
The Tri-Cities Christmas  
Bird Count By John Reynolds

This year’s annual Christmas Bird Count was held on one of 
the most beautiful days in count memory: sunny and a frosty few 
degrees below freezing, 
with a dusting of snow 
on the ground. About 
80 people participated 
from the Tri-Cities area, 
recording a total of  
8,871 birds comprising  
81 species, including a 
nice smattering of rarities. 

The BMN works in 
partnership with the 
Alouette Field Naturalists 
on this annual census 
which, like all Christmas 
Bird Counts, occurs inside 
a 15-mile diameter circle. 
The count is centered on 
Pitt Meadows, and the 
BMN is responsible for the 
area on the west side of 
the Pitt River.  Fifteen teams 
of 2-10 people tackled areas 
that stretched from Colony Farm to Mundy Park to Port Moody Inlet 
on the west, arching over to Minnekhada Park, and back down the 
Pitt River to the mouth of the Fraser. 

Everyone had their own personal highlights, and here is a 
selection. Colony Farm produced a total of 49 species, including two 
Barn Owls and a Ring-necked Pheasant, which were the only ones 
on the count. A Virginia Rail also made a helpful appearance there. 
These birds skulk around in marshes and are hard to see even in 
summer. But this one clearly didn’t want to be missed because it 
burst up into the air in full view, providing only our second record 
in the previous 15 years of Christmas Counts on the Tri-Cities side. 
Mundy Park had one of only two Barred Owls recorded during the 
day, and Hoy Creek produced the day’s only Spotted Sandpiper. 
Como Lake had three American Coots and Lafarge Lake produced the 
day’s only other one.

Port Moody Inlet was frozen as far as the eye could see except for 
the inlets of the creeks. As the only area in the count with salt water, 

the pressure is always on to produce shorebirds, and this year it 
came through with a flock of 75 Dunlin, five Killdeer, and a Wilson’s 
Snipe, one of two recorded that day. This area also had the count’s 
only Hutton’s Vireo, for the second year running. These are easy to 
overlook because of their incredible resemblance to Ruby-crowned 

Kinglets. Another 
lookalike from the Inlet 
was a Cackling Goose, 
which is a small version 
of the Canada Goose, 
which was formally 
recognized as a full 
species in 2004.

The team that walked 
along the Pitt River in 
Port Coquitlam found 
one of only two Barrow’s 
Goldeneyes seen that 
day, as well as the count’s 
only Peregrine Falcon. 
The team walking along 
the Coquitlam River 
from north of Colony 
Farm to David Avenue 
struck gold with the 
second-ever Green Heron 
to be recorded in the 

past 15 years. Incredibly, another was found on the day at Widgeon 
Slough! The Coquitlam River team also recorded a Townsend’s 
Warbler, which has been coming to a feeder regularly, as well as an 
astounding 170 Bushtits, much to the chagrin of people in the eight 
areas that didn’t find any that day.

People in the northeastern 
part of the region, 
encompassing DeBoville 
Slough, Minnekhada 
Farm, and north Quarry 
Road, found a number 
of interesting species. 
DeBoville Slough hosted the 
day’s only Cedar Waxwing 
and Sharp-shinned Hawk 
among its 41 species. 
Minnekhada Farm and Park 
had the day’s only Red-
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breasted Merganser as well as the highest number of Bald Eagles 
seen in any area – 17 in the park. Widgeon Slough had the day’s only 
Common Loon as well as the aforementioned Green Heron and a Golden 
Eagle. Some hit-and-run drives around Quarry Road and its side roads 
turned up the day’s only Western Grebes (2), Mourning Doves (7), a 
Barred Owl, and 12 Pine Siskins, which are scarce this year.  

Many thanks to Mike Griffin for his help with a smooth handover 
of the coordinator’s role, which he’s held since 1993, and to Larry 
Cowan, whose meticulous spreadsheets have kept the records 
straight for many years. I also benefited from Victoria Otton as a 
sounding board, and we are all grateful to Sue Parker and Bill Aaroe 
for hosting the potluck dinner after the count. And thanks especially 
to everyone who participated on the day. 

 

[Editor’s note: On behalf of all the count participants and the BMN 
executive, our thanks and appreciation to John for his efforts and 
enthusiasm in organizing the Tri-Cities Christmas Bird Count and for 
his excellent follow-up presentation at our January meeting!]

Announcements
Saturday, February 12 at 9 am:  Join Cathy Aitchison (not Larry 

Cowan as previously posted) and members of Nature Vancouver for 
a half day birding tour of Colony Farm Regional Park. Expect to enjoy 
many birds including raptors and, probably, northern shrikes. Meet in 
the parking lot at the end of Colony Farm Road in Coquitlam. Contact 
Cathy at 604-865-7460.

Saturday, February 12 at 10 am:  Join Al and Jude Grass for 
a nature walk at the Maplewood Flats Conservation Area in North 
Vancouver every 2nd Saturday of the month. Winter is a great time 
to view a variety of shorebirds and waterfowl on Burrard Inlet. Park 
in the lot of the Pacific Environment Science Centre, 2645 Dollarton 
Highway in North Vancouver.

Tuesday February 15 at 7:15 pm:  BMN Education/conservation 
meeting at Elaine’s.

Wednesday, February 16 at 7 pm:  Port Moody Ecological Society 
Annual General Meeting. Guest speaker, Dr. Andrew Trites from UBC, 
will describe blue whales, the largest mammal on earth, and touch on 
his sea lion research at Reed Point Marina in Port Moody.  

Open to the public. The guest speaker’s presentation will follow the 
AGM at which PMES will celebrate their 20th Anniversary. At the Port 
Moody Recreation Centre, 300 Ioco Road in Multipurpose Room 2, 
upstairs and to the left. See www.noonscreek.org for more info.

Saturday, February 19, 9:30-3:30: The inaugural meeting of the 
Coquitlam Watershed Roundtable will be held at Victoria Hall, 3435 
Victoria Drive in NE Coquitlam. Coffee and pastries available at 9 am; 
lunch provided. The meeting is free and open to the public. Your input on 
how to achieve a sustainable future for the Coquitlam Rive watershed will 
be most welcome. To register, phone Dave at 604-677-2759.

Saturday, February 19 at 10 am:  Next box cleaning at Colony 
Farm Regional Park. Meet in the parking lot at the end of Colony Farm 
Road. We hope to have enough volunteers and ladders to clean all 

the nest boxes on both sides of the River. Contact Elaine 
to sign up. Wear gardening gloves and sturdy waterproof 
boots as we will be working in areas likely to have wet soil. 

Tuesday, Feb. 22 at 7:15 pm:  BMN Executive meeting 
at Anne’s.

Wednesday, February 23 at 7 pm:  Friends of DeBoville 
Slough meet at a new location – the Library Meeting Room 
at the Coquitlam Library (City Hall Branch). For more info, 
see www.fodbs.org.

 Saturday, February 26 at 10 am: Nest box cleaning 
at Widgeon Slough Regional Reserve. Because this is in a 
closed area, we will meet at Minnekhada Park Quarry Road 
Parking lot to carpool from there through the locked gate 
to Widgeon Regional Reserve. We must arrive and leave 
together and expect to finish around 1 pm. Bring a snack; 
wear gardening gloves and waterproof boots. No washroom 
facilities are available but bushes are plentiful.  Contact 
Elaine to sign up.

Saturday, March 5 at 10 am:  Nest box cleaning at 
Minnekhada Regional Park. Meet in the Quarry Road 

parking lot. Contact Elaine to sign up. This next box cleaning usually 
provides a rare opportunity to view flying squirrels. Wear gardening 
gloves and sturdy boots.

Tuesday, March 8 at 7:30 pm: BMN monthly meeting. Guest 
speaker will be Dr. Elizabeth Elle from the Biology Department at SFU 
on “Plants and Pollinators in BC’s Garry Oak and South Okanagan 
Grassland Ecosystems”. BC is home to incredible wildflower diversity, 
the vast majority of which rely on insects for successful reproduction. 
There are over 300 species of wild bees in BC but many appear to be 
experiencing worrisome population declines.

Friday, March 11:  Deadline for nominating someone for one of 
the City of Port Coquitlam’s annual volunteer awards. See the City’s 
website for details.

Saturday, March 19 at 9:30 -11:30 am: Great blue herons walks 
hosted by BMN and CFPA. Open to members of the public. We would 
appreciate volunteers who can assist leaders on this day and also on 
Sunday, March 27.

Thursday, March 24 at 7 pm: Friends of DeBoville Slough Meeting. 
Check www.fodbs.org for more info.

Tuesday, April 12 at 7:30 pm:  BMN Monthly Meeting. Tentative 
guest speaker is Dr. Christine Bishop from Environment Canada on 
the native amphibians of BC.

Tuesday, May 10 at 7:30 pm:  BMN Monthly Meeting. Guest 
speaker will be David Hancock on eagles and his many adventures 
with setting up recorders and monitoring bald eagles on their nests, 
including one installed last summer in Port Moody.

This Wilson’s Snipe, one of two recorded in the Tri-Cities count area, was seen on the 
mud at the head of Port Moody arm. photo by Isabelle Côté



Education-Conservation 
Report By Elaine Golds

Can you volunteer for nest box cleaning?
The next box cleaning season has arrived. Most of the upcoming 

Saturdays are booked to maintain and nest boxes in several regional 
parks and we are looking for volunteers to help. Thanks to Werner 
Eller, we also have a few dozen new swallow as well as some 
chickadee boxes which we can install to replace ones that are getting 
too worn or leaky. Dave Bennie from the Noons Creek Hatchery 
has expressed an interest in installing some of these around the 
hatchery. For our nest box work bees, we would especially appreciate 
volunteers who are comfortable handling next boxes from the top of 
a ladder.

Can you assist with great blue heron walks at Colony Farm?
Our next activity will be hosting public heron 

walks at Colony Farm on the mornings of March 
19 and 27. While we have some leaders lined 
up, we would also appreciate people who could 
volunteer as “assistants”, i.e., people who can join 
the group, help the leader and provide some basic 
information to members of the public as we walk 
along. Last year, we had about 75 people show up 
for each walk so their experienced is considerably 
enhanced if we have several assistants to 
accompany each leader. The heron-watching 
group at Colony Farm typically provide excellent 
updates regarding the location of the herons as 
the herons gather in large groups, presumably to 
size each other up as suitable mates, just prior to 
breeding and nesting. Last year on the first walk, 
we had excellent views of the herons gathering at 
the wetland on the Port Coquitlam side of Colony Farm. By the time 
of the second walk, the herons had all moved to the mouth of the 
Coquitlam River in the Wildlife Management Area. While our main 
focus will be on the herons, we will also enjoy the views of other 
birds on the nature walk. People who want background information 
on the great blue herons of Colony Farm can pick up our brochure on 
the topic at one of our meetings. If you are interested in volunteering 
as an assistant, please contact me.      

Washrooms for Colony Farm Regional Park?
The absence of plumbed washrooms with hand-washing facilities 

at Colony Farm Regional Park has been a source of much frustration 
for over 15 years. When Colony Farm became a park in 1995, we 
thought it would be only a few years before appropriate washroom 
facilities were built. We had been told the main challenge was getting 
permission from the City of Coquitlam. Thus, in January, we (i.e., 
members of both BMN and CFPA) met with Andrew Young in the 
Planning Department at the City. We learned, because, Colony Farm 
is part of the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR), a zoning change 
(and accompanying change in the City’s OCP) would be required 
before washrooms could be built. However, it is hard to imagine the 
City or the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) objecting to such a 
reasonable request. Andrew pointed out a precedent exists for such 
a zoning change because of the exemption of a small parcel of land 
made for the nearby Forensic Institute when they used part of their 
land, also previously in the ALR, to construct buildings. Andrew 
assured us that he would welcome a request from Metro Vancouver 
Parks for such a zoning change. Hopefully, this will happen soon. The 
next steps would be to get permission from the ALC and for Metro 
Vancouver to provide funds for construction.

Riverview Hospital Updates 
Last fall, in response to many letters to the provincial government 

expressing dismay over the provincial government’s refusal to 
support a federal heritage designation for Riverview, Premier 
Campbell replied that conservation planning at the provincial level 
would be taking place for the Riverview Hospital site. Recently, 
members of the Riverview Natural Stewardship Group (i.e., BMN and 
the Riverview Horticultural Centre Society), learned that conservation 
planning, following established provincial guidelines, could be 
underway as soon as this spring. It is the intention of the provincial 
government to close provincial health care facilities at Riverview by 
the summer of 2012. None of us support this planned closure as 
there is a huge need for increased mental health care and Riverview 
has a proud tradition of providing it in a pleasant and therapeutic 
setting. We are also aware of huge development pressures on the 
Riverview site; the intensity of these development pressures is likely 

to be influenced by the outcome of the Liberal 
leadership campaign.

Pesticide Use at Riverview
Two years ago at our Stewardship Group 

meetings, we raised concerns about the rat 
poisoning being done at Riverview. We felt 
the use of such a pesticide was inappropriate 
and that the rats would be better controlled by 
eliminating their access to food, i.e., garbage. 
The pesticide in question was one of a group of 
new chemicals called super-warfarin because 
they are so effective, i.e., toxic. While we were 
worried about impacts on all wildlife, we were 
especially concerned about potential harm to 
species at risk such as the barn owls which we 
know are at Riverview and predate upon rats. 

Unfortunately, I was unable not able to get a supportive response 
from staff at Environment Canada at the time. It is always a challenge 
for environmental groups to take effective action without at least a 
little backup from government. The use of this rat poison remained 
unresolved at Riverview. A poisoned rat staggering around is, of 
course, a much easier target for owls to catch. Once owls have 
ingested the poison, they are much more likely make poor judgments 
that lead to their demise. Barn owls are only one of the species of owl 
seen at Riverview in recent years. 

Last December, there were newspaper reports of an Environment 
Canada study which showed high levels of rat poison in the livers 
of 164 owls tested in BC and the Yukon. More than 40% of these 
were of the super-warfarin variety; 6 of the owls had died from 
ingesting the poison. Also, last November, COSEWIC ramped up 
the endangered status of barns owls in this corner of the province 
to the “threatened” category. Thus, we have requested that, at the 
next Riverview Stewardship meeting, we want to again address the 
use of super-warfarin-type pesticides on the Riverview grounds. In 
meantime, I trust staff at Environment Canada will respond to my 
emails this time. At the very least, I hope they have now developed a 
policy for the use of pesticides that could harm species at risk. 

Success at Last - Port Moody Development Halted in Noons 
Creek Watershed

For the past two decades we have watched as housing 
developments crept up Eagle Mountain in Port Moody. We haven’t, 
of course, been observing this in silence. During that time, we 
pushed hard for wider setbacks on Noons Creek, car washing drains 
to sewage instead of stormwater in townhouse developments, 

elimination of paths beside the creeks within the riparian zone 
and reductions in impervious (e.g., paved) areas. Unfortunately page 3
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all the minor tributaries which provide safe refuge for young 
salmon from winter storms were converted into culverts despite 
our objections. As forested areas transformed to suburbs, the water 
table dropped and summer water flows in Noons Creek have become 
dangerously diminished. This threatens the survival of coho and 
cutthroat in Noons Creek which require year-round water flows 
– and also the tailed frogs and red-legged frogs which breed in its 
higher elevations now surrounded by housing. Development also 
causes higher winter flows in Noons Creek during storm events 
and this has promoted an accelerated rate of erosion on stream 
banks. The hillside was developed by Parklane with four intended 
neighborhoods. Fortunately, several years 
ago, we (and many others) were successful 
in convincing Council to not proceed with 
most of the development in Neighborhoods 3 
and 4 in order to protect wetlands and other 
attributes. However, Noons Creek, which 
flows through Neighborhoods 1 and 2 (and 
parts of Coquitlam), has borne the brunt of 
development.

	While this hillside is essentially entirely 
developed, there remain two higher elevation 
parcels of “urban reserve” with uncertain 
potential for development. One of these 
parcels was the subject of a public hearing 
in Port Moody in January. On behalf of 
BMN I spoke against it as did Ruth Foster 
from Mossom Creek Hatchery and Jim 
Mattson from Noons Creek Hatchery. We 
were delighted when the Mayor and Council 
listened to us and unanimously voted 
against allowing housing on this parcel. This 
parcel lies between West Noons and Noons 
Creek sits on a high elevation ridge, which 
would have required much blasting even 
to construct a very steep road into the area. 
Parklane was proposing to deforest 10 acres to 
develop only 27 homes on lots over 11,000 
square feet. It was old-fashioned urban sprawl 
in a very steep and remote area which would 
have forever required the burning of much 
fossil fuel for vehicle access. I suggest you 
consider emailing a line or two of thanks to 
Mayor and Council for making this tough 
decision (council@cityofportmoody.com). 
With a municipal election coming this fall, the 
decision they took is likely to knock them off 
the list of potential candidates for funding by 
the housing development industry.

Meadow Management in Port Moody’s 
Shoreline Park

	Although Port Moody’s Shoreline Park is 
only a narrow band around the head of Burrard 
Inlet, it contains a surprising variety of habitats 
and thus supports a biodiverse list of species. 
One habitat feature is the meadow area at the 
Old Mill site. This area, once a sawmill, has 
remained open and thus attracts species not 
typically found in forested areas of the park. 
About a decade ago, this area was enhanced 
through the creation of wetlands and the daylighting of Turner Creek 
(BMN was actively involved in these projects). Last fall, Carole 

Edwards was dismayed to notice quite a few large coniferous trees 
had been planted within the meadow area. When we brought this to 
the attention of Parks staff, they arranged to meet with us on site. We 
learned that a mapping error had occurred in their planning – instead 
of the meadow area being designated to be kept open to preserve 
its features, it was highlighted for tree planting!  Unfortunately, the 
trees had been planted by a volunteer group with permission from 
the City. Now the mapping error has been corrected and the trees will 
be removed and planted elsewhere as suitable sites are identified. 
Thanks Carole for bringing this to everyone’s attention!
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This Varied Thrush was a bright spot in the forest and another 
species for the Mundy Park team on the Christmas Bird Count.   

photo by Rob Bertrand

A sharp eye spotted this vole on the Shoreline Trail in 
Port Moody on the Christmas Bird Count.    

photo by Bruce Brandhorst     



Wilderness Committee 
Outlines Key Issues for 
Potential Provincial Leaders
By Elaine Golds

	This spring is certainly going to be an interesting time in BC 
with both major parties holding leadership conventions. The 
ramifications for future provincial environmental policies are 
huge. The Wilderness Committee has drawn up a list of policies 
they would like to see leadership candidates support. This list 
is well thought-out and I look forward to seeing what responses 
the candidates will provide.

	WC’s key 11 issues for 2011 are (1) implementing a BC 
Endangered Species Act; (2) meeting greenhouse gas targets, 
expanding the carbon tax and shifting funding from highways 
to transit; (3)  ending the logging of old growth and stopping 
the export of raw logs; (4)  re-investing in BC’s Park system 
and expanding protected areas; (5) banning new coal mines; (6) 
restoring funding and staffing to the Ministry of Environment; 
(7) protecting BC’s rivers and enacting a moratorium on private 
power projects and stopping Site C dam construction; (8) 
enacting waste reduction legislation; (8) banning the use and 
sale of cosmetic pesticides; (10) opposing crude oil tanker 
traffic on the BC coast and (11) enacting whistle-blower 
protection and strengthening Freedom of Information laws.

	This is quite a wish list but I would have added dismantling 
the new Ministry of Natural Resource Operations (i.e., the give-
all-our-natural-resources-to-industry Ministry) and restoring 
both the Ministries of Environment and Forests to their 
former mandates.  For more information, see the Wilderness 
Committee website.

Letter of the Month By Elaine Golds

Are You Concerned Grant Narrows Is No Longer A Regional Park?
	I am sure that most BMN members are frequent visitors to Grant 

Narrows Regional Park. However, did you know it no longer exists 
– at least as we knew is as a Regional Park?  Apparently, the land 
is owned by the province and had been leased to Metro Vancouver 
since 1996 when the Dewdney Alouette Regional District disbanded. 
The park is subject to land claims from Katzie First Nation, and Metro 
Vancouver Parks, despite months of trying, was unable to reach an 
agreement with Katzie First Nation over management of the area.

	Now, Grant Narrows has reverted back to provincial management. 
Apparently, assurances have been given that this change won’t 
affect boat access to Pitt Lake, garbage collection and public toilets 
but this change is, nonetheless, very alarming. Given that, back 
in 2009, the province also expropriated 22 hectares from Pacific 
Spirit Regional Park to give to the Musqueam First Nation; this is 
beginning to look like a policy to give away our precious parks to 
settle outstanding land claims. I am all for First Nations, which have 
suffered tremendously since European contact, receiving appropriate 
compensation. However, I don’t feel that the long term public interest 
is best served by eliminating public parks and, potentially, allowing 
natural areas to be developed for financial profit – regardless of who 
receives the financial profit.

	A number of our regional parks could be at similar risk. 
Colony Farm, for example lies next to Kwikwetlem First Nation 
lands and Belcarra Regional Park is known to contain an 
ancient village site. I think it is important for members of the 
public to express a keen interest in the ongoing and permanent 
protection of our regional parks.

	With regard to Grant Narrows, the leasing arrangements are 
complicated. There are four leases in total – 5.2 hectares of land 

leased from the Ministry of Environment, 
1.2 hectares of aquatic area leased from 
the province, a 1.8 hectare waterfront 
lease from Port Metro Vancouver and a 2.7 
hectare highway use permit with the City 
of Pitt Meadows. Only the two provincial 
leases have expired. Last June, Katzie 
First Nation submitted a management 
strategy for the park which has not yet been 
endorsed by the BC government. 

	To guide their decision-making, it is 
urgent the provincial government hear from 
you regarding how important Grant Narrows 
is to you and to future generations of all BC 
residents. You should also consider posing 
a number of questions regarding future 
use, e.g., canoe rentals, access to nature 
trails, etc. Please send your comments to 
both the Honourable Barry Penner, Minister 
of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation 
(barry.penner.mla@leg.bc.ca or Room 028, 
Parliament Buildings, Victoria, BC  V8V 1X4) 
and the Honourable Murray Coell, Minister 
of the Environment murray.coell.mla@leg.
bc.ca or Room 247, Parliament Buildings, 

Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4) . I suggest you also contact the MLA for the 
area, Michael Sather of the NDP (Michael.sather@leg.bc.ca or Room 
201, Parliament Buildings, Victoria, BC  V8V 1X4). There has to be a 
better way of settling land claims with First Nations than giving away 

our parks.
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The Young Naturalists’ Club’s January Explorer Day was held on January 30th 
at Hyde Creek Education Centre and Hatchery. Young Naturalists learned how to 
identify local wildlife with Kiyoshi by watching his slide show. The Hyde Creek 
Watershed Society generously provided not only their wonderful education centre 
but also good hot chocolate for YNC.  photo by N. Nakaya



A Trip to Brackendale By Liz Thunstrom

On January 7th, Doug Charles and I were lucky to be part of a 
trip to the Brackendale Valley, north of Squamish, to see the winter 
congregation of Bald Eagles. The eagles gather there at this time of 
year to feed on the carcasses from the runs of Chum Salmon. The 
area, now protected, has the highest number of wintering Bald Eagles 
in North America!

This year, the returns of fish have been rather low but despite rain 
and sleet, we managed to see good numbers of both mature and 
juvenile eagles, feeding, flying around and resting after their meal. 
The eagles can be viewed quite closely and are an inspiring sight in 
their natural setting and interacting with each other. We noticed that 
like many other bird species, there seemed to be a distinct ‘comfort 
distance’ between individuals; incidents of getting too close to each other 
were mostly between juvenile birds - part of their learning experience!

Each year since 1986, on the first Sunday in January, 3 person 
teams of volunteer eagle counters set out on  foot, by raft or even 
on skis, to count the eagles. In 1986, there were 537 birds noted. 
The highest number to date was 1994, with 3769. In the past 
three years, the numbers have been below 1000, probably due to 
poor chum runs.

After seeing the eagles, we were treated to homemade bread 
and hot soup at the Brackendale Art Gallery and Museum, which 
was a welcome warm up. We also saw a short video made of the 
area by several German filmmakers when the numbers of eagles 
were higher.

It was a special treat to view these majestic birds, and a good 
winter adventure.

Nature and Feeder Watch  
By Rozanne Thomson

The 14th annual Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is coming up 
February 18-21, 2011. 

You can watch birds for any length of time on one or all of these 
days and then submit results to the web site. I already have a sample 
tally sheet printed out so I know what data to record each day. The 
GBBC is sponsored by the National Audubon Society, Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology and Bird Studies Canada. And do submit a summary of 
your findings to this column for the March newsletter! It’s a good 
excuse to linger over a cup of coffee or a good afternoon cup of tea, 
and contribute to science at the same time. 

To register, go to the website http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/ and 
you can also download a tally sheet there if you want to.

The following email was submitted by email from the Booths. “We 
live on the Gatensbury Hill to Port Moody. Behind us are the wooded 
ravines. Until last year we had Chickadees and Nuthatches, Rufous 
and Juncos to name a few. They came to our feeder year round. 
Last year about this time, everything vanished at once and we didn’t 
see any for a few months. This year again, the birds have gone. The 
feeders of sunflower seeds that hang under the overhang of the 
house haven’t been touched in weeks. The seeds stay dry as the rain 
can’t get at them. In the past we had to refill the feeder every couple 
of days as it was non-stop Chickadees and Nuthatches. We fear 
something is dreadfully wrong. We have been feeding the birds here 
for forty-seven years and only this past two years have we had this 
loss of bird activity. 

Do you know of anything happening that could cause this? We are 
most concerned that something that humanity is doing is  
causing our birds to go missing.”

Does anyone in the club have a response to the Booths and their 
concerns? Perhaps others who live in this vicinity could chime in with 
their experiences. 

Some of you who live in the Tri-cities may have seen a photo of a 
bird in the local newspaper, identified as an immature Golden Eagle. 
However our intrepid bird ID man, Larry Cowan, states that it was 
in fact an immature Bald Eagle. He adds that Golden Eagles are very 
unlikely for our area. We need to be aware that immature birds of all 
species can throw a curve ball when it comes to bird ID. 

The following report came by voice mail on January 6th. Gay 
Mitchell and Mark and Christina saw a Northern Pygmy Owl on the 
walk above the Inlet. They had a good long look at it. Gay reports she 
has not seen for years since seeing one at Lafarge Lake. The owl was 
viewed near the white homes and the bike path. 

Colony Farm Heron counters Anne Holt and Hilary Maguire were 
treated to prolonged views of an American Bittern, normally a hard 
bird to spot, on January 21st. Hilary wrote:  “That afternoon was 
very quiet at the farm – we didn’t run into anyone during our walk. 
When we got to the pond, right in front of the bench was a bittern, 
in full view, foraging. I really regretted leaving my camera in the car 
on account of the wet weather!  After our heron walk I went back 
to the pond with my camera, thinking it unlikely the bird would still 
be visible, but there it was, in the same location. I watched and 
photographed it as it moved slowly around the reeds, gleaning tiny 
morsels I couldn’t make out from the water. After about 40 minutes 
I left the bird, still in full view, as it continued to work the same area. 
What luck to have had such an opportunity spend so much time with 
such a normally secretive bird.”

On another note, Hilary added: “Although it is vicarious nature-
watching, I just want to mention the program “Great Canadian 
Parks” on Knowledge Network every weekday evening between 6:30 
and 7:00. I have learned so much about the great diversity of our 
parks through this program. Each episode is a thoughtful tour of a 
national or provincial park, describing the natural features, the flora 
and fauna, and some of the human history of the area prior to the 
park designation. There are interviews with park interpreters and 
other knowledgeable people about the features of each park. I have 
found every episode I’ve seen fascinating. Two thumbs up from this 
reviewer!” 

To submit sightings or thoughts, contact me at 604-421-5292, fax 
604-521-5294, or email me at Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca.  
		  Thanks for your contributions; you are the ones who make 	

	 this column interesting. 

A bold American Bittern at Colony Farm Park. photo by H. Maguire
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From the BMN Archives: 
Excerpts from past  
February Newsletters By Anne Holt

 
February 2001    
“Hardhack - An Interesting Winter Bird/Plant Relationship”  
By Al Grass
	 Spirea Douglasi, known as hardhack is locally common in wet 
sites. Often it forms dense thickets (ergo hardhack), providing some 
good summer habitat for a variety of birds for nesting and escape 
cover, including the Song Sparrow, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow 
Warbler, Virginia Rail, and Marsh Wren.

 In late summer, when the flower heads expire, they turn from 
pink to brown. The brownish tuft-like flowerheads persist well 
through winter, harbouring populations of insects, spiders and 
other invertebrates. On many occasions, I’ve observed Black-
capped Chickadees and Bushtits foraging in the old flower heads. 
.....While these observations are anecdotal, I feel they point to a 
line of inquiry. The fact that insectivorous birds forage in winter 
flowerheads of hardhack may add a new dimension to its use in wet 
site rehabilitation.
 
February 2003    
“Ed-Con Report - Streams, streams, streams”  By Elaine Golds

...Saving the ecosystem is what matters. In the Tri-Cities I think we 
are truly cursed to live in an area where forests are being converted to 
suburbs at an alarming rate...... It is happening on our doorstep and 
it seems to have fallen on our shoulders to do all that we can to make 
these developments happen in the most ecologically sensitive manner 
possible. This is our one chance to do it right. Because of the damage 
that has been done to urban streams and Coho salmon in the past, 
protecting streams as a component of urban development is simply 
where “the action is” around planning tables these days. We need to 
be at those tables to be effective advocates for the 85% of the wildlife 
in BC that depends on riparian corridors for habitat.

Nonetheless, some of the activities that our club undertakes are 
quite different from those of natural history clubs in more settled 
parts of Greater Vancouver.
 
February 2006      
“Sale of Birdsong a Huge Success!” By Carole Edwards

Due in part to the work of several members at the beginning of this 
fund raising project, but mainly due to the fantastic efforts of Kiyoshi 
Takahashi in the recording and producing of the CD, we have realized 
a profit of $2,568.61 to date (still a few to sell). Not only have we 
made a profit, but also, thanks to Jude Grass and to others who have 
sold outside our immediate area, our name is now known throughout 
the GVRD area!

Kiyoshi has also been generous in donating to the club any money 
he receives from his guided walks with members of the Japanese 
community, which has, over the years, made Kiyoshi the biggest 
single fundraiser we have! What would we do without him!

 
February 2007
“Nature and Feeder Watch” Compiled by Rozanne Thomson

    On Jan. 19 (2007), Victoria Otton sent the following: “Birders at 
SFU have been excited about a rarity that appears to have taken up 
winter residence there; a Grey-crowned Rosy Finch. A member of the 
office staff in the Department of History regularly puts seed  

mixture outside her window for the juncos and towhees. As a 
relatively new birder, she didn’t know what to make of the strange 
looking bird that arrived in early Jan. She posted a photo on an e-bird 
list, and it was quickly identified by BMN’s Larry Cowan, who alerted 
the rest of us. This mountain finch seems to be a rare winter visitor 
in our part of the province and is listed as “accidental” on the bird 
checklists for Maplewood Flats and Burnaby Mountain.

 
February 2008
“Ed-Con Report -   Good News About Riverview” By Elaine Golds

On Jan.21, we were all beaming when Coquitlam Council voted to 
unanimously (1) accept a report, a “Statement of Significance” for the 
Riverview site and (2) add the Riverview site, including its heritage 
buildings, trees and landscape features to Coquitlam’s Community 
Heritage Register. Finally, the Riverview Hospital site has received 
some official recognition of its outstanding heritage values…..  This 
action by council and the report they commissioned is only the 
first step in saving Riverview - but it is a very important and timely 
initiative.

February 2009 
“Explorer Day in February  - in Belcarra Regional Park 
Led by David Cook 

... After signing up for the day you will enjoy short walks into the 
forest where you will learn how the plants of the forest work together 
as a functional unit. This will be followed by a walk and scavenger 
hunt along the beach to learn about intertidal biology. From the beach 
you will be able to see some of the geological and landscape features 
left by the ice that once covered this area 11,000 years ago. We will 
take a look at a shell midden left by the First Nations people that once 
lived here for thousands of years and learn how they used the natural 
resources of the area for their survival. Bring a hand lens to view the 
smaller plants and animals, wear waterproof footwear for the wet and 
muddy beach and don’t forget a container for the scavenger hunt.

Hardhack. photo by H. Maguire
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Send your completed membership form to: Burke Mountain Naturalists,  
P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4
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The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is a 
member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists)  
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are: 
•  to promote the enjoyment of nature 
•  to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,  our environment 
•  to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas, 	
   particularly local areas 
•  to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the  
   natural world

President: Ian McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net 

VP: Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) egolds@sfu.ca
Past President: Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca
Treasurer & Membership:  
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864) caroleedwards@shaw.ca
Recording Secretary:  
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511) barb23@gmail.com
Members-at-Large: 
Anne Holt (604.936.4108), Candice Archer (604.945.6853), Christina 
Saremba (604 945-0318), Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805), Mark 
Johnston (604.552.0727) and Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292) 
BC Nature Directors: 
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) egolds@sfu.ca
Newsletter Editor: 
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805) BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com
Newsletter Design: 
Brigitte Breuer, brigitteb@telus.net
Education/Conservation Committee: 
Chair: Elaine Golds, Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton 
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin, Ian McArthur, Niall Williams,  
Carole Edwards 
Nature and Feeder Watch: Rozanne Thomson 
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294

Young Naturalists Club: 
Noriko Nakaya (604.675.9031) bmnync@gmail.com 
BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough 
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor 
Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area DeBoville Slough, 
Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm
Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough 
Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System, by Christine 
Hanrahan et al, 1994, 121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992, 
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library
The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”, 
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages 
available on our website www.bmn.bc.caThis newsletter is printed on Genesis paper, 100% post consumer,  

not secondarily de-inked and 100% Eco Certified.

Membership Form
Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

	 ❑ Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

	 ❑ Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year)  
	      (Please include all first names and indicate which are children.) 

	 ❑ Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive ten monthly newsletters  
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also 
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a 
registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

What happens to our  
Auction proceeds?

This year we are disbursing the proceeds of the auction to two local 
environmental groups. Half will go to the Nature Trust, earmarked 
for the Heart of the Fraser initiative. Some of you will remember a 
presentation on this project at our club a little while back. The Nature 
Trust has acquired a number of key properties in the Gravel Reach 
area of the Fraser River between Mission and Hope. This part of the 
river is considered one of the most productive stretches of river in the 
province and yet habitat loss continues at an alarming rate. The river 
supports many species of fish, including White Sturgeon (the largest 
freshwater fish), Pink Salmon (the largest spawning run of salmon in 
BC), and Pacific Eulachon. They are working to raise $205,000 for the 
latest acquisition.

The other half will go to the Wildlife Rescue Association. The Wildlife 
Rescue Association is the largest urban rehabilitator of wildlife in British 
Columbia. Each year, WRA’s Care Centre admits an average of 3,000 
injured, orphaned and pollution-damaged wildlife representing 150 
species – over 70,000 animals of nearly 300 species since 1979! 

Many thanks to club members for your contributions and your 
generosity, making the Christmas auction a success. Thanks as well 
to the merchants who contributed - please make sure to mention 
them when you visit their stores. 

The DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is February 26th, 2011.

Welcome to our new members! 
Carole Edwards, Membership

We are very pleased to welcome the following new members  
to the club over the past couple of months. Please look out for them 
at the next meeting or hike and extend your own personal welcome.

Coquitlam
Luke Turcott & daughters Marie & Alysson

Port Coquitlam
Linda Matuska

Michael & Svetlana Vigurs
Port Moody

Ksenija Mircic and Cléone Todgham
Surrey

Rob, Laurena & Willow


