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A Tragic Year for the Purple Martin ...........

y first spotting of Purple Martin (PUMA)
this year was on May 4, when Ruth
oster invited me to view the eelgrass

planting by Pacific Wildlife Foundation at Rocky
Point. This was the first day I saw martins, and it
was a week or two later than previous years. |
counted about 65 PUMA on this day, which is
somewhat more than last year. This group of
martins may have just arrived in the Lower
Mainland and were checking around for nest sites.
I was very delighted, as these were all ASY (After
Second Year birds) and we expected numbers
would double when SY (Second Year) birds arrived
in June.

However, my dream came short as many of the
earlier arrival birds disappeared from their regular
nesting sites by the middle of May, and on one day
I could see only a few PUMA in the entire Rocky
Point area. Suzanne Charest, a Port Moody
resident and volunteer, who had been monitoring
PUMA closely every week, sometimes twice a
week, reported the number declined until early July.
During this period, I was searching for martins at
sites elsewhere in the Lower Mainland, e.g. Blackie
Spit, Iona Island, Stave River, Nicomen Slough,
Eagle Point on the Harrison, and Cheam Lake,
where we had some new boxes installed early this
winter. At populated locations, such as Rocky
Point and Blackie Spit, martins were inactive,
perching on boxes at most of the times when I saw
them. However, lona Island was an exception and
martins were flying around actively from late May
on. Weather in June was no better as the warm
temperatures did not last any more than two or
three days - not long enough for insects to hatch.
Reports on poor martin populations were flowing
in from Vancouver Island, too.

Another change I noticed this year was a higher
than usual number of songbirds in backyard

feeders, as some of neighbours commented as well.
Yet I personally felt the numbers of birds and
insects in fields were noticeably lower compared to
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normal years. I definitely noticed low numbers of
insects from April until August as I could not find
these, my favourite photo subjects, in the field.
Mosquitos were one exception, as most likely cool,
wet weather kept wet spots for them to breed better

than usual.

After checking activities of PUMA in each of
three sites, banding
dates were chosen
according to the
tide condition at
each location. The
following is a
simple summary of
data on the number
of nest boxes and
number of chicks
to illustrate change
of population for
two years.

It was puzzling
as why there was
such a good
number of breeding
PUMA in Iona
Island this year
compared to sites
elsewhere. Martins
are insectivorous,

heavily rely on

larger insects, i.e.

moths and dragonflies in our region as their main
foods, but poor weather prevented these insects
from hatching at the time of their arrival and/or

time of eggs hatching. But why did Iona provide a

No. of nest boxes

No. of PUMA banded

No. of PUMA banded

Location 2008 2008 2007
Rocky Point 7 24 22 boxes (17+48=65)
lona Island 21 66 + 10 (2nd banding)12 boxes (38 banded
; ; 14 boxes (28+9 too
Blackie Spit 2 + 4 (poor cond.) 6 + 7 (poor cond.) vouna)
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reasonable feeding ground for PUMA despite such
a cool spring-summer? I have not had a chance to
actually check water conditions on the ponds in the
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sewage treatment plant but I strongly suspect the
treated sewage water provides nutrients and a
somewhat warmer temperature to promote insects
to breed better than other locations in such poor

PUMA pair took a new nest box in May 28, but could not make it.

weather. Whatever the reason, we sadly discovered
many dead adults as well as chicks in nest boxes in
all locations including Iona, many more than in
normal years in the past.

Another sad note is the loss of
a pair of PUMA at Stave River,
the first fresh water site where a
pair of martin successfully
hatched four chicks last year. On
May 28 this year, a pair of
PUMA was spotted at the same
last year's site on the Stave River
estuary by Philip Little of
FVSES. We immediately raised
a box to avoid the annual
flooding of the Fraser. The pair
took the new box that we raised
above flood level within few
seconds after installation.
However, as cool weather
continued from late May into
June, the pair disappeared.

I continued checking all these
eight sites until July 20 without
any good news. During July, I
noticed a few martins were flying
over to the shore and nibbling
something on top of trees in
Blackie Spit, Maplewood Flat and Rocky Point. At
first I thought they were finding insects, but I
enlarged photos and was surprised to find a few
adult birds were taking small coin-sized pieces of
leaves to their nests. About ten martins kept flying

back and force between trees and nests on Rocky
Point during my stay there for 30 minutes. It was
very unusual but appeared to me they were feeding
chicks with young leaves?!

The poor weather not only affected PUMA, but
had an impact on the Osprey on Dolphin A in
Rocky Point. They started incubating in early
April, but the poor weather continued during their
incubation through the middle of May, and they
abandoned the nest in mid June. Strangely,
hummingbirds thrived well with a nearly 20%
increase in the number trapped and banded this
year at Widgeon Marsh, the site we have been
monitoring for the last four years between May and
early August. Tree Swallows seemed to be doing
better this year as well in the same location, at least
for nesting numbers, and it appears that the
restoration of the pond in front of residence seemed
to help improve the insect population, as larvae in
the shallow pond looked abundant.

Is such strange behaviour of birds a sign of
GLOBAL WARMING? I hesitate to relate
everything to it, but such a sudden change
definitely causes a lot of stress to all living
creatures. [ sincerely hope we have a better next
year for sake of wildlife.

I finally put together and web album using
photos relating to PUMA. This is a private album
and only persons who have following address can
open it.

http://picasaweb.google.com/kiyocoq/PUMARe
cord?authkey=76NCsMWma2M

In Memoriam - Don Moore . sumcu

summer at which I saw a number of BMN

members - a memorial service for Don
Moore, an engineer with Wesbild. Don was a
truly an upbeat guy with a great passion for the
outdoors. I recall him telling me how delighted
he was to discover a bat roosting in the place
where the key was hidden for his family's
weekend cabin in the Nahatlatch Valley...and
that this required making a new hiding place for
the key to avoid disturbing the bat again. Don
came to Wesbild with the idea of making
stormwater (i.e., rainwater) management more
environmentally-friendly as Wesbild moved to
develop the lower slopes of Burke Mountain.
He was instrumental in organizing a workshop
on this topic at Douglas College several years
ago and was always ready to show how well his
demonstration rain garden functioned at the
Wesbild office site on Westwood Plateau in
Coquitlam.

There was one very sad gathering this

Don clearly enjoyed working with others and
believed better environmental protection would
follow if stream stewardship groups had
opportunities to work more closely with
developers. He involved BMN members with
Wesbild to clean out discarded trash from a
tributary of Hyde Creek some time ago. Don
was our key liaison with Wesbild for many
knotweed removal volunteer days undertaken at
DeBoville Slough. Without Don's involvement,
it is doubtful that Friends of DeBoville Slough

would have such tremendous support from
Wesbild. Thanks to his involvement, Wesbild
has provided considerable staff time and heavy
machinery as well as a great lunch as the end of
each weed-whacking event.

Always interested in new challenges, Don
decided to leave Wesbild and had just started
working with the City of Coquitlam when he
passed away suddenly on July 4. At the young
age of 49, it was clearly a most untimely
passing. He will be much missed in our
community.

New: Email Delivery
Option for the BMN
Newsletter

Does anyone want to receive
their copy of the BMN
newsletter in their 'inbox'
instead of via Canada Post?

If so, and if you are a paid-up
BMN member, please email
Carole
(caroleedwards@shaw.ca) to
let her know.

Editor's Note:

A very big thank you to David
Mounteney for stepping in on short
notice to do this month's layout
while our regular layout artist,
Brigitte Breuer, enjoys an end-of-
summer holiday. Thank you David!
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Wednesday, September 10 at 7 pm:

Colony Farm Park Association Board of
Directors Meeting at Metro Vancouver Park's
Avalon office near Burnaby Lake. All
members of the Park Association are welcome
to attend Board meetings. Contact Elaine for
more details.

Saturday, September 13 from
8:30 am to noon:

Join Larry Cowan and Nature Vancouver
members for a birding trip to DeBoville
Slough through to Minnekhada Regional Park.
Expect to see fall migrants. Highlights on
previous outings have been sooty grouse
(2005) and Lewis's woodpecker (2007). Meet
Larry in the parking area at Victoria and Cedar
Drives in Port Coquitlam at 8:30 am. Some
vehicles will be positioned in the Minnekhada
gravel parking lot off Quarry Rd. for the return
trip. Contact Larry Cowan at 604-465-1402.

Monday or Tuesday, September
15 or 16 (2?), 7-9 pm:

Port Moody's Environmental Protection
Committee Task Force will apparently meet
again, this time to hear an overview of the
process in Ottawa that led to a decision to
develop a 400 tonne/day garbage gasification
facility there, hear a summary presentation of
the Plasco Energy Group and review
previously unanswered questions. As has been
the case with previous meetings, the public is
invited to attend and will likely have an
opportunity to provide comments towards the
end of the meeting. Correct date and meeting
location to be announced (check City website
for details).

Tuesday, September 16 at 7:15 pm:

BMN Conservation Committee Meeting at
Elaine's. Hottest topic is likely to be the
proposed garbage gasification plant in Port
Moody. We will also be getting ourselves
organized for upcoming events. If this
meeting conflicts with one of Port Moody's
garbage gasification meetings, we will attempt
to change the date of the EdCon meeting.

Thursday, September 18 at 7 pm:
Friends of DeBoville Slough meet at the
Pinetree Community Centre in Coquitlam.
Contact Dave at 604-941-2498 or see
www.fodbs.org for more information.

Saturday, September 20, 10am-4 pm:

Join members of the Delta Farm and Wildlife
Trust for "A Day at the Farm Festival" on the
Westham Island Herb Farm, 4690 Kirkland
Road, Westham Island in Delta. Over 30
exhibitors are expected to be present including
conservation groups and government agencies.
While you are on Westham Island, remember
to also visit the Reifel Migratory Bird
Sanctuary and have a perfect day in the
country.

Saturday, September 20:

BMN Hike to Blue Mountain. Although we
have made a couple of trips on Blue Mountain,
we have yet to exhaust its many attractions.
Besides the summit views, these include lush

Announcements:

second growth forest and a couple of sparkling
lakes. On this moderate hike we will aim for
the largest lake, which is some distance east of
the summit. To reach the lake we will need to
walk off-trail for a kilometre or so. Roundtrip
distance is about 22.5 km (13.9 mi) but the
elevation gain is just 520 m (1700 ft). We will
meet at 8:00 am. Return 6:00 pm. For more
information contact Ian (604-939-4039 or
imcart@telus.net).

Sunday, September 21 from
11am - 4pm:

The Annual TreeFest Event at Riverview.
Please join us for this year's community
celebration of Riverview's magnificent trees
and heritage buildings and help us to ensure
the site remains protected and dedicated to
mental health care. Be sure to visit spectacular
Finnie's Garden to enjoy all the work of the
volunteers who maintain and enhance this
special place. We will need help at our BMN
display; in addition, volunteers may be needed
to help out elsewhere during the event. Please
contact Carole Edwards (604-461-3864) if you
can help.

Tuesday, September 23 at 7:15 pm:

BMN Executive Meeting at Anne's.

Saturday, September 27 from 9-
Noon:

Join the Friends of DeBoville Slough for a
Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup at the
Slough. See www.fodbs.org for more info.

September 28, Noon-4 pm

(probably, confirm start and end times in
local newspapers): Celebrate BC Rivers Day
at Port Coquitlam's Peace Park on the lower
Pitt River. We will be there with the BMN
display and children's activities. This event
usually provides an opportunity to take a ride
by Douglas Island in a paddle wheeler.

September 28 from 1-4 pm at
Como Lake:

Celebrate BC Rivers Day at Como Lake
with the Como Lake Watershed Society in
Coquitlam. We have been invited to attend
this event but we will require volunteers to be
able to participate. If you can help, please
phone Elaine at 604-937-3483.

Saturday, October 4 from 9 am-
noon:

Join the Friends of DeBoville Slough for the
last knotweed removal session of the season.
Meet at the kiosk on the north dyke a few steps
away from the corner of Victoria and Cedar
Drives. This may also be a good opportunity
to see spawning salmon in Hyde or Cedar
Creeks.

Saturday, October 4 and Sunday,
October 5:

BC Citizens for Public Power presents:
MORE POWER TO YOU, a provincial

conference for community and environmental
activists organizing to protect public power
and wild salmon rivers in BC at the Simon
Fraser University Harbour Centre in
downtown Vancouver. Cost: $50 (includes
lunch and resource binder). Presenters include
BMN members Mark Haddock and Elaine
Golds in addition to John Calvert (author of
Liquid Gold), Rafe Mair and others. For more
information, see
www.citizensforpublicpower.ca

Sunday, October 5:

BMN Hike to Munro Lake Viewpoint &
Dennett Lake. While it is true that we hiked to
the newly discovered Munro Lake Viewpoint
last year, it is such a fine vantage point that
making a return visit this year doesn't seem too
soon. On this moderately strenuous hike we
will make our way to the viewpoint - with its
fine prospects of Munro Lake and the Golden
Ears group - and also visit nearby Dennett
Lake. Roundtrip distance is 12 km (7.5 mi)
with an elevation gain of 900 m (2960 ft). We
will meet at 8:00 am. Return at 5:00 pm. For
more information contact Ian (604-939-4039
or imcart@telus.net).

Tuesday, October 14 at 7:30 pm:

BMN Monthly Meeting at Como Lake
United Church (see Sept 9 for location). Guest
speaker will be noted author and naturalist,
Anne Murray, who will present a slide show
on her new book, "Tracing our Past ~ A
Heritage Guide to Boundary Bay". In her
presentation, Anne will provide a historical
and ecological "tour" through the Fraser Delta
- Boundary Bay landscape. Her new book is a
companion to her popular previous book, "A
Nature Guide to Boundary Bay". For many
years, Anne has been an outstanding champion
for preserving the natural landscape of Delta
and surrounding areas. Anne will have copies
of her book for sale (price - $27, I think) and
be available for signing.

Sunday, October 19:

BMN Hike to Coquitlam Lake View for Trail
Maintenance. This is one more day spent on
Burke Mountain doing some necessary trail
maintenance. We will make it to the trail's end
where Coquitlam Lake and Colony Farm are
within view. Roundtrip distance is
approximately 9.4 km (5.8 mi) with an
elevation gain of 580 m (1905 ft). We will
meet at 8:00 am. Return at 4:00 pm. For more
information contact Ian (604-939-4039 or
imcart@telus.net).

Tuesday, November 11 at 7:30 pm:

BMN Monthly Meeting (see Sept 9 for
location). Guest speaker will be
photographer, Ron Long, who will present a
slide show on the natural history of Death
Valley. Straddling the California and Nevada
border, Death Valley is the lowest, driest and
hottest national park in the USA.

For updates and other events of interest,
check our website www.bmn.bc.ca.
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Looking Back:
Excerpts from previous

The following items are from
BMN's first 10 years, 1989 -1999.

Sept. 1989 (19 years ago)
from the "Editorial" by Christine Hanrahan

Summer's end means the beginning of a new
season for the Burke Mountain Naturalists
and we'd like to extend a warm welcome to
our members both old friends and new.
We've got some exciting monthly meetings
lined up for you (beginning with our Sept.
presentation on the Khutzeymateen), as well
as a number of interesting outings. We
hope to see all of you out in force for these
events!

[I think Christine's welcome is timely for
every September!]

Sept. 1991 (17 years ago)

from "What Regional Parks?" by Mary
Trainer Information Officer, GVRD Parks

"Regional Parks? - never heard of 'em!" is a
phrase I frequently hear. Many Lower
Mainlanders simply don't know they exist,
and often confuse them with provincial or
municipal parks. And yet, sixteen
sensational parks beckon at our backdoor -
spread throughout the GVRD from Crippen
on Bowen Island in the West, to Matsqui
Trail in the east.

Four Regional Parks are within easy driving
distance of club members; Belcarra, Kanaka
Creek, Burnaby Lake and Minnekhada.

There's plenty to do at Belcarra, where 9
km. of ocean shoreline are ideal for fishing,
picnicking, hiking and marine exploration.
From the main picnic area, scenic trails
wind south along the water's rocky edge to
Admiralty Point and North to Jug Island
Beach. Sasamat Lake is part of Belcarra,
with White Pine Beach a popular swimming
spot, and you can walk around the lake or
cross it on a newly constructed boardwalk.

Aug. 1993 (16 vears ago)

by Paul van Peenen (This was the first
issue of our Aug. newsletters)

"New Team to Produce Newsletters" By

newsletters . me ror

Paul van Peenen

...... Christine Hanrahan's departure left
rather a large pair of shoes to be filled but
several members came forward to volunteer
their time and keep the newsletter going. In
all there's 6 of us: Susan Norie, Brigitte
Breuer [yes, the same Brigette Breuer who
is still helping with our newsletter today!],
Lynn Holt, Lori Austin and Deanna Thomas.
That leaves me as the (collectively
appointed) editor. I hope seven years of
working at various newspapers taught me
enough to pull this off. ...

from the Aug. 1996 newsletter (12
years ago)

"An August Midnight" by Thomas Hardy
(1899)

A shaded lamp and a waving blind,

And the beat of a clock from a distant floor:
On this scene enter - winged, horned and
spined -

A longlegs, a moth, and a dumbledore;
While 'mid my page there idly stands

A sleepy fly, that rubs its hands....

Thus meet we five, in this still place,

At this point of time, at this point in space.
- My guests besmear my new penned line,
Or bang at the lamp and fall supine.
"God's humblest, they!' I muse. Yet why?
They know Earth -secrets that know not L.

Sept.1997 (11 years ago)
"Something Special from the Mailbag"

Have you seen the Fall '97 issue of Beautiful
British Columbia magazine? It contains a
great article by Vancouver Sun reporter
Dawn Hanna on Pinecone Burke Provincial
Park; "A Suburban Wilderness Saved", with
photography by Chris Laustrup - and
includes a full -page photo of our newly
named Gillespie Peak. The article caught the
eye of Greg Osborne of Nepean, Ontario,
and inspired him to send us the following
letter along with a cheque for $100.

Dear Naturalists,

Thank you for your successful efforts in the
creation of Pinecone Burke Park. I see from
the latest issue of Beautiful B.C. magazine

that your success actually occurred in 1995.

As a native of Port Coquitlam, our family
has enjoyed this beautiful backyard
wilderness for many years. My fondest
memories are family hikes and Scout
camping trips in the area, and I still venture
out on my return to my home town.

Please accept the enclosed cheque to assist
your group's continued efforts. Now if only
there was a way to check the continued
urban/suburban sprawl..... Thank you.

Sincerely, Greg Osborne

Aug. 1998 (10 years ago)

"The Continuing Saga of Sky Train and
Miller Ravine" by Elaine Golds

During the month of July, BMN had a
terrific exhibit on Miller Ravine on display
in the Poirier Library. Thanks very much to
Victoria Otton and Joan Spira who put it
together on short notice. The display was
dismantled just in time to be reassembled at
my home for a meeting between Transit
officials and some members of the BMN
Conservation Committee. We learned little
from this meeting except that public
consultation will start soon and that a
(likely) exemption from an Environmental
Assessment will be a Cabinet decision. .....

Sept. 1999 (9 years ago)

"Letter of the Month, .....to the Editor" by
Elaine Golds

One of our local editors told me that people
in our community should be writing more
letters - especially those whose names the
editors don't recognize (this was a polite hint
to me not to write a letter on a particular
issue!). Democracy works only when
people participate. I know that we have
BMN members who have well thought-out
points of view on many issues - | know that
because you talk to me at our meetings! So
why not put your views down on paper?
....Politicians read the letters to the editor
(just like we do) because it gives them a
sense of how people feel..... So -be a
person of influence - write a letter to the
Editor some time this month. There is sure
to be an issue that provokes you.....




BMN Trail Maintenance/Hike: Woodland Walk b v somsen

n Saturday, May 31-by anyone's
Oestimate a gorgeous day-we had our first

trail maintenance outing of the year,
readying the Woodland Walk for June 8's annual
public hike. There were seven of us, with an
eighth potential labourer joining us late in the
day (after the work was done!).

We found the trail to be for the most part in
good shape. We sawed through some small-
diameter windfall and did some minor brush-
cutting, mostly on the upper portion of the loop
section. We also took the time to drain a few
puddles that had pooled here and there along the
path.

But our first and biggest project was to find a
way to ease the crossing of a fairly-high
Pritchett Creek. The original culverted crossing
has been gone for several years, and we deemed

Pritchett Creek Crossing
Photo by Faisal Beg

David Mounteney swingin;g the axe.
Photo by Faisal Beg

the mountain bike "bridges" that have appeared
both above and below the usual ford too
dangerous. Previously, Ian had covered a
couple of boards with a non-slip surface, and
this, anchored between midstream rocks, had
been sufficient to help people negotiate the
trickiest part. Although, shortly after its
inaugural use, the plank had gone missing, lan
had searched for it and discovered that
mountain bikers were using it as a ramp some

distance upstream. Now a year later, we
relocated it and brought it back down to the

ford. Then lan, using a rope, was able to haul it

back into place.

Of the seven who went as far as the falls, five
of us continued steeply up in the open forest

beside a wildly cascading Coho Creek to some
rock bluffs that Paul (who was not on the
present trip) and I had found the year before. It
was still cool in the forest, so it felt good to be
able to sit and eat our lunch in the sun. When
Paul and I had visited the bluffs, cloud had
obscured any possible views. But this time one
could see the dam and lower part of Coquitlam
Lake, the length of Eagle Ridge, and, in the
distance, some high rise buildings, probably
located in Burnaby. While we lunched, a small
flock of Pine Siskins foraged in the tops of trees
whose continued growth will eventually reduce
the scope of what one can see. Later, a
hummingbird flew right up to us and then away.

As there was less trail work to be done on the
lower portion of the loop, we had time to
botanize a bit. We noted a number of shrubs,
such as thimbleberry, salmonberry, and salal.
We found a few flowers-foamflower, miner's
lettuce, yellow wood violet-in bloom. And we
identified several ferns, including bracken, lady,
sword, and deer.

As for wildlife: Besides the species
mentioned above, we saw or heard robins,
Pacific-slope Flycatchers, and a grouse.
Warblers, too. But our best sighting came near
the end of the day, at the start of the Woodland
Walk proper: a meadow vole!

Once again, a good day. Great camaraderie, a
bit of hard work, lots of opportunity to enjoy
wild flora and fauna.

THE GOLD MINER, THE
SCOTSMAN AND THE PROMISE
OF RIVERVIEW

t Treefest this year Val Adolph will tell

Ahe story of how Henry Esson Young and
ohn Davidson united to create the

Provincial Mental Hospital and its Lands at the
site now known as Riverview. She will cover
the concepts of dealing with mentally ill people
at that time, and how these concepts have
changed, contrasting this with the constancy of
the healing power of a beautiful natural
environment - for everyone, not just the
mentally ill. Come and hear Ms. Adolph relate
her first-hand experience and observations at
Riverview. There will be time for questions
after her presentation at 1:00 PM in the Henry
Esson Young building.

Val Adolph is a retired Riverview employee
and a founding member of the Riverview
Horticultural Centre Society. She is an award-
winning speaker, historian and author who has
been involved in the publishing of 12 non-
fiction books.

Treefest will be held on Sunday, September 21
from 11 to 4 on the Riverview Lands, 2601
Lougheed Highway, Coquitlam. For further
information call Donna at 604-939-4064.

1. East Corbold-in-the Park

2. Clearcut

3.Egg mass-in- Hydrocarbon Pond
All Photos by Niall Williams

These photos could not be
included with the article on the
Corbold watershed in last
month's issue. They are included
here, with apologies to Niall




Education Conservation Report s s o

for the September BMN newsletter always

drives home the bitter truth that summer is
really over. I hope that everyone had some terrific
times during the last two months and enjoyed at
least a little bit of sunshine! Our EdCon
Committee did not meet over the summer although
we joined the Executive members at their meeting
in midAugust. Just like everyone else, our hard-
working members need a little "down" time so that
we can get ourselves re-energized and prepared for
another busy fall.

But this summer was not necessarily a quiet time
for some BMN members! Over the summer, Don
Gillespie led backyard walks at Riverview and the
volunteers of Friends of Finnie's have continued to
transform Finnie's Garden into an even more
enchanting place. On behalf of BMN, Carole
Edwards and Rozanne Thomson attended planning
meetings for Riverview's upcoming TreeFest
event. I know Kiyoshi and his group of volunteers
have been very busy monitoring the purple martins
at Rocky Point and elsewhere. Friends of
DeBoville Slough continued with their knotweed
control program at the Slough. And, just when we
thought the issues were slowing down for the
summet, the City of Port Moody initiated public
consultation over a controversial proposed garbage
gasification plant (see article elsewhere and action
item). Volunteers with our hiking group organized

Hunkering down to prepare my submission

Action Item - Speak Up
about Gasification

Port Moody Council has tasked its
Environmental Protection Committee (EPC)
with conducting a due diligence process for
investigating a garbage gasification facility with
Plasco. This Committee held several meetings
in August; these will continue in September.
There is an opportunity for members of the
public to provide input towards the end of these
meetings. We have had BMN members at every
meeting asking questions and raising concerns.
On August 26, on behalf of BMN, I appeared as
a delegation to oppose the proposal. Our
powerpoint presentation (prepared with critical
help from Victoria Otton) is now posted on the
City website. A flyer I prepared and which was
distributed in some areas of Port Moody is
posted on our website.

Because the Mayor and all members of
Council are not present at these EPC -Task
Force meetings, we decided BMN should appear
before Port Moody Council to express our
concerns - after it, it is the Mayor and Council
who will be making a decision, probably in
October, on whether to proceed with a contract
with Plasco for them to build and operate a
garbage gasification plant in Port Moody. We
anticipate our delegation will be heard on
September 9.

In reality, this proposed garbage gasification
plant is an issue that should not be restricted to
discussion in Port Moody only. The plant is of
sufficiently large size that it would handle
garbage from all over Metro Vancouver (Port

some much-needed trail maintenance on Burke
Mountain...and there is more to come in the fall. 1
hope some of our members took advantage of
opportunities to participate in several bat watches
at Colony Farm. We really appreciate the many
volunteer commitments our members make to
"keep nature worth knowing".

The Wilderness Committee asked for our help in
getting signatures on petitions requesting increased
funds for provincial parks on what turned out to be
a miserably rainy Park Action Day on August 24.
Barb Sherman and Victoria Otton kindly covered
Golden Ears Park while Don and I briefly hung out
at the trailhead for Pinecone Burke. We will have
these petitions available at our upcoming meetings
and fall events as well so there will be an
opportunity for everyone to sign them. The
Wilderness Committee and other groups had
volunteers stationed in several parks across the
province.

Upper Pitt in the News Again. ..well, sort of

Like a dormant volcano that occasionally
rumbles, the Upper Pitt Run-of-River issue seems
to be stirring again. However, I can't see how these
proposed water diversion projects on all major
tributaries of the Upper Pitt could ever be viable
now that the provincial government has said no to
a transmission line through Pinecone Burke Park.

Moody only produces 11 tonnes a day, the plant
would process 400). Likewise, air emissions
will be released into the airshed we all breathe.
Therefore, I encourage our members to consider
expressing their concerns to Mayor Joe Trasolini
and Port Moody Councillors to assist them in
their deliberations. They can be contacted at
their voice mail box at City Hall: Mayor Joe
Trasolini - 604-469-4515, Councillor Mike Clay
(and Chair of EPC) - 604-469-4585; Councillor
Diana Dilworth - 604-469-4516; Councillor Bob
Elliott - 604-469-4586; Councillor Meghan
Lahti - 604-469-4584; Councillor Karen
Rockwell - 604-469-4518 and Councillor
Shannon Watkins - 604-469-4517. You can also

Nonetheless, the project proponents clearly want to
keep this idea alive (and maintain value in their
investment).

According to a recent press release from Run of
River Power, Inc., they are now focusing attention
on their three water diversion licenses in the
Mamgquam valley just west of the Upper Pitt. In
their press release, they note their Upper Pitt River
project has been deemed reviewable by the
Environmental Assessment Office (i.e., the
government didn't stop the EA only the
transmission line but what is an electricity project
without a transmission line?). The press release
also notes they expect to submit an application for
the Upper Pitt for review in the spring of 2009,
with the objective of obtaining an environmental
assessment certificate for the project in fall 2009.
(I think they are dreaming. . .but we must keep on
eyes on this.) They also state that, in the
meantime, the Corporation is actively pursuing
alternatives for this cluster of projects (sounds far
wiser to me). Apparently, they expect to be
submitting a proposal to BC Hydro's "Clean Power
Call" for new electricity projects this fall that
would include both the Mamquam and Upper Pitt
projects. We may decide to write to BC Hydro to
explain why we think the Upper Pitt project is not
viable and should not be considered by BC Hydro.

reach all elected officials as a group by sending
an email to council@cityofportmoody.com.

Metro Vancouver is apparently planning
further consultation on waste management this
fall so there should be additional opportunities
for public input. On behalf of BMN, I will
apply to appear as a delegation before the
October 15 Waste Management Committee
meeting. If you wish to send a letter to the
Metro Vancouver Board, you can mail it to
Chair Lois Jackson and Metro Vancouver Board
Members, 4330 Kingsway, Burnaby, BC
V5H 4G8

NGfUI"e Clnd Feeder WG"CI'I by Rozanne Thomson

Welcome back everybody. I hope you
have had wonderful experiences out in our
beautiful province and beyond this summer.

Our feeder was very busy this summer,
perhaps because of the late cold spring. 1
noticed that there were baby birds quite late
in the summer: Black-headed Grosbeaks
and House Finches were still feeding their
youngsters on seed from our feeder in the
third week of August. As of this writing -
August 30th - there are now just the
juvenile Black-headed Grosbeaks coming
to the feeder. The parents seem to have left
the vicinity, their duties done for this year.

Victoria Otton passes this information on:

A tip for gardening-birders: Flowering

goldenrod is a magnet for migrating
warblers. At this time of year, warblers
feed on the insects that are attracted to the
golden plumes. (Take a close look
sometime - you'll beamazed at the number
and variety of insects hidden in among the
flowerheads). While the misery of hay
fever is often blamed on this showy plant,
its pollen isn't even windborne. The real
culprit is most likely an inconspicuous
green flower on some other plant that relies
on the wind - not insects - for pollination.

Please forward your nature and feeder
related sightings to me at
Rozanne Thomson@shaw.ca, or phone/fax
me at 604-421-5292/6292. This column
only happens because of your submissions.
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Port Moody Ponders Gasification of Garbage...and BMN Opposes

by Elaine Golds

n July 9, the City of Port Moody signed a
letter of intent with the Plasco Energy

Group in Ottawa to construct a 400 tonne-
a-day garbage gasification plant in Port Moody on
the old landfill site on the Barnet Highway on the
uphill side of the Reed Point Marina. Gasification
of garbage is a controversial technique to grind up
municipal waste and bring it to high temperatures
(well above 1000 degrees). This converts most of
it to mixture of mostly hydrogen and carbon
monoxide (called syngas). This syngas is then
combusted and used to drive turbines which can
generate electricity. The concept of being able to
take garbage and create something useful out of it
is, at first glance, very enticing. This process has
been dubbed waste-to-energy (WTE). However,
the more I investigated the process and the
company over the summer, the more alarmed I
became with the direction Port Moody has taken.

Gasification is similar, in part, to old-fashioned
incineration. One of the problems is that the
syngas can contain a number of toxic pollutants
(heavy metals, dioxins, etc.) that will be emitted
into the air. In addition to syngas, one tonne of
garbage will produce about 150 kg of hardened
material called slag and 600 kg of carbon dioxide,
amuch-noted greenhouse gas.

Gasification Wastes Energy

Gasification plants are very controversial and
remain an unproven technology for handling
municipal waste. Waste material with a high
carbon content (e.g., dry paper, wood or plastic) is
most suited for gasification. However, studies
have shown that it actually conserves more energy
to re-use and recycle these materials than to gasify
or incinerate them. For example, recycling paper
saves 2 - 7 times more energy than could be gained
from gasification; with some types of plastic up to
26 times more energy is conserved. Obviously,
grinding garbage and using an electric arc to bring
waste material to high temperatures are energy-
consumptive processes. The truth is that
gasification plants are not really waste-to-energy;
rather, they are a waste of energy.

Gasification Could Undermine Recycling
Programs

An additional concern that that gasification
plants will compete with and undermine recycling
programs since, in most cases, the materials best
suited for gasification are those most readily
recycled. The one exception to this is number
three plastic (polyvinyl chloride PVC) which
cannot be recycled. However, this particular
plastic is one of the main precursors to dioxin
formation during gasification so it should not be
gasified either.

Gasification Creates Toxic Air Emissions

The dioxins released by gasification are, for the
most part, not present in the municipal waste but
are created by gasification. Dioxins are a family of
chemicals which are the most toxic on the planet.
They are fat-soluble molecules that can cause
cancer, interfere with embryonic velopment, the
immune system and hormonal processes. They are
active at parts per trillion so there is no safe level
of dioxins. Naturally, "Mother Nature" never
made them - mankind is responsible for creating
all of them through, e.g., manufacturing and
incineration.

Tri-Cities area is an Inappropriate Site
Many residents in Port Moody fear the proposed

plant is far too close to residential neighbourhoods.
Plasco has a pilot plant in Ottawa plant that is at
least 3 km from the closest residential area; even
further, in the downwind direction. In Port Moody,
homes could be as close as 100 meters. In
addition to toxic air pollutants which would be
dispersed into our local airshed, people are
rightfully worried about noise and the storage of
large quantities of harmful chemicals on a site
which is known to be unstable and subject to
landslides.

The permit for the 75 tonne-a-day Ottawa plant
allows Plasco to store 300 tonnes of domestic
waste, 100 tonnes of high-carbon waste, 100
tonnes of slag waste, 25 tonnes of wet sulphur
waste, 800 kg of fly ash waste, 159,000 litres of
liquid industrial waste above ground and 15,000
litres of the same waste underground. Presumably,
they will have similar but scaled-up requirements
for 400 tonne-a-day facility in Port Moody. Yet,
the Port Moody site is a former landfill site with
steep hillsides, seepage problems and unstable
soils.. .a totally inappropriate place.

The proposed Port Moody site also has beautiful
uphill forested areas and a stream flowing
downstream with wetlands where frogs breed.
Salmon have been observed gathering at the mouth
of the stream where it enters Burrard Inlet just
across the Barnet Highway. Although this land has
been abused in the past, it still has important
natural and wildlife attributes. Why not restore the
entire site, rehabilitate the stream and wetlands,
undo past damage and create a municipal park that
can be enjoyed by all? The Port Moody
Ecological Society has suggested that a portion of
this site could be used as a recycling/reuse centre
similar to the excellent Still Creek Centre in
Burnaby. . .sounds like a good idea to me!

Gasification Doesn't Work as Advertised

Garbage gasification has been tried elsewhere
and, typically, abandoned. As far as I can tell,
there is only one plant operating for municipal
waste and that one is in Japan. Much smaller
plants designed to handle hazardous waste do
exist...but even these are controversial. For
example, a large garbage gasification plant opened
in Germany almost a decade ago but it closed in
2004 due to technical problems, financial problems
and public opposition.

Plasco's pilot plant in Ottawa is barely operating.
Even if I thought gasifying garbage was the right
think to do, I wouldn't sign a deal with this
company. They have posted highly misleading
information on their website about, e.g., dioxin
emissions and made misleading presentations in
Port Moody. For example, their CEO claimed the
Ottawa plant was only 1 km away from residential
areas (it's at least 3 km). The pilot plant is
supposed to be taking 75 tonnes a day of municipal
waste and 10 tonnes a day of "high carbon waste"
(this is cleaner-burning material used when they
want to get "good" air emissions tests). This plant
was supposed to be fully operational a year ago. It
only started taking municipal waste at the end of
January this year and, to date, has only processed
the equivalent of 11 working days of municipal
waste, has never run more than 36 hours
continuously and, according to information
provided by the Sierra Club, has only generated
one hour of power. This sounds like a plant with
huge problems! Now you might think that Plasco
should be given some leeway and be allowed a

few years to get their Ottawa plant up to full speed.
However, they have been operating a smaller plant
in Spain for much longer so you would expect
them to have ironed out all the technological
wrinkles long ago. At the very least, there is no
reason why local residents should have to become
guinea pigs for a process for which evidence of
performance is sadly lacking.

Better Options Exist but Improved
Recycling Programs are Needed

Of course, we do need to improve how
we manage our waste but gasification is not the
solution. In Metro Vancouver, we recycle only
52% of the waste we create so there is
considerable room for improvement...and we also
need to reduce the overall amount of waste we
create. Reducing waste and increasing recycling
will truly conserve energy and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions. There are some obvious immediate
steps that could be taken to increase the portion of
our waste that we recycle. Port Coquitlam is now
taking kitchen waste as a component of yard waste
for people who don't compost it in their back yard.
Such a program throughout Metro Vancouver
would make a significant dent in our residual
waste stream (i.e., the non-recycled portion).
Other municipalities such as San Francisco have
already been able to achieve a recycling rate
approaching 70%; both Oakland and San
Francisco intend to increase this to 75% by 2010.
There is no reason why we cannot apply their ideas
for waste collection and recycling here.

We also need to take more care in the type of
products we purchase and avoid those with
excessive packaging or items designed for only
temporary use. Where the option exists, we should
choose products made with recycled rather than
virgin material. Purchasing 100% post-consumer
recycled toilet tissue, which is made from material
we put into our yellow recycling bags, is a good
example.

A few months ago, we all thought we were
facing a garbage crisis because the Cache Creek
landfill was reported to be closing. However, this
summer, the Mayor of Cache Creek said he
wanted to expand the landfill to keep jobs in his
community; in addition, the Highland Valley
Copper mine has also expressed interest in
landfilling our garbage. Because our soils in the
lower mainland are so wet they are not well suited
for landfills. Hence our waste is hauled into the
dry interior. However, the trucks doing this are
carrying wood fibre to the lower mainland so the
drivers are happy to have a payload to carry back
to the interior. This is not meant that imply that
landfills are desirable - over the long term, we
should be working towards achieving something
very close to zero waste. This will require working
with producers to eliminate packaging and
reworking some of our manufacturing processes to
made better use of our natural resources.

Metro Vancouver will apparently be continuing
with public consultation over waste management
issues in the next few months. [ hope BMN
members will participate in these discussions.
Clearly, we need to step up our recycling programs
as an important first step. From all that I have read
this summer, it has become apparent to me that
gasification is simply a dead-end detour on the
path towards more sustainable solutions for waste
management.
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Explorer Day in May - Colony Farm Regional Park
with BMN batman, Kiyoshi Takahashi, May 31st, 2008

By Kianna C. Bruhn

i, my name is Kianna C. Bruhn and I am
H9 years old. I'm going to talk about the

bat walk with our very own "batman"
(Kiyoshi). Last Saturday night the young
naturalists met at Colony Farm Regional Park
for our bat walk. Kiyoshi started off by showing
us some pictures of bats that he took, believe it
or not, in Thailand. There were lots of different
types of bats like big brown bats, small brown
bats, and much more. Kiyoshi also had a hand-
held machine thingy that made the sounds of the
bats much louder so the human ear could hear it.
He also had recorded some sounds of bats that
we heard. The bats all sounded very different.

We could hardly wait for the bats but it was too
light out so we went and looked at the bat boxes.
The bat boxes are long and very flat.
Unfortunately they were empty because the bats
preferred the big building better. If you saw the
building you would think it's just boarded up
because it is dangerous but it is for the bats. It is
boarded up so no one goes in and disturbs their
habitat. We waited a few minutes and they
started flying out. One came an arm's length
close to me. We counted about 200 bats but I am
sure some were the same bats twice. Overall
everyone had a great time learning and counting.
Thank you for taking the time to read my article.

Photo caption: The group photo for the YNC bat-watching event had to be taken at the beginning
of this outing; at the end it was dark enough for bats, but too dark for the camera.

Photo by Noriko Nakaya

weather of autumn make this the

best time for observing and learning
about mushrooms. Many of BC's
mushrooms have delightful common
names that describe their appearance:
angel wings, bird's nests, fairy rings,
orange peel, shaggy manes and puftballs,
to name a few. One person who was
fascinated by mushrooms at an early age
is Terry Taylor, who will lead us on this
mushroom walk along the Energy Trail at
Buntzen Lake. Terry grew up to be a
well-known mycologist (which is a
person who studies fungi). What kinds
and how many mushrooms will we see?

The higher rainfalls and cooler

Young Naturalists Club September Explorer Day
Come enjoy a 'mushroom walk' with mycologist Terry Taylor at Buntzen Lake

Sunday, September 28th, 2008 - 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

That depends on how much rain we have
this autumn. Terry will tell us why
certain mushrooms are the shape they are,
and what their role is in the forest.

Meet the leader at the main parking lot
nearest the beach, near where the
warden's house at 1:00 p.m.

Please note:

You can bring your friends to this walk.

Don't forget to bring your magnifying
glass with you.

This event will be held rain or shine,
but will be cancelled if there are high
winds and the danger of falling branches.

The DEADLINE for the March BMN Newsletter is October 4th, 2008.
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