BURKE MOUNTAIN

Suggestion for a rainy day:

Climb Burke Mountain ...

n Saturday October 20, the BMN Hikers
Ore-climbed Burke as far as Ted Kay

Lake/Dennett Lake Connector. We put
together this trip, which was not part of our
original schedule of hikes, at the last moment, in
order to accommodate author Jack Bryceland,
who is planning to include Burke Ridge/Summit
in 103 Hikes' 6th ed. (It does not appear in the
Sthed.) Altogether there were seven of us - plus
Glen's dog Mandy.

Whereas we had made our first trip to the
ridge top on a beautifully clear late summer day,
we weren't so fortunate on our second climb. In
fact, the contrast in weather couldn't have been
greater. In a word, it was wet! We had to
contend with lots of water falling from the sky:
everything from fine rain to heavier rain to wet
snow - not to mention the water dripping down
from tree boughs. We also had to deal with
considerable water on the ground. We began on
logging roads that had become running streams;
whenever we hiked level sections we faced
puddles the size of small ponds; and then as we
reached higher elevations we got into wet snow

Glen and Jack crossing the outlet of Hourglass Lake on Burke Mountain.
photo by lan McArthur

that made for very slippery and even treacherous
footing. We kept thinking, “Once we leave the
logging roads . . .,” “Once we get beyond the
clearcuts . . .,” “Once we get into the old growth
... our route will be drier” - but, as it turned out,
it never was.

And then there were the creek crossings!
When we came to Pritchett, we found it a raging
torrent, impossible to cross. But we noticed just
downstream - a short bushwhack from the trail -
a log bridging the creek, and made our way
down to it. The log was slippery as ice, but, by
sitting on it and straddling it with our legs, we
were able to scoot across. Later, we stood on the
bank of a voluminous Coho Creek. The usual
crossing at the waterfall was out of the question.
Our “high-water” crossing, also, was less than
inspiring, but we found that by launching
ourselves from a large rock we could get most of
the way across and land in six to eight inches of
water near the opposite bank. After these
crossings, our crossing of Hourglass Lake's
outlet - though it, too, had little margin for error
- seemed downright easy!

As we continued to
ascend, we found
ourselves in deepening
4] snow, making our climb
d up to Ted Kay Lake and
then the ridge top a
challenge, both in terms
of route-finding and
footing. Although we had
intended to go on to the
summit, we decided that
just reaching the ridgeline
would be destination
enough. When we
reached the Dennett Lake
Connector, we were
standing in foot-deep
snow, the trees heavily
flocked, with a few fat,
wet flakes falling.

ATURALISTS

Having achieved the ridge top, we dropped
our packs and took a few minutes to adjust
clothing and gulp a few bites of food. But no
one seemed interested in lingering, and before
long our party began to move out. I was the last
to pack up and go. Just before I left, a sizeable
flock of small birds alighted way up at the tops
of the evergreen trees, but I could not identify
the species. I waited a little longer to see if they
would take to flight, but, unlike us, they seemed
happy stay awhile.

We headed back by the way we had come as
far as the connecting road that runs between the
Coquitlam Lake View Trail and the main road.
When we reached this point, we turned left
toward the main road, judging that it would
provide drier footing. But to reach it, we had to
cross Pritchett Creek again, although
considerably upstream from our earlier crossing.
Again, it was impossible to cross it on the trail,
but just to the right a couple of remnant logs -
slightly separated and very slippery - provided a
bridge immediately above where the swollen
creek plunged in a cataract, before continuing to
churn and race along downbhill. I found this
crossing - again made by scooting across - the
most thrilling of all, as one couldn't help but
look down between the logs at all that white
water falling away below! As I neared the other
side, I noticed Glen, who had crossed ahead of
me, and lan, who had yet to cross, both racing
downstream along opposite banks. Then I saw
what they were after: there was Mandy standing
frozen midstream, some distance down the
creek. Apparently, Mandy had tried to wade
across at the trail, been overwhelmed by the
force of the flow, and been carried downstream!

After all of us were safely across - Mandy
seeming none the worse for her unexpected
“swim” - we continued out to the main road.
Glad to be at last on the homeward stretch, we
picked up the pace as we hiked down the road
and back to our cars.

In retrospect, while I think all of us would say
we were glad to have been out, we would also
admit that it was quite okay to have cut the hike
a bit short! Now, let's see, what else might we
have done on such a rainy day?



Action Letters -

It's Time to Say Thanks .......c..

members to put pen to paper and write,

Throughout the year, I encourage BMN
usually to elected officials, to ask them to

take action on some critical environmental issue.

As this year draws to a close and gives us pause
for reflection, it seems to be an appropriate time
to express our heartfelt thanks with some of
these people with whom we have shared
common goals. Rather than writing a letter, why
not send a card with a short note of your
appreciation for their efforts? Please keep in
mind that, as a group, we always try our best to
be impartial and focus on supporting issues
rather than people or political parties.

1. Protection of Riverview

Hospital:

This fall, two of our local MLAS circulated a
petition asking the provincial government to
protect the Riverview Hospital lands and abide
by recommendations in the City of Coquitlam's
Task Force report (on which Don Gillespie
represented BMN) for its future use. Please
consider letting Diane Thorne, MLA for
Coquitlam-Maillardville and Mike Farnworth,
MLA for Port Coquitlam know how much you
appreciate their efforts. You can reach Diane at
diane.thorne.mla@]leg.bc.ca or #102-1108
Austin Ave., Coquitlam, BC, V3K 3P5 or phone
604-933-2001. You can reach Mike at
mike.farnworth.mla@leg.bc.ca or 107A-2748
Lougheed Highway, Port Coquitlam, BC V3B
6P2 or phone 604-927-2088.

Last summer, Coquitlam Council voted
unanimously to oppose the plans of Minister
Coleman to build 7000 or more private housing
units on the Riverview Hospital lands. You can
mail them by writing to Mayor Maxine Wilson
and Members of Council, 3000 Guildford Way,
Coquitlam BC, V3B 7N2. Councillor Mae Reid,
the Chair of the Riverview Task Force has been
an especially strong advocate for protecting the
Riverview Hospital lands. I think she deserves a
special note of thanks.

2. Protection of the Boundaries
of Pinecone Burke Provincial
Park and Call for a Moratorium
on the Development of New
Hydro-electric Projects:

In September, a resolution submitted from
Diane Thorne' office was passed by the NDP
Council. This resolution notes the value that
intact wilderness provides in Pinecone Burke
Park for grizzly bear and other species at risk
and states the NDP does not support the
deletion of any part of Pinecone Burke
Provincial Park for a transmission line corridor

to service Run of River, Inc.'s proposed hydro
project in the Upper Pitt.

In November at the NDP Provincial
Convention, a broader resolution was passed
which (a) asks for a restoration of BC Hydro's
original mandate to be a public utility that can
develop sustainable public power initiatives,
(b) demands phasing out of subsidies to large
industry which counter electricity conservation
initiatives and (c) calls for a moratorium on
granting water licenses to develop private
power companies until a study of the
economic, environmental and community
impacts could be completed. Such a study
would be a critical first step to take to ensure
that run-of-river power projects would not be
developed in sites that would harm the
environment. Certainly, BC Hydro should not
be prohibited from developing new sources of
electricity as they currently are in the
provincial government's Energy Plan. Please
consider writing to Diane Thorne, MLA to
thank her for the resolution on Pinecone Burke
as well as the broader resolution on private
power companies passed by the NDP. See her
address above

3. Protection of the Agricultural
Land Reserve (ALR):

The ALR is under threat especially in the
lower Fraser Valley where port/highway
expansion and urban sprawl continue to pose
grave threats. Keep in mind that ALR lands in
Delta form part of the most significant bird area
in Canada as part of the stopover for migrating
birds on the great Pacific flyway. Remember the
fight to keep Barnston Island in the ALR last
year? Last spring, we joined others in Maple
Ridge to protest the removal of a portion of an
organic blueberry farm to construct a new road.
This fall, critical lands in Delta were taken out
of the ALR and given to the Tsawasssen First
Nation to develop as they see fit. (They appear
to agree with the provincial government that
these lands should become part of a greatly
expanded port facility and a component of the
Gateway Project.) This was a hugely
controversial issue which many members of the
public opposed but both the Liberal and NDP
parties supported. However, Michael Sather, the
NDP MLA for Pitt Meadows-Maple Ridge
disagreed. He was the lone NDP member in the
Legislature who voted against this deal and was

thrown out of the NDP caucus as a consequence.

Michael continues his fight to protect the ALR
and also remains a keen supporter of our battle
to stop the damaging hydro project in the Upper
Pitt. Please consider thanking Michael for his
many actions to protect the environment. You
can reach him at michael.sather.mla@leg.bc.ca
or 105-22561 Dewdney Trunk Road, Maple
Ridge, BC, V2X 3K1 or phone 604-476-9823.

Christmas Bird
Count 2007

ANOTHER
CALL for
Volunteers!

Count Day is Sunday
December 30. MORE
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED, as
to date only 18 have come
forward to cover our entire
area. For more information
or to volunteer, please
contact either Larry at

604 465-1402, or Mike at
604 942-5326 ASAP.
Birders of all skill levels
welcome! The more eyes,
the better!

Liz and Doug have once again agreed to
host the Post-count Potluck Celebration
starting at 6.30 pm - many thanks!!!
(604 939-9571.)

Bill Aroe has drawn up a bird
species list for use by Bird Feeder
enthusiasts and he has agreed to
coordinate that aspect of the Count
- many thanks!

Happy Birding and keep those feeders
well stocked!

Mike Griffin.

Nature Feeder Watch will
return next month. Please
forward your nature and
feeder sightings and thoughts
to Rozanne Thomson at
rozanne_thomson@shaw.caq,
phone/fax
604-421-5292/5294, or see
me at meetings.




Thursday, Dec. 13 at 5:30 pm:
BC Rivers Alliance Meeting at MEC office.
BMN members (Victoria, Carole, Elaine)
have been attending these meeting regarding
impacts and issues relating to the so-called
run-of-river hydro projects across the
province.

December 24:

Watch for the appearance of the red-capped
white-throated night flyer on its annual
southward migration. Should be easy to
spot based on its reported association

with reindeer and tendency to roost on
suburban roofs.

Sunday, December 30:

The annual Christmas Bird Count in the Tri-
cities area. If you wish to participate, please
contact Mike Griffin (604 942-5326).
Volunteers are needed! Potluck supper for all
participants will be hosted by Liz Thunstrom
and Doug Charles (604 939-9571)

Announcements:

Tuesday, January 1:

BMN Education-Conservation Meeting

will be cancelled. Dedicated though we are
to our issues and projects, sometimes, family
comes first.

Tuesday, January 8
at 7:30 pm:

BMN Monthly Meeting at Como Lake
United Church. Guest presenter will be bird
photographer and Port Coquitlam resident,
Damon Calderwood who will show his
stunning photography of birds from western
North America. His beautiful book, “Flights
of Fantasy”, prints and cards will be
available for sale. We have our fingers
crossed that the winter weather that evening
will make for good travelling so that all
BMN members will be able to attend this
wonderful presentation.

Tuesday, Jan. 22 at 7:15 pm:
BMN Executive Meeting. Tentatively at
Victoria's.

Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 7:15 pm:
BMN Education-Conservation Meeting at
Elaine's.

Tuesday, Feb. 12 at 7:30 pm:
BMN Monthly Meeting at Como Lake
United Church, corner of King Albert Ave.
and Marmont Street in Coquitlam. Guest
speaker will be SFU Professor and BMN
member, John Reynolds, on fish species at
risk and why it is so difficult to protect them.

Tuesday, March 11 at 7:30 pm:
BMN Monthly Meeting at Como Lake
United Church, corner of King Albert Ave
and Marmont St in Coquitlam. Guest speaker
will be Professor Bill Rees from UBC who
will describe his concept of “Ecological
Footprints” and why we need to reduce ours.
Rees has a message we all need to hear,
understand and implement in our lives.

Remember to check our website for new
and updated announcements.

February 15-18, 2008

Great Backyard

In February, volunteers
throughout the U.S. and Canada
are invited to “Count for Fun,
Count for the Future!”

ew York, NY & Ithaca, NY, 23 October
N2007—Millions of novice and

accomplished bird watchers can make
their fascination with nature add up for science
and for the future during the 11th annual Great
Backyard Bird Count, led by Audubon and the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology. During
“Presidents' Day” weekend, February 15-18,
2008, anyone can count birds from wherever
they are and enter their tallies online at
www.birdcount.org. These reports create an
exciting real-time picture of where the birds are
across the continent and contribute valuable
information for science and conservation.

“These volunteers are counting not only for

fun but for the future,” said Tom Bancroft,
Chief Science Officer for Audubon. “It's fun to
see how many different kinds of birds can be
seen and counted right in your backyard or
neighborhood park. Each tally helps us learn
more about how our North American birds are
doing, and what that says about the health and

Bird Count

the future of our environment.”

People of all ages and experience levels are
invited to take part wherever they are-at home,
in schoolyards, at local parks or wildlife
refuges, even counting birds on a balcony.
Observers count the highest number of each
species they see during at least 15 minutes on
one or more of the count days. Then they enter
their tallies on the Great Backyard Bird Count
web site www.birdcount.org.

The web site provides helpful hints for
identifying birds. Participants can compare
results from their town or region with others, as
checklists pour in from throughout the U.S. and
Canada. They can also view bird photos taken
by participants during the count and send in
their own digital images for the online photo
gallery and contest.

In 2007, Great Backyard Bird Count
participants made history, breaking records for
the number of birds reported, and the number
of checklists. Participants sent in 81,203
checklists tallying 11,082,387 birds of 613
species.

“Literally, there has never been a more
detailed snapshot of a continental bird-
distribution profile in history,” said John
Fitzpatrick, Director of the Cornell Lab of

Ornithology. “Imagine scientists 250 years
from now being able to compare these data
with their own!”

Already, the count results show how the
numbers of some birds species have changed in
recent years, such as a decline in Northern
Pintails and an increase in Hooded Mergansers,
consistent with trends from the Christmas Bird
Count and Breeding Bird Survey.

“People who take part in the Great Backyard
Bird Count see the results of their efforts in the
news and in bird conservation work taking
place across the country, said Audubon
Education VP, Judy Braus. “Whether the
counts occur at home, at schools or nature
centers, they're more than engaging and
educational science activities for young people
and adults, they're a way to contribute to the
conservation of birds and habitat nationwide.”

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology is a
nonprofit membership institution interpreting
and conserving the earth's biological diversity
through research, education, and citizen
science focused on birds.

Audubon is dedicated to protecting birds and
other wildlife and the habitat that supports
them. Our national network of community-
based nature centers and chapters, scientific
and educational programs, and advocacy on
behalf of areas sustaining important bird
populations, engage millions of people of all
ages and backgrounds in conservation.
www.audubon.org
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Looking Back:

Excerpts from past December

Newsletters ...

Dec. 1989 18 years ago

Dec. - 1997 - 10 years ago

"Field Trip: Reifel Bird
Sanctuary”
by April Mol

He was almost down on his hands and knees as
we approached. "What is in there?" I asked. "A
Saw- whet", the young man answered. We
looked and looked but could not find the bird
amongst the bare bramble branches. We asked
the fellow to show us. There he (or she) was,
sitting no more than four or five feet in front of
our beaming faces, a Northern Saw - whet Owl,
roosting in the brambles. This was the highlight
for seven naturalists on the Nov. 18th. field trip
to Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary in Ladner.

Dec.1993 -

"Coquitlam River Flow
Agreement Signed"
by April Mol

14 years ago

A cooperative agreement signed on Nov. 27 by
B.C. Hydro, the federal Dept. of Fisheries and
Oceans, and the B.C. Ministry of Environment,
Lands and Parks, will benefit salmon and trout
in the Coquitlam River......

Through funding from B.C. Hydro, the DFO,
and the Port Coquitlam and District Hunting and
Fishing Club two side channels with adjoining
rearing ponds off the Coquitlam River have been
constructed to provide coho salmon and trout
with outlets for spawning and rearing. One side
channel and pond have been built immediately
below the Coquitlam Dam while the other is
located three kilometers downstream near the
confluence of Or Creek. More habitat restoration
work on the Coquitlam River is planned for
1994-95.

“A Man | Know has a Mountain"
by Ken Barker

It was a typical west coast morning in
Sept....Before 3 o'clock all of our party had
stepped on the summit of Gillespie Mountain.
The panoramic view of mountains and valleys
was rejuvenating. A few photos were taken of
Mr. Don Gillespie on the summit of a mountain
that now carries his name, a fitting honour to a
man who has given so much of himself to open
paths of learning for all - to better appreciate,
understand and respect our natural world.

As the day melted away there became an
urgency to return to November Lake to set up
camp for the night. The opposing forces on the
way down held many delightful surprises!
Lupines kissed by late afternoon sunlight on a
craggy slope, a mountain pool nestled between
giant yellow cedars on a narrow terrace and
greens unseen in mosses flourishing in their
sheltered niche of rock for moisture.

Dec. 1999 - 8 years ago

Ed-Con Report

“North Shore Wetlands and
Forest Protected”
by Elaine Golds

How delightful it was to see those votes coming
in during the municipal election - three to one in
favour of protecting the Port Moody
wetlands.....The City of Port Moody will be
working on a management plan for the area over
the next year or so, with lots of BMN input, you
may be sure!

Dec. 2000 - 7 years ago
Ed-Con Report
by Elaine Golds

"Port Moody Wetlands and Proposed School
Site" (the sequel to above)

Just when we thought the north shore wetlands
in Port Moody were safely protected within Bert
Flinn Park, the tables turned. In order to get the
full support of Council the 1999 referendum was
worded to allow "if required, school sites to be
located within dedicated park boundaries". Thus,
while most Port Moody residents likely didn't
want school site(s!) within the Park, we had no
choice but to vote for this alternative if we
wanted the park to be dedicated.

Once the referendum was passed, the school
district and city apparently went about deciding
on the location of a school site which, I recently
learned, has a playing field quite close to the
small wetland.

On behalf of BMN, I have sent a flurry of letters
to Port Moody Council, the School Board and

local papers. As of newsletter deadline, the City
has now promised to examine other school sites.

Dec. 2002 - 5 years ago
“Nature and Feeder Watch”

“Hawk Pellets”
by Victoria Otton

I recently attended an environmental toxicology
conference in Salt Lake City.....The organizers
had invited representatives from Hawk Watch
International....I was fascinated to discover that
while the pellets regurgitated by owls usually
contain the complete skeleton of their prey, the
pellets of hawks, falcons and eagles contain only
fur or feathers. This is because unlike owls,
these raptors are relatively fussy eaters who tear
apart their prey, and because of their extremely
efficient digestive system, which is capable of
dissolving bones completely. I hadn't known
previously that hawks, etc. regurgitated the
indigestible bits of their diet, but from now on, I
will looking under roost sights for these very
peculiar pellets.

Mr. Don Gillespie on the summit of the mountain
that now carries his name. photo by lan McArthur

BMN hikers celebrating the designation of
Gillespie Mountain at its summit. photo by lan McArthur




Why Transmission Lines Don't Belong in Parks ..........

major focus for BMN in 2008 as we enter

our 19th year as a society dedicated to
knowing nature and working to protect natural
spaces. Whenever we meet with elected
officials to discuss our concerns about
Pinecone Burke Park, this is often the first
question they ask - so, what is wrong with a
transmission line through a park? If we are to
be effective advocates in protecting the
boundaries of Pinecone Burke Park, we all
need to know the answers to this one! This is a
question with huge ramifications. If boundaries
are “adjusted” in Pinecone Burke, a Class A
provincial park, this well set a precedent for
provincial park boundaries all across the
province. So, let's stop the idea that park
boundaries can be moved to accommodate the
interests of private corporations right here, on
our backyard doorstep.

First, we have a Parks Act in BC which
prohibits commercial logging, mining and
hydroelectric development in Class A parks -
clearly, this includes hydroelectric transmission
lines. Transmission lines are unsightly and
obviously, prevent one from being able to have a
true wilderness experience. But, prohibiting
transmission lines is far more than simply a
matter of aesthetics. Transmission lines and their
associated construction also pose threats to
wilderness-dependent species. These are the
large mammals that move out when humans
move in. They include species such as grizzly
bear, wolverine, wolves and even mountain
goats. All these species are known to use the
more remote areas of Pinecone Burke Park
which is exactly where the transmission line is
proposed to be built. Wilderness within a
protected park should remain as a sanctuary for
wilderness-dependent species. A few weeks of
construction activity is sufficient to scare away
wilderness-dependent species. Even
approaching mountain goats too close with a

Ihave a hunch this issue to going to be a

helicopter can cause their death. The north end
of Pinecone Burke Park abuts on to Garibaldi
Park. The north end of Golden Ears lies a few
kilometres away on the east side of the Pitt
River Valley. There are no roads here and this is
beautiful, intact wilderness. Species such as
mountain goats move from areas they use in
Garibaldi Park south along Pinecone Burke Park
to the western ridges above Pitt Lake. However,
building a transmission line right across this
migration path could put a stop to such
movements and prevent them from using all
their habitat in the southern end of Pinecone
Burke. In effect, the transmission line would be
like a chasm preventing their north/south
movements.

Frankly, I have much less of an issue with
transmission lines through Parks when they are
built along highway corridors or through areas
close to communities and heavily used by
people. For example, the southern portion of
Pinecone Burke has a transmission line going
through it - this transmission line, of course, was
built before the Park existed and is owned by a
crown corporation, not a private one (important
distinctions). Moreover, this transmission line is
immediately adjacent to Coquitlam in an area
heavily used by people. Wolves and grizzly bear
would never be found in these southern areas of
Pinecone Burke so the transmission line has far
less impact here.

The worst thing about transmission lines are
the continued impact they have long after
construction...they become roads whether this is
intended or not. We suspect the proponents of
the Upper Pitt hydro project intend to build a
road under the transmission line because there is
presently no road into the Upper Pitt Valley and
they need some way to bring in materials and
people. The corridor they propose is a relatively
low pass into the Squamish area along the Steve
Creek corridor on the Pitt side to Crawford

Creek on the Mamquam valley side (where they
presently hold another water licence for a run-
of-river facility). Wildlife like to use such passes
as well. Like a loaded gun, a logging road in
Crawford Creek presently exists within only a
few meters of Pinecone Burke Park boundaries.

Transmission lines function like a beacon to
people who use ATVs in summer or
snowmobiles in winter. They provide signposts
which can be easily followed...even by hikers in
the backcountry. As an example, look at the
transmission lines in the southern portion of
Pinecone Burke Park - they are now full of
informal biking and hiking trials created by
people who are simply following the
transmission line. Furthermore, transmission
lines require ongoing maintenance and that
requires access, i.e., roads. It's clear;
transmission lines are bad news for wilderness.
That's a large reason why they are prohibited in
Class A Provincial Parks.

In 2004, this provincial government quietly
did an about-face on park protection and passed
(we think through Cabinet only) a Provincial
Park Boundary Adjustment Policy. This
happened with no public consultation
whatsoever. The public only learned of this
policy last year. BMN has filed a freedom of
information request to find out more. We do
have a copy of this policy which states boundary
modifications are normally approved only where
there are significant environmental, social or
economic benefits to the Province that exceed
the importance of preserving the integrity of the
existing park boundary and values. One might
think that serving the needs of one private
corporation would be insufficient to warrant
such a change. But, with this government, I
doubt such language would stop them. Make no
mistake - the boundaries of Pinecone Burke are
under threat. And, if we don't stand up to protect
this park, who will?

Anyone who has visited Buntzen Lake
recently will know that the water level
there is very high. This note from the
BC Hydro site:

Due to repair work at the powerhouse,
Buntzen Lake is currently experiencing
extremely high water levels. Please be
advised that during this time, the boat
launch, the floating bridge, and sections
of the trails surrounding the lake may
be inaccessible as a result of flooding.
Conditions are highly variable and are
subject to change on an ongoing basis
without notification.

Please use caution.

High water at Buntzen Lake in November
submerges the fishing pier at the picnic area.
Photo by Jim Delgrande
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Education-Conservation Committee Report

By Elaine Golds

ovember proved to be another busy
Nmonth with a number of events to attend

and “fly the BMN banner”. As always,
the Hyde Creek Salmon Festival was great fun
with hundreds of people in attendance. We
enjoyed being inside, warm and dry, with our
displays and having an opportunity to explain
why we are so concerned about the Upper Pitt
hydro project, get signatures on the Riverview
petition and help children with the wildlife
puzzles. Thanks to Don, Carole, Victoria,
Noriko and Norma who joined me at the BMN
tables. In addition, several of our members were
present representing other groups with whom
they are also active. They included Mike Griffin
with the Minnekhada Park Association, Myrna
and David Mounteney with Friends of
DeBoville Slough, and Ian McArthur with his
ever-popular display for River Watch which
features running water and the opportunity to
create floods for fun. It was great to see all these
BMN volunteers helping to make the Salmon
Festival such a success.

On November 17, Don and I decided to add a
few more greenhouse gases to the atmosphere in
order to attend the Fraser Valley Eagle Festival
this year in Deroche. We felt that folks out in the
Fraser Valley needed an opportunity to learn
about the Upper Pitt issue. Some BMN
members may not be aware that this Fraser
Valley Festival grew out of an annual and very
popular BMN field trip to view eagles at
Harrison in the early 1990s. When April Mol
stepped down as our President, she continued
for awhile to organize these eagle trips for the
public. They subsequently evolved into the
annual November Eagle Festival. Members of
the public attending were appalled to learn of
the Upper Pitt hydro project and wanted to help
us stop the assault on wild salmon habitat and
boundaries of Pinecone Burke Provincial Park.

On behalf of BMN, Don and I also attended a
dinner and evening in Maple Ridge to support
better protection for BC's Agricultural Land
Reserve (ALR). This event was organized
through ML A Michael Sather's office. I was
delighted to hear Harold Steve's presentation -
he is considered by many to be the father of the
ALR. Harold's story of how he has been
campaigning since the 1970s to protect
agricultural lands in Delta and across the
province was truly inspiring.

Upper Pitt Valley Update

I recently chaired another meeting in Pitt
Meadows with the group of stakeholders
concerned about the Upper Pitt. Attendees
included representatives from the Alouette Field
Naturalists, Alouette River Management
Society, Western Canada Wilderness
Committee, Michael Sather (local MLA), BC
Federation of Fly Fishers, Save our Rivers,
COPE-398 and Pitt River Lodge. To date, the
Environmental Assessment remains in its pre-
application stage. Our understanding for this

(good) delay is that DFO is asking for
modifications to be made to the proposal
because 5 of the 8 streams to be diverted would
suffer direct impacts on habitat used by ocean-
migrating salmon. If so, this is exactly what
DFO biologists should be doing to protect fish
habitat. The Western Canada Wilderness
Committee will be preparing one of their
educational newsletters on these “run-of-river”
projects in January. This newsletter will feature
the Upper Pitt and highlight some of our many
concerns.

More worrying is the continuing lack of
response from Minister Penner and BC Parks
regarding our concerns about the deletion of
land from Pinecone Burke Park because of the
proposed hydroelectric transmission line to
Squamish. Despite our filing Freedom of
Information requests in September, we have
received no information to date. These undue
delays make it seem as if the provincial
government is attempting to stonewall us. The
proposed transmission line through Pinecone
Burke Park (and, we suspect, a road corridor)
should be what is called a “show-stopper” for
the entire hydro project...i.e., an untenable
environmental impact that should prevent the
project from going ahead). Barry Penner, the
Minister for BC Parks is failing to stand up for
Parks by allowing this project to remain under
consideration. We have grave fears that a
boundary adjustment to Pinecone Burke Park
may be approved. Such a change to park
boundaries would require a vote in the
Provincial Legislature - but the Liberals hold a
clear majority so we have no hope of winning a
victory there.

In early December, I am scheduled to appear
as a delegation on behalf of BMN and the Upper
Pitt stakeholders to Maple Ridge Council and
the Fraser Valley Regional District. Even if I can
convince these local governments to oppose the
project, the provincial government has already
created legislation that allows them to overrule
local government (the infamous Bill 30 passed
as a consequence of the Squamish-Lillooet
District deciding to oppose the Ashlu “run-of-
river” hydro project).

In the November newsletter, I describe the
critical grizzly bear habitat (outside of Park
boundaries; such habitat is also present within
park boundaries) identified in the Upper Pitt
along the Steve Creek corridor (where the
proponents want to build their transmission line
to Squamish and a site of river diversion).
Grizzly bear habitat was also identified along
another creek on the east side of the Upper Pitt
River. However, I mistakenly identified this
creek as Shale - in fact, it is Blue Creek, the one
immediately to the north of Shale that is used by
grizzly bears. This identified grizzly bear habitat
spreads along the east side Pitt River in the
vicinity of the mouth of Blue Creek but does not
quite reach Shale Creek. Initially, this habitat
was identified as an area outside of protected
areas such as parks that require special

management (i.e., to be left undisturbed) when
forestry activities are undertaken. Obviously,
any other proposed industrial activity in the
Upper Pitt should respect provincial park
boundaries plus the boundaries of this identified
grizzly bear habitat.

Riverview Hospital Lands
Update

In early November, members of BMN and the
Riverview Horticultural Centre Society met with
local MLA Iain Black to discuss why we think
the Riverview lands merit a high degree of
protection as a heritage site and why Riverview
should continue to be a centre of care for mental
health. Unfortunately, I was ill at the time and
unable to attend. I understand that, while the
conversation was pleasant, we failed to convince
Tain of the validity of our points. We did present
him with a copy of our Riverview Report (also
availably on our website).

In late November, we were delighted when
MLA Diane Thorne, with support from MLA
Mike Farnworth, presented the Save Riverview
petitions with over 11,000 signatures in the
Provincial Legislature. We are proud to have
played a role in helping to gather signatures on
this important petition and are pleased with the
number of people who signed in a relatively
short time.

This year, Friends of Finnie's, i.e., the
volunteers working to maintain and restore
Finnie's Garden at Riverview have done a truly
superb job. Finnie's is looking better than ever!
Much thanks to the core group of Niall
Williams, Carole Edwards, Donna Gavin,
Norma and Don Gillespie for twice-weekly
work parties which help to keep Finnie's as a
sanctuary for patients, their families and
members of the public. Thanks also to Donna
and Ken Crosby, Mary and Ian Brown, Kiyoshi
and Minako Takahashi and Marion Elliott for
their help throughout the year.

Metro Vancouver (MV)
Sustainability Initiative

In November, several BMN members attended
a meeting in Port Coquitlam to learn about
Metro Vancouver's (i.e., formerly called GVRD)
most recent Sustainability Initiative (see also
Derek Wilson's article in this newsletter). Unlike
Derek, I don't have the impression that this
public consultation is mere “green-washing”.
Rather, I think MV is sincerely attempting to
plan future growth in a manner that will limit
environmental impacts, support more liveable
communities and provide good transportation
alternatives to cars. Unfortunately, MV seems to
have goals which conflict with the provincial
government's plans to build more highways,
take land out of the ALR, support urban sprawl
and expand the port facilities. In terms of power,




the provincial government trumps Metro
Vancouver. This clearly places some constraints
on MV plans to, e.g., protect green spaces and
provide public transit.

MYV is continuing with this public consultation
until January 15. The booklet they have
produced is easy to read, has great graphics and
contains a number of interesting statistics. They
predict the Tri-Cities area, with a population of
207,000 in 2006, will grow to hold 355,000
residents by 2031. You can view the booklet on
their website at
www.metrovancouver.org/growth/strategy-
review.htm or request a hard copy by phoning
604-432-6365. I will try to have copies available
at our January meeting. I think it's important to
participate in this consultation - having support
from local residents to, e.g., protect greenspaces
and provide public transit will help give MV a
stronger voice when dealing with the province.

Book Review - by Derek Wilson

Colony Farm Regional Park
Update

For many years, the Colony Farm Park
Association (CFPA) has been planning to restore
the only two remaining heritage buildings at
Colony Farm. Plans were to restore the former
bunkhouse as a community-gathering place with
meeting space, a kitchen, office space and an
entrance hall that will serve as a small
photographic museum of the site's history. The
Park Association is thrilled that BMN has
decided to raise funds for this restoration
through the Christmas Silent Auction this year.
The plan for the former farm manager's
residence was to restore it to serve as a
caretaker's cottage. CFPA, BMN members and
the Community Gardeners all feel that Colony
Farm needs people living on the Farm to act as
deterrence against the growing incidents of
vandalism.

Thus, CFPA members were quite dismayed
when we learned that Johnny Carline, the head
of Metro Vancouver recently expressed concerns
about the restoration plans for the farm manger's
residence and nixed our plans to restore it as a
caretaker's cottage. Some members of the CFPA
Board (Barb Sherman, Ginny Wilson, Norma
Gillespie and me) met with Johnny in November
to discuss these concerns. While we had a
cordial meeting, we didn't feel we made much
headway in convincing Johnny of desirability of
our proposed plans. This issue remains
unresolved. In the meantime, MV plans to
proceed with upgrades to the parking lot next
year. Frankly, we would all rather see MV funds
go towards restoration of the farm manager's
residence rather than parking lot improvement
so that we can get someone living on site as
soon as possible.

Hot Air: Meeting Canada's climate change challenge

Jeffrey Simpson, Mark Jaccard, Nic Rivers - Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 2007 - Can$29.99!/US$20.00 HC

Denial and delay followed by
more denial and delay

ost of the first 196 pages of this book
Mdescribe the obvious failures of

successive Canadian federal
governments to address the threat of climate
change by effective action. While Canada
committed to reduce its greenhouse gas
emissions to 6% below its 1990 level (596
Mtonnes) by 2008-2012, ineffective policies
have allowed emissions to grow to 747 Mtonnes
by 2005

The authors identify four broad ways to

reduce emissions: 1) changes in
agricultural and forest land use

Individuals and companies have to pay a real
price for using the atmosphere as a dump for
greenhouse gases.

Compulsory regulations for vehicle fuel
efficiency, household appliances, and building
energy efficiency are needed although “...
sound policy focuses on emissions rather than
energy use”.

The authors argue that it is too late for Canada
to achieve its Kyoto commitment; we should
acknowledge our failure and move on to more
effective action. Using an economic model,
Jaccard and Rivers show that an aggressive,
escalating carbon tax could reduce Canada's
emissions to the Kyoto target by 2025, and

achieve a 50% reduction below current levels by
2050 (see graph). “Norway [and other countries]
have implemented and maintained carbon taxes
without a substantial political backlash ...
Canada would be halfway to its Kyoto target
today had it followed Norway's policy of
[1991].”

Jaccard and Rivers offer the assurance that
“scary talk about economic catastrophe caused
by serious policies to combat climate change is
misplaced ... the gross domestic product [under
either carbon tax scenario] ... will be roughly
the same as if we continue business-as-usual.”

Whether carbon-capture and storage and fuel
switching can physically achieve the reductions
predicted by Jaccard and Rivers
may be in need of confirmation

practices, 2) energy efficiency

and conservation, 3) switching Canadian GHG Emissions — Aggressive Policy Scenario
fuels, and 4) carbon capture and
storage. 1,400
o
Geﬂmg out of the 1,200
Business-as-usual
mess emissions

Journalist and primary writer,
Jeffrey Simpson, hammers away

1,000

by other experts.

Finally, the authors note that
“... if Canada's population and
economic growth had grown at
sluggish European rates [from
1990 to 2005], Canada's GHG
emissions would have increased
by only 6 per cent.” This
suggests that the long-term, deep

Agriculture
waste, and
other

Carbon
capture
and storage

on the theme that past
government programs of
voluntary guidelines, subsidies,
moral-suasion advertising, and
delay-by-research have failed
miserably. The alternatives
proposed by Jaccard and Rivers
are an escalating tax, in some
form, on all emissions of
carbon; and some form of
emissions cap with tradeable
credits for large final emitters.

800

600

Emissions
after policy
implementation

(megatonnes of CO: equivalent)

Fuel
switching

Efficiency
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emission reductions likely to be
required by a post-Kyoto
international agreement will
require caps on population and
economic growth - a sustainable
society.

In order to avoid worsening
impacts of climate change “Hot
Air” identifies substantial policies
and programs that simply need
political leadership.
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The Sustainable Region Initiative -
Is it sustainable?&tbmiﬂed by Derek Wilson, November 23, 2007

has been renamed Metro Vancouver. It is

the official body responsible for regional
planning in the Lower Mainland. An initiative by
Metro Vancouver is the preparation of a new
regional land use and transportation plan to
replace the 10-year old Livable Region Strategic
Plan. The new planning process is called the
Sustainable Region Initiative (SRI).

The SRI is a population growth
accommodation plan. The planners have
forecasted that, with business-as-usual, the
region's population will increase from the current
2.5 million to about 3.2 million by 2031. Hand-
in-hand with this growth public and private
infrastructure will have to expand to support the
burgeoning population.

The Greater Vancouver Regional District

The planners have identified five goals and
eleven strategies that they imply will allow the
region to grow in a sustainable way. The
planners have suggested a number of measures
of progress. However, without any targets or
goals it is hard to imagine how we will know we

are moving in the right direction and when we
have achieved “sustainability”. A definition of
sustainability is not offered, nor are any
principles of sustainability identified to help in
setting the goals.

A series of open houses were held throughout
the region in November and early December
seeking public input and feedback on the goals
and strategies. Is the SRI simply greenwashing?
You decide. Background information on the SRI
may be viewed and downloaded from the Metro
Vancouver web site at:
http://www.metrovancouver.org/growth/strategy-
review.htm As well, an on-line questionnaire is
available for you to provide your input. BMN
members are urged to learn about this
Sustainable Regional Initiative and to respond to
the questionnaire. A paper copy of the proposal
document “Choosing a Sustainable Future for
Metro Vancouver” and the questionnaire are
available by request by phoning Metro
Vancouver at 604-432-6365. The deadline for
feedback is January 15, 2008.

The DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is December 29th, 2007

Membership Form

Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

Q Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

a§

Please include all first names
and indicate which are children

1 Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year).

1 Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive eleven monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities,
local issues and events. Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

Name(s):

Address:

City: Postal Code:
Telephone: E-mail:

Send your completed membership form to:

Burke Mountain Naturalists, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4

This newsletter is printed on Genesis paper, 100% post consumer, deinked & 100% Eco Certified.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in
January 1989 and is a member club of BC Nature
(formerly Federation of BC Naturalists) BMN is a
registered non-profit Society with charitable
income status.

Our objectives are:

to promote the enjoyment of nature

to foster an interest in, and an

appreciation of,our environment

to actively pursue the conservation and
preservation of the natural world

to promote the accessibility and maintenance
of natural areas, particularly local areas.

President:
Ian McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net
Vice President:
Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca
Past President:
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Phone & Fax)
egolds@sfu.ca
Treasurer & Membership:
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864)
caroleedwards @shaw.ca
Recording Secretary:
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511)
barb23@gmail.com
Members-at-Large:
Anne Holt (604.936.4108)
Mark Johnston (604.552.0727)
Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292)
Candice Archer (604.945.6853)
F.B.C.N. Directors:
Jude Grass (604.219.2043), Mike Griffin (alt.)
Newsletter Editor:
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805)
BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com
Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer (604.552.0841)
Education/Conservation Committee:
Chair: Elaine Golds
Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin,
Ian McArthur, Niall Williams, Carole Edwards
Nature and Feeder Watch:
Rozanne Thomson
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca
Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294
Young Naturalists Club:
Margaret Flaherty (604.420.4701)

BMN Publications:
> Monthly Newsletter, except July

> Natural History Brochures
e Miller Park Ravine ¢ DeBoville Slough
 Riverview Lands ¢ Coquitlam River Corridor
> Bird Brochures:
e Colony Farm ¢ Como Lake ¢ DeBoville
Slough ¢ Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area
> Plant Brochures:
e Colony Farm e DeBoville Slough
> Trail Maps:
¢ Burke Mountain Map & Widgeon Valley
> Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park
System, by Christine Hanrahan et al, 1994,
121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
> Our Backyard Wilderness,
A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock,
1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
Coquitlam Poirier Library
> The Riverview Hospital Site - Respecting Its
Past, Realizing Its Future”, by Elaine Golds,
Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages
available on our website

Visit our website: www.bmn.bc.ca




