Barn Owls return to
CO].OII.'Y Farm by Kiyoshi Takahashi

Barn Owls have nested in the nest box in Colony Farm this spring for
the first time since they disappeared from the bridge girder of the Mary
Hill Bypass a few years ago.

Three years ago | made a modified version of an owl nest box and
installed it on the inside wall of the workshop, with an entrance through
exterior wall, with the help of Simon Walkley of MV-CF. The box was
used regularly by Rock Dove, likely twice annually. This year, Simon
decided to move the doves to the other side of the building away from
the owl box by making a couple of dove-sized entrances to the attic
this spring. This was an excellent and very timely decision, and he
noticed a Barn Owl returned to nest on April 21. When he called me,
| immediately went to the site and checked the box from the cleaning
door inside of the building. From the top of the ladder, | saw an owl and
an egg, and | immediately took a quick snap shot with a camera on one
hand through a small one-inch opening, and closed door immediately.
| thought the photo confirmed a healthy looking BNOW mother in the
box with one egg.

When | was about to visit
again to monitor the owlet’s
progress, Simon called me
to say that surprisingly the
owlet had fledged on Friday
May 29, which was a bit
sooner than | expected. |
visited the site right away,
and found a couple of fresh,
baby finger-sized pellets
along with regular pellets of
adult owl on the workshop
floor. When Nancy (MV-CF)
saw the owlet early in the
morning, she shot a few
excellent photos, and they
showed a healthy looking
owlet with fairly well
developed primary feathers
already. From this evidence, | now suspect the owl was back earlier
without us noticing any evidence, and already the owlet was born, and
hiding behind the mother, when we first peeked into the box on April 21.
Average incubation of BNOW is 33 days, and then owlets stay in or near
the nest for 50-60 days. Therefore, my estimation of time of fledge was
not correct, even though this timing may vary depending on the weather
and season. The main thing | had in mind was to avoid any disturbance
to this bird we have been missing for so long.

Newly fledged Barn Owlet at Colony Farm.
Photo by Nancy Kramer
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Brooding Barn Owl as quickly snapped by Kiyoshi on April 21, while checking on the nest.

Even though | misjudged the timing, | was still very pleased the
owlet was now hatched and healthy looking, and it may be still a little
premature, we should try to set environment to minimize disturbance
for them for at least through June. On May 30, | brought a repaired
duck box to the workshop and set it on top of garbage bin for owlet to
hide safely. | hope it safely return to nature soon and hope they come
back to our park again in the coming years. (Written on May 30).

NEW!
BMN Caps

Thanks to Gill Richardson,
BMN now has peaked caps
with our logo on the front (or
on the back, if you wear your
hat that way....). The caps
are khaki-coloured, and are
made of fair-trade organic
cotton with an adjustable

i Velcro closing. The BMN
logo is embroidered in green yellow and white. They are for sale for $17
each. If you would like to purchase a cap, please contact Carole Edwards
at caroleedwards@shaw.ca or 604.461.3864.




Announcements:

Saturday, June 13 from 9 am - noon: Join Friends of DeBoville
Slough for a knotweed removal at DeBoville Slough. See www.fodbs.
org for details.

Sunday, June 14 at 1 pm: Public Fathers’ Day guided walk of the
trees of Riverview. Meet on the uphill side of the Henry Esson Young
Building. Follow the banners through the Riverview Hospital site on Holly
Drive and turn uphill on Oak Crescent at the sign for the walks, then right
on Kalmia Drive to park. See www.rhcs.org for more information.

Mon, June 15 at 7:15 pm: Education-Conservation
Meeting at Elaine’s.

Wednesday evening, June 17: AGM for Zero
Waste Vancouver. Port Moody Council will receive an
award for the decision they made last year to oppose
the construction of the Plasco garbage gasification
plant in Port Moody. (By the way, the Ottawa Plasco
plant is still far from processing garbage at anything
close to full capacity and it still produces no electricity;
in addition, significant layoffs were recently announced
so the process remains, as we surmised last year, very
tenuous and rather suspect.)

Saturday, June 20 at 8:15 am: Join Larry Cowan and members
of Nature Vancouver for a birding trip to the Pitt Polder. Anticipated birds
include eastern kingbird, gray catbird, Bullock’s and, maybe, Baltimore
oriole. Meet in the MacDonald’s parking on the SW corner of Lougheed
and Harris Road in Pitt Meadows. Contact Larry at 604-465-1402 or
lawrencecowan@shaw.ca.

Sunday, June 21: Backyard Walk at Riverview with Don Gillespie.
Explore the hidden natural areas on the Riverview Hospital grounds on this
Burke Mountain Naturalists tour. See June 14 for details and location or
visit www.bmn.bc.ca.

Monday, June 22 from 6:30 - 9 pm: at the Evergreen Cultural
Centre, Coquitlam. Translink seeks your input at a Public Forum where
you can provide input on how Translink can best to meet public transit
needs in Metro Vancouver. 1205 Pinetree Way in Coquitlam.

Sunday, June 28 at 1 pm: Linden Walk at Riverview.
For details see June 14.

Thursday, July 9 starting at 5:30 pm: Colony Farm Park
Association AGM. Please join CFPA members for a light meal (thanks
Norma!) starting around 5:30 pm in the grassy area beside the heritage
buildings and parking lot at the end of Colony Farm Road in Coquitlam.
The brief AGM will commence at approximately 7 pm to be followed

by a social evening and a bat watch at 9 pm. The Park Association is
soliciting new members ($10 annual fee) and needs your support to
ensure the wildlife values of the Farm will receive adequate attention
with regard to upcoming planning and proposed projects.

Thursday evening, July 9: ttLinden Walk at Riverview. See www.
rhcs.org for details.

Saturday, July 11 at 8:15 am: Join Larry Cowan and members
of Nature Vancouver for a birding trip to Colony Farm. Expect to see
band-tailed pigeon, Lazuli Bunting and Green Heron. Meet in the
parking lot at the east end of Colony Farm Road off the Lougheed
Highway in Coquitlam. See June 20 for contact info.

Sunday, July 19 at 1 pm:
Riverview Tree Walk. See www.rhcs.org for details.

Saturday, July 25 from 9 am - noon. Join Friends of DeBoville
Slough for a knotweed removal at DeBoville Slough.
See www.fodbs.org for details.

Throughout the summer
months, visit our
website, www.bmn.
bc.ca, to keep updated
on events and activities
of interest to those who
love nature and the
great outdoors.

—rery

Burke Mountain
Naturalists Hikes 2009

For all of our hikes, participants are reminded to be self-sufficient and to
bring water, food, appropriate clothing, and sturdy footwear. Hikers must
be physically fit and will be required to sign a waiver before participating.
Participants who are not members of the Club and/or the Federation

of BC Naturalists (FBCN) will be eligible for liability coverage under the
FBCN insurance scheme for a maximum of three field trips. Also, as we
like to carpool, remember that drivers need to be reimbursed.

Saturday, July 11

Eagle Ridge Viewpoints

This moderately strenuous hike will feature a couple of
fine viewpoints at the south end of Eagle Ridge: “White
Rock” and “East Bastion.” White Rock Lookout, which
we have visited before, offers a nice view of the “Cypress
Lake Plateau” and Fraser Valley beyond. East Bastion,
northeast of and a bit lower than White Rock, has a
splendid view of Coquitlam Lake. Our approach is via
old roads and newly-cut trails, and passes by Cypress
Lake and a few picturesque ponds. Roundtrip distance
is 13.5 km (8.4 mi) with an elevation gain of 640 m (2100 ft). Meet at
the Pinetree Community Centre parking lot (1260 Pinetree Way, between
Douglas College and Pinetree Secondary School) at 8:00 am. We will
caravan from the community centre parking lot to the trailhead on the
Westwood Plateau. Return 4:30 pm.

Sunday, August 30

Munro Lake Viewpoint & Dennett Lake

We hiked to the newly discovered Munro Lake Viewpoint in 2006 and
2007, and had planned to go last year before cancelling due to cloudy
weather. The lookout being such a fine vantage point, we are scheduling
a return visit this year in hopes of a clearer day! On this moderately
strenuous hike we will make our way to the viewpoint — with its fine
prospects of Munro Lake and the Golden Ears group — and also visit
nearby Dennett Lake. Roundtrip distance is 12 km (7.5 mi) with an
elevation gain of 900 m (2960 ft). Meet at the Quarry Road parking lot in
Minnekhada Regional Park at 8:00 am. Return 5:00 pm.

Saturday, September 26

Blue Mountain

Although we have made a couple of trips on Blue Mountain, we have yet
to exhaust its many attractions. Besides the summit views, these include
lush second-growth forest and a couple of sparkling lakes. On this
moderate hike we will aim for the largest lake, which is some distance
east of the summit. To reach the lake we will need to walk off-trail for a
kilometre or so. Roundtrip distance is about 22.5 km (13.9 mi) but the
elevation gain is just 520 m (1700 ft). Carpool from the Toys 'R’ Us Park
& Ride at 8:00 am. Return 6:00 pm.

Sunday, October 18

Hayward Lake

We last made a trip around Hayward Lake in 2000 as a spring hike, so
this time around we will experience it in the fall. This is a moderate hike,
which is located between the Stave Falls Dam and the Ruskin Dam in
Mission. The hike is 16 km long with a variety of terrain, but no major
elevation gain. The people who built the trail must have taken some pride
in their work as there are some well crafted bridges and a picnic table
that is probably the biggest and studiest in the area. A stop at Steelhead
Falls is always a pleasure. Carpool from the Toy R Us Park & Ride at 8:00
am. Return 5:00 pm.

For more info contact lan (604-939-4039)
or Mark (604-552-0727).



More Strenuous Hikes

These trips are for the more experienced hiker and require a higher
level of fitness. To register your interest in any of them, please contact
lan (604-939-4039) or Mark (604-552-0727). Arrangements will be
made as the summer develops.

Conway Peak 15 km (9.4 mi); 1225 m (4020 ft) elev. gain; 8.5 hrs
Mount Elsay 16 km (9.9 mi); 1050 m (3450 ft) elev. gain; 9 hrs
Gate Mountain 16 km (9.9 mi); 1170 m (3840 ft) elev. gain; 7 hrs
Lookout Peak 18 km (11 mi); 1105 m (3625 ft) elev. gain; 10 hrs

Young Naturalists
Outing to Meet Purple Martin
at Rocky Point Park

It was a hot day on Sunday, May 31, 2009. The Young Naturalists and
| made our way to Rocky Point Park to see the Purple Martins and the
Osprey. We all gathered under the gazebo on the pier. | could smell the
salty air and almost taste the sea.

Everybody was chatting peacefully when Kiyoshi, the leader, made a
signal to gather around him. He said he had made many bird boxes for
the Purple Martins because for a long time they had nested there; but
over the years there were fewer nesting grounds. For 10 years they had
stayed in South America during the winter. That is where they migrate to
all the way from BC, and now they have returned.

Then he said, “I'll show you.” He took out a telescope and let me
look through. | saw Purple Martins fluttering about, they were quick and
they darted in and out of the nests chirping at each other as if to have a
conversation. Then I saw an Osprey swoop down and glide into its nest.
Kiyoshi’s talk really made me appreciate all the wildlife around us.

It was other people’s turn to see through the telescope so | looked in
the water at tons of tiny fish swimming about. As | was looking, my flip-
flop slowly started to slip off and it fell into the water. Soon it was time
to go home and tell everybody about my adventure with Kiyoshi and the
Young Naturalists.

Sarah Rozanski, age 9

BMINYNC

Explorer Day in June

No Trace Hiking & Backpacking on Burke Mountain
in Coquitlam with lan McArthur

Sunday, June 14th, 2009 9:00 am — 11:30 am

Are you interested in hiking and backpacking but don’t want to harm
our natural environment? Did you ever wonder how you could live
without water from a tap and electricity? How you could carry your home
on your back? Find out how with local enthusiast lan McArthur. lan has
done over 400 different hikes in Southwestern B.C. and has been on eight
day backpacking trips in remote wilderness. In June, we will go on a hike
in Pinecone Burke Provincial Park where we will see how to camp and
not leave a trace of our stay in the forest. We will learn how to set up a
tent, where to get water, and what needs to be done with food at night.

Meet the leader at the top of Harper Road (off Coast Meridian) near the
Port Coquitlam Hunting and Fishing Club at 9:00. Please leave your
vehicle locked, and with no valuables visible from outside.

Pinecone Burke Provincial Park:
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/pinecone/

Map: http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/pinecone/
pinecone_burke.pdf

Please note:

* Pre-registration requires for this outing as participants are limited to 30;
please contact Noriko by email at bmnync@gmail.com

* This outing is for BMN YNC members only and one adult to attend the
young naturalists, please.

* We will have this event rain or shine; dress accordingly with sturdy
footwear.

* Please bring water, snack, and insect repellent.

Help Count the Bats at Colony
Farm Regional Parxk! s ciecos

Every summer, bats return to roost in the old

Purple Martin watchers at Rocky Point Park in Port Moody. photo by N Nakaya

buildings at Colony Farm Regional Park where females
raise their young in the attic. We keep hoping that they
might find the bat house we built for them as suitable
habitat for roosting. Help Metro Vancouver Parks
naturalists monitor these bats by assisting in a bat
count as the bats emerge from the bunkhouse at dusk.
Volunteers will be stationed around the building. Wear
clothing with long sleeves and pants to deter the few
mosquitoes that might fly within striking distance of you
and rely on the bats to take care of the rest.

Please arrive at least 10 minutes before sunset.
Bat counts take place every other Thursday evening
throughout the spring and summer. To reach Colony
Farm from the Lougheed Highway in Coquitlam, turn at
the Colony Farm Road intersection (with traffic lights)
and proceed to the parking lot at the end of the Colony
Farm Road. A naturalist will meet people at the kiosk by
the parking lot. Bat counts take place on Thursday, June
11 (9:05 pm), June 25 (9:10 pm), July 9 (9:06 pm), July
23 (8:54 pm), August 6 (8:34 pm), August 20 (8:09 pm),
September 3 (7:41 pm) and September 17 (7:12 pm).
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Education-Conservation
Repor t By Elaine Golds

Thanks to our Volunteers!

May was a very busy month and we simply could not have
accomplished all that we did without so many willing volunteers. At
the Port Moody Ecological Society’s Fingerling Festival on May 2, our
BMN displays and puzzles were attended to by a number of volunteers
including Don Gillespie, Victoria Otton, Anne Holt, and Marjorie Griffin.
In addition, David Mounteney, Mike Griffin and Norma Gillespie were not
far away with their respective displays on DeBoville Slough, Minnekhada
Park Association and Riverview Horticultural Centre Society.

The next weekend was also busy with some members attending the
knotweed removal at DeBoville Slough and others working with, or on
behalf of, the Colony Farm Park Association at the International Migratory
Bird Day event at Colony Farm on May 9. We especially appreciated the
leaders who conducted public birding tours, including Liz Thunstrom,
Doug Charles, Al and Jude Grass as well as Istvan Orosi from Nature
Vancouver. Norma did a great job helping children pot a plant for
Mothers Day and Don was around doing whatever needed to be done
with knotweed stains still on his hands from the morning work party. In
addition to great volunteers, we also had great weather for all the events
which always makes for a very pleasant experience. My apologies if |
missed anyone’s name.

Kiyoshi has been kept very busy monitoring the return of purple
martins to Rocky Point, Blackie Spit, lona and elsewhere. Early in the
month, he was very worried about the low returns but apparently the
numbers have increased recently. He notes the Osprey are nesting at
Port Moody and is thrilled the barn owl box he installed at Colony Farm
has been used for the first time. Kiyoshi does so much to ensure nesting
habitat for birds in this area that we are all truly indebted to him for his
outstanding work!

With run-of-river issues building to a peak just before the provincial
election, | spoke at a press conference in early May where | was very
honoured to be at the table with Vicky Husband, Alexandra Morton, Mark
Angelo, Bill Rees and Craig Orr. After the press conference, we walked
with Alex to help her deliver anti fish-farming-protect -wild-salmon
petitions to the provincial Cabinet offices where we were joined by Don
Gillespie. The petitions were not accepted but the point was made. Later
in the week, | spoke at a Save Our Rivers Rally in Pitt Meadows and was
deeply honoured to share the floor with Joe Foy and Rafe Mair, both of
whom gave breathing-taking speeches which had the audience break into
many rounds of applause.

The following week, | spoke as a delegation to Coquitlam’s Land
Use Committee about the need to protect the Riverwalk area along the

Coquitlam River rather than allow it to be developed as a new residential
area. It was very heart-warning to be joined by some BMN members

as well as members of Coquitlam’s Green Council for the afternoon
presentation. We hope to have a meeting in June with the Green Council
members to discuss a strategy for the Riverwalk area. If any BMN
member wishes to join us, please give me a call. No date has been set
yet...but June is looking to be another busy month so it will probably be
later in the month.

Later in May, Larry Cowan led a birding tour at Colony Farm for Nature
Vancouver members where we finally saw Lazuli Buntings (the IMD event
was a little too early for them). Preparing for the annual BMN public hike
to the Woodland Walk during Environment Week also means a day spent
on the trail ensuring it is ready for public use. This year, our intrepid trail
work team found a large number of deadfalls which had them doing trail
maintenance for approximately 10 hours. Much thanks to this hard-
working team of only four - lan McArthur, Don Gillespie, Faisal Beg and
Lyle Litzenberger!

In addition, | submitted comments on behalf of BMN to Metro
Vancouver’s solid waste and liquid waste draft plans. On the same
evening as the Friends of DeBoville Slough AGM (unfortunately), |
attended a meeting in Port Coquitlam on Metro Vancouver’s Regional
Growth Plan for which | still have to submit written comments. This
meeting was well attended but mostly by people concerned about the
position of the Freemont connector and the potential for getting their land
out of the ALR. For other updates, please see my reports on Colony Farm
and run-of-river power projects.

Update on Run-of-River
Power Projects s cairecos

Clean Energy Call

Regarding the proposed Upper Pitt Power project, we await an
announcement for BC Hydro’s Clean Energy Call, which is anticipated
to come in early June. Last year, BC Hydro called for bids from private
power producers (run-of-river, wind, etc.) to meet their needs for
approximately 3000-5000 GWhr of new electricity. We know one of
these bids came from the Run of River Power, Inc. in the Upper Pitt. If
BC Hydro announces they will enter into an Energy Purchase Agreement
(EPA) with Run of River Power, Inc., then this project will come back
full time in a very big way. Once again, we would have a huge battle to
fight to protect the Upper Pitt and Pinecone Burke Park (under which the
proponents propose to drill a transmission line).

Thankfully, a large number of companies submitted bids to this clean
energy call (far more than will be required), so we can only hope the

This Lazuli Bunting male
put on quite a display
responding to its mirror
image in the rear-view
mirror of Kiyoshi’s car.
Photos were taken
recently at Colony Farm

" by Kiyoshi Takahashi.



Upper Pitt project will not meet the approval of BC Hydro If this project
fails to receive an EPA, it is likely to become inactive (for the time being)
as it will be hard for the proponents to raise funds to finance the project
without a buyer for the electricity. | am sure there are groups like ours all
over the province waiting with dread to learn if the particular project with
which they are concerned will receive an EPA from BC Hydro. Sad to say,
there will be winners and losers in this process. As much as | hope the
Upper Pitt project will be a “loser”, | fear some of the projects to receive
EPAs might be ones about which many environmental groups have raised
alarming concerns, e.g., Plutonic’s very large project on Bute Inlet.

Role of Burrard Thermal

Ironically, the Burrard Thermal plant in Port Moody has played a key
role in this call for “clean energy”. BC Hydro has proposed to downgrade
the “capacity” of this plant and it is this “lost capacity” that has created
the so-called energy gap to be filled by the clean power call. The
downgrading of Burrard Thermal’s capacity will not affect its operations
at all. The plant, which burns natural gas to create electricity, typically
operates for only a few weeks in winter to meet our period of peak
electricity demand. The rest of the time, this plant sits on emergency
standby...and is occasionally used. BC Hydro can afford to do this as the
Burrard plant is old and essentially “paid-off” Burrard has 6 turbines
of which no more than 3 are normally used. Sometimes, you can see
the plant in operation in the winter when the stacks emit hot air which
condenses into steam. At such times, it is easy to count the number of
stacks in operation. Energy from a clean energy call is highly unlikely
to be able to meet a need for “base” load during peak demand periods
because clean energy such as wind cannot be relied upon to be always
available and run-of-river projects typically cannot generate electricity in
the winter because their high elevation intakes are frozen over.

Need for Better Government Policies

With regard to the clean energy call, it is especially troubling that
many EPAs are signed even before the private power projects have been
approved through the Environmental Assessment (EA) process. Once
projects have an EPA, they can easily obtain financing from banks to
proceed so obtaining an EPA is a key hurdle for projects to cross. Please,
keep your fingers crossed that the Upper Pitt project does not receive an
EPA from BC Hydro!

The fact that EPAs can be signed prior to EA approval is one of the
many significant defects with how these private power projects are
presently assessed and permitted. The provincial government has no
overall strategy to identify where private power projects should be sited
or how many are truly needed. In the course of our first battle over the
Upper Pitt Power project, we became aware of many more deficiencies
in the planning, permitting and monitoring of these projects. Thus, it is
very important that we continue to work with other NGOs to
encourage the government to develop more enlightened policies
for electricity generation.

Just before the provincial election, the Vancouver Sun printed an
article concerning documents obtained under a Freedom of Information
request which revealed another critical deficiency with the way private
power producers are regulated. Currently, we have a Forests and Range
Practices Act (FRPA) which provides guidelines as to how forestry
companies must carry out harvesting activities on crown land. (This
weaker FRPA replaced the more effective Forest Practices Code brought
in under the NDP to protect the forested land base of BC.) Several years
ago, | sat on a provincial committee for the Ministry of the Environment
on which we were directed to develop guidelines that would ensure
protection for some wildlife species and their critical habitat. While the
guidelines we developed were not as stringent as | had hoped, we were at
least able to achieve some level of protection for Identified Wildlife
(i-e., species at risk) under this Management Strategy (IWMS).

The document obtained by the Vancouver Sun revealed private
power producers are likely to not have to follow IWMS guidelines. If, for
example, they propose to construct a transmission line through critical
identified habitat for Marbled Murrelets (or other species at risk), rather
than the Regional Manager having the authority to forbid them to do it
under the guidelines of the IWMS, the decision will be deferred up to the
level of the deputy Minister (at which point, we anticipate the Minister will
allow them to ignore the IWMS —otherwise, why would the government
create such a loophole?). The same procedure would be followed for
impacts on old growth management areas, etc. This is another shocking
example of the biased and favorable treatment private power producers
are receiving from the provincial government. If they receive permission
to construct projects in critical habitat areas where logging is not allowed,
| can only imagine the stampede caused by forestry companies eager to
work with private power producers to clear such areas for construction.

BMN Participation in BCUC Hearings

With the Liberals now re-elected in BC, we can expect private power
producers will continue to have the full support of government. This
means that we must remain ever vigilant to help ensure protection of
wilderness areas and significant wildlife habitat. BCUC (the BC Utilities
Commission) is now starting to develop a process to review how BCTC’s
transmission lines will be developed over the next few decades. | can only
imagine how much the private power producers must be salivating at the
prospects of getting public money (i.e., from BCTC, a crown corporation)
to build power lines that will allow them to export electricity to the USA.
In particular, we don’t want to see transmission lines built through
protected areas or key wildlife habitat so | think it behooves us to speak
up for the protection of such areas and help to develop policies that
would prevent this from happening. BCUC will allow public participation
in what is seen to likely be a year-long process for the BCTC transmission
network. On behalf of BMN, | have signed up as an intervenor to
participate in this process and will start by attending a “scoping issues”
workshop and conference in June. While | expect to see a lot of private
power producers also participating in these meetings, | was glad to learn
the Wilderness Committee will also be present as an intervenor. It’s going
to be nice to have a little support from like-minded colleagues.

Coquitlam-Maillardville MLA Diane Thorne (on left) donated $200 to BMN last month. Our
treasurer Carole Edwards is shown here accepting the cheque. photo by Linda Asgeirsson
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Colony Farm Regional
Park Update —Is There Any
Good News?

The birding season is well underway at Colony Farm with nature
tours planned by BMN or Nature Vancouver most weekends this
spring. As of newsletter deadline, we are looking forward to the Lazuli
Bunting walks held during Environment Week in June led by Istvan
Orosi of Nature Vancouver and the Colony Farm Park Association
(CFPA). Golony Farm has become a real hot spot for these buntings
and is the only place | am aware of in the lower mainland where these
colourful birds nest in such relative abundance.

In the last newsletter, | described our concerns with the proposed
fish habitat compensation plans proposed in what is now old-field
habitat as part of the Port Mann Bridge/Gateway construction. To
date, we have had no responses to our letter from the Port Mann
Bridge/Gateway group. This group, which was supposed to be a
private business partner building the bridge for the government
has now apparently become a new crown corporation called the
Transportation Investment Corporation. If so, | can only hope they will
follow in the footsteps of BC Hydro and conduct public consultation
in a sincere and timely manner.

We are aware they held a meeting on May 5 to which we were not
invited. Furthermore, we are aware that, subsequent to that meeting,
Ed Andrusiak, Manager of Metro Vancouver Parks, has committed
to setting up a working group to discuss the proposed habitat work.
At this point we do not know if BMN will be invited to participate in
that working group. It appears that Metro Vancouver Parks does not
object to the concept of creating fish habitat within old field habitat
but requests that some discussion take place as to the amount of
fish habitat that will be created. We know the initial request was for
approximately 10 hectares but have been told the Corporation wants
to convert at least 60 hectares of old field habitat to fish habitat.

Agricultural Sustainability Plan

On the same day that the submission for this newsletter was due,
| received an email copy of the new agricultural plan for Colony
Farm. After a brief review, | am truly dismayed. While there are
elements of the plan that may be fine, | am shocked that this plan
has been developed without BMN being involved and without any
public consultation. Essentially, approximately 30 “experts” were
invited in and given a free hand to plan whatever they wanted at a 3
day ‘charette”, i.e., workshop, in March. While |, as President of the
Colony Farm Park Association (CFPA), was invited to attend, | was out
of town at the time so Liz Thunstrom attended in my place on behalf
of CFPA. Norma Gillespie, a member of CFPA also attended, in part,
on behalf of the Riverview Horticultural Centre Society. At least two
fish biologists attended plus, apparently, a single wildlife biologist
who has done some consulting for Metro Vancouver on the sheep
paddock area. | would have like to have seen someone like Dr. Rob
Butler invited to attend given his considerable expertise on great blue
herons and other species at risk. Many aspects of this plan (extensive
farm buildings up to 4 stories high and, of course, leveling and
drainage of fields) will require the investment of millions of dollars.
Exactly where these funds are to come from is not clear.

Attendees were provided with a copy of the original Land Use Plan
but I surmise this happened only because | raised objections that no
mention had been made of this Land Use Plan at the earlier planning
session last fall and spoke with Parks Manager Frieda Schade to
express my chagrin.

The development of this plan stands in stark contrast to the very
thorough process and extensive public consultation conducted for
the development of the original Land Use Plan for Colony Farm in
1993/5. The original land use plan attempted to balance the three
values of Colony Farm, namely wildlife habitat, public recreation
and agriculture. This new plan shows little of the same balance.

In the intervening years, a number of agricultural plans have been
developed for the agricultural areas of Colony Farm. None of these
plans ever got beyond the planning stage although they all involved
plenty of time on our part to help develop. This plan is the first one
which includes all of the Farm and, as far as | am concerned, it is
really pushing the envelope in terms of its aggressive approach on
agricultural values.

Needless to say, the plan is very heavy on agricultural and light,
almost to the point of ignorance, on wildlife values. In fact, the
wildlife fields are deemed to be appropriate sites for development
of extensive fish habitat (which particular fish species is not clear
- some type of salmon, | presume). Mention is also made of having
fish tanks on the farm. No doubt, the presence of the Transportation
Investment Corporation at the 3 day planning workshop helped to
ensure the recommendation to replace some old field habitat with fish
habitat...but it’s bizarre that they were invited without inviting other
stakeholder groups such as BMN.

While it was noted that Lazuli Buntings currently use a portion of
the Farm designated for agriculture, it was stated they have probably
moved into such areas because of Metro’s grass maintenance
program and the presence of small water bodies so this habitat
should be replicated elsewhere on the farm to encourage the buntings
to move on. In fact, | think the buntings use the areas they do (and
they use several areas) because they like sites which have high trees
close to suitable nesting areas (shrubs) that enable the males to call
and display. As anyone knows, areas with tall trees at Colony Farm
are in rather short supply. And, we still await a plan to restore the
lovely row of elms and chestnuts that once graced the entire length of
Colony Farm Road.

When discussing wildlife, the report notes that while “anecdotal
evidence suggests that birds and wildlife” [since when has wildlife not
included birds?], “have started to recolonize the farm since 1982, this
remains unproven as there is no empirical evidence to support it”. In
other words, thanks, heron counters and many others, but this team
of experts apparently doesn’t believe a word you say or a sighting you
report.

The description of the Colony Farm Park Association is dismissive:
“they work on issues of interest to them and hold small events”. [I
guess that about sums it up for being small-minded.] In conclusion,
the report notes that further consultation may be undertaken [MAY??]
and that Metro Vancouver must quickly incorporate fish on the
Wilson Farm and quickly initiate studies. Mention is made that there
may be a public information [note, not consultation] session in the
fall [i.e., we will tell the public what we are going to do but do not
really want input].

Will McKenna, a Metro Vancouver Parks Planner has asked the
CFPA to review the document and provide feedback at a meeting in
early June so that this feedback can be incorporated into a report
which will go to the Parks Committee and Metro Vancouver Board
in July. While incorporating feedback from the Park Association
will probably result in the elimination of some of the most offensive
language in the report, there is nothing that can compare with full and
meaningful public consultation and a respectful desire to abide by
the vision of the Land Use Plan 1995. If anyone wishes to review the
report (which is has not yet been released to the public), please give

Rm me a call.



Nature and Feeder Watch

by Rozanne Thomson

Bill Aaroe phoned on May 14th to say that he and his wife had seen
a Lazuli Bunting in their backyard in Port Coquitlam. Very exciting find!
They took pictures of it so ask to see them the next time you see Bill.

From Hilary Maguire: “I can report that the large nest in atop a power
tower in Belcarra Park, reported in Mark Johnston’s Nov 2007 Hikers
Year in Review column, is indeed an osprey nest. | witnessed the parents
in the nest on a very pleasant recent visit to the Woodhaven Swamp area
of the park. Even more exciting than that, however, was finding a warbler
with a bright yellow head and black chin singing and flitting across the
power line cut. This bird appeared to be a Hermit Warbler (a rare visitor
to our area). When | shared my finding and photos on bcvanbirds
(yahoo birding group), the other possibility was that it was a hybrid
Hermit-Townsend’s Warbler. Whatever its genetic makeup, it was thrilling
to come across an unfamiliar warbler and to have a chance to observe it
in good light as it sang and moved about. Other birds observed or heard
that day in that area were: Peregrine Falcon, Black Swift, Black-headed
Grosbeak, Dark-eyed Junco, Western Tanager, Band-tailed Pigeon and
Turkey Vulture.”

Rozanne Thomson holding and banding a MacGillivrays Warbler at Colony Farm in April.

| - Rozanne - had a thrilling time taking a bird banding and monitoring
workshop with Derek Matthews. Some of you will remember Derek from
his talk to BMN in April 2008. He is a Master Birder, and very committed
to sharing his knowledge and his commitment to birds. | learned how
so much; Derek and his wife are dynamic and extremely informed
instructors, and we covered a lot of material in two and a half days. This
included my getting up twice at 4:00 am so that | could be at the mist
nets by 5:30. It was quite lovely at that time of the morning! Colony Farm
was beautiful in its low mist cover at that hour.

We weighed, sexed, and measured wing and tail length of each bird
retrieved from the mist nets. Before releasing each bird was fitted with
the appropriate size of band. Then they were quickly released back. Quite
a few small songbirds were retrieved and banded on the two mornings.

On my deck at home, | noticed a peculiar happening. There are
2 oyster shells sitting on the deck, and one day a female American
Goldfinch spent a good while chipping away at one of them. | suspect
she was able to obtain calcium from the shell, which she would need to
fortify herself while producing eggs. | remember that my parents who
were farmers supplied hens with a commercial mix of oyster shells to
ensure they laid eggs with strong shells.

Enjoy your summer and get out in Nature. Thanks for all your emails
and phone calls for this column. You make it what it is.

To contact me, phone/fax 604-421-5292 or email me at Rozanne
Thomson@shaw.ca

[eace 7]

BN Archives - Excerpts from
previous June newsletters s

June 1989 (20 years ago)
“Then and Now” by Marjorie Griffin

...... This had been a beautiful forest, a remnant of which adjoined our
property. In the spring, Pacific dogwood and vine maples brightened
the understory beneath the western red cedar, western hemlock and an
occasional broad leaf maple. Growing in the forest duff were sword and
deer fern and licorice fern grew on mossy tree trunks. Wild lily-of-the-
valley carpeted the ground along with blueberry. This was home to all
manner of creatures - a beautiful mixed community development that the
forest took decades to achieve.

Now it was time for development of another kind. One day a man with
a bulldozer came and WHAM, before long there was what | call a huge
funeral pyre. That beautiful mixed community burned for days. “Oh! it
was just a lot of wood.”

| was determined to replant as many trees on our property as | could
and rescued a sapling dogwood from certain death, a mountain ash,
hazelnut trees, alders, and planted a hedge with hemlock seedlings.
Gradually most birds returned as habitat was restored..... To make
amends for lost natural habitat we can plant a native garden.

June 1991 (18 years ago)
“The Licorice Fern” by Bert Brink

..... The Licorice fern is an epiphite because it often lives, as a non-
parasite, high up on broad leaved maple trees. It finds much of its
nutrients from leachates from the bark dissolved in the stem flow rain.
... Itis one of the few plants in our area that produces the chemical
compound glycyrrhizin, which gives licorice its flavour. This was
well known to our coastal Indians, who used the rhizomes mainly for
flavouring and sometimes for food. Does it not deserve a distinctive place
among our native plants because of its unusual chemistry and growth
habit and as our only true vascular epiphyte?

June1996 (13 years ago)

Ed - Con report

“Port Moody Wetlands on the North Shore” by £ faine Golds
....After a long string of public hearings, court cases and appeals, the
City now seems somewhat committed to “protecting the wetlands”
through a zoning process. Meanwhile the wetlands continue to be
damaged each summer by 4by4 vehicles and motor bike riders who
love nothing more than the challenge of gumbo through which to drive
their vehicles. .....

For months, nothing seemed to happen. Summer is coming again and
with it the dry season that brings the 4by4s down the pipeline right of
way. At one of the recent Greenlinks events, | met an official from B.C.
Gas and casually mentioned the problem to him. What a difference in
attitude! Within 3 days, | had 4 phone calls from various officials at
B.C. Gas, a site visit arranged and commitment to restrict access ASAP.
Turns out the gas pipeline is buried only about 4 feet below the ground.
Vehicles driving through mudholes can damage the pipeline as well

as the vegetation. B.C. Gas appreciated us bringing the problem to
their attention.

June 2000 (9 years ago)

“Victory for the Upper Pitt and our Wild Salmon”
by Elaine Golds

To our great joy and relief, Premier Dosanjh announced on May 18 that
the government would not permit a gravel mine o be sited on Olsen
Creek, a tributary of the Upper Pitt River. The Premier went on to state
that “My government will ensure that there is never any gravel
mining at the site and we will further ensure that the use of



these Crown lands is dictated by enviromental values and community
support”. This was welcome news, indeed, and was the long awaited
decision that the Pitt River and Area Watershed Network (PRAWN) had
been working to achieve for several years.

June 2008 1 year ago)

“BMN Hikers - UBC Research Forest” by MJohnston
Resuming our hike, those of us in the lead flushed an apparently
female Blue Grouse. There was the usual beating of wings as the grouse
“flew” from vegetation by the side of the road to protective cover a

little farther away. Those of us in front carried on, but a moment later
those bringing up the rear called us back. Turning around, we were
startled to see a male grouse in full display scurrying towards us. As
various members of our group tried to photograph the bird, he became
increasingly agitated and aggressive, resorting to charging at us and even
trying to peck at our pant legs or, alternatively, strike out with a wing.
We snapped our pictures and continued up the road, but not without the
excited grouse pursuing us for a considerable distance!

A Natural Herbicide

by Carole Edwards

2 cups vinegar

1/8th cup of salt

1 teaspoon dish detergent

Mix well and apply directly onto the weeds.
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