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Purple Martin in Lower Mainland - 2007...............

ur PUMA program was successful for
O2007, with mixed results. The weather

during late June to middle of July was
unusually cool with a record rainfall, causing a
few problems for the breeding colony of the
PUMA this year. Nonetheless, overall results
were better than expected in terms of number of
pairs returned to four sites in Lower Mainland.
Less than favorable weather hit pairs of early
nesters of PUMA, causing a few fatalities of
nestlings or infertile eggs due mainly to the lack
of foods and temperature.

Following is the brief summary of the nesting

results:

Rocky Point - Total number of nests: 32, Total
nestlings: 70, Nestlings/nest: 2.2 compare to last
year: 23 nests, 82 nestlings, Nestlings/nest: 3.57

Tona Island - Total number of nests: 14, Total
nestlings: 41, Nestlings/nest 2.93 compare to
last year: 5 nests, 19 nestlings, Nestlings/nest 3.8

Blackie Spit - checked by Bruce Cousins
Total number of nests: 14, Total nestlings:
40, Nestlings/nest: 2.86 (No last year data
available.)

Stave River estuary - The first documented
fresh water (although it is still tidal water) site in
Lower Mainland over 40 years. A pair of PUMA
nested on a box remained on Stave River
estuary, while other four boxes were washed
away during July flooding. The nest produced
healthy four nestlings, fledged on August 14-15.

Overall total of 61 nests produced 155
nestlings (nestlings/nest = 2.54) in four Lower
Mainland sites, of which at least 90% should
fledge safely this year. The number of un-
hatched eggs and rate of nestling mortality were
unusually high this year, likely attributed to the

cool weather for early nesters. Also, second year
breeding PUMA population in Rocky Point was
noticeably higher this year compared to last
year, on the contrary to higher older adult
population on Vancouver Island. The
combination of inexperienced pairs and
unusually cool weather may have caused low
number of nestlings at Rocky Point this year.

I wish to thank BMN volunteers who helped
monitoring and banding for this year, as usual.

These people are, in alphabetical order, Crystal
and Sean Simmons, Dave Schutz, David
Monteney, Devin Manky and his wife, Don
Gillespie., Donna Gavin, Roy Teo; and special
thanks to John Foster who drove the boat,
Medusa, in both sessions at Rocky Point. Also, I
appreciate very much Philip Little (president)
and Jim Taylor (vice president) of Stave River
Salmon Enhancement helping us access
Silvermere Island on Stave River by boat to
band nestlings.

Dolphin F, showing adult PUMAs: "How many PUMA can you count on this dolphin?”

photo by Kiyoshi Takahashi
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Living Sustainably -
Got Some Great Ideas?........

t a recent Executive meeting, we
Aexchanged tips on things we could all

be doing to lessen our impact on the
environment or support local businesses which
take a more sustainable approach. Everyone
had good ideas to contribute. We thought all
BMN members might like to know of, e.g.,
local hardware stores that offer recycled items
or laundry detergents that remove dirt
effectively but are non-toxic to the aquatic
creatures that live where our sewage goes. We
hope this column will provide a venue for
everyone to share their suggestions. Please,
submit your ideas to the newsletter editor! To
start things off, here is list of suggestions for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions that we
post on the BMN display at community events:

Ten Ways To

Keep our Planet Cool
Reducing some of your
greenhouse gas emissions can
be easy!

1. Drive and fly less.

Use public transit or cycle. If you must drive,
carpool and combine errands. Vehicle
emissions account for 40% of GHG emissions
in the lower mainland. Drive with a light foot
on the brake and gas pedal to conserve fuel.
Make your next car purchase a more fuel-
efficient one. Take holidays closer to home;
after all, BC is beautiful!

2. Turn off the lights when you leave the
room. Shut the computer down when not in
use. Switch to fluorescent bulbs (but dispose of
them properly as they contain mercury).

3. Line-dry your laundry.

If it's raining, hang laundry in your home close
to a heat source (e.g., the furnace). Towels
dried this way will fluff up after 3-5 minute
spin in the dryer.

4. Turn down the thermostat.

Why heat your whole home if you only need
one warm room? Close doors and wear a
sweater. Turn down the thermostat when
sleeping or away. If you have high ceilings,
install fans to push warm air down to where
you are.

5. Consume less meat.

Livestock produce 18% of our greenhouse
gases. Consume more of your protein from
vegetables such as beans, rice plus corn, etc.

6. Consume less of everything.

It's true that the best things in life are free so
stay out of stores. Spend more time watching
birds, reading, going for walks, enjoying cups
of tea and conversations with your friends.
Gardening is good for the soul...and the soil.

7. Eat organically-grown foods.

Pesticide production consumes fossil fuels,
pollutes the environment and creates unhealthy
working conditions for farmers. Organic
management results in much more carbon
stored in the soil than conventional farm fields.

8. Eat locally.

Purchasing locally-produced foods results in
fewer greenhouse gas emissions for
transportation of food products from farm to
table

9. Don't be a fashion fool.

Purchase quality products designed to last for
years. Look for organically-grown cotton
because conventionally-produced cotton
requires large quantities of pesticides.

10. Carry cloth bags for shopping

- plastic bags are made with fossil fuels. Good
cloth bags can last a lifetime.

Saturday, September 29:
Coquitlam Lake View Trail
Maintenance/Hike

This is one more day spent on Burke
Mountain doing some necessary trail
maintenance. We will make it to the trail's
end where Coquitlam Lake and Colony Farm
are within view. Roundtrip distance is
approximately 9.4 km (5.8 mi) with an
elevation gain of 580 m (1905 ft). We will
meet at 8:00 am. Return at 4:00 pm. For
meeting place and more info contact lan.

Saturday, October 13:
Buntzen Creek
(Halvor Lunden Trail)

On this moderately strenuous hike, we will
use the finely constructed Halvor Lunden
Trail up Buntzen Creek to gain the top of

More BMN Hikes

Eagle Ridge. Then, instead of turning north
along the ridge, we will take a relatively new
trail to a rocky outcrop overlooking the
“Cypress Lake Plateau” and Fraser Valley
beyond. Roundtrip distance is about 6-7 km
(4 mi) with an elevation gain of 820 m (2690
ft). Meet at the southeast corner of the
easternmost Buntzen Lake parking lot at 8:00
am. Return 3:00 pm.

Sunday, October 21: Village-
Lake Trail Maintenance/Hike

This is our last day spent on Burke Mountain
doing some much needed trail maintenance.
This is the trail linking the Ski Cabin Village
to the Munro Lake Trail. Roundtrip distance
is approximately 12 km (7.5 mi) with an
elevation gain of 825 m (2700 ft). We will
meet at 8:00 am. Return at 4:00 pm.

For meeting place and more info contact lan.

Sunday, November 4:
“Belcarra Bluffs”

We will end the year as we began, with a hike
in Belcarra Regional Park. On this occasion
we will climb to the heights of the park and
make our way out to rocky bluffs which
should afford a fine view looking down
Burrard Inlet toward Vancouver. This is an
easy to moderate hike. Roundtrip distance is
about 5 km (3.1 mi) or so with an elevation
gain of up to 280 m (920 ft) (may be less,
depending on route). Meet at the Woodhaven
Swamp parking lot (off Tum-tumay-whueton
Drive) in Belcarra Regional Park at 9:00 am.
Return 2:00 pm.

For more info contact Ian (604-939-4039)
or Mark (604-552-0727).




Dedicated members of the hiking group doing
trail maintenance on the Coquitlam Lake View
Trail. photo by lan McArthur

The BMN hiking group
would like to remind us
that there are still a
number of hikes
scheduled for the

remainder of the year!

Announcements:

Wednesday, Sept. 12 at 7 pm:
Colony Farm Park Association Board of
Directors Meeting at GVRD Park's
Avalon office in Burnaby. All CFPA
members are welcome to attend. Please
note, in August, a decision was made to
cancel a tentative September 15
heritage event at Colony Farm.

Thursday, Sept. 20 at 7 pm:
Friends of DeBoville Slough meet at
Pinetree Community Centre. A draft of the
new interpretive sign planned for installation
at the Slough may be available for review
and comment.

Saturday, September 22 am:
At the Noons Creek Hatchery. Tickets will
be drawn for the wonderful art work raffle
prizes first advertised at the Fingerling
Festival in May. Drop by and view the work
being done to restore the wetland.

Sunday, Sept. 23,

11 am-4 pm:

TreeFest at Riverview. This year, more than
ever, we need to celebrate the trees of
Riverview, increase public awareness and
ensure the entire site is preserved for the
mentally ill. BMN will be there with an
updated display and petitions. Be sure to
visit Finnie's Garden to enjoy all the work
done by BMN and RHCS volunteers over
the summer

Tuesday, Sept. 25 at 7:15 pm:
BMN Executive Meeting at Carole's. At
our last Exec meeting at Carole's, a bear
dropped by to keep a careful watch on us
from a nearby cedar tree. Perhaps we have
a new member!

Saturday. Sept. 29,
9 am - noon:

Tentative knotweed removal work party at
DeBoville Slough. Dave Mounteney will
assess this summer's growth and then decide
if more weeding is required. Check
www.fodbs.org or phone Dave at 604-941-
2498 to confirm.

Sunday, Sept. 30,

noon -4 pm:

Celebrate BC Rivers Day at Peace Park in
Port Coquitlam on the Pitt River by Kebet
Way. BMN will be there with displays on the
Upper Pitt and Riverview plus children's

activities. We will also lead a nature walk
along the dike. For event times, watch local
newspapers for announcements.

Tuesday, October 2
at 7:15 pm:

BMN Education-Conservation Committee
Meeting at Elaine's.

Tuesday, October 9
at 7:30 pm:

BMN Monthly Meeting at Como Lake
United Church on King Albert Avenue and
Marmont Street in Coquitlam. Guest speaker
will be Terry Taylor, renowned amateur
botanist, from Nature Vancouver. Topic will
possibly be “All About Mushrooms”. Take
Five presentation will be a delightful
surprise.

Saturday, Oct. 13,
9am-1pm:

Volunteer Planting Bee at the Noons Creek
Hatchery in Port Moody. Help to restore a
wetland damaged during a windstorm last
winter. Fallen trees and associated debris
will have been removed by machinery so
that volunteers can plant native shrubs
around the perimeter of the wetland. Dave
Bennie and hatchery volunteers will
provide a pancake brunch as a reward for
your efforts.

Saturday, October 14

at 1 pm:

Tree Tour at Riverview. Enjoy the fall
colours. Meet on the uphill side of the Henry
Esson Young Building for the last official
tour of 2007. Follow the banners and
signage through the site to the parking area.

Sunday, Oct. 28,

11 am-3 pm:

Salmon Come Home Event at Hoy Creek in
Coquitlam. BMN will be there with display
and children's activities. As usual, we will
probably be leading short nature walks into
the riparian forest - watch local papers for
details closer to event date.

Sunday, Nov. 18,

11 am-3 pm:

Hyde Creek Salmon Festival at the Hyde
Creek Recreation Centre in Port Coquitlam.
BMN will be there with displays and
children's activities.
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Saving Riverview: Sign a Petition - and More!

by Elaine Golds

any BMN members were, no doubt,
Mtotally shocked at Minister Coleman's

unexpected announcement on July 27
that the provincial government wanted to
“redevelopment Riverview” to allow 7000 or
more private housing developments along with
some socially-assisted housing. He suggested that
receipts from the sale of private housing would be
used to fund facilities for the mentally ill. We
suspect this plan is part of a scheme to remove
homeless people from the streets just in time for
the 2010 Olympics.

There was nothing about these plans that could
be supported. Yes, we need more facilities for the
mentally ill and Riverview is the perfect place for
them - but funding for such facilities should come
from the provincial health care budget - not from
the sales of provincial assets dedicated for the
mentally ill. Yes, we need socially-assisted
housing but that should be created within existing
residential communities properly serviced by
schools and shopping, etc. Riverview is a unique
site, a priceless heritage for all the people of BC
and should remain in the public trust as it has
been since 1904.

It's important to remember this is not the first
time some of the Riverview Hospital lands have
been sold for private housing. The original
Essondale site comprised 1000 acres of hillside
and river valley. The lowland component, known
as Colony Farm, became a Regional Park in
1995.. .thanks, in large part, to a BMN campaign.
Prior to that, in the 1980s, 254 acres on the hillside
was sold by the provincial government for
housing. This was done with no public
consultation whatsoever. These lands became the
Riverview Heights subdivision. At that time, some
inspired government bureaucrat(s) recognized the
value of the portion of that site traversed by Lost
Creek which had magnificent mature trees; this
portion was protected as Coquitlam's Riverview
Forest Park. All that remains of the Riverview
Hospital site today is a core area of 244 acres (98
hectares). This area, with its outstanding tree
collection, heritage buildings, health care facilities,
Finnie's garden, natural areas, streams and
graciously landscaped grounds must remain as
public lands dedicated for mental health care and
as BC's oldest arboretum.

For several years, the provincial government
has been in the process of downsizing Riverview
Hospital with the goal of eventually closing it.
Presently, there remain 256 patients at Riverview
plus an addition 27 cared for under the Forensic
Institute. North Lawn was the last building to be
shut down - it closed only this spring. In addition
to Riverview Hospital patients, there are 44
mental health care patients on site under the
management of the Fraser Health Authority.
These patients live in the two new facilities,
Connolly and Cottonwood Lodge. While Fraser

Health intends to construct a third facility, the
provincial government apparently still plans to
close Riverview Hospital as soon as all patients
can be transferred. Given the growing number of
homeless people with mental health problems
living on the streets and in local ravines, it makes
no sense to shut down Riverview. Rather, patients
should be brought back to existing facilities on
site and given comfort and care at Riverview. All
that would be required is provincial funds to
provide staffing. While some of the buildings at
Riverview, such as the magnificent West Lawn
(dating from 1910) would no longer be suitable
for mental health care, the newer buildings could
support care in a home-like setting - especially
those which have single bedroom facilities. Press
releases from the provincial government create
the false impression that all the buildings at
Riverview are decrepit and rundown...this is
simply not true. Furthermore, the provincial
government should be ashamed for having
allowed heritage buildings such as West Lawn to
deteriorate to its present condition.

The one good thing about Minister Coleman's
announcement is that he promised to listen to
community input. Of course, listening can be
quite different than taking actions based on
community input...but sincere listening would be
a first good step. Thankfully, Coquitlam Council
has indicated their opposition to the provincial
plans. Two local provincial MLAs, Diane Thorne
and Mike Farnworth have prepared a petition to
save Riverview which they will present to the
provincial legislature in October. BMN is helping
to gather signatures (if you need a copy of the
petition to collect signatures, please call Elaine or
the two MLA offices; an on-line petition is
available at
http://www.petitiononline.com/rview/petition.htm
1 but, if at all possible, get your signature on a real
piece of paper.). We encourage BMN members to
also collect signatures from their friends and
neighbours over the next couple of weeks.

Signing a petition will help but I hope you will
consider this as only your first step to save
Riverview! We also need to let the Premier and
Minister Coleman know how strongly people in
our community feel about Riverview (see Actions
Items for more information). When local
consultation is initiated by the provincial
government, we need to ensure good attendance
at these meetings and encourage people to speak
up for Riverview. BMN members can discuss
Riverview with their family members and friends
- after all, we know why Riverview should be
saved - but others may not. Our BMN report
which documents the many values of Riverview
is available on our website (under publications)
for those who want more information. No doubt,
it's going to be a busy autumn for BMN members
as we rally for Riverview!

One thing has become very apparent to me in
the years that I have “worked on Riverview” - my
appreciation for the site continues to grow as I
learn more about it. My most recent revelation is
the very special value of its collection of heritage
buildings. Don Luxton, an architect who has
documented heritage sites throughout the lower
mainland, says succinctly: “Riverview is one of
the most valuable heritage sites in the province”.
And we started out thinking we were only saving
trees! Clearly, we will need the support of all
BMN members to save Riverview's priceless
heritage during what is likely to be a very
challenging period. We live in interesting times.

Editor's note:

Liz Thunstrom contributed this antidote for
an unfortunate encounter with a skunk. It's
from Paul Krebaum's “Skunk Remedy”
website. Krebaum says peroxide, baking
soda, and soap can also be used for
washing/disinfecting things. No chlorine
residue, taste, or toxins. Solution works best
hot and can be heated in the microwave in an
open plastic bowl (don't fill more than half-
way).

The Skunk Remedy Recipe

In a plastic bucket, mix well the following
ingredients:

1 quart of 3% Hydrogen Peroxide
1/4 cup of baking soda
1 to 2 teaspoons liquid soap

for very large pets one quart of tepid tap
water may be added to enable complete
coverage.

Wash pet promptly and thoroughly, work
the solution deep into the fur. Let your nose
guide you, leave the solution on about 5
minutes or until the odor is gone. Some
heavily oiled areas may require a "rinse and
repeat" washing.

Skunks usually aim for the face, but try to
keep the solution out of the eyes - it stings. If
you have any cuts on your hands you might
want to wear latex gloves for the same
reason. After treatment, thoroughly rinse your
pet with tepid tap water.

Pour the spent solution down the drain with
running water. NEVER, ever, store mixed
solution in a closed bottle, sprayer, etc.
Pressure will build up until the container
bursts. This can cause severe injury.




on Luxton is an award-winning
Dheritage architect and consultant with

a keen understanding of heritage
buildings around Greater Vancouver. He is a
founding director of the Heritage Vancouver
Society, the Victoria Heritage Foundation
and the Canadian Art Deco Society. We
recently asked him for a quote about
Riverview. Here's what he had to say:

“Riverview is one of the most valuable

heritage sites in the province. It is a
remarkable collection of heritage buildings

Riverview’s Outstanding Heritage Values

and associated historic landscape features
that has developed over the past century.
This site is a rich illustration of the
provincial approach to health care and
exists in a remarkably intact site. It also
represents the development of an entire
community - Essondale - that grew up to
support the activities at the site. There is no
comparable site in British Columbia where
a group of purpose-built structures form
such an imposing ensemble, in a campus-
like setting with so much of its area devoted

to a landscaped setting. The Riverview site
is a historic gem of provincial heritage
significance.”

Don Luxton will be conducting a one-hour
heritage tour of Riverview during TreeFest.
Registration (at TreeFest) will be required for
this tour as it is limited to 40 people. I expect
his tour will be one of the most popular events
at TreeFest on September 23.

Nature and Feeder Watch

By Rozanne Thomson

Welcome back, everyone!

Colony Farm has had its specialties this
summer. Several BMNers have commented on
the Indigo Bunting at Colony Farm. Lazuli
Buntings were also sighted and photographed by
several people.

From Derek Wilson: “On the early evening of
July 7, 2007, Ginny and I were eating in our
second floor dining room on the eastern flank of
Burnaby Mountain when the unusual movement
of some birds in the distance caught my eye.
About 100m northwest a black and white bird
had plunged vertically into a row of poplar trees.

Some crows were flapping around the area.
About 10 seconds later a Bald Eagle emerged
from behind the roof lines of the intervening
houses with a pair of crows in hot pursuit. The
Bald Eagle flew in low circles a couple of times
with the crows pestering it all the time. Deciding
that some crow chicks were not worth the hassle, the
Bald Eagle started climbing majestically to the
southeast in search of easier prey.”

Derek goes on to say: “On July 4th and Sth
Ginny remarked that she observed a Bald Eagle at
Colony Farm Community Garden in Coquitlam.”

The male Indigo Bunting was a very popular visitor at Colony Farm this summer. The
bird is believed to have paired up with a female Lazuli Bunting: be on the lookout for
hybrid offspring returning the park next summer. photo by Kiyoshi Takahashi

On July 29th, Carole Edwards reported that she
and others spied a Cooper's Hawk at Finnie's
Garden while they were weeding.

I received a report that the elusive Green Heron
was seen at de Boville Slough on August 23rd. It
was about half way along the dyke. This is one of
the few reliable places to see this heron.

Please send your nature or birding observations
to me at Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca, Phone/fax
604-421-5292/5294, or see me at meetings or
work parties.

Be on the watch during the fall months for exotic visitors to our
area! This Mountain Chickadee turned up at Rozanne's feeder on

October st last year. photo by Rozanne Thomson




Education Conservation Report

By Elaine Golds

ver the summer months, we try to give our
Ohard—working volunteers a well-deserved

respite from BMN duties but, this summer,
we hauled display materials to three events. Twice,
we went to Grant Narrows Regional Park with our
display and 3D map on the Upper Pitt in an attempt
to get information out to the people who recreate in
the Upper Pitt. Unfortunately, both days we chose
turned out to be rainy ones so attendance was light -
but, nonetheless, members of the public supported
our efforts to protect Pinecone Burke Park and

Several BMN volunteers staffed the BMIN display on Riverview at the Coquitlam
Farmers' Market on Sunday, Sept 2nd. The response from market-goers was
extremely gratifying; most people had heard about the issue, and were happy to

items will continue to occupy most of our time over
the next few months. On both this issues, there will
be times, no doubt, when we will need to call on all
BMN members for their support.

Upper Pitt Valley Update

If your attention to BMN-issues went into sleep-
mode over the summer, we remain engaged in
opposing the so-called “run-of-river” hydro project
in the Upper Pitt Valley. This is actually a massive
hydro project which would divert every major
tributary of the Upper Pitt and generate over 160
MW of electricity. We think
it's far too big a project in this
small scenic valley which is
Vancouver's backyard
wilderness and home to the
best wild salmon left in the
lower Fraser River. This
project also concerns us
because the proponents want
to carve a precedent-setting
slice out of the wilderness
heart of Pinecone Burke Park
for a hydroelectric
transmission line to Squamish.
What's more, we don't think
that our electricity supply is
BC is so low that we need
electricity from a project like
this one - or that consumers
will want to pay the much
higher costs of electricity from
such sources.

have an opportunity to sign the petition asking the provincial government to

preserve the Riverview Lands. In four hours, 314 signatures were obtained, with
many people taking copies of the petition to be signed byneighbours and co-
workers. Pictured above, are Barb Sherman (right) and Carole Edwards at the

BMN display. photo by Victoria Otton

hydro development. At these events, we also had
help from other groups such as the Western Canada
Wilderness Committee, Alouette Field Naturalists,
Pitt Polder Preservation Society and Alouette River
Management Society but BMN volunteers carried
most of the responsibility. Thanks to Don Gillespie,
Ian McArthur, Ron Simpson, Mark Haddock as
well as Joan Domer and Duane van den Berg
(AFN), Mike Guildersleeve (PPPS), Joe Foy
(WCWC) and Geoff Clayton (ARMS).

For our third event, we attended the Farmers
Market in Coquitlam on the Labour Day weekend
to get signatures on the Riverview petition. Once
again, the weather could have been better but the
crowds were very supportive. We collected over 300
signatures. Thanks to Barb Sherman, Victoria Otton,
Carole Edwards and Norma Gillespie for waving
the Riverview banner in the rain.

Our EdCon Committee met only once over the
summer at which we focussed entirely on the two
big issues - protecting Riverview and the Upper Pitt
Valley/Pinecone Burke Park. I expect these two

The Upper Pitt Project must
go through an Environmental
Assessment because it is over
50 MW in size. The project
presently sits in its pre-
application stage of this Assessment process but we
anticipate that it will soon move into the next stage,
areview period for its draft Terms of Reference
(dToR). This period will be one of only two
opportunities for public input during the entire
process. This review period for dToR is typically
only 30 days in length so, once it opens, we need to
be ready to provide input quickly.

So that I could gain some experience with
reviewing dToR, I have been following the
Assessment of another run-of-river project in the
interior of BC, the Glacier-Howser (GH) project.
This project had a 38 day public comment on the
dToR over the summer so it is proceeding slightly
ahead of the Upper Pitt project. All documents are
published on the provincial government's website,
www.eao.gov.bc.ca.

First, I was taken aback at the length of the dToR
for the GH project - the technical report was 125
pages plus a number of figures and maps. Clearly, it
takes some time to critique such a long report. The
reason for having draft ToR released for public input

is to ensure that all the studies that need to be done
for evaluation are identified. The evaluation is
undertaken by a “Working Group” which is mainly
anumber of government scientists and bureaucrats
plus a First Nations rep who review the project and,
eventually, make a recommendation to accept it,
require additional studies or reject it. (It is my
understanding that no project has ever been
rejected.) At the dToR stage, the Working Group
will consider public input and may request
additional studies be completed before the project
proceeds. Providing public input at this stage helps
to ensure that the review process will be thorough
and complete. When the EA process was first set up
under the NDP government, stakeholder groups
such as BMN had an opportunity to sit as a member
of the Working Group. Under the Liberals, this
opportunity was eliminated. Now, there is far less
public oversight of Environmental Assessments.

On behalf of BMN, I submitted some comments
on the GH dToR regarding questions I thought
should be answered as part of the evaluation. For
example, the GH dToR summarized some wildlife
studies but the full reports were not made available
for public review. I felt that was not appropriate. All
comments submitted by the public are posted on the
website. The second thing that surprised me was that
many members of the public seemed to not
understand the rationale behind soliciting public
input at this stage. As a consequence, many simply
commented that they did not support the project.
Such comments are not helpful to the Working
Group. Thus, it will be important for us to frame our
comments on the Upper Pitt in a useful manner
when the time comes. . .and that time could be soon.

‘When dToR are posted for the Upper Pitt project,
I expect they will also be lengthy and complex. I
suggest that, once a report is posted, we hold a
workshop for people who wish to submit
comments. We will need to do a full critique of the
dToR; that is probably best done in a group as well.
By early September, we could be into a review
period for the Upper Pitt. If some BMN members
are interested in getting more involved and possibly
participating in such a workshop, please let me
know by email.

Last winter, we were fortunate to receive financial
support from West Coast Environmental Law to
have a lawyer help us acquire information about the
Upper Pitt project, understand the complexities of
the process and provide some guidance in
expressing our concerns to government. The lawyer
we have been working with is Mark Haddock -
Mark is a terrific environmental lawyer who
represented BMN on the Pinecone Burke Study
Team that recommended making the area a
Provincial Park in 1995. During the past few
months, we used up all of Mark's time so we
requested an extension from West Coast for a few
more hours. Once again, we were lucky to have had
this request at least partially met. Mark will now
have additional 50 or so hours to help us examine, in
particular, the issues around the proposed industrial
intrusion into Pinecone Burke Park




Action ltems of the Month:

Green Energy and A Green Riverview

Green Energy: Ask BCHydro Not
to Purchase Electricity from the
Upper Pitt

In most parts of the province, electricity
consumers purchase electricity from BC Hydro.
Until quite recently, BC Hydro generated most of
their own electricity and purchased only a little
from outside the province. When the Liberal
government came to power, BC Hydro was
prohibited from developing new sources of
electricity and was thus forced to rely on purchasing
electricity from the so-called Independent Power
Producers (IPPs) as electricity demand increased.
These days, BC Hydro puts out a call for energy
purchases; such a call is expected this fall. When this
happens, a variety of IPPs submit bids.

We expect that, this fall, Run-of-River-Power,
Inc., the group that is proposing generating
electricity in the Upper Pitt may submit a bid. Such
bids typically have proceeded even prior to projects
receiving an Environmental Assessment permit. In
fact, some of the purchases BC Hydro has made
have never proceeded to completion; others remain
far behind schedule. We think it's time that the CEO
of BC Hydro hears what you think about this Crown
corporation purchasing electricity that would violate

the wilderness heart of Pinecone Burke Park.

In recent years, BC Hydro have prided themselves
on how sustainable and environmentally-friendly
they are with, for example, the development a
number of Water Use Plans including one on the
Coquitlam River that will eventually deliver more
water downstream for fish. Community
stakeholders who have worked with BC Hydro
generally agree...BC Hydro seems to be a
corporation that cares about the environment. They
have developed conservation programs for
electricity through programs which, for example,
encourage customers to switch to LED Christmas
lights, etc. So, we think BC Hydro might sit up and
pay attention if some of their customers start to
complain about them possibly purchasing electricity
that would threaten our provincial park system and
species at risk.

Please consider writing a short note to Bob Elton,
President and CEO of BC Hydro to express your
concerns about Run of River Power, Inc and their
project in the Upper Pitt River Valley that might be
submitting a bid to BC Hydro soon. Their proposed
transmission line would take a precedent-setting
wilderness chunk out of Pinecone Burke Park and
destroy grizzly bear habitat. You could tell Elton you
think this project cannot, under any definition, be

Nature Camping Opportunities

by Rozanne Thomson

ach year naturalist camps are organized
Eby clubs or members of BC Nature, the

new name for Federation of BC
Naturalists.

This spring, I chose to attend the Central
Okanagan camp; others were available at
Bamfield and on Saturna Island. Any one of
these would have been a fine choice, a chance to
be with fellow BC Nature members, with
presentations by a variety of experts.

The camp I attended was put on by the
Central Okanagan Naturalists Club (CONC),
and catered by two of their members, with
generous support from the rest of the club. The
food was excellent and the programme was
equally outstanding. It extended over 5 days,
from May 7-11.

We were housed in a church camp on the edge
of Westbank. Our day-time outings took us up
and down and around the Okanagan. We birded
Penticton, Vaseux Lake, White Lake, Okanagan
Falls, and the apparently famous Road 22, all in
one day. Other days took us to the old Fur
Brigade trail, to Fintry mansion and Park,

Okanagan Mountain Park for botanizing, and a
hike up Glenrosa hills where we could see
Mount Boucherie in the middle distance.

Evenings were filled. We learned about the
geologic history of the area. The man behind the
reconstruction of the local KVR trestles updated
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Botanizing at Okanagan Mountain Park
during a day trip during the Central Okanagan
Naturalist Camp. photo by Rozanne Thomson

considered as “green or sustainable energy”. I
suggest you say you don't object to the existing
BCTC transmission line across the southern park of
Pinecone Burke Park because it is built close to
areas inhabited by people rather than being located
in a remote and beautiful wilderness area of a Class
A Provincial Park. Tell Elton you don't want your
electricity to be tainted by the destruction of what is
now a protected wilderness. ...and BC Hydro
shouldn't either if they want to remain as good
environmental stewards. His address is: Bob Elton,
President and CEO, BC Hydro, 333 Dunsmuir
Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 5R3.

A Green Riverview

The reasons why Riverview must be preserved for
the care of the mentally ill, for its tree collection,
heritage values and green space should be almost
axiomatic to BMNers familiar with the site.
However, Premier Campbell and Minister Coleman
need to hear about these values from people in the
local community to help them understand why their
proposed “Riverview Redevelopment’” would
destroy much of what we cherish about the site. I
encourage BMN members to write to Premier
Campbell and Minister Coleman to express their
views. You can write to them at The Honourable
Premier Gordon Campbell, Room 156, Parliament
Buildings, Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4 or
premier@gov.be.ca and the Honourable Rich
Coleman, Minister Responsible for Housing, Room
128, Parliament Buildings, Victoria or
rich.coleman.mla@leg.bc.ca.

us on this project; they hope to have all the
trestles destroyed in the disastrous 2003 fire
replaced by the end of 2007. Another speaker
shared with us his historic slides documenting
plant recovery after the fire. A local
herpetologist enlightened us about the
unfortunately much maligned rattlesnake.
Although there are few incidents where these
reptiles actually have bitten people (they
usually try to avoid contact at all costs),
statistics show that 93% of bites are of males
between the ages of 12 and 30, and usually on
face or hands. Hmm, ...

I'd be happy to tell you more about each of
these tours. I would note too that the Fall
General Meeting of BC Nature will be held at
Hotel Harrison Hot Springs October 11-14. You
will remember this was the meeting BMN
hosted last fall. There are excellent presentations
and field trips laid on which we can easily take
part in, as it is not too far away to drive. You can
register for a day or more, or for the whole
weekend. Some tours are extra; deadline for
early registration is September 14. See your
copy of the quarterly BC Nature newsletter or
go to the web site, http://benature.ca/index.htm
for full details.
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Hello Burke Mountain
Naturalists,

I am a former member of the BMN and have formed my own non-profit group called
Green Ideas Network. G.L.N. has been invited by the City of Burnaby to host its first
Environmental Film Festival on September 21 and 22, 2007.

On behalf of Green Ideas Network, I would like to invite you to attend this event. The
film festival will be held at the Centre for Dialogue Theatre, Byrne Creek Secondary
School. Doors open at 6:30 pm and the films begin at 7:00 pm. During the evening and
intermission, you can see educational and stewardship display tables, fundraising items,
raffle prizes, and have a chance to win some door prizes. Complimentary refreshments
and fair trade coffee will also be served. Due to limited seating, we are asking people to
pre-register at 604-294-7421. At the end of the shows, expert panellists will be available
for discussion and dialogue.

Timely and solutions-based screenings of local, national and award-winning
documentaries will be our attempt to educate and raise public awareness of today's
environmental issues. The line-up of films can be viewed on the news & events page at
www.greenideasnetwork.org. Burnaby's very own Mark Angelo has graciously agreed to
present the opening remarks on Friday night.

Your support is appreciated very much and your feedback is important to us. We would be
honoured if you could attend.

If you would kindly distribute this to your members, I would be very grateful.
Best regards,

Doreen Dewell

phone: 604-531-1194

The DEADLINE for the October BMN Newsletter is Sept. 29th, 2007.

o~ Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership Form >
Q Individual Membership ($25.00/year)
QO Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year).

Q Group Membership ($30.00/year)
Membership information: Members receive eleven monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities,
local issues and events. Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status

Name(s):

Address:

City: Postal Code:
Telephone: E-mail:

Send your completed membership form to:
Burke Mountain Naturalists, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4

This newsletter is printed on Genesis paper, 100% post consumer, deinked & 100% Eco Certified.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in
January 1989 and is a member club of BC Nature
(formerly Federation of BC Naturalists) BMN is a
registered non-profit Society with charitable
income status.

Our objectives are:

to promote the enjoyment of nature

to foster an interest in, and an

appreciation of,our environment

to actively pursue the conservation and
preservation of the natural world

to promote the accessibility and maintenance
of natural areas, particularly local areas.

President:
Ian McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net
Vice President:
Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca
Past President:
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Phone & Fax)
egolds@sfu.ca
Treasurer & Membership:
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864)
caroleedwards @shaw.ca
Recording Secretary:
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511)
barb23@gmail.com
Members-at-Large:
Anne Holt (604.936.4108)
Mark Johnston (604.552.0727)
Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292)
Candice Archer (604.945.6853)
F.B.C.N. Directors:
Jude Grass (604.219.2043), Mike Griffin (alt.)
Newsletter Editor:
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805)
BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com
Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer (604.552.0841)
Education/Conservation Committee:
Chair: Elaine Golds
Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin,
Ian McArthur, Niall Williams, Carole Edwards
Nature and Feeder Watch:
Rozanne Thomson
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca
Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294
Young Naturalists Club:
Margaret Flaherty (604.420.4701)

BMN Publications:
> Monthly Newsletter, except July
> Natural History Brochures
* Miller Park Ravine * DeBoville Slough
¢ Riverview Lands ¢ Coquitlam River Corridor
> Bird Brochures:
* Colony Farm ¢ Como Lake ¢ DeBoville
Slough ¢ Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area
> Plant Brochures:
* Colony Farm * DeBoville Slough
> Trail Maps:
* Burke Mountain Map & Widgeon Valley
> Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park
System, by Christine Hanrahan et al, 1994,
121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
> Our Backyard Wilderness,
A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock,
1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
Coquitlam Poirier Library
> The Riverview Hospital Site - Respecting Its
Past, Realizing Its Future”, by Elaine Golds,
Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages
available on our website

Visit our website: www.bmn.bc.ca




