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Tuesday, Dec, 13th  
at 7:30pm: 

Como Lake United Church 
King Albert Avenue, Coquitlam

BMN Annual General Meeting 
and Silent Auction  
doors open at 7pm. 
Visit our website for updates  
and additional information:  

www.bmn.bc.ca

N e x t  M e e t i ng  :  

Annual Silent Auction at 
December BMN Meeting  
by Victoria Otton

Mark your calendars for the evening of Tuesday, December 13th ‑ the 
date of BMN’s annual Silent Auction!  As in previous auctions, there 
promises to be an appealing assortment of nature supplies and other 
items donated by local businesses, as well as nearly-new books and 
all kinds of items donated by our members.  Some businesses have 
generously donated gift coupons, and we will also have gift coupons for 
services (some quite unusual) donated by our members. For example, on 
the bidding block this year is a one-hour landscape consultation with one 
of our members who is a certified ecological landscape designer. Want to 
brush up on your computer skills?  Plan on bidding on an hour or two of 
tutoring with a very patient BMN member who is a whiz with PowerPoint, 
Excel and Word.  Another member is offering 3 hours of his handyman 
services again this year. Do you have some skill or hobby that you think 
might interest other members?  Weaving?  Bird or plant identification?   
Special cookery skills?  If you can offer a service or if you have an item 
to donate, please contact Carole Edwards (caroleedwards@shaw.ca, 
604.461.3864) or Victoria Otton (votton@sfu.ca, 604.937.5379) and let us 
know what you’ll be contributing to the auction. 

There will also be a Baked Goods table with a selection of delicious 
baked goods and preserves for sale. This is a great opportunity to stock 
up on Christmas cookies and other sweets for over the holidays.  If you 
have some specialty baking that you do this time of year that you could 
donate to the Bake Table, please contact Liz Thunstrom (ethunstrom@
shaw.ca, 604. 939.9571,). 

The BMN Silent Auction is a chance to get some deals and to support 
a worthy cause at the same time. This year, a small portion of the funds 
raised will be used to meet our operating expenses, and the balance 
of the proceeds will be donated to Critter Care Wildlife Society. Critter 
Care specializes the care and rehabilitation of injured or orphaned 
native mammals. It is a member of both the National and International 
Rehabilitation Associations and is entirely volunteer-driven.   

December 13th will be an evening packed with good cheer, good 
food and great company. One of the highlights of the evening will be 
Ian McArthur’s slide show on “The BMN Year in Review”.  Bring your 
friends and neighbours and let’s make this year a huge success. We 
hope to see you there!  

(Please note that the doors will open 30 mins earlier than usual 
for this meeting – at 7 pm – to provide more time for viewing items, 
bidding and counter-bidding).

Proposed develpoment on the 
Coquitlam River by Jeff Rudd

Straddling the Coquitlam River, immediately downstream of 
the David Avenue bridge, is an undeveloped 13.4 acre property. 
On Google Earth this forested rectangle sticks out among the 
surrounding development – New Horizons and River Springs to 
the south, Hockaday to the north and the horrifying amount of 
new development off Pinetree to the west. With its almost entirely 
undisturbed forest, the property contains one of the finest beaches 
on the river. The Trans Canada Trail runs along the southern 
boundary of the property from the west branch of Gabriola Drive east 
to the river. The property connects with the Coquitlam River Park to 
the south along both sides of the river.

BMN members know that the Coquitlam River has been on the 
BC Endangered Rivers list for 19 years for several reasons; one of 
the most important being the huge increase in urbanization in the 
surrounding areas. Coquitlam City Community Profiles state that the 
population of the Hockaday/Nestor neighbourhood increased from 
2,797 in 1981 to 7,240 in 2001, that of Town Centre increased from 
329 to 8710 and that of Westwood Plateau increased from 54 to 
14,865 over the same period.

Neighbours tell me that the property was acquired by the Cooper 
family in the 1920s or 30s and that Molly Cooper lived there until five 
or six years ago when, 
at age 96, she moved 
to White Rock. Before 
moving, Molly worked 
with neighbours and 
the City of Coquitlam 
to have her property 
designated as park 
after her death but 
her relatives had other 
plans. The property was 
listed for sale last year 
and it sold in March 
2011 for $6,500,000.  

The bear triplets 
orphaned after an 
unhappy encounter 
with a garbage 
dumpster outside 
a school in October 
are now under the 
care of Critter Care 
in Langley. BMN is 
donating funds from 
this year’s Silent 
Auction to Critter 
Care, one of only four 
Bear Rehab facilities 
in the province. Photo: 
Angela Fontana



A draft application for development, filed with the city in July, is under 
review by staff and is expected to reach Council early in 2012.

The property consists of three pieces: 
•  A small triangle of the property off Caliente Place was cut off from 
the main property when the David Avenue bridge was built. The 
developer plans to build three homes there.

•  The second piece, on the east side of the river, has no development 
plans at present and much of it is within the 30 metre setback from 
the river. The remaining area east of the river is designated as park 
under the Official Community Plan (OCP).

•  The third and largest piece is on the river’s west side immediately 
north of the New Horizons subdivision. When New Horizons was 
built in the early 1980s the plan was to connect the two branches 
of Gabriola Drive through the property. The area between Gabriola 
Drive and the river was designated park in the OCP, thus continuing 
the park between the currently existing stretch of Gabriola and the 
river at approximately the same width to David Avenue. The developer 
proposes to complete the Gabriola Drive connection but is seeking an 
OCP amendment to allow the building of 14 houses east of Gabriola, 
most of which will extend to the 30 metre setback from the river. 
Their “justification” is that the river has shifted east since the original 
1959 survey of the river. The developer has commissioned studies 
that support their claim that building there is, they think, not only 
possible but reasonable.

When I first learned that the property was for sale I hoped that the 
two large parcels beside the river might be obtained by the city and 
then designated as park. Now, several months later, I think we will be 
lucky to get only what is in the OCP.

I am gathering support for maintaining the OCP, which would 
preserve much of the area between Gabriola and the river as park,  
by informing New Horizons residents and users of the Trans Canada 
Trail about the development and I am asking them to sign a petition. 
Ian McArthur generously allowed me to join the Riverwatch display  
at the Hoy Creek Salmon Festival to collect petition signatures.  
I hope to make a presentation at the Coquitlam River Watershed 
Roundtable on November 5.

For more information please phone me at 604-472-9883 or 
email me at rudd@sfu.ca. It is a beautiful piece of land in a 
sensitive area. It would be a tragedy to allow houses to be 
built within 30 metres of the river.

Write a letter about Riverview 
& the Cooper Property along 
the Coquitlam River by Elaine Golds 

Action Items – You could help to keep Riverview in the eye of 
public officials and bring attention to the Cooper property in 
Coquitlam by writing a couple of letters.

1. Riverview: For over a year, the Riverview Horticultural Centre Society 
has been asking people to write letters to Premier Clark to ask her for the 
provincial permission to have Riverview declared as a National Historic 
Site. This October, the Chinatown area of downtown Vancouver actually 
received this designation and became the 957th such site in Canada. This 
declared site covers a three block area which has 24 heritage buildings 
including the Dr. Sun Yat-sen Classical Chinese Garden. In the 1960s, this 
area was proposed to be demolished to make room for a freeway that was 
never built. Achieving this historic status is significant progress. The City of 
Vancouver has helped by recently bringing forward a zoning restriction on 
the height of any new buildings. Back in 1971, the provincial government 
declared this area along with Gastown a historic district. The fact that a 
complex area as Chinatown could be declared a National Historic Site 
indicates such a declaration should be easy to apply to Riverview as well 
as it would not preclude a variety of suitable uses.

	Please write to Premier Christy Clark. Say how pleased you are that 
Chinatown has now received the historic recognition that it so deserves 
and remind her that, in Coquitlam, we have another important site 
that merits similar recognition. Riverview, which first opened in 1913 
as Essondale, has a number of significant heritage buildings. It was 
the first site of BC’s Botanical Garden (now moved to UBC) and still 
has the oldest collection of trees in western Canada. Riverview has a 
number of buildings which have been recognized for their heritage. A 
Statement of Significance has been prepared and the City of Coquitlam 
added Riverview to their Heritage Register in 2008. Designation of as a 
federal heritage site requires permission of the land owner which is the 
province of BC. Please ask Premier Clark for this permission. You can 
write to her at:  The Honorable Christy Clark, Premier of British 
Columbia, Box 9041, Station Prov. Govt., Victoria BC, V8V 1X4 or 
you can send an email to premier@gov.bc.ca..

2. The “Cooper Property” on Gabriola Drive in Coquitlam Jeff Rudd 
has described this beautiful forested riparian area on the west side of 
the Coquitlam area and the threat it currently faces from development. 
The site is no longer in the hands of the Cooper family and the 
developer who purchased it intends to build homes on it. We feel all 
these homes should be kept to the west side of Gabriola Drive so that 
the forested area on the east side will remain undisturbed to the River. 
At the very least, there should be a 30 meter setback from the top of 
the bank of the Coquitlam River. It is important to remember that rivers 
are known to shift their course from time to time. Certainly, some of our 
members are old enough to remember when the Coquitlam River made 
significant changes to its course very close to this area. Rivers are 
dynamic ecosystems and need room to shift the position of their banks 
with the passage of time. For this reason, it is simply unsafe to allow 
homes to be built too close to the River. 
	 We suggest the issue of protecting the Coquitlam River be raised 
during the municipal election campaign to make others aware of it. 
Jeff has prepared a petition which can be signed. Once a new Mayor 
and Council is elected, we suggest people write to this new Council, 
congratulate them on their election (or re-election as the case may be) 
and ask them to protect this valuable riparian forest. At some point, 
there will probably be a public hearing regarding a change on the OCP 
(official community plan) but the election period offers an opportunity 
to bring it to the public’s attention right now. You can write to the 

Mayor of Coquitlam and Council Members at  
  3000 Guildford Way Coquitlam, BC V3B. 7N2.page 2



Civic Elections – Please 
Remember to Vote on Sat, Nov. 19!

Some years during municipal elections, the BMN EdCon Committee 
prepared and circulated BMN questionnaires to all candidates running 
for election in Port Moody, Port Coquitlam and Coquitlam. Alas, this 
year we did not have the time or people-power to prepare such 
questionnaires. Nonetheless, we encourage our members to attend all-
candidates meetings, contact these candidates and ask them pertinent 
questions. The people who get elected to Mayor and Council will make 
important decisions about development and protecting the natural 
features of the Tri-cities for the next three years.

Please remember that when you vote for a slate of Councillors (6 in 
Port Moody or Port Coquitlam, 8 in Coquitlam), your vote is far more 
effective if you only vote for the top 2 or 3 
candidates you think are best suited to serve. 
Depending on how the votes fall, voting for a 
full slate could increase the chances of your 
6th choice getting elected over your 1st choice.

Critical issues in Coquitlam are the fate 
of the remaining forested lands along the 
Coquitlam River. These include the Cooper 
Property below the David Avenue bridge (see 
Jeff Rudd’s article in this newsletter) and the 
larger so-called Riverwalk area which lies 
on the east side of the River a little above 
David Avenue up to Crystal Falls.  The fate of 
Riverview remains an important issue in Coquitlam and we need a 
Council that wants to protect this site and develop uses compatible 
with its history and heritage values. In Port Moody, which is now has 
very little forested land left with development potential, an important 
issue is the fate of the Shoreline Park forest. If new soccer fields are 
developed with an extensive parking lot as has been proposed, some 
of this forest could be lost (see the Sept BMN newsletter for details). 
Development issues in Port Coquitlam are also important – do we really 
want to see more high rises built like the one in Lions Park and, if so, 
where should they go?  We also need to consider Metro Vancouver 
issues so, I hope, the new MV Committees (which are drawn up in 
December after the municipal elections) will have good representation 
from both Coquitlam and Port Coquitlam on the Parks Committee. The 
fate of Colony Farm will be in their hands so we need to have local 
elected officials serving on this Committee. 

Announcements:
Sunday, November 13 from 11am-3pm: The annual Hyde Creek 
Salmon Festival at the Hyde Creek Recreation Centre, Port Coquitlam 
and along Hyde Creek to the hatchery. BMN will be there with displays 
and children’s wildlife puzzles. This last community event of the season 
will be indoors where it’s warm and dry.
Tuesday, November 15 at 7:15 pm:  BMN Education-Conservation 
Committee Meeting at Elaine’s. Any BMN member interested in helping 
us with all the issues is most welcome to attend. Contact Elaine for 
more info.
Thursday, November 17 at 7 pm:  The inaugural meeting of the 
Chines Integrated Watershed Management Plan co-sponsored by the 
cities of Coquitlam and Port Moody. In the Brovold Room (3rd floor), 
Port Moody City Hall. The watersheds in the Chines straddle the Port 
Moody/Coquitlam border and drain to Burrard Inlet. They include south 
Schoolhouse Creek on the west and Suterbrook on the east and all the 
small creeks in between. This meeting will present the findings from 
the Phase 1 reconnaissance and environmental inventory work. People 
interested in joining this Committee are welcome to attend.

Saturday, November 19:  Municipal elections. Voting for Mayor and 
Councillors is ever more important as more and more responsibilities 
are shifted to the shoulders of local government. Inform yourself of 
candidates’ views in your municipality and vote for officials committed 
to true sustainability who have the wisdom to protect nature for future 
generations.
Saturday, Sunday, November 19, 20. The annual Fraser Valley Eagle 
Festival. This event – which started as a BMN field trip many years 
ago – is a great opportunity to view hundreds of eagles, tour the 
Inch Creek  Hatchery, enjoy nature walks and learn more about the 
history of local First Nations and the Harrison Mills area. See http://
fraservalleybaldeaglefestival.ca/ for more information.
Sunday, November 20 from 10am-2pm:  The Coquitlam Farmer’s 
Market has moved “indoors” to the Port Moody Recreation Center on 

alternate Sundays. Also on Dec 4, 18; Jan 8, 22, etc. 
More information, see www.makebakegrow.com.
Tuesday, November 22 at 7:15 pm:  BMN 
Executive meeting at Anne’s home again (we can’t 
resist her outstanding baking!).
Friday evening, November 25:  As part of their 
Community Connections Program, BMN has been 
invited to speak to a group of Grade 2-4 children 
at Riverside Community Church in Port Coquitlam 
about local nature. We will bring our laminated 
photos of birds and a selection of nest boxes.
December 13 at 7:30 pm:  BMN Annual General 
Meeting and Silent Auction. This is the meeting 
where we elect a new (or, more likely, recycled) 

Executive and hold our annual Silent Auction. This year, the money 
raised will go, in part, to Critter Care which urgently needs funds to feed 
all the young bears which have had to be removed from areas such as 
Coquitlam. Ian McArthur, our outgoing President, will present a slide 
show on club activities in the past year. At Como Lake United Church, 
corner of King Albert Ave. and Marmont Street in Coquitlam. Doors will 
open at 7 pm to allow for better viewing of items donated for the Silent 
Auction and extra time for visiting.
January 10:  BMN Monthly meeting. Guest speaker will be SFU prof, 
Rolf Mathewes, on Haida Gwaii, our Canadian Galapagos.
February 14:  BMN Monthly meeting. Guest speaker TBA, probably on a 
marine topic.
March 13:  BMN monthly Meeting. Guest speaker will be SFU prof, 
Howard Trottier on the stars on the night sky. We are hoping for clear 
weather and plan to have a telescope set up on the balcony of our 
meeting room.
April 10:  BMN Monthly Meeting. Guest speaker will be UBC prof, Ken 
Hall on the Desert Ecology of the South Okanogan. 

Last Hike of 2011!
Indian Arm Parks  Saturday, November 19

On this our last hike of the year, we will visit no less than six parks 
along the west side of Indian Arm. Beginning at Panorama Park in 
Deep Cove, we will walk south along (or near) the waterfront to Cates 
Park. On our return we will stick to higher ground and enjoy vistas of 
mountain and sea. Over the course of the day, we should have ample 
opportunity to observe overwintering birds. Roundtrip distance is 9 km 
(5.6 mi) with very little change in elevation. If there is time and interest, 
we may visit Maplewood Flats Wildlife Sanctuary as well. Carpool 
from the Eagle Ridge Field parking lot, off Runnel Drive, between 
Lansdowne and Falcon, at 9:00 am. Return 3:30 pm. As November 19 
is Election Day, be sure to vote either before or after the hike!  For more 
information contact Ian (604-939-4039) or Mark (604-552-0727).
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Photos Wanted 
for BMN Year 

in Review 
If you have any photos from 

BMN events in 2011 and would 
like them in the December 

meeting slide show, please send 
them to Ian (imcart@telus.net).
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BMN Hike: Three Brothers 
Mountain by Mark Johnston

On a picture-perfect warm August day (Sunday, the 7th), nine of us 
headed out to Manning Provincial Park. Eight were keen to hike up 
Three Brothers Mountain; one planned to wander at will and do some 
photography. 

We arrived at the Manning Park Lodge well before 9:00 am, but took 
another hour to get to the trailhead largely because of encounters with 
wildlife. Initially, our attention was focussed on the many Columbian 
ground squirrels that have burrowed beneath the lodge’s front lawn. 
These tawny-coloured squirrels have been the recipients of numerous 
handouts and were not shy about coming up to us. We spent quite a 
bit of time observing and photographing them. Then, on the drive from 
the lodge to the trailhead, we paused midway at the Cascade Lookout 
to admire the view and were immediately distracted by one or two 
Clark’s nutcrackers as well as a golden-mantled ground squirrel. These 
critters, too, well-used to receiving handouts. 

	By the time we reached the Blackwall Peak parking area, the sun 
was well above the horizon. As I waited by the ridgetop trailhead for 
the others to join me, 
I watched a red-tailed 
hawk—its tail brilliant in 
the strengthening sun—
as it spiralled upward 
before disappearing 
behind the peak. Turning 
my gaze to the slopes 
below, I scanned the 
open areas for some 
indication of animal 
activity—previously, I 
had observed marmots 
from this spot—but didn’t see any sign. 

	While our initial encounters were with wildlife habituated to 
humans, our meeting up with a spruce grouse had a decidedly wilder 
flavour. After a long descent through trees to Buckhorn Camp, we 
were enjoying a brief respite when a large party of Parisian eco-
tourists showed up. After a few minutes, we noticed that the Parisians’ 
attention had become focussed on something on the ground. They 
were gathered around it, gesturing and taking pictures. We made our 
way to where they were standing and discovered what they were 
looking at: a spruce grouse!  After they left, we continued to observe 
the grouse. It became clear that the bird was not going to tolerate too 
close an approach. When one in our group knelt down to photograph it, 
it charged at him, causing him to jump back onto his feet!  While it was 
not our intention to disturb the grouse, it was thrilling to be able to take 
a long, sustained look at this beautiful bird. 

	We had come to Manning Park, at least in part, to see wildflowers, 
and so we pressed on toward the expansive flower fields stretching 
from the upper slopes of Big Buck Mountain all the way to our 
objective. Even while in the trees we were identifying a number of 
flowers, but upon finally reaching the open meadowlands, our pace 
slowed and we stooped down from time to time to better examine a 
particular blossom. Somewhat surprisingly, the dominant colours were 
white and yellow; the fields lacked the full spectrum of colour exhibited 
when the summer bloom reaches its peak. I imagine this year’s cool, 
wet spring/early summer, which led to a lingering snowpack, accounts 
for the delay. We were able to identify a few pockets of first wave 
flowers. We discovered western pasqueflower (anemone) in bloom, 
though a majority of these plants were now displaying a “mop top” of 
plumy seeds. (According to guidebooks, some pasqueflowers 
move from bloom to mop-top phase in as little as two weeks.)  

We found glacier (avalanche) lily, one of the first plants to bloom, still in 
flower. There were also white marsh marigolds and subalpine buttercups 
blooming. But it seemed as though the second wave was not yet fully 
underway. We saw Sitka valerian and fan-leaved cinquefoil (one white, 
the other yellow). Notably absent (except just below the rocky spine of 
the first Brother) was the showy crimson-coloured Indian paintbrush. 

	We lunched at the top of a crumbling cliff with a view north to the 
interior tablelands. Afterwards, we crossed a few patches of snow, 
switchbacked up through one of the day’s better displays of subalpine 
colour, and picked our way carefully along the aforementioned spine to the 
top of the first Brother. Although we’d been having distant views for some 
time, we now had an unobstructed 360° panorama. Besides the view north, 
we could look east toward Cathedral Provincial Park, south along the route 
we had just come and on toward Frosty Mountain, and west toward the 
northern Cascades, including Hozomeen and Silvertip mountains. 

	On our return journey we continued to keep an eye out for birds and 
mammals or to stop to examine a shrub or flower. As we passed near 
our lunch spot, we saw half a dozen or more ravens fly by. In the same 
general area we noticed large patches of bracted lousewort (wood 
betony)—more yellowish flowers!—and managed to locate a few 
specimens of the related elephant head. This latter plant sports little 
purple flowers having not the bracted’s hooked “beak,” but rather a 
curved bill resembling an elephant’s upturned trunk. 

	We got back to our vehicles a bit later than anticipated, but no 
one seemed to 
mind. To pay a 
visit to Manning’s 
flower fields is 
an experience to 
be savoured, not 
hurried. 
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Western pasqueflower (anemone) in bloom 
and gone to seed. photos:  I. McArthur

Our group on the approach to Three Brothers Mountain. 
photo:  I. McArthur

Our group on the summit of the first Brother. photo:  I. McArthur

Western pasqueflower  
(anemone) hair.



YNC Explorer Day in October  
Birding on the PoCo Traboulay

On October 23rd the young naturalists club went birding on the PoCo 
Traboulay trail. We started at the red bridge. It was cold and foggy 
when we met at 10am in the morning. 

I felt the cold and it made me enjoy the bird watching a little less 
than I would have if it was warm. By the time we reached Gates Park, it 
was warm because the sun was coming out. When we were half-way 
to Lion’s Park it got kind of hot.

Mike, our leader, taught us the birds will give themselves away if we 
make a “spesh, spesh, spesh” sound. The birds are quiet because the 
raptors are trying to eat them. Mike reminded us to be looking up and 
down for birds (in the sky & trees and in the bushes & on the ground) 
and to listen for rustling sounds in the leaves. 

We saw a whole bunch of salmon in the river. The whole river was 
full of salmon and we saw a few dead ones too. It seemed like tones of 
salmon. We also saw people fishing for the salmon. A female salmon 
was making a hole for her eggs with her tail.

We saw two ladybugs & one grasshopper. Also we saw a slug eating 
a worm on the pathway. 

We learned that there are a lot of species of birds. When I 
volunteered to keep track of the birds we saw, I didn’t really know what 
I was volunteering for. It made me feel kind of nervous but it was fun. 

At the start of the walk our group estimated we would see 10-20 bird 
species. When we finished we had seen only 6-7 species of birds. We 
saw a lot of individual birds, mostly crows & chickadees. We ended the 
walk in Lion’s park.

Thank you to Mike for the great bird watching walk! 
By Lucie Thomas (age 8)

Call for Volunteers: Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count on  
Saturday, Dec,17th by Victoria Otton

Escape the demands of the pre-Christmas season by spending a  
few hours along local trails on the annual Christmas Bird Count  
(CBC). In 1900, an American ornithologist asked people across 

North America to head out on Christmas Day to count birds (instead of 
shooting them, as was the tradition) and submit the results as the first 
“Christmas Bird Census.” The CBC is now conducted in the two weeks 
around Christmas in more than 2000 localities across North America, 
Latin America and the Caribbean. The observations form a huge database 
that reflects the distribution and numbers of winter birds over the past 
110 years.

BMN has been participating in the TriCities sector of the Pitt 
Meadows CBC for the past 18 years, and we’ll be out again this year, 
rain or shine, by foot, car and possibly by boat. Our regular CBC-
coordinator is John Reynolds, but he will be away in Australia during 
the count period. Fortunately, birder-extraordinaire Larry Cowan has 
provisionally agreed to step into John’s role this year. Hilary Maguire 
and I are helping to organize this year’s count. You will be assigned to 
a team that is sent to one of 14 Areas (e.g., Colony Farm, Como Lake, 
Inlet Park, Lafarge Lake, along the Coquitlam River); even if you’re not a 
‘Larry Cowan’ at bird identification, you will still be a valuable member 
of the team as spotters and a recorders are needed too. You can also 
participate by watching your feeders that day if your yard is located 
within the count circle.

In order to be registered in the CBC, adults pay $5 to cover the 
Audubon Society’s costs for data collation and analysis. However the 
CBC is free for all feeder watchers, participants 18 or younger, and for 
Bird Studies Canada members.

If you haven’t already signed up for CBC-2011, please contact us at 
burkemtnnats@gmail.com or call Victoria at 604.937.5379.

Conservation-Education 
Report By Elaine Golds

At the wonderfully sunny Hoy Creek Salmon Come Home Event, 
BMN had ideal display space which we shared with Friends of 
DeBoville Slough and the Colony Farm Park Association. Once again 
our wildlife puzzles attracted children all day long; a few politicians 
also dropped by to chat. Much thanks to our volunteers Don, Norma, 
Hilary and Victoria who made it possible for BMN to attend this event!  
President Ian was not far away with his River Watch display while Niall 
Williams was kept very busy throughout the day as a key member of 
the Hoy Creek Watershed Society. On the same sunny day, Mike Griffin 
led a group of our Young Naturalists on a nature walk at DeBoville 
Slough.

At a Port Moody Council meeting on October 25, Mayor and Council 
approved the revised Parklane development which will become the 
last parcel of land, about 9 acres in size, to be developed on Heritage 
Mountain. Only a few minutes before the Council meeting, I (as BMN 
rep) plus volunteers from Noons Creek and Mossom Creek Hatcheries 
spoke in favour of the revised proposal. Last January we had spoken 
against an earlier proposal and Council turned it down. However, 
over the past few months, we met with staff from Parklane to work 
towards a development proposal we could accept. The result was 
their present proposal which has a number of environmentally-friendly 
features to protect rainwater flow into nearby tributaries of West 
Noons and Noons Creek. The backyard of all 26 homes will have a 
rear strip planted with native shrubs; potentially-invasive plants will 
not be allowed in yards and all homes will have bear-proof storage 
for garbage and food waste containers. In addition, 37 acres of land 
which includes a large forested area laced with informal trails on the 
west side of West Noons will remain undeveloped and become City 
park land.  We were all really pleased with the outcome. In these times 
of global warming, protecting forests and the soils beneath them is all 
the more important as such lands are one of the most effective ways 

we have to ensure carbon remains sequestered within living 
material and not released into the air as carbon dioxide. page 5

This photo was taken 
by Noriko Nakaya 
using Samuel’s special 
camera that he got for 
his birthday. 

Sandpipers in 
Boundary Bay:  

photo by Kiyoshi 
Takahashi 



Colony Farm Regional Park 
Update By Elaine Golds

As of newsletter deadline, there is still no information available 
about when public meeting(s) will be held to discuss the draft 
sustainability plan for Colony Farm. It is beginning to seem like 
such meeting(s) will be held in the new year. We can only hope that 
this public consultation will be more meaningful and respectful 
of public input than the last two public consultations conducted 
by Metro Vancouver have been. For example, public consultation 
over their draft Ecological Health Plan took place this summer – an 
inappropriate time for public consultation. Only one public meeting 
was held in Burnaby in early August. The draft Ecological Health Plan 
contained a number of dismaying errors for a professional body that 
should have a better understanding of biology. For example, salmon 
were assumed to be the only anadromous fish species in the lower 
Fraser Valley (there are others, e.g., eulachon), Coquitlam Lake was 
called a reservoir, hummingbirds was misspelled as two words and 
the incorrect impression was created that sockeye salmon had been 
successfully restored to Coquitlam Lake.

Similarly, the Metro Vancouver draft Regional Parks Plan was 
released for public consultation on September 7 with a deadline 
for public comments by September 19 and only one open house 
in Burnaby. To my dismay, the final plan was adopted by the Parks 
Committee in early October with hardly a word revised from the draft 
plan…despite considerable public concerns about some of those 
words. Thus, again, the impression was created that public input 
don’t really matter. As a result of this hasty public consultation, we 
now have a plan for regional parks which allows working farms into 
regional parks and promotes partnerships with the private sector to 
increase the range of outdoor activities in regional parks. The plan 
fails to mention wildlife viewing as an important activity within parks. 
Ecosystem benefits were defined in terms of the benefits that support 
human life…but not the lives of wildlife.

	It’s been really hard to witness all the construction work at Colony 
Farm. As a result of the new fish channels being created, we have 
now forever lost 7 acres of old field habitat in a field we thought 
was dedicated as wildlife habitat. Much vole habitat has been 
destroyed…so I have to assume the vole population will decrease. 
The heavy machinery work obviously disturbed the wildlife. Hilary 
and Anne observed a pair of kingfishers flying in a tight circle for 
over an hour and calling out distress calls to each other. We can 
only assume this was because the construction work had resulted 
in destruction of their nesting burrow along the Coquitlam River. 
One day when I was at the Farm, we watched a large garter snake 
swimming back and forth across one of the new ponds in search of 
some grassy habitat somewhere on the banks in which to hide (the 
banks were bare and devoid of cover). The final blow came when 
the helicopters arrived to hydro-seed for several days. The wetness 
of the fields had precluded the use of land-based machinery but I 
don’t see why workers on foot could not have carried out the hydro-
seeding with packs on their back. I also found the signage to be very 
misleading. Although this project has always been described in Metro 
Vancouver reports as “fish channel construction” the public signage 
on site emphasized the work was a “wildlife enhancement project”. 
I think this was deliberately done to assuage public concerns about 
the obvious damage done to wildlife habitat.

It was interesting to read through a list of Metro Vancouver 
Parks priorities and a draft budget that was submitted to the Parks 
Committee at their October meeting. While the total budget for basic 
park facilities (i.e., washrooms, trails, heritage building restoration, 
etc.) was almost $4 million for 2012, the budget for basic  
facilities at Colony Farm was a dismal zero! It seems Colony 

Farm remains 
on the back-
burner for park 
improvements 
unless it’s 
that expensive 
agricultural 
academy plan. 
In terms of 
planning, Metro 
Vancouver 
Parks intends 
to complete 
the Colony 
Farm Sustainability Plan by December 
31, 2012. However, I was shocked to 
read they intend to establish incubator 
farms at Colony Farm by April 12, 2012!  
So it seems plans must be already well 
underway to establish incubator farms at 
Colony Farm this coming spring despite 
the fact that the public consultation 
remains to be held. I think this is really 
hypocritical. Whatever the public has 
to say about Colony Farm is obviously not going to make a bit of 
difference. I also remain very concerned their draft Phase One plan 
will destroy most of the lazuli bunting habitat where we now lead 
participants on our public nature walks every spring. This seems very 
wrong in a park, especially one with such high wildlife values. 

DeBoville Slough Update By Elaine Golds

At a recent meeting of the Friends of DeBoville Slough, we had a 
fascinating presentation from Justin Suraci and Vanessa Kilburn who 
are members of BC’s South Coast Western Painted Turtle Recovery 
Project. This turtle is listed as endangered (i.e., red-listed) in coastal 
areas of southwest BC. The Recovery Team has now spent considerable 
time doing field studies in areas where turtles are found in order to 
identify the species. After all, it is not unusual to find red-eared slider 
turtles in BC. These turtles, whose natural range is the southeast USA, 
were often sold as “dime-store” turtles years ago. As a consequence, 
some of these turtles were released into wetlands in BC years ago 
where they have now managed to grow to dinner-plate size (although 
it is believed our winter temperatures are too cold for their offspring, if 
any, to survive).

	It can be difficult to distinguish painted turtles from red-eared sliders 
(not all of which have a red strip on the side of their neck) when seen 
from a distance (which is how most of us observe them). Painted 
turtles tend to be slightly smaller than the largest of the red-eared 
sliders and have a brightly coloured plastron (underside plate) which is 
difficult to see under most circumstances. We were delighted to learn 
the Recovery Team has documented painted turtles in several local 
areas including DeBoville Slough, Minnekhada Park (which connects 
to DeBoville via MacLean Creek), Lost Lake in Mundy Park, Como Lake, 
Lafarge Lake and Colony Farm. Several years ago, painted turtles were 
also identified at Burnaby Lake Regional Park. As a consequence, 
appropriate nesting habitat was created for them at the Park where 
they have now successfully nested for the past two years. One of our 
BMN members volunteered to participate in the Burnaby Lake project 
in which volunteers to watch turtles at dusk as they enter the nesting 
grounds to lay eggs during the summer.

At least three painted turtles were identified at DeBoville Slough 
so the Recovery Team feels the Slough could be another good 
candidate area to create nesting habitat. The Recovery Team page 6  
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was pleased to learn BMN was successful in having Crown land set 
aside for wildlife habitat when parcels were sold to farmers over a 
decade ago. At that time, the rationale for keeping the land as Crown 
was to protect a great blue heron colony which subsequently moved to 
the mouth of the Coquitlam River. Now it’s possible this land could be 
used, in part, to create nesting habitat for painted turtles. We plan an 
exploratory trip to the area with the Recovery Team in mid November.

Creation of a nesting site could be a potential project for BMN and 
Friends of DeBoville Slough to undertake next spring. This project 
would also likely involve placing basking logs in the drainage ditches 
to facilitate monitoring of the turtles. Apparently female turtles grow 
slightly larger than males and are more inclined to bask as it helps 
to provide them with energy needed for egg-laying. Plans are also 
underway with the City of Coquitlam to install interpretive signage 
about the Western Painted Turtles at DeBoville Slough.

In October, Kiyoshi Takahashi, Don Gillespie and David Mounteney 
installed purple martin nest boxes on the Pitt River just where DeBoville 
Slough discharges into the Pitt. Many years ago, martin nest boxes (not 
nearly as well designed as Kiyoshi’s) were installed by the BC Ministry 
of Environment along the Pitt River but these boxes were never used 
and have now deteriorated beyond use. To date, attempts to get purple 
martins to use nest boxes in fresh water sites have been unsuccessful 
(with one exception near the Stave River). However, as their population 
grows in the lower mainland, the chances of them using nest sites over 
fresh water may increase.

Nature & Feederwatch by Liz Thunstrom

Most people I spoke with reported that numbers of birds, including 
migrants, seemed to be still very low.

Jeff Rudd and Hilary Maguire reported the first Dipper sightings 
of the season. Jeff’s, October 23 and 24th near the David Avenue 
Bridge; he thought it was early for a sighting and wonders if Dippers 
are migratory in this area. Perhaps someone could let us know. The 
reference books indicate they are here year around, but perhaps their 
presence or absence is related to water depth.

Hilary’s sighting, October 30th, was a dipper foraging at Mossom 
Creek. She actually saw it eating a salmon egg!  A few salmon are still 
coming up the creek. Hilary also reported a female Anna’s Hummingbird 
on her feeder and seals and river otters feeding in the Inlet.

Victoria Otton has good number of Golden-Crowed Sparrows in 
her garden again this year and Dave Schutz has seen a Green heron 
several times near the bridge at Colony Farm.

Doug and I have noticed a small increase in the number of waterfowl 
at Como Lake - six pairs of American Widgeon, two Coots, a Pied - 
Billed Grebe and a few families of migrating geese and Mallards which 
are not remaining there long. The signs discouraging feeding the birds 
at the lake may have some bearing on this as well.

Our suet feeder is host to several Flickers, Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees and both Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers. One large flock of 
Bushtits - over twenty - visited briefly and then moved on.

Thanks to everyone who contacted me with sightings this month. 
Please keep them coming. It will be especially interesting to note 
if there are changes to the numbers of birds seen at Colony Farm, 
following the extensive work done on the Wilson Farm side this fall.

BMN Archives - Excerpts 
from Previous November 
Newsletters by Anne Holt 

From November 1989
“Field Trip: Eagle Mountain” by Christine Hanrahan

...Looming approximately 4200 feet above the shores of Buntzen Lake, 
the mountain contains a fine stand of old growth forest: Douglas fir, red 
cedar and yellow cedar predominate. The trail winds steeply through 
second-growth forest for about 2 hours before emerging into a clear-
cut. On the other side of the logged area is the old-growth. At the risk 
of sounding dramatic I have to say that entering the stand of ancient 
trees towering cathederal-like above our heads was awe inspiring! The 
very quality of the forest felt different. Looking at the moss- covered 
trunks it was humbling to realize that these trees were old when Izaak 
Walton wrote his “Complete Angler.”
Given all that then, it is indeed sad that these very trees have been 
slated for logging sometime in the next few years. Our field trip was 
specifically to view the old-growth and to try to determine the age 
of some of these trees. To that end we had with us Randy Stoltman, 
author of “The Hiking Guide to the Big Trees of British Columbia” and 
his trusty increment borer with which he took core samples from a 
number of trees, mostly yellow cedar. On average, he determined that 
they were roughly 1050 years old!  ...

 From November 1991
“Place Names”  by April Mol

...1991 is the 50th anniversary of Manning Provincial Park. The park 
was named after Ernest C. Manning (1890-1941), Chief Forester of B.C. 
at the time of his death in a plane crash. Manning was the first to warn 
the people and politicians of B.C. that our timber resources are finite, 
and he recommended that steps be taken immediately to put forests on 
a sustained yield basis. He was an able exponent of the value of forests 
for recreation, and was instrumental in starting the system of provincial 
parks which for years was administered by the B.C. Forest Service. 
(This information is from “British Columbia Place Names” by Phil and 
Helen Akrigg. Helen Akrigg is the daughter of E.C. Manning!)...

 From November 1992
“Don’t Put Your Camera Into Hibernation!” by Carla Bosman

...Is your camera going into hibernation when November’s dark days 
tempt you to stay indoors? We curse and grumble about the rain 
but seldom do we appreciate it for what it really is: a blessing for 
photographers. If you are now only a fair- weather shooter, toss off 
the fear that cameras and showers don’t mix. Brave the mists and 
downpours and you will discover how brilliant your colours can be. 
Hues normally subdued in sunlight turn rich and radiant. When rain 
soaks into leaves, grass, tree trunks, ferns and flowers, a stunning 

transformation occurs. Even a brief shower can turn the most 

Dipper in Mossom Creek. photo:  H. Maguire
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The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is a 
member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists)  
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are: 
•  to promote the enjoyment of nature 
•  to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,  our environment 
•  to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas, 	
   particularly local areas 
•  to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the  
   natural world

President: Ian McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net 

VP: Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) egolds@sfu.ca
Past President: Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca

Treasurer & Membership:  
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864) caroleedwards@shaw.ca

Recording Secretary:  
Barbara Sherman (604.939.6511) barb23@gmail.com

Members-at-Large: 
Anne Holt (604.936.4108), Candice Archer (604.465.6853),  
Christina Saremba (604 945-0318), Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805)  
and Mark Johnston (604.552.0727)  

BC Nature Directors: 
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) egolds@sfu.ca 
Newsletter Editor: 
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805) BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com

Newsletter Design: 
Brigitte Breuer, brigitteb@telus.net

Education/Conservation Committee: 
Chair: Elaine Golds, Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton 
Members: Mike Griffin, Ian McArthur, Niall Williams,  
Carole Edwards 

Nature and Feeder Watch: Rozanne Thomson 
email ethunstrom@shaw.ca  and phone  604-939-9571

Young Naturalists Club: 
Noriko Nakaya (604.675.9031) bmnync@gmail.com 
BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough 
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor 
Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area DeBoville Slough, Como 
Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm
Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough 
Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System, by Christine Hanrahan 
et al, 1994, 121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992, 
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library
The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”, 
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available 
on our website www.bmn.bc.ca

This newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre, is ecologo, processed 
chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.

Membership Form
Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

	 ❑ Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

	 ❑ Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year)  
	      (Please include all first names and indicate which are children.) 

	 ❑ Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive ten monthly newsletters  
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also 
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a 
registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

ordinary subject into a spectacular one. For example, on a sunny day, 
bleached driftwood on a beach lacks subtleties of colour and often 
appears white or off-white, but when rain strikes this same log the 
bleached colour disappears and unexpected colours - oranges, reds, 
browns and others - pop out. The moisture brings out a lustre and 
sheen previously unseen. ....

 From November 1993
“Encounter With a Bobcat”  by Kiyoshi Takahashi

...One of the features of Yosemite National Park is its many waterfalls. 
As it was a dry season, most waterfalls were dry. We were lucky we 
could see the inside of the falls. To be honest, waterless falls are 
boring! The morning mist was just lifting when, suddenly, a large cat 
appeared about 4 metres away from us between the rocks. It had a few 
stripes on its body, black tufts on the tips of the ears and bright eyes. 
Undoubtedly, it was a Bobcat. We noticed it had something in its mouth 
-- a lifeless Grey Squirrel with its tail dragging on the ground. The cat 
looked us over, showing off its catch without any fear or nervousness. It 
disappeared into the forest. We were frozen with excitement. ......

 Also from November 1993
“Events”
...The Coquitlam Parks and Recreation Department will hold its first of what 
is to be an annual “Salmon Come Home Festival” on November 13 from 
noon to 3 p.m. at Hoy Creek. There will be a marshmallow roast, nature 
walks and a “guess the number of salmon returning home contest”.

From November 1994
“Conservation Committee Report” by Elaine Golds

...Colony farm: As reported at the Oct. BMN meeting, 58% of the 126 
people attending the workshop and who filled out forms, voted for a 
wildlife emphasis, 20% for an integrated wildlife/agriculture land use, 
17% wanted golf and only 5% wanted an agricultural emphasis. We 
are pleased with the results. Members of the Colony Farm Steering 
Committee have directed Quadra Consulting to develop a land use 
plan based on an integrated approach - to which I agreed with the 
understanding that the integration would have a wildlife emphasis. We 
will work to assure that the plan developed has a wildlife emphasis, in 
accordance to community wishes. ......

The DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is December 3rd, 2011.

Corrections:   
In the September newsletter article “BMN Hike: Lower 
Eagle Ridge,” the photo caption “Noons Creek flowing out 
of Cypress Lake” should read “Noons Creek Falls,” and 
the picture credited to Ian McArthur. 
In the October newsletter, the photo on page 2 captioned 
“Buntzen Lake” should read “The mouth of Indian Arm.”  


