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C
hestnut Backed Chickadees (CBCHs) are
not common in our yard but visit
occasionally during the winter months. I

have never seen them here during the summer,
so I was over the moon this spring when a pair
of CBCHs began investigating a nest box
hanging near the door of our shed. They began
“excavating” the cedar shavings from the box on
the morning of April 6th, and nest building
began later that day using moss from the trunk
of a nearby hawthorn along with cat fur that I
had thrown outside for the birds. Nest building
continued the following day, and onApril 8th, I
observed them mating. ByApril 10th, the
female was spending all her time in the nest box
(incubating eggs?), but was occasionally flushed
out when we disturbed her by opening and
closing the shed door. ByApril 22nd, the male
CBCH was making regular trips to and from the
box and passing grubs through the entry hole to
the female. I didn't know whether it was the
female that he was feeding or if he was passing
the grubs to her to, in turn, feed to the chicks. I
did a bit of library and internet research to try to
find some information on this, but was surprised
to learn that very little is known about the
CBCH's reproductive life.
Wayne Campbell in The Birds of British
Columbia (vol 3, pg 265, 1997) wrote.

“The breeding biology of the CBCH is poorly
known. Basic data on incubation and nestling
periods, numbers of broods raised annually, and
breeding territory sizes are not available. This
species offers the naturalist the opportunity to
provide critical data on a common but poorly
understood Pacific Northwest species.”

So no help there. Fortunately, I found the
website of a fellow in Seattle who had installed

a video camera in the lid of a nest box with
CBCHs nesting in it (see
http://kimsey.stonepics.com/chestnut.htm, or
google “Kimsey Fowler”). The timing of nest
building was almost identical to mine, and I
used Kimsey's site as a guide to approximate
what was happening with my birds. In his nest,
egg-laying began onApril 14th, and hatching
occurred over the period May 5 to 9. He
reported that on one night, he observed the
female CBCH turning her 8 eggs 45 times
between midnight and 6 a.m. That's an average
of once every 8 minutes!

By May 10th, the parents in my nest box were
definitely feeding chicks (we could hear them),
but after May 13th, only one adult seemed
to be doing the job. Interestingly, Kimsey
had noted that his male bird disappeared
on May 20th. I contacted him to ask if the
male ever reappeared, and he said no and
suspected some sad fate. Other years,
both parents had cared for the young
CBCHs, he said. The single parent in my
garden literally wore itself ragged trying
to keep its chicks fed. During the middle
of May, we would often see it darting
between the box and nearby suet every 12
seconds, and keep doing this for 10
minutes at a time. I have subsequently
read that feeding rates by both adults peak
at about 200 visits per day, then decrease
to 100 visits per day in the days leading
up to fledging (Dahlsten et al., The Birds
of North America, vol 18, no. 689, 2002).
And our little CBCH adult was trying to
do this all on its own! Plus it had to
fend off hungry crows and jays, and
curious black-capped chickadees.

Kimsey's birds fledged over May 24th - 25th,
and for about a week before this time, my
husband and I rushed home from wherever we
were to “check the chix” and to make sure that
no crows were waiting to grab the chicks when
they emerged. I couldn't bear to be away from
the house, so worried was I about the chicks
being lost after all the effort of the poor parent
bird. Then on the morning of May 25th, we
heard a bit of commotion by the shed. We saw a
little head poking out of the box, soon followed
by a fledgling! For one more day, the parent fed
this fledgling and others that kept themselves
hidden up in nearby trees. That day (May 26th),
it continued to feed the chicks remaining in the

A Story of Nesting Chestnut Backed Chickadees
by Victoria Otton

The Chestnut-backed chickadee that raised a brood of
chicks on its own. This bird was a lesson in perseverance.

photo by V. Otton
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box. The adult bird seemed to try to coax the
chicks out of the box with food: it would go into
the box with a tasty-looking grub, and then
immediately come out again with the grub still
in its beak, calling all the time to its chicks.
When we got up on the morning of May 27th,
there was no activity around the box and it
seemed that all the chicks had fledged. I opened
the box 2 days later to find a single dead chick
remained, looking like it was nearly ready - but
obviously not quite ready enough - to fledge. I
wonder if the single parent had to abandon this
one late chick in order to make sure the others
were fed and protected.

Although I heard the parent CBCH once or
twice since May 26th, I never saw it with a little
group of chicks begging for food (and
permitting themselves to be counted!) the way
I've seen young families of black-capped
chickadees. The whole family seemed to
immediately up and disappear to wherever it is
that they spend the summer months. After such
intensive watching and worrying, we find
ourselves at a bit of a loss. We've both come
home, only to notice how quiet and empty that
part of the garden seems these days. It has given
us a new understanding of the phrase 'the empty
nest syndrome'.

Note: The nest box the CBCHs chose to nest
in was one of the boxes built this spring by
BMN member Don Kerr. Final note for this
newsletter: One week later, on June 2nd, a pair
of black-capped chickadees seem prepared to
take over the nest box.

F
romAnne Holt in May 22: “As I was
walking the dyke at Colony Farm, I
noticed an interesting moment of bird

behaviour. Many tall dandelion plants were in
the puff-ball stage at the edges of the path. As I
walked along I saw several Savannah sparrows
hopping along in front of me in the gravel edges.
Every now and then one would jump up on a
dandelion stalk, bend it forward by walking
down the stem till the seed head had touched the
ground. Then it would hold it down with one
foot while it ate the seeds on the puff-ball.”
Anne goes on to write that on the same day

she saw several surprising birds in the bushy
hardhack, willows, and alders on the river side
of the dyke. The first was a Cedar Waxwing,
then 2 Western Tanagers, several Wilson's
Warblers, a YellowWarbler, and best of all she
says, a great view of a Black-headed Grosbeak.
The latter came out of the bushes to the top of a
shrub and sang for several moments. All in all, it
sounds like Anne had a most rewarding day.

Elaine sent the following on May 26th: “One
early morning this week, I discovered a moth in

our kitchen sink.
While the coffee
was brewing, I
carefully trapped

and released it into the backyard where it flew
across the yard in typical wobbly moth fashion. I
thought to myself, how unusual it was to see a
moth flying that time of day. Suddenly, a small
Wilson's Warbler blasted out of the vine maple
and attacked the moth. It was a rather large moth
for such a small warbler but it got it on the 2nd
pass. Clearly, there are hazards to such off-
schedule flights. So I enjoyed my coffee and,
while sad to see the moth meet such an untimely
end, thought the warbler was probably enjoying
a nice big breakfast. It almost made me wish I
had another moth to release.”

From Mark Johnston on May 31st: “On
Friday, May 18, Gay, Christina, and I completed
a 10.1 km loop hike in the Pitt Wildlife
Management Area. We saw 38 species of birds,
including a Gray Catbird, a Bullock's Oriole, a
Black-throated Sparrow (on the Nature Dyke), a
couple of American Bitterns (one near the Pitt
River, and the other from Homilk'um Dyke), and
a Sandhill Crane with two orangish-yellow
chicks in tow (near the intersection of Swan

Dyke and Rannie Road). A truly special day!”
It certainly sounds like a wonderful family
outing. [Editor's note: Mark is being very
modest in his report: he and Gay were the co-
discoverers of the Black-throated Sparrow, a
bird that is a very occasional visitor to our area.
“Their” bird stayed in the area for about a week,
to the delight of many birders who subsequently
saw it.] Mark continues: “Aweek earlier, I was
out on the Pitt River dykes on my own. I saw a
number of Ospreys nesting on dolphins, but
what caught my eye were a pair of Ospreys
adding material to an already substantial nest
way atop power line pylon F146-5 (at the
eastern edge of the river just north of Swan E
Set Resort and Country Club). Later in the day, I
was walking along the Swan Dyke and saw
many Canada Geese pairs with their young. I
noticed one pair with 18 young and another pair
with at least 25. I understand that geese will
"babysit" other adult's offspring; I'm guessing
that's what I was seeing then.”

Best wishes for a great summer of viewing
and enjoying Nature. Contact me as always at
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca, or phone/fax 604-
421-5292/5294.

Nature and Feeder Watch
By Rozanne Thomson

O
nApril 29th 2007 the Young Naturalists
Club went to the Mossom Creek Fish
Hatchery in Port Moody. Margaret

Flaherty is the YNC leader while Ruth Foster is
the co-founder of the hatchery.
We had a tour of the hatchery and looked at

some vats full of fingerlings. They tried to stay
out of the sun by hiding under the lid of the vat
which was in shade and leaned up against the
edge of the vat.

We looked at different kinds of fish and
learned the life cycle of fish. We freed the Chum
salmon from the vats for the first time in their
life. With buckets we poured them into the
Mossom Creek. It was the most fish I have ever
seen in one place in all of my life.

We all learned a lot more about fish that we ever
did know about fish. I learned that there are more
fish in the world than I ever thought there were. I
liked it when we said, “Goodbye!” to all of the fish
whenwe emptied them into the creek with buckets.

Mossom Creek Fish Hatchery 
Field Trip ByNatalie Kumpula

Max Jasich
carefully releases
fingerlings at
MossomCreek.
photo by Paul
Jasich

Nine year old author Natalie Kumpula frees some fingerlings at
the Mossom Creek Hatchery. photo by Ann Gilmour
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In his report, dated May 25,
Kiyoshi updates us on the
Purple Martins at Rocky Point
Park in Port Moody:  
It is time to informyou of the situation of Purple

Martin (PUMA) atRockyPoint. PUMAare back in
good numbers, asmyupdated "PUMAData2007"
table shows. Compared to 2006 data, the total
estimated number spotted last yearwas;

2006: May 19, 2006: 26, June 14, 2006: 46

2007: May 14, 2007: ~40 (Devin)
and May 18, 2007: 45+ (Kiyoshi)

Normally, Second Year PUMA (SY) arrives
toward the end of May at Rocky Point. The first
male SYwas spotted last week in Vancouver
Island. Yesterday, I spotted the first two
returning SYmales of the year on Dolphin C at
boxes 3 and 4, in front of the pier. (One of the
SY had Blue band on right leg, which is last
year's band color.) I expect them to arrive in
more numbers from now on to early June.
Despite earlier predictions of loss of population

due to cooler weather in Southern US, the actual
number has turned out to be the same or better
in May at Rocky Point. Unfortunately we do not
have any data from other Lower Mainland
locations, such as Maplewood Flats, at the
moment.

I will keep you informed whenever we find
new situations. Please let me know if you have
any sightings of PUMA anywhere. Kiyoshi

PUMAare back in good number at Rocky Point,
about 45 as of May 18. Last years young birds will
be arriving in a few days as they are just arriving in
Vancouver Island."

Date Time Temp  Dtails
Jan 29 3-5 Box cleaning

Apr 25 6:45 7 2 PUMA flying over to Como Lk. Almost one pair per box of
TRSW nesting. No Sterling. OSPR nest completed.

May 11 6:40 ? (Devin) Counted about 40 active on all dolphins including d-D
with OSPR. A few SY spotted some without band (??kt)

May 14 (Devin) Total of about 40, d-A to C had nesting activities. D-H
had a pair of PUMAon box #1.

Spotted few SY some without bands. (??)

May 16 evening (Devin) Removed all starling plugs of 10-11. A couple of SY
on d-B (??)

May 18 8:30 6-7 (KT) Counted 45-46, no SY recognized. Two pairs on d-H
and stay active.

May 24 11:00 20 (KT) Count 45 birds, or 29 boxes with birds, including a pair on
box #1 on d-H near the Slaughters Creek. Two male SY on d-C,
boxes #3 and 4.

T
he bats are back. On May 16 and May
23, volunteers counted over 750 bats at
Colony Farm and Minnekhada Regional

Parks. Bat counts were initiated to get a better
understanding of bats' use of old buildings at
these two parks. The results have been
surprising. For example, for the past two years,
a colony of female Yuma Myotis has settled into
the bunkhouse attic only to disappear in mid-
June at a time when young are normally born.
Why did they leave? Where do they go? What
can GVRD Parks do to improve habitat and
ensure that the bats have a safe home? Will bat
houses work? What happens when bats are
excluded from a building?
You can help to answer these questions and

more. Bat counts are a great way to see a lot of
bats, learn about their natural history and
contribute to their survival. For more
information call or email Alison Evely at:
Alison.Evely@gvrd.bc.ca

Bat Watch Colony Farm and
Minnekhada
ByAlison Evely

PUMA Data 2007

Wednesday Time (sunset) Park

02-May-07 8:27 PM Colony

09-May-07 8:37 PM Minnekhada

16-May-07 8:47 PM Colony

23-May-07 8:57 PM Minnekhada

30-May-07 9:04 PM Colony

06-Jun-07 9:11 PM Minnekhada

13-Jun-07 9:16 PM Colony

20-Jun-07 9:19 PM Minnekhada

27-Jun-07 9:19 PM Colony

04-Jul-07 9:19 PM Minnekhada

11-Jul-07 9:15 PM Colony

18-Jul-07 9:09 PM Minnekhada

25-Jul-07 9:02 PM Colony

01-Aug-07 8:52 PM Minnekhada

08-Aug-07 8:42 PM Colony

15-Aug-07 8:30 PM Minnekhada

22-Aug-07 8:16AM Colony

29-Aug-07 8:03AM Minnekhada

05-Sep-07 7:48AM Colony

PHOTO CALL for BIRDS

BMN has a new club project -- a DVD
version of our successful CD "Common
Birdsongs of the Vancouver Area". The
idea is to create a DVD that combines the
birdsongs recorded by Kiyoshi Takahashi
with photos of the birds in various
plumages; males, females and juveniles;
and showing behaviours typical of the bird.
Kiyoshi has prepared a mock-up version of
the proposed DVD in which he has photos
of the birds transitioning gently as the
bird's songs and calls are heard. But he
doesn't have enough photographs to
complete the project. This is an
opportunity to make this truly a *club*
project with a long list of photo credits! So
when you're out in your garden or on your
favourite local walk over the summer, take
lots of photos of the birds you see and send
them to Kiyoshi. (For a list of bird photos
that are needed, please see the BMN
website, or contact Kiyoshi at
604.464.3573 or k.takahashi@shaw.ca)
submitted by Victoria Otton



Friday, June 8:  
12thAnniversary of the Declaration of Pinecone
Burke Provincial Park and Colony Farm
Regional Park. Long-time BMNmembers will
remember attending a press conference in
Coquitlam with Premier Mike Harcourt and local
MLAJohn Cashore to announce the protection of
these two areas so dear to our BMN hearts. Who
would have imagined that a mere 12 years down
the road we would be fighting a proposal to
divide Pinecone-Burke Park into two pieces and
cut out its wilderness heart?

Every Sunday until October 28
from 9 am-1 pm: 
Coquitlam Farmers Market at the Dogwood and
Pavilion Parking lot (Poirier and Winslow):
Purchase locally-grown fresh food, crafts and
prepared foods plus enjoy entertainment and
chatting with your neighbors. See
www.makebakegrow.com for more info.

GVRD Watershed Tours:  
See where your drinking water comes from.
Enjoy the forests that BMN helped to protect
from logging. Free public 4-hour tours of the
Coquitlam and Capilano watersheds every
morning 8 am Thursday through Sunday. Phone
604-432-6430 or email toursreg@gvrd.bc.ca. I
highly recommend the short walking tours - the
scenery in the Capilano watershed is worthy of
a national park.

Sunday, June 17 at 1 pm: 
The Riverview Horticultural Centre Society
hosts a public tour of the fantastic trees on the
Riverview Hospital grounds. Meet on the uphill
side on the Henry Esson Young (HEY) Building.
For background information, see the BMN
report on Riverview posted on our website. See
www.rhcs.org for dates and time of other tours.
Please remember, no cameras unless you obtain
written permission in advance.

Saturday, June 23:  
Munro Lake Trail Maintenance/Hike
This is another day spent on Burke Mountain
doing some necessary trail maintenance. Most
of the work needed is on the way to Munro
Lake, but if time allows we might go as far as
Dennett Lake. Roundtrip distance is 10 km (6.2
mi) with an elevation gain of 860 m (2830 ft).
We will meet at 8:00 am. Return at 5:00 pm.
For meeting place and more info contact Ian.

Sunday, June 24 at 1 pm: 
Join Don Gillespie for a fantastic BMN tour of
Riverview's backyard secrets. See June 17 for
details on meeting place.

Thursday, July 5 at 7:30 pm:  
The Riverview Horticultural Centre Society
hosts its annual Linden Walk at Riverview. See
June 17 for meeting details.

Saturday, July 7: Hike to Munro
Lake Viewpoint & Dennett Lake
A recently found viewpoint overlooking Munro
Lake and the mountains beyond is the focus of
this moderately strenuous hike. From the
viewpoint, Munro Lake is at your feet and the
Golden Ears Mountains are just a valley away.
Dennett Lake will be a stopping point and if
time allows we will wander around Munro
Lake. Roundtrip distance is 12 km (7.4 mi) with
an elevation gain of 900 m (2960 ft). Meet at
the Quarry Road parking lot in Minnekhada
Regional Park at 8:00 am. Return at 5:00 pm.

Saturday, July 7, 9 am - noon:  
Knotweed removal at DeBoville Slough. Come
out and help the Friends of DeBoville Slough
for their second DeBoville Slough Japanese
Knotweed control work party of 2007. Meet at
the Slough, at Cedar Ave. & Victoria Drive
Coquitlam. Wesbild will be helping out with
equipment, beverages and lunch again this year.
Tools provided but please wear gloves and dress
appropriately for the weather including hat and
sunscreen. For more information call David at
604-941-2498 or email burkemtnman@shaw.ca

Wednesday evening, July 11:  
Colony Farm ParkAssociationAnnual General
Meeting. Please join us at the Farm for
refreshments, great company and a brief meeting.
Our hostess with the mostest, Norma Gillespie,
will provide a veggie-burger supper for your
convenience, beginning at 5:30 pm.AGM starts
at 7:00. Linger longer after the meeting to
participate in the bat watch beginning at 8:30 or
so.We will meet in the grassy area next to the
parking lot at the end of Colony Farm Road off
the Lougheed Highway. For more info, please
call Norma (604.942.7378).

Sunday, July 15:  
South Slope Trail Maintenance/Hike
This is another day spent on Burke Mountain
doing some necessary trail maintenance.We hope
to get to Hourglass Lake and possibly farther.
Roundtrip distance is approximately 14 km (8.7
mi) with an elevation gain of 765 m (2500 ft).We
will meet at 8:00 am. Return at 5:00 pm. For
meeting place and more info contact Ian.

Sunday, July 15 at 1 pm:  
Riverview Tree Walk. See June 17 for details.

Thursday, July 19 at 7 pm:  
Friends of DeBoville Slough meet at the
Pinetree Community Centre in Coquitlam. New
members always welcome! Join us for a
progress report on the knotweed removal. Help
us plan more events at the Slough. Contact
President David Mounteney for more info
burkemtnman@shaw.ca.

Saturday, July 21 
Canada Parks Day: We may schedule an event
at Grant Narrows Regional Park to let people
know about the proposed industrial
development threat to Pinecone Burke Park and
the Upper Pitt. If you are interested in helping,
please contact Elaine.

Sunday, July 29 at 1 pm:  
Riverview Tree Walk. See June 17 for details.

Sunday, August 19 at 1 pm:  
Riverview tree Walk. See June 17 for details.

Sunday, August 26 at 1 pm:  
Join Don Gillespie for a BMN backyard walk at
Riverview. See June 17 for details.
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Announcements:

Liz Thunstrom contributed this
antidote for an unfortunate encounter
with a skunk. It's from Paul Krebaum's
“Skunk Remedy” website.

The Skunk Remedy Recipe In a plastic
bucket, mix well the following ingredients:
• 1 quart of 3% hydrogen peroxide
• 1/4 cup of baking soda
• 1 to 2 teaspoons liquid soap

For very large pets one quart of tepid tap
water may be added to enable complete
coverage.

Wash pet promptly and thoroughly, work
the solution deep into the fur. Let your nose
guide you, leave the solution on about 5
minutes or until the odor is gone. Some
heavily oiled areas may require a "rinse and
repeat" washing.

Skunks usually aim for the face, but try to
keep the solution out of the eyes - it stings. If
you have any cuts on your hands you might
want to wear latex gloves for the same
reason.

After treatment, thoroughly rinse your pet
with tepid tap water.

Pour the spent solution down the drain
with running water.

NEVER, ever, store mixed solution in a
closed bottle, sprayer, etc. Pressure will
build up until the container bursts. This can
cause severe injury.

Editor's note: Krebaum says peroxide,
baking soda, and soap can also be used for
washing/disinfecting things. No chlorine
residue, taste, or toxins. The website says the
solution works best hot and can be heated in
the microwave in an open plastic bowl (don't
fill more than half-way).



I
nthe past year, two excellent books have been
published onmigratory songbirds. The first,
from 2006, is “Songbird Journeys” byMiyoko

Chu (available at the Coquitlam library). The
second, just released, is “Silence of the Songbirds”,
by Bridget Stutchburywhowas inVancouver in
April to give a presentation on her book. I enjoyed
both books tremendously andwould be hard-
pressed to pick a favorite.
Overall, I foundChu's book to bemore

informative especially regarding the decades of
research into how andwhy birdsmigrate. Studies
now indicate that migratory songbirds fly only at
night and use the stars plus an internal magnetic
compass for navigation. They take a heading on the
polarized light of the setting sun and follow it
without wavering throughout the night. Chu
describes the perils of longmigratory flights
especially for the species which cross theGulf of
Mexico.Asmore information is gathered, biologists
are discovering that birdsmigrate between quite

specific spots each year. Given their incredible
navigation skills, this is simply logical - if a bird
finds a good nesting area one summer, it onlymakes
sense to head back to the same spot next year. Chu's
book also describes a number of outstanding birding
areas where naturalists can best witness themarvels
of these long distancemigrations.

Stutchbury, a biologist in Toronto, who, like Chu,
focusesmainly on the eastern species, describes the
dramatic populations declines undergone bymany
migratory species and discusses some of the causes.
I loved the description of her professional work as a
bird biologist, especially in some of the places I
have been lucky enough to visit such as the
SmithsonianTropical Research Institute in Panama.
Her book has amore personal and passionate touch
as youmight guess from its subtitle, “Howwe are
losing theworld's songbirds andwhat we can do to
save them”. She explains why the suburbs do not
provide the best habitat for birds and describes the
tireless work of FLAP(Fatal LightAwareness

Program) volunteers in Torontowho rescue
songbirds that have become disoriented by light and
crash into high-rise buildings after crossing Lake
Ontario. Despite the gloomy numbers, her book is
upbeat as she describes a number of thingswe can
all do to help ensure safe journeys and good habitat
formigratory birds. Both of these books are
guaranteed to increase your awe of thewonders of
the avianworld.
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Recommended Summer Reading on Migratory Birds
By Elaine Golds

The BC Government secretly planning to
capture all remaining spotted owls in the
province and put them in zoos while they
continue logging their old growth forest habitat.
It sounds unbelievable - like a headline from one
of those supermarket tabloids - but it's true.
WCWC was recently leaked a government
report that spells out the government's plan to
round up all BC's remaining spotted owls. Here
is a link to the news release and leaked report:
http://media.wildernesscommittee.org/news/2
007/05/12413.php

Right now, two key areas of spotted owl
habitat are on the chopping block. Fire
Mountain, located just north of Harrison Lake, is
being logged under the BC government's own
BC Timber Sales Program. A spotted owl was
found to be living at Fire Mountain in 2004.
Another area, in the Blackwater Creek Valley,
west of the village of Darcy, is about to be
logged, also under the government's BC Timber
Sales Program. A spotted owl was found to be
living here in 2006.

Please email the Honorable Barry Penner,
Minister of the Environment (barry.penner
.mla@leg.bc.ca). Tell him how important you think
it is to recover the population of the endangered
spotted owl in southwest BC by banning logging in
its habitat, starting with the FireMountain and
Blackwater Creek sites. Please sendWCWC copies
of your email andMinister Penner's response. For
more information on theWilderness Committee's
campaign to protect Canada's endangered spotted
owl go to:http://www.wildernesscommittee.org/
campaigns/species/forest/spotted_owl/

For recent media stories go to
http://news.google.ca/news?hl=en&ned=ca&
q=%22wilderness+committee%22+spotted+o
wl&btnG=Search+News

One of the most effective ways to create
change is to write a letter. Although it takes a
little more time a simple typed or handwritten
letter is considered to represent 500 like-minded
citizens. If you are concerned about the
imminent extinction of the Northern spotted owl
in Canada please contact the following elected
officials and tell them that you want an
immediate moratorium on logging in spotted
owl habitat. If you do not have time to write a
letter, take five minutes to contact one of these
elected officials by phone, fax or email.

Write:
1. The Honourable Gordon Campbell,
Premier of British Columbia, Room 156,
Parliament Buildings, Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4,
Ph: 250-387-1715, Fax: 250-387-0087,
premier@gov.bc.ca

2. The Honourable Barry Penner, Minister of
Environment, Room 112, Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4, Phone: 250 387-1187,
Fax: 250 387-1356 barry.penner.mla
@leg.bc.ca.

3. The Honourable Rich Coleman Minister of
Forests and Range and Minister responsible
for Housing, Room 128, Parliament Buildings,
Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4, Phone: 250 387-6240,
Fax: 250 387-1040,
rich.coleman.mla@leg.bc.ca

Action Item of the Month - (taken from theWildernessCommitteeWebsite)

Save our Spotted Owls

The Music of Spring     
by Dudley Booth,
http://www.historicphotos.ca
TheMusic of Spring lasts but a few short weeks
and then it is finished for another year. It was
3:38 am by the glowing neon numerals on the
bedside clockwhen I was awakened by Frazer
dog having a bit of a woof at the screen door of
the bedroom.“He's barking at an owl,”Wilda
tells me in a sleepy voice. "Did you hear it?" No
response fromme just yet.

But soon I am out of the deep slumber I was
enjoying until that moment, still wonderingwhat
happened tomy unfinished dream.It is now 3:58
am, and the hooting of theGreat HornedOwl,
whose call is so unmistakable, has awakened a
nearby Robinwho had been dozing on a branch
for the past six hours.

The Robin decided to call to one of his brethren
to see if anyone else was awake, even though
darkness still reigned. It took only a second or
two before there was a response, and the jungle
telegraph came into full song all at oncewith
every Robin formiles around joining in on the
chorus.It must have been getting too noisy for the
Great HornedOwlwho started it all, as soon after
we could hear the hoots vanishing into the
distance. Now it is 4:20 am and the chorus has
been joined by a couple of Rufus-sidedTowhees
who seem to be perched on our deck railing, sort
of at the side of the stage like a couple of tenors
who had been awaiting their turn to sing. Now I
amwaiting for the arrival of the next voice to be
heard and don't have towait long, for a warbler
has awakened and added its melodious voice to
the ensemble, as if it were the diva.

At precisely 4:30 am the Black-headedGrosbeak
bursts on the scene like Pavarotti coming on
stage. TheGrosbeak's stunning and endless
repertoire is beyond description and puts canaries
to shame for sheer vocal ability.

The Oratorio is now in full throttle and has no
need of a conductor with a baton waving in the
wind, for the singers all know their parts to
perfection. The music continues unabated until
the Sun has broken the horizon and we have
heard music that none will hear who live in the
jungle of condos and concrete, but only the
few who live near the verge of the virgin
forest.We eagerly await tomorrow's symphony.



T
hese past few weeks have been a
whirlwind of activities with community
events almost every weekend to which I

hauled the BMN display and, sometimes,
displays from the Colony Farm ParkAssociation
and Friends of DeBoville Slough. My aging van
felt like it became the BMN barge. Once again,
we really appreciate all the friendly BMN
members who volunteer at these events, answer
questions from the public and help children with
our puzzles. The Fingerling Festival in Port
Moody was the largest ever with an estimated
3000 or more people releasing fish into Noons
Creek. Dave Bennie, a BMNmember, once again
did a great job of organizing this event on behalf
of the Port Moody Ecological Society. Niall, Don,
Ian, Victoria and Hilary attended on behalf of
BMN, other BMNmembers such as Mike
attended on behalf of other groups.
On the 12th of May, we were split 3 ways - at

DeBoville Slough, Colony Farm for International
Migratory Bird (IMB) Day and the Salmon
Sendoff at Stoney Creek in Burnaby. There,
Carole Edwards had an opportunity to chat with
Environment Minister Barry Penner while he
perused our display on the Upper
Pitt hydro projects. Bird walks at
Colony Farm, led by Liz
Thunstrom, Doug Charles,Al and
Jude Grass (plus Istvan Orosi
from the Vancouver Natural
History Society), were especially
well attended with over 30 people
on each tour. For the IMB Day
event, I prepared a display on
migratory birds that will likely be
on view at a BMNmeeting
sometime in the fall.

On behalf of BMN, Don
Gillespie and I also attended the
Formosa Farm event in Maple
Ridge where an organic nursery
and blueberry farm has had
agricultural land expropriated for
a connector road to the new Golden
Ears Bridge.As Corky Evans so
clearly pointed out in his speech,
the golf course right next door was amazingly not
subject to any land expropriation.We had many
people visit our display on the Upper Pitt, sign
letters and provide supportive personal comments
to Minister Penner objecting to the removal of
lands from Pinecone Burke Park. Regardless of
whether the issue is land taken from a park for
industry or land taken from a farm for a road,
why is it that business interests seem to always
trump environmental protection?

At one point in a BMN newsletter, I indicated
that we might have a gathering of busy BMN
volunteers at my home sometime in June to
express our collective gratitude for all the help

members provide throughout the year. But now, I
must confess to skipping town this month. My
husband decided to attend a conference in the
Yucatan so we are off to explore Mayan ruins,
bird-filled tropical jungles and the disappearing
coral reefs. Alas, partying with BMN volunteers
must await another day.

Pinecone Burke Park and Upper
Pitt Update
Getting and sharing information with other

groups continues to be the current focus of our
battle to protect Pinecone Burke Park and the
Upper Pitt River Valley from eight run-of-river
projects and an associated transmission line
through a wilderness area of Pinecone Burke Park.
We are delighted to working again with great
partners such as theWestern CanadaWilderness
Committee. OnMay 18, we attended a meeting
convened by them in Pitt Meadows to discuss the
Upper Pitt. Dan Gerak from the Pitt River Lodge
and some fishing groups also attended as well as,
DebbyMiller, a representative fromKatzie First
Nation. Debby informed us the Katzie feel they do
not have enough information to reach a decision to

support or oppose about the proposed project in the
Upper Pitt. Clearly, their decision will carry a lot of
weight so we hope they decide to oppose the
project.We decided we should consider filming the
Upper Pitt to create an information resource for use
at public meetings in the fall.We anticipate we will
organize a big public meeting then when the
project, through the environmental assessment
process, will be open for public comment.

On May 15, we finally received a response to
our March 14 letter to Minister Penner. We were
very disappointed with his response - as
Environment Minister, he will not stand up to
refuse industrial development in Pinecone Burke

Park. Rather, he instead simply outlined the two
separate provincial processes to evaluate the
project - the Park BoundaryAdjustment Policy
under which removing a portion of Pinecone
Burke Park for a transmission line to Squamish
will be considered and the BC Environmental
AssessmentAct which will evaluate the rest of the
project (and under which no project has ever been
turned down in BC). Regarding the Park
Boundary “adjustment”, i.e., putting a stake
through the wilderness heart of Pinecone Burke
Park, any change to the boundaries of Pinecone
Burke Provincial Park must voted on in the
Provincial Legislative. Nonetheless, the
government holds a clear majority in the House
so, while there may be heated debate, the outcome
could be a foregone conclusion . . . unless we can
demonstrate overwhelming public opposition to
this change.With regard to the Environmental
Assessment process for the entire project, clearly,
if we stand any chance of stopping it, it will only
be through the combined opposition and hard
work of many environmentally-minded groups
plus Katzie First Nation.

Regarding the EnvironmentalAssessment
process, we anticipate Terms of Reference (ToR)
will be posted by the EAOffice on their website
sometime in mid June (see www.eao.gov.bc.ca,

go to current projects, then to Upper
Pitt). There will be a 30 day comment
period for the public to provide input on
the ToR. Participating in this process is
very important, as the ToRwill set out
conditions for what needs to be evaluated
for the project. For example, based on
input received from the public and
government agencies, the Environmental
Assessment office could decide additional
studies must be undertaken by the
proponent as part of a more thorough
analysis.We expect that BMNwill be
submitting comments on the ToR. Once
all studies are completed, a 180 day
review process will be initiated. The
public also has an opportunity to provide
input at this point - but this will be the last
chance before approval is granted.
Unfortunately, the current trend with
many of these projects is for approval to be
granted even if outstanding issues remain to

be addressed. The assumption seems to be that
these outstanding issues (e.g., avoiding impacts on
grizzly bear habitat) will be addressed during
project construction. The reality is that once
approval is granted it is very difficult, if not
impossible, for over-worked and under-resourced
government staff to do much to prevent
environmental impacts.

Given that we are moving into the summer
period when there will be no BMN newsletter for
over a two month period, I suggest that any BMN
members who want to help by participating in the
comment process or be kept apprised of recent
developments, to please send me your e-mail so
that I can keep you updated.
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Education Conservation Report
By Elaine Golds

"Protected Forever" Celebration of Creation of Burke Pinecone Park,
Harper Road trailhead. June 8, 1995. Photo by Elaine Golds



OnMay 8, I joined a trip organized byWCWC
and led by Tom Rankin who tried to save the
Ashlu to view Ledcor's run-of-river project

now under construction on theAshlu River just
north of Squamish. This is the project that caused
the provincial government to pass Bill 30 last
spring, which eliminated the right of local
governments to say no to projects such as this
one. The Squamish Lillooet Regional District had
already approved a number of run-of-river
projects but, after much deliberation, decided to
turn theAshlu proposal down - in part, because of
the loss of high recreation values and
overwhelming public objections. The provincial
government then passed its infamous Bill 30 to
override their concerns and the project is now
under construction. Truly, it was an appalling site.
Where transmission lines will be built, a wide

swatch of forest has been logged right down to
the riverbanks and across now-muddy wetlands.
Where the powerhouse will be built, a
mountainside has been blasted away and land has
been cleared, again to the water's edge. Following
the public forest service road further upstream,
we passed a large so-called “borrow pit” (the
material is never given back) where gravel is
being excavated for construction purposes. Once
again, forest cover has been removed and the land
has become a dusty and industrial moonscape.As

we crossed theAshlu on a forest service bridge
we were able to glimpse downstream into the top
end of a beautiful canyon where brave kayakers
face the ultimate test. This canyon has been
identified as a Special Spirit Place by the
Squamish First Nation. In an instant, I can see
why. Shockingly, this canyon will be, for the most
part, dewatered when theAshlu River is diverted
to the powerhouse.

Above the breathtaking canyon, theAshlu
widens into a broad, glacially-carved valley. It is
here we saw the dam across theAshlu under
construction and a
hillside being
cleared where the
tunnel leading to
the powerhouse
will be blasted.
The reservoir
behind it will
apparently be
over a half
kilometre in
length. The size
of the excavation
dwarfs the large
excavators we see
working on the
site. Here in the

coastal forests of BC, I am shocked to see a river
with so much of its banks denuded of trees, to
watch large machinery working right in the river
and construction workers deliberately dump
debris into it. Truly, we are witnessing the death
throes of a spectacular river. I really can't
imagine the pain and outrage those who knew
this river must feel as they stand on this spot
where they once enjoyed spectacular scenery, a
wild river and the grand majesty of nature. It's a
sobering thought to realize that eight creeks in
the Upper Pitt River Valley could receive the
same treatment. All of us are shocked into
silence…but, then, the noise of the machinery
intrudes, even into our thoughts.
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Across a broad valley, three pieces of large equipment work to dam the Ashlu and
create a half-kilometre long reservoir for this so-called “run-of-river” project.

Editor's Note:  
Further to Elaine's very good information

above, Burke Mountain Naturalists received an
email from CraigWilliams, of BC Rivers:

I have just spent the last monthmapping all of
the 'points of diversion' for BC power generation
project into Google Earth and areas of interest to
BMN seem to be heavily affected. For your
interest youmay view themap at the following
link: http://www.ippwatch.info/kml/
BCPowerLicenses.kmz If you do not have

Google Earth installed a free copy is available
from http://earth.google.com/

One of the projects proposed includes a
preferred transmission line route through
Pinecone Burke Park to Squamish. See:
http://www.eao.gov.bc.ca/epic/output/html/de
ploy/epic_document_291_23620.html

I have included a screen shot of southern BC
showing the applications for water licenses
relating to power generation. The linked file will
allow one to 'fly' around the province viewing
the current and prospective points of diversion

as well as research the licensees and the creeks.

It also allows the viewer to search for
licensees and stream names in

Google and Canadian Gazette
BC Land UseApplication
BCWater License Database
BC Hydro
BC Utilities Commission
BC EnvironmentalAssessment Project List

It also associates current applications for land
use and environmental assessments with point
of diversion data.

Field Trip to the Once-Mighty Ashlu
By ElaineGolds

I
nOctober 2007, GVRD Parks will begin
planting a 550 meter hedgerow in theWildlife
Fields at Colony Farm Regional Park. The

hedgerow, which will provide over 100 native
trees and 1200 native shrubs, is intended to
provide habitat for resident and migratory birds.
Trees and shrubs have been selected for their
habitat value. Evergreen and deciduous trees and
shrubs are used to create structural diversity, and
to provide a variety of fruits and seeds throughout

the season. Native birch, maple, cascara, cherry,
crab-apple, hawthorn and cottonwood trees will
provide food, shelter and nesting opportunities for
finches, warblers, vireos, waxwings and other
migratory birds. Cottonwood will eventually
provide nesting sites for cavity nesters and
perches for raptors. Dense plantings of
salmonberry, thimbleberry, dogwood and rose
and will discourage blackberry intrusion and
provide excellent habitat for songbirds -

sparrows, towhees, hummingbirds and perhaps
Lazuli Bunting.A few gaps will be left to ensure
open areas and unobstructed views for raptors.
A contractor will be hired to install irrigation

and plant larger trees. Individuals and community
groups will be invited to get involved by planting
shrubs in a series of high-profile work parties.
The work parties will give people an opportunity
to get involved, to learn about native plants and
birds and do something of value for nature and
for their community.

If you would like to get involved, please call
Alison at GVRD Parks, 604-520-6442.

Colony Farm Hedgerow    
By ElaineGolds



The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in
January 1989 and is a member club of BCNature
(formerly Federation of BCNaturalists) BMN is a
registered non-profit Society with charitable
income status.

Our objectives are:
• to promote the enjoyment of nature
• to foster an interest in, and an
appreciation of,our environment

• to actively pursue the conservation and
preservation of the natural world

• to promote the accessibility and maintenance
of natural areas, particularly local areas.

President:
Ian McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net

Vice President:
Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca

Past President:
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Phone & Fax)
egolds@sfu.ca

Treasurer &Membership:

Carole Edwards (604.461.3864)
caroleedwards@shaw.ca

Recording Secretary:
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511)
barb23@gmail.com

Members-at-Large:
Anne Holt (604.936.4108)
Mark Johnston (604.552.0727)
Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292)

CandiceArcher (604.945.6853)

F.B.C.N. Directors:
Jude Grass (604.219.2043), Mike Griffin (alt.)

Newsletter Editor:
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805)

BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com

Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer (604.552.0841)

Education/Conservation Committee:
Chair: Elaine Golds
Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin,
Ian McArthur, Niall Williams, Carole Edwards

Nature and FeederWatch:
Rozanne Thomson
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca
Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294

Young Naturalists Club:
Margaret Flaherty (604.420.4701)

BMN Publications:
> Monthly Newsletter, except July

> Natural History Brochures
• Miller Park Ravine • DeBoville Slough
• Riverview Lands • Coquitlam River Corridor

> Bird Brochures:
• Colony Farm • Como Lake • DeBoville
Slough • Minnekhada Reg. Park andArea

> Plant Brochures:
• Colony Farm • DeBoville Slough

> Trail Maps:
• Burke Mountain Map &Widgeon Valley

> Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park
System, by Christine Hanrahan et al, 1994,
121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library

> Our BackyardWilderness,
A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock,
1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
Coquitlam Poirier Library

> The Riverview Hospital Site - Respecting Its
Past, Realizing Its Future”, by Elaine Golds,
Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages
available on our website

Visit our website: www.bmn.bc.ca
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June 1990 - 17 years ago

Editorial by Christine Hanrahan
Summertime is always a busy time for most of us.
However, as naturalists we know that one of the best
ways of relaxing is to get out into a local park or
nearby wilderness area . . . and spend some timewith
the wonders of the natural world around us . . . Some
of these places are protected as parks; others,
unfortunately, are not . . . but hopefully wewill find
time to write a few letters in support of the
environment. BurkeMountain is still unprotected
and facing potential logging threats. The future of
EagleMt. is by nomeans assured. Colony Farm
faces a multitude of development proposals. Logging
continues in the watersheds. There is no dearth of
issues needing your support.

June 1992 - 15 years ago

Biodiversity; It's a Natural by Paul Griss
Reprinted from "Nature Alert" Nov. 1991
Naturalists should be enthused about the latest
environmental issue occupying the attention of
decisionmakers - biodiversity.There's growing
recognition thatALLforms of life are crucial to the
functioning of healthy ecosystems . . .But the
conservation of biodiversity poses tremendous
challenges, both domestically and internationally . . .
Onemajor obstacle is that it challenges the very basis
of society's approach to our naturalworld.Humans
have historically beenmost concernedwith those
species that are commercially valuable.All others have
been virtually ignored by comparison inwildlife
management and economic planning.As a result, the
decisionmakers inCanada are grapplingwith how to
address the current concern over biodiversity.

From the June 1998 newsletter - 9 years ago

BMN Hikers Trip to Pitt Polder on
April 26  by GayMitchell
Clambering up the forest path, we paused
continually with keen wonder at logs fringed with
delicate lacey fungi. Carefully, we compared
False Solomon's Seal and Twisted Stalk in bloom,
noting False Azalea and a carpet of False Lily of
the Valley, identifying each beyond a doubt! A
cave-like rock garden - damp with dewy mosses,
green Spleenwort and Maidenhair Ferns draped
over dripping rock faces - sheltered an exquisite
salamander basking in the dank moist air. We
delighted in this unexpected sight!

June 2002

Nature and Feeder Watch
by Rozanne Thomson
DaveRichardson andRoger Smith sighted a female
Wilson's Phalarope at Colony Farm onMay 17th.
The birdwas in thewetlands on the POCO side. On
the previous day, Dave also saw an otter in the same
area. He has also sighted and heard a noisy Red-
breasted Sapsucker drumming on themetal cap of a
Hydro pole in his neighbourhood.At home, Dave is
also facing a dilemma. Hewishes to take his canoe
out but he has aHouseWren bringing twigs andmoss
to build a nest in the bow of the upside-down craft.
We'll wait to see if Dave goes canoeing this summer!

June 2003 4 years ago

Education - Conservation Report 
by Elaine Golds
Deboville Sloughkeepers in theWorksWehave now
had a couple ofmeetingswith theCity and plan to have
our first publicmeeting inOct.with the goal of
forming aSloughkeepersGroup.There has been a
proliferation of stewardship groups in theTri-Cities in
the past fewyears soweneed to be careful to not
overload a limited pool of volunteers.However,
Deboville Slough does require some attention andwill
be in need of carefulmanagement as the slopes of
BurkeMt. are developed.Hopefully, a Sloughkeepers
Groupwill attractmore than just BMNmembers and
wewill be able to enhance public awareness of the
Slough through such a group.

June 2005 2 years ago

Thanks to our Volunteers!
by Elaine Golds
.....On June 4, we celebrated the 10th anniversary of
Pinecone Burke with a public hike on theWoodland
Walk trail.We had a crowd of about 50 eager people
many of whom had never hiked on Burke. It was
great to have some "old-timers" show up too -Mark
Haddock who so ably represented BMNon the
Steering Committee, which recommended full
protection for Burke in the mid 1990s, andMike
Farnworth, our very supportiveMLAat the time and
just recently re-elected. Our leaders, IanMcArthur
andMark Johnston, divided us into 2 groups so we
could all enjoy the trail at a personally comfortable
pace. The weather was perfect for hiking and the
creeks low enough for easy crossing. I especially
enjoyed the sight of Doug Bennie's trail signs . . It's
clear that manymore people would be using this
park if they just knew it existed.

From the BMN Archives: 

Excerpts from past May newsletters 
By Anne Holt

Welcome to our new members!

We are very pleased to welcome the following newmembers to the club over the past two months.

Coquitlam; Jacqui and Sean Murrary, Alison Evely, Rod and Iva MacDonald, Donna Gavin

Port Moody: Jiri Kucera and Hana Kucerova, Kathy Hwisler and John Creighton

Please extend your own personal welcome when you see them at our next meeting,
walk or hike! Carole Edwards, Membership


