
Dave Bennie Wins Port Moody 
Environment Award by Elaine Golds

We were all thrilled when Dave Bennie received the Port Moody 
Environment Award at the City’s annual Civic Appreciation Dinner in 
January. Dave is Vice President of the Port Moody Ecological Society 
and a very active volunteer with their hatchery on Noons Creek in 
Port Moody. Dave can be found at the hatchery most mornings of the 
week doing whatever needs to be done and chatting with visitors on 
the side (plus handing out dog biscuits to the four-footed visitors). 
He is also the person responsible for organizing the very successful 
Fingerling Festival in early May every year at Noons Creek and the 
Port Moody arena. This event, at which children release juvenile 
chum salmon into Noons Creek, is the most popular environmental 
event in all of the Tri-cities. Dave is already busy organizing the event, 
this year on Saturday, May 2. (BMN will be there, as usual, with 
our educational material.)  Dave is also an active volunteer with the 
Maple Creek Streamkeepers and is involved in activities of other local 
groups as well when his time allows. We are especially pleased to see 
Dave win as he was our nominee for this award.

Dave is keeping up a fine family tradition with his amazing 
volunteer efforts. Dave’s father, Doug (now deceased) was an 
extremely active trail-building, sign-creating volunteer with BMN. 
Doug was also hatchery manger at the Noons Creek Hatchery and 
helped to raise awareness about the need to protect Maple Creek in 
Port Coquitlam and Coquitlam. Dave’s mother is a keen supporter of 
Riverview and, during Tree Fest at Riverview, can typically be found 
volunteering at Finnies Garden.

Dave grew up in Port Coquitlam where he continues to reside. 
For a few years (before the property was sold), Dave resided on his 
grandfather’s acreage at the foot of Burke Mountain on Quarry  
Road where he hosted a number of memorable Burke Mountain 
Naturalists’ summer picnics. Long-term BMN members will 
remember the wonderful gatherings we had there!

With the receipt of this award, Dave joins a select group of 
incredibly dedicated volunteers who have contributed much to 
community life and awareness of the value of salmon streams in Port 
Moody (and elsewhere). A previous recipient of this award was BMN 
member, Kiyoshi Takahashi, who was recognized for his many years 
of work in providing nest boxes plus monitoring and banding the 
growing colony of purple martins at Rocky Point.

 

 

Watch This Space! by Gill Richardson

The owners of Pitt River Lodge are again happy to accommodate a 
group of us for a weekend, probably the last weekend in May. This is 
a good chance to see the area we have all heard so much about - the 
Upper Pitt! I have asked for details of the cost and I’m sure there will 
be the same choice as last year - camping on the grounds, catering 
for yourself in a cabin or full board in the Lodge.

Last year we were able to go rafting down the Upper Pitt and to 
explore the hot springs and other areas. We enjoyed watching the 
multitude of hummingbirds and most of us saw at least one bear, 
and even an elk, amongst 
other wildlife. We were able to 
hear first hand about fragility 
of the area. The weather really 
cooperated. This year we will  
have more time to organize the 
trip so I hope that some who  
were not able to participate last 
year will have the chance to go. 

As soon as I have the details  
I will let you know so that we 
	        can start lists in March.

March 10th 2009, 7:30pm  
Como Lake United Church  

King Albert Avenue, Coquitlam

“Guest” speaker will be  
Larry Cowan on birding  

in Ecuador. 

Visit our website for updates  
and additional information:  

www.bmn.bc.ca

N e x t  M e e t i n g :  

Burke Mountain Naturalists
 Promoting Nature Awareness in Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, Port Moody - and  beyond
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photo courtesy of the City of Port Moody

MLA for Coquitlam-Maillardville Diane Thorne (2nd from left) attended our January meeting/
birthday bash and presented a certificate recognizing the valuable contributions our club has 
made to the community in its first 20 years. Accepting on behalf of the club were three of the 
founding members: Anne Holt (on left) and Marjorie and Mike Griffin.
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Announcements:
Friday, February 13 at 8:45 am:  Pro-D Day event. Friends 

of DeBoville Slough will lead School District #43 teachers on a nature 
walk at DeBoville Slough to explain the significance of this area. BMN 
volunteers will assist.

February 14 at 10 am:  BMN nest box cleaning at Colony Farm 
Regional Park. We need volunteers. If you can help, please sign up 
at the meeting or contact Don Gillespie (604-942-7378). Meet in the 
parking lot at the end of Colony Farm Road. We will divide into teams 
at that point.

Monday, February 16:  Deadline for comments on Port Moody’s 
Official Community Plan. We especially encourage BMN members 
who are Port Moody residents to participate in this important planning 
process. Of particular concern are high rise towers (up to 26 floors) 
proposed in the City works yard and Fire Hall # 1 site as well as future 
high rise towers in what is now the working mill site adjacent to 
Rocky Point Park. All these high towers would be placed too close to 
environmentally-sensitive greenspace and could be an impediment to 
the wide variety of birds which rely on habitat in the Shoreline Park 
and Burrard Inlet. The City has already approved 12 high rise towers 
(not all have been built yet) and more will follow around Evergreen 
skytrain stations once locations are approved. Please submit your 
comments to ocp@cityofportmoody.com.

Tuesday, February 17, 8:30am- 4 pm:  BC Hydro and their 
Bridge Coastal Program will provide an update of all the projects 
presently being conducted in the Coquitlam River to study and 
enhance fish habitat. Free and open to the public. To register, please 
contact Scott Allen at 604-528-3308.   

Tuesday, February 17 at 7 pm:  Annual General Meeting of 
the Port Moody Ecological Society which operates the Noons Creek 
Hatchery. Guest speaker will be Professor John Reynolds (& BMN 
member) who will speak on “Salmon of the Great Bear Rainforest”.  
At the Port Moody Recreation Centre, 300 Ioco Road, Port Moody in 
Multipurpose Room 2.  Enter the main (old) door, proceed up the stairs 
and to the left. Members of the public are most welcome. Reynolds’s 
presentation will begin after the AGM probably at around 7:45 pm.

Wednesday, February 18 at 7:15 pm:  Education-
Conservation Committee meets at Elaine’s. Please note change of date 
to a Wednesday evening for this month only. If any BMN member 
wishes to get more involved with activities of this busy committee, 
please contact Elaine – we would welcome your input and help!

Wednesday, February 18, midnight:  Deadline for public 
comments on draft Terms of Reference for the massive 1027 MW run-
of-river projects on 17 rivers in Bute Inlet. See Action Item for more 
information.

  Saturday, February 21 at 10 am:  BMN nest box cleaning 
at Minnekhada Regional Park. We need volunteers - especially people 
who can climb ladders to retrieve nest boxes. The use of a short 
extension ladder would be also much appreciated (we have two 
available but would like to have a third). Meet in the parking lot at 
Quarry Road.

Sunday, February 22, 1-5 pm:  Coq. Farmers Winter Market at 
the Port Moody Recreation Centre, 300 Ioco Road. Also on March 8 & 22. 

Saturday, February 28 at 10 am:  BMN nest box cleaning at 
DeBoville Slough and Oliver Road. We will be working on this project 
with Friends of DeBoville Slough. Meet at the entrance to DeBoville 
Slough at the intersection of Victoria and Cedar Drives.

Saturday, March 7 at 10 am:  BMN nest box cleaning at 
Widgeon Slough. This nest box cleaning provides a rare opportunity 
to visit Metro Vancouver’s Regional Reserve that will, at some point in 
the future, be opened to the public. We will meet in the Quarry Road 
parking lot for Minnekhada Park and proceed from there in a group 
through the locked gate to Widgeon. Please note, we must all leave 
at the same time which is usually around 2 pm. Bring a snack. No 
washrooms are available – but there are plenty of bushes.

Saturday, March 7, 9am to 12:30pm:  Join Larry Cowan and 
members of Nature Vancouver for a birding trip to DeBoville Slough 
and Minnekhada Regional Park. Meet at the parking area at Victoria 
& Cedar Drives at 9am. Vehicles will be positioned in the Minnekhada 
parking lot on Quarry Road for the return trip. Contact Larry at 604-
465-1402.

Saturday, March 7: Metro Vancouver Parks Ideas Fair at Pacific 
Spirit Regional Park for all Park volunteers throughout Metro Vancouver. 
At the UBC longhouse. Contact Metro Vancouver Parks for details.

Tuesday, March 10:  BMN Monthly Meeting at Como Lake 
United Church, corner of King Albert and Marmont Ave in Coquitlam. 
“Guest” speaker will be Larry Cowan on birding in Ecuador.

Saturday, March 14 from 10am-noon:  Metro Vancouver 
Parks and the Wildlife Tree Stewardship Program offer a workshop 
on identifying, monitoring and protecting wildlife trees at Deas Island 
Regional Park. Free; register by phoning 604-432-6359 or email 
programs.info@metrovancouver.org.

Sunday, March 15 at 9:30 am:  New Event! BMN co-hosts a 
Great Blue Heron Walk at Colony Farm for members of the public. Meet 
at the end of Colony Farm Road. We will also be distributing a new 
brochure on the great blue herons of Colony Farm. This nature walk will 
repeat on Saturday, March 21 and is intended for people of all ages.

Sunday, March 15 at 1 pm:  Riverview Tree Walk. Join the 
Riverview Horticultural Centre Society for the first tree tour of the 
season. Meet on the uphill side of the HEY building (on the Riverview 
Hospital grounds, take Holly Drive, the main road, then turn uphill at 
Oak Crescent; the HEY building is to the right on Kalmia Drive). For 
more info see www.rhcs.org. Note also that BMN’s first “backyard 
tour” to the natural areas of Riverview and Finnie’s Garden will be led 
by Don on April 26.

For updates and other events of interest, remember to 
check our website on a regular basis:  www.bmn.bc.ca.

Great Backyard Bird Count 
February 13-16

	The 12th Great Backyard Bird Count, Feb 13-16, is sponsored by the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the Audubon Society (www.birdsource.
org/gbbc). You can sign up to observe birds in your backyard for as 
little as 15 minutes or spend as long as you want in a local park or 
other area of your choice. Data can be submitted online where results 
can also be viewed (www.birdcount.org). The data collected is helpful 
to scientists as they track irruptive species such as evening grosbeaks 
or populations of birds hit hard by West Nile Virus (e.g., crows).

	Last year in BC, the top five most abundant birds were mallards, 
northwestern crows, juncos, black-capped chickadees and house 
finches. Locally, data for 2008 were submitted from Coquitlam (4 
reports), Port Coquitlam (4), Port Moody (6), Anmore (1) and Belcarra 

(5). Hey, I thought we had more birders than that in our area!



Education-Conservation 
Report by Elaine Golds

Help Us with Spring Cleaning

	It’s time to begin spring cleaning – not the dustballs behind the 
fridge - I am referring to all the nest boxes we have put up in various 
parks. This time of year, we need to remove debris from the previous 
season, add fresh shavings and make quick repairs to leaky roofs. 
We can’t guarantee sunshine for this activity as the weather can be 
a little unreliable this time of year. Nonetheless, it always makes for 
an interesting morning to check boxes and record nesting success. 
Our task will be made easier and our morning/early afternoon a little 
shorter if we have sufficient volunteers to help. People with strong 
arms who can climb ladders are especially encouraged to sign 
up!  Please contact Don at 604-942-7378 if you can help. See our 
Announcements for dates – there are several to choose from – we 
hope you will pick one!

Expansion of the BCTC Transmission Line Adjacent  
to Pinecone Burke Park

	Some time ago, BCTC (BC Transmission Corporation, a crown 
corporation once part of BC Hydro) announced plans to double 
their main transmission line which comes from the interior of BC 
near Merritt to the Meridian substation on Westwood Plateau. 
In December, an Open House was held in Coquitlam where 
we could view the extensive documents prepared by BCTC for 
their Environmental Assessment. A full set (10 volumes) of 
these documents is also available at the Coquitlam City Centre 
Public Library. Comments from the public on the twinning of the 
transmission line were due on January 23. Although this project is 
not controversial (unlike the IPP projects), we felt it was important 
to attend the public meetings and submit comments especially 
regarding impacts on Pinecone Burke Park and wildlife habitat.

Although the transmission right of way (ROW) is outside of 
Pinecone Burke Park boundaries, the southern portion of the Park on 
Burke Mountain lies on both sides of the ROW which makes it appear 
as if the transmission line is within the Park. The ROW, of course, was 
established decades before Pinecone Burke was created. Thus, the 
situation is quite different from the transmission line we successfully 
fought against last year that was proposed to be constructed right 
through protected pristine wilderness in the northern portion of 
Pinecone Burke (i.e., the Upper Pitt run-of-river projects).

	Nonetheless, when forest is cleared to widen the BCTC ROW for 
a second row of transmission towers, we will lose trees on Burke 
Mountain immediately adjacent to the Park. Thus, there will be 
impacts on visual quality and the hiking experience as well as on 
wildlife habitat. Clearing will take place on the northern side of the 
existing transmission line so our Woodland Walk trail may have to 
be rerouted somewhat to keep it within the forest. Where the ROW 
crosses Pritchett Creek, a crossing will likely have to be created to 
enable construction work. We hope that a clear-span bridge will 
be built and that this bridge will be left in place to facilitate an easy 
crossing of the Creek for hikers and mountain bikers. Right now, a 
rock-hop is required to cross Pritchett Creek. A few years ago, there 
was culvert crossing but it was blown out by winter storms. Having 
a clear span bridge here would improve access to two popular trails, 
the Woodland Walk and the Coquitlam Connector.

	In our comments, we also said we wanted to work with BCTC to 
ensure impacts to the Park were kept to a minimum and, if  
possible, to provide some long-term benefit to the park as a 

component of the ROW widening. The BCTC biologists identified 
tailed frogs, a species at risk, in Pritchett Creek on the ROW. This 
is not surprising as I have always thought this Creek looked to be 
excellent habitat for tailed frogs - but it is really nice to have their 
presence confirmed. Throughout the ROW, BCTC biologists have 
conducted very thorough studies and identified additional critical 
habitat for species at risk. Their report makes for interesting reading; 
we were pleased with BCTC agreed to provide us with a copy of the 
wildlife studies as well as some maps. 

	In general, BCTC appears to have undertaken very extensive 
studies to avoid impacts on the environment. For example, a few 
kilometers to the east side of the Fraser Canyon, the ROW will go 
through critical Spotted Owl habitat. At the Open House, BCTC staff 
reviewed for us all the adjustments that have been made to their 
construction plans to minimize impact on Spotted Owls. They are 
spending well over $25 million simply to avoid most of the owl 
habitat. Where the ROW crosses the critical area, the transmission 
line will be built higher up the mountainside to avoid impacts on the 
valley bottom where the best owl habitat is found. Unfortunately, 
options were very limited and it was impossible to avoid all impacts 
on designated Spotted Owl habitat.

The Alouette Field Naturalists, who also attended the Coquitlam 
Open House and submitted comments, were mainly concerned 
about impacts on Sandhill Crane nesting habitat. They pointed out 
that nesting begins in March and would like BCTC to avoid working 
in that area of Pitt Meadows during the crane nesting season. We 
supported their concerns, requested a 500 m buffer from these 
nests and asked for all clearing to be done outside the nesting 
season (for all bird species).

This stage of the Environmental Assessment is the last official 
opportunity for the public to submit comments. All reports & public 
comments can be viewed at www.eao.gov.bc. (look under “project 
information center” and click on the Interior to Lower Mainland 
(ILM) project).

Metro Vancouver Update

	Metro Vancouver recently released a Sustainability Report 
(available on their website). In general, staff have done an excellent 
job of summarizing the progress made by Metro Vancouver in recent 
years as well as the progress that still needs to be made along the 
path towards true sustainability. One thing that impressed me in this 
report was that special mention made of the need to protect wetlands. 
This report contains useful statistics and strong language about 
environmental protection. I am sure I will be quoting from it whenever 
I appear as a delegation to Metro Vancouver!

The membership of the various Metro Vancouver Committees 
for 2009 has now been announced. While I was disappointed to 
see Councillor Fin Donnelly not appointed to some committees 
in the City of Coquitlam, I am delighted to see him reappointed 
to Metro Vancouver’s Waste Management Committee. Sewage 
treatment and solid waste management are two big issues that 
Metro Vancouver will be dealing with this year. It’s good to see Fin 
returned to serve on this important Committee! Joining him on 
Waste Management will be Mayor Trasolini from Port Moody who, 
by this time, should well understand all the reasons why the public 
does not regard garbage gasification as a wise solution to waste 
management. Councillor Mae Reid in Coquitlam will be sitting on 
Metro Vancouver’s housing committee. As an outstanding 		
		  supporter for Riverview, Mae is a good for the  
		  housing committee.page 3
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Help Us Re-establish the PoCo 
Trail through Colony Farm 
Regional Park by Elaine Golds 
Send Comments to colonyfarm@gmail.com

	If you walk or cycle along the PoCo Trail through Colony Farm, 
you will have noticed the trail along the Coquitlam River north of the 
sheep paddocks has been closed. According to Metro Vancouver 
Parks, this closure was caused by a washout (the river bank is 
eroding) and the closure will remain in place for some time. Thus, 
access from Colony Farm to Pitt River Road has been severed. There 
is presently no plan to restore it. Metro Vancouver Parks has installed 
a chain link fence to prevent access (although there is plenty of 
evidence that some people are simply going around the fence).

	Since the trail has been closed, the number of park visitors has 
dropped dramatically. Despite this huge decrease, Metro Vancouver 
Parks has noted no one has complained in writing about the trail 
closure. As a consequence, they see no reason to allocate funds to re-
establish the trail.

	We feel it is very important that people state their concerns to 
Metro Vancouver about this trail closure. If people don’t complain, 
Metro Vancouver will not be convinced to re-open the trail. Thus, we 
have set up a gmail account where people can conveniently submit 
their complaints – colonyfarm@gmail.com (thanks to Barb Sherman 
for setting this up). Soon, signs will go up around the Park (posted 
by BMN) to encourage all those concerned about this trail closure 
to submit comments. We will then forward them on to the relevant 
officials at Metro Vancouver. We encourage all those concerned about 
the loss of this trail to submit comments as it will take considerable 
public pressure to convince Metro Vancouver staff to spend funds 
on trail restoration. If there are only few responses to our gmail 
account, do not expect Metro Vancouver to re-open this trail any 
time soon. Options for trail improvement include continuing the trail 
along the Coquitlam River in the existing corridor or creating a new 
corridor closer to the Lougheed Highway under the transmission line. 
Comments on your preferred route would also be much appreciated. 
And, if you have some wildlife sightings you would like to share with 
us, that would be great, too!

	The existing trail along the Coquitlam River was initially established 
by BMN volunteers when we were campaigning to have Colony Farm 
protected as a regional park. Don Gillespie, Dave Bennie and others 
worked over a summer to clear shrubs – mostly blackberry brambles 
- and install a few footbridges. I remember that summer very well 
– for weeks, Don and Doug’s arms were covered in wounds caused by 
blackberry thorns. Construction of this trail (we called it the D&D trail in 
honour of their efforts, truly a labour of love) opened up what became a 
very popular footpath and created an opportunity for everyone to enjoy 
a somewhat “wilder” aspect of Colony Farm with unique views of the 
Coquitlam River. Please help us get this trail re-established!

Action Item - Nominate An 
Endangered River by March 7
by Elaine Golds

	Every spring, the Outdoor Recreation Council publishes a list of 
BC’s most endangered rivers. This list raises awareness of the need 
to protect our rivers and highlights some of the threats to them. Last 
year, the Upper Pitt River was chosen as BC’s most endangered  
river because of the threat posed by seven so-called run-of- 
river projects which actually dam, divert and dewater rivers.  

BMN was a main part of that campaign. The nomination of the Upper Pitt 
drew attention to its plight. Within weeks, Environment Minister Penner 
said he would not allow a transmission line through Pinecone Burke Park 
in the Upper Pitt – his decision effectively stopped the project.

	Now, it is once again time to nominate an endangered river or two. 
As usual, there is no lack of worthy recipients. You should submit 
your nomination to mark_angelo@bcit.ca by March 7. For more 
information, see www.orcbc.ca.

	I don’t believe that the Coquitlam River has even been off the 
endangered rivers list. The threats it faces include gravel mining 
and urban development. It doesn’t help that it has been dammed 
and its flows reduced to generate electricity and produce drinking 
water. While the river may not run as turbid as often as it has in 
the past, there are still far too many days when the river becomes 
a disgusting yellow mess of silt from the gravel mining operations. 
That DFO continues to allow this to happen is a travesty. In addition, 
the Coquitlam River is continually squeezed and strangled by urban 
development. Recently, the Mosaic townhouse development in Port 
Coquitlam was constructed with an inadequate setback from the 
River. In addition, the tributaries of the Coquitlam, such as Maple 
Creek, also suffer when new development is approved. Recently, Port 
Coquitlam approved a new housing development along Maple Creek 
with only a 15 meter setback on only one side of the Creek. Further 
upstream, the proposed Riverwalk development continues to pose a 
grave threat to several small tributaries and wetlands. Please consider 
nominating the Coquitlam River as one of BC’s endangered rivers.

	Right now, the gravest danger to our rivers in BC comes from all 
the so-called run-of-river power projects. Dozens of such projects 
have been proposed throughout areas of BC that have high rainfall 
and steep topography. Provincial oversight of such initiatives is, for 
the most part, woefully inadequate and a strategic management plan 
to determine the need and the best sites for such developments has 
never been prepared.  The very flawed Environmental Assessment 
process which provides limited oversight to only the larger projects 
has never resulted in one run-of-river project being turned down. 
(Please note, the environmental assessment for the Upper Pitt project 
is only on hold, it has not been withdrawn.)

	One particularly egregious project now under consideration 
is the Bute Inlet project proposed by Plutonic. This is a massive 
project – at 1027 MW, it is larger than BC Hydro’s Site C (900 
MW). It involves the damming and dewatering of 17 creeks in Bute 
Inlet and construction of 443 km of transmission lines, 267 km of 
new permanent roads and 142 stream crossings through costal 
rainforests which now provide vital habitat for grizzly bear, marbled 
murrelets and other species. Despite the gigantic size of the project, 
opportunities for public input are extremely limited. Right now, the 
project is going through the draft Terms of Reference evaluation with 
only a 30 day public comment period (closing on February 18). Public 
meetings have only been held in remote locations. While a report 
has been posted to the EAO website, no hard copies were required 
to be deposited in libraries in Greater Vancouver…nor were public 
meetings required in Vancouver or Victoria. For a project of this size, 
it is simply inappropriate to deny public meetings to people in the 
major population centers of BC. The public consultation stands in stark 
contrast to the extensive public engagement BC Hydro has undertaken. 
While their controversial Site C project is still months away from 
even the draft Terms of Reference stage of review, they have already 
conducted a series of 10 public meetings including one in Vancouver.     	
		  We recommend the Bute Inlet watershed with its 17 creeks 	
		  at risk be nominated as BC’s most endangered watershed 	
		  this year.



From the BMN Archives  
Excerpts from past February 
Newsletters  by Anne Holt

Feb. 1991 (18 years ago)

“A quote from E Magazine, by David Brower – Jan/Feb 1990.”

“My current belief is that we’ve got to worry not about boundaries 
around wilderness, but boundaries around civilization. And pull it 
back a little and contain civilization, and let the world go on as it’s 
going on so well before we learned to be so clever.”

Feb. 1996 (13 years ago)   

“A F-owl Weather Field Trip” by Mike Griffin

Despite really foul, rainy wintry weather we set out for a morning 
field trip to the Wild Bird Trust’s sanctuary at Maplewood Flats in N. 
Vancouver, Jan. 13, 1996. …..

Viewing was made much more interesting, courtesy of 2 telescopes 
brought along by Ken and Alyce, especially when 2 of the BMN’ers 
pointed out a grey bird perched low to the  ground, just off the trail.

We confirmed that this was a very special bird – a first for the WBT 
bird list – a Great Grey Owl! This owl was perched about 3 feet above 
the ground in a small tree, quite alert but not alarmed and affording 
excellent viewing. The Great Grey Owl –our largest owl and one that 
often hunts during daylight – has a long tail (approx. 12 “) and this 
we could easily see.  As it was facing us, we had an excellent view 
of its distinct round head with its yellow eyes. This relatively rare 
sighting was our reward for braving the elements!

Feb.2002 (7 years ago)    

“Many animals saved by the Wildlife Rescue Association of B.C,”    
by Jason Lesage

.In May, a pregnant female Canada goose was hit by a truck, 
shattering her eggs. Although she survived her injuries, recovery 
was slow and she continued to lose weight. Staff wondered if part 
of the problem was the loneliness of being separated from her mate. 
As Canada geese mate for life, separation can be devastating. Staff 
eventually located the male who was still waiting at the accident site 
and although healthy, was taken to wildlife rescue. The hope was 
that he could lift the female out of depression and prompt her to eat 
regularly. The diagnosis was correct. She and her mate were released 
together into the skies over Burnaby Lake in June.

Feb 2005 (4 years ago)   

“Elk Returned to Upper Pitt River Area” by Elaine Golds

We were thrilled when elk returned to the Upper Pitt River Valley 
in January. Biologists from the Ministry of Water, Land and Air 
Protection had proposed releasing elk into this area some time ago, 
a move that was broadly supported by naturalists and hunters alike. 
Dan Gerak, who operates the Pitt River Lodge with his wife, Lee, 
has agreed to keep an eye on these elk. Their reintroduction was 
also supported by Katzie First Nation hope to be able to return to 
traditional hunting at some point in the future. Elk, of course, were 
once abundant throughout the Lower Mainland in the early 1800s 
but quickly disappeared as Europeans took advantage of an easy 
food source known to them in Europe as red deer. Twenty-three elk 
were brought from the Sunshine Coast including three bulls and 
two dominant cows.  Their presence in the Upper Pitt will make the 
ecosystem more complete and may help to provide an  
additional food source for wolves ……..

Feb. 2006 (3 years ago)   

“Chilly Chickadees” by Abel Szigeti

Our first YNC Explorer Day of the year was on Sat. Jan.21. The 
theme was “Birds in Winter” Margaret, our YNC leader invited Gay 
Mitchell, an artist and art teacher, and Mark Johnston, an expert 
in birds to be our guides. It had been raining all week, but luckily 
it had stopped when we started our walk. We were mainly looking 
for woodpeckers but we did see crows, chickadees, kinglets and 
squirrels and a bald eagle in its nest. After the walk we went inside 
and made bird feeders using pinecones and a special type of birdfeed 
made by Margaret. We had a wonderful time and we are looking 
forward to another great explorer day.

Explorer Day in February
Saturday, February 28, 2009, 1:00 pm 
Leader: David Cook, Geologist/Biologist 
Location: Belcarra Regional Park Picnic Area

 We will explore the forest ecology, geology, intertidal biology and 
First Nations history of the area in and around Belcarra Regional Park, 
the gateway to the Indian Arm fjord. 

Meet David at 1:00 pm at the south end of the parking lot of the 
Picnic Area of Belcarra Regional Park. The Picnic Area is at the 
end of Tum-tumay-whueton Drive. After signing up for the day you 
will enjoy short walks into the forest where you will learn how the 
plants of the forest work together as a functional unit. This will be 
followed by a walk and scavenger hunt along the beach to learn about 
intertidal biology. From the beach you will be able to see some of the 
geological and landscape features left by the ice that once covered 
this area 11,000 years ago. We will take a look at a shell midden left 
by the First Nations people that once lived here for thousands of years 
and learn how they used the natural resources of the area for their 
survival. Bring a hand lens to view the smaller plants and animals and 
wear waterproof footwear for the wet and muddy beach. Don’t forget 
a container for the scavenger hunt.

The event will go ahead rain or shine. David is both a biologist 
and a geologist and has been conducting natural history field trips 
for various organizations for many years. He is a Nature Vancouver 
Board member and Chairs both the Botany and Geology Sections of 
Nature Vancouver. When not conducting field trips, he spends his 
time studying nature, writing 
and teaching about natural 
history.

Please note: Pre-
registration requires for this 
outing as participants are 
limited to 20; please contact 
Noriko by email at bmnync@
gmail.com. This outing is 
for BMN YNC members only 
and one adult to attend the 
young naturalists, please. 
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Photo Credit: Noriko Nakaya

Conall Kearney (age 6) drew 
this picture after attending the 
December 2008 outing to the 

Wildlife Rescue centre. The picture 
depicts a heron on a rock, the 
boardwalk, kayaks and birds.



Nature and Feeder Watch
by Rozanne Thomson

On January 8th, Carole Edwards forwarded the following for the 
Nature and Feeder Watch column, telling about the rich diversity of 
wildlife in her backyard: “I walked out of my door (at Old Orchard), on 
January 6, and a movement above the stream bank caught my eye. It 
was the head of the heron standing on the edge of the pond. It flew 
off downstream when it saw me - surprised he made it as there is just 
a narrow passage way at that point. I have seen a Belted Kingfisher on 
the willow tree before, and a mallard on the water of the pool cover, 
deer many times, raccoons on the trellis eating the figs, bats, and of 
course bears, but this was the first heron.”

On January 9th Ruth Foster emailed regarding a “mystery” bird 
in her back yard. After due discussion with John Reynolds and Rob 
Butler it was identified as a leucistic Fox Sparrow, as it was pale in 
all respects. FYI: Leucism is a condition characterized by reduced 
pigmentation in animals. Unlike albinism, it is caused by a reduction 
in all types of skin pigment, not just melanin. Unfortunately the 
picture is low resolution so cannot be reproduced in the newsletter 
but Ruth can show it to you herself. 

And this interesting and unusual report from Victoria Otton: “At 
10:30 pm on Jan 20th, a bobcat crossed Gagliardi Way just below the 
stoplights at SFU. My husband and I only saw it in silhouette in the 
car headlights, and for a fraction of a second, thought it was a coyote 
(which are common around SFU). As it disappeared into the woods 
and we had time to register what we’d seen, we realized that it could 
only have been a bobcat. Its hind legs were longer than the front 
ones, it had a short thick tail sticking straight out behind it as it ran 
across the road, and much thicker (furry) legs than a coyote. Bobcats 
have occasionally been reported on Burnaby Mountain, and there 
were several confirmed sightings in Burnaby Lake Regional Park in 
2007.”  It would be interesting to know where else Bobcats have been 
seen in our neighbourhoods in the last few years. 

Dave Richardson phoned on Jan. 29th to tell about seeing a Northern 
Goshawk eating an American Widgeon at Jericho Park. Apparently there 
were lots of scopes out as it was a hiking day for Dave and a birding day 
for lots of other folk. There are good photos of this event at BVanbirds.
com for those who are members of this group through Yahoo.ca.

Marjorie Griffin sent this report from Port Coquitlam: James Park 
School playing field and surrounding area fortunately still supports 
many tall conifers - crow territory!  During the recent snowstorms 
crows were absent from the field. A pair of teenage ravens arrived 
on the scene strutting over the deep snow, hopping on to large 
snowballs. Following a fresh snowfall I observed one of the ravens 
rolling in the snow soon followed by its companion - was it play or 
a snow bath?  Young ravens are reputed to be the most playful of 
corvids. Quote:  ‘The Raven. On the wing, you may hear him croak 
harshly, as if his voice were as black as his feathers.’

Steve Vida recently witnessed the capture of a black squirrel by 
one of two bobcats that have been patrolling his Quarry Rd property. 
From Widgeon Marsh - Bob Edward reports sighting, in clear weather, 
125+ Trumpeter Swans. 

Townsend Vole activity is very evident at Colony Farm, according 
to Hilary Maguire. The melting snow has revealed the extent of their 
presence as the tunnels they had made under the snow are now exposed. 
These tunnel patterns were in the lawn in front of the gardens and could 
be seen in the grass all along the dykes. According to Liz Thunstrom, the 
Townsend Vole population is very healthy at Colony Farm this  
winter, which is good news for the raptors in the area.

Please send your nature and feeder sightings to me at Rozanne_
Thomson@shaw.ca, or phone or fax me at 604-421-5292/5294, or 
see me at meetings. Please keep those reports coming!

Can We Re-use your 
Calendars and Cedar Fences?

	We always promote the 3R’s but the best one of these is the “re-
use”. If you have any old wildlife calendars with photographs of BC 
wildlife that would be suitable for us to use in displays, we would 
appreciate receiving your old calendars for education purposes. 
Please call Elaine or bring them to a BMN meeting.

	In addition, old cedar fencing often contains lumber that is suitable 
for construction of nest boxes. If you are replacing a fence this 
summer, please give Don a call (604-942-7378) if you think you have 
some material that we could re-use.

The Tri-Cities Christmas  
Bird Count by Mike Griffin  

“What a Hummer of a Christmas Bird Count!” 

 The BMN Tri-City area Christmas Bird Count (CBC 2008) was 
held Saturday January 3, 2009. This count came up with 3 ANNA’S 
HUMMINGBIRDS (one pair and a single adult-all in Coquitlam), a first 
for BMN despite atrocious weather conditions - blizzards most of the 
day, whiteouts, ice/deep snow and subzero temperatures.

Several observers fell on the treacherous footing, including Mary 
Brown who sustained a broken left wrist at Colony Farm. Thankfully 
Mary is on the mend and we all wish her a speedy and full recovery.

This year MALLARD DUCK regained TOP SPECIES position with 
Glaucous-winged Gull being runner-up.

RANKINGS:	 1   Mallard   1709 (1180) 
		  2   Glaucous-winged Gull   796 (599) 
		  3   Northwestern Crow   526 (970)  
		  4   Canada Goose   377 (1292) 
		  (Bracketed numbers refer to last year’s count.)

Total Number of identified species:   81 (82) 

Highest team count (PM Inlet):  45 (48 DeBoville Slough) 

        Total number of birds:   6156 (9315)  
            (Bracketed numbers refer to CBC 2007.)page 6

Tunneling by Townsend’s Voles at Colony Farm.  photo by H Maguire 



The only new species was the Anna’s Hummingbird, but amazingly 
once again a colourful TOWNSEND’S WARBLER male returned as a 
regular visitor to Dave Schutz’s suet feeder in Coquitlam.

Species missing from CBC 2008:   Cackling Goose, Eurasian 
Widgeon, Common Loon, Pelagic Cormorant, Merlin, Barn Owl, 
Cedar Waxwing and Horned/Western Grebes. 

SPECIAL SIGHTINGS: 

•  Port Moody Inlet: Greater White-fronted Goose, Greater Scaup, 
Northwestern Crow 270, Barrow’s Goldeneye 17,  Green-winged 
Teal 200, Long-billed Dowitchers 120, Mew Gull,  Brown Creeper,  
Killdeer 13,  HERMIT THRUSH 1,  Lincoln Sparrow & DUNLIN 300!

•  Eagle Ridge:   2 ANNA’S HUMMING BIRDS, Sharp-shinned Hawk

•  Como Lake:  Bushtits 20+, American Robin 10, Pine Siskin 50

•  Riverview &Environs:   Evening Grosbeak 45!

•  Colony Farm-West:   American Bittern 2, Pine Grosbeak 2, 
Northern Harrrier 1, Northern Shoveler 1, European Starling 18 

•  Colony Farm-East:  Northern Shrike 1, Song Sparrow 18, Northern 
Harrier 1, Cooper’s Hawk 1

•  POCO River Front:  Brewer’s Blackbird 1

•  POCO Trail/River Springs:  Red-breasted Sapsucker 1, Ruby-
crowned Kinglet 6 

•  Lafarge Lake:  American Goldfinch 24! 

•  DeBoville Slough:  Red-tailed Hawk 9, Pied-billed Grebe 1, Red-
breasted Merganser 1, Mallard 850!!, Great Blue Heron 13, Golden-
crowned/White-crowned Sparrow 1 each 

•  Minnekhada Park East/Addington:  Red-breasted Nuthatch 4 

•  Widgeon Slough:  Trumpeter Swan 22 

•  N/E Coquitlam Heights:   Great-horned Owl 2, Red-winged 
Blackbirds 16, Mourning Dove 4, Mute Swan 3, Wood Duck 
4, Pileated Woodpecker 5, American Dipper 3, Purple Finch 8, 
Double-crested Cormorant 3 

POINTS of INTEREST 

There was no species that was reported by all field teams

Seen by 12 teams:  Mallard, regional icon Great Blue Heron (46) 
and busy Black-capped Chickadee (261) & Song Sparrow (103) 

Seen by 11 teams:  Dark-eyed Junco (293), Spotted Towhee (89) 

‘On the water’ (usually frozen)   All expected DUCK species 
reported, with 3 sightings of Wood Ducks.  Only 1 Grebe species, 
Pied-billed, reported, and  no Loons. American Bittern returned to the 
listing but still NO Green Heron. SWANS showed up in numbers but 
D/C Cormorants were well down at 4 from a previous 31. 

‘On the river’:  American Dippers up to 5, compared with 2 in CBC 
2007. 

‘In the Trees’: All expected woodpecker species with Northern 
Flicker tops at 35 - seen by 9 teams. ‘Huggers’ 10: Red-breasted 
Nuthatch and 2 Brown Creeper expectedly down. 

‘In the Bushes’: Only 5 Sparrow species with Song Sparrow way 
out in front (103), followed by Fox Sparrow 22 and token appearance 
(1) each of Lincoln, W/C & G/C. Bushtits (81) down as well as 
Kinglets, with Golden-crowned at 57 and ‘Rubies’ only 7. 

‘Raptors’: Bald Eagle at 17 was well down compared with 153 last 
year with its large overflight. Redtails showed up at 22  
compared favourably with 21 in CBC2007. Cooper’s/Sharpies  

hawks stayed listed but ‘Harriers’ at 2 were unchanged and continued 
to reflect loss/habitat changes with the urbanisation impetus 
prevailing in the Tri-Cities area. 

Total numbers downed explainable as wintery weather - severe 
at times for Nature and Mankind - prevailed well before counting. 
However species count at 81 was steady. Some compensation 
for the BIRDS has been the increased popularity of feeders, even 
encouraging new species such as the ANNA’S and the TOWNSEND’S 
WARBLER to favour our area. 

Fifty-seven BMN members & friends made up 13 field teams 
- some being reduced to feeder-watching because of the very adverse 
climatic conditions for bird-counting. Outside durations ranged from 
1/2 to 5 hrs. 

Team size varied from 2 (Riverview/Poco Riverfront/NE Coquitlam/ 
Lafarge Lake (Mark and 8 year old Christina on her 7th successive 
count) to 8 (Colony Farm RP POCO - including 2 guests from VNHS. 

Several leaders concerned about safety/parking restrictions 
cancelled field operations.

Earliest start was 7:45am with latest finish at 4.15 pm with 
coverage mainly on foot only small portion by car. 

Most team members were regular Tri-City area counters but 7 were 
new -what an initiation, and thanks for joining us!

As in 2007, zones in our area which were not covered were 
Minnekhaka Farm, Mundy Park and Upper Coquitlam River. 

Larry will hopefully computerise the data and make our CBC data 
bank available to us all. 

I thank the veteran leaders/observers/recorders/drivers for their 
continued and much appreciated support and congratulations to our 
counting initiates. Extra thanks to Larry for forms/computer work.

Alas NO Post-count Potluck Supper - Nature thwarting both Plan 
A & Plan B. Feedback from participants this count revealed BMN ‘s 
Annual Xmas bird count continues to be a very special club project 
and our contribution to the 37th Pitt Meadows (in turn part of the 
109th Audubon International Annual Christmas Bird Count) will be 
much appreciated. So now we can plan for CBC 2009!

Happy, rewarding and safe birding in 2009.

Mike Griffin - BMN CBC Coordinator . 

P.S. Our counterparts, the Alouette Field Naturalists, came up with 
Rough-legged Hawk, American Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon, Ring-billed 
Gull, Barn Owl, Western Meadowlark & Eurasian-collared Dove

This heron, set off against the snow, was seen at Como Lake 
during the Christmas Bird Count. photo by R Thomson
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The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is 
a member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists) 
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are: 
•  to promote the enjoyment of nature 
•  to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,  our environment 
•  to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas, 		
   particularly local areas 
•  to actively pursue the conservation & preservation  
   of the natural world 

President: Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca

VP: Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax)egolds@sfu.ca

Past President: Ian McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net

Treasurer & Membership:  
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864) caroleedwards@shaw.ca

Recording Secretary:  
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511) barb23@gmail.com

Members-at-Large: 
Anne Holt (604.936.4108), Mark Johnston (604.552.0727) 
Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292), Candice Archer (604.945.6853)

BC Nature Directors: 
Jude Grass (604.219.2043), Mike Griffin (alt.)

Newsletter Editor: 
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805) BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com

Newsletter Design: 
Brigitte Breuer, brigitteb@telus.net

Education/Conservation Committee: 
Chair: Elaine Golds, Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton 
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin, Ian McArthur, Niall Williams, 
Carole Edwards 

Nature and Feeder Watch: Rozanne Thomson 
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294

Young Naturalists Club: 
Noriko Nakaya  (604-675-9031) bmnync@gmail.com 

BMN Publications: 
Monthly Newsletter, except July  
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough 
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor 

Bird Brochures: Colony Farm, Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area 
DeBoville Slough, Como Lake

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough

Trail Maps: Burke Mountain Map & Widgeon Valley 

Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System,by Christine 
Hanrahan et al, 1994, 121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library

Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 
1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its 
Future”, by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 
pages available on our website www.bmn.bc.ca

Burke Mountain Naturalists, P.O. Box 52540,  
R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, B.C. V3B 7J4, www.bmn.ca

This newsletter is printed on Genesis paper,  
100% post consumer, deinked & 100% Eco Certified.

✃

Membership Form
Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

	 ❑ Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

	 ❑ Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year)  
	      (Please include all first names and indicate which are children.) 

	 ❑ Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive eleven monthly newsletters  
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also 
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a regis-
tered non-profit society with charitable income status.

Name(s):_______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________

City:___________________________________________________ 

Postal Code:_____________________________________________

Telephone:_______________________________________________ 

E-mail:__________________________________________________
Send your completed membership form to:

Burke Mountain Naturalists, P.O. Box 52540,  
R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4 page 8

Breakdown of  
BMN Membership Fees

Have you ever wondered how your membership fees are spent?  
Wonder 	 General expenses	 1.44 
no more!	 Printing – newsletter	 6.64 
	 Postage – newsletter	 2.86 
	 Annual dues BC Nature	 7.80* 
	 Liability insurance	 1.30* 
	 Rent	 4.23 
	 Rent – P.O. Box	 0.73 
	 Single membership	 25.00* 
Please note these amounts do not cover the actual costs which have 
been $12 BC Nature dues per single/family membership, and $2 
insurance liability per single/family membership. Both these are due 
to increase this year. It is only because of generous donations made 
to the club that our membership fees have not been raised and we 
have been able to continue the various programmes to which we are 
committed. In other words, membership in BMN is a good deal!  

You are important to us as the more members we have, the 
stronger our voice in the community!

The DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is February 28, 2009


