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Bird Banding Workshop at Burnaby Lake ...........

n the weekend of May 16 - 18, eleven banding to current studies of birds, their habits,  attached to one of its legs. One has to use the
O other students and I found out that and population trends, Derek taught us about appropriate size of band for the species of bird.

there is a great deal more to the science  banding station protocol and the bander's code Every detail must be carefully recorded so it
of bird banding than we had ever imagined. We  of ethics. The greatest imperative is that we can be sent in to the national record-keeping
were a diverse group, some having come from must do everything we can to avoid harming centre in Ottawa. By far the most difficult of
as far away as Kamloops and Vancouver any bird. “If you fall down, we don't care about  these activities is the estimation of age, and in
Island, in order to spend three days trying to you - just don't let the bird get hurt!” And then  order to qualify as beginners in this science and
absorb everything that Derek Matthews, of the we plunged into details of bird anatomy and art we had to make a study of every individual
Burnaby Lake Avian Research Centre, could physiology, feather groups, and wing feather on the bird's wing and of the timing of
throw at us. Among us there were a retired SFU ~ morphology, our vocabulary expanding rapidly  the various molts the bird undergoes during its
chemistry professor, a young woman who does  as we tried to absorb all the concepts. life.

environmental assessment for the government,

. . At a banding station, a bird's sex and The next morning we gathered at 6:30 am at
an employee ,Of an env1r9nmental consultlng breeding status are determined, it is examined the west end of Burnaby Lake, in a high state
company, a biology lab instructor, a Malaspina for fat supply on its body, its wing and tail are of anticipation of our first day in the field.
C"uege faculty rr}ember who teaches measured, it is weighed, its age is estimated, Warned by Derek of the deep mud we would be
environmental science, a couple of students and a small numbered aluminum band is struggling through, we were all wearing high

who will spend the summer as

. . . rubber boots. We started
nature interpreters in provincial

out along one of the

parks, and others. established Burnaby Lake
Most of us were astonished trails, but clearly banders
by the intensity of the course don't want casual park
which, just by the way, visitors to be interfering
included a closed-book with the mist nets and

banding activities. We saw
another trail branching off
the main one - this one had
a barrier across it, with a
sign that cleverly said
“Bridge Out - Trail
Closed” - so this, of
course, was our trail.

examination at the end! Eleven
of us did manage to make it
through to the end, and receive
nifty graduation certificates
featuring a photo of a beautiful
yellow warbler. We also gained
a great deal of respect for the
people who are dedicated bird
banders.

We eventually reached
the concealed banding
location, with the long
table on which the banders
could work. On this day
we students mainly
watched what Derek and

We started the theory part of
the course at 2 pm on Friday,
had a short break for supper,
and continued until 9 pm. After
explaining the valuable
contributions made by bird

Orange-crowned Warbler in the hand.
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two other experts were doing. To start with we
headed out into the dense bushy area near the
lake. We slogged along through mud that was
every bit as deep and sticky as Derek had
promised, following the track that wound this
way and that way to reach each of the ten mist
nets he had set up in the hour before we
arrived. Each net, somewhat similar to a
badminton net except that it is designed to be
invisible to a bird, is twelve metres wide.
The nets must be checked every 30 - 40
minutes so no bird is left hanging any longer
than that. The morning got hotter and hotter
until it was over 30 degrees, and the repeated
traversing of the route made us realize that
the activity of bird banding could easily
replace a workout at the gym.

That morning the birds trapped in the mist
nets and banded included a robin, a Cedar

Thurs. evening, June 12:
Batwatch at Colony Farm. Sun sets at 9:10.
Please note, this batwatch was originally
scheduled for the Wednesday evening. Join us
at dusk at Colony Farm by the old buildings
(end of Colony Farm Road off the Lougheed
Highway in Coquitlam) to watch and count
the bats. Please arrive about 30 minutes
before sunset. The batwatch continues every
2nd Wednesday (typically) until early
September. This is an interesting activity for
the whole family. Wear warm clothing
because you will be standing still as the air
cools at dusk. Be prepared for mosquitoes -
after all, that's what bats like to eat. See May
14 for details.

Saturday, June 14 at 9 am:
Join the Friends of DeBoville Slough for
another half day of knotweed removal. Once
again, lunch will be provided by Wesbild.

Sunday, June 15 at 1 pm:
Father's Day Tree Walk at Riverview. Meet at
on the uphill side of the Henry Esson Young
(HEY) building. Follow the banners through
the site to the meeting place. From the
Lougheed Highway at Colony Farm Road,
follow Holly Drive through the site (the main
road, sometimes labelled as ““all other
services”) turning uphill at Oak Crescent and
then right to the parking area behind the HEY
building. Sponsored by the Riverview
Horticultural Centre Society.

Tuesday, June 17 at 7:15 pm:

Education-Conservation Committee meets at

Waxwing, a Spotted Towhee, a Purple Finch, a
Song Sparrow, Black-headed Grosbeaks,
Yellow Warblers, and my favorites, Common
Yellowthroats, both male and female.

The rest of the day we spent back in the
classroom, trying to absorb more and more
abstruse details, the knowledge of which was
required for estimating a bird's age.

Sunday morning at 7:30 we met at Derek's
house in North Vancouver. His house is on the
slope of a mountain, right up against the forest,
in which he has set up a number of mist nets.
He wanted us to do our first banding with Pine
Siskins, which are plentiful around his house. It
seems that Pine Siskins struggle and squirm
much less than other birds do, thus are good for
beginners to work with. It was a terrific thrill
for everyone in the class to hold the precious
living birds in our hands and apply our newly-

Announcements:

Elaine's. Bring a sweater; we may sit outside and
do a little bat-watching on the side if the weather
permits.

Sunday, June 22 at 1 pm:
Backyard Walk at Riverview with Don
Gillespie. Explore the more remote corners of
the Riverview Hospital grounds and enjoy the
fabulous naturescaping in Finnie's Garden.
Meet at the HEY building (see June 14 for
directions). Hosted by Burke Mountain
Naturalists.

Tuesday, June 24 at 7:15 pm:
BMN Executive Meeting at Anne's. Bring a
sweater as we may sit outside to enjoy Anne's
garden.

Wed. June 25 from 7 to 9 pm:
Minnekhada Park Association AGM. Join us
at the Minnekhada Lodge-Minnekhada
Regional Park Coquitlam for the Association'
2008 Annual General Meeting. Guest
Speaker- Niall Williams (of BMN) will share
his knowledge of Minnekhada Farm History.
Snacks & refreshments. Meet members of the
MPA and find out about the work they do on
behalf of Minnekhada Regional Park. For
more information contact Mike Griffin, MPA
Chairman, 604 942-5326.

Wednesday evening, June 25:
Batwatch at Colony Farm. Sun sets at 9:20.
See May 14 for details.

Thursday, June 26 at 7:30 pm:

The annual Linden Walk at Riverview. Meet

acquired knowledge to study, measure, and
band them. Everyone in the class was able to
band four or five Pine Siskins. At first I was
tremendously nervous, for fear of hurting the
little birds, and in fact I accidentally let one go
by not holding it securely enough. However I
eventually gained confidence.

The afternoon was spent once more in the
classroom, while Derek presented to us
advanced information that gave us just a hint of
how much more there was to be learned. And
then of course there was the dreaded final
examination!!

I was very much looking forward to this
course, and it met all my expectations and then
some. Now I am looking forward to beginning
my bird banding apprenticeship by
volunteering at Burnaby Lake.

at the HEY building (see June 14 for
directions). Hosted by the Riverview
Horticultural Centre Society.

Wednesday evening, July 9:
Colony Farm Park Association Annual
General Meeting, BBQ, batwatch and brisk
walk to the planted wildlife field at Colony
Farm. See next newsletter for details. Food
should be available from approximately 5 pm
and on. The AGM will start at 7 pm; the
batwatch at 9:10. People interested in viewing
the new growth in the wildlife field planted
last year will have an opportunity to walk to
the site between the AGM and batwatch.

Wednesday evening, July 23:
Batwatch at Colony Farm at 9 pm. See June
12 for details.

Wednesday evening, August
6:

Batwatch at Colony Farm at 8:40 pm. See
June 12 for details.

Wed. evening, August 20:
Batwatch at Colony Farm at 8:10 pm. See
June 12 for details

Wed. evening, September 3:

Batwatch at Colony Farm at 7:50. See June
12 for details.

Remember to watch our website for
updates plus new listings - www.bmn.bc.ca




Nature Feeder Watch...........

From Derek Wilson:

On Tuesday afternoon, May 13, 2008, the day
of the latest BMIN meeting, I was walking my
dog, Roxy, on the “Dead Moped” trail on the
eastern flank of Burnaby Mountain when we
came upon a herd of four deer.

The deer were browsing in a clearing within
the chainlink fence surrounding the PetroCanada
storage tank farm. The deer watched Roxy and
me with their ears erect and their tails twitching.
One deer shook itself vigorously and a misty
white corona of rain water exploded from its
thick coat.

After a few minutes we continued peacefully
on our walk and the deer resumed browsing.

Ian McArthur sent the following note: "On
May 18th, I first noticed Cedar Waxwings in one
of our apple trees and about 12 Band-tailed
Pigeons were feasting on the berries in our holly
tree. The pigeons were flying back and forth
from our neighbour's cedar tree and looked very
awkward as they maneuvered from branch to
branch. On May 25, Deanna and I were having
dinner on our back deck when we were treated
to 20 Cedar Waxwings sitting on the top

branches of our apple tree with the odd one
picking away at the blossoms. A few Band-tailed
Pigeons also made an appearance on this
evening once again eating the holly berries."

And this from Anne Holt: On May 25th, I
drove out along Harris Road toward the dike. I
stopped at the far end of the bridge over the
South Alouette River, parked, crossed the road
and began to walk along the dike looking for
birds. After only a short distance I heard some
unusual singing, but couldn't locate a bird. I
spent some time looking, but with no luck. I had
given up and started back in the other direction
when a bird flew up into a large cottonwood. It
was a male Lazuli Bunting! I then continued
back to the road and a short distance along the
dike in the other direction. Another male Lazuli
Bunting was in a small shrub. At one point both
birds were audible at the same time. Has anyone
else heard or seen Lazuli Buntings outside of
Colony Farm?

Please forward your nature and feeder
sightings to me at Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca,
Phone/fax 604-421-5292/5294 or see me at
meetings or work parties.

Welcome to our new
members!

We are very pleased to welcome the following new members to the club over the past couple of
months.

Coquitlam: Margaret Cerqueira, Faisal & Ruhi Beg
Port Coquitlam: Brad West, Christina & John Saremba
North Vancouver

David & Christelle Hennessey and family
Thanks
Please extend your own personal welcome when you see them at our next meeting, walk or hike!

Carole Edwards, Membership

Rare Bird Alert

By Elaine Golds

RBA is operated by volunteers from Nature Vancouver (including BMN member, Larry Cowan)

and sponsored by Wild Birds Unlimited. Phone the RBA at 604-737-3074 to report unusual sightings.

You can view recent RBA sightings at www.birding.bc.ca. For example, two Lazuli Buntings were
reported at Colony Farm on May 15, right on schedule for their annual arrival.

Explorer Day in May

Banding
Hummingbirds
at Widgeon
Regional Park
Reserve

with master-bander Roy Teo
and BMN member Kiyoshi
Takahashi May 17th, 2008

By Alan Bradaric

y first YNC field trip was great!
We were taught about
hummingbirds and why we catch

them and band them. Later we got to release
the banded birds but when I got to release
one, it wouldn't get out of my hand for a
while. We saw this great big waterfall that let
to this river. We also saw a beaver lodge, but
no beaver anywhere. These things took place
in Widgeon Regional Park Reserve and so
does the following. There was a lake that had
been restored three years ago. The birds
probably drink from it since there are
birdhouses all around it. We saw how they
caught hummingbirds. They would fill a bird
feeder with sugar water and put a net around
it. Then they would wait for a hummingbird
to come eat and then they drop the net and
trap the bird

Alan with a hummingbird on his hand.
Photo by Diana Bradaric
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BMN Hikers - Spring Hikes .. ....o....

UBC Research Forest

s we had been on our first, we were
Ablessed with favourable weather on our

second hike as well: an excursion into
the UBC Research Forest. On Saturday, April
26-the temperature soaring to 19 C or higher-
eight of us made our way to relatively-isolated
Goose Lake, at the forest's western boundary,
and then back again. We travelled for the most
part along sparsely-shaded roads, but, given this
year's harsh winter and cool spring, no one
seemed to mind-at least at first-the prolonged
exposure to the sun's warming rays.

‘We hadn't gone far before stopping at a rocky
bluff overlooking the Pitt River lowlands. The
morning sun was gaining strength and the air
was alive with birdsong. We heard robins and
towhees, an Orange-crowned Warbler too. Just
below us, a Rufous Hummingbird rested atop a
young hemlock. Although we had barely gotten
started, we lingered a long while, soaking up the
sun and straining to identify everything that
chirped, flitted, or flew.

Linda and grouse. Photo by David Mounteney

Resuming our hike, and halfway to the lake, we
approached a major junction (roads G and G40).
As we came to the intersection, those of us in the
lead flushed an apparently female Blue Grouse.
There was the usual beating of wings as the grouse
“flew” from vegetation by the side of the road to
protective cover a little farther away. Those of us in
front carried on, but a moment later those bringing
up the rear called us back. Turning around, we
were startled to see a male grouse in full display
scurrying toward us. As various members of our
group tried to photograph the bird, he became
increasingly agitated and aggressive, resorting to
charging at us and even trying to peck at our pant
legs or, alternatively, strike out with a wing. We
snapped our pictures and continued up the road,
but not without the excited grouse pursuing us for a
considerable distance!

As if seeing the grouse in display wasn't
spectacle enough, when-farther along-we sat
down to rest at the edge of a dry, open field, an
open-winged hawk swooped low from behind us
and perched in a tree in the direction of our
gaze. As we watched, the hawk-probably a Red-
tailed-moved from one perch to another until it
was beyond our sight.

After our encounters with the grouse and the
hawk, our arrival at the lake (as advertised, we
had to do a short “bushwhack” to reach the
actual lakeshore) seemed somewhat
anticlimactic. While the lake was pleasant
enough-and we appreciated that the shoreline's
dry, matted grass was both easy to walk on and
comfortable to lounge or sit in-there proved to
be a paucity of birds. We didn't see any geese
either. The sun was now overhead, and nothing
much was moving-not even our group, which
occupied itself with eating lunch, some of us
given to reverie.

After lunch, we headed back, and prepared
ourselves for another encounter with the male
grouse. He did not disappoint, meeting us
“halfway”” and goading us until we had moved
well beyond his domain.

This time we took the crossroad (G40), the
entrance to which was signed “Road Closed.”
Someone remarked that the BMN Hikers are as
likely to take a road marked “closed” as one that
is not, maybe more likely! But our choice was
not without price: a steady uphill grade in the
heat of the day. As we walked, perspiration
beading up on our foreheads, we also
entertained the thought that by going this way,
we would have to cross Blaney Creek without
benefit of a bridge. The latter concern elicited
one participant's “threat” of retribution: “If we

can't cross the creek, I'll ... !” But as it turned
out, we were able to ford the fast-flowing creek
relatively easily, the leaders grateful they would
live to guide another hike.

Safely on the opposite bank of Blaney Creek,
we left road-walking behind and returned via the
Blue and Yellow trails, in a clockwise direction.
We were now mostly in the woods, crossing a
stream or two along the way. We paused for a
few minutes beside a pond (where the Blue and
Yellow trails meet Road A10), but otherwise
hiked steadily until we reached our cars and a
well-earned rest.

It had been a good day, and one we will not
forget. While, over the years, we have had many
encounters with wildlife, perhaps none has been
so dramatic as our encounter with the male
grouse. Definitely one for the memory bank!

Diez Vistas Trail
n Saturday, May 10, six of us hiked the
ODieZ Vistas Trail. We travelled the
length of the trail (along the top of

Buntzen Ridge) from south to north, and looped
back via the west side of Buntzen Lake.

An initial concern was the availability of the
floating bridge, by which we hoped to cross
Buntzen Lake's south arm and begin our loop.
After hearing conflicting reports regarding its
closure and a further report suggesting the
approach to the bridge was inundated, I had gone
out a few days before to see for myself and
discovered that BC Hydro had begun work on a
new crossing, largely consisting of a rock-and-
earthen dyke. As for the water level, I found it to
be as low as I'd ever seen it, the south arm reduced
to a narrow stream flowing through an as yet
unbridged gap in the dyke. Just upstream, the
remnant of the floating bridge continued to
provide a means of getting across the moving
water. It seemed as though we would be able to do
our hike as planned, but then, as the new crossing
was a work in progress, one couldn't be sure.

On hike day we found that little had changed.
Construction, if it had progressed at all, had done
so only incrementally, and the lake level continued
to be low. We crossed the south arm without major
difficulty, though in getting from the dyke to the
floating bridge and back, we had to step on
strategically-placed pieces of wood to keep from
sinking into the soft mud of the lake bottom.

A second concern was the weather, the forecast
calling for rain showers. But this too proved a
needless worry. It “spat” once or twice, and there




was a two-minute shower near the end of the day;
otherwise, it was mostly dry and the clouds high
enough so as not to obscure any views.

After visiting the trio of viewpoints at the
southern end of Buntzen Ridge-one overlooking
Indian Arm; a second, Sasamat Lake; and the
third, Buntzen Lake's South Beach-we
proceeded on to the Diez Vistas, taking note of
many young white pines along the way. We
heard the Brown Creeper's high-pitched song
and the nuthatch's familiar “yank-yank.”

The first of the Diez Vistas is arguably the
best. It looks directly down on Twin Islands in
Indian Arm, down the arm to Burrard Inlet, and
out across a broad swath of Greater Vancouver.
As we settled in to admire the view, our eyes
caught sight of a half-dozen Turkey Vultures
circling below. As we watched, a group of three
climbed in a tight spiral from water
level-past our perch-up into the sky
before flying north up the arm and
beyond our sight. Quite a thrill!

We breezed past most of the other
viewpoints, where maturing
vegetation limits what one can see,
but paused awhile at Vista No. 5,
which still affords reasonably good
views up and down Indian Arm. We
also stopped at No. 10, not because
there is much to see, but because we
were hungry and in need of
nourishment.

But we also moved along quickly
because we were excited to reach a
“newly available” eleventh vista,
which one of our number, Brent, likes
to call “Vista Electra.” Dropping
down from the heights of the ridge
and approaching the Old Buntzen
Trail, we followed an almost
inconspicuous side path up and over a
rocky rise and out through dense trees

to a moss-covered, rocky bluff. And what a
view! We could look straight down to the roof
of Powerhouse No. 2, across to the range of
mountains that stretches from Seymour to
Howe Sound, and had unimpeded views up and
down Indian Arm. We also had a pretty good
look at most of the west side of Buntzen Ridge
itself. This is a spectacular lookout and
probably deserves to be better known. On the
other hand, it was kind of nice to have it to
ourselves!

After leaving the viewpoint-I took one last
look and saw an eagle fly past (to the south)
just below-we dropped down toward the
powerhouse to have a look at the large holding
tank and the massive pipes that comprise the
facility's waterworks. Then we worked our way
back round to the Old Buntzen Trail, from
which we enjoyed views of beautiful Swan

Falls plunging down the side of Eagle Ridge.
Although we were a bit behind schedule, we
stuck with our plan of returning via Buntzen
Lake's west side, and thus of visiting via a
sketchy side trail another “newly available”
prospect: a splendid overlook of lower Buntzen
Lake and South Beach.

A short while later, as we left the trail proper
and walked out on Pumphouse Road, we
experienced the two-minute rain shower, most
of us not even bothering to break out our
raingear. Before we reached our crossing point,
it had let up. The birds didn't seem much
bothered either. As we stepped onto the dyke,
we heard (I believe) a Wilson's Warbler singing
its little heart out. Despite our initial concerns,
everything worked out just fine. We all had a
most enjoyable day.

The new eleventh viewpoint, “Vista Electra”, on the Diez Vistas trail. Photo by lan McArthur

What a senseless and sickening act of vandalism

by Dave Schutz

n Monday afternoon, June 2nd, I parked
Oat Maquebeak Park and started birding

along the trail and railway tracks
towards Colony Farm Road. When I walked
under the overpass where the Cliff Swallows
nest I was struck by how quiet it was. There
were no swallows. To my dismay I discovered
the nests had been used as target practice by
vandals using a paintball gun! On May 5th there

were 40 to 50 nests under construction. On
Monday only a couple of swallows were visible
at the colony.

Tuesday morning I phoned both Provincial
and Federal enforcement numbers, but was only
able to leave messages. No enforcement officers
were available. I also called Lara Gerrits at The
Tri-City News. Lara was great and immediately
arranged for a photographer to meet me at the

scene of the crime. While we were there a
walker came by and informed us that the
vandalism had stated at least two weeks ago, and
in his opinion occurred more than once. I did get
a return call from a Federal enforcement officer
who said he will investigate the site. I have
heard nothing from our Provincial Government.




Education-Conservation Committee Report .......c..

nce again, we had a busy month of May
Owith many activities on almost every

weekend plus meetings during the week.
We very much appreciate the volunteers who
made it possible for us to participate in the
Fingerling Festival in Port Moody, International
Migratory Bird Day at Colony Farm, the Stoney
Creek Salmon Sendoff in Burnaby and
knotweed removal at DeBoville Slough in
Coquitlam. In addition, our members
volunteered to lead Girl Guides on a nature walk
at Colony Farm and Brownies to explore the
north shore wetlands in Port Moody.

On the last Saturday in May, I had the pleasure
of leading a small group of Brownies in search
of frogs and carnivorous plants in Bert Flinn
Park in Port Moody. While we were
disappointed to not find any sundew -
unfortunately - dogs, bicycles and people have
trampled over such of the area where they once
grew - the girls were excited to see tadpoles and
frogs in the two small wetlands. These wetlands
are among the few remaining local ones that
have not been invaded by non-native bullfrogs. I
was as excited as the girls to once again see the
red-legged frogs I discovered breeding there over
ten years ago. The continuing presence of these
frogs, a species at risk, has been of concern to me
as [ have been told that some school classes
come to these wetlands to collect tadpoles - a
prohibited activity under the provincial wildlife
act. Removing tadpoles from their native habitat
- even if they are only held for a few days and
then returned - reduces their chances of survival
and could introduce diseases.

Our EdCon members and other BMN
volunteers are a very busy and dedicated group
who give up much to their personal time to help
others enjoy and learn about nature.
Nonetheless, I am sure we are all looking
forward to the summer months when there will
be far fewer events and meetings to attend,
almost no newsletter deadlines and more time
simply to enjoy the great outdoors with family
and friends. Have a great summer everyone!

Colony Farm Update

BMN members have likely noticed the dike trail
at Colony Farm on the west side of the Coquitlam
River going north to Pitt River Road has now been
closed. Unfortunately, erosion caused by the river
has resulted in portions of the trail crumbling and
becoming unsafe to use. Because of liability
concerns, MV (formerly GVRD) Parks has now
decided to close this trail.

This delightful trail has strong “BMN” origins.
When we were campaigning for the protection of
Colony Farm in the early 1990s and leading
public “walkabouts” at the Farm so that others
would also develop an appreciation for the area,
Don Gillespie and Doug Bennie (Dave's father,
now deceased) decided to create a trail from Pitt
River Road along the west bank of the Coquitlam
River to Mundy Slough in the Farm. The area was

completely overgrown with mostly blackberry
brambles so you can imagine what a challenging
job it was to clear. Don, Doug and a few other
volunteers had nicks, scrapes and scars on their
arms all summer long as evidence of their hard
work!

To complete the trail where small streams
flowed from Riverview into the River, we
obtained discarded lumber from the City of
Coquitlam that we floated down the river from the
Red Bridge and pushed into place as small
footbridges. Since 1995 when GVRD Parks
assumed ownership of Colony Farm, upgrades to
this trail have been undertaken. When the official
PoCo trail on the Port Coquitlam side of the River
was closed a few years ago due to still ongoing
dispute between Kwikwetlem First Nation and the
City of Port

people to use instead of having a trail along the
river. Concerns were raised by those who attended
this meeting (and a subsequent meeting of the
Colony Farm Wildlife Committee) about negative
impacts on wildlife habitat that could come from
creating a footpath through the middle of the
paddock. In general, people felt that it would be
preferable to keep the trail where it is presently
located along the riverbank. At this point, it is not
clear how - or even if - this grant will be used to
enhance habitat at Colony Farm.

Upper Pitt River Update

It seems like this issue never quite gets
resolved and we must never let up our ongoing
vigilance for the Upper Pitt. Since our last
newsletter, Katzie First Nation has filed a

Coquitlam, the
D&D trail (as we
call it) became the
unofficial PoCo trail.

MYV Parks has
learned that the dike
on which the D&D
trail was built is not
aregistered dike so,
instead, they are
now calling it a
berm. However, it
remains unclear, if
they undertake work
to restore this berm,
what standard of
construction they
would be required to

meet. Thus,

considerable -

clearing of vegetation A mountain of debris is loaded on a barge the size of which dwarfs the large
could be required and truck being unloaded. photo by Elaine Golds

a large amount of fill

might have to be trucked it. This also makes
restoration of the trail a potentially very expensive
project. Unfortunately, until these matters are
resolved and funds found to complete the work,
we expect this trail will remain closed.

At a recent Colony Farm Park Association
meeting, we learned of tentative plans to enhance
habitat and improve trails in the second “sheep
paddock”. Three such paddocks are located north
of Mundy Slough on the west side of the
Coquitlam River. Apparently, years ago, when
Colony Farm was farmed, this area was used as
pasture for sheep as the ground was too wet for
cattle...hence, their designation as “sheep
paddocks”. Tony Matalijah of the North Fraser
Salmon Assistance Society received a $150,000
grant from BC Hydro's Bridge Coastal Fund to
enhance fish and wildlife habitat in the second
sheep paddock in a manner similar to what had
been done in the first sheep paddock a few years
ago. One suggestion was to take the dredged
material from creating fish channels and use it to
create a path through the sheep paddocks for

statement of claim against the provincial
government regarding Minister's Penner
decision to not allow a hydroelectric
transmission line through Pinecone Burke Park.
Their claim appears to be based on (1) they
intended to sign an agreement with Run of
River, Inc. over the proposed private power
project which would have provided economic
benefits to them and, (2), the co-management
agreement they signed in 1995 with the
provincial government over Pinecone Burke
Park would give them the authority to make
decisions about transmission lines. In fact, this
co-management agree only pertains to park-
related activities, not activities prohibited in
parks. Thus, we don't think they have a strong
case to take to the government.

In addition to this Katzie statement of claim,
Jako Krushnisky, the CEO of Run of River, Inc.,
has been indulging himself in a lengthy, and
apparently, mostly one-sided correspondence
with the Premier and Minister Penner on the
Upper Pitt power project. Obviously, he is not




happy with the government's decision but I don't
think that writing several letters of up to 13
pages in length over the past month complaining
about the “unfairness of the procedural process”
and suggesting they could all “end up in court”
is likely to win him much support from the
provincial government. However, these
initiatives have garnered him some attention in
the press in articles in which we have been
labeled as “outside agitators” for going to Pitt
Meadows to stand up to protect a park which we
had a large role in getting established! A letter
from Victoria Otton, our President, responding
to some of these ridiculous suggestions was

published in the Tri-City News on May 30.

You can read about our wonderful trip to the
Upper Pitt elsewhere in the newsletter. Our
weekend trip coincided with the loading of one
very large barge with garbage from the Upper
Pitt. The garbage, mostly of old rusted-out truck
bodies and a huge number of old tires required
many trips of a semi-trailer truck over about a 3-
4 day period. No one was sure why garbage
removal on such a grand scale was happening
but we were all delighted to witness it! The
Upper Pitt will be a much more attractive and
less toxic place with all this debris removed. I

Upper Pitt Weekend Getaway

by Elaine Golds

Thanks to the organizing efforts of Gill
Richardson, several BMN members had a
wonderful weekend in the Upper Pitt in
late May. As we were unable to get the required
14-16 people from BMN members alone, we
were also joined by a few others for a beautiful
weekend at the Pitt River Lodge. We traveled by
water taxi from Grant Narrows on Friday

Can you count the hummers? photo by Bruce Brandhorst

afternoon. This water taxi, operated by a resident
in the Upper Pitt can carry up to 8 people with
room for bikes and other gear. Because of fuel
costs, a one-way trip costs $200 so it's important
to get this organized as a group! The trips up and
down the Lake go through some truly beautiful
scenery with waterfalls and spectacular granite
cliffs. To our delight, the arbutus trees along the
shore towards the north end of the lake (the most
easterly arbutus in Canada) were in full bloom.

We stayed with Dan and Lee Gerak at the Pitt
River Lodge. Some of us camped in tents, others
stayed in cabins where they could cook their own
meals while others luxuriated by staying in the
lodge and being wined and dined by Lee Gerak,
Dan's wife. While at the lodge, we enjoyed
campfires by the river, watching an amazing
number of hummingbirds at their feeders and
taking short walking trips to local sites. Formal
activities included a delightful half-day raft trip
down the river (past most of the tributaries where

power projects had been proposed) or trips to the
hot springs and Dan and Lee's smaller lodge
(under construction) on a ridge overlooking Blue
Creek close to the boundary of Garibaldi Park.
With all the snowmelt, the river was high and
flooding into the hot springs which cooled them
down considerably. Freshet is not the optimal
time for a visit to the hot springs!

Niall undertook a
lengthy investigative
hike into the East
Corbold drainage
while my husband,
Bruce, was content to
spend almost all his
time fishing at
several sites (all
catch and release)
that he reached by
bike. Because of
liability concerns and
insurance costs, the
Geraks no longer
offers canoe trips to
Red Slough or bikes

had an opportunity to chat with one of the crew
involved in the removal. He told us it was taking
place because the provincial government had
informed the logging company that renewal of
their permits required all the garbage to be
hauled away. If this is true, it seems very
sensible because the provincial government
recently had to cover removal costs for garbage
from a site in the logging camp that had eroded
and was discharging harmful waste material into
the Upper Pitt River. As of newsletter deadline, I
was unable to confirm from if this was, in fact,
the reason behind the garbage removal.

for cycling on the logging roads. However,
people are welcome to bring their own bikes.
Only one of us did so, but, had we known how
much room there was on the water taxi, I expect
more people would have brought bikes with
them. A cycle trip up to the hot springs would
make for some good exercise and pleasant
scenery along the way. For people who wish to
learn more about our delightful weekend
adventure, I expect we will have a Take Five
presentation at BMIN meeting in the fall.
Apparently, there is already talk of possibly
planning a trip for next spring. Dan and Lee have
created a wonderful little oasis in the wild and
spectacular Upper Pitt...it was a real treat to be
there, especially for pleasure, rather than a threat
that required our attention.

While this won't be a complete list of wildlife,
some people saw black bears; one person saw an
elk (elk were introduced back to the Upper Pitt
several years ago and are now thriving). People on
one rafting trip were amazed to see a seal in the
upper part or the river not far from the hot springs.
We saw Spotted Sandpipers and eagles along the
river. At the lodge, we saw several birds including
hummers, robins, cowbirds, Red-breasted
Sapsucker plus heard grosbeaks, thrushes and tree
frogs. Ducks were also seen along the river and
western toad tadpoles in a dirty pond at the
logging camp attracted our attention.

Pitt River Lodge, main building. Long ago, the charming cedar stump was once the outhouse before

plumbing was installed. photo Bruce Brandhorst
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Looking Back: Excerpts from previous June newsletters

in the BMN Archives by Anne Holt
June 1989 (19 years ago)

from the “Editorial” by Christine Hanrahan

For the naturalist, summer offers a time to get
out and enjoy nature's bounty. Whether you
enjoy birds, plants, wildflowers, mammals,
reptiles, insects, or all of the above and more,
now is the opportunity to watch, listen, and
learn more about the natural world around us;
the REAL world! [After reading the above
statement from Christine, I am including only
nature related items in this report.]

June 1991 (17 years ago)

from “Minnekhada Field Trip:
14th April,'|99l " by Marjorie Griffin

On the above date, Terry Taylor, botanist, led
us on a study of the plant life in Minnekhada
Park, with emphasis on the many mosses,
liverworts and lichens of the area.

For me, the most exquisite moss is
Hylocomium splendens, and one of the few
having an English name - Step Moss. This
forms extensive mats in Minnekhada and can be
found growing up the bases of trees.

We learned that many plants “resemble”
mosses and are mistakenly called mosses. The
so-called “club-mosses” are actually leafy green
plants. “Reindeer Mosses” are lichens. Of the
two forms of liverwort, thalose and leafy, the
latter can be mistaken for a moss.

If you are feeling confused by all this,
remember, one does not have to be an expert to
appreciate the beauty of these special plants.
Just as subtle shadings enrich a tapestry, they
enrich the beauty of our forests.

June 1994 (14 years ago)

from “Wildlife Sightings”

by Marjorie Griffin

Port Moody: A BMN member reports a black
capped chickadee brood successfully raised in a
nesting box. The nesting box had been lined
with wood shavings (as per expert advice).
However, before taking up residence, the
chickadees removed the shavings and re-lined
the box with a cozy mix of moss, hair and
feathers. A pair of tree swallows that had shown
an interest in the nesting box whilst the
chickadees were in residence (despite vacant
boxes nearby), promptly moved in as the
chickadee brood moved out. The tree swallows
are presently raising a family. .......

June 1995 (13 years ago)

from “An Addington Sunrise”
by Larry Cowan

...... This conversation led to the promise of a
dawn birding outing and we agreed to a 4:30
a.m. start at the Minnekhada Park, Quarry Rd.
parking lot. Major attractions of an early start
are hearing bats feeding above you in the dark

and the slowly growing chorus of bird song as
the day lightens. At this time of day, before the
sun brightens the sky, birders must rely on their
ears to do their identifying........

Our next destination was Addington Marsh
look-out from which most of the marsh is
visible. This look-out proved to be a great stop.
The shelter being at tree-top height, it treated us
to Black-headed Grosbeak, Warbling Vireo,
Orange-crowned, Wilson's and Yellow-rumped
Warblers at close range. A group of Western
Tanagers kept us hunting the tree tops to find
the source of their calls. A Dark-eyed Junco and
an uncommon Chipping Sparrow shared a dead
shrub just below the shelter. Virginia Rail,
Common and Hooded Mergansers, Osprey,
Bald Eagle and a distant calling Sandhill Crane
were also added to our list.

We now headed back down to the dyke after
witnessing a gorgeous sunrise over the Golden
Ears. ........

June 1999 (9 years ago)

from “Fish and Colony Farm
Regional Park”by Rick Simpson

........ Summary: So far, ten species of fish have
been found in Colony Farm in ditches, in Mundy
Creek and in the Coquitlam River main-stem in
the four kilometre corridor through Colony Farm
Regional Park near the mouth of the Coquitlam
River. Additional work will undoubtedly
discover more fish species in the park.

The ten fish species are: Threespine
Stickleback; Prickly Sculpin; Northern
Squawfish (a favourite food of Osprey); River
Lamprey; Coho Salmon; Chinook Salmon;
Steelhead Trout; Rainbow Trout; Sea-run
Cutthroat Trout; and Resident Cutthroat Trout....

June 2006 (2 years ago)

from “Enjoying the Outdoors

with BMN” by Elaine Golds

In late May we had a wonderful trip around
Port Moody harbour and up Indian Arm to
Granite Falls with Captain Rod MacVicar in the
MYV Ocean Watch. ......A highlight of the trip for
me was a visit to the Marine Mammal Centre at
Reed Point where Steller's Sea Lions are being
studied. ......

Along Indian Arm we saw Harlequin Ducks,
Pigeon Guillemot, White-winged as well as
Surf Scoters plus black bears along the beach.
We felt deceivingly remote from urban life in
Geater Vancouver........ It was one of the lowest
tides of the year so we had spectacular views of
the marine life on the pilings at Rocky Point on
our return. The water level was well below even
the mussel zone (which is below the barnacles)
so we had great views of sea anemones and sea
stars. Rod was a terrific tour guide; his love and
knowledge of the marine environment
impressed all of us.
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