BURKE MOUNTAIN NATURALISTS

Report on Spring Nest Box Cleaning-2008............

BMN members who like the 'boots on the

ground' type of volunteer work, as this is
the time of year that work parties go out into the
fields and forests to clean and repair bird nest
boxes. Over the years, BMN has installed over
300 nest boxes in local parks. The wooden
boxes are specially designed for swallows (most
boxes are this type), chickadees, Screech Owls
or Wood Ducks, and provide nesting sites that
might otherwise be difficult for these cavity-
nesting species to find.

S pring can be a very satisfying time for

One of the joys of these expeditions (besides
the excellent companionship) is discovering the
contents of each box as it is opened up.
Sometimes the box is empty, but more often it
contains something to delight us naturalists. Our
swallow boxes are highly successful, as

evidenced by the swallows'
distinctive nest - a delicate bowl
of grasses lined with a swirl of
duck feathers. Sometimes the
surprise is not quite so pleasant,
as when a family of mice
exploded out of one of the swallow
boxes at Minnekhada. Many of our
boxes seem to be desirable
residences for native Douglas
Squirrels, and BMN's nest box
program has very likely served to
increase the population of these
small forest squirrels. Another type
of forest squirrel - Northern Flying
Squirrels - appear to like our owl
boxes, and in the last several years
we have encountered a wintering

A young river otter at Minnekhada inspects the BMNners on
shore. photo by Kiyoshi Takahashi.

family of these nocturnal
creatures in one of the owl One of the
boxes at Minnekhada. In the expectation Oliver Road
that we would see them again this spring, ~ swallow boxes
{ members of the BMN Young Naturalists had been
4 Club joined us for the morning. The used for
. . target
children and their parents were not practice.
disappointed: we got excellent views of 3 photo by
squirrels who popped out of one of the Kiyoshi
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R any boxes with signs of squirrel use are
not disturbed further. Another bit of
excitement from the morning at

B Minnekhada was seeing two young River
Otter in the marsh. At first it was thought

That same morning, Kiyoshi and Sean went over
to do the swallow boxes hung on the trees that
line Oliver Road. An unhappy finding here was
that some idiot(s) had used two of our boxes for

that they were beaver until they raised
i their heads out of the water to have a

One of last year's swallow nests found in a BMN nest box. yetier look at who was watching them

The grass cup is lined with insulating duck feathers.
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target practice. They were worrying good shots
too, and we can only hope that this didn't happen
during the time that the boxes were being used
by birds.



Perhaps the highlight of this year's work
occurred during the morning spent at Widgeon
Regional Park. We always break for lunch in a
sheltered spot down by the water. As we relaxed in
the sunshine, a small flock of birds twittered
overhead. Variously identified as swallows, Pine
Siskins and House Finches, it was eventually
realized that they were Red Crossbills! It was a
group of about 8 birds that were incredibly tame.
We watched them for about 20 minutes while they
ate something by the water's edge and rested on a
nearby railing. The females were more yellow
than red, and the males were an exquisite soft
orange colour. It's unfortunate that the photograph
accompanying this report is not in colour.

So far this year, BMN has examined 255 boxes.
The success rate varied with the location, with the
few boxes we have in the Shoreline Park in Port
Moody being the least successful. Rats are a
problem in this park, and two boxes had been
taken over by rats. Minnekhada boxes are also
poorly used by the intended species, but very
popular with both Douglas and flying squirrels.
‘We comfort ourselves with the thought that the
reason for the lower success is that there is enough
natural habitat in these two places... Swallows are
especially keen on BMN boxes, and we enjoy
great success with our swallow boxes at Widgeon,
Oliver Road and Colony Farm.

Below is a summary of this year's nest box statistics:
¢ Shoreline Trail (Jan 16th) Don Gillespie
examined the 13 boxes here. Only two were used
by birds (15% success); two were used by rats.

* Colony Farm (Feb 16th) We examined 46
swallow boxes (60% were used successfully);
no signs of use in 4 owl boxes examined.

Thank you to the following volunteers:
Kiyoshi Takahashi, lan McArthur, Jane
Shoemaker, Don Gillespie, Linda Saunders,
Wendy and Randy Snyder, Juanita Tsai (a new
BMN member), Murray Clare (another new
BMN member) and Vanessa Law (a friend of
Linda's).

* Minnekhada Regional Park (Feb 23rd) We
examined 50 boxes here. Approximately 50% of
them had been used, but mostly by Douglas
Squirrels. Only 20% of boxes were used by the
intended species (swallow, chickadee or owl). We
saw 3 Northern Flying Squirrels and 2 River Otter!

Thank you to the following volunteers: lan
McArthur, Don Gillespie, Linda Saunders,
Deane Perkins, Niall Williams, Bob Cowin (a
new BMN member) and Noriko Nakaya with a
group of Young Naturalists and their parents.

Nature and Feeder Watch

Compiled by Rozanne Thomson

e are now at the time of year when
returning migrants turn up at our
feeders and in our yards and parks.

Also bird song is beginning to break out in the
mornings; I heard the first robin song on
Valentine's Day - romantic fellow! Keep an eye
out as well for transient species which stop over
en route to more northerly summer homes.

Recognizing birds in the field (or heck, even at
your feeder) can sometimes be a challenge. Our
common woodpeckers locally are the Downy,
Hairy, Northern Flicker (Red-shafted) and
Pileated. I was taught the way to distinguish
Hairys from Downys was to look at the length of
the beak: hairy woodpecker beaks are as long as
their head is wide. The beak of the Downy is
shorter than the width of its head. To tell the male
from female with these two, look for red on the
head. If it's there, it's a male, if not, it's a female.

To tell the male Flicker from the female, look
for what the bird books call a red malar, but
what I like to think of as a red moustache. Red

moustache = male. No moustache = female. It's
exactly the same for Pileated Woodpeckers. The
males have a red malar (“moustache”), the
females do not.

You can learn to recognize birds simply by
their songs. Our libraries have CDs which we
might find useful if the sound we hear is
distinctive enough. We can also order these from
a variety of sources; probably we would prefer
to find one which limits itself to western birds,
not all of North America. Stokes CDs are
generally available at bird stores for example.
There are also DVDs from various makers.

One of the simpler and most intriguing
products I have read about is the iFlyer, which
has both bird photos and bird songs in
conjunction with each other. “Simply press a
button, scan a barcode, and iFlyer plays a high-
quality digital recording of a Bird's Song” it
says. You can also put these audio labels into
your bird book. Anybody tried this one? It's
small enough to carry about. The basic unit has

A flock of BMNners admire a small flock of red crossbills. photo by Paul Steeves

¢ Oliver Road (Feb 23rd) Twelve of 31 (39%)
boxes examined were used successfully by
swallows; 4 boxes were used by Douglas
Squirrels. Two boxes had been shot at; one box
had at least a dozen pellet marks with some
pellets still embedded on the door of the box.

Thank you to the following volunteers:
Kiyoshi Takahashi and Sean Anton.

Widgeon (March 1st) We examined 113
boxes here. There was 50% successful use by
the intended species (i.e., swallows). Another
10% had been taken over by Douglas Squirrels.

Thank you to the following volunteers:
Kiyoshi Takahashi, lan McArthur, Don
Gillespie, Linda Saunders, Rozanne Thomson,
Deane Perkins, Crystal Simmons, Sean Anton,
Sheila Casselton, Hugh Walker, Jackie Chapman
and Paul Steeves (a guest volunteer from
Wildlife Rescue).

206 bird songs, so it may not all the ones we
would want locally. See
http://www.identiflyer.com/index.html for more
information. It might be enjoyed by you, or
someone you know, and it could be quite
educational and fun at the same time for kids.
Cost is around $100. You can pack it around
outdoors - Avoid overuse in the wild; it could
annoy and stress birds.

Those of us who have iPods might profit by
using the Birdjam software bird calls. The calls
are keyed to the Stokes field guides on CD. You
can buy everything in one bundle - iPod already
loaded with software and field guide - or select
only the software for your region if you already
have the Stoke CDs.

See your local bird supply store for
information about these and other related
products. This is not an inclusive list of options.

Please forward your nature and feeder watch
sightings at Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca, Phone/
fax 604-421-5292/5294, or see me at meetings.




Announcements:

Wed., March 12 at 7 pm:

Colony Farm Park Association Board of
Directors meets at Central Areas office on Avalon
in Burnaby to plan the upcoming Partners in Park
Event at Colony Farm for International
Migratory Bird Day on Saturday, May 10.

Sat., March 15 at 7 pm sharp:
Ian's annual slide show at the HEY Building on the
Riverview Hospital Grounds - see separate notice.

Sunday, March 16:

Amsterdam Nurseries holds its 10th annual
Nature Days and Native Plant Sale. Community
groups are invited to attend with displays on
Saturday. We will be there with the BMN
display, and will enjoy visiting with members of
the Alouette Field Naturalists and other groups
on the east side of the Pitt River. Event runs
from 10 am - 4 pm. Located on Dewdney Trunk
just before Harris Road in Pitt Meadows. For
more info, check our website.

Tuesday, March 18 at 7:15 pm:
Education-Conservation Committee Meeting at
Elaine's. Our committee always welcomes the
participation of keen BMN members who want
to get more involved. We will likely focus on
the Pinecone Burke-Upper Pitt issue at this
meeting...but who knows what other issues
might erupt in the meantime?

Thursday, March 20 at 7 pm:

Friends of DeBoville Slough meet at Pinetree
Community Centre. New members always
welcome. Come and help us plan an installation
event for the interpretive signage.

Saturday, March 22:

World Water Day Please don't forget to object
to the privatization of water in the Upper Pitt
and write your letters to the government for
April 2 and April 8 deadlines (see below).

Sat., March 22 at 9:00 am:

Join Larry Cowan and Nature Vancouver members
for a half day birding trip to DeBoville Slough and
Minnekhada Park. Expect to see early spring
migrants and, possibly, sandhill cranes. Meet at the
intersection of Victoria and Cedar Drives in NE
Coquitlam. Some cars will be left in the
Minnekhada lot for the return trip. Contact Larry at
lawrencecowan@shaw.ca or 604-465-1402.

Sat., March 22, 10 amto 1 pm
CLUB BIRDING TRIP to STANLEY PARK
Join legendary Al Grass for a winter nature
walk at world-famous Stanley Park in
downtown Vancouver. Meet at the stone bridge
at Lost Lagoon (west end, where there is PAY
parking) at 10 am. The #019 bus stops on the
east side of the lagoon. We'll walk around the

lagoon looking for interesting waterfowl, then
head down to the beach in search of Harlequins.
For more info, please call Victoria at
604.937.5379. NOTE: This trip was originally
planned for Feb 2nd, but had to be cancelled.

Tuesday, March 25 at 7:15 pm:

BMN Executive Meeting...at Barb's?

Sat.,March 29th 9:00 - 11:00 am
BMN YNC Explorer Day: A Morning with
Nature in Deer Lake Park Master birder Istvan
Orosi will lead members of the Young
Naturalists Club on a walk through the wilder
portions of Burnaby's Deer Lake Park. For more
information, contact Noriko at 604-675-9031 or
bmnync@gmail.com.

Saturday, March 29 at 1 pm:
BCTC solicits input on a twinning of their (i.e.,
BC Hydro) transmission line along the north
shore of the Fraser River including a portion
through Pinecone Burke Park. We need to speak
up to ensure the need for this construction can
also be used as an opportunity to improve hiking
trails (maybe a bridge) and wildlife habitat in a
heavily-used portion of Pinecone Burke Park. At
the Best Western Inn on North Road in
Coquitlam. Watch local papers for details.

Wed., April 2 at midnight:
DEADLINE for public comments on the
proposed deletion of land from a northern portion
of Pinecone Burke Park for a private transmission
line to serve a private hydro project in the Upper
Pitt River. An area of pristine wilderness would
be impacted. If this construction is allowed, we
can expect to see many more applications for
industrial intrusions into parks all over BC. Please
stand up for the protection of Pinecone Burke and
our park system.

Monday, April 7:

This could be the day when the 2008
Endangered Rivers of BC is announced. Will
the Upper Pitt River head the list this year? Did
you nominate it?

Tuesday, April 8:

DEADLINE for public comments (yes, there are
two deadlines for two separate phases of this
project) on the draft Terms of Reference for the
Environmental Assessment of the Upper Pitt
Water Power Project. EAO deadlines often close
at the time of regular closing hours for offices,
i.e., this could be at 4:30 pm. We will try to
confirm the closing hour for our March meeting.

Tuesday, April 8 at 7:30 pm:
BMN Monthly Meeting at Como Lake United
Church, corner of King Albert Ave. and
Marmont St. in Coquitlam. Guest speaker will
be Derek Matthews, a master bird banding who
will talk about his experiences and what can be
learned from banding birds.

**Remember for check our website for
updates to these announcements.**

BMN Hikers

Saturday, April 26
UBC Research Forest

Although we have made a number of
excursions into the UBC Research Forest,
we are still far from having explored every
nook and cranny. On this moderate hike we
will pay our first visit to Goose Lake, a
sizeable body of water which straddles the
Research Forest's western boundary. We
will hike along roads and trails, and may
need to do a short “bushwhack” to reach
the actual lakeshore. En route we should be
able to find some large Douglas Fir trees
and perhaps get a glimpse of the Pitt River
lowlands. Roundtrip distance by the most
direct route is approximately 8 km (5 mi);
we will likely do a loop trip and cover
about 12 km (7.5 mi). Elevation gain
(assuming a loop trip) is about 200 m (650
ft). Carpool from the Toys 'R' Us Park &
Ride at 9:00 am. Return 4:00 pm. For more
information, contact Ian (604-939-4039) or
Mark (604-552-0727).

Burke

| Mountain
Summit.
photo by
Ian
McArthur

lan's Annual
Slide Show

Saturday March 15, 7 pm:
(Don't be late as the doors will be locked.)

Come out and enjoy an evening of slides and
snacks. lan McArthur will present slides
highlighting the past year of BMIN and other
adventures in the local area. As a bonus lan
will show some favourite slides put to
music. This is always a fun interactive time
to see photos of wonderful places and have
some great eats with friends. This evening
will be co-sponsored with the Riverview
Horticultural Centre Society. The location
will be in the Henry Esson Young Building
on the Riverview Lands. Please bring your
own cup. For more information, direction
map or to help contribute goodies please call
Ian at 604-939-4039.
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Education-Conservation Committee Report .......c..

Overflow Crowds at Public
Meeting on Pinecone Burke in

Pitt Meadows

ehind the scenes, we have been working
B to ensure the public consultation over the

deletion of land from Pinecone Burke
Park is a full and fair process. Despite the
importance of this issue for our Parks, the
consultation process appears to be officially
hosted by the project proponent rather than the
government. However, government staff from
both the Environmental Assessment office and
BC Parks were present at these meetings and
need to be held at least partly responsible for the
poor manner in which this public consultation
was conducted. I had been carrying out an
extensive email correspondence with both the

synopsis on why this was such an important
issue. The meeting in Squamish was fairly well
attended with most of the 50 chairs occupied.
Essentially everyone present opposed the project.

The February 28 Pitt Meadows meeting,
which we knew would be well attended, was
truly a tour de force. For it, our EdCon
Committee had sticky labels made that said
“Protect our Park™ or “Protect Wild Salmon”
which we handed out to people arriving at the
Pitt Meadows meeting. We also made signs to
post on our cars in the parking lot. All this
created “good vibes” for our side. The Open
House started at 4 pm and the presentations at
6:30. By 6 pm, the meeting room was full. By
6:30 pm, the lobby was also very crowded with
people who couldn't get into the room. When the
Wilderness Committee bus arrived at 7, only a
few of its occupants
could squeeze through a
back door into the room
or the lobby.
Meanwhile, the parking
lot filled to capacity and
people continued to
arrive but had to drive
away because there was
no room to park.

When the time finally
came for public input, it
was virtually impossible
to get to the microphone
because of so much

A small portion of the crowd who attended the Public Meeting on Pinecone
Burke in Pitt Meadows. photo by Cliff Kelsey

proponent and BC Parks over how and where
meetings should be held. We asked for meetings
in Coquitlam and Vancouver, pointing how
important we knew this issue would be for many
people in Greater Vancouver. In addition, we felt
that meetings should be held in places that can
be easily reached by public transit. You can
imagine our dismay when we learned public
meetings would only be held in Squamish, Pitt
Meadows and Mission. In addition, these
meetings also became the public input period for
the Environmental Assessment as well. This
meant there was a huge amount of material and
topics to cover - too much, in fact - to be
jammed into one session.

Thankfully, our good friends at the Wilderness
Committee sprang into action. They organized a
bus from downtown to get people out to Pitt
Meadows. We worked with members from other
groups including the Fly Fishers Federation,
residents of the Upper Pitt Valley, Save our
Rivers and others to alert as many people as
possible to the meetings. I spent hours sending
out emails about the meetings and a short

crowding in the room.
John Cashore, the
former Environment
Minister, who helped
initiate the whole Protected Areas Process in the
1990s that led to the establishment of Pinecone
Burke in 1995 spoke eloquently...and asked why
the current Environment Minister was not there
to listen to the public. The crowd roared in
response. Some people said my speech brought
tears to their eyes; I know my voice was hoarse
when I finished. Joe Foy, in his presentation,
asked if there was anyone in the room who
supported the project; no one raised their hand.
Unfortunately, the extreme crowding in the room
meant that the fire marshal was called and the
meeting was terminated after only a half dozen
people had spoken.

I am especially grateful to the volunteers who
stayed outside and handed out information to
people who had made the effort to come but
were unable to get into the room. We roughly
estimate about 450 people were present - and
more were turned away. After the meeting, we
all felt quite empowered by the huge number of
supporters who turned up. Clearly, we won that
battle - but the campaign to save Pinecone
Burke and all our parks in BC will continue.

Next Steps in the Process to
Change Pinecone Burke Park
Boundaries

Once the public input period on the Pinecone
Burke issue ends on April 2, BC Parks staff will
“consider” this input and write a summary report
to Environment Minister Barry Penner. We want
this reporting process to be as open as possible.
In your letters, please ask that all public input be
posted on the BC Parks website (similar to what
is done for the Environmental Assessment
Process) and request that the report to the
Minister be a public document. These are very
reasonable requests - the rights of the public
must not be trampled upon.

Once Minister Penner receives that report, he
will make a recommendation to Cabinet. We
anticipate both Penner and Cabinet will
recommend proceeding with the deletion of land
from Pinecone Burke Park. They must be made
to feel the wrath of the public on this issue and
understand they will lose the support of voters in
the next election (May 2009) if they don't stand
up to protect our park system. Because Pinecone
Burke was established by a vote in the
Legislature, any change to park boundaries must
come back to the Legislature for a vote. Given
the strong majority the Liberals have, we expect
such a vote would pass in the House. We know
that the government intends to force a vote on
the issue during the present sitting of the
Legislature - thus, a vote is likely to take place
in May. The government is pushing ahead with
this issue now (in advance of the Environmental
Assessment Process being completed) simply
because they don't want deletion of land from a
Park to become an issue closer to election time
next May.

Why Park Deletion is Wrong

There are two main reasons why we are
opposed to deletion of land from Pinecone
Burke Park. First, we are concerned about the
direct impacts on the park (see below) but, also,
we are concerned about the precedent that could
be set by removing pristine wilderness from a
Class A Park.

The government claims land has been
removed from parks previously. This is true, but
those removals have tended to be fairly minor -
readjusting a sharp corner on a highway, etc. In
addition, last year, land was removed from
Mount Robson to allow for twinning of a gas
pipeline. Although this sounds more similar to
the proposal for Pinecone Burke, it isn't. First
the gas pipeline doesn't go through pristine
wilderness, it is beside a railway, national
highway and the first pipeline...and it will be
buried. Secondly, the need for the second
pipeline had been foreseen in the park




Some BMN members stayed outside to give out information as people
arrived. photo by Cliff Kelsey

management plan since the 1950s so it was
hardly unanticipated. Finally, it more clearly
serves a provincial interest since it supplies gas
to most of BC, i.e., it wasn't done to suit the
needs of a private corporation. So, we can make
a good case that the deletion of land from
Pinecone Burke would be precedent-setting. We
are already aware of a number of other river
diversion proposals that could have impacts on
protected areas - we feel the private power
industry is watching the Pinecone Burke issue
with great interest.

Without doubt, the loss of land from Pinecone
Burke will have a great impact on the park. We
will lose 70 hectares of pristine wilderness in a
low elevation pass between the Mamquam and
Upper Pitt valleys. The proponents anticipate the
transmission line will only require 20 hectares

but want to remove 70
hectares so that they will
have “room to fine-tune
the transmission line
location”. Of the 70
hectares, about 72% of it
is covered in old growth
forest. Given that the
pass is about 1300 meters
in elevation, these trees
will not be giants but
they, nonetheless,
constitute ancient forest
which may be helping to
sustain one of the few
spotted owl nests left in
the province (located

{ about 10 km away in
Garibaldi Park).

Deletion of this land will
carve the park in two and
could interfere with the
natural movements of wilderness-dependent
species such as grizzly bear, wolves, mountain
goats and wolverine. The proponents say they
will not build a road through the pass but it is
clear they intend to build what they call a “trail”
big enough for a backhoe. Eight stream
crossings would be required and wetlands would
need to be filled. At this elevation, it would take
decades for the vegetation to recover. The
proponents also say they will use helicopters for
construction - however, the entire area is known
to be used by mountain goats which are easily
disturbed by helicopters. Normally, helicopters
should keep a distance of about 2 km from goats
to avoid disturbing them. This would be
impossible in the Steve Creek pass.

The proponents say they will ask BC Parks to
give the deleted land some form of protection (a

lesser form than a Class A Park so that a
hydroelectric transmission line will be allowed)
and also add over 400 hectares of what is now
Crown land to the park. The proposed addition
appears to be mostly a rocky ridge with few
trees. The proposed addition would also have a
transmission line going through it so it could
clearly not become a Class A Park (in which
transmission lines are forbidden).

The proponents performed no large
mammal studies to gain some understanding
of how such species use the Steve Creek
pass. They did install 4 cameras late last July
and recovered them last October to get some
data on wildlife use. Two of the cameras
failed but the two cameras that worked
recorded one hiker, some black bears and
deer. The proponents suggest finding only
one hiker means this area of the park is not
well- used or particularly valuable. We beg
to differ. It's critical to have wilderness areas
in parks where people are rarely found - this
is often the best habitat for large mammals
such as grizzly bear. Having only two
cameras in place for 3 months clearly
provides little information on wildlife use
throughout a 70 hectare parcel. These
wildlife studies are clearly inadequate.

Overall, we find the proposal to remove land
from Pinecone Burke is quite unacceptable.
Pinecone Burke Park has been protected since
1995, yet it still remains without a management
plan to guide park use. Development of such a
plan in conjunction with public input is long
overdue and, clearly, should be in place before
any industrial intrusions are even considered. I
hope that BMN members will write to the BC
Parks (see action letter) and mention some of
these points.

in New Westminster held on
Saturday January 26, 2008

My Bug Lab Experience

Written by Natalie Kumpula

On January 26th, 2008, I went to the Bug Invertebrate Museum.
Some of my friends came because not only was that day a Young
Naturalists Club event, but it was also my 10th birthday!
Anyway, at the Bug Lab, my friends and I got sheets of paper and
pencils. On the sheet of paper, there was a list of bugs that we had
to find and answer questions about them. We saw stick bugs,
ghost beetles, and many more kinds of bugs. There was also a
lady who gave us a presentation on bugs. She let kids hold stick
bugs, and cockroaches. I thought that all of the bugs were really
cool, and it was the most fun birthday party that I have ever had!

YNC Explorer Day

The Bug Lag Invertebrate Museum

presentation.

“Flights of Fantasy” Slide show
by Damon Calderwood held on
Monday, February 11th, 2008

Damon Calderwood is a very good bird photographer. He showed
and named lots of birds and put on a very fun slide show about their
different habits. He also has to spend a lot of his own time to give us
a wonderful presentation. He also published a book called Flights of
Fantasy that any bird lover would adore.

He gave out some pictures of birds to the kids. I learned lots and
everyone else learned lots too. Overall it was a very educational

Written by Mackenzie Larson




Action ltems of the Month

Protecting Mountain Caribou,
Fish and the Marine Environment

by Elaine Golds

t the time of our last newsletter, we
Astill were not certain of the deadline

for comments on the proposed Park
Boundary adjustment. Now we know it's April
2 and that is approaching quickly. It is
essential that you - and everyone else that you
can talk into taking action - write and oppose
the deletion of pristine wilderness from
Pinecone Burke Park for a private hydro
transmission line to Squamish. This proposal
would have a direct impact on Pinecone
Burke. Because of its precedent setting nature,
it is also an assault on all our parks. Everyone
in BC who cares about our provincial parks
should be writing to the government about
this issue.

You have three options for submitting
comments: Email them to
pineconeburke@gov.bc.ca. Or, mail a hand-
written letter to Boundary Change Pinecone
Burke, c/o BC Parks, PO Box 9398, Station
Provincial Government, Victoria, BC, VEW
9MO. A hand-written letter with a few heart-
felt comments is, by far, the most effective
way to communicate your thoughts.
Alternatively, a letter can be faxed to 1-250-
387-5757. If you have written a letter earlier to
Minister Penner on this issue, please take a
minute to write again to one of the above
addresses set up for the official public
consultation process. We don't want
incorrectly-addressed letters that may have
arrived outside the official public comment
period to become the excuse for not taking
your comments into account. See the EdCon
report for more details on why deletion of this
land would be so devastating for the park and
some suggestions for remarks you could make.

You may also want to comment on the very
poor public consultation process - the
confusion with the overlapping two deadlines
and two public input processes (see below),
the lack of public meetings in Coquitlam, the
decision to hold the “local” meeting in a small
room in Pitt Meadows which so quickly filled
to over-capacity that the fire marshal was
called and the meeting prematurely terminated
before all but a few people had an opportunity
to provide input. It is all quite scandalous and
shows the contempt this government appears
to have for members of the public.

Now, this is where it gets confusing: to our
astonishment, the government decided to also
initiate the Environmental Assessment on the
hydro project in the Upper Pitt. Environmental

Assessments have two time periods for public
input: comments on the draft Terms of
Reference and, later, comments on the
Environmental Assessment Report. The first
comment period (which closes, confusingly, on
April 8) is less critical for responses from the
general public as this is simply an opportunity
to comment on the scope of the studies to be
done and recommend if additional studies
should be required. This is a fairly technical
exercise and one that is difficult for many
people to understand how they can best
participate. You may be sure that BMN will
submit detailed comments on the draft ToR.
We certainly encourage our members to
participate as well. If you wish to submit
comments, please let me know by email and I
will send you our BMN comments (probably
just in rough form) from which you may feel
free to borrow ideas and recommendations.
Note, we don't expect to have these completed
until about the third or fourth week of March.

All comments submitted on the draft ToR are
supposed to be posted to the EAO website but
there is sometimes a delay of a few days
before they appear. It can be instructive to
review the comments of others posted there.
Many people misunderstand this component of
the Environmental Assessment and simply
submit their objections to the project. Such
comments should be held until the second
comment period that will likely take place in a
few months. You can get more information
about this by going to www.eao.gov.bc.ca,
look under projects, then, upper pitt.
Comments on the draft Terms of Reference
should be submitted to
upperpittriver.gov.bc.ca.

In addition to submitting comments to the
government, you can influence others by
writing letters to the editor to oppose the
deletion of land from Pinecone Burke Park.
We expect this important issue will be covered
as a news item over the next few weeks in
local and Vancouver papers. When you see
such an article in the paper, consider submit a
letter to the editor within a day of the article
appearing. These letters can be quite short -
simply state your point of view in three or four
sentences. Remember to include your address
and contact information. Newspapers usually
phone to confirm you have submitted the letter
so you must include your phone number so
they can speak to you in person. Please, speak
up to save our Park!

From the BMN Archives:
Excerpts from

previous
BMN March
Newsletters

by Anne Holt

March 1993 (15 years ago)

Ed-Con Report

by Christine Hanrahan

The Ad Hoc Burke/Pinecone Committee met in
Feb. and came up with a number of ideas to
generate publicity for the preservation of the area
as a Class A Provincial Park. One of the best
ways to achieve this is to get people out onto the
mountain and for this we need our trail system to
be completed as soon as possible. Plans are
underway to do some serious work on the trails
including the link from Burke Ridge to Widgeon
Valley this summer. It will involve camping
overnight (or for several nights) and working on
the trail all day. If this is something you would
like to help with please phone Don ......

March 1994 (14 years ago)

“Burke -Pinecone Meetings a
Success”
by Elaine Golds

Well - YOU DID IT!! We had huge turnouts for
the public meetings on Pinecone-Burke. The
'take-home' message for attending provincial
politicians (John Cashore, Mike Farnworth and
Barb Copping) and members of the Study Team
was that there is MASSIVE local support for a
new provincial park in our backyard. Everyone
who made the time in their lives to come out for
that meeting deserves a round of applause. Well
done! ........

March 1997 (11 years ago)

Ed-Con Report “Planting of

Native Conifers”
by Norma Gillespie

BMN members who are also members of RHCS
have been involved in a broom removal project
on the Riverview Hospital grounds. This
program has now been expanded, by BMN
volunteers, to include the planting of native
conifers.

To date two small work parties have planted
approximately fifty trees in the area of Finnie's
Garden. Fir trees were kindly donated by Doug




Bennie - who helped and supervised the
planting. Doug has found this type of volunteer
work especially healing while he convalesces.
The cedar trees were excess and transplanted
from Finnie's Garden.

On the last outing, March 1st, Don was heard to
say 'If it wasn't for the wind, rain and snow it
would have been a pleasant day".

If you haven't as yet visited Finnie's Garden,
PLEASE DO. New signs are up to help you find
this secluded garden. Finnie's has the potential to
be a Naturescape Showcase.

March 1996 (12 years ago)

“BMN Hikers”

by John Gillespie

There have been many recent requests for
organized outings and it is because of this that
the newly formed BMN Hikers has been
established. Beginning on Sat. April 27th, the
Hikers will explore areas in our region with a
monthly hike. All BMN members and their
friends are invited. Treks that may be upcoming
include Pitt Polder, Surrey Bend, Buntzen,
Burke, Widgeon, Munro Creek, and
Everest.........

March 2005 (3 years ago)

March 2006 (2 years ago)

Letters of the Month
by Elaine Golds

“Keep Private Business out of our Public
Provincial Parks”.

Signing long-term leases with park service
providers is nothing more than a slippery slope
toward privatization and the beginning of
loosing control over how our parks are managed.
We already have a “very good” example of what
happens when private operators move into a
public park at Cypress Provincial Park on the
outskirts of Greater Vancouver. There, old
growth forests were logged to allow expansion
of downhill ski runs in the mid 1990's. It's a
given that business operators who hold operating
leases within parks want to expand their
boundaries. Either they are not making sufficient
profit so they need to expand or there is so much
demand for their services they need to expand.
Once an operator is in the park, it's a foot in the
door, i.e., the so-called thin edge of the wedge.

Our provincial parks are our natural heritage that
should be passed on down to future generations
intact with all the wildlife still thriving in them.
Parks are places that we humans visit to
experience and enjoy the natural world..........

Young Naturalist Amazed: A
Visit to OWL

by Brendin Green

Jacques Deval wrote that “God loved the birds
and invented trees. Man loved the birds and
invented cages.” .....0.W.L. (Orphaned Wildlife)
Rehabilitation Centre in Delta is a wonderful
example of 'good cages' and caring, thoughtful
people that dedicate a lot of their time and love,
into helping sick or injured birds. They are very
smart because they use foster birds to help the
rehabilitated birds return to the wild successfully,
and educate people like you and I on how to look
after our birdlife.

It was during a recent visit to their location at
Boundary Bay that I came face to face with some
of nature's most amazing birds, for example bald
eagles, peregrine falcons and barn owls. My
favourite was the long eared owl - it looked like he
was smiling at me! To get so close was incredible;
I didn't even need my binoculars. My family and I
took a lot of photographs (without flashes of
course) so that we can remember our visit for a
long time. I can't wait to be 14 to volunteer my
services to this wonderful organization - only 3
years to go!

Birding at Lake Chapala, Mexico ...

e were lucky enough to spend
November at Lake Chapala, a fifty
mile long lake in the highlands of

Mexico near Guadalajara. A pleasant
temperature at that time of the year was one of
the reasons why we chose that area, but we did
wonder what we would do with all the time
there as it is a North American enclave, non-
touristy and with no particular attractions
outside of Guadalajara.

The second day, Dave discovered the lake
itself after a 15 minute walk down rough cobbled
streets. No-one we had spoken to seemed to
know much about the lake except that there were
no beaches, it was polluted and had drastically
receded over the years with the water being used
carelessly by Guadalajara and farmers. For the
most part no-one ever went to the lake!

We discovered that the lake's level had greatly
increased in the past year and that a children's
park was now virtually unusable as it was in a
reed and marsh area. But for us it was heaven.
Within one camera shot you could see a variety
of egrets and herons and a few American
pelicans. The predominant bird feeding at the
marsh edge was the coot but we also saw Blue-
winged Teal, Cinnamon Teal and a few Northern
Jacanas and lots of White-faced Ibis. Calling
loudly in the trees were Great Kiskadees, and
calling not so loudly were Social Flycatchers,
Cassin's Kingbirds and Tropical Kingbirds. Our

favourite, of which there were several, was the
male Vermilion Flycatcher - such a brilliantly
coloured bird, and the pretty female. By the end
of our holiday our bird list held about 50
species. We even saw nighthawks and a White-
tailed Kite from our mirador - our roof top deck.

We got into contact with a local birder who
picked us up and took us on a birding trip to
another part of the lake. He kept asking us if we
would help with the Christmas bird count there
which was tempting especially because of the
different weather to here!

We were told of a
small village across
the lake where the
fisherman dumped all
their fish remains in
the lake at about 4:00
-quite a spectacle as
thousands of pelicans
are at this event each
day. We rented a car
and happened to be
there just at the right
time. A fisherman
backed his pickup
into the water and
tipped in several large
cratefuls of fish guts.
Pelicans had flown in
from all directions and

kept coming in droves. It was noisy, but not
because of the pelicans. A few Great Egrets just
watched and squawked and expressed much
interest, but were unable to join in the meal,
probably hoping to get a little bit that might float
to the edge.

We hope to visit the area again and are in
contact with the birding group there. Apart from
day birding trips, they mentioned weekend trips,
so there is more for us to look forward to.
Birding is such a “portable” pastime, don't you
think? Wish I was more knowledgeable!
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The truck signifies meal time for flocks of American White Pelican at
Chapala Lake. photo by Gill Richardson




Newsletter News

rigitte Breuer, our newsletter layout artist,
B has left the area to take up residence in
Edmonton. We hope that Brigitte and her
family are now happily settled into their new
home and enjoying life in Alberta. Brigitte has
generously offered to continue doing the
newsletter layout from her new province.
A VERY big thank you, Brigitte, for your
continued commitment to the Burke
Mountain Naturalists!

A big thank you also goes out to David
Mounteney for stepping in to do the newsletter
layout for the past two months while Brigitte was
relocating. Thanks to David’s expertise, we were
able to keep our regular newsletter format during
this time.

Pileated Woodpecker, our first visitor in
Edmonton. photo by Brigitte Breuer

http://riverviewhospital.blogspot.com/

Niall Williams’ Riverview

On-Line Site

ver wondered what crops were raised in
Ewhat fields at Colony Farm in 19217

Interested in reading transcripts of talks
given by “Botany” John Davidson (the man who
established the arboretum at Riverview)? Want
to see a 'clickable' map of the Riverview Lands
that links you to the history of the heritage
buildings? For these and much, much more,
have a look at the site set up by BMN member
Niall Williams. You can find it at the address

given above, or simply google “riverview
hospital blog”. You will definitely enjoy more
than a few hours going back in time to the early
heyday of Riverview/Essondale.

Niall also has an “umbrella” site, where he
provides links to a number of other pages of
interest to our members. Go to
http://bcinyou.googlepages.com/Home to
browse through the links.

The DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is March 29, 2008

Membership Form

Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

Q Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

Q4 Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year).

Q Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive eleven monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities,
local issues and events. Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

Please include all first names
and indicate which are children

Name(s):

Address:

City: Postal Code:
Telephone: E-mail:

Send your completed membership form to:

Burke Mountain Naturalists, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4

This newsletter is printed on Genesis paper, 100% post consumer, deinked & 100% Eco Certified.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in
January 1989 and is a member club of BC Nature
(formerly Federation of BC Naturalists) BMN is a
registered non-profit Society with charitable
income status.

Our objectives are:

to promote the enjoyment of nature

to foster an interest in, and an

appreciation of,our environment

to actively pursue the conservation and
preservation of the natural world

to promote the accessibility and maintenance
of natural areas, particularly local areas.

President:
Tan McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net
Vice President:
Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca
Past President:
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Phone & Fax)
egolds@sfu.ca
Treasurer & Membership:
Carole Edwards (604.420.8822)
caroleedwards @shaw.ca
Recording Secretary:
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511)
barb23@gmail.com
Members-at-Large:
Anne Holt (604.936.4108)
Mark Johnston (604.552.0727)
Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292)
Candice Archer (604.945.6853)
F.B.C.N. Directors:
Jude Grass (604.219.2043), Mike Griffin (alt.)
Newsletter Editor:
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805)
BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com
Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer - brigitteb@telus.net
Education/Conservation Committee:
Chair: Elaine Golds
Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin,
Tan McArthur, Niall Williams, Carole Edwards
Nature and Feeder Watch:
Rozanne Thomson
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca
Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294
Young Naturalists Club:
Noriko Nakaya (604-675-9031)
bmnync@gmail.com

BMN Publications:
> Monthly Newsletter, except July
> Natural History Brochures
* Miller Park Ravine ¢ DeBoville Slough
* Riverview Lands ¢ Coquitlam River Corridor
> Bird Brochures:
e Colony Farm ¢ Como Lake ¢ DeBoville
Slough ¢ Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area
> Plant Brochures:
e Colony Farm ¢ DeBoville Slough
> Trail Maps:
e Burke Mountain Map & Widgeon Valley
> Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park
System, by Christine Hanrahan et al, 1994,
121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
> Our Backyard Wilderness,
A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock,
1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
Coquitlam Poirier Library
> The Riverview Hospital Site - Respecting Its
Past, Realizing Its Future”, by Elaine Golds,
Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages
available on our website

Visit our website: www.bmn.bc.ca




