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The Great Blue Herons of Colony Farm ..........

reat Blue Herons (Ardea herodias) are an
Gindicator of Wildlife sustainability in the

Georgia Basin, especially the lower
mainland. Approximately 1500 pairs of these
striking birds live along the coastal areas of
southern B.C. They are listed on the province's
Wildlife at Risk list as Blue Level (meaning
vulnerable and at risk). Unfortunately, herons

A Great Blue Heron at Colony Farm with its catch.

photo by H Maguire

and humans prefer similar habitats on the river
deltas and tidal flats that are becoming
increasingly heavily developed.

Eel grass beds are essential to herons as a
valuable source of small fish. Sloughs, ditches
and grassy fields provide an abundance of
tadpoles, frogs, worms and small rodents. In
winter, abundant vole populations in fields and
hedgerows are an important food
source for survival, especially for
young-of the year birds. Rodents
are eaten whole and the bones
digested but the non-digestible fur
is regurgitated as a pellet,
somewhat similar to those of owls.
Up to 70 % of young birds do not
survive the first year of life.
Agricultural runoff into sloughs
and ditches as well as drainage of
wetlands and erosion of field
habitat to development all
drastically affect the availability
and quality of the herons' food
sources.

The heron colony at the mouth
of the Coquitlam River - a Wildlife
Management Area - is one of the
six largest in B.C. with between 50
and 200 birds during breeding
season, mid-February to early
April. Timing of breeding is
related to the abundance of food in
feeding areas within 3 km of the
rookery. Observers this spring
reported seeing over 100 herons at
one time during this period at
Colony Farm!

Nesting habitat for herons is officially
protected by provincial legislation. However,
herons are very vulnerable to human disturbance
and predation by Bald Eagles. A heron rookery
requires a mature woodlot of mostly deciduous
trees and at least 300 m. of undisturbed habitat
area around it. Nests are flimsy affairs, often
several built in the same tree, from 30 feet up.
Three to five eggs are laid in each nest; they
hatch after 4 weeks of incubation. Both parents
assist in feeding the nestlings a diet of mostly
small, protein-rich fish. Depending on the
abundance of food, only 1 or 2 young may
survive to fledging time.

Since 1999, the Colony Farm Park
Association and Metro Vancouver have
conducted a survey of herons seen in Colony
Farm park between the months of October and
April. Volunteers go out weekly and complete a
point-count of the herons seen, the habitat they
are using and significant behaviours. They also
note other species of wildlife that are significant,
such as birds of prey or migratory birds and
waterfowl. The count is providing a valuable
data base that can be used in future park-
planning. Volunteers come from a wide range of
backgrounds; many are BMN members. All go
out on a regular day each week and note time
and weather conditions as well as any problem
in the park. They enjoy expanding their
knowledge of the park inhabitants and several
have become very good at identifying birds.

Thanks to these observers, herons have
achieved an increased level of prominence in
sustainability planning for the park and it is to
be hoped that they will continue to be seen
standing silently along the streams or stalking
through long grasses after voles
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fter checking the forecast as to which
Aday of the Thanksgiving long weekend

would be the driest, we scheduled
another of our “more difficult” hikes, Slollicum
Peak (on the east side of Harrison Lake), for
Saturday, October 11. Even with only a few days
notice, five of us signed up to go.

As we drove out to Harrison Lake, we
contemplated that one of our party had
attempted Slollicum a year ago but without
success. We were reasonably confident about
our own prospects, but when, upon reaching the
lake, we experienced difficulty in trying to find
the trailhead, we wondered anew whether we
would, indeed, attain our goal. While we had
fairly reliable instructions, a recent clear cut had
altered appearances.

Although we were longer in searching for it
than we would have anticipated, we eventually
found the trailhead and started up the mountain.
At first, we gained elevation via the usual
logging roads, except for one section where we
scrambled up frost-slickened boulders between
levels of roadway. Once at the higher level, we
paused for water and a snack and to admire the
view of Harrison Lake. A little farther along this
upper road we stopped again for an even better
view of the lake.

We continued along the alder-lined road for
some distance. Then, at a creek flowing over the
road, we turned off onto the trail proper. From
this point on, we rose more steeply, staying near
the top of a low ridge between adjacent streams.
After an invigorating climb in the cool autumn
air, we reached a rocky outcrop and decided on a
well-earned rest and perhaps an early lunch.
Again, we had an outstanding view of Harrison

‘BMN Hike: Slollicum Peak.............
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Lake-its waters, with our every gain in
elevation, receding farther and farther below, but
its surface area opening up to a greater and
greater extent. Looking up, we could also see
the mountain's heights, seeming nearer and
nearer to us. With curiosity, I noticed that the
hemlocks along the top seemed to have snag-
like crowns-bleached white against the brilliant
blue sky. Later, we would discover that the tree
tops were, on their windward side, ice-
encrusted, apparently the result of the previous
day/night's freezing rain. It was quite a
spectacular sight!

Once we reached Slollicum's north-south
running ridge, we still had a fair hike to reach
the more demanding of its two summits: the
north summit. But, as compensation, views were
opening up in all directions. Especially eye-
catching were Slollicum Lake, on our right and
below, and the triple-peaked Old Settler rising
up beyond it. From the top we could look north

Slollicum Peak,

looking toward the

s summit cairn with

| Harrison Lake beyond.
photo by A Ledingham

by ; Slollicum Peak Hike with
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foreground and Slollicum
Lake and Old Settler in
the background.
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to the glaciated summit of Mt. Breakenridge,
west across Harrison Lake-now visible for much
of its length-to the peaks of the Chehalis, and
south to Mt. Baker and the summits of the
Cheam Range.

It was cold at the top. We had enjoyed sun for
most of the day, but, as we looked on, high
cloud was streaming in from the west. We took
refuge from the chilling wind behind shielding
rock and finished our lunch. As it was
approaching three o'clock and it had taken us
five hours to ascend, there was some concern
about getting down before dark. Still, it was
hard to tear ourselves away from so much
mountain majesty.

As it turned out, we needn't have worried so
much about getting back; our descent took only
half as long. And with daylight to spare, a
couple of us were able to linger awhile in
Harrison village and enjoy looking from lake
level back to the heights we had just scaled.




Announcements:

Sunday, December 14:
Christmas Bird Count for the Vancouver
Area. Contact Adrian Grant Duff
(604-263-7957) if you wish to volunteer.

Monday, December 15:

Public comments are due on the
controversial Ryan River “run-of -river”
145 MW hydro Proposal in critical grizzly
bear habitat in the Pemberton Valley. Visit
wildnernesscommittee.org for more details
and contact information for emailing your
comments. BMN will be submitting
comments but we encourage our members
to participate as well.

Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 7:15 pm:
Despite the Christmas season, we feel it is
necessary to have an Education-Conservation
Committee meeting at Elaine's as a long list
of issues is demanding our attention.

Sunday, December 21:

Christmas Bird Count for the Ladner area
which typically has the highest count in
Canada. Contact Jude Grass (604-538-8774)
if you wish to volunteer.

Sunday, December 28:
Christmas Bird Count for White Rock
and Surrey. Contact Viveka Ohman
(604-531-3401) if you wish to volunteer.

Saturday, January 3:

Last (but not least), the Tri-Cities Christmas
Bird Count. Volunteers are needed - please
contact Mike Griffin at 604-924-5326.
Potluck supper at Elaine's for all participants.

Tuesday, Jan. 13 at 7:30 pm:
BMN Monthly Meeting and our 20th
Anniversary as a Club! At Como Lake
United Church, corner of Marmont and King
Albert in Coquitlam. Guest speaker will be
BMN member and national award-winning
environmental teacher, Ruth Foster. Ruth will
describe marine life in Burrard Inlet and
surrounding areas, provide an overview of
the eel grass enhancement project and solicit
volunteers to assist with monitoring birds in
conjunction with the eel grass project.

Thursday, January 15 at 7 pm:
Friends of DeBoville Slough meet at the
Pinetree Community Centre in Coquitlam

to plan activities for the coming year.

Tuesday, Jan. 20 at 7:15 pm:
Education-Conservation Committee
meeting at Elaine's.

Wednesday, Jan. 22, 1989:

Twenty years ago, the inaugural meeting of
the Burke Mountain Naturalists was held.
The rationale to form the club was based on
the desire to protect important natural areas
in the Tri-cities and provide an alternative for
local Vancouver Natural History Society
members who faced long drives to Kits to
attend meetings. The first executive included
Anne Holt, Mike and Marjorie Griffin, Mark
Haddock and Christine Hanrahan - all of
whom remain as BMN members. Watch for
more information on BMN history in next
month's newsletter.

Friday, January 23:

Public comments are due regarding the
proposed twinning of the BCTC transmission
line from Merritt to the Meridian Station in
Coquitlam. Locally, the transmission line will
cross Golden Ears and Pinecone Burke Parks,
come close to sandhill nesting areas in Pitt
Meadows and, further east, have an impact
on spotted owl habitat in the Uztlius Valley
and elsewhere. BMN will be submitting
detailed comments. We encourage our
members to participate as well. Watch the
next newsletter for more details on potential
impacts.

February 2-5:

State of the Salmon, an international
conference at the Fairmont Waterfront Hotel
in Vancouver features speakers from Russia,
Japan, Canada, Korea and the US to discuss
critical salmon conservation issues. See
www.stateofthesalmon.org. $250 registration.

For updates and other events of interest,
remember to check our website on a
regular basis: www.bmn.bc.ca.

CORRECTION
for Number of

Sockeye Returned to
Coquitlam in 2008

In our October newsletter, we were
excited to report that sockeye salmon
had returned to Coquitlam Lake after an
absence of almost a century.
Unfortunately, the numbers reported at
that time were incorrect. The correct
numbers are 10 mature sockeye
returned of which one died before being
released into the Lake. Thanks to
Maurice Coulter-Boisvert, the DFO
Community Advisor, who noticed this
mistake.

Salmon
Thrills at
Noons Creek
Hatchery

Saturday,
November 8, 2008

This drawing by Christina Johnston, shows
Dave Bennie netting chum salmon to show
to YNC onlookers.

Today I went to “Salmon Thrills.” It was
a very rainy day, but we had a lot of fun!

We looked at lots of salmon. The
salmon were called Chum. Dave, our
leader, said the female salmon has a dark
line.

We went for a walk. We saw a dead
beheaded salmon. Dave said that an otter
ate the head. Otters only eat the head.

We saw lots of birds also. One of the
birds was a Blue Heron. There were gulls
and Buffleheads and teals.

We talked about plants. There were lots
of plants. We saw hemlocks. Dave told a
story about how the hemlocks were
always trying to get in the front of the
line, so they ended up getting the smallest
cones. We also talked about a plant that
had big leaves, like maples, but the
branches were very prickly. They were
called devil's club.

We tried to decide which way to go
back-the fast way or the slow way-but we
ended up going back the way we came.

It was fun!!!

Christina Johnston, age 8




From the BMN Archives

Excerpts from past December newsletters sy anne Hoir

Dec. 1989 (19 years ago)

Dec.1995 (13 years ago)

“Editorial”
by Christine Hanrahan

....... At this time of year most of us are
frantically rushing around looking for the
'perfect’ gift, or at least, the ‘right’ gift. In this
era of rampant consumerism perhaps we, as
naturalists, can point to a saner, healthier, more
ecologically conscious way of giving. Many of
us have more than enough ‘stuff ! But there are
groups and organizations just crying out for
money to continue their vital work. Perhaps
instead of buying more ‘stuff” we can give
money instead to those groups working so hard
to help wildlife, the environment ......

Dec. 1991 (17 years ago)

“Stopping by Woods on a
Snowy Evening”

by Robert Frost

Whose woods these are I think I know.
His house is in the village though;

He will not see me stopping here

To watch his woods fill up with snow.

My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near
Between the woods and frozen lake
The darkest evening of the year.

The woods are lovely, dark and deep.
But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.

Dec.1994 (14 years ago)

“Conservation

Committee Report”
by Elaine Golds

....The Colony Farm Steering Committee
continues to meet in order to develop a land use
plan for Colony Farm. I am working to ensure
that the wishes of the community to have a
wildlife emphasis will be met and that the rich
biodiversity of the old fields and treed areas will
not be disturbed. The BMN vision for Colony
Farm differs substantially from that of the
Ministry of Agriculture. The land use plan will
go back to the public for approval some time in
Jan. This will be an important (and last) public
meeting on the future of Colony Farm. Please
plan to be there and speak up for the birds!!

“President’s Message”
by Jude Grass

It does not seem like I have been President of
BMN for two years. .... It has been a very
interesting time that provided very successful
conclusions for our club. After a long hard battle
by many members and with the assistance of the
public, the Pinecone Burke Mountain area
reached a successful conclusion when a 38,000
ha Provincial Park was established in our
backyard. Colony Farm, another of our favourite
areas, took a dramatic turn when it was included
in the Lower Mainland Nature Legacy Program
and given to the GVRD Parks. A long awaited
Wildlife Management Area at the mouth of the
Coquitlam River was set up, and other areas we
wanted such as Douglas Island, Minnekhada
Farm Extension, Indian Arm and more recently
the addition of Mclntyre Creek to the existing
Pitt-Addington Wildlife Management Area. A
harder working club would be difficult to find a-
nd the Club’s reputation among other naturalist’s
groups in the province is well known for its
success and never tiring energies for
conservation issues.

Dec. 1996 (12 years ago)

“Recent Sightings in Tri-City
Area”

by Carolyn Burr

Victoria Otton sent an e-mail message about a
great way to have fun in your backyard: put out
a coconut and stand back! Seems a friend did
this and got lots of Bushtits in his yard in
Saanichton. Victoria tried it out and soon had a
squirrel trying to drag off a half-coconut. It was,
however, too big and heavy for him and he was
obliged to abandon it. During the next few days
the coconut travelled around the backyard as
other squirrels “tested their might” against it.
One managed to get it halfway up a telephone
pole before it fell from his grasp, leaving him
twitching his tail furiously. No Bushtits were
ever seen but Victoria has bought another
coconut!

Dec. 1997 (11 years ago)

Nature - Feederwatch
by Liz Thunstrom

A simple bird log recipe: 1pound of ground
beef suet, melted in a heavy pan; take off heat
and add 1 cup unsalted peanut butter; 1 cup
cornmeal and a handful of raisins; mix well.
Pour the mix into a clean 1 litre milk or juice
carton with a string threaded through for
hanging. Allow the log to harden, then hang
horizontally and enjoy. A small twig stuck into
either end acts as a perch. Chickadees,
woodpeckers and other small insect eating birds
will eventually eat their way right through. (If
you have feeders up in your garden, please keep
cats inside).

Rocky Point Park in the fog. photo by K. Takahashi




Nature & Feeder Watch

By Rozanne Thomson

n November 26th, Elaine forwarded
information that the Hoogstins, who live
in PoCo, had sighted a Shrike in their

yard. It was apparently their granddaughter
Hanne who first spotted it.

Elaine goes on to say: “I have been enjoying
frequent visits to our yard by a Douglas Squirrel
recently. When we first moved here, 19 years
ago, we had no Gray Squirrels, only Douglas in
our yard. I was quite enchanted with their antics
and loved the way one squirrel in particular
would always call to alert the world when our
neighbor's cat in our backyard (to which I would
promptly respond and chase it away; that
squirrel and I had a good system going). We put
up a couple of nest boxes for it, which were used
for several years. Then the Grays arrived. They
co-existed, just barely, until the Douglas was hit
by car and then, for the past decade we have had
only grays in growing numbers. Thus, we were
delighted with the arrival of a Douglas this fall. I
am putting out seeds for it (would love to have
some way to keep the grays away), we have
installed a box (so far ignored) but it is certainly
holding its own against about 5 Gray Squirrels. I
am not sure my neighbours enjoy the noise but I
think it is great.”

And from Elaine as well: “So far, I have been
surprised to see no Varied Thrushes in my yard this
year and I am wondering if others have been seeing
them. It may be that the weather isn't quite cold
enough but I would have expected
them to show up by now.”

Also on November 26th, Gill |
Richardson checked in with the
following: “In mid November,
Dave watched a mother bear
and her two yearlings catching
salmon in Partington Creek. It
was good to see them as they
should be, instead of eating
from garbage cans. They
seemed well fed. We also
watched two coyote youngsters
playing at chasing each other
around a boulder in our yard.”

On November 27th Victoria
sent the following: “Almost
every evening lately, I've heard
a Great Horned Owl hooting in
the remnant forest around the
UniverCity residential
development at SFU. I see on
the email group bcvanbirds
that there is one at Deer Lake
right now too, and Hilary
Maguire regularly listened to
one on the Ioco townsite last
August. I wonder if these
sightings (or hearings) indicate
that the species is thriving?"

Liz Thunstrom
reported from her
home beside Como
Lake: “Over 20
Bushtits are visiting
the suet feeder - also
a Hairy Woodpecker
and a Pileated
Woodpecker who
really makes the suet
disappear! The Junco
that learned to feed
off the suet feeder last year is back. His peers
wait for the pieces to drop to the ground but
have not tried to emulate his skill yet. We are
also neighbours to a skunk under the garden
shed and a very large handsome coyote who
visits the garden. I have never seen one actually
in the garden before. The raccoons are also
getting into some fierce fights. Usually we don't
hear them until mating season in February.”

Anne Holt and Hilary Maguire were at Colony
Farm on November 14th to count herons. While
the herons were few and far between, three
River Otters appeared in the canal, swimming in
same direction as the walkers were walking.
From a vantage point a bit farther along the dyke
they had excellent views of five River Otters
interacting with each other in the water and on
the shore. Members of the group were observed
feeding on fish, rolling down the grassy

embankment, grooming themselves and each
other, and keeping an eye on their observers,
which including swimming across the canal for
a closer look. These activities went on for more
than twenty minutes, and in the end it was the
heron counters who left the otters, still visible on
the bank of the canal.

Ask Noriko what she won at the Metro
Vancouver SuperSaturday workshop. The
Griffins, Noriko and I all attended this
worthwhile day long event at BCIT.

Thanks for all your reports. Please keep them
coming to me at phone/fax 604-421-5292/5294,
or email me at Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca, or
see me at meetings.

River Otters at Colony Farm
photo by H Maguire




Education-Conservation Committee Report .......c..

or our last community event for 2008, we
Fhad excellent weather and a wonderful
turnout at the Hyde Creek Salmon
Festival on November 16. At the busy BMN
booth we had several volunteers including Dave
and Gil, Don and Norma, Carole, Victoria,
Hilary, Noriko (with the YNC display), Candice
and Marjorie. In addition, a number of our
members were doing duty at other displays;
these included Mike, Dave and Myrna, lan, etc.
So, thanks to all the BMN members who helped
to make the Salmon Festival in Port Coquitlam
the most successful one ever. After giving our
children's puzzles a quick wipe to remove traces
of sticky fingers (the cookie-decorating activity
was close to the BMN display), we can tuck
away our display materials for a few weeks.

Colony Farm

Send your comments to
colonyfarm@gmail.com. As described in the
last newsletter, public visits to Colony Farm
have dropped dramatically with the closure of
the PoCo trail next to the second sheep
paddock. Unfortunately, Metro Vancouver
Parks have no immediate plans to continue
funding for enhancement work and trail
upgrades by the third sheep paddock so the
PoCo trail is likely to remain closed for some
time. We feel that public pressure is now
needed to convince Metro Vancouver to give
high priority and allocate sufficient funds to this
work. Consequently, we have decided to solicit
public input. Barb Sherman (thanks Barb!) has
set up a gmail account, colonyfarm@gmail.com
as a convenient way to collect written
comments. Notices will be posted at Colony
Farm to ask people to submit their comments on
the need to restore the PoCo trail and provide
wildlife observations. This decision was made
in consultation with the Colony Farm Park
Association. Comments to the site will be
directed to us; we will forward them to Metro
Vancouver staff. We encourage everyone to use
this site to submit their comments as public
pressure is needed to convince Metro to allocate
funds for trail restoration.

Tour of enhancement work in second sheep
paddock. On November 4, some of our
members (Don, Norma, Niall and I) had a tour
of the fish and wildlife enhancement recently
completed in the second sheep paddock. This
work is a continuation of the enhancement done
in the first sheep paddock several years ago.
Tidal channels have been dug into the sheep
paddock; the resulting soil has been placed in
mounds or on a berm to diversify the habitat.

Large organic woody debris has been added to
the channels and two piles of woody material
were created on the upland areas to provide
wildlife habitat. Some snags have been placed
upright in the ground to provide a roost area for
larger birds. In general, we were pleased to see
the work done although we would have
appreciated being consulted earlier in the
process. We would like to see boulder piles
added to diversify habitat for garter snakes and
small mammals; we would welcome the
addition of swallow boxes and some additional
wildlife plantings. We are awaiting the
opportunity to review the plant list for the
plants that have already been added. No
decision has been yet made on whether the
future trail (the former trail beside the River is
now closed due to erosion a little upstream)
should remain by the edge of the river or go
directly through this sheep paddock. If it went
through the paddock, the berm would serve as
the recreation corridor. This would eventually
link up with a new trail in the third sheep
paddock and provide a re-connection through to
the Red Bridge on Pitt River Road.

Tree removal along dykes. Visitors to Colony
Farm may notice more trees being taken down.
Unfortunately, the dyking commission has
requested tree removal where tree roots have
grown into the dykes. If windstorms were to
take these trees down, the structure of the dyke
would be comprised; thus there is no option
other than to remove them. Tree removal will
take place close to the Mary Hill bypass, just
upstream of the Kwikwetlem Reserve and near
the junction of Mundy Slough and the
Coquitlam River.

Public heron walks in March. Given the
mounting pressures on wildlife habitat at Colony
Farm (as discussed in the last newsletter), we felt
it would be helpful to provide more opportunities
for the public to appreciate these wildlife values.
One of the most spectacular sights at Colony
Farm occurs in March as the great blue herons
gather in large numbers in preparation for
nesting. Thus, we have decided to lead some
public walks during this time. No dates have
been set yet but we will probably choose two
weekends with one of them during spring break.
We are working with the Colony Farm Park
Association to co-host these walks. In
conjunction with these walks, we will prepare a
brochure on the great blue herons of Colony
Farm. We hope this brochure will also help
people to understand the threats faced by species
at risk and provide a reminder that BC still does
not have any provincial legislation (similar to the
federal legislation) to protect such species.

Upper Pitt Hydro Project

in the News Again

Well, it didn't take long for this issue to
bounce back again. Last June, BC Hydro
announced it would be accepting bids for 5000
gigawatt hours (gwh) of electricity from new
sources; this was their “clean power call” to the
so-called “independent” (i.e., private) power
producers. While it was anticipated that many
companies would be vying to submit bids, no
one quite anticipated that 43 companies would
submit bids for 68 potential projects for a total
of 17,000 gwh - far more than what is actually
needed. Once again, this process points out the
need for the province to develop an overall
strategic management plan instead of this
financially wasteful scramble by private
companies to compete with each other to meet
our electricity needs while causing
environmental damage across much of the
province.

Most of the bids received came from wind
and the so-called run-of-river projects which
actually dam, divert and dewater rivers (instead
of calling these projects, “IPPs”, we should be
called them the “3Ds”). Amazingly, Run of
River Power, Inc., the company that proposed
the massive 180 MW power project in the
Upper Pitt, has submitted one of these bids.
This time around, they are proposing to
combine the Upper Pitt project (now slightly
reduced in size) with two of their three sites in
the Mamquam valley and deliver power to the
Squamish area. Shockingly, this means, they
must have a tentative proposal for a
transmission line through (or under) a
provincial park - either Garibaldi or Pinecone
Burke. While this is only a bidding process for
a theoretical future project, it is, nonetheless,
worrisome that they would dare to come
forward with a proposal once again. All bids
will remain sealed for some time so it will be
difficult to get information...but we are working
on it. A decision from BC Hydro on which
projects to accept is anticipated in June 2009.
Clearly, we must do all we can in the interim to
convince BC Hydro that the Upper Pitt is not a
viable project, that is it not “clean” power...and
that it is not needed.

DeBoville Slough

People who have visited DeBoville Slough
recently may have noticed some roadwork and
clearing taking place on the south side of the
slough near the Cedar Drive entrance. This land
remains within the Agricultural Land Reserve
although, in the past, the owners have




unsuccessfully attempted to exclude it from the
ALR for development purposes (we opposed
such an action). The site contains a wetland and
shrubby riparian areas that have excellent
wildlife values. We have recently learned the
work taking place has all been done without
receiving proper permits from the City of
Coquitlam - these include permits for road
construction, soil transfers and work close to
riparian areas. Consequently, the City has
placed a stop-work order on the site. We ask
that BMN members keep an eye on this area
and report any activity to the City of Coquitlam.
Thanks to Port Coquitlam Councillor Darrell
Penner, who first reported the illegal work and
David Mounteney, who wrote a letter to the
City of Coquitlam on behalf of Friends of
DeBoville Slough. Once again, this incident
points out the need for our members to remain
vigilant when out enjoying nature and to report
any suspicious activity.

Waste Management
at Metro Vancouver

Following our success in convincing the City
of Port Moody not to proceed with plans to
construct a garbage gasification plant in Port
Moody, I have remained in touch with Helen

Action ltems

by Elaine Golds

hile it is always a good idea to thank

elected officials for the wise actions

they (sometimes) take, it is
especially appropriate during the Christmas
season, to think back over the past year
regarding the progress that has been made
because of inspired actions of government. This
year, while you are sending out seasonal
greeting cards (or the email equivalent), please
think of some positive actions elected official
have taken over the past year and take the time
to thank them for it. Here are a few suggestions:

Transmission line through Pinecone Burke
Park. When Environment Minister Barry
Penner stopped a proposed transmission line
through Pinecone Burke Park in late March, he
effectively halted the very damaging run-of-
river hydro project in the Upper Pitt Valley and
created a strong precedent to abide by the Parks
Act (something he should have done right from

Spiegelman of Zero Waste Vancouver. We are
concerned because Metro Vancouver apparently
intends on proceeding with plans to construct
up to six incinerators or garbage gasification
plants in the region to take with our waste,
convert most of it into harmful air emissions
and recover small amounts of energy from the
heat so created. The last opportunity for public
consultation on this so-called waste-to-energy
(WTE) initiative is expected to take place next
spring. We hope that BMN members will
participate in the consultation process.

The wiser alternative to WTE is to have
enhanced recycling programs (discussed at
length in previous newsletters). Unfortunately,
with the downturn in the economy, prices for
recycled metal, plastic and paper have dropped
considerably. This makes no sense as it is far
more sustainable to recycle paper and cardboard
than to destroy forests and to re-use metal rather
than destroy mountain and streams to extract
raw material at great cost to the environment.
Mining is one of the most environmentally
destructive practices of the human race (and we
do have a long list of them). Something is very
wrong with government regulations and our
pricing system if destroying the environment is
less expensive than recycling materials from
our waste stream. A recent article in the

the start). Why not let him know how much you
appreciate his action to protect our park and our
wild salmon? Given that this project seems to
be getting revived from its comatose state, there
is all the more reason to remind the Minister of
strong public support for the action he took last
spring. You can write to him: The Honourable
Barry Penner, Minister of the Environment, Rm
112, Parliament Buildings, Victoria, BC, V8V,
1X4, or email at barry.penner.mla@leg.bc.ca.

UBCM Resolution to Preserve Riverview
Hospital. Councillor Mae Reid, who chairs the
City of Coquitlam's Task Force on Riverview
has become a stalwart advocate for preservation
of the Riverview Hospital lands to protect the
tree collection and ensure the site remains in the
public trust for the care of the mentally ill. This
year, Mae worked very hard to have the Union
of BC Municipalities pass a resolution at their
fall meeting to support the preservation of
Riverview. As a consequence, Riverview now
has the support of communities all across the
province. You can write to her: Councillor Mae
Reid, City Hall, City of Coquitlam 3000
Guildford Way, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7N2 or
email: mreid@coquitlam.ca.

Vancouver Sun stated that about one quarter of
the six million acres of trees harvested annually
in the southeast USA are used simply to make
packaging...and this is mostly excessive
packaging for which there is no longer a viable
recycling market. How stupid is that! We must
do all that we can to promote recycling.
Governments could quickly recreate markets by
mandating the re-use of materials and requiring
recycled content in products.

The provincial government also seems
prepared to promote WTE initiatives as the
solution for waste. Zero Waste Vancouver was
recently asked to join a provincial working
group tasked with making recommendations on
waste management to the provincial
government. When Helen started asking pointed
questions about the terms of reference (heavily
skewed towards WTE), the invitations to the
two NGOs (Zero Waste Vancouver and the
Sierra Club) were quickly withdrawn. Thus, we
can expect this working group (now composed
entirely of industry stakeholders) to come
forward with recommendations to support WTE
rather than recycling. As concerned members of
the public, we must be prepared to fight to
retain and expand recycling programs.

No Garbage Gasification in Port Moody.
Although the Mayor and Council appeared to be
initially interested in a garbage gasification plant
in Port Moody, they also wisely set up a public
process to solicit input from the community -
and then, they listened and abided by the wishes
of the public. As a result, we set the precedent
for all of North America by turning down the
Plasco proposal (Plasco executives are
aggressively pushing their process in
municipalities across the continent). The Port
Moody decision will also send a heads-up
message to Metro Vancouver that waste-to-
energy plants are unlikely to garner support in
local communities and that they not truly
sustainable solutions for waste management.
Please write to Mayor Joe Trasolini and Council
at 100 Newport Drive, Box 36, Port Moody, BC
V3H 3EI or email (their assistant) at
diane.simmons@cityofportmoody.com.

Also, if you haven't already seen this, there is
an email petition in circulation to support
species at risk legislation in BC. You can get
excellent information and sign on at
www.lastplaceonearth.ca.
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The Chineside Traverse hikers pause for a group photo near the once-proposed Skytrain route.
The group enjoyed sunny weather on their November 23 outing. photo by lan McArthur
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Burke Mountain from Colony Farm. photo by lan McArthur

The DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is January 2nd , 2009

" Membership Form h

Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership
Q Individual Membership ($25.00/year)
0 Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year).
Q Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive eleven monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities,
local issues and events. Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

Please include all first names

Name(s): and indicate which are children
Address:

City: Postal Code:

Telephone: E-mail:

Send your completed membership form to:
Burke Mountain Naturalists, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4

This newsletter is printed on Genesis paper, 100% post consumer, deinked & 100% Eco Certified.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in
January 1989 and is a member club of BC Nature
(formerly Federation of BC Naturalists) BMN is a
registered non-profit Society with charitable
income status.

Our objectives are:

to promote the enjoyment of nature

to foster an interest in, and an

appreciation of,our environment

to actively pursue the conservation and
preservation of the natural world

to promote the accessibility and maintenance
of natural areas, particularly local areas.

President:
Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca
Vice President:
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Phone & Fax)
egolds@sfu.ca
Past President:
Ian McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net

Treasurer & Membership:
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864)
caroleedwards @shaw.ca
Recording Secretary:
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511)
barb23@gmail.com
Members-at-Large:
Anne Holt (604.936.4108)
Mark Johnston (604.552.0727)
Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292)
Candice Archer (604.945.6853)
F.B.C.N. Directors:
Jude Grass (604.219.2043), Mike Griffin (alt.)
Newsletter Editor:
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805)
BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com
Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer - brigitteb@telus.net
Education/Conservation Committee:
Chair: Elaine Golds
Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin,
Tan McArthur, Niall Williams, Carole Edwards
Nature and Feeder Watch:
Rozanne Thomson
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca
Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294
Young Naturalists Club:
Noriko Nakaya (604-675-9031)
bmnync@gmail.com

BMN Publications:
> Monthly Newsletter, except July
> Natural History Brochures
e Miller Park Ravine ¢ DeBoville Slough
 Riverview Lands ¢ Coquitlam River Corridor
> Bird Brochures:
e Colony Farm ¢ Como Lake ¢ DeBoville
Slough ¢ Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area
> Plant Brochures:
¢ Colony Farm ¢ DeBoville Slough
> Trail Maps:
¢ Burke Mountain Map & Widgeon Valley
> Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park
System, by Christine Hanrahan et al, 1994,
121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
> Our Backyard Wilderness,
A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock,
1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
Coquitlam Poirier Library
> The Riverview Hospital Site - Respecting Its
Past, Realizing Its Future”, by Elaine Golds,
Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages
available on our website




