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Tuesday, Feb. 12th, 2013 - 7:30pm
Como Lake United Church King 

Albert Avenue, Coquitlam
Guest speaker will be Derek Matthews 
who will describe recent highlights  

from the Vancouver Avian  
Research Centre’s bird banding program  

at Colony Farm Park.

Visit our website for updates  
and additional information:  

www.bmn.bc.ca

N e x t  M e e t i n g :  

2012 Silent Auction Raises 
over $2300 by Victoria Otton

What a grand evening we had on 
December 11th at the BMN annual 
silent auction. The 70 members and 
guests were welcomed by the fragrant 
aroma of mulled cranberry juice 
and the scented bower of greenery 
arranged just inside the door of our 
meeting room. Lively Christmas 
tunes filled the air, courtesy of Gay 
Mitchell on flute and Janet Rozanski 
on piano. The atmosphere was happy 
and festive, making auction bidders 
in a generous mood to bid on the 60+ 
items in the silent auction. This year, 
many members offered their talents 
and services for auction, and we had 
an appealing assortment of these that 
included:  a day of birding at Reifel 
Sanctuary with an expert birder, a 
two-day kayaking trip up Indian Arm 
with everything included, handyman 
and home cleaning services, and a Japanese cooking lesson in your 
own home. BMN is grateful to the many members who donated 
items, and also to the following local businesses for their generous 
gifts for our auction:

Amsterdam Nurseries, Pitt Meadows
Backyard Bird Centre, Port Moody
Bosley’s Pet Store, Coquitlam
Gerry’s Vintners, Coquitlam
Hairformers Salon & Studio, Maple Ridge
Lassthetic Salon & Spa, Coquitlam
Rodos Kouzina Mediterranean Grille, Port Moody
Please remember to support these businesses in the year ahead.

Liz Thunstrom organized and staffed the highly popular 
bake table of donated jams, preserves and seasonal sweets 
that graced holiday tables over the past few weeks. Anne 
Holt and Hilary Maguire priced and sold the used books table 
which was loaded with bargains. Don and Norma Gillespie had 
gathered and arranged baskets of fresh holly and garlands 
of cedar, and had these for sale on behalf of the Riverview 
Horticultural Centre Society.

And now for the really good news:  we broke all previous fund-
raising records, with the auction together with the proceeds 
from the bake, book and holly sales bringing in a little more than 

$2,300!  The bulk of this money 
will be donated to Wildlife Rescue 
in Burnaby to help support the 
wonderful work they do caring for 
injured, orphaned and oiled urban 
wildlife. As in the past, we will hold 
back a small slice of the $2,300 to 
assist with the operating costs of 
our club; the exact size of this slice 
will be determined at the January 
meeting of the Executive Committee 
in consultation with our Treasurer 
Carole Edwards.

As part of the evening’s 
entertainment, Ian McArthur 
presented a slide show highlighting 
the past year’s activities, including 
club hikes, public walks and 
community events, work parties 
to clean nestboxes, etc, etc. The 
photos were filled with smiling 

BMNners, and provided our guests that evening with an appealing 
picture of what our club gets up to and which may entice some of 
them to join us this year.

The Silent Auction is always paired with our Annual General 
Meeting and Election of Directors for the year ahead. The 2013 
Directors are the same as last year (we must be doing something 
right!) with one new addition:  we welcome Laura Dupont to the 
Board as a Director-at-Large. Many of our more ‘fishy’ members will 
know Laura through her volunteer activities with the Hyde Creek 
Watershed Society. 
She is also known for 
her work with the 
PoCo Environmental 
Enhancement 
Committee and the 
TriCity Green Council, 
and we feel darned 
lucky to have her on 
board the BMN Board.

There are a lot of 
people to thank for 
this highly successful 

Reminder! Please renew your Membership

 Part of the array of items in the silent auction. Photo:  John Saremba
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evening. Carole Edwards and Christina Saremba deserve most 
of the accolades for the Silent Auction. The Gillespies, Liz, Anne 
and Hilary are thanked for their invaluable help, and Gay, Janet 
and Ian all deserve a standing ovation for making the evening 
extra-pleasurable. Most importantly, thanks go to the many BMN 
members who generously contributed interesting items and 
services to the auction, and to the many members who purchased 
the auction items and other goodies available that evening. It was a 
fun and productive event, like most things BMN does!

Announcements:
Sunday, January 13 from 10am-2 pm:  Support locally grown 

food with your purchases at the Coquitlam Farmers Winter Market 
at the Port Moody Recreation Complex, 300 Ioco Road. Continuing 
every 2nd Sunday, i.e., Jan 27, Feb 10, 24, etc. 

Tuesday, January 15 at 7:15 pm:  BMN Education-Conservation 
Meeting at Elaine’s.

Saturday, January 19 at 9am:  Join Larry Cowan and Nature 
Vancouver members for a morning of birding on the PoCo dikes. 
Meet at the main parking at the entrance to DeBoville Slough to 
carpool to the start at the east end of Dominion Ave. This is close 
to the area just behind Costco where about 20 snipe were seen 
on the Christmas Bird count. Contact Larry at 604-465-1402 or 
lawrencecowan@shaw.ca.

Saturday, January 19 at 8 am:  Join Lee Harding and others 
for a CFPA “raptor” count at Colony Farm Regional Park. In fact, all 
bird species are observed and recorded. Lee will depart from the 
parking lot at the end of Colony Farm Road. Alternatively, people 
can join Mike Griffin at 9 am at the duck pond just off Shaughnessy 
Street in Port Coquitlam to join the earlier group. Contact Lee 
(604-469-6795) or Mike (604-942-5326) to confirm this date and 
departure time as plans sometime change. 

Tuesday, January 22 at 7:15 pm:  BMN Executive Meeting at 
Victoria’s.

Friday, January 25:  Presentation of the Queens Diamond 
Jubilee Awards to outstanding community volunteers. The awards 
will be presented at a ceremony (by invitation only) at the Vancouver 
Golf Club. We have nominated several worthy candidates and have 
our fingers crossed for all of them.

Tuesday, January 29 from 6-8 pm:  Open House to discuss 
Golden Ears Provincial Park Management Plan at UBC’s Robson 
Square, Room C225, 800 Robson St., Vancouver. The draft 
management plan is posted online at http://www.env.gov.
bc.ca/bcparks/planning/mgmtplns/golden_ears/golden_

ears_mp.html along with an online comment form. Groups are 
encouraged to submit comments to jennie.aikman@gov.bc.ca.

Wednesday, January 30 from 6-8 pm:  Open House to discuss 
Golden Ears Provincial Park Management Plan at Maple Ridge 
Public Library. See Jan 29 for details.

Saturday, Feb 2:  Ramsar World Wetlands Day. While this is 
hardly an optimal season to be celebrating wetlands in the northern 
latitudes, it’s always a good time to remember the valuable habitat 
and significant ecosystem services (e.g., carbon storage) provided 
by wetlands.

Saturday morning, February 9 at 10 am:  The BMN nest box 
cleaning season kicks off with a session along Oliver Road (i.e., the 
farm fields of Minnekhada Park) and DeBoville Slough. Meet in the 
City of Coquitlam’s parking lot at the entrance to DeBoville Slough to 
divide up equipment and break into teams. We especially appreciate 
help from people who can climb ladders and hoist up nest boxes. 
Please sign up at our meeting in January or contact Elaine. Please 
dress appropriately for the weather and assume the ground will be 
wet in places.

Saturday, February 9 at 9 am:  Join Larry Cowan and members 
of Nature Vancouver for a morning birding tour of Colony Farm 
Regional Park. Meet at the parking lot at the end of Colony Farm 
Road.  Contact Larry at 604-465-1402 or lawrence cowan@shaw.ca.

Tuesday, February 12 at 7:30 pm:  BMN Monthly Meeting. Guest 
speaker will be Derek Matthews who will describe recent highlights 
from the Vancouver Avian Research Centre’s bird banding program 
at Colony Farm Park. Remember there is a convenient drop-off box 
for donations to the food bank in the lobby of the Church. 

February 15:   Deadline for comments on Golden Ears Provincial 
Park Management Plan. See Jan 29 for details.

Saturday, February 16 at 10 am:  BMN nest box cleaning at 
Colony Farm Park. We will meet in the parking lot at the end of 
Colony Farm Road. Please dress appropriately for the weather and 
assume the ground will be wet in places – i.e., wear your wellies!

Saturday, February 16:  Join Lee Harding for a CFPA “raptor” 
count at Colony Farm. See January 19 for details and be sure to 
confirm the time and date with Lee.

Wednesday, February 20 at 7 pm:  The Port Moody Ecological 
Society (i.e., Noons Creek Hatchery) AGM with guest speaker, 
Professor Nick Dulvy from Simon Fraser University on the 
Conservation of Sharks. At the Port Moody Recreation Centre, 300 
Ioco Road in Port Moody. From the original entrance, go upstairs and 
to your left.

Saturday, February 23 at 10 am:  Nest box cleaning at Widgeon 
Regional Reserve. We will meet in the Quarry Road parking lot 
for Minnekhada Park and carpool from there. Because access is 
through a locked gate, we must all enter and leave together. It 
can be a good idea to bring a snack and drink as we usually work 
until at least 1 pm. While no washrooms are available, there is an 
abundance of bushes. 

Four Laws of Ecology
Barry Commoner, an elder American environmentalist 

who passed away this past fall did much to raise public 
awareness about the dangers of radiation and other forms of 
pollution.  
In his 1971 book, “The Closing Circle”, he developed these 
four succinct “laws of ecology”:  1. Everything is connected 
to everything else (“borrowed” from Aldo Leopold). 2. 

Everything must go somewhere. 3. Nature knows best. 
4. There is no such thing as a free lunch.

Getting ready for Ian’s slideshow of the highlights of the BMN year. Latecomers have 
to sit in the front! Photo:  John Saremba



page 3

Marine Mammal  
Symposium at UBC By Elaine Golds  

	In late November, I had the pleasure of attending a Marine Mammal 
Symposium at UBC with Ruth Foster, Rod Butler and Rod MacVicar. 
This is an annual event at which students and teachers provide brief 
updates on their recent research. While some of the students had no 
data yet and simply outlined the goals and methods of their projects, 
we heard some interesting presentations about whale research in BC.  
For example, I learned that, in BC coastal waters, harbour porpoises and 
the striking white and black Dall’s porpoises interbreed and produce 
fertile hybrids. Dall’s porpoises (and the hybrids) will bow-ride alongside 
boats whereas harbour porpoises rarely exhibit such behavior. 

	I was especially intrigued to learn more about fin whales, the 
second largest whales in the world, which were hunted extensively 
prior to a ban on whaling in 1989 (1976 in Canada). Up to a million 
were estimated to have been killed world-wide, with 7520 taken off 
the west coast of BC between 1908 and 1967. Fin whales eat krill 
and copepods as well as squid and fish. Fin whales can be identified 
by the white coloration of their lower right jaw (the lower left jaw is 
dark). Such asymmetric coloration may aid them in hunting for food. 
Unlike the other large whales, fin whales are sighted 
year-round off our coast in areas such as the west side 
of Vancouver Island, Hecate Strait and the Dixon Entrance 
north of Haida Gwaii. While the present population is still 
less than 50% of what it was estimated to be 50 years 
ago, researchers have now identified 388 fin whales in 
BC waters. (As with orcas, individual fin whales can be 
identified by the specific shape and nicks in their fins.)  
Fin whales, a species at risk in the threatened category, 
appear to be very susceptible to strikes from large ships. 
Between 1999 and 2004, 6 whales were known to be 
killed this way. It seem to me that, because of where 
these whales are found in our coastal waters, they 
will be at risk from the greatly increased tanker traffic 
associated with the proposed Enbridge pipeline which 
will terminate in Kitimat. Shipping lanes for these tankers 
will take them right across areas where fin whales have 
been sighted. To my mind, this is one more reason why 
this pipeline should never be built.  Too little is presently 
known about these whales to be able to identify critical 
areas of habitat for them.           

	While we heard little about beaked whales at the 
symposium, I was intrigued to read a report in “Current 
Biology” about the world’s rarest mammal, a beaked 
whale found in the Southern Pacific. All members of 
the beaked whale family are very rare. These whales 
typically reside deep in the ocean where they feed on 
squid. Usually, it is only through strandings that much 
information can be gained about them. Beaked whales 
found off the BC Coast include the Cuvier’s, Stejneger’s, 
Hubbs and Baird’s beaked whales. The spade-toothed 
whale from the South Pacific is the world’s least known 
mammal. Two individuals, a female and an immature 
male, became stranded on a beach in New Zealand in 
2010 when they were originally misidentified as a more 
common beaked whale species. Subsequent DNA testing 
revealed them to be spade-toothed beaked whales. 
Previously this whale species was known only from a jaw 
bone found in New Zealand in 1872 and two partial skulls collected in 
the 1950s from New Zealand and an island near Chile in 1986. At the 
very least, the finding of these two dead whales provided much new 
information about the species as well as confirming that they 

still existed. All of which goes to show how very little we know about 
the ocean even as we overexploit its resources. 
 

BMN Young Naturalists Club 
December Explorer Day -
WINTER BIRDS with Gay Mitchell, Christina Mitchell and  
Deanna McArthur

My mom and I went to the winter bird event at the Hyde creek 
education centre on Nov 25. There was a very nice leader named 
Gay Mitchell and two helpers. We learnt some birds’ sounds. I also 
discovered where birds live. For example, some birds live by the 
creek and others live on fields. We made some birds sculptures too. 
It took a while but it was worth it. While I was making my own bird, 
I felt like I was soaring through the sky. Oh!  Did I mention we did 
some really cool stretches?  All were birds’ stretches. At the end, we 
put all the birds we made together for a picture. I would recommend 
this event to everyone that likes birds because there were lots of 
very creative activities. 

Happy New Year to all. By Yvette Vilardell  8 years old

Young Naturalists and family members with their non-baked clay sculptures inspired 
by winter birds. Huge thanks to the Hyde Creek Watershed Society for providing such a 

wonderful venue for the YNC this year again. Photo:  Noriko Nakaya
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Education Conservation 
Report by Elaine Golds

	I suppose it’s a sign of getting older but I find it truly amazing how 
quickly a year can pass…and how the issues somehow never seem 
to go away. After many years, we have not yet solved the problem of 
global warming (hardly just a BMN problem) or developed Riverview 
into a new centre of mental wellness (this will also require partners). I 
am sure the year ahead will be another hectic one for our Education-
Conservation Committee. I truly appreciate the contributions of the 
busy members of this committee – their astute feedback and advice 
on issues remain of critical importance to me. February will be a busy 
month with nest box cleaning scheduled on most weekends. I hope 
we can count on help from other BMN volunteers with this annual 
spring cleaning job.

	On January 17, I will have 10 minutes before the Enbridge Panel 
to try to convince them to not allow construction of this pipeline to 
proceed across northern BC to Kitimat. Note:  I will appear simply 
as a community member and not as a representative of BMN. This 
is because of our parent organization, BC Nature, is a registered 
intervenor in the process and thus, is our official spokesperson. An 
overwhelming amount of documentation has been created as part 
of this review process – far too much for me to even read (to peruse 
these documents, go to the National Energy Board website and 
click on Enbridge). Our representatives with BC Nature have been 
doing an outstanding job of bringing important information forward 
with regard to the environmental impacts anticipated from pipeline 
construction. The terms of reference for the project are extremely 
limited and restricted mainly to impacts from construction and 
operation. For example, during my oral presentation I will not be 
allowed to express concerns about how this project will contribute 
to global warming. On their website, Forest Ethics has posted 
a short critique regarding a number of failings of Enbridge to 
adequately address issues such as, e.g., their oil spill response 
plan, how they intend to deal with stream crossings or route their 
pipeline through hazardous areas. It is very hard to critique their 
plans when so many details are still uncertain. 

	Ian McArthur and I were supposed to attend a meeting regarding 
the Chines Integrated Watershed  Management Plan in late 
December but the meeting was cancelled at the last moment. 
Hopefully it will be rescheduled in January. Once the Evergreen 
skytrain line is built through Port Moody, we can expect to see 
massive redevelopment along the route. We need to ensure this 
watershed plan will be used to promote the daylighting of streams 
whenever possible where they now flow down from the Chines 
and cross the older parts on Port Moody in culverts. The draft plan 
identifies South Schoolhouse, Kyle and Dallas Creeks as having the 
greatest potential for daylighting. South Schoolhouse Creek which 
is mostly open already flows from Miller Ravine into Burrard Inlet 
near the Reichold Chemical plant. Kyle Creek flows into the Inlet 
in the cove between the Flavelle Cedar mill and the entrance to 
Pacific Coast Terminals whereas Dallas Creek flows into the Inlet in 
the Shoreline Park where it is called Slaughterhouse Creek. Dallas 
Creek has its flows augmented by several tributaries in the Chines 
including Williams, Elginhouse and Correl Creeks.

 

Nature and Feeder Watch      
by Liz Thunstrom

It has been a long and gloomy month and the Christmas bird 
count was scheduled early, on December 15th. The weather was 
very poor on that day and it will be interesting to hear of the overall 
results from the counters in our area.

Jay and Carolyn Burr reported two very unusual sightings from 
their Christmas count area:  20 snipe in a small remaining patch of 
old field habitat in the Dominion Triangle and 11 Meadowlarks in the 
Pitt Meadows area.

Como Lake had a number of Common Mergansers and two coots 
on the 15th, and this past week a pair of Hooded Mergansers, a Pied- 
billed Grebe and several Buffleheads have been very actively fishing.

Lee Harding had a flock of Evening Grosbeaks visit his yard on the 
morning of December 20. He was surprised to discover they have a 
fondness for maple tree seeds. 

Dave Schutz had an unusual visitor on Christmas morning - a 
female Townsend’s Warbler. Later that morning he noted a Sharp-
shinned Hawk devouring prey in a nearby tree. As Dave watched, a 
Barred Owl attacked, causing hawk and prey to move out of view. 
Dave was pleased to see the warbler again the following day so 
the hawk had found other prey. These interactions are always so 
incredible to witness. You have to wonder how much goes on in our 
yards that we never see!

Hilary Maguire reported she had been hearing some sounds she 
did not recognize in her yard – short loud “shrieking” sounds that 
made her think of a raptor high in the yard. However, she was never 
able to spot the raptor, or any bird. One day she realized that the 
singing of an Anna’s Hummingbird was also audible in the intervals 
between the “raptor shrieking”. Soon after this observation the 
mystery was solved. The loud shriek accompanying the singing 
is not a vocalization at all, but the sound of a male Anna’s 
hummingbird’s outer tail feathers vibrating during its courtship 
display dive!  Since learning the source of the sound, Hilary has 
seen – and heard - this courtship behaviour almost daily in and 
around her yard, and she expects to see females gathering nesting 
material in the near future.

A very Happy New Year to everyone and please keep your 
nature observations coming in!

Evening Grosbeaks eating maple seeds. Photo:  Lee Harding
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Pipeline Woes - The Kinder 
Morgan Open Houses By Elaine Golds

	Throughout the month of November and into December, Kinder 
Morgan held a number of Open Houses to “inform” people about 
their plans to twin their pipeline to ship crude diluted bitumen from 
Alberta to their terminal at Westridge in Burnaby for export. I use 
the word “inform” cautiously as most people found these meetings 
to be very uninformative. Open Houses are hardly the best way to 
present information. Members of the public who attended were 
presented with a number of information boards to work their way 
through while a number of green-jacketed staff people stood at 
the ready to answers questions - if they could. Typically, I always 
asked my questions to the wrong 
person and the right person then had 
to be fetched for a response – all of 
which took considerable time. These 
meetings were lightly attended by 
the public…and I can understand 
why. People would vastly prefer to 
attend to a more informative sit-down 
presentation followed by a question 
and answer period conducted in an 
open and public manner in which 
everyone can hear the questions and the answers. Some of our 
members attended but said they felt uncomfortable as they did 
not know what questions to ask…nor did the information boards 
provide many clues. Another cause for concern was that no one 
knew if there was a hidden agenda behind Kinder Morgan hosting 
all these Open Houses. Fears are that Kinder Morgan might use the 
Open Houses to prove they have already consulted sufficiently with 
the public and that no other public review will be needed.

	From the maps available (only when requested) at the KM Open 
Houses, it was useful to see exactly where their pipeline threads 
its way through the backyards and schoolyards in the older part of 
Coquitlam. I find it very hard to see how they will be able to twin the 
pipeline following the existing route through Coquitlam. One staff 
person seemed to reluctantly agree with me and suggested they were 
investigating the possibility of following a corridor near the Trans 
Canada highway through Coquitlam and then following a railway 
corridor up to their tank farm on Burnaby Mountain. One big problem 
I could see with this route is its proximity to environmentally sensitive 
areas such as the Brunette River and Hume Park. Of course, pipeline 
planners only look upon as such areas as vacant space waiting to be 
filled with development…or pipelines.

	Ben West of the Wilderness Committee speculates that Kinder 
Morgan is waiting to see what will happen with the proposed 
Enbridge pipeline after the provincial election this May. He feels 
Kinder Morgan will be ready by fall to propose that their pipeline 
would be far less controversial. Ben also thinks that Kinder Morgan 
is trying to hide their name because they have such a poor track 
record for safety in the USA. This was certainly evidence of this 
at the Open Houses – all those green jackets were emblazed with 
the Trans Mountain name, the name of the company that formerly 
owned the pipeline before it was bought out by Kinder Morgan 
just a few years ago. Richard Kinder and Bill Morgan are both 
former employees of the disgraced Enron Corp which, a few years 
ago, gamed the electricity market in the USA to create apparent 
shortages of electricity which resulted in brownouts and millions 
of dollars of unfair profits for their company. Richard Kinder is now 
apparently one of the richest people on earth. 

	Regardless of what safety features will be place, preventing and 
minimizing spills all comes down to how staff people respond 

during an emergency. On this, the track record of Kinder Morgan is 
truly abysmal. During the 2007 spill in Burnaby, staff in Edmonton 
noticed a drop in pressure in the oil line (a sure sign of a problem 
such as a leak) but did nothing until after they received a phone call 
from a member of the public who reported seeing spilled oil. Then, 
they made the stupid mistake of shutting off the downhill valve first 
rather than the uphill one at the tank farm. This mistake turned a 
small oil spill into a spouting geyser which led to 250,000 liters of 
oil being sprayed throughout the neighborhood causing millions of 
dollars worth of damage and taking a year to clean up. A similar (lack 
of) response took place last January when Kinder Morgan had a spill 
at their tank farm in Sumas. A drop in pipeline pressure again was 
detected by staff in Edmonton but nothing was done for hours while 

the oil continued to spill and 3 more 
alarms went off – finally, someone 
responded to the 4th alarm. Eventually, 
110,000 liters of oil was spilled which 
had people in the neighborhood 
complaining of noxious odours.

Since 1961, there have been 78 
reported spills on the Trans Mountain 
pipeline for a total of 40,273 barrels of 
spilled oil. Amazingly, the reportable 
threshold for spills is 1.5 cubic meters 

which apparently translates to 9.4 barrels – this is a huge amount of 
oil.   Again, in April there was another spill at the Sumas tank farm 
which led to school children being kept in school all day to avoid 
exposure to fumes.  How can people have confidence in a company 
with a track record like this?

Action Item:  Please Comment 
on Draft Management Plan for 
Golden Ears Park By Elaine Golds

	In late January, BC Parks is hosting two open houses regarding 
their new draft management plan for Golden Ears, one of the most 
popular parks within the BC Park system. I hope BMN members 
will be able to attend one of these open houses in Maple Ridge 
or downtown Vancouver and provide input (see Announcements 
- January 29 for details on how to do this). Based on a brief perusal 
of the draft plan, I don’t have any great issues with it. However, it 
is always important for park managers to hear that BC residents 
support effective measures to protect biodiversity and natural 
values. Certainly, there is a need for BC Parks to be more aggressive 
in protecting vital riparian habitat around Alouette Lake where it is 
being damaged by boaters and on the most popular trails which are 
being literally “loved to death”. Golden Ears is a favorite camping 
spot for many people who live in Vancouver and don’t want to 
undertake a long drive to reach a beach and enjoy a little mountain 
greenery and fresh air. As such, some of its trails are subject to 
overuse. 

	I would also like to see BC Parks get more involved with the 
management of key areas just outside of park boundaries. For 
example, the east side of Alouette Lake does not lie within the Park 
but its hillside is an important viewscape from the Lake and beach 
area in the Park. As it would be preferable to not have to look at ugly 
clearcuts on this slope, it would be appropriate if BC Parks could 
provide some input into forestry management here.

	I also have some concerns with their plans to introduce elk 
into the Park. Elk have already been introduced into the Upper Pitt 
Valley where they are doing very well and are, probably, by now 

already utilizing some habitat within the northern portions of 

The Conservationist’s 
Motto:

In the end, we will conserve only what we love. 
We will love only what we understand.

We will understand only what we are taught.
(Taken from a speech by Baba Dioum, a Senegalese environmentalist, 
given to the International Union for the Conservation of Nature in 1968).



Golden Ears. Given that these elk will likely soon spread naturally 
throughout the Park, it doesn’t seem to merit spending funds to 
artificially introduce more. If elk are introduced into the southern 
areas of Golden Ears, there is potential for them to become 
problems just as the elk are in Banff National Park (although there, it 
is people who have expanded into elk habitat). However, if truth be 
told, elk were formerly found throughout southwestern BC. By the 
1850s, hunters had eliminated them from the lower Fraser valley 
– this plan is simply bringing them back to areas where they have 
been extirpated.

	Given that grizzly bear are known to inhabit the Upper Pitt River 
Valley, it is very important that the backcountry areas of Golden Ears 
are managed appropriately so that species such as grizzly bears, 
mountain goats and wolverine which require true wilderness will 
have suitable habitat within this Park. Thus, I was pleased to read 
of plans to better monitor and regulate air flights over this portion 
of the Park. I think it would be very helpful to let Park management 
know that people really support more attention being paid to 
protecting biodiversity and wilderness values.

	The draft plan also discusses the possibility that the outbreak of 
another western hemlock looper infestation might result in some 
actions being taken to control it. Given that nature typically gets 
such  infestations under control and that an infestation enhances 
biodiversity by creating opportunities for insectivorous birds and 
making gaps in the forest cover, doing nothing about such an 
infestation would be the preferred response. 

	In general, the plan is rather vague about specific actions and 
it is not clear what funds, if any, are available to undertake some 
of the suggested actions. Contrary to current park policies for 
Class A Parks, Golden Ears Park has a BC Hydro transmission line 
crossing it. (This policy was developed after a controversy over the 
transmission lines being allowed to cross Golden Ears.)  I think it 
would be useful to ask BC Parks, what potential benefits for the 
Park they hope to extract from BC Hydro to compensate for impacts 
to the park from the twinning of this transmission line.  

	In your comments, you should also be sure to ask when BC 
Parks will be developing a management plan for Pinecone Burke 
Provincial Park. This park, protected in 1995, still does not have 
such a plan. Please remind BC Parks, we are long overdue for a 
management plan for Pinecone Burke. BMN will be submitting 
comments on the draft plan once we have reviewed it at our next 
EdCon meeting. Comments are due February 15. So remember, if 
you love BC Parks, get your comments in by Valentines Day!

BMN Hike: Mt. Strachan
Saturday, September 8, 2012  By Mark Johnston

After meeting initially at Eagle Ridge Field, nine of us, including 
two middle-schoolers, carpooled to Cypress Provincial Park. As on 
a previous trip beginning in Cypress Bowl many years ago, we had 
to pass through a film set to get to the trailhead. Then, it had been 
Dudley Do-right; this time we were channelled past a scene of 
devastation: a line of burned out cars and trucks! 

	Under a clear blue sky we took a few minutes to read the BC 
Parks signboard, and then started east along the Baden-Powell Trail. 
Almost immediately, we left the cleared slopes of the ski operation 
and entered the remnant old-growth forest of cedar, hemlock, and 
amabalis fir. Not long after entering the forest, we passed through 
what Dawn Hanna, in her Best Hikes and Walks of Southwestern 
British Columbia, refers to as the Road Stand. Despite its uninspired 
name, this small grove of yellow cedars is magnificent, with trees 
ranging in age from 270 to 1075 years. 

	We made slow progress along the Baden-Powell Trail: partly 
because we were enraptured with the beauty of the forest, 
and partly because we were helping ourselves to the abundant 
berries growing along the trail. Just before reaching the east 
fork of Cypress Creek, we met a party headed westward that had 
encountered a black bear. We weren’t surprised. With such an 
abundance of food, it was a wonder there weren’t more bears 
around. However, since our plan was not to cross the creek but 
double back on the Old Strachan Trail, we carried on without undue 
concern. In fact, given our safety in numbers, I was kind of hoping 
we would see a bear! 

	The Old Strachan Trail passes along the west side of Hollyburn 
Ridge. It was the old route to Mt. Strachan, but had fallen into disuse 
for many years, until master trailbuilder Halvor Lunden rediscovered 
it and, along with members of the BC Mountaineering Club, set 

about clearing and marking it. We hiked along the Old Strachan Trail 
with a sense of appreciation for all those who have worked so hard 
to ensure that this grand forest remains intact. We marvelled at the 
Hollyburn Giant, a fireplug of a tree, its broken top just 20.7 m high 
but its trunk having a thickness of 3.2 m! We also noted numerous 
hemlocks of impressive dimensions. I was hoping for a glimpse 
of the record-sized mountain hemlock we had observed when our 
club passed this way before. But too many years have passed, and 
although I had a general sense of its location, I couldn’t be sure of 
where to look. 

	Reaching the col between Strachan and Hollyburn, we looked 
back south to see a pretty little pond. A few moments later, we 
paused to rest, and enjoyed the view east toward distant mountains. 
Then, our route levelled a bit as we passed through a meadow with 
another picturesque pond. Although trees are beginning to claim 
this meadow, they are still mostly small, so we had a clear view 

north toward our objective. 

Top: Ian and friend. Photos:  David Mounteney
Bottom: Howe Sound from Mount Strachan.
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On the other side of the meadow, we began to climb in earnest. 
We passed a plane wreck, and stopped to examine the debris. We 
found wreckage in two different places, but the piles of debris are 
close to each other. The plane was a Royal Canadian Navy T-33 
training jet, which crashed on the mountain in November 1963. 
Although there is a fair amount of twisted metal on the ground, 
one suspects this may be only part of the remains. It was also 
observed that the torn sheet metal was unexpectedly thin. 

Leaving the plane wreck, we continued up the steepening trail, 
occasionally even having to use our hands. But persisting, we 
finally reached the gently rounded south summit. By now the 
sun was overhead, and it was hot; but we found a bit of shade 
by the summit cairn, and plopped down to enjoy our lunch and 
the well-earned view. We were sitting at the top of a gently 
sloping granite pavement. There were a few trees behind us. 
Below the pavement, there was a fringe of vegetation and then a 
sheer vertical drop. We looked down on much of Howe Sound’s 
archipelago: immediately below 
was sprawling Gambier Island; 
to the left, Bowen and Keats; to 
the right, Anvil Island. Beyond 
the islands, we could see the 
mountainous Sechelt Peninsula, 
and farther away still, much of 
Vancouver Island. We could also 
look east past The Lions and Sky 
Pilot group to Mt. Garibaldi. 

Although the views would have 
been reward enough, we were 
also entertained by three whiskey 
jacks, looking for handouts. Ian 
gave each of the two middle-
schoolers a few nuts so that they 
could feed the birds. They held 
out their hands tentatively at 
first, but soon were completely 
absorbed with feeding them. We 
were vaguely aware of ravens 
both overhead and perched; one 
of our party also reported seeing a 
female northern harrier. 

We could have easily settled 
for the south summit, but some of 
us were determined to climb the 
slightly higher north summit as 
well, and in the end all decided to 
tag along. We had to lose about 
60 m of elevation, and then regain 
all of that and climb even higher 
to reach the second summit. But 
it was certainly worth it, as views 
mostly unavailable from the first 
summit opened up before us. 
While retaining the views we had 
had at first, we could now look 
east over an even wider expanse 
of eye-filling mountain scenery, 
and south over much of greater 
Vancouver, the Gulf Islands, and 
southern Vancouver Island. It was 
truly breathtaking! 

We stayed on the north summit 

as long as we could, but at about 2:30 pm decided we should 
begin the trek back. We dropped several tens of metres into the 
col between the summits, and then re-climbed the 60 m to the 
south summit. When we reached the summit cairn again, rather 
than retrace our steps, we headed for the top of the Sky Chair, 
followed the T-33 and Collins ski runs, and picked up the Old 
Strachan Trail again. This time we veered off on a shortcut route 
that comes out close to where the Baden-Powell Trail crosses the 
north fork of Cypress Creek. Coming down the ski runs, we had 
easy walking and nice views of Bowen Island, Black Mountain, 
and Vancouver. The shortcut trail provided a soft footbed as well 
as a different perspective of the old growth. 

When we reached the Baden-Powell Trail, we paused to rest. It 
was nice to sit down, but maybe our stop had as much to do with 
a certain hesitancy to leave such rich mountain scenery behind. 
Not surprisingly, as we drove down the mountain, some of us were 
already making plans to return.
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Name(s):________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________________ 

Postal Code: _____________________________________________

Telephone:_______________________________________________

E-mail:__________________________________________________
Send your completed membership form to: Burke Mountain Naturalists,  
P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4
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The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is a 
member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists)  
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are: 
•  to promote the enjoyment of nature 
•  to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,  our environment 
•  to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas, 	    
particularly local areas 
•  to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the  
    natural world

President: Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca 
VP: Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) 
Past President: Ian McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net 

Treasurer & Membership:  
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864) caroleedwards@shaw.ca

Recording Secretary: vacant

Members-at-Large: 
Anne Holt (604.936.4108), Barb Sherman (604.939.6511), Candice Archer 
(604.465.6853), Christina Saremba (604 945-0318), Hilary Maguire 
(604.469.5805), Laura Dupont  (604.552.1703) and Mark Johnston 
(604.552.0727)  

BC Nature Directors: 
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) egolds@sfu.ca

Newsletter Editor: 
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805) BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com

Newsletter Design: 
Brigitte Breuer, brigitteb@telus.net

Education/Conservation Committee: 
Chair: Elaine Golds, Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton 
Members: Mike Griffin, Ian McArthur, Niall Williams,  
Carole Edwards 

Nature and Feeder Watch: Liz Thunstrom  
email ethunstrom@shaw.ca phone 604-939-9571

Young Naturalists Club: 
Noriko Nakaya (604.675.9031) bmnync@gmail.com 
BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough 
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor 
Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area DeBoville Slough,  
 Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm
Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough 
Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System, by Christine Hanrahan 
et al, 1994, 121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992, 
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library
The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,  
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available on  
our website www.bmn.bc.ca

This newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre, is ecologo, processed 
chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.

Membership Form
Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

	 ❑ Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

	 ❑ Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year)  
	      (Please include all first names and indicate which are children.) 

	 ❑ Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive ten monthly newsletters  
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also 
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a 
registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

The DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is Feb 2nd, 2013.

Financial Statements for 2012
continuing...  

In 2012, BC Nature and BC Nature Foundation jointed awarded us 
a grant of $1,000 to enable BMN to pay part of the rental for tents at 
the 2012 Treefest. This money was included as Income (see Table), 
but because our fiscal year runs September 1st to August 31st, and 
Treefest was September 13th, the Expense will not show until the 
new fiscal year.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank those of you who 
donated to the club throughout the year. This money allowed us to 
break even this past year.

Thank you so much!  

Carole Edwards, Treasurer

Welcome to our new 
members!

We are very pleased to welcome the following new  
members to the club over the past couple of months.  
Please look out for them at the next meeting or hike and  
extend your own personal welcome.

Belcarra
Deborah, Peter, Christine & Christian Struk

Coquitlam
Steve Giannopoulos
Selina & Dan Robinson
Diane Thorne & Neil Edmondson

Port Moody
Christine Egerton-Ball
Sigrid Felland
Maurice & Shelagh-Ann Hedges
Jack Elsdon

Carole Edwards, Membership

The Archives column is not available this month.  
It will return next month.


