
Adel Gamar (CANDIDATE FOR MAYOR) 
 
 
1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 
I am running to build a city for everyone and a city hall that is responsive to residents’ concerns 
and needs. 
 
2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues? If so, 
can you briefly describe why? 
Yes. I recognize that our quality of life is directly impacted by the state of our natural 
environment. I also recognize that although we are fortunate to still enjoy a beautiful 
environment in Coquitlam, we are in a climate crisis that can only be improved with the 
combined efforts of government at all levels. 
 
3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would you 
propose to address them? 
Climate change is a threat to Coquitlam and the people who call it home. Heat domes, forest 
fires, atmospheric rivers, and floods in and around British Columbia have reminded us of the 
urgent need to take real action. Cities are on the frontline of climate governance and must take 
steps to protect residents from worsening climate impacts. Some ways we can help make 
progress on this are: 
• Investing in accessible and reliable public transportation. 
• Promoting electric vehicles as a transportation option by installing more residential, curbside, 
and public charging stations. 
• Building protected and connected cycling and wheeling infrastructure to ensure safe and 
efficient transport options that get people where they need to go with reduced risk. 
• Facilitating wider installation of energy efficient and carbon-neutral sources like electric heat 
pumps to heat and cool homes. 
• Building mixed-use neighbourhoods that encourage walking, wheeling, and cycling. 
• Amending building regulations to limit embodied emissions and require low-carbon materials in 
new construction. 
• Investing in public spaces (e.g., libraries, parks, public centres) to serve as cooling centres, and 
staffing them with medical professionals in case of heat waves. 
 
4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
The current plan is not bold enough and is too slow/reactive. 
 

5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to decisions 

around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 

I will form a Climate-Ready Coquitlam advisory team to provide ideas and expertise related to 

such decisions. This team would include environmental scientists, the chief of the Kwikwetlem 

first nation and representatives from environmental advocacy groups. 

 



6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 

• single family homes being redeveloped 

• increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 

• new development in existing forested areas 

How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 

Careful examination of the current guidelines and adjusting them to balance the priorities of 

preserving trees and progressing on development. 

 

7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 

levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 

Yes. Cities have an opportunity to play a large role in this progress. 

 

8. How will you protect our City’s streams? 

We must make the protection of our streams a priority and pay close attention to the impacts of 

development on this fragile resource. One troubling example that came to my attention while 

meeting with residents over the summer is the widespread pollution of streams in residential 

areas under development. The city can do much better in establishing and enforcing bylaws 

related to waste from construction sites. Informing the development of these bylaws would be a 

part of the mandate of the Climate-Ready Coquitlam advisory team mentioned above. 

 

9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only: Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam 

River? If so, where? 

I don’t have enough information on this issue to give a yes or no answer, but I can say that my 

goal would be to make progress on developing Coquitlam into a walkable, wheelable city with 

less car dependency. 

  



Rob Bottos  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 
 
 
1.       Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 
  
I am running for City Council because throughout my life, one thing has remained constant – my 
commitment to Coquitlam.  As a lifetime volunteer in our community, I have given of my time and 
talents in many ways. I have contributed through service organizations, community task forces, and 
municipal committee work.  I have been an advocate in both print media and public forums for 
Coquitlam’s needs.  Our Council needs persons who are committed to this City, who bring a broad 
perspective and have the ability to look at a problem from all sides, and who work with others to 
find solutions. 
  
In 1978 when I moved here, Coquitlam’s population was less than 60,000 persons. Today it is 
approaching 150,000 and it is projected to grow to 225,000 by 2041.  Our development must meet 
the needs of a diverse, growing, and aging population.  We must attract services and provide 
facilities that keep pace with our larger population. We need a mix of housing alternatives including 
affordable housing for seniors, youths, and families.  We need to ensure sustainable development of 
complete affordable communities where residents can live, work, and play while ensuring we 
minimize commuting volumes and preserve our environment. 

  
 
2.       Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If 
so, can you briefly describe why? 
  
Environmental issues are an important consideration in all aspects of civic decision making.  My 
broad experience and ability to work with others to achieve consensus would ensure that decisions 
made by Council incorporate environmental sustainability and engage with appropriate 
environmental stakeholders. 
  
 
3.       What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would you 
propose to address them? 
  
As a city we are facing a great period of growth and associated development.  It will be a challenge 
to ensure that we balance environmental sustainability with other considerations such as 
affordability and access to services.  As a council member I would work to ensure engagement with 
environmental stakeholders and federal/provincial agencies in development decision making. 
  
 
 4.       What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
  
Coquitlam’s Environmental Sustainability plan released earlier this year provides important high 
level guidance in the areas of climate action, built environment, waste management, water 
management, natural areas, along with wildlife and habitat.  It provides important guidance to city 



management and council on incorporating environmental considerations into the decision making 
process across the entire spectrum of civic decision making. 
  
5.       How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to 
decisions around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 
  
Coquitlam’s city council has a Sustainability & Advisory Committee who I would rely on to be that 
‘voice at the table’.  Further, I would support and encourage the engagement of environmental 
stakeholders in the approval of developments through the public hearing process. 
  
 
6.       Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 
•    single family homes being redeveloped 
•    increasing density in existing neighborhoods 
•    new development in existing forested areas 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 
  
I am supportive of having set-asides to retain existing canopy within new developments.  Retention 
of trees in redevelopment and densification of existing neighborhoods need to be considered on a 
case by case basis as there are always competing priorities in consideration for both the owner and 
the city. 
  
 
7.       Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 
levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 
  
While I generally support these recommendations, I recognize that this is a global issue rather than 
a municipal one.  The City of Coquitlam can take measures consistent with this aim including 
approval of net zero development as and if proposed.  In addition, Coquitlam must act to mitigate 
the impact of climate changes on our residents through provision of public ‘cool zones’ with shade 
and water provision. 
  
 
8.       How will you protect our City’s streams? 
  
Projects within the City of Coquitlam must comply with provincial regulations including the Riparian 
Areas Protection Regulations.  This ensures the health of the fish habitat in the stream by 
consideration of many factors including sources of large organic debris, such as fallen trees and tree 
roots, areas for stream channel migration, vegetative cover to help moderate water temperature, 
provision of food, nutrients and organic matter to the stream, stream bank stabilization, buffers for 
streams from excessive silt and surface run-off pollution.  I will ensure that projects impacting 
streams demonstrate compliance with these regulations as part of any Council approval process. 
  
  
9.       Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only:  
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 



  
I would not expect or support an additional road crossing of the Coquitlam River to be required 
during this upcoming council term. As the cities of Coquitlam and Port Coquitlam continue to grow 
this need may need to be revisited by future councils. 
 

  



 
Phil Buchan  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 
 
 
1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 

 
I am running for office because Council needs new voices and the issues I am concerned about are 

not being addressed. I want to advocate for real affordable housing action, for more  transit, for 

action on  climate change and protection of trees. 

 
 
2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If so, 

can you briefly describe why? 
 
Yes I do because we need stronger safeguards to protect the environment. I am concerned about 
the effects of development on rivers and streams and the wilderness and wildlife in Coquitlam. 
There should be wider setbacks from streams to protect the riparian species. 
 
 
3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would you 

propose to address them? 
 
The greatest challenge is the development that is occurring in our city and how it is threatening  our 

natural environment. We need gentler density in sensitive habitats. The effects of each 

development have to be taken into account. 

 
 
4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
 
The whole of council should be looking through a stronger environmental lens for each new 

development. Wildlife corridors are being pushed into the city because they are being developed. A 

stronger environmental lens must be put on new developments. 

 
 
5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to decisions 

around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 
 
When I am elected I will be advocating for better tree protection and pushing for a stronger 

environmental lens on all new developments. I will be bringing these issues up to protect our 

environment ,rivers, streams, plants  and wildlife. 

 
 



6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 

• single family homes being redeveloped 

• increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 

• new development in existing forested areas 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 

Review of the tree protection bylaw and make it more difficult to cut down trees. More importance 

has to be placed on the protection of trees We need to preserve the existing tree canopy, not cut 

them down and replace them with new trees that will not mature for 15 years or more. 

 
 
7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 

levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 
 

Yes I support this ,but it would be better if we do it quicker. 
 
 
8. How will you protect our City’s streams? 
 
Wider setbacks of developments from streams to protect these ecologically sensitive areas. More 
education of people about not dumping anything into streams and better enforcement of people 
who break the laws and pollute our streams. 
 
 
9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only:  
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 
 
No unless it is absolutely necessary. A crossing should only be built if it will have minimal impact 

and a complete environmental assessment is done before the construction takes place. 

 
  



Ben Craig  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 
 
 
1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? I feel our city hall is too 

big, expensive and disconnected with the residents they serve. I hope to bring financial 
discipline back into the budget process and re-connect our residents to the decision making 
process at city hall. 

 
2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If 
so, can you briefly describe why? Yes. I am very supportive of conservation though my 
involvement in PCUF, protect Coquitlam Urban Forest movement. I also help pick up litter with my 
community group, the Maillardville Residents Association, through the Adopt-a-street program.  
When it comes to the environment, I walk-the-walk… literally, I try to walk wherever I go and 
encourage my kids to do the same. 
 
3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would 
you propose to address them? Loss of Trees. 1. I would support greater tree protection during the 
development process. 2. Reducing our emissions. We live in a bedroom community. That’s why 
there traffic jams coming in and out of Coquitlam during rush hour. We need to create an 
economic engine within Coquitlam, so people can live and work here. 
 
4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? I have not reviewed it 
thoroughly, but I noticed that it does not address creating an economic engine in Coquitlam. We 
live in a bedroom community. Our residents leave for work in the morning and come back in the 
afternoon. We can reduce our carbon foot print by creating an economic engine within our city 
limits. If we can give people employment opportunities within our city limits, this would reduce 
the toxins created by traffic pileups to get in and out of our city. 

 
 
5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to 
decisions around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? I’ve spent all of 
my years in Coquitlam working with non-profits and community groups. I plan to advocate for the 
re-activation of existing groups and the formation of new groups.  I will continue to engage and 
work with environmental non-profits so that they are included in development discussions all the 
way through the process, long before these issues get to public hearing 

 
6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 

• single family homes being redeveloped 

• increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 

• new development in existing forested areas 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 
I support development around skytrain hubs, but I see environmental risks associated with 
development around tree lines, such as Westwood Plateau and Burke Mountain. I support 
measures that help retain trees on development properties. 

 



7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 
levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 

No. I believe the climate is changing but I reject the alarmism around the subject. These 
recommendations are leading to policy that will increase the cost of food, energy and throw 
people out of work. We need to transition from fossil fuels at a more gradual rate. 

 
8. How will you protect our City’s streams?  

I am very concerned about the rapid development of the Oakdale Neighbourhood and its 
adverse effects on Stoney Creek. We need to slow this development down and assess the 
impacts before proceeding. 

  
9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only:  
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 
I am unfamiliar with this issue. 
  



Matt Djonlic  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 
 
 
1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 
 

I’m running for Council with a focus on delivering the housing needed for the next generation of 

Coquitlam families. Our city and region are changing. This is our opportunity to make sure we build the 

kind of neighbourhoods our kids can grow up in and seniors can afford to stay in so we can continue to 

keep our sense of community in Coquitlam. 

 

For the last eight years I have been a Coquitlam Public Library Board trustees where I successfully 

advocated for a new Burke Mountain branch and expanded services. During this time, I have also been 

working for the provincial government in the areas of housing, mental health, finance, and municipal 

affairs.  

 

On Council I hope to see an increase in housing types we are behind on building (purpose built rental, 

co-ops, below market options), a new Burke Mountain recreation centre and amenities, plans for future 

park space as part of any redevelopment of the mall, an urban tree canopy coverage plan, and working 

with the province to continue investing in Pinecone Burke.  

 
 
2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If so, can 

you briefly describe why? 
 
I do. I believe I bring a holistic approach to environmental issues. I approach our trees and waterways as 
vital to the health of our planet and our own physical and mental health. Over the last few years, I 
believe the public has truly grappled with the real dangers of climate change and with how important 
park space is to our mental health.  
 
I see it as crucial to adopt transportation methods that will reduce GHG and to plan for a city that can 
synthesize development and green space. We know we cannot continue with suburban sprawl beyond 
Burke Mountain. Our urban planning needs to focus on building complete communities with public and 
active transit and robust green spaces.  
 
 
3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would you 

propose to address them? 
 

Balancing natural green spaces with development. We know as a society we need to adopt more forms 
of public and active transit. We also know we cannot continue with suburban sprawl as it only leads to 
further loss of forests and cars on the road. But to put this infrastructure in place and to create density 
around SkyTrain and bus routes we know it may lead to loss of trees. Weighing the overall 



environmental benefit with development will be the challenge of the coming years. I also want to see 
more developments that seek to preserve and incorporate existing green spaces.  
 
 
4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 

 
There remains considerable work to do, but I would applaud the city for moving in the right direction 
with the new Environmental and Sustainability Plan. I support the goal for carbon neutrality by 2050, 
higher step code requirements, and measuring neighbourhood tree canopy coverage. I believe BMN 
members deserve recognition too around their advocacy to get some of these points added to the ESP. I 
do want to see more concrete planning around some of our targets. For example, our urban tree canopy 
coverage sits at 32% (and has been reducing). I want us to set a target and date to make sure we are 
staying proactive with increasing that percentage.  
 
 
5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to decisions 

around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 
 
As a councillor I believe it not only important to bring my voice but to also add others. I want to bring 
the concerns of groups like Force of Nature and the Burke Mountain Naturalists to the Council table. I 
don’t have all the answers as to how we can solve our environmental issues. But what I can say is that a 
tremendous amount of my knowledge around solutions and the ecosystem of the Tri-Cities has come 
from attending BMN meetings and having conversations with members. I never expected to know as 
much about the habitat of bats as I do today! Even as a councillor I want to stay engaged with BMN to 
learn, support your work, and be able to bring your voice to the council table.   
 
 
6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 

• single family homes being redeveloped 

• increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 

• new development in existing forested areas 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 
 
This is the perennial balance the city needs to address through development. We know density, use of 
public and active transit, and more walkable neighbourhoods is good for reducing GHGs. But we need 
to consider how we synthesize our urban tree canopy coverage with development. Our urban tree 
canopy coverage sits at 32%. However, this percentage can vary considerably among neighbourhoods. 
We know some of the most marginalized groups live in areas that lack tree canopy coverage and had 
to suffer the deadly effects of the last two summers’ heat domes.  

 
I want to add that I see BMN and the City playing an educational role with homeowners. We need to 
do more to show homeowners how beautiful it can be to incorporate trees and flora into their front 
yard. We know the standard suburban lawn, or concrete, does not help climate change and can 
further add to temperatures.  

 
 



7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 levels 
by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 
 

I do. The city has a role to play in terms of reducing GHG emissions through electrifying city vehicles, 
adopting more energy efficient step codes, and looking at new builds moving off natural gas. I am glad 
the 2050 target is part of the ESP.  
 
 
8. How will you protect our City’s streams? 

 
I see two avenues for protecting our streams. First, we need to be aware of tree loss and how this can 
lead to deltas forming and construction runoff contaminating our rivers. Also, I believe we can do more 
to monitor construction runoff. 24/7 monitoring technology exists, and I will advocate to see this 
employed more.  
 
 
9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only:  
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 
 
I would support a Lincoln connection. However, I want to note this would likely put us at capacity for 
how many crossings we can put over the Coquitlam River. I want to stress I am aware of the sensitivity 
of the river and that we must be limited in our crossings.  

  



Craig Hodge  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL, incumbent) 
 
 

1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 
 
I grew up in Coquitlam. I was fortunate to buy a home here and raise my family on Burke Mountain, 
where I enjoy the natural surroundings. I’m hoping my kids and other families will be able to do the 
same. As the Lower Mainland continues to grow, I want to make sure we provide both affordable 
rental units and home-ownership options for young families, as well as for our workers and seniors 
who want to downsize in their community. I want to make sure we protect our natural 
environment. It’s the reason why many families have chosen Coquitlam as their home. 
 
 

2.     Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental 
issues?  If so, can you briefly describe why? 

 
I have been endorsed by Force of Nature in this election. I’m a past chair of Coquitlam’s 
Sustainability and Environment Advisory Committee. I drive an electric vehicle (EV) and I advocated 
for Coquitlam to require EV chargers be prewired in new multi-family buildings. I’ve supported 
Coquitlam’s transit development strategy, including densifications near SkyTrain stations. I’m on 
Metro Vancouver’s Regional Parks Committee, where I advocated for funding to purchase 
environmentally sensitive land and to preserve of our regional parks. I’m the vice chair of Metro 
Vancouver’s Zero Waste Committee and was responsible for Coquitlam changing its garbage 
collection schedule to reduce wildlife attractants. Recently, I was appointed to the National Zero 
Waste Council’s management board. I’m a past chair of the Riverview Lands Advisory Committee, 
where I lobbied hard for the protection and preservation of the trees and grounds of this 244-acre 
historical site that includes a world-class arboretum. 
 
 

3.     What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would 
you propose to address them? 

 
I believe that our city’s greatest environmental challenge at the moment is protecting our natural 

resources while balancing the need to find housing for a growing population. I want to make sure 

we protect our environmental assets such as Pinecone–Burke Provincial Park and Widgeon Marsh 

Park. I’m also concerned about the future of the səmiq̓ʷəʔelə/ 

Riverview Lands, and who will be responsible for managing it. 
 
 

4.     What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
 
I was pleased that our city adopted the United Nations’ climate targets, but feel we should have 
done more in the area of reducing carbon. This includes aiming for a higher step code and exploring 
opportunities for district energy and heat recovery from waste water. 
 

https://www.kwikwetlem.com/sumiqwuelu-riverview.htm
https://www.kwikwetlem.com/sumiqwuelu-riverview.htm


 
5.     How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to 
decisions around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 

 
I pledge to review any development applications that are before me at council — with 
environmental impact as one of the top considerations. 
 

6.     Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 
•   single family homes being redeveloped 
•   increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 
•   new development in existing forested areas 

How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 
 
Retaining trees in areas of redevelopment is challenging. It is better to increase density in existing 
neighbourhoods and close to transit than to allow urban sprawl into our forested and agricultural 
areas. For this reason, as a director of Metro Vancouver, I support the region’s Urban Containment 
Boundary and the new Metro 2050 growth strategy. 
 
 
 
 

7.     Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% 
from 2010 levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 

 
Yes, I endorse the IPCC recommendations. I also supported Coquitlam’s environmental plan. 
Coquitlam signed on to the BC Climate Action Charter in 2007, and we use that earlier date as the 
base target in our plan. 
 
 

8.     How will you protect our City’s streams? 
 
I will continue to support Coquitlam’s streamside development protection process. I want to ensure 
as much surface area remains free of development to allow for water absorption. For this reason, I 
voted against adding more parking stalls on Burke Mountain front yards. I also support water 
retention ponds to reduce rapid run offs and silt from entering the stream system, and to slowly 
release water to help maintain waterflow during dry spells. 
 

9.     Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only:  
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 
 
Coquitlam’s Master Transportation Plan calls for another crossing of the Coquitlam River at Lincoln 

Avenue, but I believe that should be the only additional road crossing 

  



 

Steve Kim  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL, incumbent) 
 
 
1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 
 
Simply put, I love our community and I’m a proud Coquitlam resident.  

 

My family moved here in 1981, I graduated from Centennial and have 3 generations of my family living 

and working in the Tri-cities. In 2018, you voted for me to provide a new, diverse voice for you on 

Council. I’m a bridge builder with a balanced approach and collaborative leadership style. 

 

During my first-term, I set out to learn as much about our city as possible. I’ve spent the last four years 

as the Council Rep for the Coquitlam River Watershed Roundtable. I was also proud to be on the 

Riverview Lands Advisory Committee. Why? So that I could learn more about the nature around us and 

listen to the people who are work on this every day and are passionate about our city. 

 

Our city is growing and has so much going for it. We have an amazing diverse population; we have 

nature all around us; and, we have skytrain to facilitate responsible growth.  

 

I’m proud of my record on key initiatives on affordable rental housing, economic development, 

environmental strategies, childcare and parks and rec to name a few. All while respecting our tax payer’s 

dollar. 

But rising tides must lift all boats. I believe we still have heavy lifting to do. 

I will continue to tackle our affordability challenges; diversify our economy by focusing on cultural hubs, 

small business and entrepreneurship. I want to push the city’s Environmental Sustainability Plan 

forward. It’s very high level so I want to be at the table to ensure we have strong balance during the 

implementation, especially since I support innovative green strategies and active transportation 

networks to make our city more livable for all. 

 
 
2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If so, can 

you briefly describe why? 
 
I do. As mentioned above, I spent the past four years learning. Learning from experts and from residents 
on the ground. I may not have a background in environmental sciences, but I always come with an open 
mind and listen. My family has been in Coquitlam for 41 years, so I have a vest interest in keeping our 
city’s natural assets as much as possible.  



 
I’m a supporter of building around transit areas. I’m a supporter of getting people out of their cars 
and/or getting into EV and/or micro mobility options. I support our watershed. I also support the need 
to plant more trees. 10,000 trees is a good goal for 2022, but I support more. I also support policies on 
tree management across the city. In a lot of ways, the city’s tree management strategy for 
developments started in Burke Mountain, but it’s apparent, this is needed across the city. 
 
 
3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would you 

propose to address them? 
 

1. Climate Change and Extreme Weather – We need to hit our targets to reach net zero by 2050.  
1. I’m proud that we reduced parking minimums in new developments. Less cars = less 

emissions. 
2. I’m proud that we set 1 EV parking for new units in new developments. 
3. I’m proud that we set our Step Code during this term. But we need to continue move the 

dial on step code requirements.  
4. We should see about heat pumps in new builds.  
5. We need better active transportation infrastructure—more safe routes 
6. We need to continue to be proactive during winter and summer extreme weather  

1. We need to continue to provide respite to heat and cold. 
2. For instance, I’ve delivered meals to seniors almost weekly for the past 2.5 years. I 

asked staff to include materials on extreme weather resources to ensure they are 
prepared. 

2. Tree Management 
1. We need to plant more trees for better canopy across the city. 
2. We need a strong tree replacement strategy under the Environmental Sustainability Plan. 
3. I’ve been researching tree rescue programs from another city – to get salvageable trees out 

before development.  
3. Water Protection 

1. We need to work with KFN and other stakeholders to ensure our watershed is protected for 
future generations 

2. We need to continually improve our flood mitigations efforts.  
3. We need to invest in our salmon 
 

 
4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
 
I support our city’s Environmental Sustainability Plan (ESP). It’s forward thinking and pragmatic. It’s 
timely and meaningful. It’s also high level to allow for more detailed plans to evolve as the ESP is 
implemented over time. This also means that new information and consultation/engagement will be 
part of the process. 
 
The themes of Climate Action; Built Environment; Waste Management; Water Management; and 
Natural Areas, Wildlife and Habitat are meaningful and timely for the city. 
 
 



5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to decisions 
around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 

 
I believe it’s important to listen… to staff, residents, 3rd-party experts, etc to get the full picture before 
decisions. The world has change dramatically over the past four years and I believe our residents want 
strong environmental policies that are balanced and innovative. 
 
 
6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 

• single family homes being redeveloped 

• increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 

• new development in existing forested areas 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 
 
I support a strong tree management plan. First and foremost, we need to plant more trees. For single 
family homes, I believe we need to carefully see if trees can stay and see how we may possibly 
incentivize builders to keep them and build around them. If not, then we need strong replacement 
tree ratios. 
 
For increasing density. I support building transit-oriented developments. The more density around 
public/mass transit, the less pressure on other areas further away from stations. Having a strong 
zoning mix of homes is ideal so that people have options.  
 
For new developments in existing forested areas, tree replacement and management policies are 
needed. Again, I believe we should work keep trees as much as possible, while also working to ensure 
more trees are planted after. 
 

 
7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 levels 

by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 
 
The more we can do the better, but the ESP is set for a 45% reduction of 2007 levels by 2030 and net 
zero by 2050. I support these targets. 
 
 
8. How will you protect our City’s streams? 
 
I will continue to work with all stakeholders to protect our water, streams and fish habitat. Earlier this 
year, a builder dumped materials into the storm drain. At that time, I was very vocal about trying to see 
how we can increase the fines for polluters since the max fine is $500. I will continue to advocate for 
harsher fines and penalties, since this is absolutely preventable. 
 
I also support the city’s policies on SPEA and the Province’s RAPR.  
 
I also support more and on-going education for residents, businesses and newcomers to the city. 
 
 



9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only:  
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 
 
I realize that there is a future plan for a Lincoln crossing. I haven’t seen any plans whatsoever, so I don’t 
have enough information at this time to give an answer. To date, I haven’t heard from any resident 
asking for a crossing any time soon. 

  



Paul Lambert  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 
 
 
1.     Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 
 
I'm running for City Council because I believe we are out of balance in Coquitlam.  I believe the City 
isn't listening enough to residents and has become out of touch.  My approach is to genuinely listen 
to what residents are saying, and to their concerns.  Then, represent and advocate for those points 
of view and concerns in a clear manner.  I hope to bring an independent, unbiased and objective 
voice to issues of growth, housing and the environment.  And put forward a platform that is based 
on the input I have received from residents the past 5 years. 
  
If elected I hope to accomplish the following: 
 
1) Listen to the #1 concern I hear from residents and slow down the pace of development and 
growth to a moderate level 
2) Make sure the housing we are building is actually benefiting Coquitlam residents and our local 
community 
3) Reduce the influence of developer money in Coquitlam politics and increase transparency at City 
Hall 
4) Prioritize and protect our environment, including: 
     a) Making sure we achieve our IPCC targets for carbon emission reduction. 
     b) Protecting our streams, creeks, rivers and watershed through several initiatives including 
greatly improving stormwater management in Coquitlam. 
     c) Protecting and strengthening our urban tree canopy in Coquitlam by updating our 
development and tree bylaws. 
5) Invest in Parks, Sports and Recreation 
6) Careful CIty spending 
 
Key Policy Proposal: I propose all new housing built in Coquitlam should have a pre-sale period for 
Coquitlam residents to buy or rent new units first.  That way currently residents have the first 
opportunity to benefit from new housing built in our community. 
 
Integrity Pledge: Did you know developers are still the #1 source of donations in Coquitlam 
politics?  I believe CIty Councillors should not have any conflicts of interest.  As a result, I pledge to 
not accept donations from developers. 
 
 
2.     Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If 
so, can you briefly describe why? 
 
Yes, I believe I am a good choice for voters concerned about climate and environmental 
issues.  Protecting our environment and high quality environmental policy are two of my top 
priorities.  I also believe I have a strong understanding and knowledge base when it comes to 
environmental issues and environmental policy and solutions.  I'm passionate about our 



environment and am involved in the community in advocacy, stewardship and policy in the 
following ways: 
 
Coquitlam River Watershed Roundtable, Member 2020-present 
Tri-City Green Council Member 
Founding Member of Protect Coquitlam's Urban Forest or (PCUF) 
 
I feel some of my strengths in this area are: 
 
1) Taking a comprehensive approach to climate and environmental issues and how they interact 
with things like development policy. 
2) Focusing on details, policy and implementation to actually make a difference on important 
climate and environmental issues. 
3) Also focusing on data and analysis.  From monitoring water conditions to accurately measuring 
our tree canopy coverage. 
 
If elected I work to be a strong voice for climate and the environment on City Council with a focus 
on achieving significant policy change and real results. 
 
 
3.     What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would you 
propose to address them? 
 
I think Coquitlam's greatest environmental challenges are: 
 
1) To actually achieve the IPCC goals to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions by 45% by 2030. 
2) To stop the current trend of tree canopy loss throughout Coquitlam and then turn that trend 
around to increasing tree canopy coverage in Coquitlam. 
3) To meaningfully improve stormwater management in Coquitlam. 
4) To move our city towards more walking, cycling and electric forms of transportation. 
5) To balance our current rapid growth and plans for future growth, with environmental impacts 
and considerations. 
6) To prepare Coquitlam for the future effects of climate change and mitigate future factors and 
risks as much as possible. 
 
Solutions to these challenges: 
 
1) Slow down our current pace of development and growth to a moderate level.  This helps address 
challenges 1, 2, and 5. 
2) Strengthen our development and tree bylaws to protect existing mature trees and increase tree 
re-planting requirements.  This helps address challenges 2, 5 and 6. 
3) Improve stormwater management. (Please see my answer to question 8 for more details on my 
stormwater management plan.). This helps address challenges 3 and 6. 
4) Improve and expand our walking, cycling and alternative transportation paths and lanes 
throughout our city.  This helps address challenges 1, 4, 5 and 6. 



5) Invest and incentivize more green infrastructure like electric car chargers and engineered 
stormwater management systems.  This helps address challenges 1, 3 and 6. 
 
 
4.     What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
 
I think the recently adopted Environmental Sustainability Plan is a high quality and detailed plan.  I 
strongly support its targets, goals and initiatives.  If elected, my focus would be making sure our city 
actually achieves those targets and goals, and the initiatives in the plan are supported. 
 
I have 2 key concerns about the plan: 
 
1) The first is regarding data and analysis.  So far we have largely relied on Metro Vancouver for 
environmental data and analysis.  I believe we need to collect more and better data when it comes 
to our carbon emissions, our tree canopy and the condition of our streams, creeks, rivers and 
waters in Coquitlam.  Without high quality data it is challenging to know where we are really at 
today, let alone knowing our progress and forecasting where we might be in the future. 
 
2) The second is about achievement and accountability.  In my answer to question 7, I go into detail 
regarding how Coquitlam is at risk for not meeting the IPCC targets and not meeting targets for tree 
canopy coverage as well.  Please see my answer to question 7 for more detail on this.  We need to 
make sure that decisions and policy made at Coquitlam City Hall are aligned with the Environmental 
Sustainability Plan and that our Councillors and staff are accountable to the ESP. 
 
 
5.     How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to 
decisions around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 
 
Please forgive the seemingly biased answer but first we need to make sure we have City Councillors 
who truly understand and have a depth of knowledge on climate and environmental issues and 
policies - AND how they interact and overlap with development and other factors in Coquitlam.  We 
have wonderful environmental staff at City Hall and we need to make sure we have strong climate 
and environmental leadership on City Council to determine policy in Coquitlam.  If elected, I commit 
to being a strong voice for climate and the environment at the council table, including the IPCC 
targets, urban forest management, tree canopy coverage and green infrastructure upgrades. 
 
It takes more than just Councillors though.  We need as much community involvement as 
possible.  We need to recognize that it is often community groups and volunteers who do the 
majority of true hands-on environmental work in Coquitlam.  These groups and volunteers must be 
consulted with directly and listened to.  One of the best current mechanisms for this is the 
Sustainability and Environmental Advisory Committee.  My goal would be that all community 
environmental groups operating in Coquitlam would have an official representative on this 
committee.  Other members are free to join as individuals as well, but I believe this is currently the 
best structural way for our community environmental groups to have a voice at the table. 
 



Last but not least, we need to listen to our great environmental staff at City Hall and take the new 
Environmental Sustainability Plan very seriously.  Staff and the new ESP should be a key voice at the 
table of expertise for policy and our City Council must be kept accountable through staff and the 
ESP document. 
 
 
6.     Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 
•   single family homes being redeveloped 
•   increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 
•   new development in existing forested areas 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 

 
Tree loss in Coquitlam in recent years has been very significant.  It is unfortunate the City does not 
have good data to specify the exact level of tree loss, but no matter what part of Coquitlam we call 
home or what neighbourhood we live in, residents have seen our urban tree canopy decline 
significantly in recent years.  Most recently, we experienced a significant loss of mature trees at 
Mundy Park.  Also, as single family homes are redeveloped and new density is added to different 
parts of Coquitlam, we are losing trees almost every week.  Last but definitely not least, we have 
lost acres and acres of pristine, mature, second growth forest on Burke Mountain in recent 
years.  My solutions for each area of tree loss are as follow:. 
 
1) Single family homes being redeveloped: 
- land survey must be done PRIOR to any trees being cut down to ensure trees on adjacent 
properties or shared ownership trees are not cut down in error 
- arborist assessment must be done for any existing trees on a property being redeveloped to assess 
what trees might be able to be kept, AND to assess any potential "knock-on" effect to trees on 
adjacent properties 
- City should require mature trees be kept when they are found to be healthy, wind-resistant and 
outside of the new building envelope 
- Increase in re-planting requirements for when trees are taken down to build a new house, with a 
focus on coniferous tree species that are native to this region 
 
2) Increasing density in existing neighbourhoods: 
- This is the most challenging area of tree loss to mitigate.  This is because in situations of increasing 
density, often a development site has to be clear cut to build a foundation and sometimes an 
underground parking area. 
- For lower density developments like townhouses and rowhomes there is an opportunity to 
preserve trees outside of the building envelope and our development bylaws should be 
strengthened to incentivize this. 
- For higher density developments where preserving trees is unfortunately not possible, we should 
increase re-planting requirements with a focus on coniferous tree species that are native to this 
region 
 
3) New development in existing forested areas: 
- First off, I believe City Council should be very cautious and hesitant to develop existing forested 
areas. 



- Second, if this type of development is done, there is an opportunity to strike a much greater 
balance with the existing local environment in that area. 
- For me that balance would be to ensure all tributaries, streams and creeks are left in their natural 
state and with a much larger setback than is currently required.  This would leave significant green 
spaces and tree canopy throughout any new neighbourhoods that were approved.  These larger 
areas would be much more wind-resistant and much more resistant to drought as well.  They would 
provide shade and cooling for the neighbourhoods and would also serve as wildlife corridors. 
- This model does not only preserve more of our forested areas and provide benefits to mitigate 
climate change, it would also have a demonstrable positive effect on human liveability 
including mental health, physical health and just plain old fun and enjoyment for kids and adults 
alike. 
 
 
7.     Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 
levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 
 
Yes, I strongly support the IPCC recommendations.  However as I mentioned above, Coquitlam is at 
risk of not being able to meet our carbon emission reduction targets due to the current rapid pace 
of development and growth our city is experiencing.  To confirm this, please watch the Coquitlam 
City Council-in-Committee Meeting from Monday, July 12, 2021.  A video recording of this meeting 
can be found on the City of Coquitlam website by going to the link below.  Starting at the 2 hour, 1 
minute mark of the meeting both the IPCC targets and tree canopy coverage targets are referred to 
as "unachievable" and "aspirational."  I find this very concerning because if 9 years prior to the 2030 
timeline it already looks like we won't be able to achieve the IPCC targets, we are clearly on the 
wrong path as a city.  Our pace of development and growth must be managed and must be 
sustainable, so that achieving the IPCC targets is realistic, not "aspirational." 
 
Here is the link: 
https://coquitlam.ca.granicus.com/player/clip/1947?view_id=2&redirect=true&h=3d6e2806a5f77f
2d50dcb072af4a2f00 
 
In general, growth is a positive thing but there is also a limit to the amount of growth any one city 
and any one community can take on while still ensuring that growth is sustainable and fits within 
IPCC and other important environmental targets like tree canopy coverage.  I believe we need to 
slow down to a moderate level of growth to ensure Coquitlam can meet our important climate and 
environmental targets and be a truly sustainable city. 
 
Growth is not the only factor though.  We also need to invest in more green infrastructure like 
electric car chargers and greatly improve our walking, cycling and electronic transportation paths 
and lanes. 
 
 
8.     How will you protect our City’s streams?  
 
There are 4 key policies I propose to protect our city's streams: 
 

https://coquitlam.ca.granicus.com/player/clip/1947?view_id=2&redirect=true&h=3d6e2806a5f77f2d50dcb072af4a2f00
https://coquitlam.ca.granicus.com/player/clip/1947?view_id=2&redirect=true&h=3d6e2806a5f77f2d50dcb072af4a2f00


1) Make sure any business, commercial or industrial operations near our streams, creeks or rivers 
are adhering to environmental standards. 
- To do this we need adequate monitoring, bylaw enforcement and constructive partnerships with 
our local business and industrial community. 
2) Focus on improving stormwater management throughout Coquitlam.  Stormwater management 
is one of the most important areas of environmental policy, however it often gets forgotten - or, 
people simply aren't aware of what it is or how important it is to our streams, creeks, rivers, and all 
of the life that lives in and around them - including our salmon and their spawning grounds.  Some 
important ways we can improve our stormwater management are: 
 
a) Installing engineered solutions in our stormwater drainage system to reduce the speed with 
which water flows from our developed areas into nearby streams, creeks and rivers. 
b) Requiring more permeable surfaces in our developed areas so more stormwater enters the 
ground and water table naturally before reaching our streams, creeks and rivers. 
c) Utilizing "rain gardens' throughout the city to reduce and slow the flow of stormwater.  The City 
should install more rain gardens as part of municipal infrastructure and we should raise awareness 
and incentivize private homeowners and strata complexes/buildings to install rain gardens in 
existing residential settings. 
3) City support for the community groups who do water monitoring and clean up for so many of our 
streams, creeks and rivers. 
4) Have a dedicated City of Coquitlam water monitoring team to ensure we are consistently testing 
the health of our waters.  As a result we will also become aware of problems and be able to respond 
quickly instead of often learning about problems long after the fact. 
 
 

9.     Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only: 
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 
 
No, I do not support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River.  I think this question might be 
referring to the potential River Walk and Goodyear Creek neighbourhoods.  Very few residents are 
aware that the City is considering putting density along both the east and west sides of the 
Coquitlam River north of David Avenue.  These potential neighbourhoods would require one or 
more new road crossings of the Coquitlam River.  I do not support those 2 potential neighbourhood 
plans because the trade-off does not seem to make sense.  They would not provide much beneficial 
new housing, yet the development would pose a significant threat to the Coquitlam River, the 
surrounding watershed, and the surrounding pristine second-growth forest.  It would also have a 
significant negative impact on wildlife in the area. 
  



Sean Lee  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 

 

1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 
 

I am an IT expert in both the medical and IT industries and specialize in predictive analysis: 
collecting and analyzing data, researching trends, and forecasting global prospects for the near 
future.  
 

When I first ran for Coquitlam City Council in 2018, based on my expertise, I predicted the 
need to update and upgrade our healthcare system by transforming Coquitlam into “a cutting-edge 
medical city.” In order to achieve this goal, I promised that I will attract medical & IT industries to 
our City to prepare for future demands. Then the COVID-19 outbreak occurred, and everyone 
witnessed our healthcare system being run on the verge of collapse and the need to better and 
secure our healthcare system.  

  
Based on my expertise, I came up with 3 key issues for the near future: economic recovery, 

mental health crises, and climate change. Before long, I predict that we will be facing economic and 
mental health crises. We need to be ready for them. We must focus on economic recovery, prepare 
for the growing demands in terms of mental health and addiction issues and promote green space 
conservation; and I have solutions for these areas. My platforms will be strong safeguards against 
foreseeable economic & mental health crises and climate change in our community. This is why I’m 
running again for Coquitlam City Council.  

I will transform Coquitlam into “a cutting-edge medical city” by bringing medical and IT 
industries, which are the fastest-growing, green sectors and will result in the creation and security 
of high-paying, sustainable, green jobs without the need for citizens of Coquitlam to commute to 
other cities.  

The population of Coquitlam is estimated to be 180K by 2021, and it will continue to grow. 
Nonetheless, it is alarming to recognize that we do NOT have a general hospital in Coquitlam. As 
well, in order to get ready for and effectively respond to mental health and addiction crises and an 
anticipated surge in demands for the decriminalization of illicit drug possession starting January 
2023, we need to implement the Mental Health Car Program and reinstate Riverview Psychiatric 
Hospital. To achieve these goals, I will work toward fostering more collaboration between provincial 
and municipal governments to address these pressing issues in our community.  

On top of that, I strongly believe that the Burke Mountain Community should be equipped 
with more facilities to accommodate growing needs for its residents, including schools, increased 
access to public transportation, recreation centres, a library, RCMP services, a firehouse, and a 
hospital. These facilities are vital to accommodate the increases in the influx of population and 
demands of existing residents. I will keep in contact with the Burke Mountain Community in order 
to actively listen to your concerns and speak up for you in Coquitlam City Council. 
 

2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If 
so, can you briefly describe why? 
 



Yes I do. I am one of the best choices you can make as a voter for the 2022 municipal election 
scheduled for October 15th.  

As I mentioned earlier, I predict that climate change will be one of the three key issues that 
will affect all of us in the near future. In other words, I am fully aware of the voters’ concerns 
regarding the environment in our community.  

Based on my predictive analytic research, climate change is real and is a vicious cycle in which 
we MUST intervene right here, right now, in order to prevent a number of successive issues from 
occurring: impact on green spaces, water, land, and air. I am extremely concerned about 
environmental issues and deeply understand the need to address them immediately, meticulously, 
and thoroughly in an evidence-based manner. I will discuss my platforms in more detail as I go 
along with this questionnaire.   
 

3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would you 
propose to address them? 
 

One of the greatest environmental challenges involves green space conservation, particularly 
removal of mature trees that is a result of development and then subsequent air pollution, 
exacerbated by the increase in numbers of automobiles in our City.  

I will provide more detailed plans and responses, as I go along with this questionnaire, since 
upcoming questions offer me chances to dig deeper into my platforms. 
 

4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
 

The Environmental Sustainability Plan provided by the City of Coquitlam is published and 
currently available on the City’s website for public viewing. Unfortunately, this plan excludes the 
track record of our progress and areas for growth, both of which are imperative in evidence-based 
decision-making processes for planning our future.  

As well, at present, the City’s Environmental Sustainability Plan does not address the 
ventilation system, which is crucial not only during heat waves every year, but also for public health 
and safety. I have the resources and experts ready to discuss these issues at the Council table to 
better address the above-mentioned aspects as we move forward to a healthier, better future for 
our community.  
 

5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental ‘voice at the table’ with respect to 
decisions around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 
 

I will continue to stay in touch with non-profit environmental organizations and local 
community groups to actively listen to their voices during the term to get updates and emerging 
concerns in our community, bring them to the table, and speak up for them.  

So far, insufficient crown cover in areas, such as Coquitlam Centre & Town Centre Park, is the 
most recent concern I heard from Coquitlam residents. Moreover, I take a profound interest in 
environmental issues myself, and am connected and ready to consult with a number of resources 
and experts in Coquitlam and the City of Paju, which is a sister city of Coquitlam and well-known for 



its forest management. On top of that, my predictive analytic skills and expertise will also play a 
vital role in making evidence-based decisions in Coquitlam City Council. 
 

6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 
 

•   single family homes being redeveloped 
•   increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 
•   new development in existing forested areas 

 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 

 
Loss of mature trees is one of my biggest concerns in our community in terms of green space 

conservation, climate change, and environmental well-being, all of which dictate our quality of life, 
welfare, and mental health.  
 

Over this summer, I have attended multiple Tree Walks organized by both the Riverview 
Horticultural Centre Society and the City's Park Spark and Urban Forestry Teams. They offered great 
chances for learning. During these multiple Tree Walks, I have learned that the City of Coquitlam 
currently allows developers to remove a mature tree to have it replaced by 3 saplings when 
developing areas for residential spaces. When I talked to City staff, developers, and arborists for 
more information, they explained that it is cheaper and easier to replace a mature tree with 3 new 
trees when developing.  

I strongly believe that, instead of removing mature trees, they need to be relocated to be 
protected. Substitution of an old growth tree for 3 saplings is still a great idea. However, what is 
NOT being considered with this plan is the amount of water required to grow a sapling to establish 
its roots. Given that climate change is real and what’s happening around the world right now, we 
will be facing heat waves, dreadful droughts, and wildfires, which will require water to grow our 
food and/or restore mountains. Such issues will be more urgent and critical than our demands for 
tree canopies in the near future. This is because we, as a community, need to reduce the amount of 
water consumption in disaster situations; we need to be vigilant and prepare for these possibilities 
as well.   

In this context, substitution of a mature tree for 3 saplings is NOT the best idea, given the 
amount of water it requires to grow a sapling into an old growth tree, in the era of climate change 
with anticipated water deficits. Instead, we need to explore the option of relocating and saving 
mature trees and introduce technology and experts with experience to implement the relocation of 
old growth trees. Mature trees play an invaluable role in responding to carbon emission issues, air 
pollution, and climate change.  

Green space conservation is one of my major campaign pledges. The municipality has the 
authority to restrict the development in certain areas to protect the environment. In this context, 
when I am elected, I will speak up for the designation of green belts in our City and call for 
redevelopment and rezoning, instead of sustaining urban development that inevitably accompanies 
destruction of green spaces.  

  
 



7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 
levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 
 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change provides accurate data and resources. I do 
support IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 levels by 2030 and 
reach Net Zero by the year 2050.  

Along with IPCC recommendations in place and Carbon Capture and Storage technology being 
implemented at the federal level, preservation of mature trees can be another effective and cost-
efficient solution to control carbon emission issues in our future. According to the latest research 
study published by Boston University, urban trees and soil are absorbing and hoarding carbon just 
like their counterparts deep in the forests (Colarossi, 2022).  
 

As well, I will continue to connect and work closely with your organization and other 
community groups in our City to listen to emerging concerns and bring them to City Council.  
 

8. How will you protect our City’s streams? 
Based on my research, creation of a riparian buffer is imperative in protecting our City’s 

streams from the influences of adjacent land uses. Not only water quality protection, but also 
erosion control and habitat creation are benefits that riparian buffers offer. A riparian buffer can be 
anywhere between 25 to 50 feet, where wider buffers are the best for improving water quality.  

Although I am not an expert on this topic yet, I am surrounded with resources and experts 
from whom I can seek advice. Simultaneously, I will continue to research this topic and bring 
scientific data to the table to help our municipal government in making evidence-based decisions to 
protect our City’s streams in the best interest of our community. 

  
 
9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only: Would you support additional road crossings of the 

Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 
 

No, I do NOT support additional road crossings. Traffic jams along with road infrastructure 
issues will be effectively tackled by honouring my platforms regarding (1) economic recovery, which 
involves the transformation of Coquitlam into “a cutting-edge medical city” by bringing in medical 
and IT industries and (2) improving current road infrastructure.  

An advantage important to notice from the City Transformation is that it will create and 
secure high-paying, green, sustainable jobs in our City, so that residents can both work and live in 
Coquitlam without commuting elsewhere. Therefore, current road crossings will be enough for our 
community in the long run.  

As well, I believe that any additional construction for road crossings on the Coquitlam River 
will only contribute to more pollution for the river and its surroundings.  
 

  



Trish Mandewo  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL, incumbent) 
 
 
1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 

 
I am running again so I can continue to advocate for you as well as make smart policy decisions 
that will ensure our Coquitlam will be a livable, safe, inclusive and vibrant. I am proud of my 
record on childcare, affordable housing, environment and sustainability goals. I worked hard to 
support the rent back in collaboration with Councillor Amy Lubik and Glen Pollock. I advocated 
for infusing an equity, diversity and inclusion lens in everything we do at city hall. I am 
passionate about economic development. I want our city to attract innovative and creative 
entrepreneurs as they can bring solutions to some of our problems. We started doing so with 
Project Greenlight. We had more than eighty businesses apply. There is a lot of work to be done 
and I have a lot of lived experience and professional experience to give. I hope Coquitlam 
residents feel the same. I barely scratched the surface in the last four years, not to mention the 
chunk of time that Covid stole from us. 
 
 

2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues? If 
so, can you briefly describe why? 
 
I sure do. In my work outside of Council, I am immersed in Environmental Social Governance 
(ESG). Governance is all about risk. The biggest risk we face right now is environmental issues. I 
have a young daughter, it is my duty to ensure that the world as we know it will be intact when 
she grows up. Voters can be rest assures, I will champion for environmental issues as long as I 
am sitting at the table.  
 
 

3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would you 
propose to address them? 
 
The overarching challenge is Climate Action. We must do all we can to promote practices that 
reduce greenhouse gases and conserve energy across the board. Examples of areas we can 
immediately make an impact are: 
• Plastic waste – Expedite the single-use item bylaw that will help reduce single-use items in our 
community (including plastic bags and takeout containers)  
• Demanding that developers use green concrete 
• Enforce the anti-idling bylaw 
• Increase the number of EV chargers across the city 
• Educate the community about garbage and recycling 
• Educate the community about green lawns 
• Find innovative ways to solve local environmental challenges through novel technology-based 
solutions 
• Protect trees, regulate cutting and ensure replacement of trees removed. 
• Watercourse protection - We need to bring back PH testing that we stopped a few years ago. 
PH is critical for the survival of species in our creeks and rivers  



• Coquitlam is on nature's doorstep and is home to a wide variety of wildlife from rodents to 
bears. We need to continue to educate residents to co-exist safely with wildlife, prevent 
human-wildlife conflict, and manage pest control issues. 
• Not to forget fire hazard. With trees around us, we need to educate people to ensure we 
prevent fires. 
• Support urban farming 
• Implement green architecture 

 
 

4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
 
Staff has made climate change a high priority to the City of Coquitlam and they are committed 
to taking action to both mitigate and prepare for a changing climate and its impacts. Since 
signing the BC Climate Action Charter in 2007, the City of Coquitlam has steadily worked 
towards achieving its climate action goals, both corporately and community-wide. Most 
recently, new greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets, including achieving carbon neutrality by 
2050, were approved in January 2022 through the Environmental Sustainability Plan (ESP).  
 
In order to achieve the City’s new community and corporate climate change targets, a 
comprehensive Climate Action Plan (CAP) will be developed. It is the next Council’s duty to 
ensure that this remains an “A” priority on the 2023 corporate Business Plan. The ESP was a 
great start. The critical work comes in the action plan. If I am at the table, I will ensure that our 
engagement plan is comprehensive as that is how we can create a comprehensive plan that can 
pass the test of time. 
 
 

5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to 
decisions around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 
 
There are several ways to do this, here is a summary: 
• Infuse an environmental lens across the board 
• Continue to invite community members to sit on committees such as SEAC 
• Advocate for transparency 
• Implement Key Performance Indicators so we track progress. We need to continue to push the 
province as currently, it takes 3-4 years to get reports and assessments back. 
• Public hearings 
• Keeping an open door so we can continually hear from the community. This includes electeds 
visiting community groups occasionally. 

 
 
 
6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 
• single family homes being redeveloped 
• increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 
• new development in existing forested areas 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 

https://www.coquitlam.ca/898/Environmental-Sustainability-Plan


 
We can never do enough when it comes to protecting trees and waterways. I commend staff the 
efforts thus far. Climate change is of high priority to the City of Coquitlam and we are committed to 
taking action to both mitigate and prepare for a changing climate and its impacts. Since signing the 
BC Climate Action Charter in 2007, the City of Coquitlam has steadily worked towards achieving its 
climate action goals, both corporately and community-wide. Most recently, new greenhouse gas 
(GHG) reduction targets, including achieving carbon neutrality by 2050. I also appreciate the efforts 
staff have put in place to enhance our tree canopy such as: 
 
• The City’s new Tree Spree Program will see volunteers and staff plant 10,000 trees across 
Coquitlam in 2022. 
• Over 100 new trees have been planted at Town Centre Park since 2020, including significantly 
more soil and irrigation. 
• The City replants trees annually in our natural areas to replace those that were removed for risk 
mitigation purposes; 
• Our Growing Community Roots program connects with community groups and schools annually to 
plant street trees in areas of the city that currently do not have street trees. 
• When trees are removed from private property under a tree cutting permit, the City retains a per 
tree security deposit to ensure the permit’s tree replacement requirements are fulfilled. 
• The Climate Adaptation Strategic Plan includes an action to develop a plan to systematically 
monitor the urban tree canopy and identify areas for action, and staff anticipates this work to start 
with a baseline canopy cover study in 2022 
• The City’s Environmental Sustainability Plan (ESP), includes actions related to urban forest 
management and tree canopy cover. 
 
There is still a lot of room to grow, lots of education opportunities. We also need to enforce our 
tree management bylaw. Council, as leaders, should be innovative and progressive in our thinking. 
We owe it to our kids and grand kids and all those that will come after us. 
 
 
7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 
levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 
 
In theory, I do! However, as a results oriented, process minded person, I like to see the framework 
of how we will get there. I am guided by the African proverb that says if you want to eat the 
elephant you have to take one small bite at a time. 2050 will be here before we know it. We, 
therefore, need to have an aggressive plan if we are to achieve this goal. 
 
 
8. How will you protect our City’s streams? 
 
There are many ways to protect our streams. Here is a synopsis: 
• Properly disposing chemicals and oils 
• Encourage people to adopt a basin 
• Wash cars on the lawn or at a car wash to prevent soapy water from entering the stormdrain; 
• Avoiding pesticides on lawns and gardens 

https://www.coquitlam.ca/1154/Tree-Spree
https://www.coquitlam.ca/DocumentCenter/View/2587/Draft-Climate-Adaptation-Strategic-Plan
https://www.coquitlam.ca/898/Environmental-Sustainability-Plan


• Educating the community so that they do not drain hot tub or swimming pool water or chemicals 
into storm drains 
• Monitoring construction projects so that dirt, paint and wet concrete and other pollutants do not 
enter our storm drains and streams. We also need to issue more stop work orders when we see 
violations. 
• Make sure your septic system is working properly 
• Plant native plants and control non-native invasive plants 
• Encourage rain gardens 
 
 
9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only: 
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River? If so, where? 
 
I have read that there have been plans to connect Ozada to Lincoln. Theoretically, I would support it 
but as with anything that has the potential of disturbing the ecosystem, I would only make the 
decision after seeing the environmental report. I would not support it if it was anywhere else. 
 

  



Robert Mazzarolo  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 
 
 

1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 
 

a. Shift the real estate development focus more towards more affordable family-
oriented homes: 

• Focus on 3-bedroom townhomes and rowhomes.   

• Focus on 2- and 3-bedroom condos instead of studio and 1-bedroom 
condos.   

• Require more below market rentals from big developers for larger scale 
real estate developments.   

b. Expand parks, recreational facilities, and cultural locations: 

• Increased density and population growth is putting strain on our current 
facilities and parks.  Further investment is required to meet demand now 
and what is forthcoming.   

• More parks will keep more greenspace in communities.  This is vital to 
mental health of individuals and the overall health of the community. 
 

2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If 
so, can you briefly describe why? 

a. In short, yes. 

• My platform, a PDF of which is enclosed in my email, specially states that I 
intend to protect older growth trees in established neighborhoods and 
expand tree cover across Coquitlam.  
o More trees cool the ambient temperature and reduces the urban 

heat island effect, provides fresh air, provides shade during the hot 
summer months, and sucks carbon out of the atmosphere which is 
vital to reduce our greenhouse gases.   

• Expanding electrical charging stations and locations.   
o We are fortunate in this province that almost 100% of our energy is 

produced via non-carbon sources (mostly hydro-electric).  Therefore, 
we need to push to electrify.  The world is moving away from the 
combustion engine and it is happening faster each year.  We need to 
have the electric infrastructure built now, or we will fall behind 
demand.   

• Exploring opportunities for solar power generation.   
o This may seem counter-intuitive as Coquitlam usually has 7 months 

of cloud cover and/or rain each year, but think of when demand for 
colling is at its highest during the summer months.  Air conditioners, 
fans, etc., are running non-stop.  Add this to an increasing 
population, and more severe heat waves and longer heat periods in 
general due to climate change, our demand for energy is going to 
increase.  Secondly, this is the time of year where we have less rain, 



relying solely on hydro electric to meet the forthcoming increasing 
demand is likely a flawed strategy.     
 

3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would 
you propose to address them? 

a. There are two – One is more particular to Coquitlam and the other is broader: 

• Tree cover. 
o See note above on the importance of this. 
o Look to further increase the City’s tree planting goal for each year.     

• Green-house gas emissions. 
o There is no silver-bullet.  Electrifying our transportation system 

(mainly cars at this time), increasing biking (electric bikes might be a 
game changer), higher standards for new buildings with respect to 
energy efficiency, expanding our tree cover, etc. 

o At the City level, we can build the infrastructure to make electric cars 
more viable (more charging stations and locations), build the 
infrastructure to encourage people to use bicycles, emphasize to 
developers the importance of building with carbon emissions in 
mind. 
 

4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
a. First and foremost, it’s nice to see that Coquitlam actually has an environmental 

plan.  Arguably, this took too long to bring forward.  I believe it is a good first step.   
 

5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to 
decisions around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 

a. Engage with community groups so that they are aware of new issues and 
developments taking place at City Hall.   
 

6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations (single family homes being 
redeveloped, increasing density in existing neighbourhoods, new development in existing 
forested areas) How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 

a. We are going to have to ask more from developers when it comes to redevelopment 
of existing homes.  Restricting complete clear cuts of properties prior to 
development, and requesting that they take existing tree coverage on the property 
into account when designing the new homes.   

b. For new developments in forested areas, this is difficulty for me as my wife and I live 
on Burke Mountain in a townhome.  Without the townhouse development we 
reside in, we would not have been able to find a place to live.  Ultimately, there is 
going to have to come a time where we need to stop and go no further up the 
mountain.  When I walk outside, it is disheartening for me to see plots full of trees 
slated to come down in order to build.  Allocating more greenspace in the current 
community plans is a good first step.   
 

7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 
levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 



a. Yes. 
 

8. How will you protect our City’s streams? 
a. Ensuring appropriate setbacks from these waterways so that development doesn’t 

interfere with them.  Stepping up enforcement of those who are illegally dumping 
materials into our streams.    
 

9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only - Would you support additional road crossings of the 
Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 

a. No. 
  



 
Cameron McBryer  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 
 
 
1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 

 
I'm running for office because I love this city. I want to help create a vibrant place to live. We have 
the opportunity to bring new business, expand transit, and create enough recreational space that 
people will want to move to Coquitlam and stay. Too many of my friends have moved away, due to 
costs and availability of housing and recreation. 
 
 
2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If so, 

can you briefly describe why? 
 

Yes. I'm a nature lover. I love hiking and love the serenity you find in those clean spaces away from 
the city. I actively recycle, beyond just our regular blue bins. I collect extra metals, and materials. 
My signs are made of scrap wood that I was able to keep out of dumpsters. My current occupation, 
I sell off-grid solar set ups for cabins, RVs and boats 
 
 
3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would you 

propose to address them? 
 
Building a more dense population while maintaining the tree canopy, and not over burdening our 
reservoir. I'd like to see new development plans incorporate some of the trees that are already on 
the land, and ideally be using the wood from the trees felled on that land. We need to have much 
better home water management. Education is hugely important on that, but also encouraging 
homeowners to plant trees and shrubs that don't require any more water than our climate can 
provide from rain alone. 
 
 
4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
 
From what I understand of it, it is thoughtful and we do have many parks and protected areas. 
Obviously we can do more. 
 
 
5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to decisions 

around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 
 
With development, I'd be very much in favour of bringing green technologies to the table. No 
reason new builds can't have Solar Panels, Heat Pumps, and be built to utilize the natural light and 
air flow of the area of the build. Perhaps with our new zoning and developments we can plan to 
ensure full forest canopy is maintained between neighbourhoods. Mundy Park is a great example of 
a forest among many neighbourhoods. 



 
 
6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 

• single family homes being redeveloped 

• increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 

• new development in existing forested areas 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 

 
I'd ask builders to incorporate the existing trees into their plan. Knocking down a house to build a 
new one shouldn't require removing all the trees from the property. We should also look into 
getting more renovations. Perhaps some of those larger single family homes can be turned into 
duplexes. 
 
 
7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 

levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 
 
I support the idea, but with a growing population worldwide, I find it quite hard to see it happening 
without an incredible uptake of new technologies. That takes buy-in from everyone from citizens to 
the city, province and federal governments worldwide. 
 
 
8. How will you protect our City’s streams? 
 
Education. The more we know about our streams and waterways, the more we will all work to save 
them. Also, making sure we have robust environmental assessments before we break ground on 
any new build. 
 
 
9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only:  
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 
 
Honestly don't know. It would have to be vitally important, and the construction would need to 
have to be without error. Coquitlam River needs to be protected, if we don't protect the Coquitlam 
River we may lose our salmon. 
 
  



Benjamin Perry  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 

 
1.     Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 
My main purpose in politics has always been to address the climate crisis. The City of Coquitlam 
has a climate action plan as an A-level priority for the 2022 business plan, but there have been 
no updates. I would like to bring the voice of everyone that wants strong climate action to 
council. The buildings and infrastructure produced today will still be standing in 2050, so 
everything we produce now needs to meet the 0-emissions standard. Protecting the natural 
environment aligns well with climate action - and I am in favour of reducing sprawl, maintaining 
tree canopy, and protecting natural habitat, including the watershed. 

  
2.     Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental 
issues?  If so, can you briefly describe why? 
I am a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues because climate is my 
main reason for running. I will also vote consistently for conservation and protection of the 
natural environment as these are important to me as well. 

  
3.     What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would 
you propose to address them? 
Climate change is a global threat to all ecosystems. Locally it is having visible impacts on cedar 
trees, and salmon-bearing streams as conditions become dryer. Other important local issues 
include protection of the salmon habitat, deforestation and tree-cover, and maintaining safe 
urban habitat free from pesticides and with adequate shelter for important species like 
pollinators and birds. 

  
4.     What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
My focus when reading the ESP over the last few years has been on the climate section and 
climate-related goals in the other sections (e.g. built environment.) I was glad to see a net-zero 
emissions target for the entire community. For me this was the very most essential thing any 
environmental plan could include. However, in terms of climate,  the plan overall is aspirational 
and does not include any strong policy that requires climate action - it often, instead, uses 
language like encourage, or promote. I am waiting for updates on the climate plan that the city 
prioritized this year in the business plan.  

 
In terms of the Built Environment section, I thought the three main themes - active 
transportation infrastructure, complete communities, and sustainable building design were on 
point. Again I would have liked to see stronger language and more specifics. In order to truly 
produce a city of complete communities with active transportation infrastructure, we will need 
to adjust the official community plan. In order to truly have sustainable buildings, we will need 
to use strong language like “require 0 emission heating and hot water in all new buildings.” 

 
In terms of water management, I was quite happy with strategy 4, which was to manage 
stormwater in a more natural way, including possibly daylighting creeks. I live between lafarge 
lake and the Coquitlam river and I would love to see parts of that drainage daylighted - and I 
think there might be space to do it along Ozada Avenue, but I am no expert in this kind of thing. 



I also really like the ideas of onsight rainwater retention - including pervious surfaces. I often 
think about how I could add a swale at the foot of my driveway without making it difficult to 
drive over. 

 
In terms of the Natural Areas, Wildlife, and Habitat section, I think one of the most important 
sections is strategy 3: Protect and Enhance the Urban Forest. It specifically sets out to take 
inventory, protect, and expand the tree canopy in Coquitlam. I am looking forward to updates 
from the city on actions they have taken in order to implement this strategy. 

 
  

5.     How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to 
decisions around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 
If and when I am elected, I would like to engage in 2-way communication with environmental 
groups like BMN. I am not an expert on environmental protection, and I would like to 
personally receive input from experts. I would also like to support and empower the city’s 
environmental sustainability committee. I will gladly advocate on behalf of this committee and 
community environmental groups. 

  
6.     Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 
•   single family homes being redeveloped 
•   increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 
•   new development in existing forested areas 

How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 
Housing is important, and a human right. In terms of redevelopment of single family homes, and 
increasing density in new neighbourhoods, we can require that tree canopy be preserved if at all 
possible. Building design can accommodate existing trees in some cases, and in other cases, trees 
can be removed or replaced. I would hope that tree selection would consider size, shade 
provision, and fit for the local environment, with a preference for native trees. In terms of new 
development in existing forest lands, I would prefer that we stop developing into forested lands. 
If this is not possible, I would advocate for parks, wildlife corridors, and native plant and tree 
landscaping. 

  
7.     Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% 
from 2010 levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 
Yes - this is so important for every ecosystem and species on earth. 

  
8.     How will you protect our City’s streams? 
Pollution of streams must be followed up on. If this is happening during development, I would 
be interested in personally speaking to the developer and workers about their responsibility to 
keep run-off out of streams. Public education, monitoring, and bylaw enforcement should all be 
adequately funded and staffed. Policy around built environment should include stormwater 
retention that has a filtering effect on runoff wherever possible. Riparian zones must be 
protected, and expanded wherever possible. 

  
9.     Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only: 

      Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 



I would support an additional bicycle crossing of the Coquitlam River at Lougheed Highway. I 
would also support a crossing for mass transit (e.g. skytrain.) At this point in time, I don’t see a 
need for additional road crossings. 

 

  



Leslie Roosa  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 
 
 
1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 
 
I am running for Coquitlam Council because I want to ensure that as urban density increases our 
city services keep pace with population growth.  This would include services for seniors (seniors’ 
centres and safety initiatives), parks and recreation services (recreation centres, playgrounds, and 
green spaces), infrastructure (firefighting and libraries).  I would also like to advocate for housing 
initiatives for seniors, families, and singles.  I also want to advocate for Coquitlam’s natural beauty. 
 
 
2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If 

so, can you briefly describe why? 
 
I am committed to a prosperous city which maintains Coquitlam’s natural environment.  I believe I 
can be a strong voice for both the community and our natural beauty. 
 
 
3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would you 

propose to address them? 
 
Ensuring the City accommodates its expected growth without negatively impacting our natural 
environment.  Speaking up for improved transportation such as improved transit and bike lanes to 
reduce congestion and improve air quality.  Ensuring that the City meets its Green House Gas 
reduction targets by focusing on how each vote impacts the targets. 
 
 
4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
 
I think it is a good foundation for the City to approach the environment in its day to day operations.  
It includes some important objectives for the City to achieve. It should however be seen as a base as 
we should always be striving to do more to preserve and protect our natural environment. 
 
 
5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to 

decisions around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 
 
I think it is important if elected to Council that when decisions around the table are made with 
respect to the environment, that the question is always raised “what is/are the environmental 
impact(s).   
 
 
6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 

• single family homes being redeveloped 



• increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 

• new development in existing forested areas 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 
 
To address the above, the City’s Tree Bylaws and development regulations may/need to be 
reviewed and updated. More protection may be needed to protect healthy heritage trees. 
Consideration should also be given to protecting urban forest as parkland. 
 
 

7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 
levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 

 
      Yes. 
 
 
8. How will you protect our City’s streams? 
 

1. Encourage stream keepers to be active on the streams 
2. Support stream setback bylaws to ensure development is set back from top of banks. 
3. Expedite the separation of combined sewers to ensure adequate flows to streams. 
4. Where possible daylight formerly culverted streams. 

 
 
9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only:  
      Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 
 
I would need to see in detail the community/transit plan/environmental impact implications before 
committing to any additional crossings of the Coquitlam River.  Also, before crossings were 
undertaken, they would have to go through all the environment processes (understanding the 
impact of salmon, flora, and fauna), consultation with the Kwikwetlem First Nation, and residents of 
the area.  My impression is that “there is a feeling” that the crossing would replace the “Blue 
Bridge”.  However, I would have to be privy to all the processes and studies before I could 
knowledgeably provide a “fact based” response.  Overall, I am acutely aware of the impacts of 
construction on sensitive river eco-systems and believe they should be protected. 
 
  



Zoe Royer  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 
 
 
1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 
 
As Council representative on the Fraser Health Municipal Regional Committee, Metro Vancouver 
Climate Action Committee and Council’s Land Use and Transportation Committees, I learned the 
value of considering issues from multiple angles.  
 
Our health, climate, local environment, the way we develop our community, how we travel around 
the region, all these factors are intertwined. If I accomplish only one thing, it will be to help our 
cities, School District 43, Metro Vancouver, Translink and other institutions to work closer together 
to create a healthier future for our kids, and generations still to come. 
 
2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If so, 

can you briefly describe why? 
 
After 11 years of public service, I gained an appreciation for decision-making that delivers successful 
and lasting outcomes: I listen to the community, meet community volunteers and rely on research.  
 
3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would you 

propose to address them? 
 
As an elected leader, I’ve been determined to restore hope in young people. They deserve a 
brighter, sustainable future, with the same opportunities our generation had. If my election bid is 
successful on Oct 15th, one of my priorities is to champion the formation of a Student Advisory 
Sustainability Council, as a joint initiative between the City and our school district. Two student reps 
from each middle and secondary school in the catchment (approx. 28 students in total) would 
review our climate, housing, transportation, and capital plans, with the support of city planning and 
environmental staff. I believe this group of young people would help to shape courageous new 
policies by presenting their findings to Council on a quarterly basis, greatly influencing change for 
the betterment of everyone. Because of Coquitlam’s size and inherent leadership role in the region, 
this initiative would be well-poised to catch the attention of other cities looking to think and do 
differently, and better engage young people in their civic processes.  
 
4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
 
I posted Coquitlam’s Environmental Sustainability Plan, and Climate Adaptation Strategic Plan on 
my website. In addition to excellent documents (clear climate action targets), bylaws (anti-idling, 
waste) and policies (EV charging), the City is well resourced to enforce rules, run education 
campaigns and implement programs. Coquitlam is one of only 3 municipalities in the region that are 
members of the innovative Project Greenlight. I observed that Coquitlam has great plans and is 
turning these plans into action. I greatly appreciated reading the City’s commitment to collaborate 
with kʷikʷəƛ̓ əm and other local First Nations, to increase environmental stewardship and 
knowledge that supports the conservation and enhancement of natural areas and watersheds. 



Coquitlam has not yet signed on to the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty and doing so would 
further the City’s environmental leadership.  
 
5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to decisions 

around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 
 
Coquitlam’s neighbourhood concept plans for development near transit stations are very important 
for a region with dire housing needs. We can’t let housing continue to consume land without regard 
for the impact of sprawl and single-occupancy vehicles. While supporting compact developments, I 
will continue to advocate for community gardens on green roofs, green space on landscaped 
podiums, street trees, and bioswales, pervious paving, rainwater harvesting, water outlets for 
generous planters on balconies, pollinators, favouring native species and drought-tolerant plants, 
and allowing edible plants in public spaces for food security. 
 
6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations:  single family homes being redeveloped; 

increasing density in existing neighbourhoods; new development in existing forested areas. How 
would you approach the challenges these activities present? 

 
Similar to compact housing around transit stations, this issue requires balancing priorities. Many 
families currently look at small lot subdivisions, laneway homes and secondary suites as a way to 
create multi-generational housing that allows more families to share space. In many cases, six 
families can enjoy a property where a single-family used to live. This has many community benefits: 
allowing older parents to age in place, allowing young families to access home ownership that 
would be unattainable without a mortgage helper. Densification in suburban areas increases bus 
ridership and fills up schools that were considered for closure just a few years ago. So, I support and 
encourage gentle densification in existing Coquitlam neighbourhoods. 
 
To offset tree losses, I will propose an initiative similar to Mississauga’s One Million Trees. 
Coquitlam can play a leadership role in shading kilometers of asphalt with street trees. Developers 
would be encouraged to exceed minimum landscaping requirements and place more emphasis on 
planting taller, more mature trees. In cities that have Million Trees programs, residents who plant a 
tree on their private property can take pride in adding it to the city’s total. 
 
7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 

levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 
 
The City of Coquitlam has already adopted the IPCC recommendations. My 3-year old grandson will 
be an adult, possibly with children in 2050. Every single day, I think about how our collective actions 
today influence the ability of future generations, and our Earth’s biodiverse ecosystem, to both 
survive and thrive. 
  



 
 
8. How will you protect our City’s streams? 
 
Regulations are well established, with provincial and municipal setbacks based on scientific 
research. From time-to-time, Council must deliberate on development variance applications asking 
for reduced setbacks in one area, and offset by plantings, daylighting, and increased setbacks 
elsewhere. Before granting a variance, I look for a no-net loss solution backed by a solid QEP 
(Qualified Environmental Professional’s) report. 
 
9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only:  
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 
 
Yes! I would readily support additional pedestrian, cyclist and commuter cyclist river crossings, 
preferably in areas that are already used for recreation on both sides of the river! I would also 
support a bridge for a SkyTrain extension to Port Coquitlam and beyond. I would support additional 
dedicated bus lanes. To be a truly liveable and sustainable city, road capacity must embrace other 
modes of transportation if we are to give people real alternatives to car travel. 
  



Harvey Su  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 
  
 
1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 
 
I have been living in Coquitlam for the past 15 years. My wife Yvonne and I are raising our two 
daughters Tiffany and Eadlin here. Tiffany once said that “Coquitlam is the most beautiful city in the 
world”, and I couldn’t agree with more. I love Coquitlam. I believe that I can bring my business skill 
and more diversity to the city council and make some positive changes in our community. And 
because of my Chinese heritage, I can be a better liaison between the city and the Chinese 
community, which is the largest visible minority group in Coquitlam.  
 
 
2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If so, 

can you briefly describe why? 
 
I think I am. I am a strong advocate for the West Coast Express service expansion. I have been 
working really hard to push forward the expansion of the unidirectional, rush hour only West Coast 
Express service into a two-way rapid transit that people can enjoy everyday. I believe the expansion 
will attract more people to use public transportation, helping reduce carbon emission which will 
assist the City of Coquitlam’s goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2050. I successfully gained 
support from mayors, councilors, and residents of eight cities and organized a news conference 
which received extensive media coverage. I have ideas and I can get things done. 
 
 
3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would you 

propose to address them? 
 
Population growth is Coquitlam’s greatest environmental challenge. As the population grows, we 
have no choice but build more housing and provide a more reliable public transit. I will encourage 
sustainable development and building design by implementing BC energy step code, promote active 
transit system by expanding the unidirectional and rush hour only West Coast Express Service into a 
two-way rapid transit that people can enjoy every day and prioritizing walking, biking, and other 
kinds of green transit. 
I will also support creation of more green jobs and the local green economy. And I will also 
encourage minimizing waste generation by maximizing reuse, recycle, and material recover, and 
ban single-use plastics. 
 
 
4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 

 
I am happy to see that Coquitlam city has approved its first Environmental Sustainability Plan (ESP) 
with the goal to reduce 45% of 2007 GHG emission level by 2030, and achieve carbon neutrality by 
2050. I do believe investment in sustainable infrastructure is the right way to go and I think our city 
is on the right track by increasing the public EV chargers, converting street lights to LEDs, and 
encouraging more energy-efficient buildings to be Energy Step Code compliant. 



That been said, I would like to see Coquitlam declare Climate Emergency. 
 
 
5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to decisions 

around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 
 
I will make sure that land use planning to minimize emissions while addressing density level and 
there is designated green and natural areas in the new developments.  
And I will champion development of a citywide urban forest management plan that considers tree 
retention, forest and ecosystem health.  
 
 
6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 

• single family homes being redeveloped 

• increasing density in existing neighborhoods 

• new development in existing forested areas 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 
 

Healthy tree canopies in both urban and natural areas are an important component of regional 
livability and resilience to climate change. Trees can also serve for education, reservation, and 
urban habitat.  
I am in full support of developing a citywide urban forest management plan that considers tree 
retention, forest and ecosystem health. 
I will support measurement of tree canopy cover percentages in developed neighborhoods. 
And I will also support enforcement of a tougher tree protection by law. 
 
 
7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 

levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 
 
Yes.  
 
 
8. How will you protect our City’s streams? 
 
We should learn the lesson from the Stoney Creek. Threats to our city’s streams include sewage 
overflow, illegal dumpling at construction site, and heavy metals from car brake linings and toxic 
particles from tires washed into waterways in the fall.  
I will support the upgrade of aging sewage system, enforce tougher bylaw to stop illegal dumpling, 
and create and pursue targeted education to reduce pollution by analyzing and mapping City’s spill 
response data. 
 
 
9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only:  
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 



 
No. I don’t think we need additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River. 
  



Ali Tootian  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 
 
 
1. Why are you running for office, and what do you hope to accomplish? 
 
Now that my children are adults, I want to give back to the community by serving with my skills and 

visions for a safe and sound Coquitlam. I know my city, its minor and major issues, and how the lives 

of its species, including humans, are affected by those issues. I also believe in diversity and 

inclusiveness in the lineup for the City Council position, so the council benefits from a set of 

different skills and expectations. I can be an effective member of the Council in educating the public 

about and around the City’s responsibilities and projects. I can help with research and bring the 

Council a great deal of information collected from literature and the Coquitlam residents.  

 
2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If so, 

can you briefly describe why? 
 
I found myself to be a naturalist after I completed my metallurgy engineering degree and started 
working as a manager in an aluminum anodizing production line. I soon noticed the more 
complicated the products (in my case, aluminum doors, windows, etc.), the higher the risk and 
damage to nature, raw materials, atmosphere, and my surroundings. Since I moved to Canada, I 
decided to become a science and math teacher who opens the student’s eyes to their surroundings, 
helps with their social and environmental awareness, and educates them by being a role model. 
 
3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges, and what actions would you 

propose to address them? 
 

• Climate change impacts include warmer temperatures, increased risk of flooding, increased 
health concerns such as heat stress, and changing ecosystems. The City should comply with 
the international and national standards and, meantime, use the cooperation of the local 
scientific organizations to address and solve the City’s environmental problems.   

 

• Lack of public education. The city should plan to educate people about all environmental 
indicators for air, climate, water, nature, and human influence. There should be more 
effective ways of communicating technical and academic discussions with the Mayor and 
Council, providing support and knowledge to them for making decisions, and interpreting 
the bylaws for the public, so everyone understands the nature of decisions and is on the 
same page. 

 

4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
 
The City’s Environmental Sustainability Plan (ESP) is well-written as the first of its kind in Coquitlam. 
However, it is not flawless. Although in some areas, public engagement is encouraged, there should 
be an educational section added to the plan. Youth, seniors, and everyone with extra time should 
participate in guided actions supported by academic studies instead of political approaches. 



Incentives should be considered not as an award but as an ongoing reward for all and every time 
people take care of the environment. After a few years, this act of kindness toward the 
environment will become natural and a new normal.  

Nevertheless, education from the elementary level should be an ongoing core topic that 
students find rewarding and necessary. ESP is not written in stone; therefore, it should be reviewed 
in a two-year activity for upgrades and updates. Councilors should be open to potential changes 
that are studied and have found better and more reliable.  
 
5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table with respect to decisions 

around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 
 
I would invite and encourage the City to do more and continuous research on climate change 
impacts on urban forests, the urban forest’s roles in climate change mitigation and adaptation, and 
urban forest-related or climate change-related action(s). It is because the climate change and urban 
forest policies of Coquitlam do not include the same information relative to the three perspectives 
mentioned above. Canadian researchers have experienced poor alignment between climate change 
and urban forest policies in definitions, terms, language consistency, and engagement/collaboration 
(Cheng et al., 2021). I like the City and Council to invest and spend more time on environmental 
problems and solutions before environmental challenges become a non-curable syndrome. 
 
6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 

• Single-family homes being redeveloped 

• increasing density in existing neighborhoods 

• new development in existing forested areas 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 
 
I care about the soundscapes of our city. Coquitlam should hold onto its balance of bio-phony, 
geophony, and anthrophony. The balance is directly related to the vegetation diversity, keeping 
ground cover, and the wildlife, particularly birds, more vertical heterogeneity, with an uneven 
canopy height or multilayered vegetation. The balance is inversely related to the equal height of 
buildings, the density of high-rises, the number of parks, and their area in the city. I support 
single-family homes being redeveloped but keeping the trees or planting new and more trees. I 
support decreasing race in increasing density in existing neighborhoods. When Coquitlam homes 
are full, people would naturally look for homes and live in the cities with more land. I support a 
meaningful, studied development in existing forest areas where the climate change indicators are 
fully considered.  

 
7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 

levels by 2030 and reach net zero by 2050? 
 
IPCC is faced with questions about its role in keeping a balance between science and politics when 
investigating and reporting to the world. However, I support its recommendations while watching 
new technologies and possibilities. IPCC should take a solution-oriented science without blending it 
with politics but interact with stakeholders outside the UN framework convention on climate 
change. We should have a better approach/use of carbon taxes. In the Cap-and-Trade program, the 



Cap is a motivating and useful element, but the Trade part could be distracting for companies. 
Greenhous gas removal should be better categorized, governed, and incentivized with proper 
framing leading to policy recommendations that are inclusive, robust, urgent, and justifiable for all. 
 
8. How will you protect our City’s streams? 
 

• Protect riparian buffer at all costs (I don’t know how many feet the norm currently is).  

• Decrease stormwater runoff from impervious urban surfaces, such as roofs, carparks, and 
roads. (These might be piped directly to streams, but I am not sure).  

• Review traditional stormwater management arrangements (Do we have stormwater control 
tanks? What was the last time we reviewed them?) 

• Integrating spatial analysis using geographic information systems software to map existing 
sources of environmental stress on streams (Should be practical nowadays).  

• Consider relevant social and political characteristics (geography and environmental by-laws 
can meet) (Nelson, 2019). 

• Educate the public seriously as the diverse culture of Coquitlam may have different 
definitions of protection or varied knowledge of streams).  

 
9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only:  
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 
 
Not currently. We should wait for possible/potential developments in Burke Mountain. I also do not 
want to discuss this matter in Port Coquitlam as I am a Coquitlam candidate. 
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Teri Towner  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL, incumbent) 
 
 
1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 
 
I have been an active, involved, engaged member of my community for decades and having the 

opportunity to elevate my public service to that of a community-minded City Councillor is an 

honour and privilege I take seriously.  I am always looking for concrete ways to be part of the 

solution and to do so from the point of view of serving the public, by listening, responding, 

collaborating and serving. Cities are not just roads, pipes, buildings and infrastructure. Cities are 

people. I am running for re-election to continue supporting and advocating for healthy, active, 

connected, welcomed and safe citizens. 

 

Although we are showing leadership and responding responsibly towards tackling the housing crisis 

- what many say is the number one issue currently facing British Columbia - it’s a challenge to 

manage the growth to our city and region while respecting our neighbourhoods and preserving 

what’s here now. We need to ensure we have enough amenities (rec centres, libraries, parks, 

police/fire etc.) to meet the demands and needs for a healthy, connected, active and safe 

population. And we need to accomplish all this while addressing climate change, increased traffic, 

affordability and keeping property taxes low. I am running to continue the momentum Coquitlam 

has towards all these important issues.   

 

During the pandemic I decided to run every metre of every street in Coquitlam and then every 

metre of every street in Port Moody, Anmore, Belcarra and Port Coquitlam. I ran these 2200km 

strictly for mental health and physical health reasons - and because I like challenges – but, as I ran 

around every sliver of our city, my “solutions oriented” approach revealed itself. I couldn’t just run 

by things I saw that needed addressing. I had many improvements made throughout Coquitlam 

with respect to signage, illegal dumping, lighting etc. and I’ve provided input during discussions at 

the Council table regarding walkability in certain neighbourhoods, parking on residential streets etc. 

I’m telling you this to share that how passionate I am in doing what I can, when I can, to have a 

positive impact across our city. I set out to run for MY health and wellness but it morphed into 

health and wellness of my city too.   

 

I truly love Coquitlam and am passionate about addressing the challenges of today with a 

collaborative, focused approach. That’s why I’m running for re-election.   

 
 
2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If 

so, can you briefly describe why? 



 
Yes, I consider myself a good choice for voters concerned with environmental issues.  I have a 
logical, practical, balanced approached to addressing the housing crisis and our city and region’s 
growth with protecting what’s here now. I feel strongly about only developing where there are 
already people – within the Urban Containment Boundary - and putting density in the right places – 
for example, around rapid transit.  
 
I support Coquitlam’s Environmental Sustainability Plan and its strategies and actions, advocate for 
EV-readiness, cycling and sustainable transportation options, “green” buildings, transit-oriented 
planning and development, planting trees and doing all we can to protect our air and water. I 
brought forward an anti-idling bylaw for Coquitlam and am proud that it was established, approved 
and implemented this year.  
 
I support and attend tree-planting, invasive plant pulling, and shoreline cleanup events – and every 
other environmental initiative I am made aware of.  This month a “curbside pickup” event took 
place over two days so residents could pass on usable items they no longer need – and keep them 
out of the landfill. I brought that idea to Coquitlam and am pleased Council supported my proposal 
and staff made it happen.  Over 100 households advertised their involvement and I will push for this 
to be an annual event.    
 
I constantly advocate for more community gardens, walkability, cyclability, planting of trees etc. I 
always aim to be solutions-oriented and do what I can today to make for a better tomorrow.   
I will continue to support and advocate for partnering with innovators to develop green solutions 
and tech-based solutions to environmental challenges.  One example of this is “Project Greenlight” 
that was launched this year.  We need to be innovative, embrace new solutions, and partner where 
appropriate to find these solutions. 
 
On a personal level, I utilize a rain barrel, recycle/compost everything (my black garbage bin is 
rarely more than 25% full every 2 weeks) I use mesh bags for produce when shopping and cloth 
bags for groceries. I use stainless steel straws, reusable containers for coffee and food, I use my e-
bike to do errands and commute to/from city hall, I use laundry strips and support products with 
minimal/no packaging – and much more.  I have raised my young adult/teens to also embrace 
environmentally-friendly lifestyle habits.   
 
 
3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would you 

propose to address them?   
 
I see climate change as our City’s greatest environmental challenge. Climate change is having and 
will have a huge impact on Coquitlam.  
 
Some actions I propose to address climate change include: 

• Have a solid plan with measurable targets outlining actions, goals with respect to climate 
action 

• Promote practices that reduce GHGs and conserve energy; be a model/leader in adopting 
these practices 



• Request staff to include metrics and measurements around the IPCC targets in relevant 
plans and reports outlining the impact towards achieving the targets 

• Anti-idling policies/bylaws, (which I succeeded in getting in Coquitlam this year), EV fleet 
vehicles and EV readiness all around Coquitlam 

• LED lighting 

• Heat-recovery systems; incentives/grants for residents to install “green” heating systems 

• Trees, trees, trees and more trees. Plant them, have a robust urban forest management 
plan, promote trees, celebrate trees so the public knows their value 

• Keep promoting and designing neighbourhoods so sustainable modes of transportation are 
easy to utilize: cycling infrastructure, car-share programs, e-mobility, increased transit 
options. The more people we can get out of their vehicle for daily trips, the better.  

• Have a robust waste recycling program in place 

• and many other initiatives – they all add up. 

• Another action is a well-thought out, comprehensive communication plan to residents 
sharing ideas, initiatives and how they can play their part towards addressing climate 
change. 

 
Our changing climate is already having devastating effects on our people, our natural environment 
and our built environment.  We need to do all we can, whenever we can to address it.    
 
 
4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 

 
The Environmental Sustainability Plan, adopted unanimously earlier this year, is thorough and well 
thought-out. I support the five themes - Climate Action, Built Environment, Waste Management, 
Water Management and Natural Areas, Wildlife & Habitat - and the goals, strategies and actions 
within each theme. All of these support environmental sustainability of Coquitlam. I do think the 
Plan is forward-thinking and will help guide decisions to be made in our city down the road.  
 
Within the theme of “Climate Action”, the GHG reduction targets – 45% reduction by 2030 and 
carbon neutrality by 2050 – are in line with the IPCC climate targets. I think these targets are 
necessary and prudent.  
 
An action included in the ESP is to develop a new Climate Action Plan which is a “A” priority in the 
City’s Business Plan. I think this will be a very important body of work outlining how the City will 
achieve the GHG reduction targets and regardless of the election outcome, I will be paying 
attention to this plan.   
 
 
5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to 

decisions around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage?  
 
Every report that comes to Council with respect to a development application contains various 

sections about the development such as the unit type and mix, the landscaping, the amenity space, 

transportation demand management and environment sustainability.  I always read every report 



but I zero in on and pay extra focus to the section on environmental sustainability. Every 

development must have EV charging readiness, outline the energy step code implementation policy 

etc.  I always look at the tree replacement numbers etc. I will continue to pay special attention to 

these measures and if something doesn’t seem like enough, or if something is missing, I will ask the 

questions and when necessary, push for more. 

 

I will continue to ask about central or district on-site heating and cooling systems in big 
developments as these systems reduce the amount of natural gas and electricity needed and also 
reduce GHGs compared to traditional heating and cooling systems. 
 
I will remain passionate about transportation demand measurements measures to get people out 
of their cars, ensure developments come with transit passes and car-share programs, lots of 
appropriate and safe bike parking and storage etc. 
 
I will continue to support developmental policies that promote a compact urban region that is 
walkable, connected and has as much green space as possible.  I was pleased to support the 
recently-approved City Centre Streetscape guidelines, of which one guiding principle is 
“environmental sustainability and enhance natural areas”. 
 
If I am re-elected, I would be absolutely thrilled to be given the opportunity to chair the 
Sustainability & Environmental Advisory Committee again. (I am the current chair) 
 
 
6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 

• single family homes being redeveloped 

• increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 

• new development in existing forested areas 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 
 
There should be no development in forested areas outside the Urban Containment Boundary.  All 
new housing and development should be where people already are.  I don’t support urban sprawl 
with citizens sitting in vehicles commuting to/from work every day. Urban sprawl has significant 
environmental, economic and social consequences. Supporting our population growth should 
only take place in urban areas where there is already a population. This may on occasion, result in 
“gentle density” increases in single family neighbourhoods and result in tree loss.  
 
I approach these challenges by promoting a healthy, vibrant urban canopy. Some ideas how this 
can be done: 

• develop a citywide urban forest management plan (which the city is working on),  

• support and promote initiatives such as this year’s “Tree Spree” campaign which will 
result in 10,000 trees being planted in Coquitlam in 2022,  

• planting street trees at every opportunity and ensuring they are cared for appropriately 

• ensure trees being planted are resilient to our changing climate, and  



• raise public awareness about the value of trees through volunteer initiatives and 
educational programs. 

 
I also support and am encouraged by the recently finalized City Centre Streetscape Guidelines. 
One of the three guiding principles used as focus in developing these guidelines is that of 
environmental sustainability. Trees, landscaping and green infrastructure is proposed to be 
integrated into the design of the City Centre public realm.  This will increase access to green 
space, address urban heat island effects and improve storm water management. If I am re-
elected, I will keep my eye on all of these elements and push for more if I see fit. 
 
 

7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 
levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050?   
 

Yes. We need targets and to take action towards achieving them.  More gets accomplished when 
there is a quantitative metric and a deadline. Climate change is real and its impacts are already 
more widespread and severe than was expected.  We need to show leadership by adopting these 
targets and doing all we can to ensure we achieve the reductions. 
 
 
8. How will you protect our City’s streams?   

 
 

Personally, regardless of the election outcome, I will continue participating in shoreline cleanups, 
continue with my “adopt a drain” stewardship, continue with litter pick up, continue leaving zero 
footprint and leaving the area cleaner than when I found it when I hike, picnic etc. I am very 
fortunate to have a yard and a garden and I pledge to continue NOT using pesticides; to continue 
promoting pesticide-free gardening etc.    

 
If re-elected, I will continue advocating for cigarette butt receptacles to keep butts out of our 
streams, promote the “Adopt a Trail” and “Adopt a Street” litter cleanup initiatives, etc. I will 
continue to ask about and support riparian initiatives that include streamside protection, 
watercourse setbacks, grasses and shrubs next to streams and other important streamside 
practices.  I will support budget requests when/if we need to hire qualified environmental 
professionals to consult, assess, provide input when development projects are proposed.  
  
 
9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only:  
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where?  
 
I haven’t seen the designs or anything but I *think* there’s a Lincoln crossing in the plans.  I support 
that in theory but I never form an opinion about something without complete information. I’ll give 
my final opinion when I have complete and full information. I don’t support any other crossings of 
the Coquitlam River – for example, RiverWalk.  
  



Carl Trepanier  (CANDIDATE FOR COUNCIL) 
 
 
1. Why are you running for office and what do you hope to accomplish? 

 
I have a deep connection with Coquitlam. We live in a well-managed, welcoming community and I 

want to strengthen these factors. I want to play a role in managing growth to protect our 

environment, the character of our neighbourhoods, our green spaces and access to community 

services. I hope to factor transportation, geography and amenities into development for the best fit 

for the neighbourhood. I am a passionate advocate for sport, fitness and recreation for all ages and 

abilities. I will ensure the construction and renovation of facilities meet the needs of our residents. 

 
2. Do you consider yourself a good choice for voters concerned about environmental issues?  If 
so, can you briefly describe why? 
 
I do consider myself a good choice for voters concerned about the environment because I live as 
environmentally friendly a day to day life as possible. As a family we reduce, reuse and recycle on a 
daily basis. We take advantage of green waste and recycling programs to reduce our solid waste to 
half of a kitchen sized bag every two weeks, sometimes even less. We own a hybrid vehicle and our 
next vehicle will be fully electric. Our motto is pack it in pack it out whenever we are on excursions 
in natural settings.   
 
I am a person who would rather be outdoors than indoors so I have a deep respect for nature and 
the environment. I value clean air and water as essential to life. This is the mindset I will bring to 
Council if elected. 
 
3. What do you see as our City’s greatest environmental challenges and what actions would 
you propose to address them? 
 
The greatest problem the planet (so by extension our City) faces is climate change due to GHG’s. I 
would have the City Government lead by example through the adoption of electric vehicles, 
renewable energy, advanced technology and other initiatives to reduce the municipal government’s 
production of GHG’s. I would work to increase the number of charging stations for electric vehicles 
in the city both on public and private facilities. We need to develop a comprehensive education 
program to inform our residents of the steps they can take to reduce their carbon footprints. And 
since this is a global program, I would look for as many partners as possible in local, provincial and 
federal governments and the business world to work with in sharing ideas and supporting each 
other in efforts to bring climate change under control.  
 
4. What is your assessment of our City’s environmental plan? 
 
I feel the document on the whole is good. I believe the GHG section is aspirational and lacks 
specifics and a realistic target and does not address the urgency of reaching a very high target by 
2030. The Build Environment initiatives will help to slow down the harmful effects on the 
environment. The Waste Management section is solid (pardon the pun). I would add some 



automated monitoring to the Water Management section and, as a practical matter, increase fines 
for polluting streams and waterways. The final section on Natural Areas, Wildlife and Habitat will 
evolve over the next two to three years as the studies and monitoring are conducted and analyzed. 
I feel this is a good start to this section.  
 
5. How will you ensure that there is an environmental 'voice at the table’ with respect to 
decisions around development, urban forest management, and canopy coverage? 

 
My hope is that we elect a full council that gives voice to environmental issues. Council 
makes decisions based partly on expert opinion from staff or outside specialists. We need to 
ensure that the direction given to these experts includes environmental concerns and that 
the experts are qualified to judge specific actions based on environmental outcomes.  

 
6. Tree losses occur regularly in the following situations: 

• single family homes being redeveloped 

• increasing density in existing neighbourhoods 

• new development in existing forested areas 
How would you approach the challenges these activities present? 
 
I believe we need a comprehensive mandatory tree replacement program to offset the loss of 
trees whether it comes from development, acts of nature, or the need to remove unsafe trees. 
Property owners, developers and the city should be responsible for planting replacement trees as 
part of a program that provides suitable areas for planting new trees and a monitoring program 
to ensure the trees are viable and survive. Any tree over a certain size that is removed should be 
replaced with new trees. In addition we should reexamine established limits on the number of 
trees that can be cleared in a given area over a set period of time without special authorization.  

 
7. Do you support the IPCC recommendations to decrease carbon emissions by 45% from 2010 
levels by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050? 
 
I do support the recommendations but I fear we will be unable to reach the 2030 targets without 
major advances in technology. There appears to be little political will to lower emissions as 
evidenced by our inability to hit GHG reduction targets in the past. There are no plans in place on a 
municipal, provincial or federal level to achieve the target and we are just over 7 years from 2030.  
 
8. How will you protect our City’s streams? 

 
As I stated above I believe we require more automated and human monitoring of streams and 
waterways and increased fines for those caught polluting our water.  
 
9. Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam only:  
Would you support additional road crossings of the Coquitlam River?  If so, where? 
 
I would support additional pedestrian and cycling crossings but do not see the need for more road 
crossings. In my view there is very limited space that is not either park or difficult terrain along the 



river and I do not believe the conflict with nature is warranted. Plus I believe our mobility difficulties 
are north/south on either side of the river rather than east/west across the river. I believe we need 
more crossings like the Coast Meridian Overpass rather than more crossings of the Coquitlam River.  


