Burke Mountain Naturalists

Promoting Nature Awareness in Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, Port Moody - and beyond

Rod
IMacVicar
wins Port
Moody

A.wa.rd By Elaine
Golds

At a recent Port
Moody Council meeting,
BMN member, Rod
MacVicar, received the
annual Port Moody
Environment Award for
2012. Rod, who runs
the Reed Point Marine
Education Centre and is
a Director of the Pacific
Wildlife Foundation,
was a key volunteer
during the City’s “What Swims Beneath?” Program to identify and
encourage appreciation of marine life in Port Moody Arm. Many
BMN members have had the delightful experience of going on a
boat ride with Rob to discover Indian Arm, Canada’s southernmost
fiord. Rod, an outstanding educator and marine conservationist, has
won a number of prestigious and well-deserved awards.

BIVIN Members Receive

Queen’s Jubilee Awards s i cous

To celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the Queen’s coronation,
60,000 so-called Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medals are being given
out across Canada to volunteers who make significant contributions
to the communities in which they live. The last time this was done
was on the 50th anniversary of the Queen’s coronation when, |
presume, 50,000 awards were given out. In late January, MP Fin
Donnelly along with MLAs Diane Thorne, Mike Farnworth and Joe
Trasolini hosted a lovely ceremony at the Vancouver Golf Award to
hand out awards. We are totally thrilled to have a number of BMN
members among the awardees. These include Liz Thunstrom, Mary
Brown, Ruth Foster, John Cashore, Kiyoshi Takahashi, Norma and
Don Gillespie and me. In addition, a number of other people with
whom we have volunteered over the years also received this award.
These people include Sue Haberger (Riverview Horticultural Centre
Society), Ted Wingrove (Hyde Creek Watershed Society) and Anna
Tremere (Riverview Hospital Historical Society). Sadly, Sue, who is
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quite ill, was unable to attend so her mother and daughter accepted
on her behalf. Sue’s mother rallied our spirits when she proclaimed,
“Save the Trees”, as she accepted the award. It was quite wonderful
to hear Riverview, BMN and the hatcheries mentioned so often

in the short bios of each of the awardees. To further sweeten the
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Announcements:

Friday, February 15: Deadline for comments on draft Golden
Ears Provincial Park Management Plan. You can submit them
online at http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/planning/mgmtpins/
golden_ears/golden_ears_mp.html. Park managers would
appreciate hearing back from members of the public with regard
to a rather lengthy list of management objectives. Given that their
present park budget is a miniscule amount of money, it will be a
challenge for them to accomplish even one objective. Thus, | think
it would be helpful in your comments to focus on the specific
objective(s) on which you place the highest priority. BMN will be
submitting comments.

Saturday, February 16 at 10 am: BMN nest box cleaning at
Colony Farm Park. We will meet in the parking lot at the end of
Colony Farm Road. Please dress appropriately for the weather and
assume the ground will be wet in places — i.e., wear your wellies!
We hope to have sufficient volunteers to divide into two teams to
work on both sides of the Park.

Saturday, February 16: Join Lee Harding for a CFPA “raptor” count
at Colony Farm at 8 am. In fact, all bird species are observed and
recorded. Lee will depart from the parking lot at the end of Colony
Farm Road. Alternatively, people can join Mike Griffin at 9 am at the
duck pond just off Shaughnessy Street in Port Coquitlam to join the
earlier group. Contact Lee (604-469-6795) or Mike (604-942-5326)
to confirm this date and departure time as plans sometime change.

Tuesday, February 19 at 7:15 pm: BMN Education-Conservation
Committee meets at Elaine’s home. We welcome any BMN member
who has an interest in such issues to join us.

Wednesday, February 20 at 7 pm: The Port Moody Ecological
Society (i.e., Noons Creek Hatchery) AGM with guest speaker,
Professor Nick Dulvy from Simon Fraser University on the
Conservation of Sharks. At the Port Moody Recreation Centre, 300
loco Road in Port Moody. From the original entrance, go upstairs and
to your left.

Saturday, February 23 at 10 am: Nest box cleaning at Widgeon
Regional Reserve. We will meet in the Quarry Road parking lot

for Minnekhada Park and carpool from there. Because access is
through a locked gate, we must all enter and leave together. It can
be a good idea to bring a snack and drink as we usually work until
at least 1 pm. Dress appropriately for the weather and wear your
wellies! While no washrooms are available, there is an abundance
of bushes.

Tuesday, February 26 at 7:15 pm: BMN Executive Meeting at
Anne’s home.

Thursday, February 28 at 7 pm: Friends of DeBoville Slough
meeting at David’s home. It will be time to plan knotweed removal
and other events for the coming spring and summer.

Saturday, March 2, 1:30-3:30 pm: The Port Moody Library is
hosting a “Living Heritage” event to celebrate Port Moody’s first
century. Ten Port Moody residents, including Elaine Golds, will

be available to discuss Port Moody’s history. Elaine will have
information available about the campaign to protect Bert Flinn Park
and keep skytrain out of Miller Ravine.

Sunday, March 3 at 10 am: Minnekhada Regional Park nest box
cleaning. We will meet in the parking lot of Quarry Road and work
on the nest boxes along the trails. We may catch a glimpse of
flying squirrels which sometimes inhabit our nest boxes. (If we find
squirrels, we leave the box alone to avoid disturbing them.).

Saturday, March 9 Burnaby Lake

The first hike of the year will be a visit to Burnaby Lake
Regional Park, where we have not hiked for thirteen years. We
will circumambulate Burnaby Lake and take in the wide range
of wildlife. As spring will be almost upon us, we will hope to see
some new vegetation popping up. Roundtrip distance is 11 km (6.8
mi) with minimal elevation change. Meet at the Eagle Ridge Field
parking lot on Runnel Drive in Coquitlam at 9:00 am. Return 2:00
pm. (Note: do not park in the parking lot; park on Runnel Drive.)
Please contact lan (604-939-4039) for more info.

Saturday, March 9 at 10 am: As a followup to the March 2 event,
join Elaine for a two hour nature walk through Bert Flinn Park
including its wetlands.

Tuesday, March12 at 7:30 pm: BMN Monthly meeting at Como
Lake United Church, corner of King Albert Ave. and Marmont Street
in Coquitlam. Guest speaker will be Sheila Byers from Nature
Vancouver’s Marine Biology Section speaking about the ecological
niche filled by tubeworms on the ocean floor.

Saturday, March 16 2013, 10-5 pm: ‘Nature Days’ at Amsterdam
Nurseries on Dewdney Trunk Road in Pitt Meadows. Amsterdam
Nurseries holds its 15th annual Nature Days and Native Plant Sale.
Community groups are invited to attend with displays on Saturday.
BMN will be there with a BMN display, and will enjoy visiting with
members of the Alouette Field Naturalists and other groups on the
east side of the Pitt River.

Sunday, March 17 at 9:30 am: Join members of the Colony Farm
Park Association for a spring Great Blue Heron walk at Colony Farm.
We will be in search of the great blue herons as they congregate
together in preparation for their mating/nesting season but we will
also enjoy views of all the birds at Colony Farm.

Sunday, March 17 at 1 pm: Join members of the Riverview
Horticultural Centre Society for their first spring tour of the trees on
the Riverview Hospital grounds. See RHCS.org for more information.

Saturday, March 23 at 9:30 am: Join members of the Colony
Farm Park Association for a spring Great Blue Heron walk at

Colony Farm. We will be in search of the great blue herons as they
congregate together in preparation for their mating/nesting season.
If they behave as in years past, we can expect them to be found in a
different location than only a few days before.

BIMMN Hike: Stawamus Chief

By Mark Johnston

September 29, 2012

Anyone who has driven the Sea to Sky Highway will be familiar
with Stawamus Chief, the imposing granite monolith that rises
above the roadway just south of Squamish. While the Chief’s sheer
cliffs have long been a magnet for climbers, its three summits are
also within reach of those less technically inclined via a network of
well-developed trails on the rock’s backside. Although hiking the
Chief is one of a handful of classic hikes in southwestern British
Columbia, our club, which tends to seek out the less-travelled paths,
had avoided the rock mass’s beaten trails. What precipitated our
venturing onto the well-populated trails now is the prospect of the
construction of a gondola, the right-of-way for which would run
through Stawamus Chief Provincial Park. We wanted to experience
the area again ahead of any forthcoming change.

Some of our party of eight had not visited the Chief since the
rock and its environs achieved park status in 1995. While we have

all heard that BC Parks is starved for cash, it was interesting



to note how much money has been poured into this provincial

park. There is a well-developed, very clean campground at the
rock’s southern base, and the improvements to the trails can only
be described as stunning. Given their steep grades, the trails have
always been subject to erosion. But the parks branch has rebuilt
the trails, utilizing extensive wooden staircases lower down, and a
seemingly endless series of stone steps higher up. The branch has
also affixed a number of metal ladders and a few chains to the bare
rock to aid necessary scrambling on the approaches to the South
(First) and Centre (Second) summits.

When we left Coquitlam, it
seemed as thought the skies
were clearing, but as we
headed up the sound, we got
back into cloud. Our climb
up South Peak was a real
lung-opener, and then when
we got to the top, we couldn’t
see anything. Occasionally, we
could make out the veiled disc
of the sun, but each time, the
clouds thickened, leaving us in
a mostly grey world. We could
hear voices somewhere off
in the mist, and later figured
they must have been carrying
over from Centre Peak. Despite

Ridge, and just beyond its eastern end the striking rock horn known
as The Copilot. What caught our eye as much as the changing
scenery all around was the sky itself, which was becoming a
wondrous patchwork of every conceivable kind of cloud—cirrus,
cumulus, middle. Although when climbing to a height, one usually
wishes for clear skies, we were witnessing a glorious show of
changing patterns such as one seldom experiences.

To the north, we thought the third peak seemed a long way off,
but once we began to head in its direction, found that it really didn’t
take all that much time to attain. Along the way we had a vertigo-
inducing view of the North Gully climbing route, with Squamish
laid out, map-like, far below. Other than chipmunks, the ubiquitous
ravens, and a lone eagle flying south just below Centre Peak, we
hadn’t encountered much wildlife, but as we reached North Peak,
we were delighted to find a small flock of juncos and a pair of
Steller’s jays. Our views were continuing to improve. We could
look back over Centre and South peaks, each with a number of
parties on top, and then down the sound toward Leading Peak on
Anvil Island and Killam and Liddell on Gambier. A ribbon of Sea to
Sky Highway was visible just beyond South Peak, and we could
look across to the old Woodfibre Mill site, now largely dismantled.
Looking north, we could see the Squamish-Cheakamus divide,
and from time to time, the top of Garibaldi poked above wreathing
clouds. We lingered long, and only with reluctance tore our selves
away.

Our descent only took an hour and a half. We dropped down the
steep gully between

the claustrophobic
conditions, we stayed
for a while, sitting on
the bare granite and
eating a partial lunch.
We also spared a few
nuts for the two or
tree chipmunks that
approached boldly, no
doubt used to receiving
handouts.

To get to Centre
Peak, we had to lose
considerable elevation
and then regain it again.
As we worked our way
up a cleft, we might
have been tempted
to think what was the
point. But by the time
we walked the rocky
spine to the top, we
found that the lower
cloud was beginning to
lift a bit. We sat down
to eat the rest of our
lunch, and watched as
the clouds parted—
sometimes closing again
before reopening—to
reveal distant views. We
could look across the
sound to the Tantalus
Range, noting in particular Mts. Murchison and Lapworth; we could
look down on the town of Squamish; and we could look over our
shoulder to the south and see the length of impressive Goat

Above: Stawamus Chief group with Copilot in the
background.

Top Picture: Stawamus Chief Begging Chipmunk.
photos by: I. McArthur

Centre and North
peaks, which becomes
increasingly narrow
between granite walls.
Despite the seemingly
unfavourable terrain,

a number of large fir
and cedar grow here.
Interestingly, the trees
seem to alternate in
single file fashion, as
if they are so many
hikers making their
way up and down the
trail.

Back at our vehicles,
we spent a quarter
of an hour or so
gazing up at the cliffs
above us and locating
climbers on the sheer
rock face. While
admiring their skill and
nerves of steel, we
were happy enough
to have achieved the
same destination
by a relatively less
demanding route.

As for the gondola: It now appears that the Ministry of
Environment is poised to issue a park-use permit for the project.
While Friends of the Squamish Chief have filed a complaint with
the provincial ombudsperson claiming a “flawed process,” it does
seem as though the gondola is a fait accompli. One wonders what it
will be like visiting the Chief and neighbouring Shannon Falls in the
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midst of an expanded tourist scene.



Education-

Conservation Report By Elaine Golds

Well, it’s a sure sign of spring when we assemble into nest box
cleaning crews and hit the trails in local parks. That what BMN
volunteers will be doing most Saturdays this month. We really
appreciate all the volunteers who have signed up to help — most
especially the people who can climb ladders and have good upper
body strength to manipulate nest boxes while close to the top of
a ladder! On the first Sunday of March, we will be joined by our
Young Naturalists Club at Minnekhada Regional Park where, with
luck, we might see some of the northern flying squirrels who live
in some of our nest boxes. We hope that, at least, some of these
outings will happen on sunny days.

We are really pleased to announce that there is finally a barn
owl nest box installed in the old concrete silo at Colony Farm
Park on the Port Coquitlam side of the river. We had requested
that Tl Corp, the company undertaking the fish channel project at
the Park, also be asked to install a barn owl nest box in the old
silo. We felt this would be an important addition to the Park as
the nest box Kiyoshi has installed on the Coquitlam side of the
River has been very successful and some of the owls raised there
might now be looking for suitable nesting sites. The installation
was truly a complicated job well beyond the capabilities of our
volunteers. In addition to nest box construction, it required setting
up scaffolding to access the site, cutting through metal to install
the nest box and the installation of a large metal plate to cover
the hole created. Kiyoshi has some concerns about the design of
nest box. In particular, he worries that the floor of the silo is often
rather deep in water and that, if the owlets fall from the outside
platform of the nest box, they could possibly drown. We have
raised these concerns with park staff. In response, Tl Corp replied
they chose a nest box design that should prevent immature
owlets from accessing the exterior platform. Based on data
from the UK, this new deep nest box design appears to be very
successful in preventing such falls. Tl Corp also said they would
really appreciate being kept apprised of any owl activity around
the silo...so if BMN members report such activity to me, | will be
pleased to pass it on.

The Costs of a Marine 0il Spill from Kinder Morgan
- Who Will Pay?

In January, the Livings Ocean Society along with some other
environmental organizations released a report of the potential costs
of an oil spill along our coast from the proposed Kinder Morgan
pipeline. Of course, similar risks would arise from the proposed
Enbridge pipeline but in more northerly areas of our coast. If the
Kinder Morgan pipeline is approved, it is estimated oil tanker traffic
would increase to about one every day. Add that to the increased
coal exports and you get some idea of how much extra traffic from
large bulk carriers there could be in our Salish Sea.

While there have been no studies done in BC, in Washington State,
a recent study concluded that a major spill could cost 165,000 jobs
and cost 10.8 billion dollars in direct economic impacts (exclusive
of individual claims and long term environmental damage). Qil
spills appear to be almost inevitable and we know the oil can never
he completely cleaned up. Around the world, there have been 205
tanker-related oil spills between 1996 and 2006 which resulted
in the release of 2.7 million barrels of oil. (For comparison, the
infamous Exxon Valdez spill in 1989 released only 275,000 barrels;
the ecosystem in Prince William Sound has never recovered.)

With regard to who pays for an oil spill, the waters remain very
murky — to made a bad pun. Nowadays, each tanker is usually
insured as the single liability of a limited company - this limits their
exposure to damage claims. Insurance limits their liability to about
the first $140 million dollars worth of damage. After that, there is an
International Qil Pollution Compensation Fund and a supplementary
Fund that could provide up to an additional $1.18 billion. As large
as these numbers sounds, it is likely to be insufficient to deal with
a catastrophic oil spill. Consider that the Exxon Valdez owners have
already paid out over $5 billion in damages and the cost of spill
here could be up to almost 11 billion. So — who will pay if we suffer
a big oil spill in the Salish Sea? One thing you may be sure of - it
won’t be Kinder Morgan because their liability ceases as soon as
the diluted bitumen is loaded on a ship. Given the limited insurance
available for tankers, it seems that it will be the people who pay.
Frankly, that is a price and a risk | am unwilling to take.

This excellent report is one of many which have guided me
through all the problems and hazards associated with increased
oil tanker traffic off the BC Coast and the implications of the much
weakened environmental legislation in Bills C-38 and C-45. In
general, these reports have been prepared by a number of NGOs
whose work forms an invaluable source of material for volunteers
such as myself. In addition to this report, | suggest you have a look
at the websites of West Coast Environmental Law (wcel.org) and
Ecojustice (ecojustic.ca) for other excellent repots and summaries
on these important issues.

Keeping Cats and Birds Safe

in our Communities s zuaine cous

Some people may have heard the discussion on CBC in late
January when BC Nature members including President John Neville
were interviewed. This item was followup to a study which had just
appeared in the British journal, Nature, which described the killing
of billions of birds by domestic cats. Such information was not new
as previous studies had shown similar results. Nonetheless, the
concept of keeping cats indoors proved to be controversial and the
research study quickly became a hot topic on the local news circuit.

BC Nature, in fact, has already passed a resolution about cat
licensing in 2011. The resolution, submitted by the Victoria Natural
History Society, reads as follows: WHEREAS cats that roam free,
whether owned, stray, or feral, kill birds and other wildlife, including
endangered species; and WHEREAS free-roaming cats spread
disease to other cats, wildlife, and humans; and WHEREAS free-
roaming cats often lead short, traumatic, and painful lives; and
WHEREAS as part of BC Nature’s role as a steward of this province’s
biological diversity, it is incumbent upon us to be doing all we
can to preserve and protect our region’s wildlife; and WHEREAS
many communities in other provinces have already recognized the
importance of responsible pet ownership and have extended pet
requirements to cover cats as well as dogs. These communities
include, but are not limited to, Calgary, Edmonton, Regina, and
Toronto; therefore BE IT RESOLVED that BC Nature urge the BC Union
of Municipalities to implement cat licensing, as well as control and
restraint ordinances, to help ensure that cats receive the care and
protection they deserve. Progressive provisions found in ordinances
should include the following: (1) A requirement for all cats to be
licensed; (2) Mandatory spay/neuter of all cats over six months of
age, unless owner purchases annual intact permit and/or breeders
permit. Medical exemptions can be offered; (3) Requirement for all
cats to be vaccinated against rabies; and (4) Cats must be confined to
their owner’s property or physically restrained when off the premises.



;Because of all the media interest, it was felt by BC Nature’s
Conservation Committee, this might be a good time to write to
all municipalities to encourage them to adopt such policies. It’s
possible we might be asked to appear before local councils to
ask them to support such measures. Thus, | would be interested
in learning how BMN members would feel about such a policy.
While | think it is a good idea to keep cats indoors, it’s not clear to
me that requiring all cats to have a licence (presumably worn on a
collar around their neck) and rabies vaccination would have much
impact on bird populations. Rather, | would suggest that requiring
outdoor cats (but not indoor cats) to have a licence might provide
an incentive to owners to keep cats indoors. While | am certainly
interesting in preventing harm to birds, | think some aspects of
this resolution require discussion among our own members before
taking it to our local municipalities. | would be interested in getting
your feedback on this issue. Some of our local municipalities
already have some progressive bylaws. Port Moody requires that
cat owners do not allow their cats to roam at large (but presumably,
they rely on coyotes to do the monitoring rather than animal control
officers). Coquitlam has an optional licensing program for cats.

(1) Protect habitat for spotted owls:

A recent news story described how biologists are now killing
some barred owls in order to help the highly endangered spotted
owls survive in BC. For many years, the BC government has failed
to protect the old growth forests that spotted owls

The Wilderness Committee has set up a convenient one-click
way to express your concerns on this issue to the Premier, two
Ministers and appropriate members of the opposition. See http://
wildernesscommittee.org/write_wild_spotted_owls for details.
Please be sure to add a few personal comments of your own to
make your letter more effective.

(2) Protecting Marine Conservation Areas

In January, the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS)
released a report regarding the lack of progress by the Canadian
government to adequate protect marine areas, despite previous
promises. For the past 18 months CPAWS has been working to have
12 new Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) declared. Sadly, they report
little progress. In contrast, other countries such as Australia, have
already protected 36% of their marine areas as MPAs. The recently
announced budget cuts will make moving forward with MPAs in
Canada even more of a challenge in the coming months. CPAWS
has identified four potential MPAs off the BC Coast including the
following areas:

(a) Hecate Strait Glass Sponge Reefs — these reefs are the
only known living glass sponge reefs of this size in the world.
They are estimated to be 9000 years old and as tall as an 8 storey
building. They provide vital habitat for a number of marine animals
including octopi, shrimp, fish and sea cucumbers. Over half of these
reefs were destroyed by trawlers before a fishing closure was
introduced in 2002. These reefs would be at risk from a marine oil
spill of diluted bitumen if the Enbridge pipeline is approved.

(b) Scott Islands: These islands including Triangle Island are
located off the northwestern tip of Vancouver

rely on for habitat. Over many years, as people Please write to Island. The proposed MPA also includes important
modified the landscape by planting trees, barred the Honorable Peter foraging areas in the surrounding ocean for a
owls from eastern North America have gradually Kent, Minister of the large number of marine birds. About 40% of the
made their way across Canada into BC. These owls .’ seabirds that breed in BC nest on these islands
are so closely related to the spotted owl that the Environment, House of ;. iing half of the world’s Cassin’s Auklets, 90%
two sometimes interbreed. However, barred owls Commons, Ottawa, K1A of Canada’s Tufted Puffins and 95% of Pacific

are nothing but bad news for spotted owls — they 0AG and the Honorable Canada’s Common Murres. The total seabird

are much more aggressive and far less fastidious Keith Ashfield, Minister population was estimated to be over 2 million in
in what they eat. Unlike spotted owls, they mange of Fisheries and Oceans the late 1990s but it has since decreased to about
very well in second growth forests including, of ’ 1.4 million currently. The Scott Islands MPA is also
course, forested area within cities. The failure of House of Commons, at risk from increased tanker traffic to Kitimat.
the government to adequately protect intact old Ottawa, K1A 0A6. When

growth forests for spotted owls has resulted in
ideal habitat for barred owls throughout much of
the forested areas of BC including the southeastern
mainland of BC, which is the only part of the
province which has suitable habitat for spotted
owls. Now there are less than a dozen spotted owils left in the wild
in BC where once, it is estimated, we had over 500 breeding pairs.
A few years ago, the province introduced a controversial captive
breeding program for spotted owls which has had very limited
success to date.

In a last ditch attempt to save spotted owls, provincial biologists
have started trapping and removing (and in some instances,
killing) barred owls to protect the dozen or less of the spotted owls
remaining in the wild. This approach does appear to be somewhat
successful but the act of killing one owl to save another is extreme.
Without adequate intact old growth forests for spotted owls, this
approach is likely to also fail over the long term. BC has developed
a number of plans to protect spotted owls but they have all been
compromised by the failure to keep the logging industry out of old
growth forests. Often, the habitat set aside for owls under such
plans is only second or third rate habitat for them while the best old
growth is allowed to be logged.

writing to elected officials
in Ottawa, no postage is
needed.

© Southern Strait of Georgia: This area just
west of the lower mainland is another critical
marine area that supports 2 million seabirds, many
fish populations and the endangered southern
orcas. There are many threats to this area including
pollution from sewage, habitat alteration, oil spills and increasing
urbanization. If the Enbridge pipeline is built, there will be a much
increased risk of oil spills from large tankers.

(4) The Big Eddy: This area, off the west coast of southern
Vancouver Island, would be an international MPA shared with
Washington State. It is a rich and biodiverse area of upwelling
currents that is now suffering from damaging bottom trawling,
algae blooms and plummeting fish populations. It also could be at
risk from oil spills in the future.

Given the potential risks all these areas face in the future, it is,
perhaps, easy to see why the federal government has been slow
to protect these areas. Nonetheless, CPAWS is asking people to
write to two federal Ministers to move forward with the protection
of these MPAs as well as eight others on the Atlantic Coast (see the
CPAWS report for details on them). Please write to the Honorable
Peter Kent, Minister of the Environment, House of Commons,
Ottawa, K1A 0A6 and the Honorable Keith Ashfield, Minister of

ﬁ Fisheries and Oceans, House of Commons, Ottawa, K1A 0AG.



YNC January
Explorer Day
Hug-a tree

with Al Thomas, Community
Education Coordinator for
Coquitlam Search and Rescue,
Sunday, January 27th, 2013
Everybody knows outdoor activities
are fun, but sometimes it can be
dangerous. We learned this when we
went to the young naturalists club meet
about surviving in the wilderness. Al
Thomas from the search and rescue
team came and taught us how to
survive in the wilderness. We love
camping, so this was very helpful. After
the meeting we felt more confident
about being in the wilderness.

Some of the stuff we learned was
always carry a plastic bag (this is used for
a shelter. It should be bright and easy to
see) and a whistle when we go exploring
and hiking. If you get lost, don’t panic. It
is also a good idea to wear bright clothes
so it is easier for searchers to find you. If you hear the searchers,
answer their calls by waving your bag and blowing your whistle
three times, pausing and doing this continuously. The best thing to
do is to not get lost in the first place!

Since the informative show, we are now more confident about
going in the wilderness. We would like to thank Al for coming in to
teach us all about surviving in the wilderness!

By Nica and Sage Fleming (8)

It looks like young naturalists
are having a Halloween party,
but the truth is that they are
practicing survival skills with
garbage bags. Photo: N.
Nakaya

Shriking Out, or,
Birding with Hilary

On Saturday, January 19th, after a Colony Farm Garden meeting |
was happily persuaded by Hilary Maguire to walk the Pitt River dike
in search of a pine grosheak. Unprepared and out without a coat,
Hilary kindly offered me the sweater off her back, gloves and a wool
hat. What diehard birders! It was a chilly, foggy afternoon (pea soup
or artist’s dreamscape). We ended up walking to the marina and
back to Dominion Road - out for a couple of hours.

Before even setting out we spotted a pair varied thrushes in the
adjacent field and spied green-winged teals in the slough beyond.
Reaching the river a belted kingfisher paralleled the river and a
marsh wren stirred. Later a pair of spotted towhee emerged from
the tangle and a pair of fox sparrow hung off the edge.

Two robins flew to nearby trees, and a flicker called from a

Young naturalists (4 to 13 years old) practicing carrying the stretcher.
Thanks to the leader, they also learned a lot about Search and Rescue
(SAR). This event was made possible again by generous support of the Hyde
Creek Watershed Society. Much appreciation goes to them for letting us

use their education centre as a venue for our indoor Explorer Day in winter
months. Photo: N. Nakaya

distant tree. As the sun tried to peek through, we

were delighted by a brown creeper in the conifers
where later golden kinglets flitted in the fog. Both the
river and sloughs were dotted with teals, mallards,
gadwall, widgeon and common golden eye swimming
or huddled along the banks. Numerous buffleheads
dove and hobbed and swiftly flew up and down the
waterways. Raven calls echoed on the water and

to the west the sound of a huge gathering of crows
reached us. The light streaked through the mist
striking a few common mergansers gleaming white,
and gulls on rocks and a single double-breasted
cormorant on a piling were silhouetted like sculptures.
A group of about six Canada geese, all balanced on a
single leg, were perfectly reflected in the still water. A
branch in the river closely resembled Lee Valley flower
shears (this is what happens to gardeners in winter!)
on the mirrored surface.

We loved watching a single harrier hunting low over
the weathered blonde fields, and at the Prairie Road
junction enjoyed sighting a young northern shrike all
fluffed up and perched in a lone tree.

On our return, chestnut-backed and black-capped chickadees
twilled in alders and flew along just above osier dogwood - a
vibrant purple red. An afternoon of winter images and sounds, but,
alas, no pine grosheak emerged from the fog.



Nature and Feeder Watch

By Liz Thunstrom

Early January was cold and snowy but great for seeing rare
birds. The Lower Mainland hosted a number of unusual species — a
Brambling, a Scrub Jay and the highlight, a Red-flanked Bluetail, an
Asian flycatcher! This was first seen in New Westminster January
13, and is the first Canadian record of this species! Hilary and |
went to see it on the 18th and got an excellent view. Spotting the
bird was made easier by the numbers of camera and binocular
holders, most of whom did keep a respectful distance! The
colouring and especially the blue tail, was striking.

Feeder watchers out there keep an eye out for unusual visitors;
the brambling showed up at a feeder, and there have been
numerous sightings of Redpolls this year to date.

A Pine Grosbeak has frequented Kathy Soreng’s garden near
Mundy Park, a first for her, confirmed by photos she was able to get.

David Schutz reports that the featured birds in his yard in the last
two weeks have been Townsend’s Warbler, Barred Owl and 15 or
more Red Crosshills.

Kiyoshi has hosted an Anna’s
hummingbird on his feeder
since late December and
Elaine sent along the following
note...“January 13th when | was
outside topping up our seed
feeder, | noticed, to my surprise,
a hummer at the hummer feeder
- which was totally frozen. | had
not been maintaining it as | had
not noticed a hummer there for
several weeks (nor any decrease
in the liquid) - but suddenly one
appeared; the feeder was horribly
useless and the bird must have
been desperate, given the
freezing temperatures. So, |
quickly took it down, did a quick thaw, replenished it and got it out
again within a few minutes. However, | did not see a hummer at it
all the following day and worried that he had not made it through
the night. But, to my surprise and delight, a hummer appeared
in the morning when | put it out again after having taken it in
overnight night to thaw. He has been hanging around it all day
today. It is a relief to know this bird survived. | will maintain this
feeder as long as the cold weather persists.

Como Lake was iced over for a couple of weeks. Mallards, Widgeon
Coots and Buffleheads managed to keep a small patch of water open
and many gulls could be seen on the ice. There were several Herring
Gulls in the group, and a large number of first year birds. On January
22nd, | saw a heron walking slowly across the ice toward the reeds
at the far end - it looked very uncertain of its footing.

The ice was gone by the 27th and Common and Hooded
Merganser pairs returned to fish and Red-winged Blackbirds were
heard calling. Canada geese were back by the end of the month.

Anne and Hilary have seen Shoveller Ducks, Green-winged Teal,
and Pied-billed Grebes at the pond at Colony Farm and heard
numerous pheasants calling in the grass. Heron counters report the
number of herons seen is increasing after a very quiet fall when on
many days, none were seen.

Please remember Feb. 15 - 18th is the Great Backyard bird count
sponsored by Bird Studies Canada. More information is available at
ghbc@birdscanada.org

Female Anna’s Hummingbird hosted by
Kiyoshi at his feeder. Photo: K. Takahashi

BIMN Archives
Excerpts from previous
February Newsletters

By Anne Holt

February 1991
“Ed Con Report” 8y Christine Hanrahan

Burke Mountain: Six BMIN members attended Coquitlam’s Land
Use Committee meeting in January. Rick Woodland, a planner
for the Kamei Suchi Group, presented his group’s plans for
development on the plateau of Burke Mountain. They want to build
500 homes, a 300-room hotel, an arts centre, and a golf course.
They envision the area serving a number of recreational uses
including downhill and cross-country skiing. Of the approximately
640 acres to be acquired by the group, they indicate that all but 70
acres will be turned over to an appropriate body to administer as a
park. This ‘park’ will contain the 150-acre golf course.

We are not happy with this proposal and plan to draft a brief on

Burke Mountain and present our position that the area should be
left as is and turned into a provincial wilderness park.

February 1994
“Looking Back at 1993 sy April Mol

BMN continues to have a very active Conservation Committee,
and we have lots of success. In addition to many small issues
which arise every month, we are still very much involved with
opposing logging in our local watersheds, and in promoting our
Burke-Widgeon-Pinecone Provincial Park proposal.

After four years, we have finally obtained a powerboat closure on
the Coquitlam River from the Fraser River north through Colony
Farm lands.

We have been part of coalition groups for Mundy Park (a large
forested city park with trails and lakes) to prevent the development
of a golf course, for Douglas Island, where Port Coquitlam wanted
to zone the island for estate residential housing and for Riverview
trees. A significant portion of the Riverview lands contain B.C.’s
first arboretum -- the provincial government, through BCBC, is now
funding a formal inventory of the trees to be conducted this fall

February 1999
“Landslide in Miller Ravine” By Fiaine Golds

The January rains triggered a small landslide in a side gully of
Miller Ravine just upstream from the pedestrian bridge near the
Coquitlam/Port Moody boundary. The landslide caused a temporary
debris dam to form across Schoolhouse Creek. When this dam
burst, a debris torrent tore the pedestrian bridge from its footing
and pushed it to one side of the creek. I'm guessing it’s unlikely
any salmon downstream of the slide survived the torrent and heavy
siltation. Damage to the bridge can be easily viewed from the bench
area known as “Fern Glade”. We have not yet inspected for any
potential scouring further downstream.

Just as we said in our brochure “Ten Reasons Why Skytrain Does
Not Belong in Miller Ravine”, the high probability of landslides is
one of them!

February 2002
‘“Many Animals Saved by the Wildlife Rescue
Association of BG” 8y Jason Lesage

Almost 3,200 injured or orphaned animals were admitted to
the Burnaby-based Wildlife Rescue facility in 2001. That’s also
the number of Good Samaritans who found and transported those
animals to Wildlife Rescue.



It’s often contact with humans - and their buildings and machinery
- that sends animals to the Wildlife Rescue Care Centre. ........ In
May, a pregnant female Canada goose was hit by a truck, shattering
her eggs. Although she survived her injuries, recovery was slow and
she continued to lose weight. Staff wondered if part of the problem
was the loneliness of being separated from her mate. As Canada
geese mate for life, separation can be devastating. Staff eventually
located the male who was still waiting at the accident site and
although healthy, he was taken to Wildlife Rescue. The hope was
that he could lift the female out of depression and prompt her to
eat regularly. The diagnosis was correct. She and her mate were
released together into the skies over Burnaby Lake in June. ........

February 2004
“Two Mysteries Solved” By Dave Schutz

Several years ago | came back from a winter holiday to find
my bird feeders totally empty. This was not surprising - but | was
surprised at the condition of my largest feeder. It is a 12 port silo
and it was spotless with not a crumb remaining. This feeder is
hard to clean, with all its nooks and crannies and the only way |
can make it spotless is to dismantle and wash it. | had visions of
a swarm of insects or a cleaning crew of mythical “little people”
vacuuming the leftovers. | asked a couple of our club members for
an explanation but they were as puzzled as | was.

Recently I returned from another vacation and the big silo was
cleaned out again. However, the next morning | was delighted to
see a Northern Flicker on the feeder. Its long tongue probed every
crevice, picking up the last of the sunflower chips. And now you
know the rest of the story !

February 2005
“Announcements” First BMN Hike of the year - Trans Canada Trail
tCome join us for our first hike of the year! On this moderate
hike we will traverse the most westerly mainland section of the
Trans Canada Trail (as far as Eagle Lake Road above Cypress Falls
Park) and make use of residential streets, other trails and old
roads to turn our ramble into a loop trip. En route we will achieve
a couple of rock bluffs with commanding views, travel a delightful
stretch of trail through ancient forest, and enjoy prospects of
impressive Upper Cypress Falls. Roundtrip distance is 10.5 miles
with a cumulative elevation gain of approximately 1720 ft. For
those wanting a shorter day arrangements can be made. Hikers
are reminded that if you have been on three outings an up to date
membership is required. Carpool from .......
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