
Raptor Counts by Lee Harding

In an inventory beset by controversy, May 14 marked the fourth 
monthly raptor count at Colony Farm this year. The conundrum is 
the name. Since we count all the birds and mammals we see, some 
wanted to change the name in the interest of accuracy; others 
preferred the continuity of tradition. This matter has yet to be resolved. 
Nevertheless, we enjoy going out once a month, and getting together 
with fellow birders is part of the pleasure.

The only raptor we saw every time was Red-tailed Hawks, usually 
two or three. Another regular that we could have seen more, except 
that we did not want to disturb her, is a nesting Cooper’s hawk. I saw 
the pair mating near a nest on April 7 (not an official Raptor Count day) 

and the Raptor Counters saw her on the nest, possibly incubating, 
on April 16. According to Campbell 1990 “Birds of British Columbia” 
vol. II, April 16 is a little early for Cooper’s Hawks to be incubating, 
as eggs are not supposed to be present before April 27. However, on 
April 17 I photographed a Cooper’s Hawk on another nest (on Burnaby 
Mountain) with a brood patch (a bare patch of skin on her belly), which 
is confirmation of incubation. We saw Bald Eagles on the February and 
March counts, an American Kestrel and a Turkey Vulture in March and 
an Osprey in May. Dave Schutz also recorded a Northern Harrier and a 
Swainson’s Hawk on the May count. 

Among the less common winter birds, we saw a Mourning Dove 
and a Snowy Owl in February (a friend also saw one in the Riverview 
lands, possibly the same one), Northern Shrikes on the March and 

April counts, a Brown Creeper in March, Bewick’s and Pacific Wrens 
were present throughout the winter/early spring, and we first saw 
Marsh Wrens and a Belted Kingfisher in April. Among the migrants, 
Tree Swallows arrived in March, Violet-green in April, and Barn and 
Northern Rough-winged Swallows appeared in May. Band-tailed 
Pigeons, Mountain Bluebirds, and Rufous Hummingbirds, showed up 
in April, while Black-headed Grosbeaks, a Black Swift and a Western 
Kingbird appeared in May. I also saw a Western Meadowlark on April 
7, but not on an official Raptor Count day. Common Yellowthroats were 
the first warblers to arrive in April; in May they were joined by Wilson’s, 
Yellow-rumped, Orange-crowned and Yellow Warblers. Interestingly, 
on May 14 all the Yellow-rumped Warblers we saw were Audubon’s 
until we reached the bird banding station, when we began seeing the 

normally less-common Myrtle variety; and Derek Matthews 
at the banding station reported that about 50% of the ones 
they captured that day were the Myrtle variety. Derek also 
said they had banded a Nashville Warbler that morning. 
American Goldfinches were present all winter, but we 
didn’t see Purple or House Finches until May. The bird data 
have been shared with other groups and are available to 
anyone who is interested.

Among the mammals, coyotes were of course common, 
we saw beavers and eastern grey squirrels occasionally, 
a harbour seal well upriver once, and an American mink in 
February. 

Announcements:
As we move into the summer months, please check the 

BMN website [ http://bmn.bc.ca/ ] for updates on events as 
the next BMN newsletter will not be released until September.

Ongoing until 2012:  The Fraser River Discovery Centre hosts an 
exhibit on the native plants of the Fraser River Basin. 788 Quayside 
Drive in New Westminster. See www.fraserriverdiscovery.org or phone 
604-521-8401 for more information. If you have visitors over the 
summer, a tour of the Quay in New Westminster can be an interesting 
destination.

Every Sunday until Oct 31 from 9 am-1 pm:  The Coquitlam 
Farmer’s Market is back for its 15th  year at the parking lot at 
Dogwood Pavilion (at the corner of Poirier and Winslow) in Coquitlam. 
More information at www.makebakegrow.com.

Wednesday evening, June 15 at Colony Farm. The Annual General 
Meeting of the Colony Farm Park Association will start with a light 
supper around 5:30 pm and lots of time to visit and enjoy the birds 
and gardens before the meeting starts at 7 pm. Guest speaker at the 
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meeting will be Frieda Schade, Manager of Metro Vancouver Parks for 
the Central Area. This informal “fireside chat” with Frieda is an excellent 
time for people to ask questions about the future of Colony Farm (i.e., 
the proposed Sustainability Agricultural Academy, the construction of 
fish channels in old field habitat on the Wilson Farm) and provide your 
input on what you would like to see happen in the future at Colony Farm 
Regional Park. For example, if you want to have plumbed washrooms 
or the heritage buildings restored, this meeting provides a pleasant 
opportunity to raise these topics. Following the meeting, we will tidy 
up and wait until dusk to view and count the bats as they emerge from 
the bunkhouse. People interested in hedgerow maintenance at the 
Community Gardens hope to have some time after the AGM to wander 
over to the hedgerow for an on-site discussion. If you plan to join us for 
the light meal before the AGM, please let Norma or Elaine know so that 
we can ensure a sufficient amount of nutritious food for nibbling. As a 
society, BMN is a member of the CFPA but we also encourage those with 
a special interest in Colony Farm to take out a direct membership in CFPA 
(a bargain at $10, individual; $15 family or group).

June 17-19:  A Bird Monitoring and Banding Workshop hosted by 
the Vancouver Avian Research Centre VARC). Developed for people with 
little or no bird banding or bird in the hand experience, this workshop 
provides an opportunity to see birds up close and personal, learn about 
their plumage/molt sequences/life habits and obtain hands on banding 
and processing skills. This will be the last workshop until the fall. The 
data obtained by VARC has been very helpful in demonstrating the 
significance of the bird habitat at  Colony Farm Regional Park. Register 
online at http://www.birdvancouver.com/workshops.html

Monday, June 20 at 7:15 pm:  BMN Education-Conservation 
Committee meeting at Elaine’s. If sunny, bring a light jacket as we 
may sit outside for as long as the daylight permits. This will be the 
last EdCon meeting until September although we may schedule a joint 
meeting with the Exec over the summer.

Tuesday evening, June 21:  Solstice PoCo Trail Cycle. To welcome 
the first day of summer and to celebrate the longest day of the year 
we would like to offer an evening cycle trip of the PoCo Trail. This is a 
26 km flat route circuit that takes in the Coquitlam River, Colony Farm, 
Fraser River, Pitt River, DeBoville Slough and Hyde Creek. Meet at 
Gates Park (west end of Wilson Ave.) in Port Coquitlam at 6pm. Return 
9:30pm. Please contact Ian (604-939-4039) for more info.

June 24-26:  Doug Charles, BMN member and Liz Thunstrom’s 
husband will be the featured artist at the Coquitlam Art Show this year 
at the Dogwood Pavillion in Coquitlam. A selection of his paintings will 
remain on display in the Dogwood Gallery during July and August

Saturday, June 25 from 9 am-2:30 pm:  Metro Vancouver hosts 
a Sustainability Conference in downtown Vancouver. Free. Register at 
www.metrovancouver.org where more details are available. On behalf 
of BMN, Elaine will attend.

Sunday, June 26 from 1-5 pm:  Midsummer Fete at Colony Farm. 
For the third year (and possibly final), the Public Dreams Society and 
Metro Vancouver Parks will host this delightful artistic event at Colony 
Farm. The Colony Farm Park Association will be there with the BMN 
children’s nature puzzles and the community gardeners will provide 
a composting demonstration. Have an elegant cup of tea in the grand 
tent, enjoy the historical photos of Colony Farm and appreciate Colony 
Farm through a new lens.

Sunday, June 26 at 1 pm:  Join the Riverview Horticultural Centre 
Society for their first linden tree walk of the summer at Riverview 
Hospital. Meet on the uphill side of the Henry Esson Young (HEY) Building. 
Follow Holly Drive, the main road through Riverview and midway,  
watch for the uphill turn on Oak Crescent. The Hey building will  
be on your right. More information at www.rhcs.org.

Thursday, July 7 at 7:30 pm:  Join the Riverview Horticultural 
Centre Society for their second linden tree walk of the summer at 
Riverview Hospital. For meeting place, see June 26. 

Saturday, July 9:  Join Larry Cowan & members of Nature Vancouver 
for a birding tour of Colony Farm. Meet Larry in the parking lot at the end 
of Colony Farm Road at 8:15. am. Contact Larry at 604-465-1402.

Saturday morning, July 9:  Anytime from 9 am on, join the Friends 
of DeBoville Slough for another knotweed removal session. Wear 
appropriate clothing for what could be considerable exposure to the 
sun. Bring ample drinking water and your own gardening gloves. Tools 
provided. Meet at the kiosk close to the intersection of Victoria and 
Cedar Drives in NE Coquitlam. See www.fodbs.org for more info.

Sunday, July 17 at 1 pm:  Join the Riverview Horticultural Centre 
Society for a pleasant summer tree walk. For meeting place and other 
details, see June 26.

Saturday August 6 and Sunday August 7 from 11am- 4 pm:  
Minnekhada Regional Park “Art in the Park”  Enjoy the work of artists, 
jazz, roving performers and other activities. Park in the Quarry Road 
Parking lot and take the short hike to the Lodge or wait for the shuttle 
bus for transportation to the Lodge.

Sunday, August 14 at 1 pm:  Join the Riverview Horticultural Centre 
Society for a pleasant summer tree walk. For meeting place and other 
details, see June 26.

Sunday, August 21 at 1 pm:  Join Don Gillespie and his BMN 
assistants for a fabulous Heritage Landscape Walk through the 
Riverview Hospital site. Learn about the Hospital’s century of mental 
health care and explore its gracious landscaping so reminiscent of a 
grand English country estate.

Tuesday, September 12 at  7:30pm:   BMN Monthly Meeting   Rob 
Butler will be the guest speaker for our September meeting. He will 
speak on either the Muskwa Kechika or the Birds of the Gulf Islands. 
Please remember that the front doors of the church must be locked 
after the meeting starts. If you are late, please come to the side door 
entrance (parking lot side).

Evening Botanizing Walk
Thursday, July 7th at 7 pm, Woodhaven Swamp, Belcarra
By Victoria Otton

Our first botanizing walk was a grand success, even though only 5 
BMN members attended. We had 4 different plant guidebooks among 
us, we spent a few happy hours coursing back and forth under the 
power lines on a section of Burnaby Mountain, trying to identify the 
major plants we encountered. Now, show us a leaf from a vine maple 
and big leaf maple, and we know which is which. (Hint: count the 
lobes). Three types of blackberries in the book?  A trifle! We saw them 
all and know how to tell which is which!  And we want to know more!!

To accomplish this, we plan another club botanizing walk on the 
evening of July 7th, at 7 pm. This time, we’ll wander around Woodhaven 
Swamp, which is located on the road into Belcarra Regional Park. 
Driving directions are as follows: take Ioco Rd on the north side of 
the Inlet to 1st Ave (Ioco Townsite); follow this north until it turns 
into Bedwell Bay Rd running west; enter Belcarra Regional Pk and 
Woodhaven Swamp is about 1 km in the Park on Tum-tumay-wheuton 
Drive; washroom facilities are available adjacent to the parking lot.

Again, there’s no need to pre-register for this walk. Just show up at 
7 pm with whatever guidebooks you own or can borrow. If you want to 
call me for any further details or to arrange carpooling, I can be 
           reached at 604.937.5379 (h) or 778.960.5776 (c).
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BMN Hike: Mosquito  
Creek Cascades By Mark Johnston

While those of us who lead our club’s hikes like to plan our own 
routes, occasionally we pick one out of a guidebook. So after our 
previous hike’s novel route, this month’s (on Saturday, April 30) was 
straight out of Dawn Hanna’s Best Hikes and Walks of Southwestern 
British Columbia. 

	Five of us turned out on a cloudy morning to hike to the seldom-
visited Mosquito Creek Cascades. As Hanna recommends, we started 
from the Grouse Mountain parking lot. We noticed that the door in the 
high chain link fence designed to keep people off the Grouse Grind in 
the winter months was open, so we passed through it to access the 
Baden-Powell Trail heading east. At the present, the Grind and Baden-
Powell trails coincide for a few hundred metres, but, judging by the 
construction equipment outside the fence and a new trail leading north 
inside it, it appears that the two routes may soon be separated. 

	Even after leaving the steep Grind route behind, we continued to 
climb on the Baden-Powell Trail. The Baden-Powell Trail, an ambitious 
Boy Scout/Girl Guide project to mark the province’s centennial in 
1971, stretches 48 km from Horseshoe Bay to Deep Cove. Our portion, 
which has been re-routed a bit lower on the mountain from its original 
alignment, has much to offer. We noted the nicely recovering second-
growth forest, enjoyed a few tree-framed views of Vancouver, and took 
interest in the flood-scoured west and east channels of Mackay Creek. 
According to Hanna, during the big rains in the fall of 1996, Mackay 
became a torrent of water, carving the creekbed down bedrock and 
flooding houses below. 

	We continued on the Baden-Powell Trail to Mosquito Creek, and 
crossed the creek via a very substantial wooden bridge. Hanna reports 
that the flood waters of 1996 washed away an earlier bridge, 

but, curiously, her guidebook, revised in 2006, fails to mention this new 
bridge, though clearly it’s been in place for many years now. Rather, her 
book still advises: “You’ll have to boulder hop across the creek. . . .”  

	Once across the creek, we passed the side trail to an old dam 
(visited on previous club outings) and turned off instead at the next 
junction, onto the old Pipeline Trail. This trail, now deteriorating, 
parallels the old pipeline that once supplied drinking water from 
Kennedy Lake (behind Grouse Mountain) to the city of North Vancouver. 
Although the system was abandoned in the 1980s, remnants of it are 
still visible. As we ascended—quite steeply!—we came upon lengths 
of pipe and a couple of rusting fireplugs, the latter bearing the name 
“Terminal City Ironworks.”  Farther up, we found sections of the trail 
to be fairly rough, but our slower progress meant that we had time to 
appreciate the few surviving old-growth Douglas-fir trees along the 
way. Now high above the creek, we also had one peek-a-boo view 
looking back toward Point Grey. 

	At the point where the Pipeline Trail begins to peter out, we followed 
flagging steeply down to a level spot amid several large cedars. Turning 
right leads to a view up the creek but difficult access. We decided to go 
left and drop down even more steeply to the creek bed. Here we found 
the talked-about cascades, the water funnelling through a narrow, high-
walled passage and out over a couple of tiers of rock into a small basin. 
We made our way ever so carefully to streamside, as the rocks were 
dangerously slick, and settled down to enjoy—as Hanna suggests— 
“a long lunch break.” The air temperature was cool, and we put on 
extra clothing, but from time to time the sun shone through, spotlighting 
the falls and providing welcome warmth. 

	To return we retraced our steps to the bridge and a little beyond. 
Then we followed the power line road back to Grouse. By now the sun 
was out, though clouds still hung along the tops of the mountains. Thus, 
we never realized our hoped-for view of the Lions. Still, we had good 
views looking out over Vancouver and its surrounding waters. As we 
re-crossed Mackay Creek, it was also interesting to note the elaborate 
flood-control dam built just downstream. 

	Back at the parking lot, would-be skiers were waiting an hour and a 
half to take the skyride up Grouse. We were happy to have spent our time 
on the trail and in the woods—a most satisfying early spring outing. 
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BMN Upcoming Hikes
This year, to celebrate the 100th anniversary of BC Parks, we 

will feature a number of hikes in our provincial parks.  We will visit 
parks both local (Pinecone Burke, our June hike) and farther afield 
(Manning), both long-established (Garibaldi, 1920) and relatively 
new (Indian Arm, 1995). Below is a listing of the hikes, giving for 
each, roundtrip distance, elevation gain, and hiking time; complete 
descriptions of the hikes will be posted to our website at  
www.bmn.bc.ca. For further details, including meeting place and  
time, contact Ian (604-939-4039) or Mark (604-552-0727).  

Saturday, July 16:  Diez Vistas Trail 
	 15 km (9.3 mi); 426 m (1398 ft); 7 hrs

Sunday, August 7:  Three Brothers Mountain  
(Manning Park wildflowers) 
	 21 km (13 mi); 480 m (1574 ft); 8 hrs

Saturday, Sept. 10:  Taylor Meadows/Garibaldi Lake Loop 
	 18.5 km (11.5 mi); 920 m (3020 ft); 7.5 hrs

Sunday, October 2:  Lower Seymour Mountain 
	 13-15 km (8.1-9.3 mi); 500 m (1640 ft); 8 hrs

Sunday, October 16:  East Canyon Trail (Golden Ears Park) 
	 18 km (11.2 mi); 210 m (690 ft); 8 hrs

Trail Maintenance on Burke Mountain
If you are interested in helping with trail maintenance on Burke 

Mountain, please contact me and I will keep you informed of when 
there is a trip planned. For more info contact Ian (604-939-4039)
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Education Conservation 
Report By Elaine Golds

Thanks Again to our Awesome Volunteers 
	 In early June, we had some wonderful birding walks at Colony Farm 
with a special focus on the lazuli buntings in partnership with the 
Colony Farm Park Association. These walks, advertised to the public, 
were well attended with about 55 people for the morning walk and 
almost 20 for the afternoon walk (which overlapped with an important 
hockey game). Our wonderful leaders, Dave Schutz, Larry Cowan, 
Al and Jude Grass and assistants (Hilary Maguire, Norma and Don 
Gillespie, Anne Holt) took care to ensure members of the public had a 
pleasant and informative experience. The buntings did not disappoint 
although they proved a little harder to locate in the afternoon when the 
breezes picked up. Al Grass managed to get an outstanding photo of 
a male bunting with the sun, the bird and the background all picture-
perfect. Colony Farm, after weeks of rain looked lovely and lush on a 
beautifully sunny day.

	The International Migratory Bird Day event on May 14 was also 
well attended with a late afternoon walk of over 40 people led by 
Dave plus an additional 20 people who wanted to go birding at 1 pm 
(Liz Thunstrom kindly agreed to take them on a tour). Dave’s group 
unexpectedly saw a late migrating mountain bluebird and were thrilled 
to hear a sora calling from the wetland near the Forensic Institute. 
Norma had about 20 people join her and a fellow community gardener 
for a tour of the community gardens. Christina Johnston did an 
outstanding job of helping children plant a pot of colourful marigolds 
under Norma’s tent. Other events at which BMN members volunteered 
included knotweed removal at DeBoville Slough, trail maintenance on 
Burke Mountain and helping to host our annual guided public hike on 
the Woodland Walk trail. As ever, these events showed how much we 
depend on our upbeat and engaging volunteers who do such a fantastic 
job of introducing people to the delights of nature in our community!  
However, as summer approaches, I know that everyone is looking 
forward to the public events winding down for the summer and having 
more time to enjoy the outdoors with family and friends.

Watershed Planning in Coquitlam and Port Moody 
	 Despite having adopted the weak and ineffective Riparian Areas 
Regulation for determining stream setbacks when areas are developed, 
the City of Coquitlam has really led the way in terms of developing 
storm water management plans for the various watersheds within the 
City. Each time a planning process is initiated for a given watershed, 
the City has hired consultants and brought together a group of 
volunteers who meet on a fairly regular basis to provide input on 
the planning process. The goal of these plans is to ensure stream 
ecosystems remains healthy despite all the negatives impacts of land 
development. If you wish to see what one of these plans look like, the 
completed Hyde Creek Watershed Plan is posted on the City’s website.

	A tentative date has been set in June for the last Open House for 
the Partington Creek watershed plan. Partington Creek flows from 
Burke Mountain and joins Hyde Creek to form DeBoville Slough. I hope 
BMN members will make an attempt to attend this Open House which 
is tentatively scheduled for June 16 (but, given that I have not yet 
seen a final date, this date may have been changed – watch the City’s 
website). Partington Creek is presently one of the healthiest salmon 
streams in the lower mainland so it is going to be a challenge to 
maintain it in its present condition as development on Burke Mountain 
moves east.

	I am really pleased to learn that Port Moody and Coquitlam will 
soon jointly undertake watershed planning in the Chines escarpment. 
The creeks there include South Schoolhouse in Miller Ravine, 

Suterbrook which flows through the Onni development site in Port 
Moody and several smaller streams in between which, for the most 
part, flow through the older historic areas of Port Moody and thus have 
been buried in culverts for many years. BMN has had a long-term 
interest in several of these Creeks. In the 1990s, we fought to keep a 
proposed skytrain line out of Miller Ravine. This battle quickly became 
successful once we were able to get support from Councillors at the 
City of Port Moody. Of course, we still don’t have a rapid public transit 
line to Port Moody and Coquitlam but Miller Ravine remains intact. 
If there are BMN members interested in participating in the public 
planning meetings, please let me know. I have participated in several 
and always have learned much from the various studies undertaken. 

Planning for our Future Electricity Supply 
	 In mid-March on behalf of BMN, I attended a BC Hydro Consultation 
Workshop with regard to meeting future electricity needs in BC and 
subsequently submitted written comments to BC Hydro. Electricity 
production in BC has remained an area of interest to BMN for many 
years. Initially, we were concerned about Burrard Thermal when its 
summer operation caused air pollution and led to additional heating of 
the waters in Burrard Inlet. When Burrard Thermal’s operations were 
curtailed to winter months (the peak period of electricity demand in 
BC) we thought this was a wise move. However, we did not support a 
complete closure of the plant because we felt it fulfilled a useful role 
to be able to boost electricity output for a few weeks in the winter (no 
longer allowed) and remain as an emergency backup at other periods 
(the only function the BC government allows at present).

	In subsequent years, our attention was again turned to electricity 
production when the Upper Pitt and many other rivers in BC were 
threatened by private run-of-river developers. In fact, over the 
past decade, electricity production by BC Hydro has been unwisely 
constrained by provincial energy policies that appear   designed 
solely to given an unfair boost to private energy producers. The recent 
shutting down of Burrard Thermal was one of those policies. To our 
dismay, we learned that run-of-river electricity development was not 
adequately regulated, that they would be environmentally harmful and 
that electricity from such sources is mainly available at the time of the 
year (spring - think snowmelt) when BC Hydro has a surplus supply 
(i.e., overflowing reservoirs).

	Now, a new controversy has arisen – a new dam at Site C on the 
Peace River system in Northeastern  BC. Apparently, this project has 
support in the lower mainland because people here believe we need the 
electricity and this distant location is a great place to get it from. The 
people of the Peace Valley feel differently, of course. They don’t want to 
see more of their valuable agricultural land flooded and feel they have 
already paid the price to provide electricity to others. The reality is also 
that the provincial government really wants to develop new electricity 
sources to support new mines and fossil fuel extraction in NE BC – but 
they are happy to have people believe that our residential electricity 
supply will be imperiled unless we develop new sources. 

	In late 2007, BC Hydro consultants produced a document which 
showed that future electricity needs could easily be met until 2027 by 
simply adopting conservation measures to ensure existing electricity 
was used more efficiently. In addition, allow Burrard Thermal for 
operate for a few weeks in the winter would mean we could easily 
meet peak demands. The provincial government allows BC Hydro to 
purchase electricity from natural gas-fired plants elsewhere in BC 
but does not allow Burrard Thermal to be operated by BC Hydro. Does 
this make any sense (except, possibly to the private operator)?  The 
provincial government has also forced policies on BC Hydro which 
require them to keep their reservoirs more full than needed – this 
artificially boosts the need for electricity purchases from private 

producers. In addition, BC Hydro has the potential of receiving 
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downstream benefits in the form about 4000 GWh of electricity from 
the Columbia because reservoirs in BC store water that is used to 
generate electricity in Washington.

	I submitted about 3 pages of comments to BC Hydro on behalf of 
BMN. If anyone wishes to receive a copy, please email me. BC Hydro 
intends to conduct a final round of public consultation this fall. I 
encourage BMN members to participate in this last chance to provide 
input of how you want BC Hydro to meet future electricity needs.

A Public Boat Dock is needed at the North End of Pitt Lake 
	 In May, I received an anxious phone call from Dan Gerak, the 
operator of the Pitt River Fishing Lodge in the beautiful Upper Pitt 
River Valley. The only way to get access to the Upper Pitt Valley is to 
take a boat (or swim – but not recommended unless your name is Fin 
Donnelly) up Pitt Lake. Once in the Upper Pitt River Valley, the eastern 
side of the valley is served by the main logging road. It is used by about 
a dozen residents plus a few hundred people who come to the Upper 
Pitt every year mainly to enjoy the pristine hot springs on the Upper Pitt 
River 22 km north of the Lake. There is only one problem - getting from 
the (public) Lake to the (public) logging road. To do this, you must dock 
at a decrepit private dock owned by the logging company, Teal-Jones, 
and go through, for a few meters, their service yard which is mainly full 
of junk. It is not exactly a fitting welcome to the spectacular wilderness 
which lies just beyond. 

	Back in the early 1990s, the lack of official public access to the 
Upper Pitt valley was of concern to the Study Team convened to report 
on the feasibility of a new provincial park in the Upper Pitt. Well, we 
got the Park (Pinecone Burke) in 1995 but the issue of public dock 
access was left unresolved. Unfortunately, this is still the case. Since 
2006, Teal-Jones has worked under a month-to-month agreement 
with the provincial government for the dock. Dan had just learned the 
government seemed prepared to grant a 30-year licence to Teal Cedar 
and was concerned about the implications. We now understand that 
the province has drafted a management plan for a dock and public 
access, which is currently being reviewed by Teal Cedar. After that, 
we expect it will be open for public comments. We hope that BMN 
members will participate in this process. Should it happen over the 
summer months, please watch our website for updates.

Metro Vancouver Sustainable Planning and  
Implications for Solid Waste  
	 In May, I attended a number of Metro Vancouver (MV) meetings all 
geared towards keeping Metro Vancouver on a straight and narrow path 
to eventual sustainability. I think. Metro Vancouver has embarked on this 
ambitious path with a number of plans some of which may prove more 
to be hurdles to sustainability than a help, and others which I believe 
have considerable merit. I am looking forward to (unless it is a sunny 
day) attending their Sustainability Conference at the end of June.

	On a more positive note, the provincial government has now 
approved Metro Vancouver’s liquid waste (i.e., sewage, the smelly 
stuff) plan. This was a plan for which I was invited to sit on a Panel 
and provide thoughtful comments. Overall, I think this is a good plan 
but I am very discouraged by its long timelines. I hope we really don’t 
have to wait until 2030 to update the woefully inadequate primary 
sewage treatment plant at Iona which serves the City of Vancouver. By 
that time, it will be approaching 80 years of age and will be long, long 
overdue for replacement and upgrades.

	We still await Ministerial approval of MV’s solid waste plan – a 
controversial plan with a proposed second waste incinerator. It’s 
taking an unusually long time for this provincial OK to come, so I 
have to wonder what is going on behind the scenes. We opposed 
the construction of another incinerator and instead recommended 
increased waste reduction, recycling and re-use programs. 

Locally, the municipalities of Port Moody and Port Coquitlam are 
making great strides with reducing waste this way.

	MV claims another incinerator is sustainable because it can be used 
to generate electricity. Ironically, with the natural gas-fired Burrard 
Thermal Plant now shut down, the Burnaby waste incinerator has 
become the 4th largest stationery source of greenhouse gas emissions 
in the lower mainland (after 2 cement plants and the Chevron refinery). 
The incinerator generates electricity less efficiently than Burrard 
Thermal. If MV were to be required to pay the greenhouse gas tax (as 
is anticipated to happen at some point), it would have to pay about $3 
million per year to operate the plant. These funds would have to come 
from taxpayer’s wallets. Note: the two cement plants and the Chevron 
refinery are also exempt from this tax.

Another incinerator hardly sounds like a sustainable plan to me.

Colony Farm Fish Channel Update 
	 We appreciated Mayor Greg Moore raising concerns about the 
impacts of the proposed fish channels on bird habitat at Colony 
Farm. Because of his concerns, Port Coquitlam has now scheduled a 
public input session on June 9, which will allow people to voice their 
concerns. The City must approve the permits for this project so we will 
have another opportunity to ask for compensation for the loss of old 
field habitat and raise other concerns about the project. Although the 
project has been improved since it was first proposed, we will have 
minimal loss of about 3 hectares of old field habitat (I think it is likely 
to be more) and the birds will be disturbed at Colony Farm during the 
critical time when they prepare for migration in early fall. I also worry 
that further similar projects could be proposed as “add-ons” in other 
old field habitat on the Port Coquitlam side of the River once the new 
tidal gate and pump are in place.

	I have been assured the fish channel work will not start until August 
1 even though industry is only required to avoid disturbing birds 
during the “nesting season” until July 15. This year, with such a cold 
wet spring, I fear the nesting season has been late in starting and 
thus could last until late in August. In fact, data from the Birds of BC 
show the nesting season of many migratory birds to persist until the 
first week of August. We 
will provide an update on 
the outcome of the Port 
Coquitlam meeting in the 
September newsletter.
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Eastern Kingbirds are back at 
Colony Farm.  photo:  H. Maguire

Campion at  
Colony Farm.   

photo:  H. Maguire



Young Naturalists Club  
Explorer Day in May 
The Incredible Bald Eagle  
by David Hancock
My experience with Mr. Hancock.

Mr. Hancock first started talking about his exciting life when he 
was a kid. He amazed me because he caught a hawk when he was 
11. After that he talked about bald eagles and the different stages in 
their development and how they look. He told us what they eat: dead 
animals, salmon and sometimes fast food when bald eagles live in 
cities. Then we learned about the tools bald eagles have to survive.  
For example, they have excellent eyesight, which is 7 to 10 times better 
than ours; they have sharp talons to grab things and large feathers to 
fly and hunt. And last but not least, Mr. Hancock showed us on the live 
camera how adult bald eagles look after their young: they take turns 
in the nest! Finally we learned about the bald eagles’ predators which 
are other bald eagles and men activity like power lines and pollution. I 
learned a lot about bald eagles and I will think of them a different way! 
A big thank you to Mr. Hancock! 		  Constance de Schaetzen (11) 

Nature and Feeder Watch 
By Rozanne Thomson

In spite of the cold wet spring at the time of this writing there are  
still some signs that the season is advancing. 

David Schutz had a real “hoot” on Burnaby Mountain, as he 
describes here: “On May 8 (Mother’s Day) on Burnaby Mountain about 
10am, I heard a Blue Grouse hooting not far from the totem poles. In 
recent years this species was split into two species—Sooty on our side 
of the coastal mountains, and Dusky in the interior, so this was a Sooty 
Grouse. I had heard it several days earlier farther up the hill without 
being able to find it, but this time I got lucky. As I got close to where 
the sound was coming from, a female grouse flew in front of me and 
landed in the hemlock tree from where the male was courting her. He 
was thirty feet or more up the tree, but a few seconds later flew down 
towards me, landing on the cliff side of the chain-link fence only a short 
distance from where I stood. At first we eyed each other through the 
fence and shrubs, but during the next ten or more minutes it moved 
slowly along the fence line into open space where I was able to get 
numerous photos of it as it “strutted its stuff”. This was another of 
what I call once in a lifetime experiences. “

On May 17th, Larry Cowan sent the following: “I did a short reccy at 
Colony Farm for my upcoming Nature Vancouver walk this Saturday 
morning and had a male Lazuli Bunting (LAZB) within 5 minutes of 
my start. It was flying back and forth from the field north of the GVRD 
trailer and the south side of CF Road. Just about right on for its normal 
arrival date from my records. In an hour or so I managed 29 species. 
Lots of Wilson’s Warblers and Golden-crowned Sparrows.”

Hopefully others have seen these as well. I notice in my yard that the 
juncos have finally left; they usually are gone to higher places by the 
end of April but they lingered on at my feeders till the end of May.

Derek Wilson of Port Moody sent this report from the Glenayre 
neighbourhood of Port Moody:  “While walking my dog in Ailsa Park, in 
Port Moody, early one morning in late April, we noticed an unfamiliar, 
large oval gray object near the end of a drainage ditch at some 
playground equipment. As we approached the “object” took flight. It 
was an adult Great Blue heron. Very impressive size bird. 

A few days later while walking in the same small park I noticed a 
sparrow hawk flying between the trees. It had quite distinctive narrow, 
bent wings; and a broad white band at the base of its tail. This raptor’s 
presence might explain why the pair of feral rabbits have disappeared 
recently after living for three years beneath the local Montessori School.“

For those who like to follow local bird sightings on line, there is an 
excellent web site at http://www.birding.bc.ca/regions/vancouver/
index.php. You do not need to take out any membership or sign up, just 
type it in and bookmark it. Click on the Forums to decide which area of 
BC to follow. If you’re going away on a vacation, check this web site out 
to see what is currently hot in town.

This reminds me also of a note I wrote last year. If you are going to 
a specific part of the province for vacation check the back pages of 
the BC Nature publication. There you will find names of natural history 
groups from all over the province, usually with a contact name. Look 
up the location you are going to and find the contact person. Ask them 
if they have any interesting tours or workshops or festivals happening 
during the duration of your visit. 

As this is the last column till fall, let me wish you all the greatest of 
summers and many happy days spent in our great outdoors.

Email: Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca or phone/fax 604-421-5292/94.Young Naturalists and their family members learning about the incredible Bald Eagle from 
Mr. Hancock at the Hyde Creek Watershed Society Education Centre.  We really appreciate 
their kindness for providing such a nice venue for YNC indoor events.    Photo:  N. Nakaya

Photos:  
David Schutz
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Purple Martin Update By Kiyoshi Takahashi

	On May 09 around 9 am, finally six Purple Martin (PUMA) were 
present in Rocky Point, about a week later than past average. 
Counted on this day were five female adults (ASY-After Second Year) 
and one male sub-adult (SY – Second Year.)  Some more martins 
were present on May 13th, for a new total count of 11: 6 ASY female, 
4 ASY male and 1 SY male. It was uncommon to find SY bird in their 
early arrival, but I confirmed it in the two observations above. Then 
on May 20, no martin was found in Rocky Point at about 4 pm. A 
possible reason why they disappeared may be lack of food, as I 
could not see any of their favourite insects like moths, butterflies 
and dragonflies in this time of year in Rocky Point area, possibly due 
to cool and wet weather, and the martins may be away to find better 
feeding locations. 

	As I hope to see PUMA in other areas, I installed total of eight 
martin boxes including two more new boxes in Colony Farm with 
two pairs of martin decoys, and added four more new boxes at 
Stave River estuary site with a pair of decoys. So far no PUMA were 
sighted in those areas as yet. Now a larger number of SY PUMA are 
arriving in Vancouver Island, and hopefully we see more in our areas 
in the near future. Please keep an eye out for martins and let me 
know if you spot them anywhere. 

 

Help is on the Way - an Insect 
Pest for Knotweed?By Elaine Golds

	I have been very impressed with the valiant efforts of the 
Friends of DeBoville Slough as they have worked for several 
years to get the knotweed which grows there under control by 
hand-weeding and avoiding relying on treatment with chemical 
pesticides. However, such weeding would become a tremendous 
chore if required on an ongoing basis for decades to come. The 
best way to control invasive plants is to seek the help of nature 
by identifying an insect pest where the invasive plant grows 
naturally and using it to keep the invasive under control in its new 
surroundings. However, it is also imperative that the insect pest 
used should not have an appetite for other plants. That can make 
the search for the right pest a real quest.

	In Japan, knotweed is apparently kept under control by 168 insect 
species and 40 fungi. This gave the scientists a large number of 
possible candidates to test in England where knotweed is apparently 
such a hugely invasive plant that it grows through concrete 
structures and causes up to $228 million of damage every year.

	Thus, I was much encouraged to read in a recent Science 
journal, that scientists have successfully identified an insect pest, 
a host-specific psyllid (i.e., a plant-louse), that seems to only eat 
knotweed. In Britain, the dietary preferences of this insect have 
been tested on 90 other plant species including a number of 
important crops. Recently, the government gave permission for field 
testing to begin. Depending on these results, testing could begin as 
early as 2012 in Canada and the USA.

	I know that BMN members have been hugely helpful for the 
Friends of DeBoville Slough in their battle against knotweed at 
the Slough. But, isn’t it nice to think that, within a few years, the 
Friends may have a new friend to help them in their knotweed 
battles. Then we can all sit around and drink cold beer while 
listening to them munching.

BMN Archives - Excerpts from 
Previous June Newsletters By Anne Holt 
From June 2000   
“Letter of the Month”  By Elaine Golds 

	 Just say thanks for saving the salmon in the Upper Pitt!  ......
We recommend that you write a letter of thanks to Premier Ujjal 
Dosanjh and Minister of Environment, Joan Sawicki. Your letter 
can be very short and to the point. You might want to identify 
yourself as a member of BMN who has been following this issue 
very closely and is pleased with the decision to protect salmon 
habitat in the Upper Pitt River and to keep gravel mines out of 
the area. If you want to suggest that the Upper Pitt is in need of 
a land management plan - well, that wouldn’t hurt at all! 
From June 2003  
“Ed-Con Report” By Elaine Golds 
	  “Barn Owl Nest in Jeopardy” - Thanks to the fortuitous presence 
of Gil and Dave Richardson below the barn owl nest on the Coquitlam 
River, just as the jackhammers started shaking the bridge, we think 
we have averted a near- disaster. Gil and Dave were birding at 
Colony Farm when they noticed a work crew setting up on the Mary 
Hill Bypass Bridge. They pointed out the presence of the nest to the 
work crew and explained their concerns that the vibrations from 
equipment might dislodge the nest or cause the adults to abandon 
it. Gil then came home to spend the afternoon on the phone trying to 
find some resolution. The supervisor at Mainroad Construction was 
sympathetic to the plight of the young owls and has agreed to move 
the equipment to another work site temporarily. They will return to 
the bridge in 2 to 3 weeks. ....we think this will allow for a sufficient 
time for the owls to fledge. ...... 
From June 2004  
“Ed-Con Report” By Elaine Golds 
	 “Riverview Hospital Site” - ..... A small group of us gathered 
recently to develop our Vision for the Future of Riverview. We want to 
produce a report which will be presented to the Mayor’s Task Force 
on Riverview at their July meeting. ..... Our vision includes assuring a 
continuing role for the care of the mentally ill on site, protecting the 
arboretum and wildlife habitat, enhancing and restoring the streams, 
finding suitable uses for the heritage buildings no longer needed for 
hospital use and developing a botanical garden to complement the 

world-class arboretum. 

Purple Martin boxes with decoys installed at the Colony Farm pond.  Photo:  K. Takahashi
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 Also from June 2004  
“Nature and Feeder Watch”  By Rozanne Thompson 

	 .... Hilary goes on to write about other happenings in the Inlet: 
“One day in mid-April I heard a loud whistly “peep” and looked in the 
water to see a river otter swimming along not far from the shore. I 
see otters here from time to time, but haven’t heard them make that 
sound before. For a good part of April I heard the occasional loon call 
from the inlet - what a privilege to hear that sound!
From June 2006   
“My Trip to the Orphaned Wildlife Rescue”  By Taylor Thomas 

	 .... First, it was an exciting place! It was in a little house. We talked 
about things you can hurt animals with without you knowing that 
you are doing it - like soup cans having sharp edges. Then we had to 
guess which skull belonged to the right animal. After that, we had a 
tour of a little garden. Then after we went into the most exciting place 
- the hospital!  When we were about to go in she said, “No parents 
allowed , just kids”. So we got to go. The place we went in was 
where the injured animals first get checked. After we went to see a 
hurt beaver, and he was so cute. He was in because his feet weren’t 
working properly. So the volunteers gave him medicine and he’ll be 
free in a week or so. He was alive and we were about 3 inches from 
it! It was so cool! I hope we can go back again because it was so fun 
and I learned about wild animals. 
From June 2008  
“Diez Vista Trail” By Mark Johnston 
	 .... But we also moved along quickly because we were excited to 
reach a “newly available” eleventh vista, which one of our number, 
Brent, likes to call “Vista Electra”. Dropping down from the heights 
of the ridge and approaching the old Buntzen Trail, we followed an 
almost inconspicuous side path up and over a rocky rise and out 
through dense trees to a moss-covered rocky bluff. And what a view!  
We could look straight down to the roof of Powerhouse No. 2, across to 
the range of mountains that stretches from Seymour to Howe Sound, 
and had unimpeded views up and down Indian Arm. We also had a 
pretty good look at most of the west side of Buntzen Ridge itself. This 
is a spectacular lookout and probably deserves to be better known. On 
the other hand, it was kind of nice to have it to ourselves!

The DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is Sept. 3rd, 2011.

Wishing  
you a  
great 
summer


