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N e x t  M e e t i n g :  

2011 Tri-Cities Christmas 
Bird Count By Larry Cowan

With last year’s compiler, John Reynolds, being AWOL in Australia, this 
year’s count was orchestrated by a team of three: Victoria Otton, Hilary 
Maguire and me. Most of last year’s leaders signed on again and only 
John’s area required a new leader. George Clulow, a very knowledgeable 
Burnaby birder, volunteered to step in to lead John’s area.

Count Day was earlier than in the past and this year held on a 
Saturday. Unfortunately, due to the demands of the season, there 
wasn’t a post-count pot luck dinner. The weather however did 
cooperate with a cool and cloudy day without any precipitation.

We managed to round up 64 participants comprised of 60 field 
observers and 4 feeder watchers. Fourteen of the 15 normally 
surveyed areas were covered. The field observers broke out into 25 
parties logging a total of 88 hours, 86 of which spent on foot with the 
balance by car. During those hours 123 km were covered with 98 on 
foot and the rest by car.

The group tallied a total of 10,333 individual birds comprised of 79 
species. This was an increase in individual numbers since 2008 but the 
second lowest species count over the last 14 years. Numbers over the 
last 3 years show a gradual increase but the overall trend since 1998 
is downward for both numbers and species diversity. The lowest count 

year for individual birds was 2008 with 6,156 and our low for species 
was 72 in 2009. We can only hope the last 3-year trend continues.

George Clulow’s Port Moody Inlet Trail team had the highest species 
and individual birds count with 46 and 2,966 respectively. Mark 
Johnston’s Lafarge Lake/Coquitlam Centre team had the next highest 
count with 1,501 followed by team DeBoville Slough led by Jay Burr 
at 1,391. Next highest species tally was Dave Schutz’s team covering 
Colony Farm West at 43 followed by team DeBoville Slough with 41.

The following are highlights from this year’s Tri-City count.
Species	 High	 Prev	 Year
Cackling Goose	 17	 1	 2010
Canada Goose	 3,009	 2,447	 2004
Northern Pintail	 57	 50	 2004
Greater Scaup	 41	 26	 2004
Mourning Dove	 14	 8	 2009
Barred Owl	 3	 2	 2010
Anna’s Hummingbird	 9	 4	 2010
Lincoln’s Sparrow	 20	 1	 2009

Species	 Low	 Prev.	 Year
Wood Duck	 0	 2	 2009
Lesser Scaup	 1	 1	 2009
Sharp-shinned Hawk	 0	 1	 2010
American Coot	 3	 4	 2010 

Return Species		  Last	
Mute Swan	 1	 2000	
Pelagic Cormorant	 1	 2007	
American Bittern	 1	 2008	
American Kestrel	 1	 2005	
Herring Gull	 1	 2000	
Marsh Wren	 4	 2007	

A male Anna’s 
Hummingbird  
on his territory 
along the 
Shoreline Trail in 
Port Moody. photo: 
David Schutz
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The following is a list of significant population trends by comparing 
the 14 year average (1998 to 2011) to the latest 5 year average (2007 
to 2011) shown as a plus or minus percentage.

Northern Shoveler	 -  94
Rock Pigeon	 - 76
Red-winged Blackbird	 - 76
Wood Duck	 - 66
Northern Harrier	 - 66
Northwestern Crow	 - 64
Pied-billed Grebe	 - 55
Double-crested Cormorant	 - 54
American Coot	 - 54
Pine Siskin	 - 54
Golden-crowned Sparrow	 + 35
Glaucous-winged Gull	 + 40
American Goldfinch	 + 48
Mourning Dove	 + 130

The total species count for the entire Pitt Meadows CBC count circle 
which includes numbers from the east side of the count area organized 
by the Alouette Field Naturalists saw a total of 19,004 birds and a species 
total of 103 being recorded.

In closing I would like to thank Victoria and Hilary for their help in 
organizing this year’s count. Also the team leaders for getting their teams 
together : George Clulow, Port Moody Inlet Trail; Gay Mitchell, Eagle Ridge/
Scott & Hoy Creeks; Victoria Otton/Liz Thunstrom, Mundy Park/Como 
Lake; Norma Gillespie, Riverview; Dave Schutz, Colony Farm West; Lee 
Harding, Colony Farm East; Ian McArthur, POCO river front; Mike Griffin, 
Coquitlam River North; Mark Johnston, Lafarge Lake/Coquitlam Centre.; 
Jay Burr, DeBoville Slough; Niall Williams, Addington Marsh/Minnekhada 
Park; Steve Vida, NE Coquitlam Heights; and a special thanks to Bob 
Edwards for allowing the Widgeon Slough team access to his land and 
of course a great thank you to all of the team members who made the 
count a success.

[Editor’s note:  Many thanks, Larry, for stepping up at this busy time 
of year to organize, compile data and report on this year’s Tri-Cities 
count. Though you say the count was organized by a team of three.

European Paper Wasps vs. 
Tree Swallows:  A Paper Wasp 
Resistant Swallow Box    
Article and photo by Kiyoshi Takahashi

European Paper Wasps (Polistes dominula) build relatively small 
nests with less than 50 combs, 10-20 combs in many cases. They make 
a paper-thin wall of wood fibre by chewing decaying wood to collect 
fibre and mix with own saliva, and nesting starts earlier in spring. They 
often start nests earlier than nesting of Tree Swallow, which may cause 
problems for the birds. This wasp 
species arrived in east coast of 
North America a few years ago, 
and spread quickly toward west 
in temperate zone. Local paper 
wasps are visibly larger, and 
have black antennae compared 
to bright yellow antennae of 
European subspecies. The local 
paper wasps build larger nests 
later in spring and they have not 
significantly disturbed swallow 
boxes so far. The European Paper 
Wasps often return to the boxes that have trace of old nest from 
previous years, which suggests they recognize scent. This seems 

to be the case in the Colony Farm site, immediately west of Community 
Garden, where an infestation of bird boxes has occured for the last few 
years. All boxes on four old power poles at this site, plus boxes on the 
sidewall of old powerhouse beside the MV office were infested last 
year. All boxes were removed in fall of last year, cleaned to remove all 
trace of wasp nests and repaired. These boxes will be used in a new 
location. A series of new boxes with several experimental treatments 
will be installed on this site along with non-treated, control boxes at 
random arrangement, to observe effect of preventive treatment for  
next 2-3 years.

	There are a few web sites on the Internet showing various ways to 
deter wasps. Some sites simply suggest using insect killer, which should 
not be our choice, as it will cause serious consequences in nature. What 
can we do to prevent wasps from making their nests inside swallow 
boxes?  The following are some ideas as starting points. 
•	 Painting or laminating the inner surface of the box with non-toxic 

materials may prevent or cause difficulty for wasp from imbedding 
stem of nest from anchoring.

•	 Covering inside surface of box with a bright white sheet, as it is known 
that wasps do not care for bright colour.

•	 As wasps are sensitive to scent, application of scent that wasps do not 
like may prevent wasps from entering the box.
	The first small trial was made by coating non-toxic paraffin wax and 

tung oil inside of new swallow boxes in June, last year, but one paraffin 
wax coated box in four experimental boxes failed as wasps were able 
to built a nest on coated surface. The cause may likely be a pinhole in 
the coating (which indicates that wasps are very intricate insects). After 
more study and discussion with Mike Hrabar of SFU who studies wasps, 
following is the final plan for spring of 2012. 

Simon Walkley of MV at CF kindly installed six new poles at 8 feet high 
along the old power poles to accommodate total of ten (10) poles for 
20~25 boxes. I built a total of 28 boxes including modifications shown 
below, and all boxes are installed at random on those poles as well as on 
the wall of the old Powerhouse southwest of those poles.
1-A	 Triple coats of bar soap on ceiling and three sidewalls (bar soap 

was shaved and dispersed in hot water before applying.) [5 boxes]
1-B	 Triple coats of Polymerized Tung Oil/Oleic Acid mix on ceiling and 

three sidewalls.* [5 boxes]
1-C	 Non-treated box for Control. [4 boxes]
2-A	 White Plastics (PP) on ceiling, & 1-A coating on sidewalls. [6 boxes]
2-AT	White Plastics (PP) on ceiling, & 1-B coating on sidewalls. [2 boxes]
2-B 	 White Plastics (PP) on ceiling & sidewalls 3” wide from ceiling. [2 boxes]
3-A	 Dark Plastics film (adhesive tape) on ceiling, and 1-A coating on 

sidewalls. [4 boxes]
Note*:  Polymerized Tung Oil and Oleic Acid are mixed at 15% by weight 

of tung oil, and 5% ethanol was added as co-solvent to make the mixture 
into transparent solution. Oleic 
acid is one of a few fatty acids 
contain in a dead bee, and tung oil 
contains about 5% of oleic acid. 
Additional 15% of oleic acid was 
added along with 5% of ethanol as 
co-solvent to solubilize them into 
clear solution. As birds do not have 
sense of smell, slow evaporation 
of oleic acid may not likely cause 
any toxic or ill effect to birds. 
Coating of tung oil will slow down 
evaporation of oleic acid. If anyone 

happens to be at the nest box site in CF and find unusual activities or 
any activity of bees or wasps, please inform K. Takahashi.
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As can be 
seen by 
the figures 
there are 
far more 
species 
in decline 
than those 
showing an 
increase.



Announcements:
Wednesday, February 15 at 7 pm:  Port Moody Ecological Society 

Annual General Meeting at the Port Moody Social Recreation Centre 
(upstairs), 300 Ioco Road. Guest speaker will be Jonathan Moore, 
SFU professor who will describe the critical role wild salmon play in 
fresh water coastal ecosystems of the Pacific coast. This AGM also 
provides an opportunity to get an update on the salmon in Noons Creek 
and results of the water quality monitoring that Ecological Society 
volunteers conduct on several streams in Port Moody. Free and Open to 
the public. Refreshments will be served.

Thursday, Feb 16, 1-4 
pm. BC Parks will conduct a 
workshop for volunteers in BC 
Parks. Unfortunately this is a 
daytime meeting during the work 
week which will limit volunteer 
attendance. Elaine has registered 
to attend on behalf of BMN.

Saturday, February 18 at 
10 am:  Nest box cleaning at 
Widgeon Regional Reserve. This 
provides a rare opportunity to 
visit a regional park-in-waiting 
which is normally closed to the 
public. We have a large number 
of swallow and a few other 
nest boxes that require annual 
maintenance. Because we must 
enter and leave through a locked 
gate, we must go together as a single group. We will meet in the Quarry 
Road parking lot for Minnekhada Regional Park and proceed from there. 
Bring a snack or light lunch. We should be finishing around 2 pm but it 
could be a little later. Phone or email Elaine (604-937-3483, egolds@
sfu.ca) if you wish to volunteer.

Saturday, Feb 18 at 8 am:  Join Lee Harding and other birders for a 
walk at Colony Farm. Meet at the end of Colony Farm Road. Alternatively, 
meet Mike Griffin on the Port Coquitlam side of the River at the duck pond 
at 9 am. Contact Lee for more information at 604-469-6795.

Saturday and Sunday, Feb 18/19:  The American Association for 
the Advancement of Science is hosting free family science days during 
their convention at the Vancouver Convention Centre. Google “AAAS 
Vancouver Convention” for updates on the programs and times offered. 

Sunday, Feb 19 from 10am-2pm:  The Coquitlam Farmers Market 
will be set up at the Port Moody Recreation Centre. Also on March 4 & 
18; April 1& 29. See www.makebakegrow for more info on vendors on 
each market day.  

Tuesday, February 21 at 7:15 pm:  BMN Education-Conservation 
Committee Meeting at Elaine’s.

Thursday, Feb 23 from 6-9 pm:  Public Open House to provide 
comments on DFO’s draft Action Plan for Nooksack Dace and Salish 
Sucker, both species at risk which reside in only a few streams in the 
lower mainland including the Brunette River. Mike Pearson, who was 
the guest speaker at our November meeting, described the plight of 
the Nooksack Dace and the appalling action of DFO to avoid including 
a description of their critical habitat in the Recovery Plan. At Stoney 
Creek School, 2740 Beaverbrook Crescent in Burnaby. Comments are 
due March 12; the draft plan and more information are available at 
www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/saraconsultations.

Thursday, Feb 23 at 7 pm:  Friends of DeBoville Slough meet at the 
Coquitlam City Centre Library (the meeting room is located off to the 
right as you walk into the library).

Sunday, February 26 at 1 pm:  Nest box cleaning at Minnekhada 
Park. We will clean boxes around the marshes. Meet in the Quarry Road 
parking lot. While we don’t get a high usage of these boxes by birds, 
some of them are typically used by northern flying squirrels so this 
event offers are rare opportunity to catch of glimpse of these nocturnal 
animals. The BMN- Young Naturalists Club will be joining us for this 
outing. Phone or email Elaine (604-937-3483, egolds@sfu.ca) if you 
wish to volunteer.

Tuesday, Feb 28 at 7:15 pm:  BMN Executive Meeting at Victoria’s.
Monday, March 5:  Deadline for submissions to nominate the most 

endangered rivers of BC. Email your 
suggestion to the Outdoor Recreation 
Council of BC at outdoorsrec@orcbc.
ca. Given the ongoing turbidity levels 
in the Coquitlam River and risk of 
potential urban development on its 
banks, this River always merits a 
nomination. Other rivers potentially 
at risk in BC include those that will 
be crossed by the proposed Enbridge 
pipeline as well as rivers that could 
be exploited for electricity generation. 

Friday, March 9:  Deadline 
to submit nominations for the 
outstanding volunteers in Port 
Coquitlam. See the city website for 
details. Several BMN members have 

previously won this award in the 
environmental category.

March 13 at 7:30 pm:  BMN monthly Meeting at Como Lake United 
Church, corner of Marmont Street and King Albert Ave in Coquitlam.. 
Guest speaker will be SFU professor Howard Trottier on the stars on 
the night sky. We are hoping for clear weather and expect to have a 
telescope set up on the balcony of our meeting room to enjoy the stars 
with an expert.

Saturday, March 17 at 9:30 am:  Great Blue Heron Walk at Colony 
Farm. Join members of the Colony Farm Park Association and public 
participants for a walk at Colony Farm to enjoy the congregating great 
blue herons as they begin to prepare for the nesting season. Meet at 
the end of Colony Farm Road for a 2 hour walk (approx). This walk will 
repeat on Sunday morning, March 25.

April 10 at 7:30pm:  BMN Monthly Meeting. Guest speaker will 
be retired UBC professor, Ken Hall on the Desert Ecology of the South 
Okanagan.

Note:  We were anticipating a public meeting on the 
Sustainability Plan for Colony Farm would be held in early March 
but this meeting has been put on hold pending further discussions 
with Kwitwetlem First Nation. Please watch our website for updates 
– we will post a meeting date as soon as it is scheduled.

BMN Hike - Sunday, March 4
DeBoville Slough & Minnekhada Regional Park
The first hike of the year will be a local one and we will do it on our 

favourite day of the year to do so:  we will march forth on March fourth!   
We will hike along the north side of DeBoville Slough and then pass by 
Addington Marsh before heading into Minnekhada Regional Park. The 
best views of the day will be seen from the High and Low Knolls. We 
will return via Cedar Drive. Roundtrip distance is 11 km (6.8 mi) with an 
elevation gain of 165 m (540 ft). Meet at the car park on the north side 
of DeBoville Slough at 9:00 am. Return 3:00 pm.  

Please contact Ian (604-939-4039) for more info.
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Education Conservation Report 
By Elaine Golds

Nest Box Cleaning Underway
As of newsletter deadline, we have just completed our first nest 

box cleaning at DeBoville Slough and Minnekhada Farm. With much 
thanks to all our volunteers (Don, Ian, David, Jim, Jeff, Janet, Linda and 
Victoria), we were able to split into three teams which made for fairly 
efficient use of our time. Admittedly, the glorious sunshine and warm 
weather erased any desire to move along quickly. We were delighted to 
see the first bumblebees of the season in the early afternoon although 
we worried the unseasonably warm weather may have drawn them 
from their hibernating sites before the appearance of spring blossoms. 
These first bumblebees of the season are critical – they will all be 
fertilized queens who must gather enough nectar and pollen to create 
the first small nest of the season in which they will single-handedly 
raise the first dozen or so of their workers.

Kiyoshi was unable to join us but we installed some of his 
wonderfully-crafted nest boxes and saw evidence of his earlier work 
this year on some nest boxes. Natalie from Metro Vancouver Parks 
was of great assistance as she quickly pruned back the shrubs which 
had prevented swallows from using a few nest boxes around the 
race track. In general, nest box use was fairly high. We found woolly 
bear caterpillars snuggled up in two of the boxes which had been 
encroached upon by shrubs. So, although the shrubs had deterred the 
swallows, it possibly allowed these caterpillars to access a wintering 
site which provided cozy comfort for them buried in wood shavings. 
After we replaced the wood shavings, we tucked the caterpillars back 
inside. In a few months with a lot more eating, mostly of grasses, they 
will metamorphose into Isabella tiger moths.

	We are looking forward to the next nest box cleaning session at 
Colony Farm and hoping for similarly sunny, perfect weather.

Colony Farm Regional Park Update
By now, we anticipated we would be busy preparing for a critical 

public meeting on the Sustainability Plan for Colony Farm. However, it 
appears that Kwitwetlem First Nation have some concerns about the 
park – or possibly, about the plan – and any thought of scheduling a 
public meeting is now on hold until Metro Vancouver staff meet with 
Kwitwetlem First Nation to resolve concerns. It is possible a public 
meeting will be held in April – so please keep an eye on our website to 
learn if a new date for the public meeting has been scheduled.

Kiyoshi Takahashi has been busy installing some of his new nest 
boxes at Colony Farm which he has treated in various ways to hopefully 
deter their use by European paper wasps. We have found our nest 

boxes installed at Colony Farm are especially likely to be used by these 
wasps. These wasps seem to like a dry protected area to build their nest 
and have found our boxes are, apparently, ideal. Because they nest at 
the same time as the swallows, there is potential for conflict. In fact, an 
analysis of our nest boxes at Colony Farm when we cleaned them last 
spring indicated boxes with paper wasp nests in them were less likely 
to be used by swallows.  We shall soon see what this year’s results will 
be. Kiyoshi has also designed a wonderful barn swallow platform that he 
will be installing at Colony Farm. Barn swallows, now a species a risk, do 
not use a nest box but, instead, seek an isolated elevated area with cover 
where they can build a cup nest. The bird banding studies at Colony Farm 
show barn swallow numbers have undergone a dramatic decline there. 
Thus, rather than put up more boxes for tree and violet-green swallows 
which complete with barn swallows for the same food supply, we felt it 
was important to provide more nesting habitat for barn swallows as this 
type of nesting habitat does appear to be in short supply at Colony Farm.

We recently had an update from Metro Vancouver Parks on the fish 
compensation work done on the Wilson Farm. This work is now esentially 
complete although monitoring of its success will continue for 5 years. 
A new pump house is still to be installed. In addition, some habitat 
compensation work is still being done for birds including more riparian 
planting and seeding of areas planned to be returned to old-field habitat. 
An improved mixture of grass seeds will be used with the hope these 
grasses will better compete with the reed canary grass which dominates 
much of the old field habitat at Colony Farm. Because the dredged 
material from fish channel construction was spread over one field, this 
field (to be seeded) will now have a higher elevation and should be better 
drained. This should also help to discourage the growth of reed canary 
grass which favours wet areas. We recommended a barn owl box be 
installed in the old silo – this will apparently be done later in the summer. 
We said we did not support more tree swallow boxes being installed 
at the present time for two reasons. The first was potential impacts on 
barn swallows (see above); the other was that BMN would be expected 
to maintain them despite the fact that we are pretty much volunteering 
at capacity to maintain all the nest boxes we have right now. Without 
more volunteers coming forward, we cannot commit to monitoring and 
maintaining additional nest boxes which would be installed by TI Corp, 
the Crown Corporation which is building Port Mann Bridge.

We were assured that when construction was underway, amonitor was 
on site at all times to keep an eye out for any impacts on wildlife, etc. 
Strangely, these monitors never recorded any impacts on kingfishers. 
Last October, when the dyke was being opened for construction of the 
new pond and tidal gate, Anne Holt and Hilary Maguire, on their weekly 
Friday afternoon heron count, made a very unusual observation. They 
saw a male and female kingfisher, flying around in a tight circle right 
over where the construction work was occurring. The birds continued 
doing this and calling out distress calls for over an hour. We surmise the 
reason for their distress was that construction work was destroying a 
nesting burrow in the dyke which they had likely used for several years. 
Such burrows can be up to 15 feet long and will be used by a pair of 
kingfishers over many years. It was unusual to see a male and female 
together after the nesting season. Their behavior strongly suggests their 
burrow was destroyed. We hope they can find a good site to construct 
a new one. However, it was very odd that the wildlife monitor hired to 
detect such behavior apparently failed to notice. Similarly, there were 
no reports of distressed large garter snake that we noticed in the same 
area a week later swimming frantically in the new pond and, apparently, 
seeking cover which it could not find.

Riverview – 2012 will be the Critical Year for its Future
While we are still waiting for official word regarding the consultants 

who have been hired to undertake the heritage conservation 
assessment for Riverview, we expect this process to take place 
this spring.  As this will involve some public consultation, we page 4

Nestbox cleaning at Minnekhada. photo:  V. Otton



hope BMN members will make every effort to participate and provide 
thoughtful input. We have now learned when the heritage conservation 
process is completed (anticipated to be over by early September), 
planning for the future use of the Riverview site will immediately get 
underway. This future planning process is expected to be completed by 
the end of 2012; it will apparently be conducted by the provincial BC 
Housing authority. While this process will also allow for public input, it 
all sounds rather ominous. It is our view that Riverview should remain 
in public trust with uses that are compatible with its existing values 
– i.e., a world-class collection of trees, a significant greenspace in Metro 
Vancouver, a unique grouping of heritage buildings in a mature and 
graciously-landscaped setting and an ideal site for mental health care.

We all felt very sad when the Valleyview Hospital at Riverview 
closed in late November. This hospital, with comfortable room for 150 
beds (it had over 300 in the 1950s when Riverview was at its peak 
patient population) had been used as an important care facility for 
the assessment of patients suffering from depression, dementia, etc. 
It offered a well-maintained modern hospital setting (dating from the 
1960s) specially designed for such patients with various rehabilitation 
and therapeutic facilities including a garden where patients could enjoy 
being outdoors without getting “lost”. Since Valleyview has closed, it is 
not clear where such patients can now be assessed - a process which 
can take several weeks. Only a few days after Valleyview closed, there 
was a news report of such a patient suffering from Alzheimer’s having 
to live in a bed in the hallway of the emergency department at the Royal 
Columbian Hospital in New Westminster.  Prior to Valleyview closing, 
it offered 75 beds for patient care. It is not known if or where 75 new 
beds have been created to compensate for the recent loss of Valleyview 
Hospital.

	In addition, when such patients are deemed to be in need of a 
permanent care facility, it is very clear there is a woeful lack of such 
beds within the existing mental health care facilities in BC. Recently, 
there was a report of a woman who had spent almost 500 days 
occupying an acute care bed in Nanaimo General Hospital because there 
was no place for her to go. She had been homeless and is suffering 
from a brain injury, mental illness, behavioral and addiction problems. 
The cost to keep her in an expensive acute care bed was estimated to 
be $700,000 to date…over 7 times the cost of a long-term care bed. 
In addition, the care of other patients who required surgery, etc. would 
have been delayed due to lack of acute care bed space where patient 
normally only stay for several days.  Apparently, there are at least 30 
such patients throughout BC who urgently need a permanent bed in 
an appropriate care facility. And Valleyview was just closed!  Has the 
provincial government taken leave of its senses?  Don Gillespie said it 
best when he said the person in government who made the decision 
to close Valleyview committed a crime against humanity. Bit hard on 
taxpayers, too to be paying for a $1500 per day acute care bed when a 
long-term bed at $200 per day provides more appropriate care.

Action Items of the Month
1. The Uncontroversial Enbridge Pipeline – Your input needed by 
March 13, 11 am sharp

Ever since Christmas, I – and thousands of Canadians - have felt 
pilloried by the Prime Minister for being unpatriotic and falsely accused 
by him and several members of his government for being “under 
foreign influence” (well, I am married to an American – does that 
count?).  People who support a fair and balanced public environmental 
review process have been accused by Joe Oliver, Minister of Natural 
Resources of “threatening to hijack the regulatory system to achieve 
their radical ideological agenda”. Let’s get real. Just like so many 
others who have come under attack, I am a patriotic Canadian citizen 
who cares passionately about the world future generations of Canadian 
will inherit…and I am outraged by these idiotic utterances of this 
Conservative government.

As for the proposed Enbridge pipeline (actually two of them, one 
going each way), there is nothing controversial about it – for a long list 
of reasons, it’s very clear that it should not be built. If we care about 
global warming, we should be seeking ways to reduce oil extraction 
oil from the tar sands – not proposing ways to increase production 
more than three-fold. If we wish to prevent some of the worst impacts 
of global warming, we need to reduce the production and release 
of greenhouse gases. An easy step to take is to stop using the most 
polluting forms of fossil fuels (i.e., coal and tar sand-derived oil) and 
switch to using cleaner-burning natural gas. Production of oil from 
the tar sands actually requires using natural gas to heat the crude oil 
out of the tar sands. This is a really stupid use of natural gas. Instead, 
we should be using this natural gas as a substitute for coal and tar 
sand oil. Two pipelines are required become one will pump natural gas 
condensate to Alberta where it will be used to dilute the tar sand oil so 
that it can move through the pipeline. This seems really questionable 
– wouldn’t it make more sense to refine the natural gas condensate 
(the hydrocarbon components left in natural gas once methane is 
removed) into valuable products?

As a nation, China also should not be taking actions to support 
more oil-burning cars such as building more roads and importing tar 
sand oil…all that would do is repeat some of the worst mistakes the 
developed nations have already made.  Around the world, we need to 
shift to public transit in cities, require more fuel-efficient vehicles where 
public transit is not an option and switch to renewable forms of energy.

If Alberta is going to continue to mine tar-sand oil, even over the 
short term, the province should commit to refining any oil derived from 
it within Alberta and ship only refined product in pipelines. The crude oil 
derived from the tar sands is toxic and should not be pumped through 
long-distance pipelines or transported on ships where its movement 
will always constitute a danger.  It is so dense and tarry that it requires 
a “natural gas condensate” to dilute it to pump it through a pipeline. 
History has shown that transporting crude oil is a hazardous process. 
We should ensure such fuel is as highly refined as possible before it is 
moved long distances though pipelines and tankers so that any spills, 
should they occur, will be easier to clean up. Refining tar sand oil in 
Alberta will also create more jobs in Canada. However, some sources 
say that Prime Minister Harper has already agreed to export crude tar 
sand oil to China to create more jobs in China. Apparently, the Chinese 
government has demanded it. So, to suit them, Harper is willing to 
place our precious environment at risk in BC. The newspapers have 
been full of descriptions of the many risks associated with transporting 
crude tar sand oil through BC on our land and waters. There is little 
need to repeat them here (and space prevents). 

	As I pointed out in the newsletter last month, before any decisions 
are made about exporting more oil, we first need to develop a national 

energy strategy that will meet the needs of Canadians in as 
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nonpolluting a manner as possible. We also 
need strong regulatory policies to prevent 
pollution and ensure any damage is taken 
care of and paid for by those who profit from 
the energy produced rather than those whose 
lands or waters are damaged by toxic spills or 
inadequate pollution control measures. 

Our provincial organization BC Nature, to 
which BMN belongs, has registered as an 
intervener in the National Energy Board hearings 
on the Enbridge pipelines. Rosemary Fox, Chair 
of the BC Nature Conservation Committee and 
her colleagues have been doing an exemplary 
job of preparing a submission and keeping 
us informed of the process as it unfolds. 
However, as individual citizens, I feel we all 
have an obligation to participate in this process 
– especially when those who speak up have 
been so unfairly attacked by elected officials in 
government. There are two ways to participate 
– an oral submission when hearings are held 
in Vancouver next fall or a written submission 
which must be submitted by March 13.  To make 
an oral presentation (no longer than 10 minutes), 
it was necessary to sign up last October. If you did not do this, you 
can still submit a written statement of your heartfelt comments and 
thoughts by March 13.

However, government has not made it easy for you to express your 
thoughts on this important matter. In addition to submitting comments  
to the National Energy Board (this can easily be done by regular 
mail or by submitting statement online but not as an email, see 
www.gatewaypanel.review.gc.ca for details), you must also  
submit 3 copies of your comments to Enbridge. These cannot be 
submitted by email but only by fax or regular mail. The gateway 
website is rather confusing on this but West Coast Environmental 
Law has great information on their website which I really 
recommend you look at (www.wcel.org) to clear up any confusion.

The Joint Panel address is:  Joint Review Panel, Secretary to 
the Joint Review Panel, Enbridge Northern Gateway Project, 444 
Seventh Ave. SW, Calgary, Alberta T2P 0X8. In addition, three copies 
must be mailed to:
 (1)  Kenneth MacDonald, VP, Law and Regulatory Affairs, 
Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipelines, Inc., 30th Floor,  
425 First Street SW, Calgary, Alberta, T2P 3L8.
(2)  Abby Dorval, Manager, Regulatory Affairs,  
Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipelines, Inc, 30 Floor,  
425 First Street SW, Calgary Alberta, T2P 3L8.
(3)  Richard Neufeld, Q.C., Barrister and Solicitor, Fraser Milner 
Casgrain, 15th Floor, 850 – 2nd Street, SW, Calgary Alberta T2P OR8.

Please allow plenty of time for mail delivery. I imagine these people 
will receive mail like some credit card companies do – very slowly. 
In addition, I expect they will be double checking to ensure all three 
copies are received and will be attempting to prevent your voice from 
being heard even if you have a typo in the address, etc.

Young Naturalists Club 
January Event

Young Naturalists learned about how to change the world with 
Elaine Golds and Kiyoshi Takahashi in January at Hyde Creek Education 
Centre in Port Coquitlam in January.  They watched a slide show on the 
beautiful places and wildlife in the Tri-cities area that we should 

protect, then practiced writing a letter to our Prime Minister. This letter 
by Gabriella Gutierrez (9 years old) is now ready to be mailed!  Our 
sincere appreciation goes to the Hyde Creek Watershed Society who 
made the event possible for the Burke Mountain YNC.    
Photo:  N. Nakaya

The Right Honourable Stephen Harper, Prime Minister

Office of the Prime Minister

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A2

Dear Prime Minister Harper:

Re:  Please Ban Imports of Shark Fins

	 The reason I want to ban the imports of shark fins is because 

it’s very cruel to the shark. The fishermen catch the sharks, cut of 

the fins and then throw the sharks back in the ocean. Without fins, 

sharks cannot swim. If they can’t swim, they can’t breathe. If they 

can’t breathe they die very slowly.

	 The fins are used for Shark Fin Soup. Shark Fin Soup is for a 

special occasion in the Chinese community.

	 Maybe we should take care of sharks the way we do with 

cows. We raise cows on farms, we do not take them from the wild. 

We care for them and when we kill them we use every part of the 

animal. I we make shark farming possible it will create jobs and 

will make the shark population grow. I think this is a very  

important thing.

	 Thank you for reading this letter.

Sincerely yours,

Gabriella Gutierrez, Age 9

Cc:  James Moore, MP (James.Moore@parl.gc.ca)

        Fin Donnelly, MP (Fin.Donnelly@parl.gc.ca)
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Nature and Feederwatch   
By Liz Thunstrom

In early January, Victoria Otton saw a bobcat cross Glenayre Drive 
just down the hill from the refinery entrance. It was being closely 
pursued by a group of 7 - 8 raucous crows. She added that she didn’t 
know why the “crows had any caws for concern” about bobcats.

Bird sightings have definitely picked up in January, with some 
unusual species showing 
up in the region.

Michael Vigurs 
spotted what he thought 
was a White-breasted 
Nuthatch during his 
January Riverwatch 
walk at Colony Farm. 
He was able to take 
photographs, which he 
sent to Derek Matthews 
of the Vancouver Avian 
Research Centre for 
confirmation. Derek 
sees Colony Farm as 
a land bridge for birds 
between the interior and 
the coast and suggested 
the sighting was highly 
probable, as White-
breasted Nuthatches are 
common in the Interior.  
Mike noted a pair of 
Hooded Mergansers 
in the new habitat on 
the Wilson Farm and 
a Belted Kingfisher 
in the shrubs along 
the channel. It will be 
interesting to see what 
this area attracts once 
the vegetation stabilizes

Larry Cowan reported 
a Common Redpoll on his 
feeder in Pitt Meadows. 
Apparently there are a 
fair number of Redpolls 
in the Lower Mainland 
this year, often in large 
flocks of Pine Siskins. 
Bill Aaroe, who has been 
seeing large flocks at 
his feeders in Coquitlam, 
also noted several 
Redpolls. Larry and 
his daughter counted 
24 Snowy Owls in the 
Boundary Bay area and 
commented that all 
photographers they saw 
were being well behaved 
and not approaching the 
owls too closely!

Dave Schutz has had a 
Townsend’s Warbler foraging in his yard again this winter. He’s 
had a few good sightings away from home as well. During the 

cold snap he was able to photograph a Virginia Rail standing on ice 
at Colony Farm and Red Crossbills near the shoreline at Maplewood 
flats. He has also had several good looks at a Sora overwintering at 
the Colony Farm duck pond. Another very unusual sighting for the 
farm was a Red-throated Loon Dave spotted upstream from the bridge 
over the Coquitlam River, and not far from the intake to the new fish 
channel. 

Ann and Hilary saw an Orange-crowned Warbler at 
Colony Farm on one of their heron count days, although 
the number of herons seen by the counters  is still no 
more than 5 on any given day. New counters Tim Trivett 
and Lynn Westwick were excited to see two herons and a 
Shrike January 11, near the new channel.

Lee Harding and his group do monthly surveys at 
Colony Farm. Their highlights for January were a Sora 
Rail, a Sharp-shinned Hawk and a Northern Shrike.

I had a wealth of woodpeckers at my feeder during the 
cold weather -Flickers, Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers, as 
well as a Pileated, along with flocks of Siskins, Bushtits 
and Juncos.

Thanks to everyone who sent in sightings this month. It 
encourages all of us to get out there, even in bad weather.

BMN Archives - 
Excerpts from previous 
Feb. newsletters By Anne Holt

February 1993   
“ Bird Sightings: January”   by Christine Hanrahan

This exceptionally cold winter (not over yet) has 
caused suffering to the birds. While sparrows, kinglets, 
chickadees and other small birds are still able to find 
seeds and insect larvae, the bigger birds such as herons 
are having a very tough time. It appears that the cold 
weather has been particularly harsh for Barn Owls, 
which have been found dead in high numbers. If you 
have started a feeder, now is the time to ensure that it 
remains well-stocked, because birds come to rely on your 
food supply. But please make sure it is kept very clean - 
Salmonella isn’t going away. ..... As many of you know by 
now, our Christmas Bird Count on January 3 was a bust! 
However, thank you to all those who participated anyway 
and went out in swirling snow to count birds. Thanks, too, 
to feeder watchers. ....... 

 Also from February 1993      
“Welcome New Members” 
On page 3 of this newsletter there is a list of names 
of those who joined BMN in 1992. There are 67 
memberships listed! Some of these are family 
memberships which means a larger total of people joined 
than the actual membership tally. And some of them are 
still members today! 

 
February 1994   
“Presidents Message” By Jude Grass

   As your new President, this is my first opportunity to 
share some ideas about the club. First of all, it is exciting to be 
part of an enthusiastic, dedicated group that is out there where 
the action is, in the community, and working for the protection 

of its green space. On field trips, the quest for knowledge and 
sharing of information is wonderful, making outings exciting 

Photos by David Schutz:  Crossbills ahoy! at Maplewood. 
Virginial Rail on ice, Colony Farm. 
Red-throated Loon on the Coquitlam River at Colony Farm. 
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The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is a 
member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists)  
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.
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•  to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas, 	
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•  to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the  
    natural world
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Young Naturalists Club: 
Noriko Nakaya (604.675.9031) bmnync@gmail.com 
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Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor 
Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area DeBoville Slough, Como 
Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm
Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough 
Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System, by Christine Hanrahan 
et al, 1994, 121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992, 
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library
The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”, 
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available 
on our website www.bmn.bc.caThis newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre, is ecologo, processed 

chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.

Membership Form
Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

	 ❑ Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

	 ❑ Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year)  
	      (Please include all first names and indicate which are children.) 

	 ❑ Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive ten monthly newsletters  
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also 
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a 
registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

The DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is March 3rd, 2012.

and educational—and for most within the club this is why we join—we 
are interested in natural history. Through our interest we understand the 
importance of conservation, the second reason why most of us belong. 
Both are life long objectives of the dedicated naturalist. ...... BMN is well 
respected within the naturalists’ community for the amount of activities, 
projects, etc. that we are involved in. The local community also knows 
who the Burke Mountain Naturalists are —in fact, BMN’s reputation is 
province-wide. Many clubs ask this club for information and direction on 
handling issues. This is something to be proud of. .......  
Also February 1994     
“Conservation Committee Report” By Elaine Golds

Coquitlam Watershed: Because of the mild weather, the Feb. 2 tour is still 
on for the1990 Harmony Creek landslide [uh, correction, the Association 
of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists has changed their minds 
(under pressure from the GVWD) and now refers to this landslide as 
a “migration of soil and rock from.....the road being constructed.....
which would not meet the normal engineering definition of a slide”]. [A 
Professional forester who inspected the site just after the slide occurred 
disagrees!] Don Gillespie will attend on behalf of BMN.  
February 1998     
“Nature -Feeder Watch” By Carolyn Burr

I received information on the two hummingbirds which have been 
frequenting a feeder at Danville Ct. in Coquitlam since November. The 
male Anna’s has a red throat and crown and, according to Peterson’s 
Guide to Western Birds (1990) is “the only North American hummer with a 
red crown”. The map shows its range extends from northern Mexico and 
Baja peninsula north and west into southern Arizona and north along the 
west coast just into sw. BC and southern Vancouver Island. It is interesting 
to see that our 1961 Peterson Guide to Western Birds shows the range 
as being only as far as San Francisco with winter wanderings only to 
northern California and noted casually in southern Vancouver Island. This 
is obviously a bird that has been (and probably still is) on the move! 
February 2000      
“Ed -Con Committee Report” By Elaine Golds

Pitt River and Area Watershed Network (PRAWN) Update: PRAWN, which is 
“dedicated to the preservation of the Pitt River ecosystem for our children’s 
children” is presently engaged in a huge battle to keep gravel mining out 
of the Upper Pitt river area. ...While the response from the province has not 
been helpful, we are getting overwhelming public support. Last weekend, 
PRAWN participated in the fishing show at the PNE (with the aid of our 
BMN displays). The PRAWN booth was one of the busiest. Members of the 
fishing public can’t understand why anyone in their right mind would allow 
a gravel mine in what is the last, best salmon-producing area in the entire 
lower Fraser River system. We collected about a thousand signed letters 
addressed to the Provincial ministers of Mines and Environment and the 
Federal Minister of Fisheries and Oceans. ...


