
Nest Box Cleaning Spring 2010
Report and ‘Thank You’ to 
Volunteers By Victoria Otton

Over four consecutive Saturdays this spring, BMN volunteers cleaned 
and repaired about 250 bird nest boxes, and recorded whether or not 
they had been occupied over last year’s breeding season. Our standard of 
what constitutes ‘occupancy’ has changed over the years, and we have 
now extended the definition 
to include use of the boxes 
by unintended species 
(usually Douglas squirrels 
or mice, but occasionally 
flying squirrels). 

The results at our four 
sites are tabulated below, 
along with the results 
noted in previous years. 
As the figures indicate, the 
season’s occupancy rate 
was almost identical to the 
previous year at Minnekhada 
Park, along Oliver Road and 
in the Widgeon Reserve 
Park, and slightly higher this 
year at Colony Farm. 

We altered our usual 
sequence of work-party 
outings this year: we usually 
save the best for last, and do the boxes in the Widgeon on the first or 
second weekend of March. Concern that the very mild winter this year 
might mean the swallows beat us to the boxes made us shift our routine, 
and we did these boxes in mid-February. (Newsflash: BMN responds to 
climate change!). Swallows greeted our work party once in early March at 
the Widgeon boxes -- in 2005, which is the warmest year on record.

At the nest box cleaning at Colony Farm (Feb 13th), BMN volunteers 
Don Gillespie, Elaine Golds, Ian McArthur, Victoria Otton and Deane 
Perkins were joined by 12 cheery and energetic members of Port 
Moody Secondary School’s “Mission Green Club”. Jesse Pryor of the 
Friends of DeBoville Slough also joined us this day, and he proved to be 
a great (young and strong) help on all of the subsequent work parties. 
The rain held off just long enough for about 3 hours of cleaning. The 
swallow boxes around the Ducks Unlimited Wetlands were again highly 
successful – 72% of them had been occupied by swallows. The rest of 
the Colony Farm boxes located elsewhere in the park are a mixture of 
swallow, screech owl, and chickadee nest boxes and these were slightly 
less successful, so that the overall average success rate was 67%. This is 
a significant jump from last year’s 47% success rate.

We had glorious weather the following weekend (Feb 20th) for going 
into the Widgeon – bright and sunny with breathtaking views of fresh 
snow on Golden Ears and the mountains up the Widgeon Valley. This 
was the day that we spotted several mourning cloak butterflies, newly 
emerged from their winter hibernation, and also got good look at a garter 
snake that was basking at the edge of the large pond. “Niall identified this 
as a western aquatic garter snake, but even the more common western 
terrestrial garters are surprisingly aquatic, and can have a diet mainly 	
	 of fish and aquatic 

invertebrates. “The 
lucky volunteers 
this day were 
Candice Archer, 
Carole Edwards, 
Don Gillespie, 
Elaine Golds, 
Lyle Litzenberger, 
Ian McArthur, 
Noriko Nakaya, 
Victoria Otton, 
Deane Perkins, 
Jesse Pryor, 
Linda Saunders, 
Kiyoshi Takahashi, 
Rosemary Taylor 
and Niall Williams.

The next 
weekend (Feb 
27th), a handful 
of volunteers met 

at the barns of Minnekhada to clean the boxes around the racetrack 
and along Oliver Road. Heavy rain had fallen the previous night, and the 
earth was sodden, but we had a 3 hr window of no rain to get this task 
done. A hiccup here was that for the first time in BMN history, a nest 
box work crew arrived at a site without a ladder. The miscommunication 
was quickly repaired when Ian dashed out from (what would have 
been) a leisurely breakfast with his in-laws to deliver an extension 
ladder. Volunteers this day were 
Don Gillespie, Victoria Otton, 
Jesse Pryor, Linda Saunders and 
Niall Williams. 

Our final day of nest box 
cleaning was a fine morning 
spent at Minnekhada Park. The 
BMN Young Naturalists joined 
us for this morning in the hope 
of seeing a flying squirrel. Our 
screech owl boxes at Minnekhada 
are often taken over by these 
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Nest box brigade taking care crossing over a very slippery bridge at Minnekhada. photo by B. Brandhorst



fascinating little squirrels, and this year, we found them 
also in a considerably smaller swallow box. We don’t 
deliberately disturb a nest of squirrels, but in the case 
of the swallow box, disturbance was unavoidable as we 
had no idea that they were in there (and ready to explode 
out of the box when someone approached). Nine of 
the Minnekhada boxes had been taken over by native 
squirrels (flying or Douglas). The YNC members were 
also mesmerized by two garter snakes enjoying the sun’s 
warmth. Volunteers this morning were Bruce Brandhorst, 
Carole Edwards, Don Gillespie, Elaine Golds, Jennifer 
Krauss, Mark Johnston, Ian McArthur, Noriko Nakaya, 
Victoria Otton, Deane Perkins, Jesse Pryor and Niall 
Williams.

Generally, the season looked like it was another good 
year for the swallow boxes along Oliver Road and in the 
Widgeon with close to 75-80% use. Again this year, we 
observed that there were wasps in many of the Colony Farm boxes (13% 
of boxes had wasps in them), something that hadn’t been seen in years 
prior to 2009. 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who cheerfully carried and climbed 
ladders, carried buckets of tools and made such careful records of the 
contents of each box. 

BMN’s Bird 
Nest Boxes 
A year by year account of their use

Colony Farm

Year of 	 % of boxes 	 # of boxes  
Cleaning	 “used”	 examined

2010	 67%	 48
2009	 42%	 52
2008	 55%	 51
2007	 43%	 53
2006	 24%	 34
2005	 79%	 34
2004	 62%	 34

Widgeon
Year of 	 % of boxes 	 # of boxes  
Cleaning	 “used”	 examined

2010	 74%	 115
2009	 76%	 102
2008	 58%	 113
2007	 63%	 116
2006	 61%	 129
2005	 58%	 155
2004	 47%	 149

BMN Upcoming Hike:
Sunday, May 16  Cypress Creek 

A few years ago we hiked the Trans Canada Trail from Horseshoe 
Bay to Cypress Creek. On this moderate hike we will pick up 
where we left off and follow the TCT as it heads north up the 
west side of Cypress Creek toward Cypress Bowl and then south 
down the east side of the creek. We will begin and end our hike 
in beautiful Cypress Falls Park. The hike will feature old-growth 
Douglas-fir trees, picturesque waterfalls, and a number of varied 
views. Roundtrip distance is approximately 15 km (9.3 mi) with 
an elevation gain of 630 m (2070 ft). Carpool from the Toys 
’R’ Us Park & Ride at 8:00 am. Return 5:00 pm. (Note: Due to 
construction, King Edward Street is closed between the Lougheed 
Highway and Woolridge Street, so access the Park & Ride via 
Schoolhouse or Woolridge streets.)   
    		  For more info contact Ian (604-939-4039).  
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Oliver Road		
Year of 	 % of boxes 	 # of boxes  
Cleaning	 “used”	 examined

2010	 80%	 45
2009	 79%	 39
2008	 52%	 31
2007	 54%	 48
2006	 --	 --
2005	 60%	 20
2004	 -	 -

		
Minnekhada
Year of 	 % of boxes 	 # of boxes  
Cleaning	 “used”	 examined

2010	 48%	 33
2009	 54%	 39
2008	 47%	 49
2007	 52%	 46
2006	 39%	 44
2005	 43%	 68
2004	 44%	 54

Aquatic garter snake at Widgeon. photo by N. Williams

An abandoned swallow nest. photo by N. Williams

A spectacular day for nest box cleaning at Widgeon.  photo by N. Williams
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Announcements:
Wednesday, April 14 at 7 pm: Colony Farm Park Association 

Board meets to discuss they would like to see in the proposed 
Sustainability Plan for Colony Farm at Metro Vancouver Parks 
Central Area Avalon office.

Thursday, April 15 from 6-8 pm: Public Open House to solicit input 
on the new plan for Surrey Bend Regional Reserve. The original plan, 
which had an excessive number of trails for such an environmentally 
sensitive area, has now been altered and the number of trails has been 
reduced somewhat. However, your input is still needed to ensure a 
management plan which will respect conservation values. At the Pacific 
Academy, 10238-168th Street in Surrey. The Pacific Academy is at 
10238 168th Street in Surrey which is just south of 104th Avenue and 
just north of the freeway. When heading west on Highway 1 take the 
104th Avenue exit, cross the freeway to pick up 104th Avenue on the 
north side and head east to 168th. We will try to organize a carpool of 
BMNers – if you wish to attend, please contact Elaine. The plan will also 
be available on Metro Vancouver Park’s website.

Saturday, April 17: Raptor counts at Colony Farm and elsewhere in 
the lower mainland. Please contact Mike Griffin (604-942-5326) if you 
wish to participate.

Sunday, April 18 at 1 pm: Riverview Tree Walk. Spring is here and 
it is time to enjoy the magnolias! Join members of the Riverview 
Horticultural Centre Society for one of their delightful tours of the trees 
at Riverview. Spring is a terrific time to visit Riverview; this spring 
the future of the hospital is even more uncertain and needful of your 
support. See www.rhcs.org. All walks start from the uphill side of the 
Henry Esson Young (HEY) Building. Follow Holly Drive (the main road) 
through the Riverview Hospital Grounds and turn uphill at Oak Crescent 
then right on to Kalmia Drive. Banners and signs will be in place to lead 
you through the site.

Tuesday, April 20 at 7 pm: The City of Port Coquitlam announces 
and celebrates the winners of their annual volunteer awards. BMN 
nominated Dianne Ramage this year in the Environmental  
Stewardship category. 

Tuesday, April 20 at 7:15 pm: BMN Education-Conservation 
Committee at Elaine’s.

Wednesday, April 21 from 8:30 am-4 pm: Public consultation 
for “modernization” of BC’s Water Act. The provincial government is 
preparing to update their Water Act so staff are touring the province to 
solicit input. A meeting will be held somewhere in Vancouver on this date. 
Check with Elaine if you wish to attend. This meeting should be of interest 
to streamkeepers, environmentalists, naturalists and many others.

Thursday, April 22: Earth Day. Actually, every day should be Earth 
Day to celebrate and acknowledge this beautiful planet which sustains 
us. There will likely be a number of events around Earth Day in which 
you can participate to show how much you care for this good earth.

Saturday, April 24th from 9am to Noon: The Friends of DeBoville 
Slough will be conducting their first invasive plant removal work party 
of 2010. Come out for a morning of exercise and enjoyable company. 
Meet at the kiosk on the north side of the slough. Wear sturdy footwear 
and dress for the weather. We will also be celebrating the new DeBoville 
Slough Wetland sign erected by the City of Coquitlam. You may have to 
bring your own lunch this year – check www.fodbs.org or call Dave at 
604-941-2498 for details. 

Saturday, April 24 at 7 pm: Metro Vancouver is sponsoring a 
weekend workshop on carnivore tracking. Naturalist volunteers and 
those interested in wildlife are invited to join this group, free of charge, 
for an evening presentation in the HEY Building on the Riverview 
Hospital grounds. Given the increasing number of local sightings of 
bobcats, I am keen to find out what evidence we could observe of their 
presence on trails in the Tri-Cities area. See April 18 for directions 

(please note, I remain uncertain as to whether the uphill or downhill 
entrance to the HEY building will be used). Pre-registration is required 
because of limited seating. Please contact Roger Bean, Operations 
Supervisor at Metro Vancouver Parks East Area office 604-530-4983 
for information or phone 604-432-6359 to register. Please be aware 
that spaces may already be filled.

Saturday, April 24 at 8:45 am: Join Larry Cowan and Nature 
Vancouver members for a half-day birding tour of DeBoville Slough 
and Minnekhada Park. Vehicles will be positioned at the Quarry Road 
parking lot for the return trip. Meet Larry at the intersection of Victoria 
and Cedar Drives in NE Coquitlam. Contact Larry at 604-465-1402

Sunday, April 25 from 11am-3pm: The Wildlife Rescue Association 
of BC will hold a public event at the Burnaby Pavilion on Burnaby Lake. 
Last year, BMN attended with display. This year, the Colony Farm Park 
Association, Noons Creek Hatchery and others will be there. Free and 
open to the public. This could provide an opportunity to meet with 
community volunteers and then hit the trails around the Lake to enjoy 
the swallows and other birds preparing to nest.

Sunday, April 25 at 1 pm: Join Don Gillespie for a “backyard” walk 
into the delightful natural areas of the Riverview Hospital Grounds 
concluding with a grand tour of fantastic Finnie’s Garden. See April 18 
for directions on where to meet.

Tuesday, April 27 at 7:15 pm: BMN Executive meeting at Victoria’s.
Saturday, May 1 from 11am-3pm: Our local really big environmental 

event, the annual Fingerling Festival at Noons Creek in Port Moody. 
Please join members of the Port Moody Ecological Society for another 
fish release into Noons Creek, many interesting community displays in 
the skating arena including free performances of the popular children’s 
entertainers, Bobs and Lolo at 11:30 am, 12:30 and 2 pm. Raffle of a 
Robert Bateman print and other items. Activities for children. BMN will 
be there!  We hope you will be, too.

Monday, May 3 in the evening: Public Open House to provide 
your input on proposed fish channel construction in the Wilson Farm 
at Colony Farm Regional Park. This will be your one opportunity 
to provide your views.   Please attend and be sure to fill out a form 
regarding the need to protect bird habitat at Colony Farm (tabulation 
of the forms is how public input is summarized so don’t forget to fill 
out a form). See Letter of the Month for details. The meeting will be 
held at Leigh Square next to Port Coquitlam City Hall. As of newsletter 
deadline, we do not have exact times or know how the event will for 
formatted. Please watch our website or local papers for updates.

Saturday, May 8 from 1-4 pm: Celebrate International Bird Day at 
Colony Farm Regional Park with members of the Park Association. Free 
birding walks with Jude and Al Grass at 3 pm. Displays and children’s 
activities. Children can plant a pot as a gift for Mothers Day with Norma 
Gillespie. Watch the BMN website for updates.

Saturday, May 8: Stoney Creek Salmon Sendoff in Burnaby, probably 
from 10am-2pm. Unfortunately, BMN will be too short on volunteers to 
attend this event with our display this year. At Stoney Creek Elementary 
School in Burnaby close to the Coquitlam border and near the 
Lougheed Mall.

Sunday, May 9 at 1 pm: The annual Mothers Day Tree Tour at 
Riverview. See April 18 for details on where to meet, etc.

Tuesday, May 11 at 7:30 pm: BMN Monthly meeting. Guest speaker 
will be photographer Ron Long on the Natural History of Texas. Ron 
has presented to BMN previously and his presentations are always very 
well received. This will be out last indoor meeting until September.

Saturday, May 15: BMN boat tour of Indian Arm – see special 
announcement elsewhere in newsletter.

Note: Public consultation on the Sustainability Plan for Colony 
Farm has been postponed pending a re-write of the plan. A new plan 

could be ready for public review as early as this fall.
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Urgent Action Item:   
Please Help Protect Bird 
Habitat at Colony Farm - 
Attend Open House on May 3 
By Elaine Golds

At long last, we have a date for the critical public meeting regarding 
the proposed construction of fish channels in the north field of the 
Wilson farm (i.e., on the Port Coquitlam side of the river) at Colony Farm 
Regional Park. While we still don’t know the time and format of this 
meeting, it will take place on Monday evening, May 3 at Leigh Square 
next to Port Coquitlam City Hall. Watch our website for details. While we 
strongly urge people to attend this meeting, those who cannot be present 
can submit comments in writing to Frieda Schade, Regional Manger, 
Metro Vancouver Parks, 9146A Avalon Drive, Burnaby, BC V5H 4G8.

Plans to construct these fish channels in protected old field habitat 
have been progressing behind the scene for almost two years. Last April, 
we were finally successful in having a short meeting with the proponents 
to discuss our concerns. Subsequent to that, we were invited (through 
the Colony Farm Park Association) to attend planning meetings to learn 
more about the project. While our input at these meetings has resulted 
in improvements to the plans (the channels to be dug are now mostly 
around the perimeter of the field), we remain concerned about the project 
and feel it is in an inappropriate area. We recently 
learned this project will cost at 
least $2.2 million and will create 
fish channels of very dubious value 
to salmon. We believe a better 
designed project should be carried 
out in a more appropriate area.  
Here are our reasons:

1. The 1995 Land Use Plan 
for Colony Farm (developed by 
a Steering Committee on which I 
represented BMN) specified the use 
of this field for wildlife habitat – this 
did not include fish. It has been 
recognized for many years that old 
field habitat (i.e., meadows with tall 
grasses) is a rare form of habitat in 
the lower mainland that supports a 
wide variety of birds including raptors 
and others species including some at 
risk. The designation of Colony Farm as a park was intended to protect 
this habitat feature. The Land Use Plan remains as a legally binding 
document. The north field at Colony Farm is now the largest field of 
protected old field habitat in the lower mainland. Old field habitat should 
not be disturbed or deleted at Colony Farm.

2. Bird banding studies recently conducted by the Vancouver Avian 
Research Centre have verified the extremely high value of this field as 
critical bird habitat. Last summer they recorded species in this field that 
have rarely been seen in the lower mainland (e.g., brown thrasher). Their 
studies showed this field is critical not only during the breeding season 
but also during the post-breeding period when birds use this field as 
a staging area to prepare for strenuous migrations. For example, the 
studies showed this field is used by Swainson’s thrushes as a molting 
site as they grow new feathers in preparation for migration to Central 
and South America. We believe the value of the old field habitat at Colony 
Farm is such that no net loss and no disturbance during critical seasons 
should be tolerated. While construction work will not be carried out 
during the nesting season, the work must be done when soil is dry and 
rainfall limited. This puts the construction period smack in the middle of 
the post-breeding migration season – which is absolutely the wrong time 
for bulldozers to be churning up soil and brush in these fields. 

3. The fish habitat to be created is likely to be of very dubious value 
to salmon. Several years ago we supported a proposal to create fish 
channels in the sheep paddock area, a low-lying and wet area at Colony 
Farm on the Coquitlam side of the river which did not have good old-field 
habitat. Many BMN members will remember the ugly muck hole this 
area became during the construction period. One of the reasons this 
area was thought to be a good prospect for fish habitat was the excellent 
fresh water inflow from a creek on the Riverview Hospital grounds – the 
Coquitlam River is often very turbid and it was thought this fresh water 
inflow via Mundy Slough would help to create better fish habitat in the 
channel which is designed to fill on each incoming tide. This work was 
carried out in two phases starting in 2004. The fish channels created 
are much shorter than what is proposed for the Wilson farm project. 
Despite this project having now had ample time to recover from the 
initial construction work, revegetation has been poor and the absence 
of data showing use of the channel by salmon is striking. Apparently 
some fish sampling work has been carried since construction which 
shows use of the channel by nonsalmonid fish but little or no use by 
salmon, in particular, the coho and chinook for which the project was 
designed. Especially worrisome is the fact that no followup reports on 
fish use have ever been submitted and the only information available 
is by “word of mouth”. It is almost as if the data collected have been 
suppressed because they show the wrong result, i.e., insignificant use 
by salmon. Given the apparent failure of this salmon channel work in an 
area we felt was much better suited 

for it, we believe the new 
salmon channels proposed 
for the Wilson farm are likely 
to be failures. Certainly, the 
(minimum) $2.2 million cost 
of these channels cannot be 
justified. We are shocked 
that new work is being 
proposed in the absence of 
data to show the success 
of earlier similar salmon 
channel construction at 
Colony Farm. 

4. Followup 
consequences of the 
proposed project remain 
unclear. Once fish 
channels are created, 

Streamside Protection Regulations 
in Port Coquitlam may require the establishment of 15 meters of riparian 
vegetation along all the channels. While this would add potential habitat 
from some bird species, it, along with widening and deepening of the 
channels and creation of piles of soil, will reduce the amount of old 
field habitat. Riparian vegetation could also limit views into the fields. 
Although we have been assured that only shrubs will be planted in most 
places, even shrubs grow high enough to block views. Colony Farm is 
also a park for people to come and enjoy viewing wildlife. It is not clear 
what maintenance will be required to keep these channels open. The 
bottom of these channels will be muddy (with limited value for salmon) 
and the water flowing in from the Coquitlam River through a tidal 
gate will be silty much of the time. Dredging the channels with heavy 
machinery on a regular basis may be required – this would cause further 
disruptions to birds and could required ongoing funding from Metro 
Vancouver Parks’ budget. I have also learned that Metro Vancouver Park 
staff now plan to build a road (i.e., a trail big enough for machinery) 
between two channels to be created in the northeastern corner of this 
field. This road plus the two channels would delete a significant portion 
of old field habitat. This road does not appear on plans but it is proposed.

In summary, this project includes construction of a tidal gate to allow 
water to enter from the Coquitlam River into two ponds intended to 

be settling ponds. I don’t understand why fisheries biologists 
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Old field habitat at Colony Farm.  photo by H. Maguire



don’t understand turbid water from the Coquitlam River doesn’t “settle” 
very well.  These ponds will lead to salmon channels to be built mostly 
around the perimeter of the field (in most places where there is now a 
shallow, well-vegetated drainage ditch), two short channels into the old 
field habitat, two new channels in the northeast corner, some ponds 
apparently designed for amphibians (i.e., they will not be connected to 
the fish channels), and a 240 meter swale in the middle of the field very 
close to the banding station. The fish channels will include 1.5 km of new 
fish channels and 3 km of deepened and widened existing ditches plus 
the 240 meter swale. I estimate the loss of old field habitat to approach 
18 hectares not including loss due to future construction of access roads.

At a cost of $2 million, I think there are better projects likely to be 
of much greater value to salmon and with far fewer impacts on birds, 
especially those at risk. Have stewardship groups ever been consulted on 
projects they would like to see done?  The impacts to fish habitat that this 
project is supposed to compensate for are not even within the Coquitlam 
River watershed but are related to fish habitat losses elsewhere due to 
Port Mann bridge construction. Finally, I think inviting heavy construction 
equipment into a Regional Park to create all these fish channels will likely 
to be seen as affront to park visitors who come to enjoy nature not the 
sight and sounds of bulldozers at work.   If these plans are not acceptable 
to you, please come out to the meeting on May 3 and be sure to fill out a 
comment form when you are there.

As uncomfortable as it was for me, I appeared at a Metro Vancouver 
Parks Committee meeting on March 31 to speak against the proposal 
while Port Mann bridge people and Parks staff spoke in favour of the 
project. Parks Committee members seemed to feel the controversy 
was simply a battle between birders and streamkeepers. Please help us 
demonstrate we want a good solution for both salmon and birds – and 
this project isn’t it.

Education-Conservation 
Report By Elaine Golds

Great Blue Heron Walks a Huge Success
With much thanks to all the volunteers who helped, the great blue 

heron walks at Colony Farm, jointed sponsored by BMN and the Colony 
Farm Park Association, were extremely successful. We had 140 members 
of the public participating and quite good weather for both events on 
March 14 and 27. Even with 3 leaders (and each leader with one or two 
assistants), we still felt rather stretched to ensure that all participants had 
a quality experience and saw lots of herons. Much thanks to our leaders – 
Dave Schutz, Liz Thunstrom, Jude Grass, Mike Griffin plus helpers Doug 
Charles, Dave Richardson, Don and Norma Gillespie, Carole Edwards, 
Marjorie Griffin and Mike Todd. The Colony Farm heron watchers were 
terrific in providing updates so we knew the herons were congregating 
at the Colony Farm wetland on March 14 but had moved to their nesting 
site and log booms on the Fraser by the 27th. Larry Cowan was unable 
to lead due to other engagements but he prepared a terrific checklist for 
us that featured colour photographs from Kiyoshi and Hilary. If I recall 
correctly, maximum count was 87 herons on the log booms.

We did panic a little when it appeared that the herons might not be 
moving on to their nest site in a timely manner. We were worried that pile 
driving for Port Mann bridge construction might be keeping the herons 
away from the nest site. Although we were informed such pile driving 
had stopped by February 28, our members clearly heard pile driving as 
late as March 11 and 12. On March 25, we had an on-site meeting with 
the environmental monitors and other staff for bridge construction by 
which time the herons were moving to their nest site at the mouth of the 
River. We learned there is a prohibition on pile driving from April 1 – June 
15 because of spawning eulachon in the Fraser River so we hope that 
will be sufficient to avoid disturbing the herons as well. (The herons will 
still be on their nests feeding young until at least the end of June.)  Pile 
driving will apparently now move to the south side of the Fraser so 

the greater distance from the nest site should help. I have spoken with 
Alison Evely at Metro Vancouver Parks who does such a terrific job of 
compiling all the data from the heron-watchers. She will now compile 
data from March in weekly increments (rather than by month) which will 
give us a better record of where the herons are congregating and when 
they begin to move over to their nesting site in March. We did learn this 
heron colony now supports approximately 130 nests so this heronry 
continues to be one of the largest, most stable and successful of all 
the heronries in the lower mainland. The success of this heronry is due 
in large part, we believe, to the old field habitat at Colony Farm which 
provides excellent foraging over the winter months; this is critical to the 
survival of juveniles. Great blue herons were recently added to the federal 
list of species at risk which is all the more reason to work to protect their 
habitat and help others better appreciate these magnificent birds. 

EDRF Turns Twenty - BMN Invited to the Celebration
The Environmental Dispute Resolution Fund (EDRF) is an initiative of 

West Coast Environmental Law designed to help those who are trying to 
use the laws of the land to better protect the environment. Last Saturday, 
April 10th, West Coast Environmental Law celebrated the 20th anniversary 
of BC’s most successful and versatile environmental legal aid program, 
the EDRF. With generous support from The Law Foundation of BC, EDRF 
has granted over $4 million to individuals, community groups and First 
Nations across the province so they can hire lawyers and experts to 
protect BC’s environment. BMN received EDRF funding for our battle to 
stop the private power project in the Upper Pitt Valley which would have 
devastated wild salmon habitat and sliced Pinecone Burke Park into two 
pieces. We were invited to speak at this celebration. While this meant I 
had to miss Mike’s walk at DeBoville Slough, it was a great celebration to 
attend in the company of Mark Haddock, the outstanding environmental 
lawyer whose services we obtained with support from EDRF.

Plans to Protect Partington Creek
The last phase of development on the lower slopes of Burke Mountain 

will see more intensive residential development within the Partington 
Creek watershed. Whenever urban development becomes more dense, 
negative impacts to salmon streams follow. BMN was invited to sit on the 
City of Coquitlam’s Advisory Committee to provide input into the planning 
process to protect Partington Creek. A draft plan has now been produced 
which will go out for public comment some time this spring. We 
encourage BMN members to attend this open house and provide input. 
On behalf of BMN, Niall and I attended the last meeting of the Advisory 
Committee in March. Also participating in this process were David 
Mounteney on behalf of Friends of DeBoville Slough and representatives 
from the Hyde Creek Watershed Society.

This plan has been a long time in the making. The Advisory Committee 
was struck in 2005 but put on hold when City Council decided to toss out 
their Low-Impact Development (LID) Guidelines and replace it with Source 
Control Guidelines in 2009. While there are some good recommendations 
in this plan, it is not at all certain that the City of Coquitlam will follow 
through with these recommendations as development proceeds. In 
addition, a good number of the improvements, in terms of, i.e., riparian 
vegetation, are recommended to take place on private land. Thus, there is 
no certainty that improvements will actually occur.

Partington Creek has long been a “problem” creek which tends to 
flood Cedar Drive road as it flows down the slopes of Burke Mountain 
and turns a challenging corner on its way to the head of DeBoville 
Slough. Its problems are, of course, man-made. Years ago, when the 
floodplain around DeBoville Slough was diked for agriculture, the course 
of Partington Creek was altered. Originally, Partington Creek flowed 
directly into the Pitt River; its mouth is/was located just across from the 
Pitt River Boat Club on the north side of the present mouth of DeBoville 
Slough. Irvine Creek is, in fact, the lower and severed end of Partington. 
Our preference, albeit expensive, would have been to restore this 
connection which would have eliminated any flood problems and created 

outstanding chum salmon habitat. Instead, this plan proposes the 
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acquisition of private land along the south side of Cedar Drive to create 
a wider riparian corridor for the lower reach of Partington Creek where 
chum, salmon spawn. While this would be of great help, it is not certain 
that land will be acquired to allow these improvements.  
Partington Creek remains as one of the healthiest urban 
streams in the lower mainland – mostly because of lack of 
development in its watershed. We must ensure it remains 
healthy as development proceeds.

The mid-level reaches of Partington Creek become 
extremely braided which, fortunately, make development 
not very feasible in this area. Thus, the development is 
mostly proposed on the west side between Freemont Park 
and Gilley’s Trail/Fox Creek. In addition, some single family 
homes are proposed to be built north of Minnekhada 
where Partington Creek has only ephemeral tributaries. 
The area between Gilley’s Trail and Minnekhada Park is 
slated to become a large active park with playing fields. 
Thankfully, the uppermost reaches of Partington Creek and 
its tributary, Fox Creek, remain protected within Pinecone 
Burke Provincial Park.  The watershed management 
plan for Partington Creek has some merits but will face 
great challenges in its implementation. I encourage BMN 
members to attend the Open House, view the details and 
submit comments on the questionnaire.

Metro Vancouver’s Regional Growth  
Strategy in Coquitlam

Actions by the City of Coquitlam to significantly alter what Metro 
Vancouver has proposed for protected “conservation/recreation” areas 
within the City of Coquitlam has been much in the news of late. In March, 
residents of Westwood Plateau turned out in droves to oppose the 
deletion of the Westwood Golf Course from the “conservation/recreation” 
designation. It left me wishing we could so easily get two hundred people 
to show up for a meeting to protect riparian areas along streams (also 
proposed for deletion). Some people at the meeting tried very hard to 
make the point that much more was at stake than simply the designation 
of this golf course. Space limitations for the newsletter will not permit me 
to include more information at this point but I will try to bring information 
to BMN meetings. Apparently, the City of Coquitlam has finally agreed to 
hold a long overdue public meeting regarding their lengthy wish list of 
deletions. Much greater public scrutiny is required. I hope BMN members 
will attend this meeting and provide input. 

Metro Vancouver’s Solid Waste Plan
At long last, Metro Vancouver is preparing to take their draft solid 

waste (i.e., garbage) plan out for public consultation; dates for public 
meetings are expected to be announced on April 9. In brief, Metro 
Vancouver is proposing to increase recycling rates to 70% (something 
already close to accomplishment in some progressive neighborhoods) 
and mostly incinerate the leftovers. One component of their plan calls 
for about a half billion dollars to be spent on building a new incinerator 
(called waste-to-energy) in the lower mainland. I have covered this topic 
at length in previous newsletters. In short, studies show that incinerators 
actually waste energy; the products most desirable for burning (i.e., 
carbon-containing wood, paper, plastics) would be much better re-
utilized through recycling. Incinerators pollute and discharge huge 
amounts of greenhouse gases making them not a sustainable choice for 
a warming planet. Our hydro-electricity in BC is about 95% greenhouse 
gas-free so it is retrogressive to shift to a carbon-dioxide producing 
source to generate electricity. Once built, incinerators require garbage to 
keep them in operation; this tends to put a cap on initiatives to increase 
recycling and reduce garbage production. Public consultation is expected 
to take place in May. Once again, we encourage all BMN members to be 
good citizens and participate in this important public discussion. Watch 
Metro Vancouver’s website and our website for public consultation dates 
in our area.

YNC Special Outing in 
Minnekhada Park By Alan Bradaric (10) 

	 On Saturday March 6th the Young Naturalists Club joined the Burke 
Mountain Naturalists for the annual cleaning of the bird boxes in 
Minnekhada Regional Park. The way the Burke Mountain Naturalists 
would clean out used boxes is by scraping out all of the moss and wood 
chips and then replacing them with new wood shavings.  A lot of the 
bird boxes we found had been used, the ones used by swallows were 
especially cool because they had nests made inside of them. The nests 
had swallow and duck feathers and one of them almost looked as if it had 
been divided into two rooms and another had a cracked egg. 

Larger boxes 
had been put up 
for flying squirrels 
and after seeing 
that a few had been 
used, I was pretty 
confident that we 
would be seeing 
some squirrels, 
and sure enough 
we saw two in the 
same box. One ran 
away quickly but 
the other stood 

there long enough for us to 
see it clearly; it was quite 
small and grey all over. Just 
below that area was a lot 
of tall grass and there were 
at least ten garter snakes 
with red stripes there - they 
let us handle them without 
any signs of fear. The last 
animal we saw that day was 
a Douglas Squirrel that ran 
from us at the speed of light!   
It was a very fun trip.

Happy Young Naturalists and BMN members at the end of a good day of nest box cleaning.  photo by N. Nakaya

A very obliging garter snake. 
photos by N. Williams

Kids giving the clean box the okay. 
photo by B. Brandhorst
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Looking Back:  
Excerpts from previous  
April Newsletters By Anne Holt

April 1990 (20 years ago) 
“ Editorial “ By Christine Hanrahan
...Colony Farm has been out of the news for the last little while. Is this 
an ominous silence? One thing we do know for certain, Colony Farm 
will NOT be left alone. Every time I walk there I see the spectre of race 
tracks, amusement parks, and the not-so benign threat of golf courses. 
What will happen then to the resident harriers, wrens, towhees, song 
sparrows, chickadees, and all the other birds which visit the area during 
the winter and those which return from the south to breed within its 
confines? What about the short-eared owl I saw there recently? The 
barn owl? What about the pair of coyotes frequently seen hunting the 
fields?  Where will they go? Where, indeed, will we, the people who 
walk there so often go? We must keep our eyes and ears open for even 
the merest hint of change!

April 1997 (13 years ago) 
“Ed - Con Report” By Elaine Golds
...However, I did have a productive conversation with Dr. Mary Taitt 
while at another meeting. She described a couple of potential projects 
that might appeal to BMNers for Colony Farm. One project would be 
to trap cowbirds, feed them over the summer and then release them 
at the end of the breeding season. Cowbirds lay their eggs in the nests 
of many species of songbirds. Such parasitism is thought to be a 
major contributing factor to the decline in many songbird populations 
throughout North America. Trapping cowbirds (only females are 
retained) and holding them over the summer is a humane way to give the 
songbirds a better chance to successfully raise their own young.  ...... 

April 2000 (10 years ago) 
“Nature-Feeder Watch “ By Rozanne Thomson
On a recent trip to La Conner to see the daffodils (tulips should be out 
by the time you read this) I was struck by the dearth of birds. Intensive 
agriculture leaves no hedgerows and no wildlife corridors. Almost the 
only birds I saw were Western gulls, some of them scooping up grubs as 
they followed farmers cultivating their fields. 

Viewing wildlife in the Lower Mainland is so easy: we get blase about 
seeing a Bald Eagle here and a Great Blue Heron there, in an afternoon’s 
outing. But these are rarities for many North Americans, and it is with 
this realization that we work to conserve what we have and to keep it for 
future generations.

 April 2002 (8 years ago)  
“ Chilcotin Provincial Park: A Park No More ?“ By Verena Shaw
Last summer my husband and I were privileged to go hiking in the South 
Chilcotin Mtns., about a 4-hour drive north of Vancouver. This area had 
just been declared by the NDP as a Provincial Park. I’d wanted to go 
there for several years because as a volunteer for the Western Canada 
Wilderness Committee I often saw pictures of the Chilcotins and was 
struck by the unique beauty of these dry and gently sloped mountains. 
The Chilcotins are home to grizzly bears and although we never saw one, 
we did see claw marks in the side of our trail where one had dug a hole. 
Once we got to the top of our destination mountain we were surrounded 
by fields of flowers and mountains everywhere. The air was pure and we 
could see forever. We can’t wait to go back but unfortunately last summer 
might have been the only summer this area was protected. The Liberals 
have since dismantled the community land protection process.... In the 
meantime, clear-cut logging has resumed at the gateway to this “park”. 
According to Joe Foy, director of the Wilderness Committee, the options 
that the Liberals are considering are a death warrant for the local grizzlies 
because not enough habitat will be protected.

April 2006 (4 years ago) 
“Deboville Wildlife Habitat Work-party“ By David Mounteney
...Our task was to remove Scotch Broom and plant native plants on the 
Wildlife Habitat Setback that had been cut down by the blueberry farmer, 
halfway out the slough on the north side. Our biggest challenge: get from 
the dyke to the setback. It is only 35 feet, but unfortunately it is 35 feet of 
water. We headed out the north side of the slough, Don’s truck and my 
van loaded with plants, tools and my canoe. Dyke users stepped aside 
with puzzled looks. With a small amount of lopping we were able to make 
an access point for the canoe, loaded Don, tools and a few plants and it 
was off to the other side. This process was repeated until the work crew 
was all on the other side of the water. We made quick work of the Scotch 
Broom, cutting it off at the base and piling it on site. We planted 22 native 
plants including Cascara, Black Hawthorn, Black Twinberry and Pacific 
Crab-apple. These plants will augment the plants that BMN and the City 
of Coquitlam planted a couple of years ago. The site is also regenerating 
on its own.  ...... 

 April 2007 (3 years ago ) 
“Report on Nestbox Cleaning 2007“ By Victoria Otton
...The rain hampered our usual fun-times nest box cleaning this spring, 
and it also had a negative effect on our data collection. In 2004, we had 
introduced a systematic way to track our boxes and their success in 
terms of whether they were used by the intended species (chickadee, 
swallow, wood duck or owl) or by squirrels, mice or rats. Each box was 
numbered, and we recorded factors such as the height of the box off 
the ground, the direction that the entry hole was facing, and the type of 
nearby habitat. A box not used  for 2 years running got moved to a better 
location. This year, we threw our ‘system’ out of the window as our rain-
drenched data sheets disintegrated under our pencils. All we recorded 
was the number of boxes ‘used’  and ‘not used’, and a few notes about 
who appeared to have used the boxes ( or in some cases, were currently 
using) the boxes. In all, we cleaned 285 boxes this spring. Yeah, that’s 
right -- there’s some 65 boxes that we missed, but remember this winter 
was exceptional for the number and severity of its windstorms, which 
brought down limbs and trees, and likely some of our nest boxes. ........ 

May 15 -  
BMN Boat Trip to Indian Arm 
BMN will offer a boat trip up Indian Arm guided by Captain Rod 
MacVicar on the MV Ocean Watch. The trip will likely include a 
stop at UBC’s sea lion research centre, the Reed Point Marine 
Education Centre, Twin Islands to enjoy spring blossoms and 
Granite Falls close to the head of Indian Arm. Cost will be $25 per 
person. We require a full boat (40 people) to cover the costs of 
fuel. Should an insufficient number of BMN members sign up, we 
will open this trip up to others in the community. Please register 
as soon as possible with Carole Edwards and ensure you get your 
cheque in the mail to her. NOTE - please make the cheque out to 
Carole (not BMN) and mail it to her c/o BMN, PO Box 52540 RPO 
Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam BC V3B 7J4 as soon as possible. You 
will not be offcially registered until Carole receives your cheque. 
BMN members are allowed to bring guests. We will open the tour 
to members of other community groups, etc. if it appears that 
we cannot fill the boat with BMN members and guests. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to enjoy the spectacular scenery of Indian 
Arm during a beautiful time of the year. A low tide will enhance our 
views of intertidal life in Burrard Inlet and Indian Arm.

 Departure is likely to be from the pier at Rocky Point Park 
in Port Moody around 10 am. Watch our website once we 
confirm details. The trip will take approximately 6 hours. 
Please dress appropriately for open water and bring lunch 
plus something to drink.
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The DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is May 1st, 2010.

Nature and Feeder Watch
By Rozanne Thomson

Larry Cowan passed 
on information from 
friends that there is 
a pair of Pied-Billed 
Grebes building a 
nest very close to the 
path on Colony Farm. 
This observance was 
made on March 17th; 
perhaps others have 
seen them as well. 
They said the nesting 
material was so water-
logged that it almost 
sinks when one of the 
pair climbs aboard. 
They also saw the pair 

drive off a third grebe on the pond and then return to the nest. It would 
be interesting to hear if the pair is successful; maybe someone could 
report for the next newsletter?

On the same day, Larry‘s reporters also noted 35-40 Great Blue Herons 
soaking up the sunshine on the nesting boxes and on the ground. 

At my place, I –Rozanne- had chickadees returning to our nest box on 
the sheltered side of our house. They began their nest building on March 
23rd, way earlier than last year. We can hear them from within the house 
occasionally; the sounds of their nest making create little rustling sound 
through the walls. While this was going on, we spotted a chickadee 
working away on a rough piece of burlap that was lying over the deck; it 
tried very hard to drag away a thread to add to its nest. 

NMT – does that mean anything to you? Well if you have been 
following birding chat lines you may be familiar with this acronym. 
Environmentally aware birders are starting to build bird lists using non-
motorized transit – i.e. NMT. So there is a rather friendly competition 
going on among local birders to draw up lists of birds seen only on foot 
or by bike. By now lots of locals are up to 60 or 70 personal sightings 
and not a kilogram of pollution has been added to the environment. 

Are you on Facebook? Well, BMN is. Yes, we have a Facebook page, 
thanks to Candice and Niall. Check it out the next time you are on 
Facebook – or maybe it will give you an incentive to try this type of social 
networking and contribute news and photos. 

Please pass on your news and sightings to me at Rozanne_Thomson@
shaw.ca, see me at meetings, or phone/ fax me at 604-421-5292/94. 

Black-capped Chickadee. photo by H. Maguire


