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BC Coastal Waterbird Survey
Data Summary - Seasons 2011-
2012 and 2012'2013 by Krista Englund

Several Burke Mountain Naturalist members, including Lee
Harding, Hilary Maguire and Larry Cowan on occasion have been
assisting my sister Julia Shewan and me conduct a monthly survey
of Port Moody Inlet as part of the BC Coastal Waterbird Survey. We
visit the inlet on the second Sunday of each month between
September and April to count all the waterbirds using the inlet and
shoreline. Here is a summary of the data we collected:

One or two Horned Grebes were often seen; rarely Western
Grebe or Common Loon.

Hundreds of Canada Geese were regularly seen and the December
2012 Canada Goose count exceeded 700. A small percentage of
the geese seen (usually <20%) were Cackling Geese, whose
detection was most often the result of Lee Harding's keen eye.

Green-winged Teal and Mallards were the most abundant
dabbling ducks, numbering over 300 each on several occasions.
American Wigeon and Northern Pintail were also quite regular in
lower numbers. Small numbers of Eurasian Wigeon, Ring-necked
Duck, Gadwall, Wood Duck and Northern Shoveler were seen
occasionally.

Buffleheads were the most common diving ducks, with numbers up
to and exceeding 200 in a few cases. Common and Barrow's
Goldeneye were seen on most survey dates, as were scaups.
Hooded Merganser were seen most regularly (up to 8), but we also
observed Common and Red-breasted Mergansers on occasion.

One or two Great Blue Heron were seen on most survey dates,
with up to 6 counted in September 2011.

Killdeer were the most regular shorebirds counted, with up to 20
seen in September 2012. The highlight of our January 2013 survey
date was a flock of Dunlin gracing the skies. Small flocks of
Western Sandpiper were spotted in September and November
2012. Occasional shorebird detections included Spotted Sandpiper,
Baird's Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Long-billed Dowitcher and
Black Turnstone.

One or two Bald Eagles were regularly seen, and we were also
rewarded with occasional glimpses of Cooper's Hawk, Merlin,
Peregrine Falcon, Osprey and Red-tailed Hawk.

Glaucous-winged and Mew Gulls were the most common gull
species seen, but careful gull identification was occasionally
rewarded with detections of Herring, Ring-billed, Glaucous-winged-
Western Hybrids and California Gulls.

Cormorants and Northwestern Crow were seen on most survey
dates, and Common Raven were seen twice in 2013.

And of course, few surveys were complete without the sound and
sight of one or more Belted Kingfishers crossing the inlet.
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About the BC Coastal Waterbird Survey

The BC Coastal Waterbird Survey (BCCWS) is a citizen science
program of Bird Studies Canada that has been running since 1999.
Using a network of volunteers, naturalist groups, government
agencies, and non-government organizations, the BCCWS aims to
monitor waterbirds in coastal areas of British Columbia. Participants
of the survey are encouraged to visit and count waterbirds at a
designated survey site once a month with an emphasis on the
months September through April. To standardize counts in each
area, surveyors are asked to visit on the second Sunday of each
month, or as close to that day as possible. The data collected,
which can be downloaded freely from www.naturecounts.ca, can
provide valuable baseline information in the event of a disaster
such as an oil spill or for detecting population trends and
distribution patterns, as well as addressing the other program
objectives.

Port Moody Inlet is one of approximately 50 individual BCCWS
sites located around Burrard Inlet and English Bay - a site that was
designated an Important Bird Area in 2000. The collective effort of
surveyors monitoring individual sites throughout the IBA on a
monthly basis contributes valuable data to this international
program. For more information, visit
http://www.ibacanada.ca/site.jsp?siteID=BC020&lang=EN.

Photo: H. Maquire

BirdLife'

»
IMPORTANT
BIRD AREA
This site is part of a giobal
network of places recognized
for their outstanding value to
bird consenvation.

T Canacien (84 Program i 1 P .

@ MO ==

NEXT MEETING:

Tuesday, September 10" at 7:30pm
Como Lake United Church
Marmont Ave. & King Albert Ave., Coquitlam

Guest speaker will be announced later.

Visit our website for updates and additional information:
www.bmn.bc.ca




Announcements

Saturday, June 15 at 8 am: “Raptor” and all-other-birds count at
Colony Farm. Meet Lee Harding in the parking lot at the end of
Colony Farm Road or, alternatively, join Mike Griffin at 9 am at the
entrance on Shaughnessy Street in Port Coquitlam. Phone Lee
(604.469.6795) or Mike (604.942.5326) to confirm that count is
actually taking place on this day... sometlmes the date is shifted.
These walks are generally held the 3 Saturday of each month.

Friday, June 21: Solstice Cycle

To welcome the first day of summer and to celebrate the second
longest day of the year we would like to offer an evening cycle trip
of the PoCo Trail. This is a 26 km flat route circuit that takes in the
Coquitlam River, Colony Farm, Fraser River, Pitt River, DeBoville
Slough and Hyde Creek. Meet at Gates Park (west end of Wilson
Ave.) in Port Coquitlam at 6pm. Return 9:30pm. Contact lan
(604.939.4039) for more info.

Saturday, June 22 from 9am - noon: Join the Friends of
DeBoville Slough for a session of knotweed removal along the
dikes. Wear sturdy shoes, bring work gloves and dress for the
weather. Tools are provided. If the sun is shining, bring
sunscreen, eye protection, a hat and drinking water. See
www.fodbs.org for more information.

Wednesday, June 26 at 7pm: Summer Evening Botany Walk #3
Eastern Shoulder of Burnaby Mountain

Meet at the end of North Road on the border between Port Moody
and Burnaby. There is a small parking area here, and another
larger lot further west near Chapman Street. Parking is also
available along Garrow Drive in Port Moody’s Glenayre subdivision,
but this is not accessible by car from North Road (you have to drive
around through Glenayre to get here). No washrooms. Contact
Victoria (604.937.5379) for more info.

Saturday, June 29: Evans Valley (Golden Ears Park) Hike

This is a trail that has not been on the Golden Ears Provincial Park
trail map for many years, but it is still used and has been recently
worked on. The trail stays close to Evans Creek and travels through
a forest with large old growth trees. Views of Evans Peak and
Blanchard Needle can be seen on a clear day. This is a moderate
hike. Roundtrip distance is 9 km (5.6 mi) with an elevation gain of
500 m (1640 ft). Meet at the Starbucks parking lot on the corner of
Lougheed Hwy and Oxford Street in Port Coquitlam at 8:00 am.
Return 4:00 pm. Please contact Terry (604.942.1626) for more info.

Wednesday, July 3, at 7 pm: Colony Farm Park Association
Annual General Meeting at Colony Farm. Join CFPA members for
some light refreshments starting at 5:30 pm (but phone Elaine if
you plan to partake of food to ensure we have enough). The
meeting will commence at 7 pm. At dusk, we will count the bats
emerging from the bunkhouse. Some mosquitoes could be
present, so dress appropriately.

Sunday, July 7 at | pm: Join members of the Riverview
Horticultural Centre Society for their annual Linden Tree Tour and
Tea. Meet on the uphill side of the Henry Esson Young building.
Follow Holly Drive (the main road) through Riverview, turn uphill at
Oak Crescent and right on Kalmia to park. Wear sturdy shoes.

Thursday, July 11 at 7:30 pm: Join members of the Riverview
Horticultural Centre Society for their annual Linden Tree Tour and
Tea. See July 7 for directions and information.

Thursday, July 18 at 7:00 PM: Summer Evening Botany Walk #4
Coquitlam River near Gabriola Drive

Meet near the intersection of Gabriola Drive and Cortes Ave. Street
parking is available north of Harwood Ave. No washrooms
available. This walk is timed to view the Indian pipe, which usually
grows well here along the Coquitlam River. Contact Victoria
(604.937.5379) for more info.

Saturday, July 27: Zoa Peak Hike

This peak is a moderate ridge hike in the stunning Coquihalla
Mountains area. We are timing this hike to try and capture the
wonderful wildflowers this area has to offer. The views from the trail
are impressive looking at the bare walls and massive grey slabs of
rock. It is not to be missed if you like alpine views and wildflowers.
Roundtrip distance is 11 km (6.8 mi) with a cumulative elevation
gain of 690 m (2260 ft). Meet at the Eagle Ridge Field parking lot
on Runnel Drive in Coquitlam at 7:00 am. Return 6:00 pm. (Note:
Do not park in the parking lot; park on Runnel Drive.) Contact lan
(604.939 4039) for more info.

Thursday, Aug. 8 at 7:00 PM: Summer Evening Botany Walk #5
Bert Flinn Park and the Port Moody Wetlands

Meet at the eastern entrance to this park, at the roundabout at the
north end of Heritage Mountain Blvd. We’'ll hope to see sundews
and Labrador tea in this small wetland area. Contact Victoria
(604.937.5379) for more info.

Thursday, Aug. 29 at 7:00 PM: Summer Evening Botany Walk #6
- The loco Townsite

Meet on 4th Ave, near the old Community Centre. No washrooms.
There is a nice mix here of native plants and escapees from the old
gardens. Contact Victoria (604.937.5379) for more info.

Saturday, Aug. 31: Lower Seymour Circuit Hike

This hike features multiple spectacular views, a number of
picturesque lakelets and ponds, and, despite Mount Seymour
Provincial Park’s popularity, a surprising amount of peace and
solitude. From the parking area, we will head east to Goldie Lake,
and then loop north via the old Perimeter Trail to De Pencier Bluffs.
From the bluffs we will circle back to the west and Brockton Point,
then pick up one of Halvor Lunden’s routes, which will take us past
Suicide Bluffs to Dog Mountain. The last leg will be east on the Dog
Mountain Trail. Roundtrip distance is about 16 km (10 mi) with an
elevation gain of 260 m (855 ft). Please note that while this hike has
relatively modest statistics, the route utilizes older, not maintained
trail with some steep sections requiring care. Meet at the Eagle
Ridge Field parking lot on Runnel Drive in Coquitlam at 8:00 am.
Return 6:00 pm. (Note: Do not park in the parking lot; park on
Runnel Drive.) Contact lan (604.939.4039) for more info.

Saturday, September 7: Bear Mountain Hike

This hike is a moderate to strenuous hike near Harrison Hot
Springs. Most of the hike is on an old gradual switchback road to
ease the elevation gain. Great views of Harrison Lake, the upper
part of the Fraser Valley, and surroundlng mountams are well worth
the effort. The final wewpomt has ' K
been called “eye-popping”. Distance
is 18 km (11.3 mi) with an elevation
gain of 1000 m (3280 ft). Meet at the
Eagle Ridge Field parking lot on
Runnel Drive in Coquitlam at 7:00
am. Return 6:00 pm. Contact lan
(604.939.4039) for more info.

Congratulations,
Eurilda!

In April, Port Coquitlam held its
annual awards ceremony and tribute
to the City’s many volunteers. BMN
was pleased to see that one of our
members received the award in the
environmental category. Eurilda
Larsen is a longtime member of
both BMN and the Riverview Horticultural Centre Society. She is an
active volunteer in PoCo, especially with the PoCo Gardening Club.
Photo: I. McArthur
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Action Letter of the Month —
Send an S.0.S. for the
Canadian Species at Risk Act

by Victoria Otton

May 22 was International Day of Biological Diversity and in
recognition of this, a number of conservation groups mounted a
campaign to save Canada’s endangered Species at Risk Act
(abbreviated as SARA). SARA protects species and their habitat on
federal lands and provides a critical safety net for endangered
species wherever they live in Canada. Strong federal species-at-
risk legislation is important to ensure the future of our most
vulnerable wildlife, such as woodland caribou, grizzly bears, polar
bears, Orca whales, leatherback sea turtles, sage grouse,
wolverines and hundreds of other plant and animal species that are
currently vulnerable, threatened or endangered.

But SARA contains some fundamental flaws, resulting in species
being left without protection. One flaw involves the process of
getting a species listed as endangered: an independent science
advisory body — the Committee on the Status of Endangered
Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) — can make recommendations to
the federal government that a species is at risk of extinction, but the
government can ignore the recommendation. If listing a species is
deemed to have social, economic or political impacts, it can be
denied listing, referred for further consultations or sent back to the
scientific advisory body for further study. In other words, a species
can be left off the endangered list, leaving it vulnerable to continued
decline. Putting politics and economics ahead of species protection
seriously weakens SARA’s effectiveness.

The David Suzuki Foundation, the Canadian Parks and
Wilderness Society, Nature Canada, Ecojustice and the World
Wildlife Fund of Canada are all asking that Canadians send an
S.0.S. to the federal Environment Minister expressing your
thoughts about the importance of having a strong Species at Risk
Act to protect Canada’s most vulnerable species and their habitats.
The websites of all these organizations contain more details
describing the problems with the current SARA.

Please write to:

The Honourable Peter Kent
Minister of the Environment
Les Terrasses de la Chaudiere
10 Wellington Street, 28" Floor
Gatineau, Quebec

K1A OH3

Email: Minister@ec.gc.ca

There is no
submission from the

Burke Mountain
Young Naturalists
this month.

Nature and Feederwatch

by Liz Thunstrom

There were no whiteboard sightings for May, as members met for
a walk at Como Lake instead of a formal meeting. It was a lovely
evening and the trees were out in full leaf. We saw several Wilson’s
Warblers, the Osprey diving for trout and a Western Tanager in the
trees on the west side. The Bushtit nest is still active and Paul
Steeves managed to get a photo of one of the birds peering out of
the opening. Two pairs of Red-winged Blackbirds nested in the
wetland this year and on May 22 | watched as three fledgling young
took an unsteady first flight.

On May 27, | noticed a pair of Mallards with 2 small ducklings.
This seemed unusual as the drake seldom stays with mother and
young. Only one pair of Canada Geese has goslings this year.

Once again the gardens are filled with the busy hum of
bumblebees. The heather and cotoneaster flowers especially are
alive with bees here and Victoria reports them in her vine maples,
but very few honeybees can be seen. The bees in my garden are

mostly the Orange-rumped and Sitka species. They have a nest
site over my garden shed. A good website for information on
bumblebees is: http://www.beefriendly.ca/index.php/native-
bees/bumble-bees

Victoria Otton wrote: | received a phone call from a Coquitlam
resident asking if | knew what type of bird was hammering away on
their furnace exhaust vent. She told me that her husband had heard
a deafening racket that seemed to be coming from the furnace.
Alarmed, he called in a furnace repairman who took the furnace
apart but could find nothing amiss. As the repairman was
reassembling the furnace, he mentioned to the couple that "there’s
a bird around that pecks at furnace exhaust pipes, trying to find
someplace warm to nest’(!) He charged the couple $200, and
departed with the suggestion that they keep an eye out for this bird.
Sounds like a Northern Flicker was the reason for this expensive
call-out.

Bill Aaroe reported the first bat of the season on May 5th, flying
behind his house in the greenbelt along Brown creek. He says it is
earlier than usual by 18 days! Bill has been keeping written nature
records since the 1990’s, initially mostly on birds but expanding to
bats in 2000. He records the dates of first sightings every year and
anything unusual or of special interest. Thanks for sharing this with
us, Bill. BC has 16 of the 19 bat species that occur in Canada,
several of which are classed as endangered. The Okanagan is a
bat hot spot as many of you will know first hand!

Jane Thomsing went on the Bunting Walk at Colony Farm on
June 1. There were 34 people in the group and 'great hunting',
especially an excellent view of a male bird singing.
audubonconnect@audubon.com is a great site to visit. There
are webcams in an Osprey nest and also in a Puffin colony. It is
amazing to see the birds carrying on with their activities, apparently
unaware of the camera.

Have a good summer, everyone, and don’t forget to send in your
exciting spottings for the fall newsletter.

BMN Archives - Excerpts from
previous June newsletters

by Anne Holt
June 1989
“Editorial™ by Christine Hanrahan

June, and one's thoughts turn to summer-lazy days, days of
sun, sand and lots of outdoor living. ...... For the naturalist, summer
offers a time to get out and enjoy nature's bounty. Whether you
enjoy birds, plants, wildflowers, mammals, reptiles, insects or all of
the above and more, now is your opportunity to watch, listen, and
learn more about the natural world around us; the REAL world!

June 1989
"Field Trip Report - Mike Lake" by Curt Smecher

Six BMNers attended the May 28th field trip to Mike Lake, which
is a small lake in Golden Ears Park. The vegetation varies from dry
forest to bog. We paid particular attention to the mosses of the
area, especially Hylocomium splendens, which grows in cascades,
each cascade being one year's growth. Fungus included step
fungus, various mushrooms, swamp beacon (Mitrula Paludosa),
cup fungus, and golden jelly cone (Guepiniopsis Alpinus). The
rocks in the area are mainly granite and glacial till. The creeks had
water striders, but the salamanders seen a week earlier were not
seen on this trip. There was something for everyone. We even saw
some birds!

June1992
"Father of Field Naturalists" by Marjorie Griffin

Written by Gilbert White (1720-1793), clergyman/naturalist,
"The Natural History of Selborne" has made both its author and his
village famous throughout the world. The book is a collection of
letters which are a meticulous record of his natural history
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observations made in the Parish of Selborne, Hampshire, England.
White was unique at a time when most natural scientists were
preoccupied with identifying and classifying dead plant and animal
material gathered from all parts of the world, whilst he studied living
species within their own habitats for 30 years.

Selborne, September 9, 1767: "l was much entertained last
summer with a tame bat, which would take flies out of a person's
hand. If you gave it anything to eat, it brought its wings round
before the mouth, hovering and hiding its head in the manner of
birds of prey when they feed. The adroitness it showed when
shearing off the wings of the flies, which were always rejected, was
worthy of observation and pleased me very much. Insects seem to
be most acceptable, though it did not refuse raw flesh when
offered: so that the notion that bats go down chimneys and gnaw
men's bacon, seems no improbable story. (Country kitchens would
always have sides of bacon curing.)

June 1994
"BMN'S Annual Colony Farm Walkabout a Smashing Success"
by Elaine Golds

Over 250 people, many who were first-time visitors, took part in
the annual CF walkabout on Sunday in June, 1994. Along with our
display board chronicling past Walkabouts, new this year, showing
the diversity of Colony Farm, were an insect display, and a poster
display of the salmon species found in the Coquitlam River.
Guided tours of the new trail leading to the PoCo side were offered
by several capable BMN members who, after braving "Alligator"
Pass (you have to check this out for yourself!) were lucky to add a
Lazuli Bunting, 4 Eastern Kingbirds, and a Peregrine Falcon
chasing dozens of Band-tailed pigeons, to the more than 40
species of birds that were seen that day. Not to be outdone, those
who remained on the self-guided tours and scope setups on the
Coquitlam side were treated to 2 Western Kingbirds, an
extravaganza of male Rufous Hummingbirds doing displays, a huge
American Bullfrog who remained motionless for so long on a
floating board that many thought he was a fake, plus the unusual
sighting of coyotes who were feasting on a steer carcass. In
addition, children delighted in watching several families of waterfowl
with downy young ones. It seemed that the wildlife could read our
interpretive signs and showed up on cue!

June 1996
"Rocks in their Heads” by Karen Beckenbach

In May, several members of the conservation committee
attended a meeting in Maple Ridge concerning the proposed gravel
mine in the upper Pitt River watershed. ......

The representative from Mission told everyone the horror story
that her community is experiencing with a gravel mine in a
residential neighborhood. Apparently the Department of Mines
(DOM) is governed by its own rules and regulations and no other
ministry or department can intervene with a DOM approved
operation.

The mining permit has already been granted by the DOF. The
owners plan to remove 200 truckloads of gravel per day, but one
thing stands in their way; they don't have a permit to build a
conveyer belt and dock to load the gravel onto barges to get the
gravel to market.

This newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre, is
ecologo, processed chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is
manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.

The DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is Aug. 31%t, 2013.
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Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership
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Membership information: Members receive ten monthly newsletters
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a
registered non-profit society with charitable income status.
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They have applied to the Ministry of Environment for this permit and
have offered them a carrot in the form of a public dock, the dock
that is there now is owned by the logging company. This public
dock will be placed under the conveyer belt, which will have tons of
crushed rock with sprayers going to keep the dust down.

Only people with rocks in their heads would be willing to risk
using this dock!

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is
a member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC
Naturalists). BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable
income status.

Our objectives are:

» to promote the enjoyment of nature

» to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of, our environment

» to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas,

particularly local areas

« to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the
natural world

President: Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca

VP: Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) egolds@sfu.ca

Past President: lan McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net

Treasurer & Membership:

Carole Edwards (604.461.3864) cedwards6@gmail.com

Recording Secretary: Barb Sherman

BC Nature Directors:
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Laura Dupont (604.552.1703), and Mark Johnston (604.552.0727)

Newsletter Editor:
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Newsletter Layout: lan McArthur, imcart@telus.net
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Chair: Elaine Golds, Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton

Members: Mike Griffin, lan McArthur, Niall Williams,

Carole Edwards

Nature and Feeder Watch: Liz Thunstrom
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Young Naturalists Club:

Noriko Nakaya (604.675.9031) bmnync@gmail.com

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)
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Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area DeBoville
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Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock,
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