
Memories of BMN – Celebrating 
Our First Two Decades
From Christine Hanrahan, our first Newsletter Editor, data 
compiler, brochure writer and volunteer-extraordinaire:

When Tom and I moved to Coquitlam, the first thing we did was to join 
the Vancouver Natural History Society. The second thing we did was to 
try and find out if there was a local natural history club in the Coquitlam 
area. There wasn’t. But there was the Alouette Field Naturalists group out 
in Maple Ridge, so we joined them as well and went on several of their 
hikes and attended quite a few monthly meetings. But we still wished 
there was something even more local, something that reflected the 
interests of naturalists in the Tri-City area. You can imagine then, that we 
were pretty excited to hear about a VNHS-sponsored meeting planned 
to see if there was any interest in starting up a local natural history club. 
This was in the fall of 1988, as best I can remember. The small meeting 
room was almost full and after the meeting quite a few of us agreed to 
meet again in the new year (1989) to discuss the formation of a new club 
in the Tri-City area.

Anne Holt kindly offered the use of her living room and I remember 
attending that first meeting with a lot of anticipation. In addition to 
myself, there were Mike and Marjorie Griffin, Curt Smecher, Anne Holt,  
Liz Clarke, and April Mol. I can’t recall if there was anyone else, but if 
there was, I am very sorry for forgetting them. During that first meeting I 
seem to remember that we primarily focussed on how the club should be 
organized and how it might best be set up to achieve our modest goals. 
I think initially, those goals were to host guided walks to local natural 
areas, hold monthly meetings with speakers addressing natural history 
topics, produce a newsletter to keep members in touch, and probably 
do some sort of natural history education. Really, we were following 
the model used by most such organizations, including the VNHS. Other 
topics and issues would follow, we knew, but the most important things 
were to decide on what we would do (walks and talks), where we should 
hold the meetings, who should be President, and how much we should 
charge in membership fees.

Next we focussed on a name and I think the choice was between 
something like the Tri-City Naturalists or the name of a dominant and/or 
well-known natural feature. Before we settled on using Burke Mountain 
in our name, someone, I think it was April, said that we didn’t want 
anything controversial such as using the name of an area under threat 
of development. Little did we know!  At any rate, the Burke Mountain 
Naturalists was born! April became the newly formed club’s president 
(though for the first year we didn’t use the term “President”, I think we 
called her the Chair). Anne became the club Secretary, I offered to start 

a monthly newsletter and Marjorie (thank goodness) offered to help. 
I can’t remember what the others offered to do, but I do know they 
were all very, very involved and active. I remember Curt leading some 
hikes, Liz providing us with knowledge and information about Colony 
Farm (one area that certainly WAS contentious, as there were various 
proposals for development already being put forth), and so on. Our 
first meeting attracted about 15 to 20 people, some of whom signed 
up for membership right away. We were thrilled. We figured if we got 
20 members we’d be rolling! One of the things we did almost from day 
one was to implement a policy of “BYOM: Bring Your Own Mug” to the 
monthly meetings. We also insisted that our newsletter be printed on 
recycled paper. At any rate, we got off to a pretty dynamic start and BMN 
soon became an all-consuming activity for many of us.

It wasn’t long before we became active in trying to protect natural 
areas. We rightly concluded that if we enjoyed going out and looking 
at nature, then we had a responsibility to work for its protection. Soon 
we had a Conservation Committee that quickly became the Education-
Conservation Committee (or EdCon Committee). There was no shortage 
of issues: Colony Farm was one of the first, but others followed including 
Douglas Island, logging in the watersheds, golf courses in Pitt Meadows 
and elsewhere, and of course: Burke Mountain!

It also wasn’t long before some key people joined the club, in 
particular Elaine Golds whose arrival on the scene was a blessing in too 
many ways to count. Many people who joined BMN early on remain an 
important part of the club. I’m thinking of Elaine, of course, and also 
Norma and Don Gillespie, Anne Holt and Mike and Marjorie Griffin, as 
well as many others.

BMN is an impressive club. I’m amazed when I think of all the 
things that it has achieved, particularly in greenspace protection, 
but also in involving the community in learning about natural history 
and the importance of preserving natural areas. It is a dynamic and 
vibrant club, and it does more in a year than some of the older, more 
hidebound clubs do in a decade!  
Of course, the strength of the 
club lies with the strength of its 
members, and BMN has some 
pretty impressive folk on board.

(Note:  When Christine moved 
to Ottawa in 1994, she left a huge 
hole in terms of our volunteer 
capacity that we have struggled 
to fill. Christine remains a BMN 
member who still avidly reads our 
newsletters and is an extremely-
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active, award-winning, report-writing, event-organizing volunteer in the 
Ottawa community with the Ottawa Field Naturalists, the Fletcher Wildlife 
Garden, the Friends of Petrie Island, the Ontario Breeding Bird Survey 
and others. Her particular passion these days is the Larose Forest outside 
of Ottawa).

From Mark Haddock, our first Conservation Chair:

In early 1989 I decided that I’d like to learn more about bird and plant 
identification. I knew about the Vancouver Natural History Society, and 
had attended the odd event, but didn’t really want to drive into Vancouver 
for meetings. One day I was watching community announcements on 
Rogers Cable 4, and saw a notice inviting people interested in starting a 
Tri-Cities naturalist group to phone a contact person (I believe Anne Holt 
or April Mol, or maybe both). I phoned the number and was given a date 
for a meeting to be held at the Holt residence. I attended, and was pleased 
to find a great group of people with diverse backgrounds and interests  
—I knew it would be a good group to learn from. We all had different 
motivations and objectives, but were directed towards common goals.

I told the group about campaigning in the 1970s to protect Widgeon 
Lake from being dammed and diverted, and how there had been a 
community proposal to make Burke Mountain a park back in 1966. We 
ended up deciding that we should have a Conservation Committee that 
would take up this advocacy work, in addition to the other things the 
club would do.

The issue of a name for our new group came up, and while 
there were several worthy options, it was felt that “Burke Mountain 
Naturalists” would both recognize the landmark that we all see to 
the north and east, and perhaps help our fledgling campaign to 
protect Burke Mountain. The loss of wilderness was getting a lot of 
attention provincially and, in response, the Social Credit government 
announced a “Parks and Wilderness for the ‘90s” initiative. This gave 
us the perfect opening to develop a proposal and a venue in which to 
promote it. John Cashore was the local MLA, and he invited us on his 
Cable TV show to discuss the issue. An election was in the works, and 
Mike Harcourt promised to double the protected areas in BC if elected. 
When the NDP became government, John Cashore was appointed 
Minister of Environment, Land and Parks, and our efforts had an 
inside track to Cabinet. It took years of hard work, but by June 1995, 
our vision from 1989 was realized when Pinecone Burke Provincial 
Park was created. That was just one of BMN’s early and successful 
campaigns, but it was a prominent one because it was part of our 
vision from the very first meeting.

From others?

As we celebrate our past two decades of “knowing nature and keeping it 
worth knowing”, we especially welcome recollections from other members 
describing why they joined BMN and what they have enjoyed about being 
a BMN member. We encourage you to submit them to our Editor.       BMN           

Education Conservation 
Committee Report – a Look 
Back on our Formative Years
by Elaine Golds

In part, because I was not a founding member of BMN, I have found 
it fascinating to read the old newsletters and learn more about our 
beginnings. It’s amazing how many of the places about which we remain 
so passionate were quickly identified as in need of our stewardship and 
how many issues still remain “on our plate”. But then, I suppose 
it’s a little like owning a home. Once acquired, you soon learn 
that upkeep is an ongoing requirement. I think we were very 

lucky that we had experienced people such as Christine and Mark to 
guide us along in the beginning.  They taught us the importance of being 
credible, the need to gather and disseminate information, how to create 
public support for initiatives and work in a positive manner with other 
groups as well as the significance of building relationships with elected 
officials and working within existing processes to move our agenda 
forward. I have to admit that, when I review all the issues we worked 
on, I become exhausted all over again at the thought of it and can only 
wonder – wow – how did we do all that?

There is not sufficient space in one newsletter to describe all our 
issues and accomplishments over twenty years. Instead, I will focus 
instead on the issues that consumed our time and attention in the 
beginning. You will see that many of these issues have remained a 
major focus for our EdCon Committee. Of course, our efforts involve 
far more than only this committee; indeed, accomplishing our goals 
has only happened with much effort and dedication on the part of all 
our members…and we remain indebted to everyone for their heartfelt 
participation.

  In July 1989, BMN members undertook their first investigative hike 
to Burke Mountain. By September, Christine was encouraging everyone 
to write letters to the Parks Minister to ask for its protection - logging of 
old growth forests on the plateau was thought to be an imminent threat. 
At the same time, various development proposals (golf course, PNE site, 
race track, residential housing) for Colony Farm were also surfacing. 
We were also concerned about hunting north of DeBoville and proposed 
logging of old growth forests on Eagle Mountain. As Conservation Chair, 
Mark Haddock successfully appeared as a delegation to local councils 
early in 1990 to solicit their support in the protection of Eagle Mountain. 
He was eventually successful in having these logging plans deferred 
for several years (until a Parks initiative came along under which Eagle 
Mountain was protected).

To raise awareness of the threats to Colony Farm, Christine organized 
the first public walkabout at Colony Farm in September, 1989. This 
event was attended by over 150 people - only 60 had been excepted. A 
conservation committee, formed in the spring of 1990, started by dealing 
with Eagle Mountain, Colony Farm and Burke Mountain. However, there 
was a housing boom underway in the lower mainland in the early 1990s 
which put considerable pressure on converting any seemingly “vacant” 
land to suburbs. In addition, “golf course fever” seemed to have infected 
the entire lower mainland. Because golf courses were still considered 
an acceptable use of agricultural lands, many hectares of ALR land were 
under threat of such conversion including Colony Farm as well as land 
on the north side of DeBoville Slough. These were the initial issues that 
occupied BMN 
Conservation 
Committee 
members in our 
first two years.

By 1991, 
BMN 
considered 
creating an 
Education 
Committee to 
handle some 
of the issues 
covered by 
the very busy 
Conservation Committee. However, this idea never gained legs – I think 

people realized that we would simply create yet another meeting 
for the same busy people to attended. Instead, we simply added 
Education to our name and became the Education-Conservation 

The fate of Colony Farm remained undecided when this Community Forum 
was held on Jan 22, 1991. Local MLA John Cashore was instrumental in 
having an Advisory Committee formed and a Land Use Planning process to 
ensure the community was consulted. From left to right, Elaine Golds,  
Don Gillespie, Deanna Thomas and then-MLA John Cashore.



Committee. It was around this time that I was convinced to join. Mark 
Haddock, due to his work commitments had to step down as Chair so 
Jack and Susan Norie became co-chairs. EdCon members now included 
the Nories, the Gillespies, the Griffins, Christine, Mark, April Mol and me. 
We were circulating a petition to protect Colony Farm; over 200 people 
attend the 1991 fall walkabout. Christine had prepared brochures on the 
birds of DeBoville (in those days, spelled DeBouville) and Colony Farm 
with a new one planned on the plants of Colony Farm. Crown land on the 
north side of DeBoville was up for sale and we were worried about the fate 
of the great blue heron colony with its 30 nests at the mouth of McLean 
Creek just north of where DeBoville enters the Pitt River. In November 
1991, I presented a detailed critique to the GVRD Board on their very 
flawed drinking watershed logging practices.

By 1992, our newsletter was lengthened to 8 pages to accommodate 
the increasing reports on field trips and issues. In January that year, 
April Mol conducted the 4th annual Harrison Bald Eagle tour for 

BMN. This field trip eventually 
evolved into the Harrison Bald 
Eagle Festival under April’s 
guidance. That spring, in view 
of our growing reputation as a 
knowledgeable group, we were 
asked to conduct a wildlife 
inventory of the newly created 
Shoreline Park in Port Moody. 
Christine agreed to undertake 
most of the field observations 
and be the group leader for 
this report.  In 1992, Widgeon 
Slough was acquired as a 
new regional park – but was 
to remain closed to the public 
on special occasions because 
of road access issues. (This 
remains the case today.)

Early in 1992, the Conservation 
Committee received a request 
to undertake an inventory of the 

trees of the Riverview lands. Given that most of these trees are exotic 
rather than native, we felt we did not have the appropriate expertise but 
supported the idea and agreed to help solicit volunteers. Port Coquitlam 
announced their intention to change the zoning on Douglas Island in 
possible preparation for a residential development. Alarmed at such 
plans, we arranged a boat trip to the Island with the press in attendance. 
Feeling that the more groups concerned about Douglas Island, the better; 
a new group, the Friends of Douglas Island, appeared on the scene (by 
Doug Bennie, a new BMN EdCon member, it was comprised mostly of 
Port Coquitlam residents who were already members of BMN or Valley 
Outdoors, a local hiking group). Mark Haddock prepared a detailed brief 
proposing a Class A Provincial Park for Burke Mountain and areas to 
the north; at the time he called this the Burke-Widgeon Provincial Park 
proposal.  Christine prepared a new brochure, the Plants of DeBouville 
Slough. We were worried that the heron colony at DeBoville was being 
disturbed by pile driving for the new pump house, an eagle as well as 
airplanes spraying pesticides on the berry fields. The possible sale of 
these Crown  
lands (and subsequent loss of the trees) was also a huge concern. 
Christine devoted hours to deal with these threats; we took our MLA, 
John Cashore, to visit the area and, as a consequence, he was able to 
arrange for funds to hire Christine to monitor the heron colony during the 
pile driving (which only happened during restricted hours) and  
agreed to look further into the situation.

Mark Haddock received an environment award from Port Moody 
(where he lived at the time) for his efforts to protect local areas.  
We learned of an alarming ski resort and residential development 
proposal for the Genstar lands on the top of Burke Mountain. On May 
31, 1992, the walkabout at Colony Farm attracted 250 people. Don and 
Doug worked on brushing out trails on Burke and preparing maps as 
well as leading a number of public hikes. We knew that if we wanted to 
convince people the area must be protected, they would need to have 
an opportunity to hike there and get to know the area themselves. In 
partnership with Wilderness Committee and with funding from Mountain 
Equipment Co-op, we produced an educational flyer on what we then 
called the Pinecone Lake-Burke Mountain Park Proposal. Mark prepared 
a travelling slide show and started out by getting local municipalities to 
support the park proposal. We started collecting funds to protect Burke 
and soon raised over $1000. We purchased our first display panels as we 
needed to travel with display materials to accompany the slide show Mark 
had prepared.

Locally, we were also concerned about a golf course proposal for 
Mundy Park so we joined the Friends of Mundy Park to help thwart 
such an outlandish idea. Lovely articles by Kiyoshi started to appear in 
our newsletter; in one, he mentioned the threat of development to the 
Riverview lands. By the end of 1992, John Cashore had been able to 
convince provincial officials to transfer the land on which the DeBoville 
heronry was located to the Fish and Wildlife Branch effectively protecting 
these lands for the needs of wildlife. It was an incredibly busy year for us 
- but it was only the beginning…

By 1993, we were very encouraged to learn that a formal study group 
for Pinecone Burke was being set up but alarmed that current plans for 
Mundy Park showed 50% of the lands allocated for a golf course and 
playing fields. We wanted to see Mundy Park protected as urban forest. 
We continued to oppose logging in the drinking watersheds and became 
concerned about a new proposal to treat drinking water with chloramine. 
This was a long-lasting substitute for chlorine and would pose a 
risk for fish when tap water from, garden hoses, car washing or fire 
hydrants, would enter urban streams. In support of our plans to protect 
Pinecone Burke, our membership was undergoing explosive growth. Our 
newsletters always led off with the EdCon Report on the front page and 
it was hard to keep up with all the events. The study team for Pinecone 
Burke was announced; Mark Haddock would be our representative on it.

In Port Moody, plans were afoot to develop the Old Mill site in the 
Shoreline Park – we wanted it kept as natural as possible for wildlife 
habitat. We also had concerns about re-locating the City Hall to the head 
of the Inlet. At the time, this area was all natural forest. We took on the 

issue of stopping jet skis in the Coquitlam River and checked out Surrey 
Bend, another area we felt required protection. We initiated our nest box 
program by installing122 boxes at Wigeon. On March 7, a walkabout at 
	  	 Riverview hosted by a new group, the Riverview Horticultural 	
		  Centre Society, attracted 60 people (including a number of BMN 	

At the June 1993 BMN meeting (then held at Walton Elementary School), Doug Bennie, who had 
created extensive hand-carved signage for all the new trails from Burke to Boise, presented the 
departing Christine Hanrahan with a hand-carved sign pointing the way back from Ottawa to all  
of her favorite places. We keep hoping Christine will put the sign to good use some day.

Trail along pipeline at Shoreline Park  
(now site of bicycle path), September 1992.  
photo by C. Hanrahan
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The ad-hoc committee for Pinecone-Burke met in Elaine’s living room to  
plan the Fools Gold trail from Coquitlam to Squamish through Pinecone  
Burke. From left to right, Susan Mewhort, Don Gillespie, Doug Bennie, Mark 
Haddock and Dan Gerak. Joe Foy was also present. photo by Elaine Golds. page 4

members). At open houses for Pinecone Burke, we jostled with loggers 
for space at the information boards. Don, Doug and a large entourage of 
volunteers continued with their trail work on Burke and beyond. In 1993, 
the annual Colony Farm walkabout was held during Environment Week 
in June. To our great chagrin, Christine announced she and Tom were 
moving to Ottawa; her last newsletter as our Editor in June 1993 was full 
of wonderful reports on all her favourite places in the Tri-Cities.  

Despite Christine’s departure, by the end of 1993, the list of issues 
we were covering had grown considerably. They included air quality 
permits for the Burrard Thermal plant, watershed logging including the 
loss of giant old growth Douglas firs along Meech Creek in the Coquitlam 
watershed, the sale of more Crown lands on the north side of DeBoville, 
a new official community plan for Port Coquitlam that failed to protect 
greenspaces and proposed inappropriate alterations to Mundy Park.  
We received the good news that MLA John Cashore was in process of 
setting up an advisory committee for Colony Farm which would have 
representation from BMN and assurances that public wishes would 
be respected. A new feature appeared in our newsletter, “Letter of the 
Month”. The first one suggested people write letters concerning impacts 
of Burrard Thermal on air quality and impacts of chlorine discharge into 
Burrard Inlet. Another new feature as we headed into municipal elections 
was a BMN questionnaire distributed to all candidates running for Mayor 
or Council in the Tri-cities. We were also worried about a new golf 
course at Swaneset in Pitt Meadows where we were concerned about a 
proposed dock on the Pitt River (for boats and float planes) as well as a 
proposal to discharge sewage into the Pitt River. The year concluded with 
a new water flow agreement from BC Hydro for the Coquitlam River that 
assured increased flows for fish and resulted in the creation of some fish 
habitat channels just downstream of the dam.

By 1994, the pressure was mounting on the government to take 
action on Pinecone Burke. The study team continued to meet. Mark, 
accompanied by Joe Foy of the Wilderness Committee, toured the lower 
mainland, Fraser Valley and Squamish areas with a slide show on the 
Pinecone-Burke Park Proposal. Four long-awaited public meetings 
were finally scheduled; they were jammed with hikers, naturalists and 
environmentalists not to mention a few noisy loggers.  We thought we 
might get a decision from the government soon. On the home front, the 
Friends of Mundy Park and others continued to raise concerns about 
paved paths and other proposed features in Mundy Park. We spoke at a 
public meetings regarding sewage for Swaneset, the proposed Burrard 
Inlet Environmental Action Plan (BIEAP) and other issues. We got a grant

for more nest boxes and received BIEAP funds to publish our Shoreline 
Park inventory. We were successful in getting buffers (not as large as we 
had hoped) set aside for wildlife when more Crown land on the north side 
of DeBoville was sold for agricultural purposes.

Our April 1994 newsletter featured an article on Fools Gold Trail 
(planned but not completed) which would take people from Burke to 
Boise in the Upper Pitt and then out to logging roads on the Squamish 
side. We discussed the possible need for fencing at DeBoville to protect 
the buffers set aside for wildlife and obtained a grant to do so. We 
were busy leading nature walks all over the place and, for the first time, 
celebrated International Migratory Bird Day with an event for the press. 
The 5th annual Colony Farm Walkabout attracted 250 people. In addition 
the Riverview Horticultural Society was hosting regular tree walks at 
Riverview. Our nest box program grew with another 400 boxes which we 
placed in Widgeon, Minnekhada and along Oliver Road.

We were delighted when Western Kingbirds, Least Flycatchers and 
Lazuli Buntings nested at Colony Farm making it a hot spot for birders 
that summer. That fall, we finally had Open Houses for the protection 
of Colony Farm which we encouraged people to attend and select the 
best option to protect wildlife habitat at the Farm. In our newsletters, we 
encouraged our members to write letters asking for the protection of 
Douglas Island, Pinecone Burke and Colony Farm - to name a few. We 
asked the School Board to not apply pesticides to schoolyards to control 
vegetation. We worked with the Body Shop on a campaign to raise 
awareness about endangered species and called the highly endangered 
Pacific Water Shrew the “Spotted Owl of urban streams and ravines”.

To great acclaim, the Protected Areas Strategy (PAS) was announced, 
this program of the Harcourt government would lead to the protection 
of at least 12% of the land base of BC; we knew it would bode well for 
our proposed parks. On December 17, a new Wildlife Management Area 
was announced at the mouth of the Coquitlam River to protect nesting 
habitat for about 40 pairs of herons (this had been previously announced 
by MLA John Cashore at our Colony Farm walkabout but took several 
months to complete the paperwork).

Thus ended our first five years of conservation-education efforts. 
Many more successes followed. For example, the new air quality permit 
for Burrard Thermal was vastly improved and the plant was required 
to stop releasing chlorine into Burrard Inlet. In 1995, there was much 
celebration when Pinecone Burke Park, Indian Arm Park (which 
included Eagle Mountain), Colony Farm, Douglas Island, Surrey Bend 
(and many other areas across the province) were announced as new 
parks under PAS. It took much longer to stop logging in our drinking 
watersheds but eventually, we and others (Will Koop, the Wilderness 
Committee and SPEC) finally brought sanity to watershed management 
late in 1999.  Imagine what the Tri-cities might have looked like if not 
for our efforts to protect local greenspaces!  Can you envision the PNE 
and a race track at Colony Farm, golf courses at DeBoville and Douglas 
Island or a ski resort on Burke Mountain?   If not, then, be very grateful 
for all the volunteers (including those from other like-minded groups) 
who helped to prevent such proposals from becoming reality and for 
the elected officials and decision-makers in government who listened to 
our collective voice of reason.				     BMN

New:  Email Delivery Option 
for the BMN Newsletter
Does anyone want to receive their copy of the BMN newsletter  
in their ‘inbox’ instead of via Canada Post?   
If so, and if you are a paid-up BMN member, please email Carole  
         (caroleedwards@shaw.ca) to let her know.                          BMN



Announcements:
Wednesday, January 14 at 7 pm:  Colony Farm Park Association meets 
at MV Avalon office in Burnaby. For more information, contact Elaine.

Thursday, January 15 at 7 pm:  Friends of DeBoville Slough meet at the 
Pinetree Community Centre in Coquitlam to plan activities for the coming year. 

Sunday, January 18:  Twenty years ago, the inaugural meeting of the 
Burke Mountain Naturalists was held with 15-20 people in attendance. 
See articles elsewhere in this newsletter for more information. 

Tuesday, January 20 at 7:15 pm:  Education-Conservation Committee 
meeting at Elaine’s.

Friday, January 23:  Public comments are due regarding the proposed 
twinning of the BCTC transmission line from Merritt to the Meridian 
Station in Coquitlam. Locally, the transmission line will cross Golden Ears 
and Pinecone Burke Parks, come close to sandhill nesting areas in Pitt 
Meadows and, further east, have an impact on spotted owl habitat in the 
Uztlius Valley and elsewhere. BMN will be submitting detailed comments. 
We encourage our members to participate as well.

Saturday, January 31:  Deadline for comments on the proposed new BC 
Trails Strategy. See http://www.tca.gov.bc.ca/sites_trails/docs/Provincial_
Trails_Strategy/DraftTrail_Strategy_LowRes_111708.pdf for details. A 
public meeting was held in North Vancouver on January 12. 

February 2-5:  State of the Salmon, an international conference at the 
Fairmont Waterfront Hotel in Vancouver features speakers from Russia, 
Japan, Canada, Korea and the US to discuss critical salmon conservation 
issues. See www.stateofthesalmon.org. $250 registration.

February 10 at 7:30 pm:  BMN monthly meeting. At Como Lake United 
Church, corner of Marmont and King Albert in Coquitlam. Guest speaker 
will be Juan Jose Alava on “The Galapagos Islands: Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Exploitation”. 

February 14 at 10 am:  BMN nest box cleaning at Colony Farm Regional 
Park. We need volunteers. If you can help, please sign up at the meeting 
or contact Don Gillespie (604-937-3483).

Tuesday, February 17 at 7 pm:  Annual General Meeting of the Port 
Moody Ecological Society which operates the Noons Creek Hatchery. 
Guest speaker to be announced. At the Port Moody Recreation Centre. 
Enter the main (old door), proceed up the stairs and to the left. Members 
of the public are most welcome.

Saturday, February 21 at 10 am:  BMN nest box cleaning at Minnekhada 
Regional Park.

Saturday, February 28 at 10 am:  BMN nest box cleaning at DeBoville 
Slough and Oliver Road. We hope to work on this project with Friends of 
DeBoville Slough volunteers.

Saturday, March 7 at 10 am:  BMN nest box cleaning at Widgeon Slough.

For updates and other events of interest, remember to check our 
website on a regular basis:  www.bmn.bc.ca.                              BMN

Welcome to our new members!
Carole Edwards, Membership

We are very pleased to welcome the following new members to the 
club over the past couple of months. Please look out for them at the next 
meeting or hike and extend your own personal welcome.

Coquitlam 	- Maple Creek Streamkeepers, Peter Spira & Valerie Duma

Port Coquitlam - Colleen Gillis & Brad Johannson,  
		                         Judy, Noel & Steven Donaghey, Lani Shelden 

Port Moody - Paul & Yvonne Harris, Tracy Riddell            B BMN

The last Explorer Day of 2008 
was held Dec 6th, when members of the BMN 
Young Naturalists Club visited the facilities of the Wildlife Rescue 
Association in Burnaby. Kristal Brennan, Education Coordinator, 
presented a slideshow and ‘show and tell’ session describing WRA’s 
work and some of their success stories of animals nursed back to health 
and returned to the wild. Afterwards, Krystal (pictured above) led the 
Young Nats on a wet—but informative—nature walk along the shore of 
Burnaby Lake.                                                                                     BMN

January Explorer Day:
Learn about bears with Drake Stephens  
from Bear Aware BC

Saturday, January 24th from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

Have you seen a black bear before?  We live in an area where bears 
are sighted quite often, sometimes right in our backyards. We will learn 
about our 
local bears 
during the first 
Explorer Day 
of 2009. Drake 
Stephens, 
Program 
Delivery 
Specialist of 
Bear Aware 
BC, will show us 
pictures of bears in Coquitlam and talk about bear behavior, bear facts 
and myths, bear biology, and bear safety including what we should do 
when we see a bear. The Bear Aware website is: http://www.bearaware.
bc.ca/index.htm (Because of the potential for rain or snow, this Explorer 
Day will be held indoors.)

Please note:________________________________________________

Pre-registration is required for this event and the number of 
participants is limited to 25. 

This event is for BMN YNC members. Only if there is room, can 
members bring their friends. Please contact Noriko by email if you wish 
to attend. Meet the leader at the entrance of the Canoe Club  
(in the Klahanie residential area of Port Moody) at 12:50 pm sharp.  
		  The exact address will be provided directly to the members 	
		  attending.                                                                                BMNpage 5

A Snow an her cubs on David Street in Coquitlam. photo by Paul vanPeenen

Photo Credit: Noriko Nakaya



Nature and Feeder Watch
by Rozanne Thomson

Marjorie Griffin sends these nature notes about their holiday in 
the Cape area of Baja California Sur, in Mexico in early December:
A resident flock of House Sparrows flew onto our hotel verandah each 
morning. Opportunistic feeders, they gleaned breakfast leftovers. Surprise 
- they were accompanied by a Cactus Wren! Described as a wary bird, 
the wren had obviously been influenced by the ‘cocky’ House Sparrrows. 
The hotel’s landscaped area of native cactus, shrubs and palm trees, 
including a water feature, attracted White-winged Doves, Ladder-backed 
Woodpecker, Hooded Oriole, House Finch and bats. At Dusk we were 
entranced by a number of White-lined Sphinx moths taking nectar.  
At the nearby San Jose estuary Osprey, American Coot, Great Egret and 
Double-crested Cormorant were observed. Over the ocean Frigate birds 
and Brown Pelicans were hard to miss. 

Here is an encounter with their resident heron at Como Lake, 
December 2nd from Doug and Liz: “This morning, along the north-east 
side of Como Lake where the alders are thick, I suddenly heard a series 
of loud “grawnks”, water splashing and flapping of wings. I came to a 
small hole in the tree screen and there was ‘our’ heron being pursued 
by 7 or 8 Common Mergansers, male and female. They all were chasing 
the heron, who had just swallowed a trout which was very obvious in 
his neck. In a moment they were all gone again and calm returned, so I 
resumed my walk. How fleeting are such moments and how wonderful!” 

Still on the subject of herons, on a walk in the snow on Jan. 2nd, 
Hilary Maguire caught a glimpse of some large wings flapping in a yard 
on Ioco Road. “I stopped and waited, hoping to confirm the sighting 
of a Great Blue Heron in a back yard, thinking such a yard would be 
a very unusual location for a heron. After some time I gave up and 
continued walking. On my return, I looked up at the house again and saw 
something move. To my great surprise there was a heron on a narrow 
second floor deck, perched on one foot on some patio decorations!”   

Bill Aaroe phoned in the last week of December to let me know that 
he had a “first” at his feeder - a Brewer’s Blackbird. He said he had seen 
them in summer at his place, but never in the winter. A little scruffy, he 
said, but it was hopping and getting along okay. 

A number of people on BC Van birds (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
bcvanbirds/) are reporting hummingbirds at their feeders; they seem to 
have become habituated to being fed and don’t know enough to return 
to winter quarters in California and Baja California. Bob Hoogstins has 
reported a friend of his in Poco has a visiting hummer. Generally the 
winter hummers are Anna’s Hummingbirds, not the Rufous variety, our 
more common summer ones. The Anna’s have expanded their range 
steadily north over the past couple of decades or more, and a few have 
started staying overwinter in selected areas on Vancouver Island and the 
Lower Mainland. 

I’m sure all of us will have seen heavy usage at our feeders. I notice 
that the Spotted Towhees are almost non-stop at our seed feeder, along 
with the Song Sparrows. As they are both ground feeders, they are 
being stressed by the lack of access to their usual food domain. I have 
very few of any the other usual feeder birds, almost no finches and few 
chickadees. What will this stressful winter mean for the abundance of 
spring and summer bird life, or for that matter, what impact will it have 
the numbers of all our fauna?

Please send your nature and feeder sightings to me at Rozanne_
Thomson@shaw.ca, or phone or fax me at 604-421-5292/5294,  
or see me at meetings. Happy New Year to all and keep those  
reports coming!                                                                  BMN  

Silent Auction a Success
ByJanet Rozanski

I am pleased to report that we have had another successful Christmas 
silent auction. The evening was filled with great fun and great deals. 
The room buzzed all evening as everyone jockeyed to be the highest 
bidder on their favorite items. Add to that some terrific treats, friendly 
conversation and a fabulous photo review of club events by Ian, and the 
evening was made very memorable. 

Thanks to the very generous donations of several members and 
businesses, we were able to raise over $1400.00. I wish to thank the 
following businesses, many of whom support us year after year:

Please support these generous businesses throughout the year.

• Amsterdam Greenhouse and Garden Centre
• MarketPlace IGA
• Backyard Bird Centre  
• Pasta Polo Restaraunt 
• Bosley’s Pet Food 
• Rodus Kouzina Restaraunt 
• Chada Thai Restaurant 
• The Village Toy Shop 
• Framing and Arts Centre 
• Westwood Plateau Golf and Country Club 
• Inlet Seafoods 
• Lassthetic Salon 

• Wild Birds Vancouver

Thank you to the many members who donated beautiful original art, 
homemade crafts, baked goods, books, muscle, cards, ornaments and 
other new and slightly used items. 

We had a wonderful variety of things filling all the tables, many of which 
were made by our members; the talent in our group is truly impressive: 

• Candice Archer - Carolyn and Jay Burr 
• Steve and Jackie Chapman - Norma Gillespie 
• Elaine Golds - Marjorie Griffin 
• Anne Holt - Hilary Maguire 
• Ian McArthur - David Mounteney 
• Victoria Otton - Deanne Perkins  
• Rachel Rozanski - Christina and John Saremba 
• David Schutz - Jane Shoemaker - Wendy Snyder

Thank you also to Dawn Black, MP and Diane Thorne, MLA. Their 
donations and good will towards environmental issues is very greatly 
appreciated.

Kiyoshi Takahashi donated a dozen calendars for 2009 to the club. 
These contain his beautiful photographs of local birds, and will also be 
available for sale at the January meeting for $15.

Due to the help of our many members the auction ran very smoothly. 
Norma Gillespie organized all of the holly and greenery and Don 
Gillespie organized the Western Canada Wilderness Committee items. 
Liz Thunstrom organized the bake table. Marian Elliott took care of the 
kitchen. Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton, Barbara Sherman and Rozanne 
Thomson helped organize and arrange the auction items; and of course 
Carole Edwards was keeping track of the money. 

Once again Ian’s slide show was superlative, the executive 
committee’s treats were delectable and the bids were generous.

Thanks again everyone for your support. Happy New Year!               BMNpage 6



An Uncommon Visitor
 by David Schutz

Townsend’s Warblers are very uncommon if not rare during the winter 
in the Lower Mainland, but on January 7, 2005 I was privileged to have 
one come to my suet feeder. It was a handsome looking male and it 
stayed around until sometime in late February (when we were away on 
vacation and the feeders went empty). Would it come back next winter, I 
wondered. Much to my delight it returned to my yard on December 10, 
2006, and stayed until April 5, 2007. 

 This was the winter that Mike and Marjorie Griffin also had one 
coming to their feeder. We wondered at first if we had the same bird 
flying back and forth between Coquitlam and Port Coquitlam, but one 
afternoon while talking to 
each other on the phone we 
each saw birds at the same 
time. Two birds confirmed!

 Last year “my bird” 
showed up on December 
6th. I have made the 
assumption it is the same 
bird, but of course can’t be 
sure. It seems highly unlikely 
that a different male bird 
would find my place at the 
same time of the year and 
exhibit the same behaviour. 
It stayed for over four 
months and my last sighting 
was April 9, 2008. The 
probability of ever seeing it 
again seemed remote.

December 6, 2008 arrived 
and found me searching 
the yard again, but 
unsuccessfully. Six days later 
I was sure that I had seen the 
last of this warbler, but Pat was still optimistic, and rightfully so, because the 
next day, December 13, my Townsend’s showed up for breakfast. I am now 
enjoying its company for a fourth consecutive winter.                             BMN

From The BMN Archives - 
Excerpts from past January 
Newsletters   
by Anne Holt

 Jan. 1990 (19 years ago)                                                                            

“A Watery Count”   
by Marjorie Griffin

Mike and I participated in the local Christmas Bird Count (for the 
International Audubon Society), on Dec. 31st, 1989. Our “beat” was on the 
north side of DeBoville Slough, including the Pitt River Dyke. Despite the 
initial very heavy rain, we counted a total of 26 species. There should have 
been more waterfowl, but of course, the shooting season still prevails.

 A highlight was the sighting of a Peregrine Falcon. 
We were not the only creatures somewhat waterlogged that day! During 
a lull in the storm, we were witness to the interesting spectacle of  
a bald eagle and red-tailed hawks, perched with wings spread out  
to dry (cormorant fashion).

  Jan. 1993   (16 years ago)___________________________________

“Wildlife Survey Report”   
by Christine Hanrahan

The year-long flora and fauna survey of the Shoreline Park System 
(Rocky Point, Inlet and Old Orchard Parks) is now complete. We have 
found 114 species of birds and 263 species of plants, including some 
very significant for the region. The final report is now being prepared 
along with brochures which will be distributed through Port Moody Parks 
and Recreation.

As Project Coordinator I wish to thank everyone who helped in this 
project in 1992.

Jan. 1995  (14 years ago)____________________________________

Announcements:   
“Port Moody Ecological Society AGM” 

  Guest speaker will be North Vancouver resident, Andy Lamb who is 
co-author of “Coastal Fishes of the Pacific Northwest” and one of the 
founders of the Marine Life Sanctuaries Society. Open to the public. Did 
you know that almost 50 species of fish have been found in the Port 
Moody arm of Burrard Inlet?  Come to Andy’s talk and find out what they 
look like.

Jan. 2001 (8 years ago)______________________________________

“BMN Hikers Review”   
by Ian McArthur and Mark Johnston

…Fifteen people were out for the traverse of Burns Bog in mid-
October. Don DeMille guided us on this longer than expected day. On our 
journey we saw blueberry farms, ponds, attempted cranberry farms and 
many of the bog’s native plants. Don is very knowledgeable on the history 
of the bog, including the mining of peat and attempts at developing the 
area. The highlight of the day was spotting six Sandhill Cranes.

Jan. 2002 (7 years ago)______________________________________

“Canadian Mining Companies Help Bats”   
by David Mounteney

Several Canadian mining companies have joined forces with Bat 
Conservation International (BCI) to protect winter hibernation sites in old 
abandoned mines in Canada and the U.S. Instead of completely sealing 
old mine entrances, specially designed steel gates are installed allowing 
the bats access to the mine tunnels while keeping children out. BCI has 
been working on this project since 1993. Biologists evaluate the suitability 
of a mine for bat habitat and BCI designs the bat compatible gates. ....

Jan. 2003 (6 years ago)    ____________________________________

“Bear in the Chines - Bring in Your Feeders!”
by Elaine Golds

   Given the combination of an El Nino year and global warming, the 
winter to date has been, well, weirdly warm. I notice insects gathering 
around our porch light in the evenings - in January!  ..City of Port Moody 
staff report that a bear has been hanging out in the Chines for several 
weeks with no signs of hibernating yet. They are reluctant to call in the 
Conservation Officer to remove it because this really means the bear will 
be killed. However, phone calls from people complaining of a bear getting 
into garbage and bird feeders keep coming into the City. Staff request 
that people ensure their garbage is kept bear-proof and ask people in the 
             vicinity to take down their feeders temporarily to discourage this 
             bear from developing bad habits and becoming a problem bear  
	          (a death sentence).                                                               BMN

Photo by David Schutz
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The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is 
a member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists) 
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are: 
•  to promote the enjoyment of nature 
•  to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,  our environment 
•  to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas, 		
   particularly local areas 
•  to actively pursue the conservation & preservation  
   of the natural world 

President: Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca

VP: Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax)egolds@sfu.ca

Past President: Ian McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net

Treasurer & Membership:  
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864) caroleedwards@shaw.ca

Recording Secretary:  
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511) barb23@gmail.com

Members-at-Large: 
Anne Holt (604.936.4108), Mark Johnston (604.552.0727) 
Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292), Candice Archer (604.945.6853)

BC Nature Directors: 
Jude Grass (604.219.2043), Mike Griffin (alt.)

Newsletter Editor: 
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805) BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com

Newsletter Design: 
Brigitte Breuer, brigitteb@telus.net

Education/Conservation Committee: 
Chair: Elaine Golds, Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton 
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin, Ian McArthur, Niall Williams, 
Carole Edwards 

Nature and Feeder Watch: Rozanne Thomson 
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294

Young Naturalists Club: 
Noriko Nakaya  (604-675-9031) bmnync@gmail.com 

BMN Publications: 
Monthly Newsletter, except July  
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough 
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor 

Bird Brochures: Colony Farm, Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area 
DeBoville Slough, Como Lake

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough

Trail Maps: Burke Mountain Map & Widgeon Valley 

Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System,by Christine 
Hanrahan et al, 1994, 121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library

Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 
1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its 
Future”, by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 
pages available on our website www.bmn.bc.ca

Burke Mountain Naturalists, P.O. Box 52540,  
R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, B.C. V3B 7J4, www.bmn.ca

Burke Mountain Naturalists		
Balance Sheet  As at 08/31/2008	 	

ASSETS - BANK ACCOUNTS		
VanCity Bank Account		  10,239.51 
VanCity Share Account		  53.61 
Term Deposit - 11/03/93		  1,485.43 
Term Deposit - 07/06/94		  1,508.89 
Term Deposit - 06/07/95		  1,458.21 
Term Deposit - 12/12/96		  2,603.94 
TOTAL ASSETS		  17,349.59 

LIABILITIES - CURRENT LIABILITIES		
Danny Grass Mem. Fund (approp)		  5,886.53 
Grants (appropriated funds)		  5,431.86 
Educational Fund (appropriated)		  291.58 
Birdsong CD (approp.)		  2,296.21 
Projector Screen (approp. funds)		  600.00 
Unappropriated Membership Funds		  1,165.62 
GST Paid on Purchases	 (79.58)	
GST Refund		  (79.58)
TOTAL LIABILITIES		  15,592.22

EQUITY 
RETAINED EARNINGS		
Current Earnings		  1,757.37 
CURRENT EARNINGS		  1,757.37 
TOTAL EQUITY		  1,757.37 
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY		  17,349.59

This newsletter is printed on Genesis paper,  
100% post consumer, deinked & 100% Eco Certified.

✃

Membership Form
Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

	 ❑ Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

	 ❑ Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year)  
	      (Please include all first names and indicate which are children.) 

	 ❑ Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive eleven monthly newsletters  
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also 
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a registered 
non-profit society with charitable income status.

Name(s):__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________

City:______________________________________________________ 

Postal Code:________________________________________________

Telephone:_________________________________________________ 

E-mail:____________________________________________________
Send your completed membership form to:

Burke Mountain Naturalists, P.O. Box 52540,  
R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4 page 8


