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Will Decoys Attract Purple

IMartins to Nest Boxes?
By Kiyoshi Takahashi

[ am ashamed to say that | did not know that decoys have been
used to attract Purple Martin (PUMA) to nesting sites in Eastern
North America until Elaine suggested | read the book “The Bird
Detective” by Bridget Stutchbury. It is well known that Eastern
PUMA nest in condo-type nest boxes, and often decoys can be seen
on top of the condos in photos. However, | thought decoys are just
decoration on the condos. | have not found any literature that says
decoys are known to be effective for Western PUMA single box
nesters, but | would like to try and see if decoys can attract them.

I have seen PUMA flying together with Barn Swallows in Colony
Farm every year since 2005 between August 25 and September
5, before they head south for wintering. We installed a few PUMA
boxes there in 2006, but the martins have not recognized the boxes
so far, possibly because there are so many other swallows as well as
Brown-headed Cowbirds there, and PUMA may perceive the boxes
are for other birds. So, Colony Farm would be the first place to try
out the life-size wooden decoys | made with Sitka Spruce. Also, other
locations | may try to install them are around the Mission area, as they
nested at the Stave River Estuary on Silvermere Island in 2007 and
2008, and at Nicomen Slough, as they nested there in 2006 and 2007.
However, they stopped coming to the area after sudden decrease of
population in 2008 due to unusual cool spring-summer in Galifornia. |
suspect some of them fly through the Fraser Valley on their way south
through Nooksack Valley to Puget Sound, as | received some reports
of spotting PUMA in Abbotsford area before.

,T@lrial pair of

Purple Mattin decoys

created by Kiyoshi. =
to by Ke Takahgshi

Hopefully, as the birds fly south, these decoys will suggest a new
location for nesting in this late summer and entice them to nest in
these areas on their return to the Lower Mainland next year.”

Photography Seminar
with Ron Long

Saturday, March 26 2011 at 9:30 am - 3:30pm

Whether you use a film or
digital camera, photography
is photography. This seminar
will provide information and
techniques that will significantly
improve your photography no
matter which type of camera
you are using. The seminar is
fully illustrated with hundreds
of images demonstrating the
techniques being discussed.
COMPOSITION will provide
many suggestions and a few
simple guidelines to improve
your compositions. LIGHT will
give you insights into using
naturally occurring light effects
to make your photographs more
interesting and exciting.

Please bring your camera, camera instruction book, notebook
and pen and lunch. Coffee, tea and juice will be provided. Also bring
appropriate clothing for the outdoor portion. Register by phoning
or emailing Jude Grass at 604-538-8774 or judegrass@shaw.ca,
and then mailing a cheque

Pollemonium borale (blue listed)
photos by Ron Long

for $30.00 payable to VNHS m
— Digital Photo Workshop,
to 17375 27A Avenue, Tuesday, April 12 at 7:30 pm

Como Lake United Church
King Albert Avenue, Coguitlam

Surrey, BC V3S OE9. Held at
the Reifel Migratory Bird
Sanctuary Museum: Cost:
$30.00 Before he retired, Ron
Long worked for 36 years
was a full-time photographer

Guest speaker will be biologist
Christine Bishop who will discuss

at Simon Fraser University, the amphibians of BC.
mostly in the Biology n
Department. He is a frequent ggmgg:‘tfnfgmg
guest speaker to BMN. ww.bmn.bc.c



Help Protect Pink Mountain!
By Elaine Golds

At our Feb. BMN meeting, members and guests were enthralled with
Ron Long’s fabulous photos of rare plants on a high mountain plateau
in northeast BC about 180 km northwest of Fort St. John. Named Pink
Mountain, apparently for the hue it takes on when the fireweed blooms,
this mountain sits as an eastern outlier of the Rocky Mountains not far
from Highway 97 and the tiny community of Pink Mountain.

Pink Mountain has long been known as
an unusual place for butterflies that only are
otherwise found in the Arctic. Its high plateau
at over 1700 meters lies in an alpine-tundra
ecosystem and, thus, in many ways, contains
habitat found much further north. In addition,
the southern portion of Pink Mountain consists
of limestone shale that results in a mineral-rich
soil which supports a unique plant community.
The presence of this limestone apparently
distinguishes the ecosystem of the Pink
Mountain plateau from that of all the other

uncommon plants as larval food or nectar sources.

At our February meeting, the mood definitely became gloomy when
Ron outlined the threats to Pink Mountain but had few suggestions
as to what to do about it.. However, our Conservation Committee felt
this was an issue that urgently needed attention —and we knew how
to mount campaigns! Thus, | met with Ron a couple of days after his
presentation and, at our EdCon meeting, we decided to help.

\We feel the plants would be best protected as an Ecological Reserve
which would, in part, be adjacent to the Park
(the park allows hunting and snowmobiling
so it hardly protects any rare plants that might
be contained within it). We have drafted a
resolution to so protect Pink Mountain and
submitted it to the BC Nature Resolutions
Committee. We hope this resolution will
be accepted at the AGM in May and were
encouraged to learn the Delta Field Naturalists
were also working on a similar resolution to
expand Pink Mountain Park boundaries. Bev
Ramey from Nature Vancouver has been very

mountains which lie to the south and west of it.

Ron Long, an excellent self-taught botanist,
has now identified a number of red- and blue-
listed plants on the southern portion of the
plateau. A red-listing means the species are
endangered or threatened while a blue-listing
indicates a vulnerable category of risk. All of his
identifications have been confirmed by others.
Some of these plants represent the most souther
known locations in the province (and, | have to
wonder, possibly in Canada?). According to the
Conservation Data Center in BC, there is no other
location in BG which supports such a unique plant
community with such a high number of species
at risk. In total, 173 plant species have been
identified; of these 9 are blue-listed, 1 is red-listed
and several others are uncommon.

There is a provincial park on Pink Mountain,
created in 1999. While this small 98 hectare park
on the steep western slope protects a significant
fossil site, its boundaries, for the most part, fail
to protect the unique plant community. For many
years, Pink Mountain was the site of a forest
observation tower. Thus, a rough service road
leads to the top of the plateau. Unfortunately, the
service road goes right through the southern end of the plateau in the
middle of the plant community. The Forest Service no longer operates
the tower but the presence of the service road has made the plateau
an attractive site for industry. At present, the plateau hosts five Telus
microwave towers and a gas well. Aeolis Wind, Inc., has plans to install
2400 MW wind farm on the plateau at some point in the future. While
the gas well appears to be located just north of the rare plants, the
microwave towers occupy a large footprint right in the middle of them.
Any upgrades to the service road, as would be required for wind farm
installation, would also impact these plants.

The plateau also has other ecosystem values. The northern portion
appears to consist more of arctic grasses rather than rare plants and
provides habitat for northern caribou, mountain goat and stone sheep.
In addition, birds such as golden eagles, horned larks and white-tailed
ptarmigan are found there. However, the most critical features of the
Pink Mountain plateau appear to be its rare plant community and arctic
butterflies. Possibly, the presence of the plants and butterflies is
linked if the butterflies depend on some of the at-risk or

from top: Rhododendron lapponicum, Stone Sheep, Arctic Sulphur
Buitterfly (also known as the Labrador Sulphur), photos by Ron Long

helpful in obtaining more information about
the status of the butterflies on the mountain
from Cris Guppy.

In addition to the resolution, | have
prepared a handout which Ron can now
take to groups for distribution whenever he
gives a presentation. We are asking people
to write to the Ministers of the Environment
as well as Natural Resource Operations (note
—this means you!!). We hope to get a display
prepared that someone can take to the BC
Nature AGM in May and, possibly, create a
brochure to accompany it. We also need to
request meetings with key officials in the BC
government as well as with Telus and Aeolis
so that they are fully apprised of the unique
and sensitive conditions on the southern end
of Pink Mountain’s plateau.

Clearly, more field work is also required to
firm up our proposal. In particular, we need to
specifically identify the locations of the plants
at risk so as to be able to draw boundaries for
a potential Ecological Reserve. Cris Guppy has
pointed out the need for further work on the
butterflies. Thus, Ron Long plans to mount
a field trip during the bloom period this July. He plans to be on Pink
Mountain over the holiday weekend in July. If you think you can help with
this and have skills such as plant/bird ID, GPS, photography, etc., please
contact Ron. There is, apparently, a camp at the base of Pink Mountain
where rough accommaodations (probably designed for guys only) and
meals can be arranged. Access to the plateau requires a four wheel drive.

Unlike many conservation issues in BC which would require
significant policy shifts to resolve, the protection of Pink Mountain
seems quite straightforward. Because the northern two thirds of
the plateau does not appear to support the rare plants, it would
seem restricting all resource development to the northern end and
re-routing a portion of the service road would sufficient to resolve
the problem. Of course, convincing government to take action is
always a challenge. For this, we will be relying on people to write to
government officials to bring their attention to the matter and and
request that they take appropriate action. | hope that every BMN
member will do what they can to help! Rest assured, your

Education-Conservation committee will he hard at work.
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The Plants of Pink Mountain

(compiled by Ron Long) }

> Plants of Interest:

Lapland Rosebay (Rhodendron laponicum) is typical of the plants on Pink
Mountain. It is not rare in the province but it is rarely seen because
of its remote habitat. Pink Mountain provides an opportunity to
view and carry out research on the plants and their Arctic/Tundra
environment that does not exist elsewhere in British Columbia.

The Frog Orchid (Coeloglossum viride) and Yellow Goralroot (Coraliorhiza
trifida) are two Orchids that are not known to grow in a tundra
environment anywhere else in North America. Their occurrence on
Pink Mountain is unique and indicates that further study of these
plants is needed.

Western Paintbrush (Castillega occidentalis) was not known to occur
this far north. Pink Mountain represents a considerable range
extension.

Labrador Tea (Ledum palustre ssp decumbens) Was not previously known to
occur as far south as Pink Mountain. This is a considerable range
extension.

Lapland Rosebay (Rhododendron lapponicum) Pink Mountain represents a
considerable range extension to the south.

1. The importance of these range extensions lies in the fact that
the large number demonstrates how little is know about the
plants of northern British Columbia. More study is needed before
development destroys these fragile habitats.

2. Even the dandelions on Pink Mountain are unusual. The Rock
Dandelion (Taraxicum ceratorphorum) is a rare native dandelion
that is plentiful on Pink Mountain.

> Red and Blue-listed Plants:

Alpine Foxtail (iopecurus alpinus) is a grass, red-listed in BC and is in
danger of extirpation from the province. Pink Mountain is its only
know occurrence.

Rusty Wood Rush (Luzuia rufescens) is blue-listed and is only known to
occur in three locations in BC.

Northern Wood Rush (1vzuia confusa) is blue-listed. Pink Mountain
represents a considerable extension to its previously known range.

Little Fescue Grass (Fesiuca minutifiora) is blue-listed, was not previously
know from Pink Mountain; this occurrence represents a large
range extension.

Rock Sedge (Carex rupestris) is blue-listed and not previously known
from Pink Mountain.

Northern Jacob’s Ladder (Polemonium boreale) is blue-listed and is known
from only a few scattered collections in the far north of British
Columbia. On Pink Mountain, it occurs in three small populations.
Most plants grow on the roadsides and are threatened by traffic
and road reconstruction.

Arctic campion (Silene involucrata) is blue-listed. It is known from only
four collections in British Columbia, two of which are from Pink
Mountain. Even on Pink Mountain this species is represented by
only a few widely scattered plants.

Jordal’s Locoweed (0xytropis jordalii ssp. davisii) is blue-listed but occurs in
good numbers on Pink Mountain.

Bird’s Foot Buttercup (Ranunculus pedatificus) is blue-listed and is severely
at risk on Pink Mountain from traffic and road reconstruction.

Elegant Stitchwort (Vinuartia elegans) is blue-listed and not previously
known from Pink Mountain.

Rock-Jasmine (Androsace chamaejasme) is known from only two locations
in British Columbia and was not previously known from Pink
Mountain.

1. Pink Mountain has more listed species than any location

north of Vancouver (Conservation Data Centre information). rPAGE -

2. The above represents currently known information about Pink
Mountain. No definitive survey of species has ever been carried
out; such a study would likely reveal additional species at risk in
British Columbia.

3. The known flora of Pink Mountain consists of 173 species. Virtually
none of these can be considered common.

Action Item - How You Can

Protect Pink Mountain s e cos

As described elsewhere in this newsletter, the rare and fragile
plant community on the 1700 meter plateau of Pink Mountain in
northeast BC is at risk from resource extraction, microwave towers
and a service road. You can help to protect this unique assemblage of
plants and unusual arctic butterflies by asking to have this small area
protected as an Ecological Reserve.

Aeolis Wind, Inc. is proposing to construct a wind farm along the
plateau but their proposal is not yet at the Environmental Assessment
stage so there should be time for them to modify their plans. The
construction of more microwave towers or gas wells could also
threaten these plants and butterflies. There is room on the north end
of the plateau for a wind farm and more microwave towers but they
should not be built on the south end where these red- and blue-
listed plants now thrive. Unfortunately, the existing 98 hectare Pink
Mountain Provincial Park on the steep western slope is in the wrong
place to protect the plants although it does protect a fossil site.

Please write to: The Honorable Murray CGoell, Minister of
Environment, Room 247, Parliament Buildings, Victoria, BC V8V
1X4 or murray.coell.mla@leg.bc.ca and The Honorable Steve
Thomson, Minister of Natural Resource Operations and Minister of
Energy, Room 027, Parliament Buildings, Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4 or
steve.thomson.mla@leg.be.ca.

Please note, now that we have a new Premier, a Cabinet shuffle
may be underway. Thus, please check the government website for
updates to any changes in Cabinet Ministers (www.gov.bc.ca). Note,
their addresses will not change. A sample letter is shown below
(please do not copy word-for-word). Adding more information will
make your letter more personal and effective:

(your address and date)
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Announcements

Saturday, March 12: Metro Vancouver Park volunteers attending
their event in Goquitlam will have an opportunity to join BMN
volunteers, David Mounteney and Elaine Golds, on a walk to
DeBoville Slough. We will introduce people to this wonderful area,
tell the history of its diverted streams and point out its similarities
and differences from Colony Farm Regional Park.

Monday, March 14: Deadline to submit comments on the
modernization of BC’s Water Act. Submit comments to their blog.

Tuesday, March 15 at 7:15 pm: Education-Conservation
Committee meets at Elaine’s.

Friday, March 18: Deadline to submit a nomination for BC’s most
endangered rivers. We discussed this at our EdCon Meeting and felt
that both the Coquitlam and Fraser remained as “worthy” candidates
for such listing. Submit to Mark Angelo, ORC Rivers Chair, mangelo@
beit.ca or Jeremy McCall, ORC Executive Director, outdoorrec@orchc.
ca. For more information, see www.orcbc.ca.

Saturday, March 19 at 9:30 am: BMN and the Colony Farm Park
Associations host public nature walks at Golony Farm with a focus on
great blue herons. This is a great time of the year to enjoy the herons
as they congregate in preparation for the nesting season. We would
appreciate BMN members who could act as assistants for these walks,
i.e., people who can bring up the rear, help to identify birds and explain
a little about Colony Farm and the wildlife it supports. If we get a large
turnout from the public, one leader can have difficulty presenting to 40
people so it’s nice to have “helpers”. Please contact Elaine.

Saturday, March 19: Amsterdam Nurseries in Pitt Meadows has its
annual native plant sale and BMN will attend with a display. Thanks to
Victoria, Carole and Hilary for volunteering for BMN at this event.

Sunday, March 20 at 1 pm: First Tree Walk at Riverview. Join

the Riverview Horticultural Centre Society for a spring tour of
Riverview’s trees. This is an ideal season to view the architectural
structure of the deciduous trees before they come out in full leaf.
Meet on the uphill side of the Henry Esson Young Building. Follow
Holly Drive (the main road) through the site and watch for the signs
(or people) to indicate a turn uphill and right for parking.

For more information, see www.rhcs.org.

Tuesday, March 22: World Water Day

Thursday, March 24 at 7 pm: Friends of DeBoville Slough meeting.
Check their website for location and other details: www.fodbs.org.

Saturday, March 26: Join Larry Cowan and members of Nature
Vancouver for a birding walk at DeBoville Slough and Minnekhada
Park. Contact Larry at Lawrencecowan@shaw.ca or 604-465-1402.

Saturday, March 26: First BMN Hike of the Year! Coquitlam River/
Riverview Lands Loop (see separate listing for details).

Saturday, March 26 at 9:30 am: Photography Seminar with Ron
Long. Held at Reifel Bird Sanctuary. See notice on front page.

Sunday, March 27 at 9:30 am: BMN and the Colony Farm Park
Association host public nature walks at Colony Farm with a focus
on great blue herons. By this time, the herons may be moving to the
mouth of the Coquitlam River and re-occupying their nests at the
heronry. Last year on this walk, we had outstanding views of herons
congregating on the log booms in the Fraser River.

Saturday, April 2: The provincial NDP will apparently be hosting an
environmental forum in Vancouver at which leadership candidates
will present their platforms. Check with local NDP MLA offices for
more information closer to the event.

Contact Diane Thorne’s office at 604-933-2001.

Tuesday, April 12 at 7:30 pm: BMN Monthly Meeting. Guest speaker
will be biologist Christine Bishop who will discuss the amphibians

of BC. At Como Lake United Church, corner of King Albert Ave. and
Marmont Street in Coquitlam.

Saturday,, April 16 from 11 am-3 pm: The Wildlife Rescue
Association of BC will be hosting their 3rd annual Earth Day event

at Burnaby Lake. The Colony Farm Park Association will attend with

a display and (BMN) children’s puzzles. This event is growing in
popularity and can be a great outing for the family. You can be sure
of seeing swallows flying over Burnaby Lake from the Pavillion where
most of the displays will be set up.

First BIVIN Hike of the Year!

Saturday, March 26 Coquitlam River/Riverview Lands Loop

Our first hike of the year will link together three areas BMN
holds dear: the Coquitlam River corridor, the Riverview Lands,
and Colony Farm. Starting from the Patricia Avenue pedestrian
bridge, we will hike down the west side of the river as far as its
confluence with Maple Creek, and then continue south via the
Riverview Lands to Colony Farm. We will return via the east side
of the river. The route is varied and interesting, with surprising
vistas and many opportunities to view wildlife. Roundtrip distance
is approximately 12 km (7.5 mi) with very little change in elevation.
Meet at the corner of Shaughnessy Street and Patricia Avenue in
Port Coquitlam at 9:00 am. Return 3:00 pm. For more information
contact lan (604-939-4039) or Mark (604-552-0727).

Education-Conservation

Repor t By Elaine Golds

Our annual nest box cleaning should be complete by the
time this newsletter is distributed. We really appreciate all the
volunteers who came to clean nest boxes and help record their
use. In general, we seem to have had fairly good use of most
nest boxes. As always, the swallow boxes tend to have a higher
use rate than the chickadee boxes. Maybe, it’s easier for us to
figure out what swallows like — or maybe, there are enough
natural cavities in the local environment for chickadees to find
an appropriate nest site on their own. Regardless, resident birds
are already busy selecting appropriate nest sites even though
nesting will not begin until a little later in the season. | am really
curious to see how the purple martins will respond to Kiyoshi’s
decoys. Using decoys to attract several species of birds that are
committed to colonial nesting seems to be a key factor in getting
them to use new sites. However, the return of purple martins to
Rocky Point Park in Port Moody was accomplished without the
use of decoys — so it will be very interesting to see what happens
at Colony Farm this summer!

Our next volunteer activity will be hosting public nature

walks at Colony Farm with a focus on the great blue herons. In
partnership with the Golony Farm Park Association, we have
hosted these walks for the past two years and have seen a great
deal of interest from the public. We would much appreciate any
help BMN members can offer by assisting with these walks. We
have leaders to guide the walks but, for larger groups, it is can
be helpful to have assistants who can bring up the rear, help to
identify birds and provide some perspective on Colony Farm (as
long as this is done in a manner that does not disturb the



leader or interrupt what he/she is saying). If you can help, please
contact Elaine.

Join Don Gillespie for a
new Riverview Heritage Walk

We have decided to change the focus of the “BMN Backyard
Walks” at Riverview. With the publication of the wonderful history,
“Riverview Hospital, A Legacy of Care and Compassion “, we are
now seeing more interest when visitors tour the site as to where
certain facilities, such as the Boys School or its swimming pool
were located. While some evidence remains of some facilities
—e.g., the wonderful rock wall around the soccer field - few traces
remain of other buildings or garden plots. Don’s tours will focus
on some of these lost features including some of Riverview’s
buried streams. Niall Williams has put together a collection of
historic photos which we will have laminated to be part of Don’s
new tour. The first Natural Heritage Walk will take place on
Sunday, May 1. See you there!

Burke Mountain
Naturalists supports
The Nature Trust of BC
and the Wildlife Rescue

Association

As per our club’s decision to support the Wildlife Rescue
Association and The Nature Trust of BC’s “Heart of the Fraser” with
proceeds of the December silent auction, cheques for $850 were
given to each organization.

We received a letter of thanks from Deborah Kennedy of the Nature
Trust along with a tax receipt. The letter says in part: “Thank you
for this wonderful gift. We are very appreciative of your fundraising
efforts in support of the Heart of the Fraser.”

For more information on The Nature Trust, and more details on the
Heart of the Fraser project, go to http://www.naturetrust.bc.ca

Here is an excerpt from their wehsite describing
the Heart of the Fraser project:

The Nature Trust has acquired a number of key properties in the
Gravel Reach area of the Fraser River between Mission and Hope.
This part of the river is considered one of the most productive
stretches of river in the province and yet habitat loss continues at
an alarming rate. The river supports many species of fish, including
white sturgeon (the largest freshwater fish), pink salmon (the largest
spawning run of salmon in BC), and Pacific eulachon. We are working
to raise $205,000 for the latest acquisition.

The Wildlife Rescue Association of BC is a charitable society that
has been providing leadership in wildlife rehabilitation and promoting
the welfare of wild animals in the urban environment since 1979.
Each year, WRA cares for around 3,000 injured, orphaned, and
pollution-damaged wild animals, and WRA provides public education
and outreach through its wildlife hotline, website, Earth Fest
community festival, summer day camps, and over 100 presentations
and displays throughout the Lower Mainland For information on the
Wildlife Rescue Association, go to hitp://www.wildliferescue.ca

“IModernization” of our
Water Act - Provide Your
Input by March 14

By Elaine Golds

The abundance of water in this part of BC to be one of it many
charms. Water is one of the most fundamental services that nature
provides to us. However much we divert and pollute streams, once
water flows to the oceans and then evaporates into clouds, it is purified
and ready again for human use when it falls back to the land in the form
of rain or snow. Water sustains all life and our survival depends on a
plentiful supply of it.

The provincial government is now in the final stages of consulting
with the public before modernizing our Water Act, first legislated in
1909. Last November, an opinion poll of BC residents indicated 91% of
us felt water was the province’s most precious resource

President lan McArthur presents Liz Thunstrom with a cheque for the Wildlife Rescue
Association from the proceeds of the December silent auction at the February meeting.
photo by V. Otton

while 72% said protection of plants, fish and wildlife
should have priority regarding decisions on water use
even at the risk of slowing economic growth. | hope the
government will have the results of this poll foremost
in mind when drafting new legislation. A new Water Act
must provide a firm foundation for wise decisions on
water use throughout the next few decades.

The new Water Act is proposed to have a number
of policy directions including the protection of stream
health and aquatic environments, the consideration of
water in land use decisions, the introduction of more
flexibility in water allocation and the regulation of
groundwater use. More information is available at www.
livingwatersmart.ca/water-act/ where your input can be
provided to the blog.

The government is proposing to protect stream
health by providing so-called instream flow standards
when water licenses are granted. Maintaining instream
flows at varying levels throughout the year can, to a
large degree, simulate natural conditions and maintain
appropriate conditions for fish and wildlife survival.
Originally, when water licenses were granted years ago, the needs of
fish were generally ignored. While requiring instream flows for fish is
an excellent idea, there is unrelenting pressure from industry




to reduce these flows to a bare minimum. Unfortunately, under the
proposed Water Act, instream flows will be only “guidelines” and

not requirements. This is wrong. The new Water Act should enshrine
instream flows as a requirement and ensure they are adequate to meet
the needs of the all the flora and fauna which depend on streams and
riparian habitat. When battling some of the inappropriate private power
projects on rivers, we have proposals to reduce instream flows reduced
to as little as 5% of the mean annual discharge. Yet industry argues
having adequate flows to sustain salmon would cut too much into their
potential profits.

One of the most important initiatives of the new Water Act will be to
finally regulate groundwater use. This is the hidden water which lies
in aquifers beneath the ground. In the lower Fraser River valley, the
municipalities of Chilliwack and Langley use groundwater as a source
of drinking water even though contamination of this vital resource by
fertilizers and pesticides is a growing concern —to make a bad pun.
Across the province, more than a million people rely on groundwater.
In northeast BC, the increased use of groundwater and disposal of
contaminated “fracking” water by the shale gas industry is now a huge
concern. The new Water Act must provide adequate regulation of
groundwater use and protect it from harmful discharges.

Many people were alarmed when this final round of public
consultation for a new Water Act was initiated in late December
because new language was included in which an explicit reference was
made to the development of water markets. Once water licenses can
be traded as a commaodity instead of regulated by a provincial water
comptroller, there is an immediate tendency for water to move uphill
into the pockets

How to Identify Local Wildlife

Written by Samuel Ward (9 years old/grade 4)

Young Naturalists Club Explorer Day
Sunday, January 30, at Hyde Creek Education Centre

The January Explorer Day for the Burke Mountain Young Naturalists
was on Sunday, January 30th at the Hyde Creek Education Centre and
Hatchery. The speaker was Kiyoshi Takahashi whose talk was called
“How to Identify Local Wildlife.” About 25 people attended.

The speech was about the wildlife in our neighbourhood. He presented
the information by showing a slide show of typical birds, animals and
insects easily seen in this area. The slides were organized by different
groups of animals like birds and mammals. The slides showed pictures
of different animals that he talked about and how to recognize and identify
them. For some slides, he showed extra details for more information, like
showing the angles of how different animals and mostly different birds
could actually see out of their eyes.

One really interesting thing | learned about was the bone structure of
some animals. He showed how hard it is for a human to walk on four
legs with human knee and ankle joints. Lots of animals have the knee
joint going the other way so that they can easily walk on four legs. These
animals cannot walk on two legs because their knees and ankles don’t
work to stand on two legs. Deer and coyote can’t stand on two legs.
Squirrels and mice can stand on 2 legs if they want so they can use their
hands and they can look to see if something is about to attack them.

Another really interesting thing | learned about was how different
animals see on different angles. Some animals have eyes that are on
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current p ractice Young Naturalists Club January Explorer Day at
of granting water Hyde Creek Education Centre and Hatchery with Kiyoshi Takahashi.
licenses for 40 Photo by Amanda Smith

years is wise when climate change could diminish water supplies in
only a couple of decades. A shorter license period would make future
adjustments easier to implement.

| encourage our members to submit their views on the proposed
new water act to the provincial website through its blog
(see above) by Monday, March 14.

the sides of their heads so that they can see in almost all directions. The
animals that have eyes that bulge out of their heads a bit so that they
can see more around and above to see predators about to attack. The
predators’ have eyes that normally don’t bulge out because if they’re a
predator, they don’t always have to see all around them.

| thought it was a very interesting speech and hope everyone else
other than me enjoyed it too. Thank-you to Kiyoshi for such an awesome
speech, and the big thanks to the hatchery for letting us use the facility

and for giving us hot chocolate.
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The BMN Archives - Excerpts
from past March Newsletters

By Anne Holt

March 2000
“We Must Repay Our Green Debt” 8y Robert Bateman

[ am a wildlife painter and a committed naturalist. I've felt
passionately about the environment at least since the 1980s when |
joined a group of artists and others to save the Sitka spruce from the
Carmanah Valley from being logged. ...When | go into the wilderness,
| see evidence that industrial forestry is destroying our ecosystems;
when | sail up the B.C. coast, | see signs that industrial fishing is
wiping out the salmon population. The greatest destroyer of nature is
the industrialization of forestry, fishing and farming —and yet these
sectors receive large subsidies even as they add to the huge debt we
are accumulating with the natural world. It mortgages our children’s
future because it will cost billions of dollars to clean up contaminated
sites, reduce smog and cut back greenhouse-gas emissions that are
changing our climate. But while we are starting to repay our national
debt, our environmental debt continues to grow...

March 2001
“A Big Thanks to Don Gillespie” By Carole Edwards (BMN Treasurer)

As most of you know, every year around Christmas time, the club
sells Western Canada Wilderness Committee’s cards and calendars as
part of our fund raising efforts. What many of you may not know - Don
Gillespie is the one responsible for obtaining and selling these items. It
is he we have to thank for the $361.15 raised last year. Thank you very
much, Don! Your efforts are appreciated.

March 2002
“The Assassin and the Locusts” 5y Dave Schutz

Home is Ranch Park. ... There was almost constant activity in the
yard throughout January, but when | returned from a holiday in early
February the yard was vacant. By sundown that day only a handful of
birds had ventured to the feeders. The next day was equally slow and
| had no idea why, but on the third morning the mystery was solved.
Hiding in the hemlock trees was a mature Cooper’s hawk.

During the following weeks, | saw it attack pine siskins several times
without connecting, but yellow feathers on the ground beneath its
favourite perch were evidence of success. When “Cooper’s” moved
away for a day or more the pine siskins returned in ever increasing
numbers, with 100 or more in the yard at times, chattering so loudly
that one could hear them from well down the street. They were eating
so much that | started thinking of them as a plague of locusts rather
than invited dinner guests. Periodically “Cooper’s” would arrive and all
would be quiet for a day or two until the cycle started again. April 3rd
was the last time | saw this assassin before it migrated elsewhere...

March 2003
“BC’s First Provincial Botanist (John Davidson) and the Botanical
Garden at Essondale” 5y Victoria Otton

...Davidson’s Second Annual Report of the Provincial Botanist (for
the year 1914) contained the following:

It is believed that one of the best ways of “boosting” the climate
of British Columbia would be by the establishment of a large public
Botanical Garden devoted chiefly to the display of native herbs, shrubs
and trees. This...would give visitors from all parts of the world an
opportunity of seeing at a glance the enormous variety of beautiful,
curious, and useful plants indigenous to British Columbia. ...There
are so many different environments between the Coast and the Rocky
Mountains, and between the southern and northern boundaries - each
particular environment supporting a vegetation peculiar to itself - that
the majority of British Columbians are only familiar with the flora of their

own immediate vicinity; many have not even reached that stage.
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March 2004

“Be Sure to Knock: Nest Box Cleaning In Minnekhada Park™
By Caelan Griffiths

...The scratchy canes of salmonberry pose little obstacle, and there
are no blackberry tentacles thankfully. Since this is my first nest box
cleaning, | am eager to climb a ladder to retrieve another owl box. Neil
watches on as | reach for the nest box. This one is a little higher, at
about 14 feet in a cedar tree. It seems to be quite sound. At the last
moment | remember Don’s advice. Knock to see if any creature is home.
| give a staccato rap with my knuckles. Quick as a ferret, (probably
quicker) a Douglas squirrel evicts itself. First nest box surprise! A tag is
quickly applied and we leave the squirrel that looks on from aloft at our
handiwork (indignantly over its shoulder, as squirrels do)....

March 2005

“Education-Conservation Report“ sy Fiaine Golds

“SPR vs. RAR” You might think this is some sort of alphabet game
but it is all about protecting urban streams! Several years ago, under
an initiative started by the then-provincial NDP government, stream
protection regulations (SPR) were announced but not enacted. These
regulations, under the Fish Protection Act, were carefully crafted with
considerable input from stream stewards, urban developers and other
stakeholders. While the regulations weren’t perfect, they did afford a
reasonable degree of protection for urban streams.

However, the Urban Development Institute was not happy with the
SPR and successfully lobbied the newly elected Liberal government
for changes. ... Last summer, the provincial government announced
new Riparian Areas Regulations (RAR). The RAR are much more
complicated and yes, much weaker. Under RAR, stream setbacks are
determined by the developers and their consultants with no input from
the municipality or stream stewards... And, of course, if damage is
done to stream habitat by allowing development too close - is a house
going to be moved after the fact? Hardly!

Winning
photos from|
the Christmas |
Bird Count
Photo Contest

Best People:
The Shoreline team,
by Bruce Branahorst

Best Bird: |
Mallards on the Infet, 1
by Bruce Brandhorst |

Best Overall: | 2"
Frosted Leaves,
by John Saremba




Nature and Feeder Watch

By Rozanne Thomson

On February 12th, | received this message from Dave and Gill
Richardson: “Both this week and last week, on visits to Colony
Farm, we saw a mink playing in the slough between the community
gardens and reserve. The second time we were watching it with a
group of birders from Vancouver who were similarly thrilled.”

| wonder if others have seen these creatures too.

And on February 20th Liz Thunstrom sent this message: “a
couple of interesting items this month: Doug saw and heard Red
wing blackbirds at Como Lake, January 28th. Seemed early to us.
Has anyone else seen any? Today - February 20th, there were 5
flickers in the garden trees; two paired up and sat for at least ten
minutes beak to beak, bobbing and weaving their heads in a kind of
mating ritual. Have never seen this behaviour before; now they are
feeding together on the suet cake! Birds all over today.”

In another sighting from the same day, Victoria Otton wrote: “In
the afternoon of Feb 20th, a bird-related ruckus in the backyard sent
me rushing to the window. | was just in time to watch a sharp-
shinned hawk swoop down on the feeding birds, sending them into
a panic and driving one (a starling, thankfully) into a window. I’d
seen the same thing a few years ago, and then had been amazed
that the hawk was so agile that it caught the stunned bird before
it hit the ground. This time however, the hawk couldn’t repeat its
aerial feat and the starling fell to the ground. The reason it probably
couldn’t catch the falling bird this time is that the three resident
crows were mobbing it during its hunt, and THEY are the ones who
pounced on the starling and started feasting. The hawk stood by,
watching helplessly as his stolen meal was devoured. Who knew
that hawks competed with crows? “

Thanks for your contributions; you are the ones who make this
column newsworthy. Contact me at 604-421-5292,
fax 604-421-5294, or email me at Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca.
Or see me at meetings!

Newsletter New Look

Just before the printing of last month’s newsletter, Kwik
Kopy, our local printer, informed Carole that the paper used for
our newsletter is no longer in production. However, the same
company has another eco-friendly paper for the same price,
which is what we are using now. This new paper is described
as containing “100% post-consumer fibre, is ecologo,
processed chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is
manufactured in Canada using biogas energy”.

Membership Form

Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

Q Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

Q Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year)
(Please include all first names and indicate which are children.)

Q Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive ten monthly newsletters
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a
registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is a
member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists)
BIMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are:

 to promote the enjoyment of nature

* to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of, our environment

* to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas,
particularly local areas

* to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the
natural world

President: lan McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net
VP: Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) egolds@sfu.ca
Past President: Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca

Treasurer & Membership:
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864) caroleedwards@shaw.ca

Recording Secretary:
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511) barb23@gmail.com

Members-at-Large:

Anne Holt (604.936.4108), Candice Archer (604.945.6853), Christina
Saremba (604 945-0318), Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805), Mark
Johnston (604.552.0727) and Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292)

BC Nature Directors:

Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) egolds@sfu.ca
Newsletter Editor:

Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805) BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com
Newsletter Design:

Brigitte Breuer, brigitteb@telus.net

Education/Conservation Committee:

Chair: Elaine Golds, Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton

Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin, lan McArthur, Niall Williams,
Carole Edwards

Nature and Feeder Watch: Rozanne Thomson
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294

Young Naturalists Club:

Noriko Nakaya (604.675.9031) bmnync@gmail.com

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor

Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area DeBoville Slough,
Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough

Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System, by Christine
Hanrahan et al, 1994, 121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992,
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages
available on our website www.bmn.hbc.ca

Address:

City:

Postal Code:

Telephone:

E-mail:

Send your completed membership form to: Burke Mountain Naturalists,
P.0. Box 52540, R.P.0. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4
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