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T
he severe windstorms of last winter
caused a fair amount of damage at the
Noons Creek Hatchery, a small

educational hatchery close to the skating area in
Port Moody run by some very dedicated
volunteers. Debris coming down Noons Creek
plugged the water intake for the hatchery; this
threatened the flow of fresh water over eggs
inside the hatchery. This wouldn't have been so
bad except that windstorms also knocked out
power lines and left the hatchery without
electricity. This meant the only way to keep
oxygenated water flowing over the eggs was
with a gasoline-fueled pump that needed to be
filled every 6 hours around the clock. When
volunteers got through this crisis, they then
realized that the small wetland created by former
BMN member, Doug Bennie (now deceased),
had a number of trees blown into it and had
essentially disappeared under a tumble of tree
trunks and branches.
The hatchery applied to Environment

Canada's Environmental Damages Fund (EDF)
for money to hire an excavator to remove debris
from the wetland and replant with native shrubs
and trees. (Although I don't include myself in
the small group of dedicated volunteers who are
at the hatchery most days, I have always sat on
the Board of Directors and do a little paperwork
from time to time.) In August, we were pleased
to learn our project had been funded. During the
so-called “fisheries window” in late summer
(when work is allowed in and around streams),
we had heavy machinery and skilled operators
re-dig the wetland. This crew did a great job and

used any boulders uncovered to stabilize the
banks of the wetland. We created an island in the
middle for mallards who rear their young on this
wetland every year to use to escape from the
unwanted attention of cats on the prowl. Our
hatchery volunteers, including Dave Bennie,
Doug's son, have now rebuilt the decks we use
for school classes to do water sampling in the
wetland. Now that the rains are due to arrive any
day, we are ready to re-plant.

On Saturday morning, October 13, between 9
am and 1 pm, we are inviting volunteers to join
us at the hatchery to plant a diverse selection of
native shrubs and trees around the wetland. We
are lucky to have the partnership of the City of
Port Moody to help us with this project but we
will also need volunteers for a planting bee. We
are hoping that many BMN members will be
able to come to the hatchery for an hour or so to
help us get a few plants in the ground. In
addition to the EDF grant, we also received
funds from the Port Moody Foundation to
purchase plants. We are also grateful for
donations of plant material from Pam Zevit at
Como Lake and Donna Crosby of the Riverview
Horticultural Society who had a few trees left
over from the plant sale at TreeFest. Dave may
be too busy planting to make his famous
pancakes on Saturday, but we will have some
refreshments available. We hope to see you
there! If you have your own garden gloves and
spade, please bring them as we will have some
tools but they will be limited in number. Please
tag your tools so that you can identify them even
after they become caked with mud.

Wetland Restoration at Noons Creek - 

Volunteers Needed on Saturday Morning!by Elaine Golds

The creation of wetland involved the excavator
working to clear debris out of the wetland, the

careful placement of all the boulders to
stabilize the edges and the island created to
provide safe refuge for ducklings from all the
cats at large. Now the bare soil is awaiting

plants. photos by John Gregson
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O
narecent sunnySeptember day,Rod
MacVicar spotted something along the Port
Moody shoreline that set off all sorts of alarm

bells. Responding to his call, I arrived at the IocoBoat
Club to seewhat looked like aminiwater park in full
swing along thewet shorelinewhere the tide had just
ebbed. It seemed thatwaterwas pulsing out of every
clamhole along the beach. Suspiciously, thewater
edging the shorelinewas cloudedwith a light yellow
material.Therewas speculation about nearby
constructionwork but no point source froma creek or
across land could be identified.Concerned, I got busy
phoning every agency I could.Rod inspected the
shoreline in his skiff, theMedusa 2, but sawnothing
out of the ordinary.BrianCarter, PortMoody
Manager of Parks andOperationswho arrived
quickly to direct the collection of legalwater samples,
noted that submerged clams along the shorewere
releasing something cloudy from their siphons in little
puffs. It seemed those critterswereworking hard to
expel something thatwas irritating them.
Julie Pavey,Manager of Environmental Services

for PortMoody,was summoned fromameeting at
GVRD inBurnaby.Onherway tomeet us, she

checked all the creeks along IocoRoad and saw
nothing unusual.Once on site, she quickly noted that
the shore crabs, barnacles and fishwere behaving
quite normally. She then surprisingly speculated that
the clams justmight be displaying reproductive
behaviour. I had a hard time imagining that the clams
would be spawning this late in the year and that those
above the tide linewould be casting their eggs and
sperm into the air and onto the exposed beach.

But indeed, that's reallywhat appears to have been
happening.Within an hour, Julie had checkedwith a
clamexpert at the PacificBiological Station in
Nanaimo.The description she gave to the specialist
apparentlymatched clam reproductive behaviour
very accurately.These bivalves spawnup until
October andwhen they do, they expel cloudy
material from their siphons. If they had actually been
in distress, they apparentlywould have used their
muscular feet to push their entire bodies right up to
the surface.

So there you go.Amarinemystery solved.Avery
interesting emergency drill.And a happy conclusion
that themudflat is full of living, reproducing

creatures.What appeared to be a dire environmental
emergency - a 'calamity' -was actually an episode of
saltwater sex (exclamationmark).As ourDFO
community advisor SandieHollick-Kenyon said,
“This is a good learning experience for us all as clam
spawning is not something experienced very often,
but unknown releases into aquatic environments are
unfortunatelymore common.”

The addendum to this lesson is an updated list of
emergency call numbers. Itwould not be a bad idea
for us all to enter these into our phone directories:

DFO Observe Record Report line 1-800-
465-4336 (habitat&fishing violations)

Fisheries and Oceans 
switchboard at 604-666-3500

Environment Canada spill 
report line604-666-6100

Provincial Emergency line 
(PEP) 1-800-663-3456
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A Cautionary Tale, A Clammy Conundrum by Ruth Foster

1. The Future of the Riverview
Hospital Lands
Weexpect public consultations over the future of

theRiverview site to commence this fall and hope
that all BMNmemberswill participate and take
advantage of this opportunity to provide feedback to
government. In themeantime, please be sure you
have signed the petition and thenmake your views
known toPremierCampbell andMinisterColeman
bywriting thema short letter (details on how to
contact themwere in our September newsletter; this
information is also available on the provincialwebsite
or through your localMLA). In addition, you should

consider sharing your viewswith the localMLAs.
MostBMNmemberswill reside in the ridings of
DianeThorne (NDP),MikeFarnworthNDP),Harry
Bloy (Lib) or IainBlack (Lib). Regardless of their
party allegiance, it's important that you communicate
your views to them.This can be as simple as a phone
call to their office or a brief note in themail.

2. Hydro Proposal in the Upper Pitt
Threatens Pinecone Burke Park
Weare concerned thatRun ofRiver Power, Inc.

seems to think thatBCParkswould issue a ParkUse
Permit for industrial activitieswithin PineconeBurke

Park! It's important thatMinister Penner knows
people inBCwould never support industrial activities
in Provincial Parks or, alternatively, support
wilderness areas being removed fromParks to allow
such activities. Pleasewrite toMinister Penner and
tell himyou do not support ParkUsePermits being
issued for industrial activities nor do youwant land to
be removed fromparks to allow industrial activities in
whatwas once a provincial park. If this is allowed in
PineconeBurke Provincial Park, itwill create a legal
precedent for provincial parks all acrossBC.Write to
Minister Penner at env.minister@gov.bc.ca orThe
HonourableMinister Penner,Ministry of
Environment, POBox9047, Stn ProvGovt,Victoria,
BC,V8W9E2or fax 1-250-387-1356.

Action Items of the Month:   

Mysteriously clouded water along
the north shore of Port Moody in
September. photos by Ruth Foster



Thursday, October 10, 6-8 pm:  
Public consultation on draft management plan
for Indian Arm Provincial Park at Belcarra
Village Hall, 4084 Bedwell Bay Road. If you
can't attend this meeting, one is being held on
Wednesday, Oct. 11 in the district of North
Vancouver (Parkgate Community Centre, 2625
Banff Court). For further info, email
ichaw@twnation.ca, phone 604-924-4187 or
see www.burrardband.com.

Saturday, October 13, 9am-1pm:  
Volunteer Planting Bee at the Noons Creek
Hatchery in Port Moody. Help to restore a
wetland damaged during a windstorm last
winter. Fallen trees and associated debris have
been removed and the wetland has been cleared
by excavators; now, volunteers are needed for
the finishing touches to plant native shrubs
around the perimeter of the restored wetland.
Refreshments will be provided as a reward for
your efforts. Some gardening tools will be
available, but please bring your own (labelled)
plus gumboots and gloves if you have them.

Saturday, October 13:  
“For the Love of Local Food”. Enjoy a 3 course
delicious buffet-style meal of local food hosted
by the Coquitlam Farmers Market at the Poirier
Community Centre in Coquitlam. $40 per
person. Cash bar with BC wines. Tickets
available at the Farmers Market or see
www.makebakegrow.com.

Sunday mornings 9am-1pm
until the end of October:  
Coquitlam Farmers Market. Purchase locally
grown food and crafts, enjoy music and the
company of others at the Farmers Market every
Sunday at the Dogwood Pavilion parking lot,
624 Poirier Street, Coquitlam.

Sunday Oct 14 9 am - noon. 
Friends of DeBoville Slough are holding a grass
seed planting party and nestbox installation bee.
Meet at DeBoville Slough on the intersection of
Cedar Ave. & Victoria Drive in Coquitlam. If
you would like to volunteer please call Dave at
604-941-2498.

Sunday, October 14 at 1 pm:  
Tree Tour at Riverview. Enjoy the fall colours.
Meet on the uphill side of the Henry Esson
Young Building for the last official tour of
2007. Follow the banners and signage through
the site to the parking area.

Sat., October 20, 9:30am-1 pm: 
Volunteers are needed to help plant a hedgerow
for wildlife on the Port Coquitlam side of
Colony Farm Regional Park. Our goal is to
plant just before the rains come - but the rains

might arrive first so, please, dress appropriately
for the weather. If school classes or businesses
want to participate as a group during the next
week, please contact Alison at the Metro
Vancouver (formerly GVRD) Parks Avalon
Office (604-520-6442) to schedule a time.

Tuesday, October 23 at 7:15 pm:  
BMN Executive Meeting at Barb's.

Sunday, October 28, 11am-3pm:  
Salmon Come Home Event at Hoy Creek in
Coquitlam. BMN will be there with display and
children's activities. As usual, we will probably
be leading short nature walks into the riparian
forest - watch local papers for details closer to
event date. We would appreciate volunteer help
at our display - to chat with the public and assist
children with our wildlife puzzles - it's fun and
easy but expect a chilly wet day!

Saturday, Nov. 3, 8am-4:30 pm: 
Metro Vancouver Park's Super Saturday for
Regional Park Volunteers. This free annual
event offers breakfast (for early birds), lunch
plus snacks, interesting guest speakers and an
opportunity to network with Park volunteers
from around the lower mainland…all
conveniently close at BCIT in Burnaby. This
year's events look better than ever - keynote
speaker will be biologist Richard Hebda on the
signs of global warming in BC. Because BMN
is a member group of the Colony Farm Park
Association, any BMN member who has
volunteered in a Regional Park is welcome to
attend. Phone MV Regional Parks to register
and sign up for workshops (604-342-6359) by
October 19. This event is a great way to spend a
grey November day.

Saturday, November 3:  
Another great way to spend a November day -
join Larry Cowan and Nature Vancouver
members for a half day birding trip to
DeBoville Slough and Minnekhada Park. Meet
Larry at the corner of Victoria and Cedar Drives
in NE Coquitlam at 9 am. Contact Larry at 604-
465-1402 or lawrencecowan@shaw.ca.

Tuesday, Nov. 13 at 7:30 pm:  
BMNMonthly Meeting. Guest speaker will be
SFU professor and glaciologist, Gwen Flowers,
talking on “The dynamics of glaciers in a
changing climate”. At Como Lake United
Church, corner of Marmont and KingAlbert
Avenue in the older part of Coquitlam.

Wednesday, Nov. 14 at 5 pm:  
Colony Farm Park Association meeting at MV
Regional Parks Avalon Office. Meeting will
start early with pizza and proceed to an
extensive discussion with staff of events and
work planned for the coming year.

Saturday and Sunday,
November 17 and 18:  
Harrison Eagle Festival. This event grew from a
former BMN field trip to become one of the best
events in the lower Fraser Valley to enjoy eagles,
salmon and other wildlife. This is a loop driving
tour with sites such as Inch Creek, Great Blue
Heron Nature Reserve, Tapadera Estates, Kilby
Store and Stave Lake Power House all part of this
event on both days of the weekend. Check with
the Mission Chamber of Commerce,
www.mission.ca for details closer to the date.

Sunday, Nov. 18, 11am-3pm:  
Hyde Creek Salmon Festival at the Hyde Creek
Recreation Centre in Port Coquitlam. BMN will
be there with displays and children's activities.

Thursday, November 22:  
Friends of DeBoville Slough meet at Pinetree
Community Centre in Coquitlam. Please note,
the volunteer knotweed removal in late
September was cancelled. For more
information, contact President Dave Mounteney
(burkemtnman@shaw.ca). We hope to get an
interpretive kiosk installed sometime soon.

Tuesday, Nov. 27 at 7:15 pm:  
BMN Executive meeting at Anne's.
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Announcements:

Notice of Annual
General Meeting
Tuesday, Dec. 11 at 7:00 pm*
(note earlier start time)
Como Lake United Church,
corner of Marmont Street and
King Albert Avenue, Coquitlam

See www.bmn.bc.ca for
details

Please join us for our annual election of
officers, silent auction and slide show of
BMN activities from the past year. Funds
raised at the Silent Auction will be used to
support club activities and help restore the
heritage bunkhouse at Colony Farm Regional
Park.

If you have items you wish to contribute to
the Silent Auction, please contact Janet
Rozanski (rozanski@shaw.ca or 604-945-
5488). Donations of baked items are also a
popular item for our Bake Table (BMN
member in charge to be determined - any
volunteers?).



Sept. 1991 - 16 years ago

“Field Trip:  Burke Mountain” 
by Christine Hanrahan

After the last trip, I tried to summarize, on a
purely personal basis, some of the impressions I
was left with after our three excursions up
Burke. Undoubtedly the most vivid memory is
of the sheer beauty and variety of the place, and
judging from the frequent exclamations of
delight I heard, it is a sentiment shared by fellow
BMNers......... I'm also left wondering how
many people in this area are unaware of what
lies in their own backyard. Why fight the traffic,
sit in the car for an hour or so, to hike the
mountain meadows of Cypress and Seymour,
when we have our very own wilderness
mountain a few minutes away? And Burke
offers some pretty spectacular views too!

If we want to save Burke Mt. from 300
[500?] condos, a hotel, a golf course, an
entertainment complex, and more, ad nauseum,
we must act now.

Oct. 1991

“White Crowned Sparrow”
by Marjorie Griffin

I hear him no more
Over the noise of man and machine
But on a past summer day
Joy knew no bounds
As he sang from the sign;
Surprised was I.....
He had chosen such an unlikely spot,
Midst the heat and clatter
Of a Safeway parking lot!
[Observed 3rd July, 1999, Coquitlam, BC.]

Sept.1993 - 14 years ago

“The Black Bear” 
by Kiyoshi Takahashi

[Kiyoshi wrote an interesting article
describing the characteristics of the black bear
and ended with this paragraph:]

It was dusk and I was half dreaming when I
felt a dark shadow behind the car. That was the
face of a big bear staring from the other side of
the car through the window which is 4 feet from
the ground! It was slowly walking along the car
toward me. Fortunately, all the food was in the
car. I swear I did not panic, although I was rather
close to it. I thought the bear would be scared
when my wife came back and screamed. I do not
have the luxury of being able to talk to the bear,

telling him that my wife was coming. Under the
circumstances I decided to scare it away. I
picked up a frying pan and a fork from the fire
pit and started banging. I might have shouted,
too, as I had a sore throat later. The bear looked
quite annoyed and slowly walked away. I
remember its body wobbling from one side to
the other, with its shiny fur waving, reflecting
the evening light into the deep forest. It was a
big fat bear just before the winter sleep. As soon
as it disappeared, I saw my wife coming up from
the creek bottom. I shouted to her to caution.
The sound of the creek erased my voice and she
started laughing. I was still holding a frying pan
and a fork with my hands high in the sky, and
opening my mouth and eyes wide.

Oct.1994 - 13 years ago

“September Field Trip”
By Mike Griffin

Our club celebrated B.C. Rivers` Day, Sunday
Sept. 25, by hosting a public double event at
Colony Farm highlighting the Coquitlam River;
hence "A river runs through it".

In the morning, enjoying clear sunny
weather, an enthusiastic birding group was led
by Larry Cowan along both banks of the river.

The birds didn't let us down - 27 species
were observed, the notables being a Merlin
Hawk, a Pied-billed Grebe, a Belted Kingfisher,
an aerial display of a Northern Harrier and the
sight of still colourful American Goldfinches on
the blue-bloomed chicory plants.

In the afternoon, with continuing fine
weather, walking trips along the dykes proved
very popular and attracted over 130 visitors -
many first-timers from the Lower Mainland
area.

They saw the opening of the Coquitlam side
River Trail. This trail, courtesy of Coquitlam
Parks and Rec. and the sterling endeavours of
Don Gillespie and Doug Bennie in trail building,
now links up to the PoCo Trail near the Bailey
bridge [a.k.a. the old red bridge] on Pitt River
Road..... Let's hope that by the 1995 B.C.
Rivers` Day we will be celebrating the
designation of Colony Farm as a nature refuge!

Oct. 1996 ----11 years ago

“Colony Farm - Changes Down
the Road” 
by Elaine Golds

We recently received word that Van City
EnviroFund had funded the grant application
from FarmFolk/CityFolk to establish a
community garden on a small area of Colony
Farm adjacent to the parking lot. During the
Open Houses for Colony Farm, a great deal of
interest has been expressed for community
gardens. Colony Farm certainly has the good
soil and sunshine. I can't think of a more
pleasant place to be hoeing
weeds....FarmFolk/City Folk will be holding
public meetings over the winter with the hope of
having a group ready to prepare the soil by
spring. Their plans call for wildlife-friendly,
pesticide-free gardening........
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BMNmembers discover the beauty of Burke Mountain on the first BMN trip up Burke July 9, 1989. L-
R: Tom Hanrahan, Marjorie Griffin, Mike Griffin, unidentified Dogwood Rambler, Carla Bosman and
another unidentified Dogwood Rambler. photo by Christine Hanrahan

Looking Back:

Excerpts from previous newsletters By Anne Holt



Share your tips for greener living here! Send
them to burkemtnnats@gmail.com. Here are this
month's enviro-tips from our members:

Carole Edwards sends this information on
Mountain Equipment Co-op (MEC) -
Recycling Projects:

- MEC will donate Old Polar Fleece and other
90 per cent polyester clothing to community
groups and ship the rest to Japan for recycling
into fresh fabric. Polyester is a petroleum
product, so this is a great way to reduce your
carbon footprint. Just drop your clean castoffs of
Polartec® (any brand),

- MEC™, EcoCircle™ (any brand) &
Patagonia® Common Threads at any MEC
store. All MEC purchased batteries, not broken
or corroded, can be recycled by dropping them
off at the Member Service Desk.

- MEC has joined the think Food/phones for
food program. Old cell phones and inkjet

cartridges collected in the designated boxes
adjacent to the cash area will be sorted and
recycled and the proceeds donated to the local
food bank. For more information on this project
call 1-888-271-3641 or check out their web site
www.think-food.com

These household tips from Rozanne Thomson

- To recycle burnt-out fluorescent light bulbs,
contact BC Hydro for the closest hardware store
which will take them for you.

- Run your dishwasher on the delicate or china
setting (after filling it as full as possible); you
will find it cleans dishes just as well.

. . . and this from Victoria Otton:

- Seventh Generation® dishwashing liquid is not
petroleum-based, contains no phosphates, is not
tested on animals, and is indistinguishable from
the usual brand name soaps like Ivory in terms
of its sudsiness and cleaning ability. I found
Ecover® not satisfactory at all with our
municipal water.

Enviro-tips 
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R
emember to bring your own bags
whenever you go shopping.
Discarded bags can end up in the

ocean (that's why the annual shoreline
cleanup is so important). Once in the ocean,
a lot of bags and other debris will
eventually collect in a place in the northern
Pacific where the currents ebb and nullify
each other. There, a non-biodegradable
petrochemical blob has grown in recent
years and is now reported to be twice the
size of Texas. Some of this deadlymess
originatedwhen people brought their
shopping home in a plastic bag. Once in the
ocean, plastic can bemistaken for squid, for
example, and end up in the stomach of
turtles and other wildlife where, eventually,
it can cause their death.
In theUSAalone, 100 billion plastic bags

are thrown away each year - the equivalent
of 12million barrels of oil. Go green by
carrying cotton! I have been using cloth
bags for over 10 years. They have never
worn out although they do need to be
washed occasionally. The less
environmentally-conscious people inmy
family bring home the occasional goodie in
a plastic bag - that's always been enough to
keepme suppliedwith aweekly plastic bag
(or two) to use for our kitchen garbage.

Eliminate Plastic
Bags from your
Life: byElaineGolds

Our intrepid photographer Kiyoshi Takahashi

was at Treefest with his camera and got some

very nice photos of a black bear on the road

above Finnie's Garden mid-afternoon, when

Treefest was in full swing. Kiyoshi says: I

returned home and had a close look by

magnifying the photos. It had a large scar on

the right side just below jaw. It appears to be

the young male about 3-4 years old that I saw

last year. Since there is a large, fully matured

male there, it’s quite possible they had some

kind of encounter? I hope they live there

peacefully. This guy was so gentle, appeared to

be walking toward me without noticing on the

side of road, nibbling berries until we came to

about 60 meters, and finally noticed me when I

stood up. He turned back while looking at me,

looked almost like saying, “I've met you at your

home last year!” photo by Kiyoshi Takahashi

I
f you haven't had an opportunity to sign the
Riverview Hospital Lands petition or still
have family members or friends at work who

wish to sign, there is still a little time. The plan
is for the local NDPMLAs to present the
petition in the Provincial Legislature which will
not be in session until the middle of October.
Petitions are available from BMN members
(Elaine at 604-937-3483 or the Gillespies at
604-942-7378) or at the constituency offices of

MLAs Diane Thorne and Mike Farnworth.
Please note that petitions are in circulation with
an October 1 deadline for return but this has
now been extended to the middle of the month.
Please add your signature to the thousands
which have already been collected. We need to
demonstrate to Premier Campbell that the local
community definitely does not support making
the Riverview Hospital lands available for
market housing.

Still Time to Sign for Riverview 
if You Act Now!



T
heautumn is always a busy timewith several
community events andmanymeetings to
attend. So far, this fall has been right on

schedule with a new deadline quickly popping up to
take the place of the one just met.We hadwonderful
weather for TreeFest this year - the gorgeous
sunshine really showed the trees of Riverview in
their full splendour.All tours werewell attended as
was the BMNboothwherewe had petitions to sign
to keep the Riverview lands in public trust. Thanks
toHannahDiamond, HilaryMaguire and Lee
Harding for attending to our displays, petition table
and the Colony Farm ParkAssociation display.
Many other BMNmembers were busywith other
displays - for example,Victoria was at the
Naturescape table next to us, Ian at the Riverwatch
displaywith his buckets of water for creating floods,
Mike at theMinnekhada Park display andDavid
andMyrnawithDeBoville Slough.Youmight say
the BMNers had their own little corner! In addition,
other BMNers such asDonna,Mary, Carole and
Rozannewere helping out asmembers of the
TreeFest Committee while Norma, Don, Niall,
Kiyoshi,Minako,Vivienne and others were serving
cake and pouring blackberry tea in Finnie's Garden
or acting as roving ambassadors. I can't think of
another event that involves somanyBMNmembers
as doesTreeFest (andmy apologies to anyone
whose name I havemissed). It was very
encouraging to see that members of the public who
attendedwere also passionate about saving the site.
Former BMNmember, DoreenDewell organized

an environmental film festival in Burnaby just
before Rivers Day.MarkAngelo, the founder of BC
Rivers Day introduced the event and I was lucky
enough to be invited to be as a panelmember.We
saw excellent films that featured some of our local
stream stewards such as JenniferAtchison from
StoneyCreek in Burnaby. HilaryMaguire and
Victoria Otton helpedme carry theUpper Pitt
display and 3Dmap to the event.We heard some
riveting comments fromBill Rees at UBCwho
developed the innovative “ecological footprint”
concept to help people understand their impact on
the planet.We all agreed hewouldmake a terrific
BMN speaker shouldwe ever be so lucky as to get
him scheduled.

1. Riverview
Wewere very pleasedwhen theNDPrecently

passed a resolution on the future of Riverview,
prepared inDianeThorne's office, which has now
become party policy. Briefly, the resolution states
the BCNDPsupports the continued public
ownership of all the remaining RiverviewLands
and its continuing use as an ecologically-significant
haven formental health and community purposes
with nomarket housing.

Now that we have learned of the great esteem that
heritage architect, Don Luxton, holds for the
RiverviewHospital Site, we thought it would be
appropriate to discuss if there was some heritage or

historic designation that could be given to the site.
While it's not clear what value this would have for
protecting the lands, it's an initiative wewill discuss
at our EdConmeeting in early October.

2. BC Rivers Day Draws Attention to
Hydro Proposal in Upper Pitt
We attended a couple ofmeetings regarding the

Upper Pitt hydro proposal inmid September. The
first meeting, withMarkHaddock andmyself
attending, waswith all the Upper Pitt stakeholders at
ameeting in PittMeadows. It was nice to have local
MLAMichael Sather in attendance. (He had just
been removed from theNDPcaucus for his stance
on theTswwassen First Nations treaty agreement
that allows land to be taken from theALR - so he
hadmore free time to attendmeetings than usual!).
We received video discs filmed in theUpper Pitt
whichwe thinkwill be useful to show as a film at a
publicmeeting sometime in the near future. The
video had been fundedwith some remaining
PRAWN funds (Pitt River andAreaWatershed
Network) - this was supported by themain groups in
PRAWN including BMN,Alouette River
Management Society andKatzie First Nation.

In late June, theUnion of BC Indian Chiefs
passed a resolutionwhich calls for amoratorium on
all private power facility development on rivers and
streams until there is an assurance of transparent and
meaningful consultation; however, they also
resolved to support First Nationswho are currently
negotiating or have secured a private power
agreement. To date, the Katzie First Nation have
maintained a neutral position on theUpper Pitt
proposal fromRun of River, Power, Inc.

Inmid-September,Victoria, Carole and I attended
ameeting of the BCRiversAlliance (of which
BMN is amember) to discuss upcoming actions.
The editor fromCommonGroundMagazine
attended thismeeting andwe all agreed to contribute
articles for a big section in the next edition just in
time for BCRivers Day on September 30.We hope
to have copies available at the BMNmeeting.
Copies of this edition of CommonGround, which
appearsmonthly, should be available in local
libraries over the next couple of weeks. Be sure to
pick up a copy!

Wewere pleasedwhen an excellent article byLarry
Pynn appeared in theVancouver Sun onSeptember
25.His article nicely summarized all the reasonswe
don't support the hydro proposal in theUpper Pitt and
was accompanied by awonderful photograph and
mapof theUpper Pitt RiverValley.We already have
this article laminated and on our display!

Another item of good news is that theNDP, based
on a resolution submitted byMLADianeThorne,
said they do not support the removal of any portion
of Pinecone Burke Provincial Park for an electricity
transmission corridor for the hydro proposal in the
Upper Pitt Valley. Diane also provided uswith a

copy of a letter fromRun of River, Inc., the
proponents of the hydro project, in which they state
“the park boundary adjustment proposed bymy
companywill ensure that any lands used for the
transmission line corridor will remain a BCParks
ProtectedAreas andwill bemanaged as parkland in
perpetuity under a ParkUse Permit.” What's this -
they think a ParkUse Permit might be issued for a
transmission line through a provincial park?? Please
see action items for how you can help to keep our
parks for wildlife and the enjoyment of nature!

In September,WatershedWatch Salmon Society
released their “Citizen's Guide toUnderstanding
Approvals, Impacts and Sustainability of
Independent Power Projects”. This report and a
longer technical are available on their website,
www.watershed-watch.org. These reports outline a
number of environmental reasons to be concerned
about run-of -river projects. For BCRivers Day, the
Georgia Straight had two articles about these
projects. In one, they interviewedCraigOrr of
WatershedWatch about their reports and in the
other, quotedMLAMichael Sather as saying that if
there was a proper land use planning process for
run-of-river projects, the hydro project in theUpper
Pitt would never be allowed to go ahead…great
statement, I thought! With all this coverage, I can
only hope that public awareness will increasewith
regard to the environmental damage these so-called
run of river projects can do.

We expect that the hydro proposal in theUpper
Pitt valleymay be approaching a public input period
for their draft Terms of Reference for the
EnvironmentalAssessment. Since no project has
ever been turned down by as a result of an
EnvironmentalAssessment, we should not hold out
much hope that theUpper Pitt project would be.
Nonetheless, it is important that we express our
concerns through this process…andwe can use this
process to gain a little more information about the
project. Publicmeetings on the draft Terms of
Referencemight be held as early as this fall. If so,
the proponents would be required to host Open
Houses. Should this happen soon, wewill
endeavour to let ourmembers know.

3. Scott-Hoy Creek Integrated
Watershed Management Plan
In late September, on behalf of BMN, I attended a

meeting of this advisory committee which had not
met for almost a year. Unfortunately, themeeting
was poorly attended by stewardship groups (I was
the only such person there).We heard presentations
inwhichwe learned thewatershed had problems
such as erosion because of previous poor planning
and lack of space formore natural creek functions.
We alsowere presentedwith some preliminary
proposals to help deal with these deficiencies. The
City of Coquitlam plans to hold anOpenHouse in
late November to present some ideas to the public.
The solutions presented at themeeting represent a
fairly “engineered approach” to resolve some of
these problems. I hope that people will attend the
OpenHouse and provide their input.
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Education Conservation Report
By Elaine Golds



I have two items fromVictoria Otton this
month:

“I looked out my kitchen window one day in
mid-September to see a strange yellow bird
feeding on evening primrose seeds along with
several goldfinches. It was larger than the
goldfinches and had a bright yellow breast with
an olive-yellow head and back, and some
streaking on its flanks. I was able to get a blurry
photograph that a friend posted to a birders' email
discussion group (bcvanbirds) to try to get an I.D.
The photo caused quite an electronic
conversation, as birders offered their speculations
on whether or not it was a yellowhammer (a
bunting species from Europe), a Japanese Yellow
Bunting, an off-plumageWestern Tanager, or a
member of the canary family. Thoughts on how it
got to Port Moody varied from via ship (!) to it
being an escaped cage bird. I contacted the
Vancouver Island Cage Bird Society, and was told
that they would “lay money on a canary...judging
by the size in relation to the goldfinches.Another

possibility is a saffron finch.” In the end, it
seemed that the consensus was that the bird was a
‘wild type’ canary as would be seen on the
Canary Islands and from which the familiar
yellow canary has been bred. The lesson I learned

from this? Keep looking at all the birds that come
to your garden - you just never know what you're
going to see next!”

AndVictoria forwarded this as well:

“In late September, I was phoned by a resident
of the Mary Hill area who had just had a terrible
shock. She and her husband had been listening to
crows racketing around their house for some
time, when she says that the whole house was
shaken by a loud crash. It turned out that a Barred
Owl had smashed into their living room window.
The window survived, but not the owl, who was
dead by the time they found it on their front
walkway. It may have been panicked by the
crows, and in its confusion, had its fatal collision
with the window.”
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If this bright yellow bird appeared in your yard, would you

knowwhat it is? photo by Victoria Otton

Nature and Feeder Watch
By Rozanne Thomson

F
or the past 3 years, BMN's Young
Naturalist Club has been managed with
considerable time and much dedication on

the part of Margaret Flaherty. Margaret arranged
outings, solicited field trip leaders and contacted
all the families about each outing to encourage
their attendance. In addition, Margaret graciously
thanked all the leaders and encouraged the
children to submit field trip reports to the BMN
newsletter. I am sure most BMNmembers
enjoyed reading about some of their experiences.
Our first YNC BMN activity was a riparian walk
along the Hyde Creek trail as part of the Hyde
Creek Salmon Festival in 2004.
We are certainly indebted to Margaret for

taking this task on. However, Margaret now feels
the time has come for her to step down.
Unfortunately, no one, to date, has been found to

fill her shoes. We would really like to keep our
YNC going but we cannot do it without someone
volunteering to undertake all the tasks that
Margaret has been doing for us. If there is a BMN
member (or two - this could be shared) who
would like to help provide opportunities for
children to learn about nature, we would love to
hear from you! We currently have 28 children
enrolled although Margaret says that, typically,
only a few attend each field trip. You don't need
to be a “nature expert” yourself to organize field
trips but will, instead, ask active BMNmembers
and other knowledgeable people in the
community to lead a field trip to their favourite
place. If we cannot find someone to take
Margaret's place, we will encourage our YNC
members to join the Vancouver club for outings
(for further information see www.ync.ca).

Margaret wishes to thank Ruth Foster, Norma
Gillespie, Don Gillespie, Elaine Golds,Al Grass,
Mike Griffin, Mark Johnston, Rod MacVicar,
Hilary Maguire, Ian McArthur, Gay Mitchell,
David Mounteney and Liz Thunstrom who all
served as field trip leaders for at least one trip
over the past 3 years. In addition, Victoria
Butterfield, Carole Edwards, Elaine Golds, Bob
Hoogstins, Hanne Hoogstins, Noriko Nakaya,
Victoria Otton and Rosemary Thomas all
volunteered as assistant leaders. On behalf of all
BMNmembers, I express our deep appreciation
to Margaret for all that she has done over the past
three years to create some wonderful
opportunities for children to experience nature in
the Tri-cities area.

BMN Young Naturalists Club - Thanks Margaret!
by Elaine Golds

G
reySquirrels trying to leave the grey city
[Aberdeen] face a harrowing journey.
Conservation bodies havemoved to trap

and kill all grey squirrels that try to leaveAberdeen's
city boundaries in a bid to prevent the spread of the
parapox virus, which is fatal to the native red
squirrel. The proposals, whichwill be considered by

councillors next week, would see traps laid on the
city boundary. Caught squirrels would be 'humanely
destroyed', either by a blow on the head or by
shooting them. But an animal protection group
claimed yesterday that the planwas unnecessary and
'little more than ethnic cleansing.'

Please forward yournature related items tome
atRozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca, Phone/fax 604-
421-5292/5294 or seeme atmeetings.Any
feedback about this column, beefs, things you'd
like to see in it, would be great to receive.

Grey day for Squirrels who try to leave
(I found this item in an 2006 Scottish newspaper: I give it to you in its entirety, without comment: )



The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in
January 1989 and is a member club of BCNature
(formerly Federation of BCNaturalists) BMN is a
registered non-profit Society with charitable
income status.

Our objectives are:
• to promote the enjoyment of nature
• to foster an interest in, and an
appreciation of,our environment

• to actively pursue the conservation and
preservation of the natural world

• to promote the accessibility and maintenance
of natural areas, particularly local areas.

President:
Ian McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net

Vice President:
Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca

Past President:
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Phone & Fax)
egolds@sfu.ca

Treasurer &Membership:

Carole Edwards (604.461.3864)
caroleedwards@shaw.ca

Recording Secretary:
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511)
barb23@gmail.com

Members-at-Large:
Anne Holt (604.936.4108)
Mark Johnston (604.552.0727)
Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292)

CandiceArcher (604.945.6853)

F.B.C.N. Directors:
Jude Grass (604.219.2043), Mike Griffin (alt.)

Newsletter Editor:
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805)

BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com

Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer (604.552.0841)

Education/Conservation Committee:
Chair: Elaine Golds
Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin,
Ian McArthur, Niall Williams, Carole Edwards

Nature and FeederWatch:
Rozanne Thomson
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca
Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294

Young Naturalists Club:
Margaret Flaherty (604.420.4701)

BMN Publications:
> Monthly Newsletter, except July

> Natural History Brochures
• Miller Park Ravine • DeBoville Slough
• Riverview Lands • Coquitlam River Corridor

> Bird Brochures:
• Colony Farm • Como Lake • DeBoville
Slough • Minnekhada Reg. Park andArea

> Plant Brochures:
• Colony Farm • DeBoville Slough

> Trail Maps:
• Burke Mountain Map &Widgeon Valley

> Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park
System, by Christine Hanrahan et al, 1994,
121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library

> Our BackyardWilderness,
A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock,
1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
Coquitlam Poirier Library

> The Riverview Hospital Site - Respecting Its
Past, Realizing Its Future”, by Elaine Golds,
Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages
available on our website

Visit our website: www.bmn.bc.ca
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The DEADLINE for the November BMN Newsletter is Nov.3, 2007.

We are very pleased to welcome the following new members to the club
over the past couple of months.

Belcarra 
Andrea Ledingham

Port Coquitlam
Ross and Michele Selby & family

Heather Scott

Port Moody
Ben Fairless & Teresa Harwood-Lynn

Please extend your own personal welcome when
you see them at our next meeting, walk or hike!

Carole Edwards, Membership

Welcome to our 
new members! 

Thank You from RHCS
On behalf of the Riverview Horticultural

Centre Society I would like to thank the hard-
working members of the Treefest Planning
Committee who start in March to put Treefest
together. BMN committee members this year
were Mary Brown, Carole Edwards, Rozanne
Thomson and Donna Crosby. Carole took on the
additional task this year of being Committee
Secretary and Mary again worked her magic

with the tree tours and grants while Rozanne
multi-tasked wherever she was needed.

Thank you to all BMN members who
volunteered at Treefest this year, particularly the
“Blackberry Tea” crew and of course Don and
Norma Gillespie for all they do. Thanks again
for all your help.

Donna Crosby, President, RHCS

This newsletter is printed on Genesis paper, 100% post consumer, deinked& 100%Eco Certified.

✃ ✃

Please include all first names
and indicate which are children

Membership Form
Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

❑ Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

❑ Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year).

❑ Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive eleven monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities,
local issues and events. Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

Name(s):_______________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________Postal Code:_________________________

Telephone:__________________________________E-mail:_____________________________
Send your completed membership form to:
BurkeMountain Naturalists, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BCV3B 7J4


