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Silent Auction a SUCCESS .cis oo

I 'am pleased to report that we have had
another successful Christmas silent auction.
The evening was filled with great fun and great
deals. The room buzzed all evening as
everyone tried to be the highest bidder on their
favorite items. Add to that some terrific treats,
scintillating conversation and a fabulous
review of club events by Ian, and the evening
was made very memorable.

Thanks to the very generous donations of
several members and businesses, we were able
to raise over $1600.00. I wish to thank the
following businesses, many of whom support
us year after year:

Wild Birds Unlimited

Backyard Bird Centre

Framing and Arts Centre

Westwood Plateau Golf and Country Club

Rodos Kouzina Restaraunt

Pasta Polo Restaraunt

Planet Organic

Bosley's Pet Food

Art Knapp Plantland and Florist

Inlet Seafoods

Marketplace IGA

The Village Toy Shop,

Euphoria Esthetic Studio

Exquisite Beauty Hair and Spa

Amsterdam Greenhouse & Garden Center

Please support these generous businesses
throughout the year.

Thank you to the many members who
donated beautiful original art, homemade
crafts, baked goods, jewellery, camera, prints,

books, birdhouse and other new and slightly
used items. We had a wonderful variety of
things filling all the tables, many of which
were made by our members; the talent in our
group is truly impressive.

Due to the help of our many members the
auction ran very smoothly. Norma Gillespie
organized all of the holly and greenery and
Don Gillespie organized the Western Canada
Wilderness Committee items. Liz Thunstrom
and Barbara Sherman organized the bake table.
Marian Elliott took care of the kitchen. Elaine
Golds, Victoria Otton and Rozanne Thomson
helped organize and arrange the auction items;
and of course Carole Edwards was keeping
track of the money.

Once again lan's slide show was superlative,
the executive committee's treats were
delectable and the bids were generous.

Thanks again everyone for your support.
Happy New Year!

Riverview Petition

A petition with over 11,000 signatures to protect the Riverview Lands and
abide by the City of Coquitlam's Riverview Task Force Report was tabled
in the provincial Legislature on November 26, 2007 by MLAs Diane Thorne
and Mike Farnworth. In the gallery to witness the presentation were Donna
and Ken Crosby, Carole Edwards and Mary Brown representing the Burke
Mountain Naturalists and Riverview Horticultural Society. Shown in photo
are (left to right) Norma Gillespie, Elaine Golds, MLA Diane Thorne,

Donna Crosby and Don Gillespie.

Photo by Linda Asgeirsson
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Revival of BMN's Young
Naturalists' Club - Thanks Noriko!

by Victoria Otton

Noriko Nakaya, the new coordinator of
BMN's Young Nats Club.  Photo by V. Otton

he call for a leader for BMN's
I Young Naturalists' Club (YNC) has
been answered! BMN member
Noriko Nakaya has graciously offered to

become the new club coordinator, taking
over from Margaret Flaherty who

founded BMN's YNC in 2004. Over the
last 3 years, Noriko has served as an
assistant leader on several field trips, and
has obviously enjoyed the experience.

Her new position involves organizing
monthly Explorer Days (family field
trips) for the 31 families that are
currently enrolled in BMN's YNC. The
first trip for 2008 that Noriko has
planned is one that I'd certainly like to go
on - a visit to Bug Lab Invertebrate
Museum in New Westminster (see
Announcements for details). A few years
ago, Jennifer Heron who runs this insect
z00 was a guest speaker at one of our
club meetings and gave us an excellent
slide presentation on some of BC's
threatened bug and insect species. At the
time, Jennifer served as an Invertebrate
Species-at-Risk Specialist with the BC
Ministry of Environment.

The BMN YNC is one of about two
dozen clubs throughout the province that
are coordinated by the Young Naturalists'
Club of British Columbia. Members
range in age from 5 to 14 and receive the
quarterly magazine of the YNC -
"NatureWILD". The annual membership
fee is only $15 for a family. For more
information, see the YNC of BC website:
http://www.ync.ca/

At the December BMN
meeting, the Assistant
Coordinator of the Young
Naturalists' Clubs of BC
Jane Shoemaker present-
ed BMN-YNC member
Natalie Kumpula with her
Silver Activity Pin and
certificate. Young
Naturalists work for cer-
tificates and pins that
recognize their accom-
plishments in nature study
or conservation. Natalie
is the first BMN-YNC to
achieve this level of

| recognition.

Photo by V. Otton

Donation to the Wildlife
Rescue Association

n December Rachel Rozanski presented
Ithe Wildlife Rescue Association with a

donation of $200, which she raised from
the sale of her hand painted owl cards.

In the spring of 2007 Rachel had the idea
of raising money to help the Association by
making and selling cards. Liz Thunstrom
arranged for Devon Mankey to give Rachel a
tour of the rescue facility. Rachel was
inspired and got busy painting. She spent the
next few months selling her cards at BMIN
meetings and various other gatherings. On
December 28th she presented Janice Dickie
and Tracy Riddell with her donation.

Rachel wishes to thank all those who
generously helped her in this cause.

Rachel Rozanski presenting her donation of
$3200.00 to Janice Dickie and Tracy Riddell
of the Wildlife Rescue Association.

Photo by Rudy Rozanski

A note from
Marjorie Griffin

A choreographed extravaganza of Pine
Siskins (200+) descended upon trees
and on our puddled driveway recently,
bathing with much enthusiasm. An
overflow flock gleaned on neighbours'
lawns.

Further South, while in California | wit-
nessed a Northern Mockingbird fierce-
ly defending its food supply by physi-
cally attacking a marauding squirrel.
Two Greater Roadrunners were a sur-
prise - strutting the grounds of a Spal!
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Sunday, January 13 from 9 am - 1 pm:
Monthly Coquitlam Farmers Winter Market
in the Centennial Room of the Poirier
Community Centre in Coquitlam. This is a
great opportunity to purchase locally- grown
produce, baked goods and crafts. Also on
February 10 and March 9.

Wednesday, January 16 at 7 pm:
Colony Farm Park Association meets at the
Metro Vancouver Central Area Avalon
Office.

Thursday, January 17 at 7 pm:

Friends of DeBoville Slough meet in Room 4
at the Pinetree Community Centre in
Coquitlam. New members always welcome.
We may have an opportunity to view the text
for the new kiosk that will soon be installed
at DeBoville Slough (supported in part with
funds from BMN).

Tuesday, January 22 at 7:15 pm:
BMN Executive Meeting at Victoria's.

Saturday, January 26 at 9 am:

Join Larry Cowan and Nature Vancouver
members for a half day birding trip to
DeBoville Slough and Minnekhada Park.
Meet at the intersection of Victoria and Cedar
Drives in NE Coquitlam. Contact Larry at
604-465-1402 or lawrencecowan@shaw.ca.

Saturday, Jan 26, 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm.
BMN YNC Explorer Day to 'The Bug Lab' in
New Westminster. BMN Young Naturalists
are going to become entomologists during
their visit to this special local zoo. YNC
members will wear lab coats and use
clipboards to study the invertebrates on
display (insects, scorpions, spiders,
millipedes, centipedes and other bugs). Bug
Lab staff will be available to answer
questions and describe how naturalists can
become involved with invertebrate
conservation in BC. The Bug Lab is located
at #28 - 6th Street, New Westminster (directly
behind Starbucks on the north side of
Columbia Street), 604-523-2847,
www.thebuglab.com. Group rate admission
is $5.75 (including GST) per person.

NOTE: To get this admission rate, we need a
minimum of § people and need to reserve
space one week prior to the Explorer Day
date. Please contact Noriko by Friday,
January 18th if you are attending:
bmnync@gmail.com, 604-675-9031 (home)
or 604-842-8808 (cell).

Announcements:

Saturday, February 2, 10amto 1 pm
Join legendary Al Grass for a winter nature
walk in world-famous Stanley Park. Meet at
the stone bridge at Lost Lagoon (west end)
where there is PAY parking at 10 am. The
#019 bus stops on the east side of the lagoon.
We'll walk around the lagoon looking
forinteresting waterfowl, then head down to
the beach in search of Harlequin Ducks.

For more info, please call Victoria at
604.937.5379.

Saturday, February 2:

World Wetlands Day and Water-Energy
Awareness Day. We expect to be
participating in event(s) sponsored by the
Council of Canadians, WCWC and others to
make people more aware of the value of our
wetlands and rivers. For example, sensitive
wetland habitat in the Upper Pitt River Valley
is proposed to be flooded to create reservoirs
for "run-of-river" hydro developments (see
article on Upper Pitt).

Tuesday, February 5 at 7:15 pm:

BMN Education-Conservation Committee
Meeting at Elaine's. We expect most of our
time will be consumed with the ongoing
Riverview and Upper Pitt issues but will try
to work in a few others as well. We always
welcome new members who want to
contribute to the work of this busy
committee!

Tuesday, February 12 at 7:30 pm:

BMN Monthly Meeting at Como Lake
United Church, corner of King Albert Ave.
and Marmont St. in Coquitlam. Guest
speaker will be SFU professor, John
Reynolds on Fish Species at Risk - and why
it is so hard to get effective protection for
them.

Saturday, February 16 ot 10 am:

BMN Nest Box Cleaning at Colony Farm
Regional Park. Join our intrepid team of
eager spring-cleaners as we repair and add
clean wood shavings to all the nest boxes at
Colony Farm. We always find a few
surprises in these boxes. ..come and see for
yourself!

Saturday, February 23 at 10 am:

It's true that spring cleaning never ends - so
we will continue with our nest box cleaning
at Minnekhada Regional Park. This could be
a great opportunity to see flying

squirrels. ..bring your camera! Meet in the
Quarry Road parking lot.

Tuesday, February 26 at 7:15 pm:
BMN Executive Meeting. Place to be
announced.

Saturday, March 1:

Nest box cleaning at Widgeon Reserve.
Sometimes the swallows arrive before we
do! This event provides a rare
opportunity to visit this beautiful Regional
Park Reserve that is not yet open to the
public. Meet at the Quarry Road parking
lot for Minnekhada to carpool from there.
Bring a snack or lunch as we must go
through the locked gate together - we
typically finish by 1-2 pm.

Tuesday, March 4 at 7:15 pm:
BMN Education-Conservation Committee
Meeting at Elaine's.

Friday, March 7 - Sunday March 9:
Sports Fishing Show at the Tradex Centre
in Abbotsford. We hope to be there with
our Upper Pitt display to alert fishermen
about the threats to wild salmon habitat.

Saturday, March 8:

Colony Farm Park Association hosts the
annual "Ideas Fair" for Regional Park
volunteers at Colony Farm Park,
Riverview and Riverside School. Watch
the next newsletter for more details.

Tuesday, March 11 at 7 pm:

BMN Monthly Meeting at Como Lake
United Church, corner of King Albert
Ave. and Marmont St. in Coquitlam.
Guest speaker will be UBC professor, Bill
Rees, who developed the "ecological
footprint" concept that helps people
understand the impacts they have on
planet earth. This is bound to be a
fascinating evening - come and learn what
you can do to lighten your own footprint
and live in a more sustainable manner.

Thursday, March 20 at 7 pm:
Friends of DeBoville Slough meeting at
Pinetree Community Centre.

Saturday, March 22:

World Water Day (given that World Water
Day falls between Good Friday and Easter
Sunday this year, public "water-related"
events are more likely to be planned
around February 2)
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Looking Back:

Excerpts

By Anne Holt

Jan. 1994 (14 years ago)

"What Now For Mundy Park?"
by Glen Stedham

In November, Vancouver voters turned down a
zoo development for Stanley Park. All around
the province, from Clayoquot to Coquitlam,
people are crying out for preservation of green
places. In Coquitlam, 80% of voters opted to
preserve Mundy Park as urban forest. But are
municipal bureaucrats getting the message?
Apparently not!

At a recent meeting with a Coquitlam Parks
official I was told that development plans for
Mundy Park are proceeding. The plans appear
not to have been affected by the referendum
results. Technically the developments take place
between and around the trees.

A multi-year development plan calls for
$4,239,000 in spending. Here is a partial list of
what that money is used to create: - 450 parking
stalls, - gateways, signs and kiosks, - a third
and fourth set of tennis courts for the area, - an
interpretive centre (classroom), - 2 floats for
Lost Lake and "naturalize" the creek; - a
skateboard bowl, - another walking trail, - 5.5
kilometres of bicycle paths (mostly asphalt), -
1.15 kilometres of wheelchair paths (all asphalt).

It appears we will be getting a fully developed
urban forest. .....

Jan.1998 (10 years ago)

"Wildlife Plants: Do We Really
Know What Birds Need ?"

by Al Grass

Incredibly, there are some native plants which
are also on the "hit list", i.e. listed as weeds; one
of these is red alder {Alnus rubra}. I was under
the impression that calling alder a weed was a
thing of the past. Recently I was appalled to
read that a “reliable' authority advocated the
wholesale removal of alder from certain areas of
excellent bird habitat. The concept was to
replace this 'weed' tree with more wildlife '
friendly' species. What could be more 'wildlife
friendly' than red alder? It is important to birds
year round, from the warblers and vireos that
feed on the caterpillars and sawfly larvae found
on the foliage, to siskins and chickadees that
feed on the abundant seeds. Birders know that
an alder forest in spring is a wonderful place to
be when the warbler waves are going through,
and the vireos sing high above.

Because red alder is a relatively short lived tree,
and because its wood gets quite 'punky’' [soft]
when decaying, it makes some of the best

from previous newsletters

wildlife trees, providing homes for chickadees,
woodpeckers, small owls, flying squirrels and
bats.

Jan. 1999 (9 years ago)

"Happy 10th Birthday BMN -The
beginning"

by Mike Griffin

On a late Nov. evening in 1988, 23 persons -
interested in nature - attended a very special
meeting in the Dogwood Pavilion, Coquitlam.
It was organized by the late Adeline Nichol -
Office Manager of the Federation of B. C.
Naturalists and assisted by Liz Clarke, Anne
Holt and April Mol, to discuss publicly the
formation of a natural history Club in the Tri-
Cities area.

Adeline felt the expanding human development
of the area warranted such an organization - both
as a recreational facility but increasingly more
as a non - governmental watchdog monitoring
concerns of nature.

A lively meeting ensued and a list of volunteers
collected. .....Following local public notices, on
Jan. 18th, 1989 at Hyde Creek Rec. Centre, Port
Coquitlam, April Mol welcomed attendees and
started the business of forming the new Natural
History Club.

First item: the name. After many permutations
of the names and letters of the Tri - Cities, it was
agreed to select a natural feature of the
landscape, visible from all three principal cities,
and the choice was Burke Mountain - so the
Burke Mountain Naturalist club [BMN] was
born. ..........

Jan. 2000 (8 years ago)

"BMN: 'Group of the Decade' "
by Elaine Golds

Hopefully, most of our members have seen Kate
Poole's article in the Tri- City news in which she
identified a number of outstanding individuals in
our community and BMN as the "group of the
decade". Obviously, that's quite an honour for
us! Iam also pleased that Kate understands
what BMN is all about. The fact that we work
together as a group to accomplish our goals is, I
believe, the key to our success. Anyway, a huge
pat on the back for everyone [some of you
deserve two or many more - you know who]!!

[Some pictures were included with this article
illustrating various BMN activities such as; -

Field Trips, Public Education, Working to
Protect the Environment, Helping Wildlife, and
Enjoying the Outdoors].

Also from Jan.2000

"Conservation Mini-Updates"
by Elaine Golds

"Part of Riverview Hospital Site Almost Sold"
We also learned, just before the holiday break,
that 78 acres at the west end of the Riverview
Hospital site was almost sold by BCBC. Thanks
to our MLA John Cashore and staff in his office,
this disaster was narrowly averted. BCBC has
wished to sell this land in the past as well. I
recall, as a member of the Colony Farm
Advisory Committee, that our rep from BCBC
had great difficulty understanding what could
possibly be wrong with selling a piece of land
which was nothing but scrub! BMN members,
of course, know very well the wildlife habitat
values of such land. We have taken the position
that all of the remaining Riverview Hospital site
should remain as Crown land for the use of the
mentally ill, as a wildlife sanctuary and as part
of our BC Heritage for all residents of the
province.

This near-disaster should serve as a loud wake-
up call for us. We must be planting the seeds of
our vision for Riverview in the minds of all
residents .......

Jan. 2002 (6 years ago)

"Minnekhada Christmas Bird
Count"

by David Mounteney

....... Across the dyke and up into the forest,
kinglets here but how to identify and count
them, as they are up in the tops of the firs and
cedars and won't sit still. As we try to figure
out how many kinglets we have, it is noticed
that the fog is lifting on the marsh. Back to
the other side of the dyke we go and are
rewarded with a great view of the birds on the
beaver lodges, Great Blue Heron, Mallards,
Green Winged Teal, Northern Shoveler,
Pintail and more. At our feet a Marsh Wren
keeps popping up out of the reeds as if to say
"Forget about those ducks - look at me". As |
watch through my binoculars, all of a sudden
a large grey raptor with white undersides flies
in and successfully catches one of the ducks.
This is high drama that one usually only sees
on shows such as Nature. After much
discussion (and looking at 7 different
identification books when I got home) we
decided it was a Northern Goshawk.




Burke Mountain Naturalists
Income Statement 09/01,/2006 1o 08/31/07

Burke Mountain Naturalists Finances

Treasurer, BMN

Submitted by Carole Edwards,

Burke Mountain Naturalists
Balance Sheet 09/01/2006 0 08/31/07

REVENUE

INCOME
General Revenue
Membership
Donations (Tax Receipt]
Donations (No Tax Receipt
Newsletter - sales
Refreshments
Bank Interest/Service
Share Interest on VanCity Account
WCWC Calendars/Cards
Silent Auction
Birdsong CDs
Bird Box Sales
FBCN GM Income

TOTAL INCOME

TOTAL REVENUE
EXPENSE

EXPENSE
General Expense
WCWC Calendars/Cards
Printing - Newsletter
Printing - Brochures
Postage - Newsletter
Annual Dues BC Nature (FBCN)|
Dues/Subscriptions - Colony Farm PA
Liability Insurance
Appeals/Donations - Wildlife Rescue
Rent - Church Hall
Rent - P.O. Box
LCD Projector (NB funds rec'd 05/00)
Bird Box Material
FBCN GM Expenses

TOTAL EXPENSE

TOTAL EXPENSE

NET INCOME

20.13
2,970.00
820.00
45.00
11.25
110.00
170.92
2.67
340.00
1,501.76
372.00
112.00
9,300.18
1577591

15,775.91

439.53
205.70
1,177.35
23.09
47789
1,296.00
15.00
216.00
1,000.00
675.00
113.30
2,264.89
159.12
927518
17,338.05

17,338.05

-1,562.14

ASSETS

BANK ACCOUNTS
VanCity Bank Account
VanCity Share Account
Term Deposit- 11/03/93
Term Deposit- 07/06/94

Term Deposit- 06/07/95
Term Deposit- 12/12/96
TOTAL BANK ACCOUNTS

TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES

CURRENT LIABILITES
D.G.M.F. - Booklet (Approp. Funds
Grants (Appropriated Funds)
Educational Fund (Approp. Funds)
Birdsong CD (Approp. Funds
Unappropriated Membership Funds
GST Paid on Purchases
GST Refund

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITES

TOTAL LIABILITIES

EQUITY

RETAINED EARNINGS
Current Earnings

CURRENT EARNINGS
TOTAL EQUITY
LIABILITES AND EQUITY

8,390.18

52.67
1,445.67
1,462.81

1,417.80
2,536.72
15305.85

15,305.85

5,886.53
6,631.86
29158
2,972.6]
1,451.36
(365.95)
-365.95
1686799

16,867.99

-1.562.14
15,305.85




Education Conservation Report

By Elaine Golds

ome of our members (not me, unfortunately)
Sattended the "Canadians for Kyoto" rally on

December 8 in downtown Vancouver. To our
delight, we learned that Peter Endisch, a new BMN
member was the MC and one of the key organizers
of the Vancouver event. So congratulations, Peter,
on ajob well done! Rallies took place in 37 cities in
Canada and in 84 countries around the world. All
told, these rallies left no doubt that the response (or
lack thereof) of the Canadian government to climate
change is considered totally inadequate by many
Canadians. You can lean more about the event at
http://www.deepershadeofgreen.com/2007-12-
19/d8-canadians-for-kyoto/#more-120.

The next day, December 9, a rally of several
hundred people was held to protest the removal of
parkland from Pacific Spirit Park. If you were
unable to attend, you can still sign the petition to
protest the removal of some dedicated park land as
part of negotiations between the province and the
Musqueam First Nation (see
http://www.PetitionOnline.com/pacific/petition.html
). The provincial government has decided to
remove two forested portions of Pacific Spirit Park
and give this land to the First Nations as part of a
land deal that also resulted in saving the golf course
for at least several more decades. The Metro
Vancouver (formerly GVRD) Board and a number
of environmental groups, including Nature BC,
vehemently objected to this deal which took place
outside of any land claims process. This settlement
establishes a very poor precedent for the removal of
dedicated park land and leaves little doubt that our
provincial government seems to place a greater
value on preserving putting greens rather than
forests.

At our last EdCon meeting, we decided on some
weekend dates for our annual nest box cleaning bees

(see Announcements). In addition to these
scheduled dates, we also have a few nest boxes to
clean at the Shoreline Park in Port Moody and along
Oliver Road on the way to Minnekhada Lodge.

Don Gillespie will schedule a couple of days during
the week for these cleanings. This should give us an
opportunity to choose a sunny day on short notice.
Hopefully, a number of our retired BMN members
will be able to help Don. If you want to join one or
both of these work parties, please give Don a call at
604-942-7378.

Riverview Hospital Update and
Implications of the Evergreen
Transit Line

Last summer, Minister Coleman announced he
would like to see seven thousand - or many more -
private housing units built on the Riverview site.
Fortunately, this suggestion met with strong
opposition from Coquitlam City Council and
thousands of local residents. Nonetheless, the
provincial government intends to undertake public
consultation on the future of the Riverview lands
starting some time this spring. We hope that BMN
members will choose to be active participants in
these important consultations! Meanwhile (and
despite the fact that we need more care facilities for
mental health patients, not less), Riverview Hospital
continues to be slowly emptied of its remaining
patients.

The future of Riverview could be very much
depend on local public transit initiatives. Although
the Evergreen light rail line (proposed to run from
Lougheed Skytrain station to Douglas College) has
been promised for many years, sufficient funding
from senior government has remained lacking.

Where to Purchase

by Elaine Golds

copy, please give me a call or email.

Liquid Gold (the book)

For the BMN November newsletter, I wrote a
review of John Calvert's new book, "Liquid
Gold, Energy Privatization in BC". In this
book, Calvert discusses a number of issues
and threats related to private power develop-
ment - especially for our rivers. It turns out
his book, published by Fernwood Press, is
rather difficult to find in local book stores
(actually, local book stores can be hard to find,
too). The SFU bookstore apparently had it in
stock but only for a short time. Thus, John
has kindly provided me with a few copies for
sale ($20). If you are interested a purchasing a

This "lack" is likely something as simple as the
provincial government not asking the federal
government with sufficient insistence. After all,
Prime Minister Harper has been going around for
some time announcing a number of funding
initiatives just in case we ever have a federal election
and we are wondering whom to vote for. One has to
think that if the provincial government had ever
seriously asked for money to construct for the
Evergreen Light Rail Line, they would have quickly
received it.

While the Evergreen Line is supposed to run
down Clark Road and through Port Moody, some
people in this community have been very vocal in
asking for a skytrain line to be built along the
Lougheed Highway to Douglas College instead of a
light rail line through Port Moody. What's
especially worrisome about this is that skytrain
along the Lougheed Highway would fit in very well
with Coleman's plan for thousands of housing units
on the Riverview site. Thus, we are worried a
decision on the Evergreen Transit Line, likely to be
announced in late January, could include a change in
the route and could pose a grave threat to Riverview.
The Evergreen Line should be built through Port
Moody as originally planned - after all, there are
many high-rise towers at the head of Burrard Inlet
already under construction on the assurance they
would be serviced with light rail transit. Should an
announcement come that transit will be built along
the Lougheed Highway next to Riverview, I hope
that all BMN members will be quick to express their
objections to the provincial government. Of course,
now that the provincial government was taken
control of public transit decisions away from the
elected Mayors on the Translink Board, Campbell
and Coleman are in a stronger position than ever to
attempt to force such a decision upon us.

Happy New Year!!

Thanks to all of the
members who have
volunteered throughout
the year.
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Upper Pitt River Update s s oo

iven that there is so much to report on the
GUpper Pitt, this issue deserves an article

on its own. In my tour of making
delegations to Councils in December, I quickly
learned Northwest Cascade Power Inc. (the
private company totally owned by Run of River,
Inc.), has also been busy making presentations to
local governments hoping to get support for their
proposed hydro development on the Upper Pitt.
At Maple Ridge Council, I appeared at the same
meeting with them around a very crowded table.
Thankfully, Maple Ridge Council choose to
support us and voted not to support the Upper
Pitt hydro development mainly because of its
potential impact on Pinecone Burke Park (and,
ultimately, all other provincial parks). This is
really good news! I also appeared as a
delegation to the Fraser Valley Regional District
in Chilliwack. Shockingly, they appeared quite
uninterested in the fate of the Upper Pitt Valley
despite the fact that it falls under their
jurisdiction. I don't think we will receive support
from them.

Thanks to Victoria's careful internet watch, she
discovered Northwest Cascade Power also made
a presentation to Squamish Council in early
December. Because it was background
information for their presentation, the draft
Terms of Reference (ToR) document for their
upcoming Environmental Assessment was posted
on Council's website. This has provided us with
a "sneak preview" of the 150 page ToR over the
holiday break. We learned that the size of their
project has increased once again - now, it has
grown from 161 MW to be a 180 MW project.
Given that "micro" hydro projects are typically in
the range of 5 MW, this is one huge industrial

proposal for a 12 km stretch of the Upper Pitt
River! In fact, the growing size of these projects
creates deception. Run of River, Inc. owns a
small 7 MW Brandywine run-of-river power
project in the Whistler area. It's important to note
that they didn't build it; they simply purchased it
from Ledcor after construction. Nonetheless,
they use this small facility to demonstrate how
benign their projects in the Upper Pitt could be
and how "experienced" they are in the power
business. It's a real trickster's game. One small 7
MW project has little environmental impact
compared to that expected from 8 projects with a
total capacity of 180 MW. The Brandywine
facility also creates the impression that they
know how to build these projects when, in fact,
this is far from the truth. After all, just because I
can purchase a car and drive it doesn't mean that
I know how to build one.

The ToR also showed how Northwest Cascade
intends to deal with the deletion of land from
Pinecone Burke Park to allow construction of the
transmission line (see figure). This is another
sleight of hand. It's not being called a deletion,
it's being proposed as an "addition" to the Park!
First, they appear to be proposing to delete only a
small portion of the Park - about a 20 hectare
parcel approximately 35 meters in width - for the
transmission corridor. This, of course, takes a
critical slice out of the Park and severs the south
end of the Park from the northern portion which
connects to the wilderness of Garibaldi Park to
the immediate north. It's a little like cutting a
small section out of a bridge and then trying to
claim that it won't have any impact on the bridge.
Then, they propose adding a larger piece of land

of almost 500 hectares to the Park - but we will
still be left with a park in two pieces. The
proposed addition omits a key habitat area for
grizzly bears because that's where they proposed
building a dam, reservoir, road and intake
structure. So, what do we need - a park with
more rock added to it or a park with sensitive
wetland habitat that allows large mammals to
move freely throughout intact wilderness?

In the last newsletter, I described some of the
effects transmission lines can have on the
movement of wilderness species and why such
transmission lines don't belong in parks. The
accompany figure taken from Northwest
Cascade's draft Terms of Reference clearly
shows the proposed transmission line (solid line
joined with dots) right through Pinecone Burke
Park. The transmission corridor follows Steve
Creek through an area identified by government
biologists as critical grizzly bear habitat (i.e., the
irregular area outlined with a dashed line). In the
entire Upper Pitt Valley only two areas (outside
of the Parks) have been identified as key habitat
for grizzlies; Northwest Cascade Power intends
to build a transmission line, a road, reservoir and
intake structure right through one of them. This
is unacceptable! Mysteriously, the proposed
intake structure and road has been omitted from
the attached map; however, other maps included
in the ToR clearly indicate construction to take
place within grizzly bear habitat along Steve
Creek. Steve Creek also includes sensitive
wetlands which extend from inside the Park
downstream into an area beyond Park
boundaries. The wetland area outside of the Park
is included within the identified grizzly bear

habitat. Nonetheless, the
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transmission line is
proposed straight through
it.

Apart from devastating
impacts on Pinecone Burke
Park, we are also
concerned about the
implications of setting a
precedent to allow Park
boundaries to be adjusted
to suit the needs of private
industry. Should this be
allowed in Pinecone Burke,
a Class A Park with
legislated boundaries, we
anticipate many more such
proposals will come
forward. In justification of
such fears, reporter Larry
Pynn had an article in the
Vancouver Sun just before
Christmas in which he
described a number of
protected or planned
Conservancy areas in the
Great Bear Rainforest that
are now threatened with
private power
developments. Clearly, we
need to draw a line in the
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FIGURE 10. PROPOSED ADDITION
TO PINECONE-BURKE PROVINCIAL

power projects being built
in protected parks.
Pinecone Burke Park must
be kept intact!
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Friends of DeBoville Slough Begin New Project

Submitted by David Mounteney

n Sunday, October 14th at 9 am,
O seven FODBS and BMN

members met at the entrance of
DeBoville Slough. The promise of a
sunny morning had everyone in good
spirits. We were gathered to start a new
project at DeBoville Slough. We were
assembled to erect a number of
Chickadee, Tree Swallow and Wood
Duck boxes.

We made our way out the north side
of the slough in two vehicles. We
scouted out suitable trees for Chickadee
and Tree Swallow boxes. We also
decided on a site for our three poles to
hold our Wood Duck boxes. Breaking
into two groups we got busy digging
holes for posts and clearing away
branches on trees. We oriented the
Chickadee and Swallow boxes to the
southeast where possible. The duck
boxes were erected on a bench nearer
the main stem of the slough, with a
small wetland area nearby.

Over the next three hours we put up
twenty two boxes, a good morning's
work. Don Kerr and Kiyoshi Takahashi g N A
built and painted the Wood Duck boxes  Jan attaching number to nestbox.
while the other boxes were accumulated  pj, ¢, by Carole Edwards
from Don Kerr and BMN. Now we
will wait and see how long it takes for
these new boxes to be used. To view photos of
the workparty go to http://fodbs.org/ and click on
the Photo Album link. This will take you to the
FODBS web album page. There you will find
the photos of the work party as well as a couple

of other DeBoville Slough web albums.

Thanks to Don Gillespie, Don Kerr, Carole
Edwards, Kiyoshi Takahashi, Dave Richardson
and Ian McArthur for all their help with this
project.
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Membership Form

Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership
U Individual Membership ($25.00/year)
U Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year).
U Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive eleven monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities,
local issues and events. Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

Please include all first names
and indicate which are children

Name(s):

Address:

City: Postal Code:
Telephone: E-mail:

Send your completed membership form to:
Burke Mountain Naturalists, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4

The DEADLINE for the December BMN Newsletter is Feb. 2, 2008.

This newsletter is printed on Genesis paper, 100% post consumer, deinked & 100% Eco Certified.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in
January 1989 and is a member club of BC Nature
(formerly Federation of BC Naturalists) BMN is a
registered non-profit Society with charitable
income status.

Our objectives are:

to promote the enjoyment of nature

to foster an interest in, and an

appreciation of,our environment

to actively pursue the conservation and
preservation of the natural world

to promote the accessibility and maintenance
of natural areas, particularly local areas.

President:
Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca
Vice President:
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Phone & Fax)
egolds@sfu.ca
Past President:
Tan McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net
Treasurer & Membership:
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864)
caroleedwards@shaw.ca
Recording Secretary:
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511)
barb23@gmail.com
Members-at-Large:
Anne Holt (604.936.4108)
Mark Johnston (604.552.0727)
Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292)
Candice Archer (604.945.6853)
F.B.C.N. Directors:
Jude Grass (604.219.2043), Mike Griffin (alt.)
Newsletter Editor:
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805)
BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com
Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer (604.552.0841)
Education/Conservation Committee:
Chair: Elaine Golds
Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin,
Tan McArthur, Niall Williams, Carole Edwards
Nature and Feeder Watch:
Rozanne Thomson
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca
Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294
Young Naturalists Club:
Margaret Flaherty (604.420.4701)

BMN Publications:
> Monthly Newsletter, except July
> Natural History Brochures
* Miller Park Ravine * DeBoville Slough
* Riverview Lands ¢ Coquitlam River Corridor
> Bird Brochures:
* Colony Farm * Como Lake ¢ DeBoville
Slough ¢ Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area
> Plant Brochures:
* Colony Farm * DeBoville Slough
> Trail Maps:
* Burke Mountain Map & Widgeon Valley
> Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park
System, by Christine Hanrahan et al, 1994,
121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
> Our Backyard Wilderness,
A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock,
1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
Coquitlam Poirier Library
> The Riverview Hospital Site - Respecting Its
Past, Realizing Its Future”, by Elaine Golds,
Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages
available on our website

Visit our website: www.bmn.bc.ca




