
Silent Auction 2009:  
A Resounding Success!by Victoria Otton

The 2009 silent auction on December 8th was a huge success 
again this year. The generosity of several local businesses and many 
BMN members meant that the club raised over $1850 that evening, 
money that will be donated to two wildlife rescue groups -- Wildlife 
Rescue in Burnaby and the Orphaned 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Society (better 
known as OWL) in Delta. During the hard 
winter of last year, both these organizations 
had heavy care loads and were feeling the 
financial pinch as a result. Not only are we 
pleased to help support the good work of 
these two groups, but we also had a fun 
time in the process!

The evening of the auction was full of 
greeting and catching up with old and new 
friends, delicious food (supplied 
by the outgoing executive 
committee), and good-natured 
bidding for favoured auction 
items. As in previous auctions, 
there were many appealing items 
to bid on (BMN member Doug 
Charles’ donation of one of his 
original watercolours was a 
highlight this year) and the silent 
and not-so-silent bidders did a 
thorough job of bidding on nearly 
every item on offer. Liz Rowley, 
who is embarking on a new 
adventure in living arrangements, 

donated many of the treasures from her recent house-clearing. Don 
and Norma Gillespie had their corner of the room festooned with 
fresh holly and evergreen boughs, all arranged by Norma’s artistic 
hand. Don also did a steady job in cards and calendar sales. Liz 
Thunstrom had amassed a tasty array of preserves and baked goods 
for sale in another corner of the room and Anne Holt did a booming 
business at the used books table, which had a particularly appealing 

selection of books 
this year. Through the 
din, the lively strains 
of music from The 
Nutcracker kept us all 
in the spirit of the event 
(thanks, Deanna!). The 
evening wound up with 
a slide presentation 
by Ian McArthur 
showing some of the 
highlights of the past 
year for BMN. These 
retrospective shows are 
always a revelation to 
me:  we actually do get 
quite a lot accomplished 

in one year! 2009 was a special year for the club as it marked our 
20th anniversary, and we all felt we had a lot to celebrate. And, of 
course, there was also an election held that evening for club directors 
for the upcoming year. My term is over, and it couldn’t have ended 
on a happier note. I helped this year with organizing the auction, and 
so for the first time I had an opportunity to deal directly with some 
of our supporters in the community. Without exception, they all were 
pleased to be able to contribute and all said something along the lines 
of “keep up the good work!”  We never ask for recognition of the 
work we do, but it sure is nice when we receive it.

There are many to thank 
for such a successful event. 
First, the local businesses that 
(even though it was a tough 
year) donated to our auction. 
Please support these generous 
businesses throughout the year 
ahead:

•	 Art Knapp Plantland and 
Florist (Dominion Ave, Pt 
Coquitlam) 
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•	 Backyard Bird Centre (Newport Village, Pt Moody) 

•	 Bosley’s Pet Food (Eagleridge Plaza on Barnet, Coquitlam) 

•	 Framing and Art Centre (Coquitlam Centre) 

•	 Gerry’s Vintners (Burquitlam Plaza, Coquitlam) 

•	 Inlet Seafoods (Newport Village, Pt Moody) 

•	 Lassthetic Salon & Spa (Eagle Ridge Plaza on Lansdowne, Coq.) 

•  Organics @ Home (Hunter St, North Vancouver) 

•  Rodus Kouzina Mediterranean Grille (Ioco Rd, Pt Moody) 

•  Wild Birds Unlimited (West Broadway, Vancouver) 

Many BMN members worked to make the auction a success, but 
two people -- Alison Burton and Carole Edwards -- did most of the 
legwork soliciting and collecting items and taking care of the many 
details and paperwork involved. And thank you to Janet Rozanski 
who has been in charge of the auction for the past several years and 
who passed along such organized instructions and timelines that 
our job was made easy. Finally, to see some of photos of the evening 
(by Hilary Maguire and Candace Archer), have a look on our website 
(bmn.bc.ca). You just might see yourself there! 

Thanks again everyone for your support and for making this year’s 
auction a memorable event. Happy New Year to all!

Announcements:
Wednesday, January 13 at 7 pm:  Colony Farm Park Association 

Board Meeting. New members always welcome. We will finalize plans 
for heron walks in March. At Metro Vancouver Parks Avalon office in 
Burnaby. Contact Elaine (604-937-3483) for more info.

Sunday, January 17 from 10 am – 2 pm:   Winter Farmers Market 
the Coquitlam Farmers Market moves indoors during the winter and 
is held on two Sundays each month until the end of April. Port Moody 
Social Rec Centre, 300 Ioco Rd.

Tuesday, January 19 at 7:15 pm:  BMN Education-Conservation 
Committee meets at Elaine’s to make plans for nest box cleaning, a 
strategy for a better world…and other items, if time permits.

Thursday, January 21 at 7 pm:  Friends of DeBoville Slough 
meet to plan events for the coming year. Lab room at the Pinetree 
Community Centre in Coquitlam.

	 January 22 – 24:  Workshop: Basic Field Identification of Raptors. 
This is weekend workshop is offered by Nature Vancouver with 
William S. Clark at the Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary Museum, 
Delta. Lectures on  Friday night, Saturday & Sunday morning. Field 
trips on Saturday & Sunday after the lectures. Cost $165. Contact 
Jude Grass to register (604-538-8774).

Saturday, January 23 at 9am:  Birding with Larry Cowan and 
Nature Vancouver from DeBoville Slough to Minnekhada Park. A 
half-day birding field trip from Coquitlam’s DeBoville Slough to 
Minnekhada Regional Park. This should be a chance to observe  
many waterfowl & raptor species during the walk. Contact Larry  
at 604-465-1402 or lawrencecowan@shaw.ca.

Tuesday, January 26 at 7 pm:  Please attend Metro Vancouver’s 
public meeting and provide your comments on their new Regional 
Growth Strategy. If you want to see better protection of greenspaces, 
urban development confined within firm boundaries, more  
greenways within communities and a good transportation plan,  
now is the time to speak up.  

At the Executive Inn,  405 North Road in Coquitlam.  
Registration not required.

Tuesday, January 26 at 7:15 pm:  BMN Executive  
Meeting at Anne’s.  

Friday, January 29:  Deadline to submit written comments on 
Metro Vancouver’s proposed Regional Growth Strategy. Even if you 
have no objections and like what is being proposed, it’s still important 
to speak up and make your voice count!  See www.metrovancouver.
org for details (click on Regional Growth Plan on the home page). 
BMN will be submitting comments – call Elaine if you have ideas you 
wish to contribute.

Saturday, January 30 to January 30 Workshop: Advanced Field 
Identification of Raptors. See Jan 22-24 for details.

Sunday, January 31 from 10 am – 2 pm:  Winter Farmers Market. 
Port Moody Social Rec Centre, 300 Ioco Rd. 

Saturday, February 6 at 9:00 am:  Birding with Larry at Colony 
Farm. Colony Farm RP is home to many over wintering raptors, 
sparrows, waterfowl and usually a Northern Shrike or two. Join your 
leader Larry Cowan and members of Nature Vancouver in discovering 
what species the park has to offer on this year’s half-day outing. Meet 
the leader at the parking area at the east end of Colony Farm Rd. in 
Coquitlam at 0900. 604 465-1402 or lawrencecowanATshaw.ca

Tuesday, February 9 at 7:30 pm. BMN Monthly Meeting. Guest 
speaker will be Derek Matthews who will report on his exciting results 
of bird banding at Colony Farm Regional Park this past summer. At 
Como Lake United Church (main floor), corner of Marmont Avenue 
and King Albert Street in Coquitlam.

Monday, February 15:  Deadline to submit comments to the 
provincial consultation on the use of cosmetic pesticides. See www.
env.gov.bc.ca/epd/ipmp/regs/cosmetic-pesticides/pdf/consultation-
paper.pdf for details (you can also simply google “cosmetic pesticide 
consultation bc”).. You can choose to answer questions posted on 
the response form or submit your own comments. Given that the 
provincial government has opened the door for public consultation 
on this topic, we should take this opportunity to speak up. The people 
who want to keep spraying toxic chemicals in our neighborhoods 
(and into the air we breathe) are likely to participate so we should, 
too!   Typical of this government, no public meetings are scheduled 
so all public input must be submitted through the website.

BMN Members on the 
Dragon’s Den this month!

Steve and Jackie Chapman are BMN members with a company 
called Virtual Outdoor Adventures. We received the following 
exciting information from them:

Back in May, the Virtual Outdoor Adventures team took a trip out 
to Toronto to be filmed for CBC’s Dragon’s Den show. After many 
months of waiting to see if we were going to make it onto the TV 
show, we learned today that we have an air date: 

It will be Wednesday, January 20th, 2010 at 8:00 PM on CBC

So please tune in and see us go to battle with “The Dragons”! 
With four new products scheduled for release early next year, this 

is a very exciting time for us!

			   Steve Chapman,  
			   Virtual Outdoor Adventures,  
			   www.VirtualOutdoorAdventures.com page 2
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BMN YNC Explorer Day  
in January 2010
“I spy with my little eye…” 
Sunday, January 31, 2010  
01:00 pm – 2:30 pm  

There are lots of ways to enjoy nature in the winter from the 
comfort of indoors. We will learn one way to do that at the first 
Explorer Day in 2010. Rosemary Taylor, winner of the Nature 
Vancouver photography contest, will share her photos of flora and 
fauna in the Vancouver area with us. Her collection includes beautiful, 
funny and rare photos that will give us glimpses of nature that we 
might otherwise never see for ourselves. This interactive photo 
presentation will be useful preparation for the Great Backyard Bird 
Count in February as well. 

A message from Rosemary:   

I spy with my little eye …. everyday nature all around us. 

We often don’t notice things we see every day. Let’s stop 
and look at some of them through photographs, try to guess 
what they are, and then share what we know about what we 
see there. Then next time when you go outside, look around 
and see what you can spy. 

Enlarging photographs is so easy on the computer – you 
see all sorts of things you’d never have time to notice in the 
field, it’s almost better than having a microscope! 

And over time, it’s amazing how things start fitting together 
like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle. There are all sorts of interesting 
reasons why you should take nature pictures, and I would like 
to share some of the reasons that I have discovered. 

My camera is always at hand, at home, on a walk, wherever 
I go. Like the American Express advertisements says: “Don’t 
leave home without it”!  

Meet the leader at Hyde Creek Hatchery Education Centre at 
1:00 pm. The Education Centre is upstairs of the hatchery, and has 
been generously made available to us by Hyde Creek Watershed 
Society. Please leave your vehicle locked, and with no valuables 
visible from outside. 

Map: http://ca.maps.yahoo.com/dd#mvt=m&lat=49.275006&lon=-
122.75227&zoom=16&q1=1379%20Laurier%20Avenue%2C%20Por
t%20Coquitlam%2C%20BC

Please note:  
•  Pre-registration is required for this event;  
    please contact Noriko by email at bmnync@gmail.com  
•  This event is for YNC members only.  
•  We are not visiting the hatchery. 

BMN YNC Explorer Day  
in December   
Bees are the Bees Knees
You Can Pet a Bee!    
by Anthony Taylor (10) and William Taylor (7)  

On November 29, we Young Naturalists learned all about bees 
with Brian Campbell. Brian sure knew a lot about all kinds of bees. 
Honeybees are from Europe, but bumblebees and mason bees are 
from B.C. All bees in the world are in trouble, mostly because 

humans are interfering with them. There is a disease here that is 
killing our bumblebees and humans brought it here from Europe!  
Another thing we’re doing to harm bees is destroying their habitat. 
Bumblebees like to live in the ground and so when you dig up your 
garden or your grass, you are digging up bumblebees’ nests. And 
we all know that we need bees to pollinate all the plants that we 
depend on.

You can make a cosy nest for a bumblebee. Get an old plant pot 
and turn it upside down on the ground and put dryer lint in it. The 
pot should have drainage holes in it so that the bee has a way to get 
inside. Put a plate on top of the upside down pot for shade. Then 
when the bumblebee queen goes looking for a good spot for a nest, 
she’ll see the plate and notice it and remember it -- bees have good 
memories. Then she might choose your nest to raise her family!  
Bumblebees are very friendly, so friendly you can pet them! If you see 
one gathering nectar, come up to it so it can see you (if it doesn’t see 
you it might get scared and sting you) and with your finger, gently pet 
it. But don’t squeeze it or it will sting you. Ground nesting bees are 
also very patient. If you’re sitting above their nest they’ll wait for you 
to get up. If they are outside the nest they’ll wait on a fence until you 
get out of the way.

Wasps are more likely to sting you. Most of the time people think 
they’ve been stung by a bee, but they have really been stung by a 
wasp. Bees are hairy and wasps aren’t. Wasps also have slimmer 
bodies and longer legs. The reason they hang around your barbecue 
in August is because they’re hunters and they’re looking for meat to 
take home to their babies. 

We looked at different types of bees -- workers, queens and 
drones -- and different nests -- a huge wasps’ nest made of paper 
and lots of different kinds of mason bee nests you can make. We 
cleaned out tubes where mason bees had laid their eggs. In one 
tube, pollen mites had killed all the mason bees’ cocoons, but the 
other one had pupas inside. We cleaned them gently to wash off the 
“frass” (which is a nice name for insect poop) and then Brian let me 
take them home. We’re going to keep them in the fridge and then in 
spring when our plum tree has lots of blossoms, we’re going to put 
them into a paper bag in the tree and then the adult bees will chew 
their way out. Brian gave us a mason bee nest, too, and I hope they 
will choose our nest in spring. Brian helped us learn a lot about 
bees and he was funny -- he said the bumblebee might purr when 
she gets petted, but he was just joking. We had fun learning all 

about bees with Brian Campbell.

A mason bee’s cocoon, harvested from a cardboard nest box, in Anthony’s hand.  
photo by N. Nakaya



Christmas Bird Count 2009 
Lee Harding took this photo during the Christmas Bird Count on 

January 2nd. As he explains, the orientation of the barn owl isn’t 
immediately obvious. “The bird was in a vertical pipe about 7 m up, 
and I stuck my head into an opening at the bottom and was looking 
directly up. The owl was perched and bent over to look straight down. 
Hence, it appears to be upside down. 300 mm lens with a flash. It 
won’t win any awards, but is interesting (to me anyway).” 
Photo by Lee Harding

At the end of a very wet Christmas Bird Count day Team 1 leader 
John Reynolds reminisces about birding in the snow on last year’s 
count. Photo by H. Maguire

All that Political Spin
We are all familiar how some statements made by politicians can 

be widely misleading, even though they retain a faint hint of reality. 
However, this one takes the cake!  It is a description of a distant 
relative of a well-known Democratic politician in the USA. His relative 
had spent time in jail, was a railway robber and  a horse thief before he 
was hanged in the late 1800s. Here is how the politician’s office staff 
described this relative:  “Remus Reid was a famous cowboy in the 
Montana Territory.  His business empire grew to include acquisition 
of valuable equestrian assets and intimate dealings with the Montana 
railroad. Beginning in 1883, he devoted several years of his life to 
government service, finally taking leave to resume his dealings with 
the railroad. In 1887, he was a key player in a vital investigation run 
by the renowned Pinkerton Detective Agency. In 1889, Remus passed 
away during an important civic function held in his honor when 
the platform upon which he was standing collapsed.”

Education-Conservation 
Report by Elaine Golds

As I write this newsletter, my fingers are still a little numb from 
a very wet Christmas Bird Count. But, I had a wonderful day with 
a great group of people! My favorite moment was seeing several 
Black Turnstones under the pier at Rocky Point when we returned 
to the dock on the boat. Until that point, we had been lamenting the 
extremely high tide which had erased the shoreline and, thus, our 
chances of seeing shorebirds. Doing the Shoreline Park with John 
Reynolds and Isabelle Cote is always a treat; on this Count, we also 
had the opportunity to join Rod MacVicar on his boat with Rob Butler. 
With such experts, I tend to feel my efforts are almost superfluous 
but it was a great learning opportunity in most pleasant company!  
Enjoying the fellowship of other BMN members is certainly one of the 
reasons why I continue to be a busy volunteer with BMN. I am sure 
that is the case for many members. If only it was possible to spend 
more time “knowing nature” and a little less time “keeping nature 
worth knowing”!  And (note to self), when birding at the Shoreline 
Park, always look under the pier at Rocky Point.

With the New Year now tucked under our belts, we are approaching 
the nest box cleaning season. I hope we will get many members out 
to help us with this project as well. We will set dates for nest box 
cleaning at our January EdCon meeting so, please, watch our website 
for these dates and be ready to sign up at the February meeting. Each 
area where we clean nest boxes has its own special delights. For 
example, cleaning boxes at Minnekhada Regional Park provides a rare 
opportunity to see flying squirrels. Cleaning nest boxes at Widgeon 
Slough offers a chance to visit a protected area closed to the public 
because it has not yet become a Regional Park. We can’t guarantee 
the best of weather in February and March but we can always promise 
good company and an interesting morning!

In March, we will once again be offering public heron walks at 
Colony Farm in partnership with the Colony Farm Park Association. 
These walks are conducted with a focus on the herons as they gather 
in large groups in preparation for the breeding season but we will 
also take note of any birdlife we see. While we hope to have some 
very knowledgeable members lead these heron walks, we will also 
need people to assist, i.e., bring up the rear, be there to help, answer 
basis questions and, possibly show some of our laminated photos of 
birds to help those with a nascent interest in nature get a better idea 
of bird details. Heron walks will be offered on Sunday, March 14 and 
Saturday, March 27 starting at 9:30 am from the parking lot at the 
end of Colony Farm Road.

Because of the Winter Olympics in February, public consultation 
on both Metro Vancouver’s Solid Waste Plan and the Sustainability 
Plan for Colony Farm have been postponed until March at the earliest. 
Watch our next newsletter for updates and more information. I 
hope that BMN members will participate in these consultations. In 
particular, we need to have lots of local interest expressed in a much 
improved plan for Colony Farm, i.e., one  which will not have negative 
impacts on wildlife habitat (unlike the proposed draft plan). The draft 
plan for Colony Farm is now posted on Metro Vancouver’s website 
(www.metrovancouver.org). To view it, click on to “Regional Parks” 
and then “Planning” where you will see a link to the Colony Farm 
Sustainability Plan. A map on page 22 which shows what Colony 
Farm could look like in the future is the best place to start.

In December, on behalf of the Colony Farm Park Association, I 
attended a meeting held by the Port Mann Bridge group to discuss 

the proposal to create fish habitat within old field habitat on page 4
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the Wilson farm at Colony Farm Regional Park. In brief, we were 
pleased to see the plans have now limited fish channel creation to 
mostly around the perimeter of the fields rather than within the fields. 
Thus, impacts to old field habitat are reduced compared to what was 
originally proposed. I will bring a map to the January and February 
BMN meetings for people to view. Some of the “fish people” at the 
meeting had trouble understanding why old field habitat (i.e., all those 
open, seemingly, vacant areas) is so critical to protect for birds. I still 
remain concerned about construction disturbance to the fields during 
critical times for migratory birds, the possible required planting of 
riparian vegetation which could block views into the fields, the very 
limited benefits to fish, the overall high cost of the project (funded 
by us, i.e., the taxpayers) and the worrying precedent this would 
set to disturb critical bird habitat in a public park area dedicated to 
wildlife. Nonetheless, some of our concerns have been listened to and 
addressed. I guess this is progress.

Regional Growth Plan

In January, Metro Vancouver is consulting with the public regarding 
a draft regional growth plan. While there are a number of positive 
directions in this plan, the plan, nonetheless, requires some tweaking. 
As the name implies, this plan attempts to deal with projected growth 
to 2041. This is the first problem – our  planet is already overloaded 
with people and we need to be very cautious about enabling growth, 
supporting a growth-dependent economy or seeing this as a desirable 
outcome. This plan projects in increase in the Tri-cities population 
from 205,400 (in 2006) to 364,400 in 2041 with a similar increase 
throughout Metro Vancouver. Somehow, we need to find a way to 
appropriately plan for more people living locally without creating 
more of a burden on the earth’s resources. Wisely, the plan discusses 
the need to increase capacity to deal with climate change impacts. 
However, I would like to see a map which shows forecasted impacts 
on sea level rise and discusses this in greater detail. Having just 
been in the Shoreline Park during one of the highest tides of the year 
makes me realize how vulnerable this area could be to permanent sea 
level rise…and we all know that the polar ice is melting much faster 
than scientists had predicted.

The Growth Plan wisely discusses the need to protect natural 
features and enhance a greenway network (i.e., conservation/
recreation corridors) throughout the region. A greenway network is 
shown along the Coquitlam River which veers westward at the David 
Avenue bridge. I think a greenway should continue along the east side 
of the Coquitlam River north to Pinecone Burke. Similarly, there is no 
greenway shown connecting Colony Farm to Mundy Park and then 
down to the Shoreline Park nor is a greenway shown for the existing 
PoCo trail from the Coquitlam River to DeBoville Slough . So, we 
clearly need to submit comments on the inadequate greenway plan 
for our area and suggest corridors which should be added..

Because Translink functions separately from Metro Vancouver 
and is held hostage by the provincial government’s inadequate 
funding for public transit, Metro is limited in terms of what 
they can accomplish in terms of building a good transportation 
network independent of more road construction and fossil-fuel 
belching vehicles. Nonetheless, it is important that we show 
support for Metro’s desire for a transportation network based on 
a much improved public transit system. Their regional roads map 
shows a “planned” major road along the Mary Hill Bypass. This 
would be part of the province’s Gateway project and, although I 
asked repeatedly, I have been unable to ascertain if land will be 
removed from the Wildlife Management Area at the mouth 
of the Coquitlam River (where the heronry is located) to 

accommodate this upgrade. We need to keep pushing on this. 
Metro’s growth plan also wisely shows urban containment 
boundaries. Agricultural lands in Port Coquitlam are outside of 
these boundaries as is, of course, Colony Farm. However, the urban 
containment boundary seems to stretch too far northwards into 
forested areas of Heritage Mountain and Westwood Plateau up to 
what I presume are the drinking watershed boundaries. It’s hard to 
believe that urban development so far up our northshore mountains 
would be desirable. Thankfully, we have the boundaries of Pinecone 
Burke Park to keep development contained to the lower levels of 
Burke Mountain.

With these criticisms mind, I hope I have provided BMN members 
with some ideas for personal comments that could be made to Metro 
Vancouver on their proposed growth plan. A public meeting will be 
held in our area on Tuesday, January 26; comments are due January 
29 (see Announcements for details). Typically, not many people 
comment on these plans except those who are vehemently opposed 
(e.g., people holding on to agricultural lands with the expectation of 
future urban development). So, taking a few minutes of your time to 
make some comments can be a very effective way to help ensure a 
more sustainable future for our region. 

Reform Needed for BC’s Water Act

On December 2, I attended a meeting held by Watershed Watch 
Salmon Society, Ecojustice and the Polis Project on Ecological 
Governance to discuss reform of BC’s Water Act. Linda Nowlan 
at UBC had prepared an insightful document titled, “Statement 
of Expectations on the Reform of the BC Water Act” which urges 
action on the part of the provincial government. Linda felt it was 
important for a number of non-governmental organizations to sign 
on to this document to encourage the provincial government to 
move forward on a long-held promise to improve the  provincial 
Water Act (something promised under the Living Water Smart 
Strategy). The document encourages transparency and public 
participation in the reform process and asks for better protection of 
streams, aquifer health and aquatic environments, improved water 
governance,  improved water allocation (e.g., some for fish) and 
regulation of groundwater use (long overdue). Groups that signed 
on include CPAWS, a number a stream stewardship groups, Sierra 
Club, Wilderness Committee, West Coast Environmental Law, Georgia 
Strait Alliance and many others (including BC Nature and BMN.)  To 
attend this meeting, I had to miss a meeting called by fisheries for 
the Upper Pitt – a tough choice but Geoff Clayton offered to keep me 
informed of the Upper Pitt meeting. If anyone wishes  to review the 4 
page document, I can email it to you. 

Provincial Consultation on the  
Use of Cosmetic Pesticides

In their Throne Speech last August, the provincial government 
promised to consult with the public on the use of cosmetic pesticides. 
True to their word, a consultation process was announced (in rather 
“hushed tones”) just before Christmas. No public meetings will 
be held and the only way to participate is through the provincial 
website (www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/ipmp/regs/cosmetic-pesticides/
pdf/consultation-paper.pdf). Comments are due February 15. While 
I have not had time to review the discussion paper posted on the 
website, I expect to be submitting comments on behalf of BMN. I 
strongly encourage people to personally participate as well. There 
is a response document posted to the website for which people can 

simply type in their comments.
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Please anticipate that people in the pesticide industry will be 
strongly supporting the status quo and that our voices need to be 
similarly strong in support for a ban on cosmetic pesticides. There 
is, of course, no guarantee of action on the part of the provincial 
government once the consultation process is completed. Some of 
the cosmetic pesticide products commonly used for many years 
to stop weed growth are extremely hazardous and would never be 
approved if they were to be developed as new products today. I will 
have more comments on the discussion document in our February 
newsletter which will be available at our  February 9 meeting prior to 
the deadline for comments.

In addition to participating in this provincial discussion, we will also 
be working with other local groups to encourage both Coquitlam and 
Port Coquitlam to ban the use of cosmetic pesticides (i.e., ones used 
simply to improve the appearance of lawns and landscaping). If you 
decided to submit written comments to the provincial website, please 
consider sharing your comments with your local Mayor and Council if 
you happen to live in a municipality without a cosmetic pesticide ban.

Thanks to the outstanding work of then-Councillor Cynthia van 
Ginkel, Port Moody has had a cosmetic pesticide ban in place for 
several years. I have yet to notice any discernable weedy differences 
in the landscaped yards of Port Moody compared to those of 
neighboring municipalities.

BMN Submissions to 
Provincial Green Energy  
Task Forces by Elaine Golds

Exactly how (and if) new electricity resources should be developed 
in BC has been extremely controversial for several years. For 
example, BMN took a lead role in a long battle to stop a proposed 
run-of-river project in the Upper Pitt Valley. This project would have 
damaged sensitive salmon streams and broken Pinecone Burke Park 
into two pieces to allow space for a transmission line to Squamish. 
Clearly, the provincial government should have consulted with the 
public and developed intelligent policies on electricity development a 
long time ago.

Thus, when the Premier announced four Green Energy Task 
Forces in November, we were, initially, cautiously pleased the public 
would finally have a chance to provide input. However, once we 
learned the details, we were dismayed by the arrogant manner in 
which these Task Forces were established. First, the four Task Forces 
were mostly loaded with people who work for the private power 
industry…talk about putting the fox in charge of the hen house!  
Will Koop has prepared a number of revealing backgrounders on 
Task Force members  (see www.saveourrivers.ca). There are only 
three people from the environmental community nominated to the 
Task Forces – Matt Horne from the Pembina Institute, Tzeporah 
Berman from Powerup (now widely seen now as an enviro-sellout 
like Patrick Moore) and the Executive Director from the David Suzuki 
Foundation (who apparently is a shareholder in a wind energy 
project)!   Secondly, the time frame for public consultation was 
woefully inadequate – submissions were due December 31 right in 
the middle of the holiday period. In addition, the government failed to 
release any draft policy papers which could guide public discussion. 
No public meetings were ever held and submissions could be made 
in confidence!  All this makes of mockery of what a good public 
consultation process should be. Most people in the environment 
community felt the process was little more than a hoax and was 
merely a fraudulent attempt to make it look like there had been public 
consultation on what is perceived by many people as a massive 
giveaway of provincial resources to the private power industry and 
the delivery of a death blow to BC Hydro, a crown corporation.

Despite feeling the Task Forces had probably already written their 
recommendations and would not be truly listening to the public, 
we felt it was important, at the very least, to submit some key 
comments. Four groups with history in energy issues, Watershed 
Watch Salmon Society, West Coast Environmental Law, David Suzuki 
Foundation and Pembina Institute put out a five page policy paper, 
“Recommendations for Responsible Clean Electricity Development 
in British Columbia”, in late November and asked a number of 
environmental groups to sign on to it. This document is posted on 
a number of their websites, see, for example, www.wcel.org. Some 
groups felt this report was not sufficiently strong; for example, the 
Wilderness Committee did not sign on. We did not sign on although, 
given that the Outdoor Recreation Council (ORC) signed on and BC 
Nature (of which we are a member) is a member of ORC,  we did sign 
on albeit indirectly. In general, I felt a number of the points made in 
the “Recommendations…” were excellent.

Although I wasn’t sure I could find time to do it, I did make a five 
page submission to the four Task Forces on December 31. I said 
BMN generally endorsed the points made in the “Recommendations”  

report from other environmental groups and added a few of 
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A Great Grey Owl, photographed here by Larry Cowan, has been 
spending time in and around Colony Farm. It was seen by a number 
of people on the roadway leading into the farm from Pitt River Road 
in mid-December. 



our own about keeping BC Hydro independent, financially secure 
and competitive with the private power industry, strengthening the 
regulatory role of BCUC, improving the Environmental Assessment 
process and ensuring that power projects are developed without 
serious impacts to the environment, etc.. If anyone wants a copy, let 
me know and I will email it to you.

Needless to say, I don’t have great expectations of what these Task 
Forces will recommend. We expect their reports to the Premier will 
be kept confidential. We expect the government will report out on the 
Task Force recommendations sometime this spring. Expect to see 
policies recommended which will be highly favorable to the private 
power industry along with policies that will financially cripple BC 
Hydro and possibly eliminate a regulatory role for BCUC. None of this 
will be good news…and none of it will deliver unto BC citizens a sane 
green energy policy. We must remain ever vigilant.

Nature Feeder Watch  
by Rozanne Thomson

I received only two reports this month.

Hilary Maguire sends this report of a new yard bird: “I had a very 
big surprise on Christmas Eve day, when out of the corner of my 
eye I saw something small fly past my window and land in a bush 
at the edge of the patio. Expecting to see a kinglet, I was amazed 
find myself looking at the brilliant emerald green back of an Anna’s 
Hummingbird perfectly lit by the sun! This is a first for me as a yard 
bird, and as a neighbourhood (Pleasantside area of Port Moody) 
bird. I saw my first Tri-Cities Anna’s Hummingbird at Colony Farm 
one day in the summer.

The bird was most obliging. It stayed perched for about a minute 
and a half, enabling me to get some photos. As I moved to another 
window for another angle, it lifted off and flew back in the direction 
it had come. I’ve borrowed a feeder, and have had it out since then, 
but so far have not spotted the bird again.” 

And Victoria Otton writes: “On the morning of New Year’s Day, 
a house finch perched himself on top of the big rhodo bush in our 
garden and burst into song. A lovely way to start the year!  This 
was the first time I’ve heard one singing this spring, and compared 
to previous years, it is very early. In 2005 and 2006, I first heard 

one on Feb 9th, in 2007 it was on Feb 13th, and in 2002, it was on 
Feb 25th. Other years, I haven’t noted the first HOFI song for some 
reason. I wonder if this is harbinger of a mild spring ahead.”

Send your significant thoughts and sightings to me at Rozanne_
Thomson@shaw.ca, phone or fax me at 604-421-5292/5294 or see 
me at the meetings.

BMN Archives -  
Excerpts from Previous 
January Newsletters    
b y Anne Holt

Jan.1990 [20 years ago]  
“Editorial” by Christine Hanrahan

Happy New Year!  BMN celebrates their first anniversary this 
month. One year ago we started out, a small group unsure of 

what the future would hold for us, but 
determined to try our best to build a 
local natural history/conservation group. 
I think the club has come a long way 
since those early days. . . . We’ve been 
involved in the preservation of Burke and 
Eagle mountains and the hunting issue 
at DeBoville Slough. We questioned Coq. 
Council on the wisdom of cutting trees in 
Glen Park to make a parking lot. We have 
been profiled in the local papers. We were 
asked to participate in the official opening 
of the Hoy Creek Trail. And in 1990 we 
intend to become even more active - with 
your help.

Jan.1993  [17 years ago]    
“Treating the Earth as Home’  by Kevin 
McNamee  [reprinted from Nature Alert, Oct. 1992]

...Ecologist Stan Rowe wrote; “What 
makes ecosystems - chunks of Earth 
space - so important?  Their creativity. 

The property of ‘aliveness’ is in them, not in organisms. We know 
that trying to save endangered species is largely a waste of time and 
money; the only worthwhile effort is directed to preserving Earth’s 
endangered spaces that made the species, just as marshes made 
ducks, bamboo forestlands made pandas, and African savannas 
made - man.’

Jan. 1996  [14 years ago]     
“President’s Message” by Elaine Golds

...Soon after I and my family moved here from Montreal, I came 
to my first BMN meeting to hear Mark Wareing of the Wilderness 
Committee talk about logging in the GVRD Watersheds. I had 
attended only because I wanted to know why our drinking water 
had recently turned brown, but I met such nice people at that BMN 
meeting that I came back and it didn’t take too long before I decided 
to sign my name to a volunteer sheet. After participating in a few 
field trips, I realized that members of Burke Mountain Naturalists 
were some of the nicest people I had come across since moving to 
BC. Maybe that’s the real secret of our success - that we can be an 

enjoyable group of people with whom to do outdoorsy and 
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worthwhile things!   
Lets work to keep it that way. Happy New Year everyone!

Jan.1998 [12 years ago]  
“Striking a Balance”   by Derek Wilson

...A little while ago, I met an elderly woman who grew up in 
Burnaby in the early decades of this century. She reminisced about 
how she used to play games in the street with her sisters - on 
Kingsway - when Burnaby had a population of 3,500!

Following the Second World War, rapid population growth, 
burgeoning middle class prosperity, greater car ownership and the 
demand for affordable housing led to a proliferation of suburban 
residential sprawl up the Fraser Valley. ........

According to the GVRD’s Livable Region Strategic Plan, the 
population of Coquitlam will increase from its 1997 level of 110,000 
to slightly over 200,000 by 2021. Port Moody will experience 
comparable growth, too.

For the entire region, by 2020, an additional 450,000 cars could 
be traveling on our highways and roads unless action is taken to 
provide alternatives. These additional commuters could require 38 
more roadway lanes to access the central city. ......

In response to these challenges, BC Transit’s Ten-Year 
Development Plan proposed a light rail transit line from central 
Vancouver to the new Coquitlam Town Centre. ........

Jan.2006    [4 years ago]      
“Nature - Feeder Watch”  by Rozanne Thomson

On Friday Dec. 9th I had a lovely outing at Shoreline Park. I got 
there at noon, just as the very high tide was about to turn. It was 
a sunny day, and there was a wonderful abundance of bird life on 
the east arm of the water. I counted hundreds, certainly over a 
thousand, Green-winged Teals, all feeding on the food brought in 
on the tide and on the rich salt marshes of the Inlet. Along with 
the teal there were a few Widgeon, Pintails, a Belted Kingfisher or 
two, Bufflehead, Grebes, Gadwalls, Northwestern Crows, Glaucous-
winged Gulls and possibly more species I didn’t see. Truly a 
magnificent display from arriving accidentally at the time I did. 

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is a 
member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists)  
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are: 
•  to promote the enjoyment of nature 
•  to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,  our environment 
•  to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas, 	
   particularly local areas 
•  to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the  
   natural world

President: Ian McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net 

VP: Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax)egolds@sfu.ca
Past President: Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca
Treasurer & Membership:  
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864) caroleedwards@shaw.ca
Recording Secretary:  
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511) barb23@gmail.com
Members-at-Large: 
Anne Holt (604.936.4108), Mark Johnston (604.552.0727) 
Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292), Candice Archer (604.945.6853)
BC Nature Directors: 
Jude Grass (604.219.2043), Mike Griffin (alt.)
Newsletter Editor: 
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805) BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com
Newsletter Design: 
Brigitte Breuer, brigitteb@telus.net
Education/Conservation Committee: 
Chair: Elaine Golds, Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton 
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin, Ian McArthur, Niall Williams,  
Carole Edwards 
Nature and Feeder Watch: Rozanne Thomson 
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294
Young Naturalists Club: 
Noriko Nakaya (604.675.9031) bmnync@gmail.com 

BMN Publications: Monthly Newsletter, except July  
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough 
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor 

Bird Brochures: Colony Farm, Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area 
DeBoville Slough, Como Lake

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough

Trail Maps: Burke Mountain Map & Widgeon Valley 

Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System, by Christine 
Hanrahan et al, 1994, 121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library

Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992, 
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”, 
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages 
available on our website www.bmn.bc.ca

This newsletter is printed on Genesis paper, 100% post consumer,  
deinked and 100% Eco Certified.

Membership Form
Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

	 ❑ Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

	 ❑ Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year)  
	      (Please include all first names and indicate which are children.) 

	 ❑ Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive eleven monthly newsletters  
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also 
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a 
registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

The DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is January 30, 2010.


