
NUMBER 185MAY 2007

Burke Mountain Naturalists, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, B.C. V3B 7J4

BURKE MOUNTAIN NATURALISTS

Next Meeting: June 12, at 7:00pm: 
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H
istorically there were abundant eelgrass
beds throughout Burrard Inlet, but now
its distribution is severely limited. On

Saturday, March 24th volunteers from Burrard
Inlet Marine Enhancement Society, Port Moody
Ecological Society, Burke Mountain Naturalists
and the Pacific WildLife Foundation (about 15
volunteers in all) came together to transplant
eelgrass into Port Moody Inlet, just northeast of
Rocky Point Pier.
The “Sustaining Salmonids at Sea” project

was proposed by Rod MacVicar and Ruth
Foster. Funding came from a Pacific Salmon
Foundation grant. The project had the support of
the Seagrass Working Conservation Group a
subcontract was arranged with the Seachange
Marine Conservation Society to plant the
eelgrass on the sub-tidal mudflat.

Dr. Cynthia Durance, of Precision
Identification, oversaw the collection of plants
from an approved harvesting site at Roberts
Bank coal terminals and also taught the group of
volunteers how to prepare them at the Rocky
Point pier.

Five hundred and fifty eelgrass plants were
collected on Friday, March the 23rd. They were
held in sea water over-night and then each plant
was weighted down with a steel washer before
being planted at a depth of between 1 and 2
metres at low tide in areas not far from the pier
at Rocky Point.

In order to understand the significance of this
event, it is necessary to have a look at the value
of eelgrass in sustaining a healthy and
productive marine environment:

Eelgrass plant size: Up to 4 feet (1.2 metres)
in length.

Range: FromAlaska to California along the
Pacific coast and from Greenland to North
Carolina along the Atlantic coast.

Eelgrass beds grow submerged or partially
floating from the muddy or sandy bottoms in
shallow bays and coves, tidal creeks, and
estuaries. Eelgrass (genus Zostera) contains
twelve species. Zostera marina is the common

species of North America. Often taken for
seaweed, it really is a blooming underwater
grass, which spreads by rhizomes or roots. Most
eelgrasses have ribbon-like leaves, about 1 cm
wide. The flowers are enclosed in the sheaths of
the leaf bases, the fruits are bladder-like and can
float. Eelgrass grows in meadows that build up
in the spring and summer and decay in the fall
and winter.

Eelgrasses serve as a haven for crabs, scallops,
numerous species of fish, and other wildlife,

Volunteers Plant Eelgrass in Port Moody Inlet  
by Jim Mattson

Photo by TomMiddleton
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providing these creatures with habitat, nursery
grounds, and food. The long blades of grass often
are covered with tiny marine plants and animals.

Damage to eelgrass affects whole populations
of fish, including threatened salmon, waterfowl,
shellfish, and other animals, as well as the
stability of our shorelines. Unfortunately over
the past 70 years about 90% of all eelgrass
throughout its range along the Atlantic and

around 30% throughout its range along the
Pacific coast has been destroyed.

Some scientists believe that this destruction
has been caused by human activities such as
dredging and boat propeller scouring, and that
the sea-beds have been denied sunlight by
increasing masses of algae (stimulated by
nutrient pollution) as well as by increased levels
of suspended sediments from land runoff.

Several of the eelgrass project volunteers
expressed excitement about this opportunity to
improve local habitat and survival for the coho
and chum salmon they work so hard to raise at
Noon's Creek Hatchery and at Mossom Creek
Hatchery in Port Moody.

(Note from Elaine) I was thrilled to be able to
assist with this project in March. When Christine
Hanrahan and I prepared the Shoreline
Inventory Report in 1994, we were intrigued to
discover eelgrass beds had been documented
just off Old Orchard Beach in the 1970s but had

since disappeared for unknown reasons. It will
be interesting to see this transplant is successful.
The eelgrass was salvaged from an area of
Robert's Bank that will be destroyed to allow
massive port expansion. While it's good to know
some of this eelgrass will be transplanted, I
think the Port Authority should be required to
finance projects for eelgrass restoration
throughout the Georgia Strait in order to
compensate for losses at Roberts Banks. Rod
and Ruth have submitted another grant proposal
to continue with the eelgrass transplantation
work in Port MoodyArm over the next three
years. A component of this grant will involve
monitoring bird use in transplanted areas under
the direction of Dr. Rob Butler from SFU. In
addition to their beneficial impacts on fish
populations, it is anticipated that eel grass beds
will also benefit the bird species which feed on
these fish. We hope that BMN members will be
interested in volunteering for some of this
monitoring work on species such as great blue
herons and western grebes.

Photo by Ron Phillips

O
nApril 25, Bev Temp phoned me to tell
me about an exciting and rare sighting in
her back yard at River Springs. She says

they have hundreds of birds at their chipped
seed feeders. However, a surprise visitor was a
female Snow Bunting, first seen by Bev onApril
19th. Subsequent to that, on April 22, she and
Jack saw the male Snow Bunting, and were able
to take pictures. As of April 26, the birds had not
been seen again.
One day while out

geocaching in Ioco, I was
stopped and became
spellbound by a Ruby-
crowned Kinglet, who was
raising and lowering the
feathers on the top of its
head. The feathers when
raised were like a tiny fire
ablaze on its crown. The
raised feathers were flat
too, not curved as shown in
bird books. Of course there
was a female nearby, who
was paying attention too.
The male was at my eye
level and about 3 metres
fromme, and quite wound
up in its wooing.

Many of us were out on
Earth Day, April 22. I was
part of a group which
removed 500 kg of
English Ivy, an invasive
plant, from Burnaby Lake
Park, one of our great

GVRD parks. More work will be scheduled
there in the fall, after the nesting season.

Hilary Maguire writes: Spring is my favourite
time of year. It's a thrill to spot each migrating
species as it returns, but a highlight of April for
me is having Townsend's Solitaires return to my
yard. The first one showed up onApril 5th in my
yard and in the past few weeks I've observed up

to three at once in the area. I've seen these birds
regularly each spring (and sometimes in the fall
too) in my neighbourhood for a number of years
now. This year, as I watched them foraging in ivy-
covered trees for the ivy berries it occurred to me
that whenever I've seen them in spring, they've
been in proximity to this food source. These ivy
berries seem to be a main staple of the Solitaires
as they migrate through my neighbourhood on the

North Shore of Port Moody.

A book club I am part of has
just finished reading Chasing
the Comet, as told by Patricia
Koretchuk. I don't know if this
book has been profiled for
BMN before, but those of you
with an interest in Colony Farm
and Riverview history ought to
read this book. It is the
fascinating story of David
Caldow, a Scotsman who
among other endeavours, was
the farm manager at Colony
Farm when there were still
cows, horses, and crops. Many
patients would work along side
the hired hands, and David
Caldow would oversee them
too. The book is in the library;
check it out!

Please send me your nature
sightings and observations.
Contact me
atRozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca,
or phone or fax me at 604-421-
5292/5294.

Nature and Feeder Watch By Rozanne Thomson

Townsend's Solitaire captured by digiscope as it passed through Port Moody in April.
Photo by Hilary Maguire
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David Schutz's search for owls at Colony Farm paid off on March 1 when he
located this Northern Saw-whet Owl on the PoCo Trail near the Mary Hill
Bypass. David's sighting is only the second Northern Saw-whet Owl reported
from Colony Farm. Photo by David Schutz

L
ast month, I suggested people could write
a letter to Premier Campbell asking him
to respect provincial park boundaries by

not allowing a transmission line across a
wilderness area of Pinecone Burke Provincial
Park. I also suggested people should request his
government develop an integrated management
plan for run-of-river projects so that we don't
end up with an excessive number of
transmission lines criss-crossing the province
and disrupting important wildlife habitat. Now I
think we should ensure Energy Minister Richard
Neufeld receives a similar message.
The manner under which these run-or-river

projects are developed is very much akin to a
gold-rush process where companies stake out a
river and then develop their claim. There are
now apparently almost 500 hundred of these
“claims” staked with more in process. We have
been told that every suitable river in BC now has
a run-of-river water license on it. This is not
only more energy that BC needs but it is also an
extremely haphazard manner in which to allow
development of this resource to occur. At the
very least, we are likely to end up with a number
of redundant transmission lines built at a cost to
the environment as well as to electricity
consumers who are the ones who will eventually
pay the price.

The Canadian Centre for PolicyAlternatives
recently released a report, “Sticker Shock, The
Impending Cost of BC Hydro's Shift to Private

Power Producers” by John Calvert (see
www.policyalternatives.ca). Calvert points out
that one consequence of allowing private
producers to develop these resources in the
absence of an overall management plan will be
far higher prices for electricity in the future.
Calvert believes BC Hydro would do a far better
and more efficient job of developing these
resources in a timely and logical pattern.
Regardless of whether this is done privately or
publicly, it is irresponsible of government not to
play a regulatory role to ensure run-of-river
resources are developed effectively and
efficiently with as little harm to the environment
as possible. We can't call this energy “green” if its
development destroys wild salmon habitat, slices
up provincial parks and damages critical wildlife
habitat. Apart from a lack of overall planning,
there also appears to be inadequate attention paid
to monitoring these projects to be certain that all
regulations and guidelines are followed. These
days, we constantly hear the provincial
government is “under-resourced”. This means
they don't have enough staff to do their jobs
effectively. It seems that cutting the red tape of
regulation simply means that future generations
will pay the cost of our lack of oversight today.

We know from past experience that a big boom
is often followed by a big bust. I remain to be
convinced that we actually need all that much
power from these run-of-river facilities. With
appropriate development of their own generating

facilities plus conservation initiatives, BC Hydro
certainly has enough publicly-owned resources
to supply our needs. Run-of-river projects
generate the most electricity in April and May
when the snow is melting. That's when BC
Hydro has excess capacity as well so it's hardly
the time when BC Hydro will need to purchase
additional power from private producers. The
largest electricity demands in BC come in the
winter months when run-of-river facilities have
little capacity to generate electricity because
high elevation rivers will be mostly frozen.
Imagine what our province could look like if
even half of the run-of-river projects go bust at
some point in the future. We could end up with
abandoned and damaged rivers left behind with
rusting hulks of pipes leaching corrosive
material next to sensitive streams.

Please write to The Honourable Richard
Neufeld, Minister of Energy, Mines and
Petroleum Resources, PO Box 9060, Stn. Prov.
Govt., Victoria, BCV8W 9E2. You can email
him at EMPR.Minister@gov.bc.ca, phone him at
250-387-5896 or fax him at 250-356-2965. Be
sure to mention your opposition to hydroelectric
transmission lines crossing a wilderness area of
Pinecone Burke Provincial Park and the need for
the province to develop an integrated
management plan for the timely development of
run-of-river resources.

Action Item of the Month:  

Ask Minister Neufeld for a Sound Energy Plan By ElaineGolds

AGreat Horned Owl is nesting this year in the deciduous tree stands on
the south side of the Deas Island Regional Park by the lake. There are two
owlets in the nest but one seems to be much smaller and hiding behind the
mother all the time. Two in the photo were very active, and quite alert
when a Bald Eagle flew overhead. Photo by Kiyoshi Takahashi



Wednesday, May 9 at 7 pm: 
Colony Farm Park Association Meeting at
GVRD's Central Area Avalon office in Burnaby.
New members always welcome, please contact
CFPAChair, Elaine. Volunteers are needed to
help host the Partners in Park Event on May 12.

Saturday, May 12th, 
9:00am to Noon:  
Knotweed Removal at DeBoville Slough. We
need your help! Come out and help the Friends
of DeBoville Slough for the first DeBoville
Slough Japanese Knotweed control work party
of 2007. Meet at DeBoville Slough, at Cedar
Ave. & Victoria Drive Coquitlam. Wesbild will
be helping out with equipment, beverages and
lunch again this year. For more info call David at
604-941-2498 or email burkemtnman@shaw.ca

Saturday, May 12, 
10 am - 2 pm: 
The Great Salmon Send-off hosted by the
Stoney Creek Salmon Society at Stoney Creek
Elementary School in Burnaby. Help salmon
kick their hatchery habit and get a real life in a
stream. BMN will attend with a display on the
Upper Pitt and children's puzzles. Volunteers are
needed to assist with this event. If you can help,
please phone Carole at 604-461-3864. With 2
events on the same day, the usual crew of BMN
volunteers is stretched thin so we really need
some additional help.

Saturday, May 12, 1- 4 pm:
International Migratory Bird Day at Colony
Farm Regional Park. The Park Association
hosts their annual Partners in the Park event at
Colony Farm (end of Colony Farm Road). Tour
the thriving community gardens at 2 pm and
learn how the Park Association plans to restore
the two remaining heritage buildings. BMN, as
part of the “Birds on the Bay Events” will be
hosting birding walks to celebrate International
Migratory Bird Day. It's possible that the Lazuli
Buntings will arrive just in time for this
event…they typically appear mid May. At 1 pm,
join Liz Thunstrom and Doug Charles for a
short “Hedgerow Hike” to learn why hedgerows
provide such valuable wildlife habitat. Later in
the day, Al and Jude Grass will join Liz and
Doug for 3 pm birding tours around the farm to
search for migratory songbirds. Once again,
Norma Gillespie will be helping children plant a
pot for Mother's Day and hosting a seedling sale
(all proceeds to heritage building restoration at
the Farm). It should be a delightful day - we
hope to see many BMN members in attendance!

Sunday, May 13, 10am-3pm:  
Organic Blueberry Plant Sale at Formosa Farm,
Maple Ridge. The Western Canada Wilderness
Committee invites everyone to Formosa Farm
to rescue blueberry plants about to be destroyed

by construction of a connector road for the
Golden Ears Bridge (for which a portion of this
Farm was expropriated). For $10 and up, you
can purchase a plant that needs a new home.
Funds will help the family relocate their
nursery. At 12617- 203rd Street in Maple Ridge
(between 132nd and Dewdney Trunk). We hope
to be there with our display on the Upper Pitt.
See formosanursery.com for a map.

Sunday, May 13 at 1 pm:  
Riverview Hospital Tree Tour. Meet on the
uphill side on the Henry Esson Young Building
for a public tree tour on Mother's Day. Take
Holly Drive, the main road through the
Riverview Hospital site, turn uphill on Oak
Crescent, the HEY building is to the right on
Kalmia. Signs will be posted. Photography not
permitted except with advance written
permission.

Thursday, May 17 at 7 pm:  
Friends of DeBoville SloughAnnual General
Meeting at Pinetree Community Centre. New
members always welcome.

Sunday, May 27 at 1 pm:  
Special Children's Tree Tour at Riverview. See
May 13 for directions.

Saturday, June 2,
9 am and 3 pm:
Environment Week Special! The
Colony Farm Park Association and
Burke Mountain Naturalists host lazuli
bunting walks around Colony Farm.
This is the height of the nesting season
for these colourful migratory
songbirds and Colony Farm is the best
place in the lower mainland to see
them. Join leader, Istvan Orosi, for the
9 am walk. In addition, Al Grass and
Istvan will lead walks at 3 pm. This
event is also sponsored as part of the
“Birds on the Bay Events”.

Saturday, June 2, 
9:00 - Noon:   
Knotweed Removal at
DeBoville Slough  
We need your help! Come out and
help the Friends of DeBoville Slough
for their second DeBoville Slough
Japanese Knotweed control work
party of 2007. Meet at DeBoville
Slough, at Cedar Ave. & Victoria
Drive Coquitlam. Wesbild will be
helping out with equipment, beverages
and lunch again this year. For more
information call David at 604-941-
2498 or email burkemtnman@shaw.ca

June 3-9:  
Environment Week. 
Aquick perusal of Environment Canada's
website suggests Environment Week might be a
low key event this year with no events posted
there by late April…maybe that's appropriate
given that our government has decided to duck
out of the Kyoto Agreement to Combat Global
Warming.

Saturday, June 9 at 10 am:  
Join Al Grass at Wild Bird Trust's Maplewood
Flats for a tour to enjoy birds on a summer
morning. Meet at the Sanctuary office for a 2
hour walk. No dogs, please.

Tuesday, June 12 at 7 pm:  
BMNMonthly Meeting at Riverview. Because
the weather is typically too nice to meet
indoors, our June meeting takes the form of a
pleasant stroll through the Riverview Hospital
grounds led by Don Gillespie. We will finish at
Finnie’s Garden for refreshments kindly
organized by Norma Gillespie and others. At
Finnie’s, we will stop to enjoy the wonderful
habitat improvements made this spring around
the pond by Niall Williams.
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Announcements:

A photo taken on April 16 while counting Heron nests
at the Heron Colony on the Fraser River near Colony
Farm. Photo by Kiyoshi Takahashi



For all of our hikes, participants are
reminded to be self-sufficient and to bring
water, food, appropriate clothing, and sturdy
footwear. Hikers must be physically fit and
will be required to sign a waiver before
participating. Participants who are not
members of the Club and/or the Federation
of BC Naturalists (FBCN) will be eligible for
liability coverage under the FBCN insurance
scheme for a maximum of three field trips.
Also, as we like to carpool, remember that
drivers need to be reimbursed.

Saturday, May 26:  
Alouette River Dykes
This moderate hike will be along part of the
Alouette River dykes system. It is a totally level
loop hike in the Pitt Meadows area. The views
are wonderful and there will be a chance to see
birds. Roundtrip distance is approximately 13
km (8.1 mi). Carpool from 3005 Fleet Street in
Coquitlam at 9:00 am. Return at 2:30 pm. For
more information contact Gill (604-461-4873).

Sunday, June 3:  
Woodland Walk
To celebrate the twelfth anniversary of the
creation of Pinecone Burke Provincial Park, we
will do an easy to moderate hike along the
Woodland Walk Trail. This trip will be
advertised as a public hike. On this outing we
will travel through a lovely mature second
growth forest and view a beautiful waterfall.
Roundtrip distance is 7 km (4.4 mi) with an
elevation gain of 200 m (650 ft). Meet at the top
of Harper Road (off Coast Meridian) at 8:00 am.
and return at 1:00 pm.

Saturday, June 23: Munro Lake
Trail Maintenance/Hike
This is another day spent on Burke Mountain
doing some necessary trail maintenance. Most
of the work needed is on the way to Munro
Lake, but if time allows we might go as far as
Dennett Lake. Roundtrip distance is 10 km (6.2
mi) with an elevation gain of 860 m (2830 ft).
We will meet at 8:00 am. Return at 5:00 pm. For
meeting place and more info contact Ian.

Saturday, July 7: Munro Lake
Viewpoint & Dennett Lake
A recently found viewpoint overlooking Munro
Lake and the mountains beyond is the focus of
this moderately strenuous hike. From the
viewpoint, Munro Lake is at your feet and the
Golden Ears Mountains are just a valley away.
Dennett Lake will be a stopping point and if
time allows we will wander around Munro Lake.
Roundtrip distance is 12 km (7.4 mi) with an
elevation gain of 900 m (2960 ft). Meet at the
Quarry Road parking lot in Minnekhada
Regional Park at 8:00 am. Return at 5:00 pm.

Sunday, July 15:  South Slope
Trail Maintenance/Hike
This is another day spent on Burke Mountain
doing some necessary trail maintenance.We hope
to get to Hourglass Lake and possibly farther.
Roundtrip distance is approximately 14 km (8.7
mi) with an elevation gain of 765 m (2500 ft). We
will meet at 8:00 am. Return at 5:00 pm. For
meeting place and more info contact Ian.

Saturday, September 8:  
Burke Summit
This moderate to difficult hike is a must for keen
hikers in the Tri-cities. We will travel on old
logging roads through splendid second growth
and then on trails to experience the old growth of
Burke Mountain. We will hear some of the
history while enjoying the many waterfalls along
this trail. Once most of our elevation is gained,
we will enter the “lake district,” where the many
lakes beckon the hardy for a cool dip. The
elevation gain is 880 metres (2880 ft.) with a 20
km (12.5 mi) return distance. Meet at the top of
Harper Road at 8:00 am. Return at 5:00 pm.

Saturday, September 29:
Coquitlam Lake View Trail
Maintenance/Hike
This is one more day spent on Burke Mountain
doing some necessary trail maintenance. We will
make it to the trail's end where Coquitlam Lake
and Colony Farm are within view. Roundtrip
distance is approximately 9.4 km (5.8 mi) with
an elevation gain of 580 m (1905 ft). We will
meet at 8:00 am. Return at 4:00 pm. For meeting
place and more info contact Ian.

Saturday, October 13:  Buntzen
Creek (Halvor Lunden Trail)
On this moderately strenuous hike, we will use
the finely constructed Halvor Lunden Trail up
Buntzen Creek to gain the top of Eagle Ridge.
Then, instead of turning north along the ridge,
we will take a relatively new trail to a rocky
outcrop overlooking the “Cypress Lake Plateau”
and Fraser Valley beyond. Roundtrip distance is
about 8-9 km (5 - 5.5mi) with an elevation gain
of 820 m (2690 ft). Meet at the southeast corner
of the easternmost Buntzen Lake parking lot at
8:00 am. Return 3:00 pm.

Sunday, October 21: Village-
Lake Trail Maintenance/Hike
This is our last day spent on Burke Mountain
doing some much needed trail maintenance.
This is the trail linking the Ski Cabin Village to
the Munro Lake Trail. Roundtrip distance is
approximately 12 km (7.5 mi) with an elevation
gain of 825 m (2700 ft). We will meet at 8:00
am. Return at 4:00 pm. For meeting place and
more info contact Ian.

Sunday, November 4: 
“Belcarra Bluffs”
We will end the year as we began, with a hike in
Belcarra Regional Park. On this occasion we will
climb to the heights of the park and make our
way out to rocky bluffs which should afford a
fine view looking down Burrard Inlet toward
Vancouver. This is an easy to moderate hike.
Roundtrip distance is about 5 km (3.1 mi) or so
with an elevation gain of up to 280 m (920 ft)
(may be less, depending on route). Meet at the
Woodhaven Swamp parking lot (off Tum-tumay-
whueton Drive) in Belcarra Regional Park at
9:00 am. Return 2:00 pm. For more info contact
Ian (604-939-4039) or Mark (604-552-0727).
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BURKE MOUNTAIN NATURALISTS HIKES 2007

Ian McArthur takes a break during a
hike on the South Slope Trail, Burke Mountain.

Photo by Terry Puls

More Strenuous Hikes
These trips are for the more experienced
hiker and require a higher level of fitness.
To register your interest in any of them,
please contact Ian (604-939-4039) or Mark
(604-552-0727). Arrangements will be
made as the summer develops.

Mount Elsay - 16 km (9.9 mi);
1050 m (3450 ft) elev. gain; 9 hrs

Goat Ridge - 19.5 km (12 mi);
1630 m (5340 ft) elev. gain; 10 hrs

Helm Cr. to Rubble Cr. Traverse - 25 km
(15.4 mi); 935 m (3070 ft) elev. gain; 9 hrs

Needle Peak - 13 km (8.1 mi);
855 m (2900 ft) elev. gain; 7 hrs



O
nApril 14, three BMNmembers (Don,
Hilary and I) joined the International
Climate Change Rally held outside the

VancouverArt Gallery. The same day, similar
rallies were held around the world. We enjoyed
upbeat speeches from Joe Foy, Shane Simpson
and several others, had a good time networking
with volunteers from other groups and signed a
few petitions. While we travelled the last leg of
the journey by skytrain, we did car-pool to the
Lougheed station - but that was in Hilary's tiny
car which only sips gasoline and occasionally
burps a little greenhouse gas.
It's always great to be outdoors - especially on a

sunny day in spring. So, it was with great delight
(and a little trepidation) that Don Gillespie and I
spent a busy morning in earlyApril leading
nature walks for several classes of Grades 1-3
children at Seaview Elementary School in Port
Moody. Melrose Creek runs through a forest
beside the school grounds so the children have a
wonderful area close to them for nature study.
This winter, the forest was severely damaged by
windstorms. This has created excellent habitat for
woodpeckers and winter wrens; we were able to
observe several on our walks. During recess, we
had the pleasure of meeting Larry Cowan's
daughter, who teaches at the school.

Kwikwetlem First Nation held a celebration for
the Coquitlam River on the Saturday before Earth
Day at Colony Farm Regional Park next to their
Reserve Lands. Chief Cunningham, George
Chaffee and others gave speeches; several BMN
members were amongst the large group of people
in attendance. It's been very encouraging over the
last decade to see Kwikwetlem First Nation and
stewardship groups step up to support habitat
enhancement along the River. In addition, the
support and direction provided by BC Hydro
through their Water Use Plan and other initiatives
has been very beneficial. It seems light years ago
when that first fateful step was taken on
November 27, 1993. That was when our MLAat
the time, John Cashore, announced a new
Coquitlam River FlowAgreement to increase
water flows for the benefit of fish downstream.At
the event this spring,WatershedWatch had
displays which included some terrific photos of
Al Grist, now deceased, who worked so hard for
so many years to enhance salmon habitat in the
River. No doubtAl would be thrilled to see the
many projects now underway plus the ongoing
studies for sockeye restoration.

New Additions to 
Protected Areas?
Around Earth Day, Environment Minister

Barry Penner announced the addition of a number
of conservancies and parks to our system of

protected areas. I actually don't know what a
“conservancy” is but I would hazard a guess that
it's a form of protected area which carries less
protection than a real park. While many of the
conservancies announced were in the Great Bear
Rainforest area, we did see one announcement
that was closer to home. IndianArm Provincial
Park, first protected in 1995, apparently had 110
hectares added; this was reported to now bring its
size to 6688 hectares. So far, my request to the
Environment Ministry's office for additional
information and a map to identify the new added
area has not been answered.

I was able to ascertain through Iain Black's
office, one of our local MLAs, that the addition
was Croker Island plus a parcel of land (the
former Franell lands) northwest of Croker Island
possibly in the vicinity of Clementine Creek.
However, according to information I received in
1995 (and still have stashed in my files), Croker
Island, Granite Falls and the Clementine fan were
purchased by GVRD in 1993 for park purposes
and were announced to become part of Indian
Arm Park in 1995! Furthermore, when Indian
Arm Park was announced in 1995, its size was
given as 9300 hectares. Pardon me for being a
cynic but something doesn't quite compute here.
At the very least, it does appear that our
Environment Minister supports
recycling…announcements, that is.

Some of the park announcements were, in
fact, deletions. These included the “temporary”
deletion of 478 hectares of Mount Robson Park
to accommodate an expansion of the existing
pipeline right-of-way for Kinder Morgan's
pipeline project. When the project is
completed, the land will apparently be added
back to the park. This sounds like a really
interesting sleight of hand. I had never heard of
a “temporary park deletion” before. I wonder
what sort of legal precedent there is for that?
For how long can a park deletion be
“temporary”? Clearly, with a hydroelectric
transmission line proposed right through the
wilderness heart of Pinecone Burke Provincial
Park, I think we need to bring ourselves up to
speed on all this interesting new “Parks”
terminology and its possible ramifications for a
place very dear to our own hearts.

Upper Pitt Hydro Project Update
For those of you who haven't been

religiously reading all your BMN newsletters, I
should remind you there is a large run-of-river
hydro project proposed for the Upper Pitt River
valley consisting of diversions on every (8)
major tributary of the Upper Pitt and a
transmission line that would cross Pinecone-
Burke Park to connect into transmission lines

in the Squamish area. What we have learned
about the project so far including its potential
impacts on wild salmon habitat, etc. worries us
greatly. We are opposed to having a
transmission line carved through a critical
wilderness area of Pinecone Burke Park. We
wrote a letter to Environment Minister Penner
on March 14 expressing our opposition and our
concerns about the legal precedent that could
be set by allowing such an industrial intrusion
into a Class A Provincial Park. To date, we
have not yet received a response.

However, we have been busy. We met with
the MLA for the Upper Pitt, Mike Farnworth
on April 4. Dan Gerak who operates the Pitt
River Fishing Lodge and Joe Foy from WCWC
also attended that meeting. On April 13, we
met with MLA Shane Simpson, Environment
Critic for the NDP. Joining us at that meeting
were Joe Foy and Tom Rankin, who has fought
a run-or-river project on the Ashlu in the
Squamish area. On behalf of BMN, I also met
with Diane Thorne, the MLA for many of our
members. And we did request for a meeting
with Minister Penner to which we have not yet
received a response.

Now, as we move into the busy spring season
for community events, we plan to be taking our
display on the Upper Pitt Proposed Hydro
Project to the Kanaka Creek Goodbye Chums
event in Maple Ridge, the Fingerling Festival
in Port Moody, the Stoney Creek Salmon Send-
off in Burnaby and, possibly, the Formosa
Farm event in Maple Ridge. We will also be
taking copies of the letters to Minister Penner
and Premier Campbell with the goal of
encouraging more people to sign these letters
and add their personal comments. I have
updated our two hand-outs on why we really
don't have an energy crisis in BC and the
damage that run-of-river projects can do. These
handouts travel with the display and help to
inform those who want more detailed
information. We do need to spread the word
about this project as we anticipate it could
move into the public review stage of the
Environmental Assessment by fall. At that
point, it will be important for members of the
public to express their concerns to the BC
Environmental Assessment office. We need to
ensure they will have adequate information to
understand the ramifications of this project.

We are also planning a field trip in early May
to examine the environmental damage
associated with the Ashlu project with Tom
Rankin and the good folks from the Western
Canada Wilderness Committee (WCWC). We
are in communication with other stewardship
and environmental groups around the province
and hope that many of them will also be
writing letters of concern to the Minister.
Letters have already been sent by WCWC,
Nature BC (formerly the Federation of BC
Naturalists) and the Alouette River
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Education Conservation Report
By Elaine Golds
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Management Society (ARMS). Our EdCon
Committee really appreciates all the support
coming from our members on this important issue.

Riverview Hospital Update
Don Gillespie and I, on behalf of BMN,

continue to attend monthly meetings with the
Natural Heritage Stewardship Group for
Riverview Hospital. We are pleased to see tree
identification tags now appearing on some of
Riverview's heritage trees. Unfortunately, there is
no budget to undertake this work so it is all being
done on a volunteer basis. Mary Brown and
Donna Crosby from the Riverview Horticultural
Society have been doing a terrific job of ensuring
the tagging project keeps moving along in an
error-free fashion.A proposed new third building
for mental health care is anticipated to be taken to
Coquitlam Council for approval sometime in late
spring or early summer.

In addition to our monthly stewardship
meetings, we have been meeting as part of a
larger “visioning group” on several projects. The
first of these projects on the tree collection is now
complete; its conclusions were presented to BMN
at our monthly meeting in January.We are now in
the final throes of the so-called “footprint
visioning process”.Although this sounds rather
abstract, footprint issues cover things such as
roads, parking lots and services (above and below
ground). Riverview's footprint not only has an
impact on decisions such as the location of new
buildings but is also helpful in defining
characteristics of the site. For example, the
narrow winding roads force drivers to slow down
and, hopefully, enjoy the stunning scenery of
heritage buildings complemented by heritage
trees. Thus, the road system helps to define an
important feature of Riverview.We are now
preparing to move into a visioning process for the

natural areas of Riverview. Don and I are looking
forward to working on that! The end result of all
these meetings will, hopefully, be a well-
developed sense (and reports) of what the
Riverview site is all about so that future uses will
retain these critical elements plus protect and
enhance the tree collection.

While we sit around the table and agonize over
process and policies, volunteers have been busy
at work enhancing Finnie's Garden at Riverview.
In particular, Niall Williams has spent many
hours this spring restoring the small pond and
doing other work around the garden. Norma and
Don Gillespie also spend a lot of time in Finnie's
to create a garden with a warm and inviting

atmosphere. Norma is pleased to note that more
patients seem to be comfortable using Finnie's
now - even though, sadly, there are fewer patients
at Riverview these days. The North Lawn
Building, open in 1955, was officially closed this
spring. Norma and Don attended this rather heart-
breaking event. Given that many patients are not
receiving appropriate mental health care, it's very
hard to understand why mental health care
facilities anywhere are being closed.

The new and improved fish pond at Finnie’s
Garden. Photo by Victoria Otton

L
astmonth, I lamented on my lost flock of
chestnut-backed chickadees who, after a
decade of nesting and generally hanging

out in our backyard, vacated the premises. They
emigrated elsewhere because I had removed their
nest boxes (weeks before the nesting season) and
was unable to rehang them for about three weeks.
I am sad to relate these chickadees never
returned. However, this certainly points out how
birds need to know nesting habitat is available
well before nesting actually starts. I surmise “my”
chickadees, noticing their nest boxes had
disappeared, decided they should leave to search
out new nesting areas and, wherever they found
it, it was too far away for them to return to our
yard for feeding. Coincidentally, both Victoria

Otton and Liz Thunstrom report having chestnut-
backed chickadees nesting in their yard for the
first time - I can only hope that, maybe, members
of my little flock has were so lucky as to find
their yards.
For the past few weeks, we have been harassed

by a raucous group of jays. Even in small
numbers, jays are bully birds that intimidate
smaller birds such as chickadees and finches. This
flock numbered over twenty birds at times and
was so noisy that I feared my neighbours might
complain about the unwelcome attention my
feeder was attracting. For a while we endured,
hoping this was merely some temporary wild
party after which they would all pair off, settle
down and start raising families. But after four

weeks, I was beginning to think that these noisy
jays were never going to transition into
responsible parenthood. Reluctantly, I removed
the large feeder which was really there for the
band-tailed pigeons, and installed a feeder that
only smaller birds could reach. Now, peace has
returned to our yard. The one pair of black-
capped chickadees that did find our empty nest
boxes is now able to make trips to the feeder in
relative safety. I hope the jays are gone for good,
as I will have to switch back to my larger feeder
once the black-headed grosbeaks arrive in mid
May. In the meantime, I feel rather guilty
removing such a reliable food source from the
pigeons that I believe are nesting in coniferous
trees about a block from my home.

More Backyard Bird Observations by ElaineGolds
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May 1989 - 18 years ago

Backyard Birding byMarjorie Griffin
On the 9th ofApril, one of our first sunny spring

days, I noticed a small flock of House Finches, male
and female, sunbathing.....? They had chosen a
sheltered area of garden and were lolling over to one
side with a wing extended open, and heads held up to
the sun. Somewere obviously becoming overheated
but made no attempt to move! It made a very
interesting spectacle, especially as they were lying in
a loosely formed circle. They were not observed
dust-bathing. There was no doubt these birds had not
been stricken with somemysterious malaise, but
were thoroughly enjoying the sunshine!

May 1993 - 14 years ago

What You Can do to Help Migratory
Birds by Christine Hanrahan
May 8was designated the first International

Migratory Birds Day by the SmithsonianMigratory
Bird Center, The NationalAudubon Society and
other major groups. This will become an annual
event, to be held on the second Saturday inMay.
BMNhas a display to celebrate this event in the
Coquitlam Public Library, Poirier
Branch.....Following are some suggestions for how
you can helpmigratory birds.....( Christine described
6 ways to help e.g. create a backyard habitat.)

May 1999 - 8 years ago

Ed-Con Report  Update on
Riverview Hospital   
by Elaine Golds

OnApril 24 we attended the Earth Day event at the
Vancouver Public Library.We chose to focus on the
Riverview issue as we felt that many people in urban
Vancouver are woefully unaware of Riverview`s
significance and present threats to its preservation.
Norma prepared a delightful display complete with a
detailed site map and art work. Joan Spira composed

a form letter which we encouraged people to sign.
The RiverviewHorticultural Society (which is more
affluent than BMN) kindly offered to cover postage
and undertake to mail all the signed letters. Norma
andDon did a wonderful job all day long at the
library getting people excited about Riverview and
possibilities for its future. Hopefully we'll collect a
fewmore signatures at the Fingerling Festival in Port
Moody.

Also, fromMay 1999 -

Long Awaited "Ecological Inventory"
of GVRD Watersheds- Biased and
Deficient by Elaine Golds
........By now you are probably getting the picture.

Yes, I finished the chapter, all 124 pages without the
answers to my questions. Throughout this chapter
and all the others I have plodded through, I have
been faintly amused by the number of euphemisms
for "logging". That word, "logging", appears to be a
no-no, rarely used even though it best describes what
happened to 4000 hectares of our watershed forests
since 196. But how about "anthropogenic stand level
disturbance" instead of "clear-cut"? That wasmy
favorite!

May 2002 - 6 years ago

Nature & Feeder Watch byRozanneThomson
OnMay 3rd, 2002 Liz Thunstrom reported: "An

injured heron was brought to my house late one night
from the Richmond SPCA. It had a damaged wing,
so I made it comfortable, planning to take it to the
Wildlife Rescue Center the followingmorning.
Imaginemy surprise when I went to pick it up in the
morning to find HER sitting on a newly laid egg!
She was very calm and the egg was warm so it
accompanied her toWRA.......The egg was about the
size of a large goose egg, deep blue-green in colour
and very shiny. It was incredible to handle an
unbroken heron`s egg!"

From the BMN Archives: 

Excerpts from past May newsletters 
By Anne Holt
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