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Reminder: Please renew your membership

Silent Auction Evening 2013:
A Blg Success- by Victoria Otton

It was another
successful evening of
fun and fundraising at
the BMN silent auction
on December 10th.
Despite the snow and
slippery roads, about

60 BMN members and
guests showed up to bid
generously on the array
of attractive items up for
auction. Just over $2200
was raised that evening,
the bulk of which will

be donated to The Qiled
Wildlife Society of BC,

an organization which
works closely with the BC SPCA, Wildlife Rescue, and others to ensure a
coordinated response to save wildlife in the first few hours and days after
an oil spill. As in the past, we will hold back a small portion of the $2200 to
assist with the operating costs of our club; the exact size of this portion will
be determined at the January meeting of the Executive Committee.

BMN is grateful to the many members who donated items and
services, and also to the following local businesses for their generous
gifts for our auction:

Backyard Bird Centre, Port Moody

Bosley’s Pet Store, Coquitlam

Gerry’s Vintners, Coquitlam

Rodos Kouzina Mediterranean Grille, Port Moody

Wild Birds Unlimited, Vancouver

Please remember to support these businesses in the year ahead.

There are many people to thank for this highly successful evening.
Carole Edwards and Christina Saremba deserve most of the accolades
for the Silent Auction. The Gillespies, Liz Thunstrom, Anne Holt and
Hilary Maguire provided invaluable help with the other tables. Thanks
especially to Gay Mitchell on flute and Janet Rozanski on piano for
the seasonal music. The highlight of the evening was the slideshow
prepared by lan McArthur entitled ‘The BMN Year in Review’. It always
amazes me how many activities BMN participates in over the course of
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one year, and in retrospect,
| marvel at our energy.

Elections for the BMN
Board of Directors for
2014 were also held
during the (brief!) business
portion of the evening.
This year we had three
executive members step
down. Mark Johnston has
served on the committee
for 16 years. During most
of this time Mark was
an especially useful link
(through his daughter
Christina) to the BMN-
Young Naturalists Club.
After being a chaplain
at Riverview for many
years, Mark now works evenings at his new chaplaincy position in a
correctional institution. Mark will continue to be a co-organizer and
leader of the BMN hikes. Another long-time executive member to
step down this year is Barb Sherman, who has also been our dutiful
recording secretary during her 10-year tenure. Barb is the head-of-
staff in the SFU Biology Dept and she will continue to help direct guest
speakers our way. Barb will also continue to be the BMN representative
on Coquitlam’s Invasive Plant Committee. The third person to step
away from the executive committee is Laura Dupont. During the year
that Laura served on our Board, she brought a fresh outlook and lots
of energy, and she will continue to contribute to the new BMN booklet
that’s still in the works
— ‘The Young Explorers’
Guide to Nature in the
TriCities’. This booklet
is expected to be

Live music by Gay and Janet.

NEXT MEETING:

Tuesday, Feh. 11 at 7:30pm
Como Lake United Church King

completed this fall, Albert Avenue, Coquitiam
But it wasn’t all losses, BMN Monthlv Meeti

onthly Meeting.
and we are happy “Journey to the Stars”,

to welcome David
Mounteney as a new
Board member for 2014.

Best wishes for the
year ahead.

a presentation by Dudley Booth.

Visit our website for updates
and additional information:
www.bmn.bc.ca



Announcements:

Saturday, January 18 at 9 am: Join Colin Clasen (who is filling in

for Larry Cowan as he recovers from heart surgery) and members of
Nature Vancouver for a half-day birding field trip to Port Coquitlam’s Pitt
River Dykes. This trip starts at Dominion Ave. and ends at the parking
area at the head of DeBoville Slough. The route covers a distance

of approx 5km with some excellent dyke-side habitats. Meet in the
main parking area at Cedar & Victoria Drives (DeBoville Slough) in NE
Coquitlam. We will then carpool to our start at the east end of Dominion
Ave. For more info, please call Colin at 604-817-5358.

Wednesday, January 22 at 7 pm: Town hall meeting hosted by Forest
Ethics Advocacy regarding the proposed Kinder Morgan Pipeline from
Alberta to Burnaby. At the Kyle Centre, 125 Kyle Street, just behind the Arts
Centre (old Port Moody City Hall) on St. John’s Street in Port Moody. This
project would result in a huge increase in tanker traffic in Burrard Inlet.
The tentative panel is expected to include Councillor Rick Glumac from
Port Moody; Ben West from Forest Ethics; Fin Donnelly, MP; Reuben
George from Tsleil-Waututh First Nation and Elaine Golds from BMN.

Saturday, February 8 at 10 am: BMN Nest box cleaning at Minnekhada
Farms Regional Park and DeBoville Slough. It’s time to do a little

spring cleaning, BMN-style. Please join us for the morning — it’s always
interesting to see who has been using these boxes. While we need
people to record and carry supplies, it is essential to have some people
who can climb ladders and have the upper body strength to wrestle nest
boxes from sticky nails and re-install them. We need enough people to
divide into at least two teams. Please wear work gloves and waterproof
boots. Meet in the larger parking lot for DeBoville Slough. Sign up at the
BMN meeting or contact Elaine (604-937-3483).

Sunday, February 9 at 9 am: Join Colin Clasen and members of
Nature Vancouver for a half-day of birding in Colony Farm Regional
Park. This park is home to many over-wintering raptors, sparrows,
waterfowl and usually a Northern Shrike or two. Meet at the parking
area at the south end of Colony Farm Road in Coquitlam. For more info,
please call Colin at 604-817-5358.

Tuesday, February 11 at 7:30 pm: BMN Monthly Meeting at Como
Lake United Church, corner of Marmont Street and King Albert Avenue
in Coquitlam. “Journey to the Stars”, a presentation by Dudley Booth.
Dudley has been a star-gazer for over 50 years, keeping himself up-to-
date on recent astronomical discoveries made by NASA and Hubble.
The journey begins with an rocket launch as would be seen by the
astronauts. We’ll investigate the planets, asteroids and comets, and
then visit the Milky Way, and the other galaxies, and ultimately travel to
the edge of the Universe and the beginning of time. It promises to be
quite the trip!

Saturday, February 15 at 9 am: Nest box cleaning at Colony Farm
Regional Park. Meet in the parking lot at the end of Colony Farm Road.
For the first time, we will have plumbed washrooms available for use
during this activity! Again, we plan to divide into two teams to tackle
both sides of Colony Farm Park. Wear work gloves and waterproof
boots. Sign up at the BMN meeting or contact Elaine.

Tuesday, Feb. 18 at 7:15 pm: Education-Conservation Meeting at Elaine’s.

Wednesday, February 19 at 7 pm: Port Moody Ecological Society
Annual General Meeting at the Port Moody Recreation Center in the
Recreation Center. Guest speaker will be Craig Orr from Salmon
Watershed Watch (www.watershed-watch.org), based in Coquitlam. His
topic will the “The War on Science” in which he will provide an
overview of the legislation passed by the Harper government

to eliminate the protection of fish habitat, weaken environmental
protection, muffle scientists, limit public input and destroy priceless
science libraries. From the original entrance to the Rec Centre,
proceed upstairs and turn left. Nutritious nibbles will be proved along
with updates from the Noons Creek hatchery. Members and guest
will also receive an update from the Mossom Creek hatchery group
as they organize to rebuild their hatchery which was destroyed by a
devastating and heart-breaking fire on December 11.

Saturday, February 22 at 10 am: Nest box cleaning at Metro
Vancouver’s Widgeon Park Reserve. This event offers a rare opportunity
to get behind locked gates and visit this fantastic park-in-waiting.

After cleaning nest boxes, if time and weather allows, we may do a
short walk up to the old campfire site to enjoy the views and learn
more about the history of this fascinating site. Meet in the Quarry Road
parking lot of Minnekhada Regional Park as we will carpool from there.
Please note, we must all arrive and depart at the same time because

of the locked gate. The event usually lasts for about 4 hours. No
washrooms available. ..but there are plenty of bushes.

Tuesday, February 25 at 7:15 pm: BMN Executive meeting at Anne’s.

Sunday, March 2 at 1 pm: Nest box cleaning at Minnekhada
Regional Park. This will be our last half day of cleaning and
maintaining nest boxes. Meet in the Quarry Road parking lot. Note the
afternoon start-time so that the Young Naturalists can join us. With
luck, we might see flying squirrels. Please contact Elaine or sign up
at the BMN meeting.

Remember to watch our website for updates of these events and
other events.

BMN is a
Quarter Century Old! s zeine sous

It is hard to believe we have reached this major milestone! Twenty
five years ago this month, BMN held their first meeting at Anne Holt’s
home. The reason for calling this meeting was that some members
of the Vancouver Natural History Society (now Nature Vancouver) who
resided in the Coquitlam area thought there were a number of local
issues that merited attention from a group with a more local focus. In
addition, people felt that meetings of the Vancouver Natural History
Society required too long a commute. To avoid the mouthful of being
called the Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, Port Moody, Belcarra and Anmore
Naturalists, a decision was made to name the group after a natural
geographic feature which could be seen from most places in the Tri-
cities. And thus, BMN came into being. The rest, as they say, is history.

What is especially amazing is that we have members from that
original group who are still active and engaged BMN members. This
includes Anne Holt (a constant and dedicated member of our Executive
group and at whose home we still love to meet) as well as Mike and
Marijorie Griffin plus Christine Hanrahan. Christine really helped to
forge our BMN identity as a very effective and credible group with
an excellent grasp on conservation issues. For almost 20 years now,
Christine has lived in Ottawa where she remains a BMN member as
well as very dedicated volunteer with similar-minded groups in the
Ottawa area. Mark Haddock, who also attended that first meeting
and stick-handled a number of important issues for BMN, is no longer
a BMN member but teaches environmental law at the University
of Victoria. He remains a key person to contact regarding any

environmental issue in BC. | stay in regular touch with him.



At that original meeting in January, 1989, eight people stepped forward
to volunteer with the newly named Burke Mountain Naturalists. They
were April Maurer (now Mol, living in Maple Ridge) as Chairperson; Mike
Griffin as Vice President; Mark Haddock as Conservation Chair; Anne Holt
as Treasurer and Secretary; Christine Hanrahan as Newsletter Editor;
Marjorie Griffin as Assistant Editor; Curt Smecher as Program Coordinator
and Liz Clarke for Refreshments. We owe a great deal to these BMN
pioneers; much credit is due to them for the fundamental groundwork
they laid to create the thriving group we are today. By the end of 1989,
several other long-time BMN members had also joined; these include Liz
Thunstrom and Doug Charles, Pat Hamer, Dave and Gil Richardson and
Frederica Bolton. At that time, | was living in Montreal with only plans to
move to Port Moody. By the time our family joined early in 1990, BMN
was already flourishing with a growing reputation for taking a keen,
credible and passionate interest in local environmental issues such as
the protection of Eagle Mountain and Colony Farm, the establishment of
a park on Burke Mountain and being opposed to logging in the drinking
watersheds of Greater Vancouver.

The first BMN field trip up Burke Mountain - July 9, 1989. L-R: Tom Hanrahan,
Marjorie Griffin, Mike Griffin, unidentified Dogwood Rambler, Carla Bosman, another
unidentified Dogwood Rambler. Can anyone help with the names of these two
ladies? (Unknown photo credit).

At our first raffle, held at the December 1989 meeting, we were
thrilled to raise “over $35” towards the purchase of an acre of rainforest.
Donations to Wildlife Rescue in Burnaby were also encouraged as a very
worthy local group. Early editions of the newsletter carried stories about
the “backyard” hatchery being started on Noons Creek by the Waite
family (who were BMN members) as well as reports on club nature
walks to DeBoville Slough and Colony Farm. Initially, monthly meetings
were held at the Hyde Creek Recreation Centre in Port Coquitlam. After
a few years, we switched to the library of Walton Elementary School
in Coquitlam and then to the United Church on King Albert where we
initially met in the basement for several years.

Education-Conservation
Repor t By Elaine Golds

December proved to be a relatively quiet month with few requests
requiring volunteers — with the exception of the annual Christmas Bird
Count (CBC) on December 14. For the CBC, | was pleased to be in the
Shoreline Park group under the excellent leadership of Hilary Maguire.
This is always an interesting area for the count because so many
species of waterfowl take advantage of the open waters of Burrard Inlet
over the winter months. Without seeing the final results, | don’t know if
we got the highest species count or not but this Park is typically one of
the top contenders.

Apart from the CBC, the only other volunteer activity was an invitation
to participate in a gathering outside of MP James Moore’s office to
present a report from Forest Ethics Advocacy to remind Moore of the
many substantive reasons why the proposed Enbridge pipeline should
never be approved. Of course, only a few days later, the pipeline was
approved by the National Energy Board — to no one’s great surprise. As
we assembled outside Moore’s office, | was shocked to discover his
staff had locked the doors. Did they really think we were a rowdy group
intent on causing some damage or disturbance in their office? As we
were departing, Ben West attempted to give them a copy of the report.
The receptionist opened the door by a small crack only wide enough
to receive the report and then, quickly, locked it again. This really
made me feel like we had been unfairly demonized a group with ill
intentions.. .instead of a group with an impressive number of Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee Medals — and other accomplishments - among them.

While outdoor events were at a minimum in December, there
seemed to be no lack of deadlines for public comments on various
processes. Thus, | was kept busy at the computer bouncing from
one topic to another. The letters | wrote on behalf of BMN included a
letter of support for the designation of the Harrison-Chehalis Wildlife
Management Area; a letter to Port Metro Vancouver expressing our
opposition to the proposed huge increase in coal exports; a letter to
Parks Canada expressing our opposition to the proposed construction
of a “high end” resort at Maligne Lake in Jasper National Park (this
would impact on vital caribou and grizzly bear habitat; a letter to
Health Canada expressing our support for a national ban on the use
of neonicotinoid pesticides which harm bees and other organisms; a
letter to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency containing
some recommendations for studying environmental impacts that need
to be addressed during their review of the proposed expansion of the
Robert Bank Terminal 2; a detailed letter to Metro Vancouver Parks
recommending a pedestrian-only restoration of the Sheep Paddock
trail at Colony Farm Regional Park (this issue was covered in the BMN
December newsletter) and comments to the City of Port Moody on
their proposed Official Community Plan to hugely increase density in
the older part of Port Moody and construct a forest of high rise towers
on sites such as the Flavelle-Cedar sawmill site (this issue was also
outlined in the December newsletter). In addition, | also submitted
detailed comments to the province of BC regarding the renewal of
the operational certificate for the Burnaby incinerator. | will cover this
issue at greater length in the February newsletter. Another issue which
reared its head was the announcement of the closure of the Burrard
Thermal generating plant in Port Moody in 2016. Sadly, if this plant
were to be kept open to meet peak demand periods for electricity
during the cold winter months, the need to construct the Site C dam on
the Peace River in northeastern BC would be essentially eliminated.

Possible Volunteer Opportunity:

Over the Christmas break, | had a phone call from a biologist at
Environment Canada, Greg Ferguson, who is interested in creating
nesting opportunities for barn swallows in Regional Parks. | put him
in touch with Kiyoshi Takahashi who has considerable experience
with designs to encourage nesting by such swallows. If Greg is able
to get some nesting platforms installed, he is interested in recruiting
volunteers who could monitor the use of such structures during the
nesting season. | assured him that we could probably bring together a
small group of volunteers to undertake such work in June. Please get in
touch with me if you are interested in helping out with this project.




Action Item: Please Say No
to Pipelines across Parks and

Protected Arxreas s i cous

First, an Apology:

Before launching into the topic for this month, | wish to apologize
for my garbled message in the December newsletter. By mistake, |
submitted a preliminary draft to our editor. So, what got published
in the newsletter was a draft version which contained a number
of notes | made to myself before calling it quits one evening. As
a consequence, my suggestions for cards of thanks to write to
politicians probably made little sense. My intention was to encourage
people to write to Mayor Ernie Daykin in Maple Ridge to thank him
for initiating the motion passed at UBCM in September to restore
mental health care to Riverview. In addition, Ralph Drew, the Mayor
of Belcarra, has been doing an outstanding job of writing letters
to Kinder Morgan and raising awareness regarding the impacts an
expanded Kinder Morgan pipeline could have on Burrard Inlet. He,
along with Mayor Derek Corrigan in Burnaby, has been instrumental
in convincing the Metro Vancouver Board to take a keen interest
in the proposed pipeline and take up the role of intervenor for the
upcoming Hearings. However, if you did not get an opportunity to
write to these politicians, rest assured that cards with appropriate
words of appreciation were sent to all of them by the BMN executive
—as well as to our two local newspapers which do a great job of
covering the issues of concern to us.

Even in these days of easy tweets and emails, there is still
considerable value in sending personal hand-written (or typed)
letters to politicians. Although it is easy to sign an on-line petition, a
personal letter delivered the traditional way remains an excellent way
to ensure your letter will get noticed. Even with postages rates about
to sky-rocket, there is still bang for your buck (which is what it will
soon cost to mail it) in a posted letter!

Prohibit All Industrial Activity in Parks:

Several years ago, we successfully defeated a potentially
damaging run-of-river proposal in the remote Upper Pitt River Valley
mainly because this project would have required a transmission
line to be constructed through Pinecone Burke Park. While we were
also concerned about impacts to wild salmon from the water to be
diverted from the creeks flowing into the Upper Pitt River as well as
destruction of valuable habitat for dwindling populations of grizzly
bears and mountain goats, the argument that was the linch-pin
to defeat the proposal was the transmission line. That’s because
Pinecone Burke is a Class A provincial park for which legislation
specifically prohibits the construction of transmission lines and other
resource projects. We — and hundreds of other people across the
province - raised such a fuss about it that the provincial government
chose, for a time, not only to respect their legislation but also to
apply the same principle to other protected areas. At that time, Barry
Penner was the Minister of Environment and Gordon Campbell was
Premier. Now, however, a new Liberal government is poised to take a
much weaker stance on constructing pipelines and transmission lines
in protected areas to support natural resource extraction projects. It
is imperative that we speak up about this!

While a transmission line or buried pipeline across a protected
area may sound somewhat innocuous, it can have a devastating
impact on wildlife. First, consider the disturbance which happens
during the construction phase. If animals are disturbed on annual
migrations, they may forever abandon a route and use one with
more hazards. Once a line is built, typically an access road must
stay in place to allow monitoring and maintenance. Such

roads only encourage and facilitate intrusions by people. Imagine a
group of people on snowmobiles using such a road to reach remote
wilderness. That could be enough to scare away caribou or mountain
goats from habitat they had been relying on for feeding over the
harsh winter months. Open corridors create excellent hunting
opportunities for predators, including the two-legged kind. A cougar
has only to watch from a high point along a transmission line to spot
the movements of herds across open areas. With critical forest cover
removed, animals become exposed and their patterns of movement
become much easier to detect. One of the most terrible outcomes
from all the seismic and pipeline corridors that now crisscross
northeastern BC has been the extensive habitat fragmentation they
have caused. This has created terrible challenges and consequences
for the survival of wildlife such as caribou. There is no argument: if
the goal of parks is to protect biodiversity, then all parks must remain
off-limits to transmission lines and pipelines.

In 2013, the provincial government released a paper on “Linear
Energy Projects and Protected Area” which outlined the processes
required to construct transmission lines and pipelines through all
types of protected areas. This document noted that certain protected
areas, i.e., those established under the Environment and Land Use
Act specifically allow for the construction of a road, pipeline or
transmission line. For some parks, such as Class A and C parks,
construction is not forbidden but requires a much more complicated
permitting process. It is only in ecological reserves where permits for
industrial projects are absolutely forbidden.

With at least 14 liquefied natural gas export proposals in the
works for B.C plus at least two major pipeline projects under review,
the potential for parks and other protected areas in BC to be sliced
up to accommodate industry is alarming. Please write a letter to
Honourable Mary Polak, Minister of the Environment, PO Box 9047,
Stn. Prov. Govt, Victoria, BC, VBW 9E2 (env.minister@gov.hc.ca)
and ask her to protect biodiversity in BC by not supporting the
construction of transmission lines and pipelines in any protected area
throughout BC. Also ask her to ensure that any time an application
for a resource-related project to be build through a protected area is
under consideration, there will be a well-advertised public process
with ample time for people to respond.

Request for Help from the
Vancouver Avian Research

C entr e by Christina Saremba

The Vancouver Avian Research Centre, VARC, has been selected as
a participant in Shell Canada’s 2013-2014 FuellingChange program.
Through this program, Shell Canada will donate $2 million to projects
that improve and restore Canada’s environment. The key difference
to this program is that the programs slated to receive funding are
selected by the public, so VARC needs your help!

VARC'’s selected project is called “Critical habitats for birds in
urban-suburban environments”. You can help by registering for a free
account to vote at the FuellingChange web site. You will also be able
to redeem Shell gas receipts for votes. Visit the VARC website to view
a pdf with simple instructions on how to cast votes for their project
http://birdvancouver.com/pdf/fuelling_the_change.pdf

Voting carries on until April. The more votes VARC gets the more
money the Centre will get to help bird research and conservation;
and, for their public outreach and education programs in Vancouver.

Please take a moment to view the file and create an account to cast
your free votes for VARC!

[PaGE 4]



Burke Mountain Naturalists Burke Mountain Naturalists

Balance Sheet As at 08/31/2013 Income Statement 09/01/2012 to 08/31/2013
ASSET REVENUE
BANK ACCOUNTS INCOME
VanCity Bank Account 11,407.30 Membership 3,225.00
VanCity Share Account 61.49 Donations (Tax Receipt) 910.00
Term Deposit - 11/03/93 1,586.53 Donation (No Tax Receipt) 1.00
Term Deposit - 07/30/94 1,578.64 Grant - Children's Nature Guide 5,000.00
Term Deposit - 06/07/95 1,534.01 Grant - Treefest 2012 0.00
Term Deposit - 12/13/96 2,760.75 Refreshments 62.50
TOTAL BANK ACCOUNTS 18,928.72 Bank Interest 73.23
WC Calendars/cards 301.00
TOTAL ASSET 18,928.72 Silent Auction 2,289.20
" Birdsong CD Sales 30.00
LIABILITY TOTAL INCOME 11,891.93
CURRENT LIABILITIES TOTAL REVENUE 11,891.93
D.G.M.F. - Booklet (Approp) 5,916.53
Grants (appropriated funds) 5,315.71 EXPENSE
Educational Fund (appropriated) 459.27
Birdsong CD (Approp.) 1,285.15 EXPENSES
Upper Pitt (Approp.) 22525 General Expense 972.80
Unappropriated Membership Funds 2,817.05 WC cards/calendars 202.08
HST Paid on Purchases - Prov 57% -90.98 Printing - Newsletter 753.20
HST Paid on Purchases - Fed 50% -71.13 Printing - brochures 232.64
GST (50%) paid on purchases 9.74 Postage - newsletter 446.79
HST Refund -171.85 Annual dues BC Nature 1,596.00
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 15,847.11 Dues/Subscriptions - other 55.00
Liability Insurance 245.10
TOTAL LIABILITY 15,847.11  Appeals/donations
Wildlife Rescue Assoc. 2,000.00
EQUITY Riverview Hort. Centre Soc. 438.00
Rent 720.00
Current Earnings 3,081.61 Rent - P.O. Box 147.71
Tents for Treefest 1,001.00
TOTAL EQUITY 3,081.61 TOTAL EXPENSES 8,810.32
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 18,928.72 TOTAL EXPENSE 8,810.32
Generated On: 10/11/2013 NET INCOME —3’08 1.61

Generated On: 10/11/2013



Recommended Reading

By Elaine Golds

“The Oil Man and the Sea” by Arno Kopecky

This is one book | really enjoyed reading recently. However, it took me
a little while to get into Kopecky’s narrative about his sailing trip into
BC’s wild north coast, now under threat from the proposed Enbridge
pipeline. Nonetheless, my initial fear that his book was going to be mostly
a description of sailing mishaps was soon allayed. Kopecky visited the
Heiltsuk, Gitga’at, Haisla and Kitamaat First Nations communities along the
way and, in his charming manner, allows them to tell the stories of why they
are so opposed to this pipeline and all the tanker traffic which will ensue.
Their descriptions of what happened when the National Energy Board
Enbridge Panel visited their communities are most illuminating.

While the two maps at the beginning of the book were helpful, |
decided | needed a better coastal map beside me so that I could identify
all the coves and bays he toured along the way. Kopecky does an
excellent job of outlining all the hazards that tanker traffic would face
on this coastline, one of the most dangerous in the world during winter
storms. In addition to talking to First Nations, he also interviewed whale
researchers and knowledgeable people who have investigated the risks
of oil spills. If you aren’t quite sure how you feel about the Enbridge
pipeline, read this book. And then, when you are finished, realize that
Kopecky hasn’t discussed the perils from the pipeline itself, but only
covered the coastal half of the story. By the time I finished, | was left
hoping there might be a sequel, “The Oil Man and the Mountains”.

“The War on Science” by Chris Turner

In his book, Turner does a commendable job of outlining many of
the environmental cutbacks undertaken by the Harper government.
My only wish was that he would have put a little more bite — and a few
more details - into his outrage. Turner starts with the cancellation of the
long form of the national census in June 2010 which was the Harper
government’s first attempt to stop the collection of valuable information
which should be used to inform and develop government policies.
Turner follows events up through to the spring of 2013 and has included
a helpful (although incomplete) chronology in the back of his book. It
was in January 2012 that Minister Joe Oliver first labelled those who
care about the environment as “radicals”. Later that year, two horrible
omnibus bills (themselves travesties of good government process)
were enacted which re-wrote the Fisheries Act, mostly eliminated
protection of fish habitat, removed most of the rivers in Canada from
the protection of government and severely reduced research budgets
which had been enabling and informing environmental protection.

The few remaining scientists who still work for government have
now been muzzled and are unable to speak directly to the press in
case they go “off-message”. Significant research in Canada has been
cut, world-famous research institutes have been shut down and,
most recently, priceless scientific fisheries libraries destroyed. The
loss of prestigious research laboratories include the world-famous
Experimental Lakes Area along the Manitoba/Ontario boundary as
well as a research lab in Sidney, BC that was gathering important
information about the level of toxic chemicals in local whale and marine
mammal populations.

My experience is that people’s memories are short and it is all too
easy to be numbed by a long and growing list of policy changes which
have undermined environmental protection and stopped fundamental
research. Turner’s book thus serves as a very useful summary. With
a federal election scheduled for the fall of 2015, it’s time to start
asking the other federal parties what policies they will enact to restore
Canadian science, protect fish and wildlife, reduce the exposure of
Canadians to toxic pollution and decrease the emissions that
cause global warming.

I also recommend BMN members consider attending the Noons
Creek Hatchery AGM on February 19 when the guest speaker will be
Dr. Craig Orr from Salmon Watershed Watch. The title of his talk, “The
War on Science” is taken from Turner’s book. Orr will provide a timely
overview of the information in Turner’s book as well as provide an
update on what happened with the Cohen Commission investigation
into our dwindling Fraser River sockeye populations.

{ able Island Protected? s cuine coos

For those of you who might have been happily surprised by the
Harper government’s announcement in December 2013 of the
protection of Sable Island in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, think again.

If you were confused by this “announcement”, be aware that the
protection of Sable Island has actually been “announced” several
times over the past several years. This is an excellent example of

how governments try to milk the most out of good news by creating
opportunities to re-announce it. What actually happened was that this
park was created with a poison pill — one that pre-approves seismic
testing for oil and gas within the park and also allows directional
drilling under the park (although direct drilling from the surface will be
prohibited). Sadly, this park creates a precedence; it is the first time
that a national park has been approved with such conditions.

()pportunity to Provide
(;omments about Wildlife

' : (o) 1 1 iS i OIS submitted by Liz Thunstrom

Until January 24, 2014, the Province of BC is conducting province-
wide consultation about speed limits, slow-moving vehicles, WILDLIFE
HAZARDS, and winter tire safety issues.

You are encouraged to take this opportunity to PROVIDE INPUT ABOUT
STRETCHES OF HIGHWAYS in B.C. WHERE YOU MOST FREQUENTLY
ENCOUNTER WILDLIFE AND ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS YOU MAY
HAVE ABOUT WILDLIFE COLLISION PREVENTION.

In order to improve the safety of motorists and reduce unnecessary
death and injury to wildlife, the recommendations from the Wildlife
Collision Prevention Program are that the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure must:

* ALLOCATE SUFFICIENT RESOURCES AND STAFF TIME to identify
and prioritize stretches of highway where the risk of wildlife collisions
poses a safety or conservation concern,

* DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT PLANS FOR WILDLIFE COLLISION
MITIGATION in these areas of high risk, and

* CARRY OUT LONG TERM MONITORING of any wildlife collision
mitigation project.

It is important that the Ministry receives input from the driving public
and interested stakeholders regarding their concerns about wildlife
hazards on the highways.

The website where you can find more information on the Ministry’s
consultation process is:

http://engage.gov.bc.ca/safetyandspeedreview/

The format of the review is very straightforward.

BC has been broken down into seven regions, and the highways
within each region are grouped into highway segments. You may add
specific comments on any highway section that you like and add
comments regarding specific stretches of highway that are high risk for
wildlife vehicle collisions about which you are concerned.

You only have to complete the sections on the stretches of highway
in which you are most interested.



Fe edel‘ watCh by Liz Thunstrom

House Sparrow numbers have declined in the past few years,
so | was amazed to find a lively, noisy group of them ‘hanging out’
underneath the shopping carts at No Frills store in Como Lake
Plaza! Not exactly an ideal habitat!!

An Anna’s Hummingbird at Belcarra surprised Ruth Foster, the
week of December 2nd. An unusual sighting for the place and time
of year, she thought.

Hilary Maguire
reports that a
Snow Goose
was present at
the mouth of
Noon’s Creek for
a few days over
the Christmas
holidays.

There was
a sharp cold
snap in early
December,
which formed ice over Como Lake. Only a small patch of open water
remained at the lake by Bird Count day, December 14th, but the counters
did see American Wigeon and Coots there as well as Mallards. Hooded
Mergansers had been seen earlier in the month and five returned by
December 26th, diving just at the edge of the receding ice. One bird
was actually trying to swallow a bullhead it had caught, attempting to
manipulate the fish in its beak so that it could be swallowed head first
to avoid the prominent spines. It took several minutes to successfully
accomplish this feat.

Also on Bird Count day, Dave Schutz and his group saw over 100
American Goldfinches in trees near the marina on Deboville Slough. “I
have never seen such a gathering (of goldfinches) in spring or summer
and | was astounded to see so many in winter” writes Dave. In the same
area, he saw 2 Bohemian Waxwings the week prior to the count. They
are uncommon in this area. A great sighting!

Bill Aaroe had a Townsend’s Warbler in his garden on the 19th,
identified by the yellow eye ring. He last saw one in April 2007. The two
Sandhill Cranes mentioned last month were still feeding in the same field
in Pitt Meadows mid-month, which is quite unusual. On December 24th,
Bill saw a Bewick’s Wren on his apple tree, a ‘yard’ first for him!

December 21st | saw a pair of Varied Thrushes in the garden for the first
time this year. They were feasting on Mountain Ash berries | had saved
and frozen last fall. |also enjoyed watching Steller’s Jays on the porch
carefully weighing each peanut before flying off with the heaviest nut.

On December 27th there were many birds around: a Pileated
Woodpecker on my suet feeder and at the lake, Buffleheads, a Pied-billed
Grebe and 50-60 gulls sitting on the remaining ice. One small all-white
gull with a black beak was separate from the others; | thought it might be
a Bonaparte’s. Any ideas?

December 28th David Mounteney saw an American Kestrel at the
foot of Harris Road in Pitt Meadows. Good spotting, David. Elaine Golds
reports no nuthatches seen at her feeder this fall and it is the same for
me. They are usually regulars throughout the winter on the suet feeders.

Victoria Otton noticed thousands of crows staging about 4:30 PM at
Piper Spit on Burnaby Lake prior to moving to their roosting site at Still
Creek. She describes the birds ’swirling around, sitting in trees, on the
spit and in the mud. Worth a visit’! Has anyone else seen this? On
New Years Day Victoria watched a bobcat stalking a grey squirrel on a
neighbour’s lawn! The cat was waiting to spring when a car passed by
and startled both animals.

Heron counters at Colony Farm have reported seeing increasing
numbers of herons toward the end of the month, the highest number so
far being ten birds, a little higher than usual for this time of year. We are
all fervently hoping they will return to nest this spring.

Thanks to all of you who sent reports in to me this month about an
interesting variety of species. Happy ‘watching’ in 2014, Liz Thunstrom

1 elp Rebuild Mossom Creek
1 atchery and Education Centre

The Mossom Creek Hatchery building was devastated by a fire on
December 11th, 2013. The Burrard Inlet Marine Enhancement Society
(BIMES) volunteers are organizing efforts to rebuild the hatchery and
environmental education centre into something that will serve the
community well and honour the hard work and contributions of so
many. The group is working with their insurance company to determine
what money needs to be raised to rebuild the facility. There are a
number of potential cost impacts in the rebuild. If you would like to
contribute to this important community project, visit mossomcreek.org
to learn about the several ways you can help.

1 MN Archives Report -
1 xcerpts from previous

] inuary newsletters s e o

1 34 “What Now for Mundy Park?” by Glen Stedham

All around the province, from Clayoquot to Coquitlam, people are
crying out for preservation of green spaces. In Coquitlam, 80% of
voters opted to preserve Mundy Park as urban forest. But are municipal
bureaucrats getting the message? Apparently not! At a recent meeting
with a Coquitlam Parks official, | was told that development plans
for Mundy Park are proceeding. The plans appear not to have been
affected by the referendum results. Technically, the developments
take place between and around the trees. A multi-year development
plan calls for $4,239,000 in spending. Here is a partial list of what that
money will create: 450 parking stalls;- gateways, signs, and kiosks;- a
3rd and 4th set of tennis courts;- an interpretive centre;- 2 floats for
Lost Lake and “naturalize” the creek;- a skateboard bowl;- another
walking trail;- 5.5 kilometres of paved biking paths and 1.15 kilometres
of paved wheelchair paths. It appears we will be getting a fully
developed urban forest! .........

1 36 “Club Money Raiser” author not named

In October, during our club meeting, members were asked to vote on
3 options re Membership Dues for 1996. The majority voted for option
A: - to increase the fees by $5.00. However, many of us still feel that
it would be wise to “beef up” our bank account for a rainy day... So,
.. when a pine tree came down during high winds on the Riverview
Grounds, we thought Suet Bird Feeders were a natural! The branches
seemed too attractive to cut up for firewood or to be chipped.

Don, David and Doug have been busy making these feeders and we
hope that you will like them enough to purchase one when you see
them at the club meeting or order one by phoning Don. Doug has the
feeders drying out in his furnace room! Jude Grass pointed out that
suet feeders are best used only during our cold spells.

1 )9 “Happy 10th Birthday BMN - The beginning” by Mike Griffin

On a November evening in 1988, 23 persons - interested in nature -
attended a very special meeting in the Dogwood Pavilion in Coquitlam.
It was organized by the late Adeline Nichol - Office Manager of the
Federation of BC Naturalists and assisted by Liz Clarke, Anne Holt, and
April Mol, to discuss publicly the formation of a Natural History Club in

= the Tri-Cities area. Adeline felt the expanding human



development of the area warranted such an organization - both as

a recreation facility, but increasingly, more as a non-governmental
watchdog monitoring concerns of nature. A lively meeting ensued

and a list of volunteers collected...... Following local public notices, on
January 18th,1989, at Hyde Creek Rec. Centre, at Port Coquitlam, April
Mol welcomed attendees and started the business of forming the new
Natural History Club. First item: the name. After many permutations of
the names and letters of the Tri-Cities, it was agreed to select a natural
feature of the landscape, visible from all 3 principal cities, and the choice
was Burke Mountain - so the Burke Mountain Naturalist club (BMN) was
born. (Note - this January, 2014 - is BMN'’s 25th anniversary!)

2000 “BMN: ‘Group of the Decade’ “by Fiaine Golds

Hopefully, most of our members have seen Kate Poole’s article in
the Tri-City News in which she identified a number of outstanding
individuals in our community and BMN as the “ group of the decade’.
“Obviously, that’s quite an honour for us! | am also pleased that Kate
understands what BMN is all about. The fact that we work together as
a group to accomplish our goals is, | believe the key to our success.
Anyway, a huge pat on the back for everyone (some of you deserve two
or many more - you know who)!!

Also from 2000 “Conservation Mini-Updates” by Elaine Golds

We also learned, just before the holiday break, that 78 acres at the
west end of the Riverview Hospital site was almost sold by BCBC.
Thanks to our MLA John Cashore and staff in his office, this disaster
was narrowly averted. BCBC has wished to sell this land in the past
as well. I recall, as a member of the Colony Farm Advisory Committee,
that our rep from BCBC had great difficulty understanding what could
possibly be wrong with selling a piece of land which was nothing but
scrub!. BMN members, of course, know very well the wildlife habitat
of such land. We have taken the position that all of the remaining
Riverview Hospital site should remain as Crown land for the use of the
mentally ill, as a wildlife sanctuary and as part of our BC Heritage for
all residents of the province. This near- disaster should serve as a loud
wake-up call for us. We must be planting the seeds of our vision for
Riverview in the minds of all residents. .......

2006“An Unexpected Encounter” by Mark Johnston

In September, four of us set out to do another “more difficult hike”
to Mt Mcguire, which rises above the Chilliwack River between Borden
and Tamihi creeks. ........ As the skies were clear, our views were
far-reaching and we could see many distant peaks. But as we ate our
lunch, our eyes were drawn to something much nearer, though not so
near that we could tell immediately what it was. There, on a western
extension of the summit ridge, was something very white, contrasting
sharply with the green vegetation. As we watched, it soon became
apparent that we were looking at a mountain goat, which for its part
was intently eyeing us! We watched each other for a few minutes; then,
the goat turned and disappeared over the edge.
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Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

Q Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

Q Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year)
(Please include all first names and indicate which are children.)

Q Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive ten monthly newsletters
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a
registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is a
member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists)
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are:

e to promote the enjoyment of nature

e to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of, our environment

¢ to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas,
particularly local areas

e to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the natural world

President: lan McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net

Vice President: Christina Saremba (604.945.0318) 2sarembas@gmail.com

Past President: Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca

Treasurer & Membership:
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864) cedwards6@gmail.com

Recording Secretary: vacant

Members-at-Large:

Anne Holt (604.936.4108), Candice Archer (604.961.6963),
David Mounteney (778.230.1509), Elaine Golds (604.937.3483)
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805),
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Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) egolds@sfu.ca
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Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805) BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com
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Brigitte Breuer, bbreuer.bc@gmail.com

Education/Conservation Committee:
Chair: Elaine Golds, Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton
Members: Mike Griffin, lan McArthur, Niall Williams, Carole Edwards

Nature and Feeder Watch: Liz Thunstrom
email ethunstrom@shaw.ca phone 604-939-9571

Young Naturalists Club:
Noriko Nakaya (604.675.9031) bmnync@gmail.com

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)

Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor

Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area DeBoville Slough,
Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough

Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System, by Christine Hanrahan
et al, 1994, 121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library

Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992,
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available on
our website www.bmn.bc.ca

Address:
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Postal Code:
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E-mail:

Send your completed membership form to: Burke Mountain Naturalists,
P.0. Box 52540, R.P.0. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4



