
 

 

Pacific Tailed Frogs at  
Mossom Creek  

by Ruth Foster, Co-Founder Mossom Creek Hatchery, 1976 
 

The abundance of tiny Pacific Tailed Frogs in Mossom Creek is a 
testament to its excellent water quality and dependable flow.  
Partially spring fed as it flows down off the north shore of Port 
Moody into Burrard Inlet, Mossom does not dry down significantly in 
summer and its largely intact forest canopy keeps the water well 
shaded and cool.   
Pacific Tailed Frogs, Ascaphus truei, 
are provincially ‘blue listed’ because 
of an increasing dearth and 
fragmentation of the cold fast stream 
habitat on which they depend. 
These Tailed Frogs are also 
federally listed as a Species of 
Special Concern. While other 
species of frogs reproduce in still 
waters, these frogs have 
adaptations that permit them to 
manage all stages of their life in and 
alongside the rushing waters of 
coastal streams. Adult males have a 
tiny tail-like appendage that permits 
the sperm to be inserted into the 
female’s oviduct in the fall where it is 
stored until egg laying the following 
summer.  Paired strings of fertilized 
eggs are glued to cobblestones in the creek. Young Tailed Frogs 
remains as tadpoles for several years and avoid being washed 
downstream because they can adhere to rocks with the large 
sucker that surrounds their mouth. They feed by scraping algae 
from rocks.  To see a short video of the tadpoles, go to the Mossom 
Creek Hatchery website home page www.mossomcreek.org and 
click on the YouTube link. 
Adult Tailed Frogs are voiceless and it is posited that such ability 
would be wasted in the noisy environment of a coastal stream.  
When full grown, they are the size of a large Pacific Chorus Frog, 
Hyla regilla. Their skin is pebbly and usually brown or coppery; the 
eye’s pupil shape is distinctly vertical like a cat’s. It is reported that 
these tiny frogs can survive over twenty years. 
Volunteers at Mossom Creek Hatchery encounter Tailed Frogs 
regularly. When aquatic insects are sampled by rubbing rocks in 
the stream, a tadpole or two is usually collected in the downstream 
net along with a variety of stoneflies, mayflies and caddisflies.  
When we are working at streamside, we are mindful of the possible 
presence of the small adults and we choose our steps carefully.  

This past summer, SFU Master’s student Corinna Lichota 
conducted field research that compared the fish populations above 
and below culverts on several local streams.  On Mossom Creek, 
she found distinct differences in reaches 100 m below and 100 m 
above Ioco Road. Coast Range and Prickly Sculpins were 
abundant downstream of the culvert and completely absent above 
it.  Not surprisingly, given the predatory nature of sculpins, juvenile 
coho and trout were much more numerous above the culvert.  Also, 
while only one Tailed Frog tadpole was collected downstream of 
the culvert, 52 were found in the 100 m reach above it!  It appears 

that the culvert structure controls the 
sculpins’ access to the upper 
reaches of the creek.   
Upstream of the Mossom Creek 
Hatchery, the watershed drains a 
very large area of the Village of 
Anmore - specifically above and 
below East Road. The creek has 
suffered numerous serious siltation 
episodes that have been traced to 
poor development practices in that 
area. Steep slope development is a 
great worry.  Recently, a large swath 
of hillside was cleared of mature 
forest and the creek has become 
noticeable more flashy. Anmore’s 
huge Pinnacle Ridge site is now 
open to individual contractors.  For 
over twenty years, Mossom Creek 
streamkeepers have communicated 

their concerns to the Village of Anmore and it is good news that the 
municipality has improved its environmental oversight in the past 
two years.  Hopefully each new builder and homeowner in the 
watershed will follow best environmental management practices.  If 
this could be assured, the Tailed Frogs, the Red-legged Frogs, the 
Chum and Coho Salmon, the aquatic insects and all other living 
things that depend on the Mossom Creek watershed might stand a 
chance.  Clearly there is much ongoing monitoring and educational 
work to be done. 
http://www.geog.ubc.ca/biodiversity/factsheets/pdf/Ascaphus_truei.pdf  
A good field guide is Lone Pine Publishing’s Amphibians of Oregon, 
Washington and British Columbia by Corkran and Thoms. 
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NEXT MEETING: 

Tuesday, November 13th at 7:30pm: 
Como Lake United Church 

King Albert Avenue, Coquitlam 
 

Guest speaker will be Christianne Wilhelmson on 
Oil Tankers on Burrard Inlet (re-scheduled from Sept.) 
 

Visit our website for updates and additional information: 

www.bmn.bc.ca 
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Upcoming Events 
Wednesday, October 10 at 7:00 PM:  Town Hall Style Meeting 

 on Burnaby Tankers and Pipelines hosted by the Wilderness 
Committee, Tanker Free BC and BROKE (Burnaby Residents 
Opposed to Kinder Morgan Expansion) to raise awareness about 
Kinder Morgan’s proposal to build a new tar sands pipeline through 
their community, and about the resulting tanker traffic that will travel 
through Burrard Inlet. At Confederation Community Centre, 4585 
Albert Street, Burnaby.  For more information, call 604-683-8220 

Friday, October 12 at 6:00 PM:  Special Children's Art  

Exhibition: WILD@ART at the VanDusen Botanical Gardens.  This 
exhibition showcases BC’s endangered species and is hosted by 
the Wilderness Committee as part of their campaign for 
endangered species legislation in BC. Students from Kamloops to 
Vancouver have contributed diverse artwork celebrating BC’s at-
risk wildlife. The opening Night Reception is on October 12 from 6 
to 9 pm at VanDusen Botanical Gardens in Vancouver for an art 
exhibition Enjoy great art, food, wine, and inspiring speakers.  The 
exhibition runs from Oct. 8 to Nov. 13 at the VanDusen Botanical 
Gardens, 5251 Oak St, Vancouver. 

Saturday, October 13 from 11am to 3 pm:  Burns Bog and  
nearby wetlands have been given a Ramsar  designation. Find out 

what this designation means for Burns Bog at this event to 
celebrate the new designation. Meet at 4-7953 120 Street, Delta, 

right behind the Greek Village Restaurant at the intersection of 
Scott Road & 80th. Coffee and Labrador tea by donation. RSVP at 
events@burnsbog.org. 

Sunday, October 14 at 12:00 PM:  Ioco Ghost Town Day, Port  

Moody.  Celebrate a unique community—the heritage site that was 
once the Imperial Oil Company town on the north shore of Burrard 
Inlet. This is a free family event with family activities, variety show 
entertainments, kids’ games and crafts. Lawn Bowling Green, Ioco 
Townsite. From noon – 4 pm. 

Sunday, October 14 at 1:00 PM:  Last guided tree tour of the  

season at Riverview.  Join the Riverview Horticultural Centre 
Society for a guided tour of the heritage trees on the Riverview 
Lands. This is a glorious time of year to view the trees. Tour lasts 
about two hours, and goes rain or shine. Wear comfortable shoes 
and dress for the weather. Dogs on leash are welcome. For more 
information, see the Riverview Horticultural Centre Society’s 
website or phone 604.290.9910. Meet on the uphill side of the 
Henry Esson Young (HEY) Building. For additional information, see 
www.rhcs.org.  Banners and signs will be in place to lead you 
through the site. To reach HEY building take Holly Drive through 
the hospital grounds, then go uphill on Oak Crescent, and 
the HEY is on your right on Kalmia Drive. Find parking, and meet at 
the front door. Buses do go through the grounds (#177). Ask to be 
let off at Holly Dr and Lilac, or Holly Dr and Sorrel, and walk uphill 
to Kalmia.  Note: Special tours for groups can be arranged by 
contacting Mary at 604-939-7769 or Norma at 604-942-7378, or 
leave a message at 604-290-9910. 

Tuesday, October 16 at 7:15 pm:  BMN Education-Conservation 

Committee meeting at Elaine’s.  Any BMN member who is 
interested in joining this committee is most welcome to attend.  
Contact Elaine at 604-937-3483. 

Saturday, October 20  Evans Valley Trail (Golden Ears Park) 

This is a trail that has not been on the Golden Ears Provincial Park 
trail map for many years, but it is still used and has been recently 
worked on. The trail stays close to Evans Creek and travels through 
a forest with large old growth trees. Views of Evans Peak and 
Blanchard Needle can be seen on a clear day. This is a moderate 
hike. Roundtrip distance is 9 km (5.6 mi) with an elevation gain of 
500 m (1640 ft). Meet at the Starbucks parking lot on the corner of 

Lougheed Hwy and Oxford Street in Port Coquitlam at 8:00 am. 
Return 4:00 pm. For info call Ian (604-939-4039). 

Saturday, Oct 20 at 8 am or 9 pm:  Birding at Colony Farm with  

Lee Harding.  Join Lee at 8 am at the end of Colony Farm Road in 
Coquitlam or Mike Griffin at the Shaughnessy Street entrance in 
Port Coquitlam at 9 am. Phone Lee 604-469-6795 to confirm time 
and get additional information. 

Saturday, Oct 20 at 1 pm:  Join members of the Wilderness  

Committee for their Annual General Meeting at their Water Street 
office in Gastown on the 4th floor of 341 Water St. 

Sunday, October 21 at 11:00 AM:  Witness the return of the  

Salmon to Kanaka Creek, Maple Ridge. 
Hosted by the Kanaka Education and Environmental Partnership 
Society (KEEPS) and Metro Vancouver. 
From 11 – 3. Located on 240th Street, north of the Lougheed Hwy. 
For info, call 604.530.4983. 

Sunday, October 21 at 11:00 AM:  Hoy Creek's Salmon Come  

Home Festival.  The Hoy Creek Fish Hatchery celebrates the return 
of BC’s favorite fish with fishy activities including salmon viewing, 
children’s crafts and music. BMN will be at this annual celebration 
with our display and children’s puzzles along with many other 
volunteers and local stewardship groups. Dress for the weather.  
Festival runs from 11 are – 3 pm. Location is around the Hoy Creek 
Hatchery, just downstream of Douglas College (north of Coquitlam 
City Hall and west of the Aquatic Centre). 

Monday, October 22: The call has gone out to people across BC  

concerned about the environment and impacts of pipeline 
construction to join hundreds of others to protest at the Legislative 
Buildings in Victoria. A mass sit-in in will occur in Victoria at the BC 
Legislature. The event is sponsored by Defend Our Coast and 
others.  It will provide individuals a chance to express their 
opposition to proposed tar sands pipelines and tankers for BC. 
Organizers are planning what they hope will be Canada’s largest 
ever act of peaceful civil disobedience. 

Wednesday, October 24 at 10:30 am:  The Retired Teachers of  

School District # 43 (Coquitlam) will hear a presentation by Elaine 
Golds and Victoria Otton on the history and current activities of 
BMN.  

Tuesday, October 30 from 9 am – noon somewhere in Port  
Moody:  Port Metro Vancouver invites people to attend an 

upcoming Phase 2 workshop with an opportunity to review and 
provide feedback on the goals, objectives and policies of their draft 
Land Use Plan which will articulate the Port’s policies on land use 
and development, and will identify the types of uses appropriate on 
land and water across its jurisdiction over the next 15-20 years.  
Check their website, www.portmetrovancouver.com/landuseplan, 
for an update on the location of this workshop which is yet to be 
announced.  If you are concerned about impacts on recreational 
use of Burrard Inlet from increased tanker traffic, now is the time to 
speak up. 

 Tuesday, October 30 at 7:15 pm:  BMN Executive meeting at  

Victoria’s. 
Saturday, November 3 9 am – 3 pm:  Metro Vancouver Parks  

will host their annual Parkfest day at BCIT.  For more information, 
contact Trina in the Central Area Office at 604-520-6442. 

Saturday, November 3 from 9 am – 2:30 pm:  Next meeting of  

the Coquitlam River Roundtable at the Outlet in Leigh Square next 
to the Port Coquitlam City Hall.  Learn about watershed planning 
and other projects in the watershed. Krista Englund, a BMN 
member, has recently been hired to be the new part-time 
Coordinator for the Roundtable.   

Saturday, November 10 at 9:00 AM:  Birding with Larry at  

DeBoville Slough and Minnekhada Park 

mailto:events@burnsbog.org
mailto:events@burnsbog.org
http://www.rhcs.org/
tel:%28604-939-4039
http://defendourcoast.ca/
http://www.portmetrovancouver.com/landuseplan
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Join leader Larry Cowan and members of Nature Vancouver 
for a half-day birding field trip to DeBoville 
Slough/Minnekhada Regional Park. This area is home to 
many over wintering species with waterfowl in the sloughs, 
ponds and river, with a chance of raptors over the fields. 
Meet in the parking lot adjacent to the washroom facilities at 
Cedar & Victoria Drives. in NE Coquitlam at 9:00 A.M. We 
will position an appropriate number of vehicles in the parking 
area off Quarry Road in Minnekhada Park for our return trip. 
Contact Larry at lawrencecowan@shaw.ca for more info 

Tuesday, November 13 at 7:30 PM:  BMN monthly 

meeting.   
Guest Speaker on "Oil Tankers on Burrard Inlet". This is the 
talk that was scheduled for our September meeting. Unlike 
the Enbridge pipeline in northern BC, the proposed twinning 
of the Kinder Morgan pipeline to carry diluted bitumen from 
Alberta to a coastal terminus in Burnaby has received little 
attention. The expansion means a huge jump in the number 
and size of tankers on Burrard Inlet and in the Strait of 
Georgia. The Georgia Strait Alliance is encouraging local 
residents to get informed about this proposal. The executive 
director of the organization, Christianne Wilhelmson, will present a 
slide show on this issue at the Tuesday, Nov 13th meeting of the 
Burke Mountain Naturalists. The Georgia Strait Alliance is 
concerned about potential spills of heavy tar-like bitumen, and they 
suggest that communities should focus not on pipeline expansion 
but on transitioning to new sustainable sources of energy. 

Sunday, December 2 at 1:00 PM:  Christmas Open House at the  

Burnaby Lake Nature House. Enjoy a guided winter walk along 
forested trails to discover wildlife in the Park and learn about the 
lake and its history. Afterwards, join members of the Burnaby Lake 
Park Association for kid-friendly activities and complimentary 
refreshments in the Nature House. Dress for the weather. Meet at 
the Burnaby Lake Nature House, 4519 Piper Ave, off Winston St, 
Burnaby. For info, call 604.520.6442.  From 1 – 3 pm. 
 

Annual Silent Auction at 
December BMN Meeting 
by Victoria Otton 
Mark your calendars for the evening of Tuesday, December 11

th 
– 

the date of BMN’s annual Silent Auction, with only two weeks to go 
until that Christmas shopping needs to be done!  As in previous 
auctions, this year’s event will have an appealing assortment of 
nature-themed items donated by local businesses, as well as 
nearly-new books and items donated by our members.  Some 
businesses have generously donated gift coupons, and we will also 
have gift coupons for what we now call “BMN Time and Talent” 
donated by our members.  For example, on the auction block this 
year is an hour or two of tutoring with a very patient BMN member 
who is a whiz with PowerPoint, Excel and Word. Another member 
is offering 3 hours of his handyman services again this year. Do 
you have some skill or hobby that you’d like to share with other 
members? A half-day trip in your canoe or boat?  An afternoon of 
bird or plant identification?  Some special cookery skill? This is your 
chance to be creative!  If you can offer a service or if you have an 
item to donate, please contact Carole Edwards 
(caroleedwards@shaw.ca, 604.461.3864) or Victoria Otton 
(votton@sfu.ca, 604.937.5379).  
One corner of the room that is always lively during our auctions is 
the Baked Goods Table. This is a great opportunity to stock up on 
delicious baking, and preserves and other sweets for the holidays.  
If you have some specialty baking that you do this time of year that 
you could donate to the Bake Table, please contact Liz Thunstrom 
(ethunstrom@shaw.ca, 604. 939.9571).   

The BMN Silent Auction is a chance to get some good deals on 
gifts for yourself or others, and to support a worthy cause at the 
same time.  This year, a small portion of the funds raised will be 
used to meet the club’s operating expenses, but the bulk of the 
proceeds will be donated to the Wildlife Rescue Association of BC 
in Burnaby.  BMN has donated to WRA several times in the past.  
They are always in need of funds and this is one way we can show 
our continuing support of the valuable job that they do. Several 
BMN members are also active volunteers at WRA.  
December 11

th
 will be an evening packed with good cheer, good 

food and great company. One of the highlights of the evening will 
be Ian McArthur’s slide-show on “The BMN Year in Review”. Bring 
your friends and neighbours and let’s make this year a huge 
success.  We hope to see you there!   
 
Please note that the doors will open 30 mins earlier than usual 
for this meeting -- at 7 pm -- to provide more time for viewing 
items, bidding and counter-bidding. 
Notice of Annual General Meeting – Dec. 11th at 7:30 pm 
 

Coastal Waterbird Survey 
If you would like to become more familiar with the birds that use the 

Port Moody inlet and make a contribution to “citizen science”, the 

Coastal Waterbird Survey looking for volunteers to join in the 

monthly waterbird count from the Shoreline Trail in Port Moody.  

We go out on the second Sunday of the month from September to 

April (see schedule below).  The count typically takes place on the 

high tide and all eyes are useful, experienced or not.  Contact 

Krista Englund at kenglund@alumni.sfu.ca for more information. 

 

SURVEY DATES 2012-2013 
 

Sunday September 9 
Sunday October 14 

Sunday November 11 
Sunday December 9 
Sunday January 13 
Sunday February 10 

Sunday March 10 
Sunday April 14 

 
 
 

A Western Grebe is released back into the wild after being cared for at 
Wildlife Rescue in Burnaby. Funds raised at this year’s silent auction will 

support the work of the Wildlife Rescue Association. 

mailto:lawrencecowan@shaw.ca
mailto:kenglund@alumni.sfu.ca
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Education-Conservation 
Report by Elaine Golds 
We are now well into our regular fall events and truly appreciate the 
BMN volunteers who come out to be with our displays, chat with 
members of the public and help children with our wildlife puzzles.  
Despite some trepidation over the closure of the Henry Esson 
Young building, TreeFest was once more a wonderful success with 
many people showing up to participate in tree tours and heritage 
building walks. TreeFest does not happen without considerable 
planning. Carole Edwards represents BMN on the Planning 
Committee, which meets several times throughout the year - we 
really appreciate her efforts. In addition, other BMN members 
attend these meetings for the Riverview Horticultural Society 
(Donna Crosby & Mary Brown). It was great to see many, many 
BMN members volunteering at TreeFest on behalf of various local 
groups.  In particular, Don Gillespie was a leader for some of the 
history tours conducted by bus. These were very popular with 
standing room only.   In general, all the tree tours were 
exceptionally popular as was Don Luxton’s heritage building walk.  
Back at the BMN/Naturescape/CFPA tent, we much appreciated 
help from Hilary, Anne, Victoria and Jenny. 
Just over 20 people, including a number of BMN members, showed 
up to help remove knotweed at DeBoville Slough in late September.  
Although I was unable to attend, I understand the group is making 
great progress with the knotweed now under apparent control in 
several areas – although ongoing weeding and surveillance will be 
required to keep the knotweed “in its place”. 
We had glorious sunshine for the Rivers Day event at Lions Park in 
Port Coquitlam – a new venue which we thought was terrific. We 
didn’t need to worry about getting blown away by the winds which 
often whip down the Pitt River at Peace Park. Attendance was light, 
but, hopefully, more people will be aware of the event site by next 
year.  Once again, much thanks to Victoria, Don, Carole and Anne 
for helping under the BMN tent. Other BMN members were busy 
volunteering for other groups at this event. 
 

Riverview Heritage Conservation Report – 
Passion and Metrics are Missing 
 A few days before this newsletter deadline, a draft Heritage 
Conservation Plan was released by the group of consultants hired 
by the provincial government to conduct the public consultation last 
spring and prepare the report which is now posted at 
www.riverviewvalues.com. Public meetings were held in early 
October to solicit feedback from the public. In general, the report 
appears to adequately document much of the history of Riverview 
but I found it to be quite lack-lustre and lacking in detail when 
summarizing public input. Apparently, a total of 702 questionnaires 
were submitted but, for some reason, the number of participants 
was listed as only 577. The reason for this apparent discrepancy is 
not clear. Of those who submitted responses, about two thirds were 
from the Tri-Cities area and 31% from the Metro Vancouver area.  
The people who responded were mainly casual recreational visitors 
(54%), members of a special interest group (24%) or “other” (37%).  
Note: these percentages total more than 100% because some 
people checked off more than one category. 
The summary of public input is quite unsatisfactory and a bit of a 
mish-mash to read through.  For example, it was reported people 
felt “many buildings were old and have little value” and that “some 
buildings with bars evoke a prison like atmosphere which it was for 
some” but nowhere was it stated how many responses fell into that 
category, i.e., were these single one-off comments or commonly-
repeated themes? This is simply not an acceptable way to 
summarize public input from hundreds of people.  Other responses 

were more along the lines we would anticipate such as “majestic 
old buildings, stunning old brick facades” and “the healing qualities 
of natural and green spaces”. I expect such positive remarks 
formed the majority of comments submitted – but we have no way 
of knowing as quantitative summaries were not provided.  We have 
every right to expect some quantifiable summary of public input in 
this report but this is totally missing.  Without such numbers, there 
is no way to get a sense for how the majority of people responded 
to the questionnaire.  When I first attended the public meetings this 
spring and saw there was no questionnaire that asked people to 
rank their feelings about Riverview, I feared exactly this outcome. 
There are a number of photographs in the report but none of them 
has a written legend so it is sometimes hard to understand what 
exactly is being shown and why. Another, more minor, concern is 
that Kiyoshi’s bird checklist is provided in the report but no credit is 
given for where it came from so some readers could make the 
mistake of thinking it was based on data collected by the 
consultants. A number of reports are listed but no information is 
provided as to where these reports may be obtained. Even the 
BMN report on Riverview is simply listed as “unpublished” although 
it has been available on our website for many years. Comments on 
the draft report are due Oct 10 so a quick response from the public 
is required. 
The report also seems rather negative when assessing the value of 
Riverview.  A number of “enduring myths” are discussed. These 
include the misunderstanding that John Davidson played a critical 
role in the planting of the trees in the arboretum (this is a good point 
that we should keep in mind – John Davidson had moved to UBC 
by the time much of the landscaping was done at Riverview) as well 
as the apparently false perception that Riverview was a leading 
edge treatment facility throughout its entire history (?). It is, 
perhaps, not surprising that Riverview was not considered “leading 
edge” during the last years of its downsizing but I hardly feel this is 
a fair comment and it certainly detracts from the valuable 
leadership role the hospital played in providing mental health care 
in the earlier part of the 20

th
 century. 

While some negative comments are made about the tree collection, 
e.g., “the majority of the trees are species commonly found and 
used in parks and the public realm around the Lower Mainland”, the 
appendix at the end of the report nicely summarizes and identifies 
rare specimens including some species at risk. I am sure BMN 
members will be delighted to see the inclusion of this information in 
the report. 
Also absent from the report is an expert evaluation of the site by 
heritage architects.  The Stantec reports done in the 1990s when 
the site was being evaluated provide the most recent such 
evaluation to the bests of my knowledge. To my mind, this report 
should have included some relevant comments from the Stantec 
reports so that members of the public have a good sense of what 
experienced architects have to say about Riverview.  Simply 
reporting on comments from the public is quite inadequate for a 
proper heritage evaluation.  
The final part of the report which deals with Heritage Conservation 
Planning is also disappointing.  Most of the language is typical 
“boiler-plate” stuff which is probably taken directly from other 
documents. For example, a number of conservation approaches 
were outlined ranging from “maintenance” through to “managed 
decline” with no recommendations for which approach would be the 
best fit for Riverview. The conservation principles and immediate 
actions were feeble and lacking in substance.   
The City of Coquitlam’s Riverview Advisory Committee had 
requested a meeting with the consultants once the draft Heritage 
Conservation Plan was released but this request was denied.  We 
can expect the focus to soon shift towards land use planning for 
Riverview’s future uses. One thing seems clear; the provincial 
government no longer appears to be rushing into this process and 

http://www.riverviewvalues.com/
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this is a good thing! Currently, it is anticipated this land use 
planning will take several months and continue into spring. Frankly, 
I think the development of an adequate future land use plan for 
Riverview will require a much longer time frame. We must ensure 
this planning process is not rushed and that time is allowed for 
potential partners to come forward while ideas for future use slowly 
develop and take shape. 
I was really pleased to see that Metro Vancouver Parks submitted a 
letter to Greg Hamilton, the provincial Real Estate Manager for 
Riverview, regarding Riverview which indicated Metro Vancouver is 
interested in participating in the future planning of the Riverview 
lands. They also submitted a brief report outlining their position that 
the connections with Colony Farm should be strengthened in the 
future in a way that will provide benefits for the region’s residents 
and wildlife. They also stated support for a thorough planning 
process to determine the future of this important site. It’s wonderful 
to have such a strongly worded letter from Metro Vancouver. I hope 
this will be the beginning of a new era in which we can work 
together with them to achieve some common objectives and forge a 
new vision for Riverview.     
 

Colony Farm Park Update 
A New Agricultural Proposal 
Just before newsletter deadline, I received a phone call from Frieda 
Schade, Central Area Manager for Metro Vancouver Parks, to 
inform me the Parks Committee would be receiving a report at their 
October 4 meeting which will recommend the initiation of a program 
at Colony Farm Park with Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU) in 
Surrey. While I have not had time to review this report in detail (it is 
available on the Metro Vancouver website – look under the Parks 
Committee agenda), KPU is apparently proposing to use the field 
formerly farmed by the Progressive Inter-Cultural Society (PICS) for 
their educational training. Frieda was concerned we might oppose 
this project and offered to host a meeting to listen to our concerns 
and answer questions. We will try to set up such a meeting in the 
next couple of weeks.  While we had expressed serious 
reservations about the introduction of commercial farming to Colony 
Farm Park, there are, I believe, far fewer concerns (if any) about a 
partnership between an educational institution and Metro 
Vancouver Parks. This could become the equivalent of the “UBC 
Farm”, a popular area at UBC where apprentice farmers receiving 
training and nature, apparently, abounds with birding walks offered 
on a regular basis. Kwantlen is initially proposing farming in a 5.6 
hectare space. Lazuli bunting habitat in the treed areas of this field 
will be set aside as will the wetland areas where the SORA nested 
(an area also used by the buntings). The shed used by the barn 
owls will apparently remain in place. Students using this field will be 
enrolled in KPU’s Sustainable Agriculture Program. My main 
concern with this proposal was with some of the crops proposed 
such as blueberries which could attract bears and starlings with 
consequent negative impacts for park safety and biodiversity.   
 

Kinder Morgan Pipeline Concerns 
In the September issue of the BMN newsletter, I outlined a number 
of concerns regarding the proposed twinning of the Kinder Morgan 
pipeline which runs through Coquitlam on its way from Alberta to 
Burnaby. A major reason to be concerned is Kinder Morgan’s plan 
to ship diluted bitumen through this pipeline. Dilbit, as it is 
commonly called, is a much more hazardous material to transport 
than crude oil. Nor can we be assured by Kinder Morgan’s safety 
record.  For example last year, U.S. regulators caught Kinder 
Morgan, a big pipeline player with extensive Canadian properties 
and controversial bitumen expansion plans, violating welding codes 
and nearly a dozen other sections of the US Pipeline Safety 
Regulations when Kinder Morgan was building the Rocky Express 

natural gas pipeline between 2007 and 2008. This year, the US 
regulators fined the company $347,000 for a number of infractions 
including operating their pipeline at higher pressures than allowed. 
Victoria has kindly laminated a map of the route taken by Kinder 
Morgan’s pipeline through Coquitlam (thanks also to the office of 
MP Fin Donnelly for providing us with a copy of the map). We will 
have this map on display at upcoming events. It remains unclear if 
Kinder Morgan will have sufficient space to twin this pipeline – 
some rerouting is likely to be needed which will involve the 
expropriation of more private land. People who seek more 
information about the expropriation process are encouraged to 
come to the October 10 meeting in Burnaby (see Announcements). 
 

Action Item:  Protect the ALR 

in Pitt Meadows by Elaine Golds 
Construction of one new road always seems to lead to many more.  

The construction of the Golden Ears Bridge in Maple Ridge has 

been a perfect example - I can hardly recognize the Lougheed 

Highway in this area now because there are so many new 

“connector” roads in place. Construction of these roads has led to 

the loss of considerable agricultural land in the surrounding areas.  

Years ago, we participated in an ultimately futile yet lovely 

demonstration to protect an organic blueberry farm threatened by 

such road construction which was proposed to provide a 

“connector” to the bridge even though the bridge was many miles 

away. 

It seems there are still, apparently, not quite enough new connector 

roads.  Pitt Meadows Council recently considered a proposal to 

exclude (i.e., remove) more agricultural land from the Agricultural 

Land Reserve (ALR) to build yet one more connector. Despite the 

submission of a petition with over a hundred names on it, Pitt 

Meadows Council seems inclined to support taking 33 more 

hectares of land out of the ALR to construct a connector road north 

of the Lougheed Highway from Harris Road to Golden Ears Way. 

The public hearing was held in mid September so Council is likely 

to make a decision soon. Joe Foy from the Wilderness Committee, 

who attended the public hearing and spoke at it, has suggested 

now is the time to start writing to the Agricultural Land Commission 

(ALC) to request the Commission to not allow the loss of more 

valuable agricultural land. If you go to the Wilderness committee 

website, you can click on to a page 

(http://wildernesscommittee.org/write_wild_save_pitt_meadows_en

endanger_farmland) which allows you to compose your own letter 

and email it. Alternatively, you can write one in the old fashioned 

way to Mr. Brian Underhill, Executive Director, BC Agricultural Land 

Commission, 133-4940 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC  V5G 4K6. It is 

clear there is strong public support in Pitt Meadows to keep this 

land in the ALR even though Council thinks it would be better 

developed as a shopping mall and more office space. Remember 

how much farmland has already been lost in Pitt Meadows in recent 

years. Please, show your support for farmland by writing a letter to 

the ALC to request an end to this continual loss of vital agricultural 

soils. The land in question is still apparently being used to grow 

crops. Apparently, some members of Pitt Meadows Council has 

convinced themselves this new road would actually “help” farmers 

to access their lands more easily! 

 

http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/staticfiles/PHMSA/DownloadableFiles/Enforcement%20Notices/320121003_NOPV%20PCP%20PCO_06152012.pdf
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Young Naturalists Club  
September Explorer Day - Burke Mountain Young 
Naturalist Shoreline Cleanup by Nicholas Ward (13) 
On September 22 2012, The Burke Mountain Young Naturalist Club 
participated in the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup near the 
Noons Creek Salmon Hatchery in Port Moody. Even though there 
were only two families there, we found quite a lot of garbage and 
some very interesting stuff.  
To find the garbage, we went down to the beach and started 
looking around above the tideline where the beach meets the forest 
because the tide would probably have washed away anything 
below that line. We spent about an hour and a half looking for 
garbage and collected about two garbage bags full. Some of the 
more interesting things that we found were two golf balls, a big 
pipe, some cool pottery, a spoon, and little toy boat. We also found 
lots of small pieces of carpet, some cigarette butts, lots of plastic 
bags, plenty of recyclable drink cans and plastic bottles, and a 
bunch of Styrofoam.  
It was a bit surprising that we did not find anywhere near as much 
garbage on the beach itself as I would have expected but there was 
a lot in the old foundations. I was also surprised by the abundance 
of bricks all over the beach but later learned that there was a brick 
factory there.  
I think that it was really important that people participate in the 
shoreline cleanup but wish that we didn't have to because people 
would be responsible with their garbage.   
 

Nature and Feeder Watch 

by Liz Thunstrom 

This has been a quiet 
month for sightings, 
possibly due to the 
very warm 
temperatures 
delaying some of the 
migrants, but there 
have been a few 
interesting birds show 
up.  
Victoria had a White-
throated Sparrow for 
several days, along 
with an Anna’s 
Hummingbird, and 
Orange-crowned and 
Yellow-rumped 
Warblers of the 
Myrtle variety in her 
habitat garden in Port 
Moody. Larry saw a White-throated Sparrow on a feeder in Pitt 
Meadows and a Gray Catbird at Grant Narrows, very late in the 
season for a catbird. 
Anne and Hilary saw 12 Turkey Vultures fly over the Pitt River from 
Minnekhada to settle in a stand of trees, then take flight back to the 
DeBoville side of the river, where they descended into a large tree 
to be photographed! 
Dave Schutz saw and photographed an adult Green Heron, and a 
juvenile Great Blue heron and Belted Kingfisher, all at Colony Farm 
Park.  He got some excellent shots of the birds and was most 
surprised how close they allowed him to get, especially the adult 
bird.  
City of Coquitlam parks have recently removed the accumulation of 
silt from the NE settling pond in the wetland area of Como Lake 

Park. These ponds were originally designed to prevent sediment 
from the storm drains from entering the lake, but over 12 years 
sediment built up almost up to the bridge. The resident stickleback 
were caught with a small dip net and replaced when the cleaning 
was completed.  A week after this was done, I saw a juvenile Great 
Blue Heron on the creek bank fishing. It was quite unafraid of 
passersby and I got an excellent view of the bird. 
On a recent walk at DeBoville with my granddaughter, we saw a 
kingfisher hovering for several seconds before diving, a Cooper’s 
hawk flying along the ditch and at least four bears feeding in the 
blueberry fields.  There was a lot of bear scat on the dyke as well. 
On September 16th I once again saw two Sandhill Cranes flying NE 
over my house, calling constantly - it is an unforgettable sound.   
This is only the second time I have ever seen these birds near 
here. On the 30th, the first American Coot appeared at the lake. 
Recently I was in Campbell River but I saw and heard very few 
songbirds and no eagles or seabirds, which surprised me. 
 
Thanks again to this month’s contributors. 
 

BMN’s 2012 Annual General 
Meeting will be on Tuesday, 
December 11 at 7:30 pm  

in our usual meeting place. As part of the AGM, there will be an 
election for the 2013 Board of Directors. Any BMN member is 
eligible to sit on the Board and people willing to serve as ‘members-
at-large’ are especially welcome. This position will give you an 
opportunity to be involved in the behind-the-scene workings of the 
club, making decisions on directions and issues the club takes on, 
and organizing the monthly meetings and other events. The Board 
meets once a month (except during the summer), and it is 
invariably a pleasant evening spent among friends. Please contact 
Victoria if you have any questions about joining this committee. 
 
The AGM evening will also include a year-end slide show 
presented by Ian McArthur, and BMN’s annual silent auction. This 
year, funds raised at the silent auction will be donated to the 
Wildlife Rescue Association of BC located in Burnaby. We will also 
use some of these funds to support BMN activities over the coming 
year.   
  

Request for a Volunteer (small 

job): Magazine Exchange, Anyone? 
Is there anyone interested in organizing a magazine exchange for 
BMN? The idea is that members attending BMN meetings can bring 
recent issues of magazines (e.g., Beautiful BC, birding and 
gardening magazines, Harpers, The Walrus, The New Yorker) to be 
passed along to anyone who wants them. “Exchange” isn’t quite the 
right word to describe this as it’s not necessary to bring a magazine 
to take one away. Take them all away, if you wish!  I think that a lot 
of us with magazine subscriptions feel a bit guilty about it. The guilt 
of our guilty pleasure might be lessened if we could pass our 
magazines along so that a few more eyes enjoyed them before 
they get tossed in the big blue box. What is needed is someone 
who is willing to take remaining magazines home with them after 
the meeting, and bring them back for the following meeting.  Ideally, 
the selection will be constantly refreshed. It’s not necessary for the 
person who takes this on to attend every single meeting, so don’t 
let that deter you from stepping up!   
If this interests you, please contact Victoria (604.937.5379). 

White-throated Sparrow 

in Victoria’s yard 

 photo:  H. Maguire 
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BMN Archives - Excerpts from 
previous October newsletters        
by Anne Holt 
 

From Oct. 1989          
"Flowers First"    from the Globe and Mail, 2 September 1989 

   “I note the headline in the continuation of your Aug. 19 story on 
the Furbish lousewort (Rare Flower, Power Plant Vie for Tenure on 
N.B. site) as ‘Flower Threatens Project’. 
Isn't it time we started reading headlines which read ‘Project 
Threatens Flower?’ 
     Alec Sommerville, Windsor Ontario” 
  

From October 1990          
"Editorial"       by Christine Hanrahan 

       "Listen! The wind is rising, 
       And the air is wild with leaves, 
       We have had our summer evenings, 
       Now for October eves.     
         Humbert Wolfe,  Autumn, 1926 
 

 Summer evenings, and summer days, have indeed disappeared, 
but autumn brings its own beauty. The bright colours of summer 
give way to the muted tones of brown and gold, a soothing palette 
after the sun- drenched days of summer. October is also the time of 
returning birds; leaving their northerly homes they come to spend 
the winter months in our more temperate climate.  ........ 
  

Also from October 1990         
"Announcements" -   Christmas Raffle         

It is not too early to begin saving items for our 2nd annual 
Christmas Raffle. Last year we successfully raised over $25.00 to 
buy an acre of tropical rainforest through World Wildlife Fund. 
Remember - the gifts need not be fancy, elaborate or expensive. 
Anything you no longer want (as long as it is in reasonable 
condition!) will do. Just gift-wrap and bring for the draw. 
  

From October 1991          
"Colony Farm Walkabout" by Elaine Golds 

 The second annual Colony Farm Walkabout was a huge success! 
Over 200 people joined us to savour the delights of the farm. There 
were young folk and old, kids on bikes and in strollers and 1 dog.  
There was even an enthusiastic Brownie Pack. A festive air 
predominated as crowds surged around the displays, talked to each 
other, picked up free handouts, and looked through the spotting 
scope while waiting for the opening "ceremony"! ........ 
One of the most frequently heard comments concerned access to 
the farm. Most people didn't know they could walk through the farm 
and they were delighted to discover a new and very delightful green 
space to explore. This, of course, is what our Walkabout is all about 
- spreading awareness of Colony Farm, on the theory that the more 
people who know and use the farm, the more voices there will be in 
support of its preservation. ....... 
 

From October 1992      
"Fabulous Frogs" by Pamela Hickman 

Frogs belong to a group of animals called amphibians, along with 
salamanders and toads. The word amphibian means double life, as 
most amphibians spend part of their lives on land and part in water. 
Amphibians were the first vertebrates to live on the land. It is 
believed that they evolved from fish about 350 million years ago, 
well before dinosaurs roamed the earth. . . . 
Is it a frog or a toad? - Although they look alike, it’s easy to tell them 
apart when you know what to look for. 
 - Frogs have slender bodies with smooth, wet skin. The round 
bodies of toads are covered with rough, dry skin. 

 - The long hind legs of frogs help them take large leaps and jumps. 
Toads have shorter legs for small hops. 
 - A Frogs mouth has small teeth to hold its prey. Toads are 
toothless. 
 - Most frogs lay their eggs in water in masses of floating jelly. 
Toads lay their eggs in long strings of jelly wrapped around 
underwater plants. 
 - You'll always find frogs living in or very near water. Adult toads 
may be found a long way from water.  ........ 
  

From October 1995        
"Grand Opening of Maplewood Flats"  

by Norma Gillespie and Joan Spira. 
In September a small group of BMN members joined a tour of 
Maplewood Flats Wildlife Conservation Area. This is the first 
conservation area to be established by the Wild Bird Trust of BC. 
Located on the north shore of Burrard Inlet, a little east of the 
Second Narrows Bridge, the site had formerly been a saltmarsh, 
and later was overlaid with tons of excavation material and 
demolition debris. 
 Volunteers have worked tirelessly for some years to clean up the 
site, and within the last year have planted native vegetation, set up 
a nursery to propagate more native plants, built a viewing platform 
and equipped a trailer and shed as headquarters. 
Just east of the 75 acres of green space, a large bay at low tide 
offers the biggest expanse of mudflats along the north shore, and 
already hosts great numbers of water birds. 
It was particularly fitting that special guest Robert Bateman, 
speaking at the official opening ceremony, praised the members of 
WBT for their contribution to "CPR" -  Conservation, Preservation 
and Restoration. Mr. Bateman, along with second special guest, 
Rick Hansen, cut the ribbon to mark the opening of the site. 
 

 Welcome to our new members! 
We are very pleased to welcome the following new members to the 
club over the past couple of months.  Please look out for them at 
the next meeting or hike and extend your own personal welcome. 
 

Burnaby    Coquitlam 

Helga Bonner & Sheilah Hunter  Bob Cowin 

Jane Shoemaker 

Port Coquitlam             

Sherry Calhoon & Tim Kelley      Port Moody 

Laura Dupont & Family                Woojung Rho & son Minjae Kim 
 

Carole Edwards, Membership 
 

BMN Hike: Buntzen Lake Loop 
by Mark Johnston 
In my announcement of our planned hike around Buntzen Lake, I 
stated: “On sunny weekends [the lake] can be a very busy place, 
but we will avoid the crowds by sticking to the lesser travelled 
Academy and Lakeview trails.” We needn’t have worried; hike 
day—the last day of the Victoria Day weekend—proved to be both 
sunless and very wet, thus keeping the crowds at bay. Still, we 
stuck to our plan and walked the quieter trails.  
Beginning on the Academy Trail, the four of us walked north along 
the east side of the lake. This trail runs through lush second-growth 
forest and then traces the edge of a power line right-of-way. 
Thankfully, as we left the forest’s sheltering boughs and walked 
along the power line right-of-way, the rain tapered to a drizzle, so 
we weren’t unduly soaked. We could look across to mist-shrouded 
Buntzen Ridge, but distant views of Mounts Seymour, Elsay, and 
Bishop were unavailable. Still, we found plenty to look at close-at-
hand. The trail was lined with buttercups, and we discovered a 
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number of clumps of red columbine in bloom. Also, beneath the 
power lines there was a thick growth of salmonberry.  
From the end of the Academy Trail, we walked a short stretch of 
Powerhouse Road and then along the Buntzen Lake Trail. When 
we reached North Beach, we took a short break. We enjoyed 
looking down the length of the lake, but, as the rain was beginning 
to pick up, didn’t linger for long. Instead, after a few moments’ 
respite, we carried on—across the suspension bridge and up to the 
Lakeview Trail and better forest cover. Switchbacking steeply 
upward, we gained elevation quickly. Behind us we could hear the 
roar of Swan Falls, and looked over our shoulder from time to time 
to glimpse its snow white waters cascading down the steep lower 
slopes of Eagle Ridge. Near the top of our climb, we took a short 
side path to a rocky outcrop where we had an obstructed view of 
the falls, North Beach, and the northern end of Buntzen Lake. 
Ironically—given the weather and my design to use underutilized 
trails—just before turning off to the viewpoint, we met a very large 
party heading oppositely—there must have been 16-20 hikers!  
Other than that one large party, we had the Lakeview Trail pretty 
much to ourselves. The trail runs through gorgeous second growth, 
and, especially in its northern reaches, is partly defined by many 
interesting rock faces. It is also crisscrossed by a number of creeks, 
bearing the names of trees, shrubs, and plants in acrostic fashion 
(Sitka, Trillium, Umbrellawort, etc.). (As far as I can tell, the names 
have more to do with maintaining the sequence of the alphabet 
than actually identifying which plants are growing alongside any 
given creek.) As one might guess, the trail on this side undulates, 
dropping down to a creek, crossing, climbing up to a high point, 
then dropping down to the next creek, and so on. After several of 
these ups and downs, we had worked up a good appetite, and 
finally sat down beneath a trailside fir to eat lunch. One of our party 
commented that if someone had said to him that today he would be 
sitting in the woods, having his lunch in the rain, and actually 
enjoying it, he might have had trouble believing it!  
After lunch, we crossed the west side power line once or twice, but 
mostly stayed inside the forest 
margin, eventually coming out on 
Pumphouse Road. As we made our 
way along the road, across the 
floating bridge, and back to our 
vehicles, we passed a number of 
walkers, most with umbrellas in hand. 
It was remarkable to see so many out 
in less than ideal conditions.  
We finished our hike in about five 
hours’ time. Despite the grey skies 
and steady precipitation, we had 
taken our time and enjoyed the 
rainforest at its rainy best!  
 
This newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre, is 
ecologo, processed chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is 
manufactured in Canada using biogas energy. 
 

The DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is November 3rd, 2012. 

 

Membership Form 
Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership 

❑ Individual Membership ($25.00/year) 

❑ Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year) 

(Please include all first names and indicate which are children.) 

❑ Group Membership ($30.00/year) 

Membership information: Members receive ten monthly newsletters 
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also 
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a 
registered non-profit society with charitable income status. 

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is 
a member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC 
Naturalists). BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable 
income status. 
 

Our objectives are: 

• to promote the enjoyment of nature 
• to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of, our environment 
• to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas, 
particularly local areas 
• to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the 
   natural world 
President: Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca 
VP: Mark Johnston (604.552.0727) 
Past President: Ian McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net 
Treasurer & Membership: 

Carole Edwards (604.461.3864) caroleedwards@shaw.ca 
Recording Secretary: vacant 
BC Nature Directors:  

Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) egolds@sfu.ca 
Members-at-Large: 

Anne Holt (604.936.4108), Candice Archer (604.465.6853), 
Christina Saremba (604.945.0318), and Hilary Maguire 
(604.469.5805) 
Newsletter Editor: 

Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805) BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com 
Newsletter Design: Brigitte Breuer, brigitteb@telus.net 
Newsletter Layout: Ian McArthur, imcart@telus.net 
Education/Conservation Committee: 

Chair: Elaine Golds, Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton 
Members: Mike Griffin, Ian McArthur, Niall Williams, 
Carole Edwards 
Nature and Feeder Watch: Liz Thunstrom 

email ethunstrom@shaw.ca and phone 604.939.9571 
Young Naturalists Club: 

Noriko Nakaya (604.675.9031) bmnync@gmail.com 
BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August) 
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough 

Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor 
Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area, DeBoville 

Slough, Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm 
Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough 
Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System, by Christine 

Hanrahan 
et al, 1994, 121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library 
Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 

1992, 
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library 
The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its 

Future”, 
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages 

available on our website www.bmn.bc.ca 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 
 
Name(s):_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
Address:________________________________________ 
City:___________________________________________ 
Postal Code: ____________________________________ 
Telephone:______________________________________ 
E-mail:_________________________________________ 
Send your completed membership form to:  
Burke Mountain Naturalists, 
P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4 

Red Columbine 

Photo:  I. McArthur 


