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Upcoming Events

Saturday, September 17 from 11 am-4 pm: The 18th Annual
TreeFest at Riverview. Note the Saturday date this year! As usual, this
event provides a great opportunity to participate in tree tours, visit the
displays of various supportive community groups and learn about the
heritage values of this wonderful site. BMIN will be there with displays,
etc. Displays and departure for tree tours will be set up close to the
HEY building. By this time next year, Riverview Hospital will be closed.
The fate of fabulous Riverview remains very uncertain although we do
expect that TreeFest will continue.

Monday, September 19 at 7:15 pm: BMN Education-Conservation
Meeting at Elaine’s. This date has been changed from its usual Tuesday
so that members can attend the Open House on the proposed expansion
of Port Moody’s all-weather sports field into the Shoreline Park forest.
Tuesday, September 20: The City of Port Moody is hosting an Open
House at Port Moody City Hall in the Galleria to discuss expansion

of their all-weather sports field on Murray Street into the Shoreline
Park forest. Three options have been developed and a number of
“hazardous” trees have been identified for removal. One option would
convert a significant portion of the Shoreline Park forest into a parking
lot. See elsewhere in this newsletter for more info. Comments (due
Sept. 28) can be provided online by visiting the City of Port Moody’s
website where extensive information is also available.

Thursday, September 22 at 7 pm: Friends of DeBoville Slough
regular meeting at Coquitlam’s City Centre Library. Their website
appears to be down so contact their secretary, Carole Edwards (BMN
Treasurer), if you need more info.

Saturday, September 24: Global Action Day for Global Warming.

For more info, see www.350.0rg.

Saturday, September 24 from 9 am - noon (probably): Friends of
DeBoville Slough shoreline cleanup at DeBoville Slough.

Sunday, September 25 from noon to 4 pm. Celebrate BC Rivers Day
at Port Coquitlam’s Rivers and Trails Festival at Peace Park (intersection
of Kebet Way and Coast Meridian) on the banks of the Pitt River. BMN
will be there with displays and children’s puzzles plus host a Nature
Walk along the dike at 1:30 pm. In addition, the Gillespies and others
are doing their annual invasive plant removal from the riparian area

of Riverview Creek on the Riverview Hospital Grounds. If you wish to
participate, contact Norma for more info (604-942-7378).

Thursday, September 29-October 2: BC Nature Fall General Meeting
hosted by the Delta Field Naturalists at the Coast Tsawwassen Inn in
Delta. For details, see www.bcnature.org.

Saturday, October 1 from 9 am-noon. Final knotweed removal for
this year at DeBoville Slough. Volunteers are always appreciated.
Please wear sturdy shoes; bring work gloves and drinking water.
Sunday, October 2 at 1 pm: The Riverview Horticultural Society hosts
their last tree tour of the season on the beautiful Riverview Hospital
grounds. Meet on the uphill side of the HEY Building (Henry Esson
Young). Follow Holly Drive, the main road through Riverview, turn uphill
on Oak Crescent and park on the right.

Tuesday, October 11 at 7:30 pm: BMN Monthly meeting at Como
Lake United Church, corner of Marmont Street and King Albert Avenue
in Coquitlam. Guest speaker will be SFU Professor and BMN member
Dr. John Reynolds on the recent collapse and subsequent bounce-back
of the Fraser sockeye, and the latest from the Cohen Commission. Don’t
forget this is the Tuesday after Thanksgiving weekend so this Tuesday
will “feel” like a Monday!

Tuesday, November 8 at 7:30 pm: BMN monthly meeting. Guest
speaker will be biologist Mike Pearson who will describe the ecology
of the tiny but highly endangered Nooksack Dace, found in some local
streams, and how it helped to achieve a monumental victory for all
endangered species in Canada.

Tuesday, December 13 at 7:30 pm: BMN Annual General
Meeting. lan McArthur will present his year-end slide show on
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our club activities throughout the past year. A new (or, more likely,
recycled) Executive will be elected and Silent Auction will be held.
Remember to check our wehsite for updates on upcoming events!
hitp://bmn.hc.ca/

BIVIN Hike: Woodland Walk Trail

By Mark Johnston

For a number of years we have celebrated the anniversary of the
creation of Pinecone Burke Provincial Park by leading a public hike
along the Woodland Walk trail. This year’s hike—on Saturday, June
11—was our best-attended. By one count there were 56 participants;
we had 53 sign our waiver.

As has become customary, we split into a couple of groups. Don led
the first and larger group (of which | was a part); lan, the second and
smaller party. Skies were cloudy, but the air temperature seemed a bit
warmer than last year. We made our usual stops: first, at a rocky area
beneath the power line with a view across to Eagle Ridge; next, at the
former site of a cabin, where only a few rusting artifacts remain; and
then, by a mammoth cedar stump, which always elicits oohs and ahhs.
Not long after, we reached the old-growth Douglas-fir that marks the
end of the Woodland Walk. Taking an extended break, we admired the
tree, and some descended the steep path beside it to the cascading
falls on Coho Creek.

As on last year’s hike, we extended the Woodland Walk by means
of a rough loop to take in a bluff viewpoint and also magnificent “Saw
Blade Falls.” The falls were in glorious springtime flood, but, given the
drop in temperature at the base, we didn’t linger long.

With such large groups, it’s always a challenge to try to stay at least
somewhat alert to wildlife. Along the power line | heard both Pacific
slope and willow flycatchers. At a number of points | heard a Wilson’s
warbler singing, and on the way back took the time to spot one or two.
It’s such a thrill to catch a glimpse of this golden-coloured bird amid
the bright green spring foliage! Those of us in the first group also saw
a juvenile western toad negotiating a steep, trailside embankment. Its
progress was steady, but its style clumsy. It would tip onto its back,
right itself, then leap forward until losing its balance again.

While our two hiking groups proceeded toward the Woodland Walk’s
endpoint, one of our club members, Elaine, tarried midway to root out
a patch of lamium beginning to take hold. She was able to pull up
enough of the invasive plant to fill about 10 garbage bags, which we, on
our return, transported back down the mountain. This patch will need
further work, and there is another one lower on the mountain which
should be tackled as well.

All'in all, it was a rewarding day. A big thank you to the many club
members who helped make the outing a success!

Don’s group crossing Pritchett Creek.

Saw Blade Falls.
photo: Terry Puls



BN Hike: Lower Eagle Ridge

By Mark Johnston

When | woke up Sunday morning (May 15) and looked out the window,

I saw clouds hanging low and evidence of overnight rainfall. The weather
didn’t look very promising. So | was pleasantly surprised by our turnout of
eight, our largest group this year.

After waiting a few minutes in case there were any latecomers, we
started up the manicured trail on the west side of West Noons Creek.
Then, at the top of the subdivision, we left the groomed trail and began
switchbacking upward on a rougher path. This trail climbs steadily through
a maturing second-growth forest. Here, the Douglas-fir trees, mostly of
similar age, are uniformly spaced and telephone-pole straight; they rise
above a replenishing understory of salal. We saw one tree—now dead,
though its bark is intact—that’s at least a metre thick. Forty-five minutes
from our starting point, we reached the prominent communications tower
at the edge of the main power line right-of-way. We paused at the line-
obstructed viewpoint, but there were no views this morning. After enjoying
a brief respite anyway, we made our way north along the power line, its
pylons obscured by fog.

At the point where we could hear Mossom Creek ahead, we left the
power line and ducked through an all-but-hidden opening in the bush to
emerge on an old skid road. Now on the Mossom Creek trail, we stayed
with this route to gain most of the rest of our elevation. The forest here
is densely treed; not much light gets through. We observed that many
of the hemlocks have been infected by the mistletoe parasite and sport
limbs displaying the familiar witches’-broom pattern. But where light does
shine through, there are patches of green. We were delighted to find a few
trilliums in bloom.

Shortly after our second crossing of Mossom Creek (both crossings on
bridges apparently built by mountain bikers), we came upon a giant, fire-
scarred cedar snag. This tree, heavily burled, measures up to 4 m thick!
We took another break and spent considerable time trying to photograph
the tree. The forest was dark, with mist enwrapping the trees. Up the bank
to the right, a stump with springboard-hole eyes and mouth appeared to
be looking on with a bemused grin.

After a third crossing (over what | believe to be a tributary), we came
to an important junction. A metallic sign, which directs mountain bikers
coming downslope to go left, asks, NEED MORE THERAPY? Straight ahead
is the steep upper portion of the bike trail Massage Therapy. As the latter
trail is the shortest way to the top, we elected to go up it. For some time,
we had been hearing the varied thrush’s haunting notes; as we continued
to rise, | finally caught sight of one or two of these birds on a rock up ahead.
The birds weren't still for long, flying up to tree limbs and then off into the
murky depths. Near the top we took the time to study the sculptural “sign”
that introduces the trail. The “sign,” also metallic, is really two signs: one
hanging from a crosshar attached to a tree trunk; the other affixed to the
trunk at the point where the crossbar attaches. The one hanging is picture-
frame-like and bears the words MASSAGE and THERAPY across its top and
bottom parts, respectively. The one affixed is a three-dimensional nuts-and-
bolts sculpture depicting a female therapist attending to a male patient who
is reclining on a couch or bed. Very creative!

Coming at last to the crest, we walked a few tens of metres along a
side path to what | had discovered—on an exploratory walk a couple of
days before—is an outstanding viewpoint overlooking much of the Fraser
Valley. Alas, on this day we were met by a wall of grey cloud. Besides
that, it was raining lightly. We retreated into the woods to eat our lunch.
Throughout our lunch we could hear the male blue grouse’s persistent
mating call: that distinctive, low, muffled, repetitive booming. Toward the
end of our lunch, I noticed that the sky seemed to be lightening up. So
after we finished eating, we trundled back out to the viewpoint and were
amazed to see that the clouds had lifted somewhat. We could look across
to Cypress Mountain and beyond it to Burke Ridge. Peeking over
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Burke were the snowy tops of Golden Ears, Edge Peak, and Blanshard
Needle. Meanwhile, the valley was blanketed with low cloud and fog, but it
appeared farther east that there were some breaks in the cover. Looking up,
we could see the disk of the sun, veiled behind a thin layer of high cloud.

Leaving the viewpoint, we walked a snow-covered side road out to the
Cypress main line. When | had discovered the bluff viewpoint a couple
of days before, | had observed a coyote in the bush down below. As if to
provide confirmation that coyotes are in the area, as we walked the side
road, | found fresh coyote scat in the snow. On the main line we found
evidence of other mammal activity: in this case, a beaver-chewed tree, still
standing, but well-gnawed three quarters of the way around.

To proceed further toward our planned destination of Cypress Lake,
we were going to have to walk in fairly deep snow, but after some
deliberation decided to continue. Two days ago, trudging through what
had been very soft snow had been difficult, and only partially mitigated

by stepping in a bear’s §p R el
paw prints. But today i iy B8 A ‘

the snow was harder,
more compressed, and [
walking, somewhat §
easier. Halfway along
the right-hand branch
road, we paused to N
admire and photograph eSS
a stream of water =
rooster-tailing off the
top of a sheer cliff and
plunging down onto
broken rock at the base.
Then we pushed on up
the last bit of uphill and
reached the lake, which §§
was still under ice and
snow, though beginning
to thaw at its outlet. We
spent a quarter hour or
so at the lake. The clouds

were high and we could see the tree-
covered slopes of upper Eagle Ridge.

On our descent we stayed mostly
within earshot of Noons Creek. At first
we followed the main line down, then
we utilized the mountain bike trails Four
Lost Souls and the Dentist. Near the start
of the Dentist, we made a short side-trip to see a
spectacular falls of which | only became aware last
year. After falling in one or two small cascades, its waters plunge 10-15 m
onto a shelf in a rock-walled gorge and then another 5 m or so into a lower
pool. Flattening out for a short stretch, they then make a final drop of 2-3
m. After photographing the falls from a higher point, we bushwhacked
down to the bottom of the lowest drop for another perspective. This lower
view gave us a greater appreciation of the narrowness of the gorge, which
is bridged in places by deadfall. Back on the trail, we crossed the creek
below the braided cascade we had visited last year, and then left the
Dentist altogether, following a nondescript path down through bare forest.
In the low light this section of forest had an eerie appearance. The trees
are closely-spaced, and the witches’-broom looked like so many grasping
claws. At the bottom it was good to reengage the creek waters and let the
negative ions wash over us.

While it’s always nice to have a sunny day, our experience proved
once again the value of getting out in other types of weather as well. As a
former colleague of mine told me: given one’s dressed for the elements,
he’s never had a bad day outdoors!

A mammoth
fire-scarred
cedar snag.

Noons Creek flowing out
of Cypress Lake.
photos: Terry Puls



Purple Martin Summary 2011
By Kiyoshi Takahashi

After rather upsetting number of returning PUMA in last few years
due to results of poor weather here in BC coast or elsewhere, we had a
good return this year, at least better than my expectation. Following is a
summary of nesting in Lower Mainland sites in 2011. Despite hope, we
did not have any nesting pairs elsewhere, e.g., Colony Farm or Stave
River Estuary sites this year. Due to unsettled earlier season, planning
of timing of banding operation was hard and there was also some
difficulty in arranging enough crews, only repeat of banding was done
in lona Island only, leaving a few unbanded, young birds in some boxes.
Returned number in Vancouver Island is somewhat lower, 70-80% of
better years.

Rocky Point, Port Moody 18 boxes, 65 banded, 17 not banded
lona Island, Richmond 19 boxes, 63 banded, 14 not banded
Blackie Spit, White Rock 11 boxes, 26 banded, 17 not banded

Nonetheless, the recovery of the PUMA were excellent, nearly as
good as the past good years from 2004 - 2008. Following is a brief
summary of past data from 1996 to present. More details are available
if needed. | checked other sites in Fraser Valley between late July and
end of August for three times without any confirmed results, except
that on August 16, | heard a couple of their familiar chirps at the
Nicomen Slough site but was unable to spot them. Nicomen Slough is
the site where a pair of martin nested in 2007 for the first time on fresh
water site in BC.

Following is the data since our first nested between 1996 and
present. The number in brackets is the number of nestlings banded
in each year. Please note that birds either too young or dead were not
included in this data:

1996 1 4) 2001 2 (Y] 2006 18 (69)
1997 2 (9 2002 3 (9 2007 27 (71)
1998 2 (7 2003 6 (17) 2008 7 (24)
1999 2 ? 2004 15 (70) 2009 7 (31)
2000 2 (7 2005 11 (29) 2010 7 (29
2011 16 (69)
Purple Martin
nestlings at Rocky

Point in Port Moody.
photo: Tom Middleton

Kiyoshi was assisted
by his daughter, Nina,
banding at Rocky
Point this year.
photo: Ruth Foster

Education Conservation Report

By Elaine Golds

Summer was off to such a slow start this year that it’s not, perhaps,
surprising how quickly our few sunny days have passed. Nesting for
many bird species appeared to have been delayed due to inclement
spring weather. | was alarmed to see far fewer black-headed
grosbeaks visit my feeder this summer. Nonetheless, the break from
(some) meetings and (some) deadlines was most refreshing. My
favorite summer day was spent helping to band juvenile purple martins
on Rod MacVicar’s boat with a terrific group of volunteers. | hope all our
members had a wonderful summer and are re-energized for another
busy fall. In addition to all the regular upcoming events, we will also
have municipal elections in November which will likely add a few more
meetings we should attend to learn about the candidates.

Fate of Riverview Hospital Hangs in the Balance

In August, Don Gillespie, with help from Ron Simpson, led another
very successful BMN heritage landscape walk at Riverview with about
40 members of the public attending. It is heartening to see such strong
interest from the public in Riverview’s history and heritage. Riverview
Hospital is now in its final year of operation with all patients expected
to be transferred out by June 2012 and the last of the staff to vacate
the premises a few months after that. It is very sad to see this great
facility closing its doors at a time where there appears to be an urgent
need for more mental health care services.

The provincial government has promised to undertake heritage
conservation planning for the site. We expect the public phase of
process to begin this January with completion in about a year. Please
note, his process will only identify the heritage value of the site and
not define what its future uses should be. It is our understanding that,
for an interim period, the province will be looking for short term uses
for some of the buildings. We can only hope that some of those short
term uses might grow into appropriate long-term ones. Only one thing
seems certain and that is that the movie industry will continue to be a
major user of the Riverview site.

Several BMN members have been working very hard to keep
Finnie’s Garden at Riverview a delightful and restorative place for
patients, families and other visitors. | hope everyone will take some
time during TreeFest to tour Finnie’s Garden to appreciate their
exceptional gardening talents and dedicated volunteer labour!

Frustratingly, the summer did not pass without a couple of
surprising deadlines and public consultations. Even June was a busy
month with deadlines for comments on the Metro Vancouver’s draft
air quality plan and the proposed Raven Coal Mine on Vancouver
Island plus the final wrap-up for the fish channel work at Colony
Farm (see below). Then, to my astonishment, both the province and
Metro Vancouver initiated public consultation in July with deadlines
for comments before September. Thus, | dashed off comments for
BMN on Metro Vancouver’s flawed and not very inspiring plan for
Ecological Health and the province’s final call for comments on a plan
for species at risk.

| also attended a tar-sands tanker demonstration in Burnaby hosted
by the Wilderness Committee, Council of Canadians and others.
Increased shipments of oil derived from the tar sands is already
happening on Burrard Inlet and is likely to increase in the future. | recall
one of our members who spends a lot of time on the waters of Burrard
Inlet saying the cleanup after the relatively small Kinder Morgan spill
of a few years ago left quite a bit to be desired. Clearly, a major oil
spill on Burrard Inlet would be extremely damaging to the ecosystem.
Shipping tar sand-derived oil through local ports really brings home the
conundrum of producing the oil society appears to need but the huge
ecological consequences associated with its production in terms of

greenhouse gas emissions, water pollution, etc.
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Colony Farm - Park or Battlefield?

In June, when Port Coquitlam’s Smart Growth Committee invited
comments from the public, we had one last opportunity to voice our
concerns about the impacts fish channel construction would have by the
elimination of several acres of old field habitat at Colony Farm Regional
Park. | was really impressed by the excellent comments | heard from
some of our members. Dave Schutz , John Saremba and Lee Harding,
all qualified professionals, provided sound reasons why the proposed
project would not have net ecosystem benefits. Others, including Mike
Griffin and myself also spoke at the public input session. Sadly, our
comments seemed to make little difference as Metro Vancouver had
already decided consulting with Port Coquitlam was little more than
a courtesy and the project would be going to go ahead regardless. In
mid July, | took one last and lovely walk around these fields on the Port
Coquitlam side of the River so that | can remember what they looked like.
Since construction began, | have not had the heart to return.

Just when we thought we exhausted our efforts to speak out against
destroying old field habitat to create fish channels, yet another project
for Colony Farm is re-rearing its controversial head. This is the so-called
“sustainability plan” for Colony Farm which calls for commercial and
institutional use of agricultural fields at Colony Farm and expansion of
agricultural activities into the fields on the Port Coquitlam side of the
River. This plan was drafted during a 3 day workshop by a group of land
use planners and agricultural expects with virtually no input from park
users. We have been told that this plan is now being fast-tracked for
approval although public input has never been sought. | will find out
more about the approval process and opportunities for public input when
| attend a Colony Farm Park Association meeting in early September.
Nonetheless, given the farcical attempt to consult with the public over
their Ecological Health Plan, | do not have great expectations Metro
Vancouver really cares what park-users and members of the public have
to say about the real values of Colony Farm Regional Park.

How many years have we been waiting for basic park facilities such
as washrooms and restoration of the trail along the Coquitlam River to
Pitt River Road? How many years have we been waiting for permission
to proceed with restoration of the two heritage buildings? Given the huge
demand for gardening spaces in the Community Gardens, why is Metro
Vancouver not working to establish similar gardens or allotment plots
in the other agricultural fields at Colony Farm? Whose park is it after
all? Frankly, Colony Farm doesn’t even feel much like a park anymore
— it seems to have become a land use planners’ fantasy with most of
the valuable old field habitat now under a licence of occupation by the
Corporation building the Port Mann Bridge and the rest of the park up for
grabs by various commercial growers and institutions.

A Deal for Housing & a Park on Port Moody’s Heritage Mountain
During the spring and summer we had a number of meetings with
staff from Parklane Homes to see if we could reach some agreement
about future development on Heritage Mountain. Joining us at these
meetings were volunteers from the Port Moody Ecological Society
and Mossom Creek Hatchery. In late August, we were able to reach
an agreement that will go to public hearing on October 11. There
are a number of key elements in this agreement. First, this 26 home
subdivision will be the last housing built on Heritage Mountain. In
addition to approving housing on a 3.7 hectare site, Parklane has agreed
to dedicate their remaining land of almost 15 hectares as park. This
forested slope (which includes a riparian area along West Noons Creek)
is also laced with a number of hiking and mountain bike trails so | hope
local residents will be delighted to learn this area will remain forested
and become protected as park. This site has trails in it which lead up to
the microwave tower on Heritage Mountain and connect with trails along
the gas pipeline above existing housing.

On the piece of land to be developed, Parklane will be taking a
number of measures to ensure the rainfall replenishment to two r
PA

West Noons and Noons Creek tributaries will remain similar to pre-
development flows. This will be accomplished by providing infiltration
retention facilities at the rear of each yard to which roof runoff will be
directed plus diversion pipes to direct road and driveway flows back to
the tributaries instead of downstream. Pervious materials will be required
for any patios. In addition, a strip along the rear of each backyard will be
planted with native vegetation to enhance wildlife values and provide

a good transition to the forest. Residents will be prohibited from using
invasive plant species in their yards or planting fruit trees that would
attract bears. In general, | think this is a good plan that will retain existing
flows in these tributaries plus add new park land in an area already well-
used for recreation. | hope everyone will agree this is good news. BMN
has been asked to provide a letter stating our support for the plan.

Soccer Fields or Forests — Why Must We Choose?

Alas, it is not just good news in Port Moody. The City is considering
expanding and upgrading their all-weather gravel sports field along
Murray Street adjacent to the Shoreline Park. | have no problem with the
proposed upgrade to an artificial turf field. However, all three options
require an expansion of sports facilities into the Shoreline Park forest
with concomitant tree removal. There are three options with increasing
infringement into the Shoreline Park. Option A will mostly stay within
existing boundaries but remove 1700 square meters from the forest.
Option B, which is similar but includes more parking, would remove
3400 square meters of forest. Option C, by far the worst, would create
an intersection on the west side of Murray at Klahanie Drive, obliterate
a significant portion of the forest to create a large parking lot and create
two sports fields instead of one. It would more than double the size of
the existing field and associated facilities by eliminating 13540 square
meters of the Shoreline Park forest.

I really hit the roof when | saw these proposals advertised as merely
as “improvements to Inlet Park” with no mention of forest encroachment.
What a great way to ensure only the sports-minded people will show up
at the meeting to comment if the impression is made this is only about
improving the field! (It is my understanding the wording has now been
somewhat altered.) All the information about the 3 options is posted
to Port Moody’s website where you can also submit comments until
September 28. | do encourage BMN members who value the Shoreline
Park to provide their input regardless of whether they are residents of
Port Moody or not.

Since all of these options would require funds to construct and the City
of Port Moody apparently has none, the City is proposing tax increases
to cover the costs of the improvements. The first and second options
would raise taxes by about $16 while the third option would raise them
by $25. Given that the City recently held a referendum about building a
new fire hall and then ignored the results of the referendum and decided
to do exactly what voters told them not to (i.e., allow private development
in the form of a high rise tower on the existing fire hall site), | remain to
be convinced that the present Mayor and some members of Council will
pay serious attention to public input. However, with an election coming,
we can only hope those who serve on the new Council will pay closer
attention to the wishes of the public. We need to ensure the new Council
understands how people feel about our precious Shoreline Park. Thus, it
is very important for everyone who values the Shoreline Park to provide
input by Sept 28. Our EdCon meeting has been changed to a Monday
night so that our members can attend this Open House instead.

The City also carried out an assessment of some of the trees in this
general area around the Inlet Park field. To my dismay, their consultants
identified twenty significant trees ranging in height from 10-36 meters
(including four which are 30 meters or higher) which they consider
to be hazardous and have recommended for removal. This stand of
mature trees is one of few along the shores of Burrard Inlet and contains
a number of tall and, probably, relatively old trees although no age

Gm assessment was performed. | would hate to see any of these trees



removed — all of which were sufficiently strong to remain standing after
the 2006 Stanley Park windstorm which did take some trees down in this
area of the Shoreline Park. ‘ 2

In their report, the consultants appear to think
these trees are second- and third-growth. However,
I have walked through this area and noted a lack
of cedar stumps from the original harvest as would
expected in a second-growth forest. We know there
was a huge landslide originating from the Thermal
Drive area (the missing keyhole in the Chines
is obvious on maps) and we know there was a
magnitude 9 earthquake here on January 26, 1700
(based on Japanese records of the tsunami which
arrived on their shores). | have often wondered
if that earthquake triggered the Thermal Drive
landslide and filled in part of the shoreline around
the end of Burrard Inlet. | recall Doug Bennie telling
me, on the IPSCO site (now Klahanie) where he
once worked, evidence had been found of giant
cedar stumps buried just below the surface. If
an earthquake in 1700 caused a landslide here
and filled in part of the shoreline, it could take
many decades for a coniferous forest to establish
following a transition from a mud-filled slide area
to meadow and then to an alder/cottonwood forest. Given that western
hemlock only grows up in the shade of other trees, hundred or so year
old hemlocks can be indicative of a much older forest. Consistent with
this hypothesis is the absence of streams in this area. Slaughterhouse
Creek is a major drainage to the west and Suterbrook is a major drainage
to the west. However, this area of the Shoreline Park has only seeps
with no well-defined drainage. This also suggests to me that the land
here could be of relatively recent origin because well-defined drainage
patterns typically take some time to establish (unless blasted through by
some catastrophic event). | would like to see some of the taller trees aged
before any decisions are made to eliminate them...the poor drainage and
heavy clay soils can make for poor growing conditions so the trees here
might be older than we think. We could be destroying a rare forest along
the shores of Burrard Inlet to create yet another parking lot.
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Nature Feedel‘ wa.tCh By Hilary Maguire

Editor’s note: We have lost our long-time Nature Feeder Watch
compiler, Rozanne Thomson. She has moved to the Sunshine Coast!
She reports that her new locale is peaceful and has lots to offer by way
of scenery and activities. We wish her the very best in her new life and
thank her for her years of contributing to the BMN newsletter.

We are looking for someone who would like to take over the column
for Rozanne, which would involve receiving contributions of sightings
from members by phone or email, compiling them into a column every
month, and emailing that column to the newsletter editor. If you are
interested, please contact Hilary Maguire at burkemtnnats@gmail.com
or any other member of the executive.

On September 3 Elaine Golds reported: “I thought my (few) black-
headed grosheaks had all left last week. To my surprise, | just noticed
a male feeding a young female, This is not only the latest | have seen
grosbeaks in my yard, but to see feeding of juveniles going on so late
again indicates this was a very late nesting season this year. Let’s
hope the warm weather lasts a bit so these birds can mature in time
to migrate.| am bringing my feeders take every evening, fairly early,
because | don’t want to provide food for bears so | am only a part time
source of food right now for the young birds. (And, of course, | don’t get
them back up at the crack of dawn, either.)”

John and Christina Saremba have been out and about in their
area this summer. On September 1, Christina reported that “John
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and | saw three trumpeter swans on the Pitt River, near the mouth of the
DeBoville Slough Thursday night while we were riding our bikes along
the dyke. I believe that these are likely the same
pair of swans we saw last winter in the DeBoville
Slough who were residing near the marina for a few
months and have returned with their chick(?) after
being away for the summer.”

Back on July 16, Christina reported that “John
and | were cycling on Wednesday night on the
Minnekada side of the DeBoville Slough. As we
were about 800m from the Cedar and Victoria exit
we spotted a bear in the tall grasses in the slough.
On Friday night, John saw her again coming up from
the slough onto the trail, across from the Marina,
and was able to get a photo of the bear (he had his
zoom lens so was well away from her). She looks
like she may be nursing and likely has a den nearby
so she is hanging around the slough. That same
evening while | was running on the trail behind the
Hyde Creek Rec Centre, | saw a small bear in the
rear parking lot munching on salmon berries. There
appears to be plenty of bear activity in the area.”

After several more sightings around DeBoville,
John Saremba expressed concern about potential
conflicts between bear and people and dogs on the dykes and
roadways there: “It occurred to me that it could be just a matter of time
before the bears are disturbed, particularly by dogs off leash in the
area, particularly in the area just north of the end of Devon road. People
like to let their dogs play in the water in this area of Deboville Slough.”
| - Hilary - share his concern about a conflict, having witnessed the
number of people, many with off-leash dogs, using DeBoville Slough
and the gated end of Oliver Road along with the foraging bears, many
of whom have cubs.

For many summers, | — Hilary — have enjoyed the nightly display of
Common Nighthawks in the Belcarra/Sasamat and loco areas of our
north shore. These are all good places to observe the dramatic diving
displays of the breeding season. These birds are in serious decline and
itis a relief to see them return - albeit in small numbers - every year.
This summer | discovered that the parking lot above the loco Boat Club
is a great place to watch
nighthawks feeding on
insects, illuminated by
the boat club lighting.

The lighting makes the
birds look white, with
silver eyes and wing
patches — very dramatic
- and it’s easy see if they
catch their prey as they
whiz around. It is quite a
sight, for birders and
non-birders alike! On
several occasions |
observed a minimum

of 6 birds circling over the
boat club dock for up to
45 minutes after dark.
Each night the show
ended after about

45 minutes.

t was spotted at the

of Belcarra Park during
lists botany walk there
e overhanging the path,
(?) was inadvertently
d two vireo eggs and a
to: Ruth Foster

ne of Rozanne’s new neighbours.
photo: Rozanne Thomson

Mother bear crossing
DeBoville dyke. photo:
John Saremba |-




YNC Explorer Day
in June 2011

Sunday May 29th, 2011 10:00 - 11:30
- Honeyland Canada

On May 29 (Sunday), we went to Honeyland, the home
of Dr.Bee. First, a girl named Shelby told us about bees
using a power point presentation. She talked about the
queen bee, the male and female bees. A queen bee
can lay up to 2000 eggs per day during the summer. |
learned about larva, which is what the bears eat. After
that, we went to see the beehives. Shelby was wearing
a beekeeper uniform. She took out the roof of the
beehive and showed us the queen bee, the worker bees
and the drone bees. It was amazing! Then we made
candles out of beeswax. It was a lot of fun! At the end,
we came back to the little store where we tasted some
different kind of honey.

By: Eileen Duret 9 years old (grade 3)

BMN Archives -
Excerpts from Previous

Sept. Newsletters syame o

From September 1989

“Editorial® by christine Hanrahan

Summer is always a busy time but hopefully most of you were able to
get out and explore the outdoors, perhaps to discover some new and
interesting places. We’d love to hear about any areas you explored;
perhaps we can arrange a club outing to them.

Your club has been busy this summer too, as those of you who have
seen the local papers know. Several issues arose which demanded
attention but the most pressing has been that of DeBoville Slough.
Thanks to all of you who wrote letters, and persuaded others to write
as well, to Coquitlam Council urging that hunting not be allowed in
private lands north of DeBoville dyke. .......

From September 1990

“Editorial”® By christine Hanrahan

There are 3 major conservation issues occupying us right now in this
area: Eagle Mountain, Burke Mountain and Colony Farm. Those of

you who read in the local papers that Eagle Mountain. was safe from
logging, and rejoiced, will be saddened to find out that this is not so. As
far as the Forestry Service is concerned Eagle Mountain is still slated
to be logged sometime in the next 5 years. Burke Mountain. is still not
a park despite all maps of the area showing it as such. Genstar seems
1o be getting itchy fingers and threatens to log their portion of it. And
then there is the proposed golf course on Quarry Road which could
effectively cut access to Burke Mountain from that side. As for Colony
Farm we still don’t know what, if anything is going on, but we are in
the process of trying to find out. As always the threats come from golf
courses and racetracks (with hotels!!).

From September 1991

“On the Wild Side” By Susan Norie
| was privileged to be a guest on a field trip with my husband Jack’s
graduating class of Fish, Wildlife and Recreation students from BCIT.
The destination was Uclulet, and the agenda was whale watching. . . .
On this trip | learned what was meant by a “baleen” whale. | knew the
whales fed on tiny ocean critters but | never realized they couldn’t also
ingest the sea water. This is how it works. Baleen looks something like
the sweeping end of a corn broom. The whale’s upper jaw is lined with
rows of this baleen “broom”. When the whale feeds, it opens its
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Group photo with Shelby in a white beekeeping protective suit at Honeyland Canada.
( http://www.honeylandcanada.com/) photo: N. Nakaya

huge mouth, collecting whatever fish are in its path. The whale then
closes down the upper jaw and seals the baleen against the lower jaw.
The seawater is expelled out of the mouth through the baleen, trapping
the goodies inside the mouth. ......

From September 1993

“Summer in Naramata” By Lori Austin

... The first surprise came at a stop in Manning Park during the drive up
to the Okanagan. Many of you have probably seen the numerous ground
squirrels that live in the picnic area near the Manning Park Lodge. They
can be seen near their holes begging for lunch leftovers. This particular
time we were watching several squirrels feeding alongside a flock of
starlings. There were several young starlings, which though at the flying
stage, were still being fed by their parents and would obediently remain
in position on the ground calling intermittently. Suddenly, a loud warning
squawk was heard behind a tree and all the starlings took flight. My
daughter called out for me to come quickly. She had just seen a baby
starling grabbed by a pair of claws and pulled down a ground squirrel’s
hole. | got there just in time to see one black wing disappearing into the
hole. We were quite dismayed to think that those cute little squirrels
could act in such a manner!

From September 1994

“Gonservation Committee Report” 8y Fiaine Golds

“GVRD Water Quality and Watershed Logging “

Since our last newsletter in June, we have clearly won the issue of no
addition of chloramine to our drinking water. At least, that’s one toxic
chemical that the fish in our urban streams won’t have to deal with!
Much credit should go to all the BMN members who took the time to
come out to the public meetings - your efforts really helped to win the
battle! The Water Committee has promised to examine ozone treatment
and also wants to study the use of water meters. .......

We learned at the July meeting of the Water Committee that more
cutblocks are planned for logging in the Seymour Demonstration
Forest. Strangely enough, staff at the Water District claimed not to
know where these three proposed cutblocks are located even though
they have already been measured in size! These cutblocks raise the
issue of what exactly the Seymour Demonstation Forest is being used
to demonstrate - the value of old-growth forests in providing good
quality water or how to cut trees down? We will continue to
follow these issues.



Barn Owls Return to Colony

Farm By Kiyoshi Takahashi

Barn Owls returned to the nest box at Colony Farm this year and
successfully fledged one chick, in spite of nesting rather late in the
season. This is the second time the nest box has been used since | built
itin 1996. In May 2009, only one owlet fledged successfully.

I spotted 3 eggs in the box (located on an inside wall of a storage
shed) on May 30. Simon found a total of six eggs on June 13, when
the parents started incubation. We left the box undisturbed as much as
possible and when | returned to box on June 15, | spotted two owlets,
just a few days old. Returning on July 26, | found that only one owlet
had survived. This bird fledged on August 3 at about 6-7 weeks old.
Thus, the survival rate of Barn Owl appears to be quite low in both
years by some reason, even though there seems to be plenty of food:
we observed voles in the nest on every visit.

I wish to thank Simon and Coney of Metro Vancouver
for keeping me informed of the progress and letting me monitor. |
hope that owls regularly return to the site for breeding in the future.
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Surviving owlet in nest. photo: K. Takahashi

Welcome to our new membezrs!

We are very pleased to welcome the following new members to the
club over the past couple of months. Please look out for them at the
next meeting or hike and extend your own personal welcome.

Burnahy - Sherian Kelly, Heather Leech

Coquitlam - Michael Bender, Taylore Sinclaire & Colin Jantzen
Sherrill Gullickson

Port Coquitlam - Roy McNeil, Janis Mack & Bob Koch

Vancouver - Abagail Yardley and Geordie Milne
Carole Edwards, Membership
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Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

Q Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

Q Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year)
(Please include all first names and indicate which are children.)

Q Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive ten monthly newsletters
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a
registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is a
member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists)
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are:

¢ to promote the enjoyment of nature

o to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of, our environment

¢ to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas,
particularly local areas

o to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the
natural world

President: lan McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net

\IP: Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) egolds@sfu.ca
Past President: Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca

Treasurer & Membership:
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864) caroleedwards@shaw.ca

Recording Secretary:

Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511) barb23@gmail.com
Members-at-Large:

Anne Holt (604.936.4108), Candice Archer (604.465.6853), Christina
Saremba (604 945-0318), Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805), Mark Johnston
(604.552.0727) and Rozanne Thomson (604.421.5292)

BC Nature Directors:

Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) egolds@sfu.ca
Newsletter Editor:

Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805) BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com

Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer, brigitteb@telus.net

Education/Conservation Committee:

Chair: Elaine Golds, Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin, lan McArthur, Niall Williams,
Carole Edwards

Nature and Feeder Watch: Rozanne Thomson
Rozanne_Thomson@shaw.ca Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294

Young Naturalists Club:

Noriko Nakaya (604.675.9031) bmnync@gmail.com

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor

Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area DeBoville Slough, Como
Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough

Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System, by Christine Hanrahan
et al, 1994, 121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library

Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992,
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available
on our website www.bmn.bc.ca

Address:

City:

Postal Code:

Telephone:

E-mail:

Send your completed membership form to: Burke Mountain Naturalists,
P.0. Box 52540, R.P.0. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4
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