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N E X T  M E E T I N G :  

The Tri-Cities Christmas Bird 
Count by John Reynolds

The annual Christmas Bird Count was held on December 14th. We 
had 60 participants from the Tri-Cities area, recording 8,412 individual 
birds comprising 84 species. Our species total was close to our 
average of 83 species, despite a weather conspiracy of rain, fog, and 
frozen marshes. 

The BMN joins forces with the Alouette Field Naturalists for this 
annual count, which is centered on Pitt Meadows. As 
with all Christmas Bird Counts, we record as many birds 
as we can in a 15-mile diameter circle. The data are 
contributed to the Audubon Society’s database, which 
includes 2,300 similar counts across Canada and the US, 
as well as many countries in Central and South America. 
These censuses provide valuable insights into trends in 
winter bird populations through time. The BMN fielded 
12 teams covering the west side of the Pitt River, from 
Colony Farm to upper Quarry Road to Port Moody Inlet. 

This year Deboville Slough produced the most species, 
52, including the day’s only Ruddy Duck. A Peregrine 
Falcon was found by the Minnekhada Park team, and 
a Merlin was found by the Eagle Ridge team. The team 
covering upper Quarry Road, north of Minnekhada, found 
the first Snow Goose ever recorded in the Tri-Cities part 
of the count, as well as a White-fronted Goose and a 
Sandhill Crane. That team was surprised not to see or 
hear any Northwestern Crows all day. It turns out that 
neither did the teams covering the two areas to the 
south in the vicinity of Minnekhada. Other teams made 
up for this lack of crows in the northern part of our area,  
recording a total of 722, which is about average for the 
Tri-Cities part of the counts.

We always rely on Colony Farm for Barn Owls and 
Ring-necked Pheasants, as the only grassland area 
in the Tri-Cities, and both species were recorded 
there again this year. Port Moody Inlet produced the 
day’s only Spotted Sandpiper as well as 9 Long-
billed Dowitchers. They also had the day’s only Hairy 
Woodpecker. The team that walks along the Pitt River 
from Colony Farm northward was rewarded with a 
Townsend’s Solitaire and three Hermit Thrushes, both of 
which are very uncommon in winter. 

One of the star birds of the day was Anna’s 
Hummingbird. This species has been expanding its 
range northward in recent years, and has become an 

increasingly common nesting species in the Lower Mainland. Unlike 
the more familiar Rufous Hummingbird, which migrates south for the 
winter, Anna’s stay here year round. The Tri-Cities area recorded its first 
one for a Christmas Count in 2008. This year we recorded 25 of them, 
which is more than in all previous years of the count combined.

Many thanks to all of the participants in this year’s count, as well 
as Michael Sather from the Alouette Field Naturalists, who puts our 
data together with theirs for submission to the Audubon data  
central database.  
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Anna’s Humminbird male. Photo:  H. Maguire

Reminder: Please renew your membership

The Minnekhada team:  Do you see what I see? 
photo:  Ty Orosco 
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Announcements:
Saturday, February 15 at 8 am: Join the Colony Farm Park 

Association’s “raptor count’ and birding survey at Colony Farm. Meet 
Alison Evely from Metro Vancouver Parks in the parking lot at the end 
of Colony Farm Road or, alternatively, join the group later at 9 am with 
BM/CFPA member Mike Griffin at the “Ducks Unlimited” wetland near 
the Shaughnessy Street entrance in Port Coquitlam.

Saturday, February 15 at 9 am:  Nest box cleaning at Colony Farm 
Regional Park. Meet in the parking lot at the end of Colony Farm Road. 
For the first time, we hope to have plumbed washrooms available for 
use during this activity!  Again, we plan to divide into two teams to 
tackle both sides of Colony Farm Park. Wear work gloves, waterproof 
boots and dress appropriately for the weather. Sign up at the BMN 
meeting or contact Elaine.

Tuesday, February 18 at 7:15 pm:  Education-Conservation 
Committee Meeting at Elaine’s.

Wednesday, February 19 at 7 pm:  Port Moody Ecological Society 
Annual General Meeting at the Port Moody Recreation Center in the 
Recreation Center. Guest speaker will be Craig Orr from Salmon 
Watershed Watch (www.watershed-watch.org), based in Coquitlam. 
His topic will the “The War on Science and Wild Salmon” in which 
he will provide an overview of the legislation passed by the Harper 
government which has eliminated protection of fish habitat, weakened 
environmental protection, muffled scientists, limited public input and 
destroyed priceless science libraries. From the original entrance of 
the Port Moody  Rec Centre, proceed upstairs and turn left. Nutritious 
nibbles (in case you missed supper) will be provided along with 
updates from the Noons Creek hatchery. Members and guests will also 
receive an update from the Mossom Creek hatchery group as they 
organize to rebuild their hatchery which was destroyed by a heart-
breaking fire on December 11.

Saturday, February 22 at 10 am:  Nest box cleaning at Metro 
Vancouver’s Widgeon Park Reserve. This event offers a rare opportunity 
to get behind locked gates and visit this fantastic park-in-waiting. 
After cleaning nest boxes, if time and weather allows, we may do a 
short walk up to the old campfire site to enjoy the views and learn 
more about the history of this fascinating site. Meet in the Quarry Road 
parking lot of Minnekhada Regional Park as we will carpool from there. 
Please note, we must all arrive and depart at the same time because of 
the locked gate. The event usually lasts for about 4 hours. Please note 
that no washrooms are available…but there are plenty of bushes.

Tuesday, February 25 at 7:15 pm:  BMN Executive meeting at Anne’s 
(who has been graciously hosting BMN Board meetings for 25 years!)

Thursday, February 27 at 7 pm: The Friends of DeBoville Slough 
monthly meeting at the NEW Coquitlam City Centre Library Room, 
Room #127-1169 Pinetree Way, Coquitlam, BC. Tamsin Baker from the 
South Coast Conservation Program will give a short presentation on 
“Species at Risk in the Coquitlam River Watershed” project she has 
been working on. For more info email info@fodbs.org or phone  
778-230-1509 

Sunday, March 2 at 1 pm:  Nest box cleaning at Minnekhada 
Regional Park. This will be our last half day of cleaning and maintaining 
nest boxes for this spring. Meet in the Quarry Road parking lot. Note 
the afternoon start-time (so that our Young Naturalists can join us). 
With luck, we might see flying squirrels!  Please contact Elaine or sign 
up at the BMN meeting. 

Saturday, March 8  Ridge Park and Lower Slopes of Eagle Ridge
The first hike of the year will be close to home and a visit to north 

Coquitlam. We will hike through Ridge Park and along the electrical 
transmission line corridor. There will be a chance for great views 
overlooking Coquitlam and further to the south as well 

Coquitlam Mountain to the east. As spring will be almost upon us, we 
will hope to see some new vegetation popping up. Roundtrip distance 
is 10 km (6.2 mi) with a cumulative elevation gain of 365 m (1200 
ft). Meet at Panorama Park, 1485 Johnson Street (near the tennis 
courts) at 9:00 am. Return 2:00 pm. Please contact Ian (604. 939. 4039) 
for more info.

Tuesday, March 11 at 7:30pm: MONTHLY MEETING: ‘Nature on the 
Steppe’ with Naturalist Anne Murray. Our guest speaker this month is 
noted naturalist Anne Murray. She will present an illustrated talk on the 
wildlife and culture of Central Mongolia, a wild and beautiful country 
situated between China and Russia. Anne is the author of books and 
articles on nature in the Fraser Delta, writes a monthly column for the 
Georgia Straight online and for three… 

Tentatively on hold:  Great Blue Heron walks at Colony Farm 
Regional Park. Usually we co-host great blue heron walks at Colony 
Farm in late March once the herons begin to congregate in preparation 
for nesting in their colony at the mouth of the Coquitlam River. Last 
year, this heronry was abandoned – probably due to ongoing noise 
from the Port Mann Bridge construction. It is believed the herons are 
unlikely to return to this nesting site; many of them have appeared to 
join a nesting colony near Deer Lake in Burnaby. Thus, the herons may 
not congregate in large numbers at Colony Farm Park this spring as 
they have done in the past. However, the volunteer heron-watchers 
have continued with their monitoring program this winter at Colony 
Farm Park. If heron numbers begin to increase substantially in late 
February, we will likely decide to hold public heron walks in late March. 
Watch in our next newsletter or check our website for updates.

Remember to watch our website for updates of these and 
other events.

We Need Volunteer Families    
We are looking for four families to provide feedback to the project 

team on the BMN’s Young Explorers Guide to the Tri‑Cities.  Families 
are to include an adult and a child that is between the ages of 8 and 
12. They do not need to be BMN members. Participants will be given 
a draft copy of the guide to use in exploring selected parks, nature 
spaces and trails in the Tri-Cities. This will be a good opportunity for 
those unfamiliar with these areas to learn more about the habitat, flora 
and fauna. 
The participants will be expected to visit two of the sites featured in the 
guide and attend two meetings during the period of March 15 through 
June 30, 2014.  
This is a chance to contribute to a project that will support children 
and families to better understand and appreciate nature in our 
community.  If you, or someone you know is interested, please contact 
Christina Saremba, Project Coordinator,  at 2sarembas@gmail.com or 

604.945.0318 before March 1, 2014.

BMN T-Shirts  
and Caps for Sale

We have a few remaining t-shirts and caps available for sale 
from our December order  including:

Ladies t-shirts: 1  small and 1 large
Unisex t-shirts: 3 medium and 1 XX large
Caps (one size fits all): 2
If you are interested in purchasing any of these items, please 

contact Christina Saremba at 2sarembas@gmail.com. Christina is 
also taking orders for t-shirts in other sizes.
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Expanding Species at Risk 
Knowledge and Stewardship 
in the Coquitlam River 
Watershed
By Tamsin Baker, South Coast Conservation Program, Stewardship Coordinator

The Coquitlam River Watershed and surrounding area currently 
supports a range of endangered and threatened species. It is 
estimated that the diverse natural environment ranging from forested 
mountains to streams and wetlands may support as many as 152 
species at risk in the Tri-Cities area. However, more information, 
awareness and action are needed to protect the existing populations 
and to help with their 
recovery. There are a 
couple of initiatives 
underway in the 
Coquitlam  
River Watershed to  
help conserve  
species at risk.

The first project, 
led by biologist Aimee 
Mitchell and funded by 
BC Hydro’s Fish and 
Wildlife Compensation 
Program, concerns the 
inventory, monitoring 
and stewardship of 
various species at 
risk. Existing known 
locations of species at 
risk are being assessed, 
as well as new locations 
since the current 
location data is likely incomplete. As more inventory information is 
gathered, the project is also connecting with various landowners and 
land managers to encourage beneficial recovery activities.

Assistance is needed to expand the sightings of certain species 
at risk. Get involved by reporting recent occurrences in and around 
Coquitlam. Specifically, we are calling on all naturalists to be on the 
lookout for the following species:

Great Blue Heron: Populations on the South Coast are likely on the 
decline. Currently there is only one active but struggling colony left in 
Coquitlam. Send us your observations of nesting or nesting behaviour 
such as the carrying of sticks or roosting in trees. Sightings are needed 
between February and April when the nest are being built and the 
young are hatching.

Western Painted Turtle:  This is the only native turtle left in BC. A few 
mature individuals remain in various Coquitlam lakes, with a nesting 
beach at Minnekhada Regional Park. Report sightings, but be careful to 
not confuse them with the non-native Red-eared Sliders. The best way 
to tell the difference is that the Western Painted Turtles have a bright 
red under-shell, whereas Red-eared sliders have a yellow under-shell 
and side. Many Red-eared sliders have distinct red marks behind their 
eyes, but simple absence of the mark does not mean it is a Western 
Painted Turtle. Since it is often very difficult to tell the difference 
between these two species, especially from a distance, it important 
that pictures are taken for definitive identification.

Amphibians at risk:  Three species in the region are of special 
concern. These are the Northern Red-legged Frog, the Pacific Tailed 
Frog and the Western Toad. Report recent sightings of these 

amphibians. Be vigilant not to confuse them with non-native species 
such as the Green Frog and Bullfrog. Go to http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/
wld/frogwatch/whoswho/key.htm to aid in identifying species.

Owls at risk:  Seen any owls lately?  There are three owls that are 
of interest for this project. Primarily the threatened Western Screech 
Owl that is found in forests and in competition with the more common 
Barred Owl is of the most importance. The other owls at risk are the 
Barn Owl and Short-eared Owl.

The most desired observations are those outside of protected parks 
(such as Colony Farm and Minnekhada Regional Parks etc.) since it is 
likely that those occurrences have already been recorded. Be sure to 
record your location and, when feasible, take a photo. 

Besides the visible 
species at risk 
already mentioned, 
there is an elusive 
mammal that also 
calls Coquitlam home. 
The endangered 
Pacific Water Shrew 
is the largest shrew in 
BC and is only found 
in riparian areas in 
the Lower Mainland. It 
feeds on invertebrates 
both in and out of 
water and has a 
fringe of stiff hairs 
on its back feet that 
helps it swim. Under 
the Federal Species 
at Risk Act, this 
species now has a 
completed Recovery 
Strategy that includes 

identified critical habitat that lists three locations in Coquitlam. 
Because of the endangered Pacific Water Shrew and other Federally-

listed species found in Coquitlam, the South Coast Conservation 
Program (SCCP) has brought its Environmental Stewardship 
(Landowner Contact) Program to the city. The program was initiated 
in 2006 and is funded by Environment Canada’s Habitat Stewardship 
Program. The goal is to encourage private landowners to actively play a 
role in stewarding and improving wildlife habitat on their land. 

The Landowner Contact program is voluntary and free. It offers an 
interpretive property walk, a property management plan, stewardship 
training and the option to sign a (non-legally binding) stewardship 
agreement. Landowners who sign an agreement are eligible for more 
in-depth information and free personal assistance with their property’s 
stewardship. This can include the removal of stubborn invasive plants 
and/or enhancing an area with local native plants. For landowners 
interested in long-term conservation options such conservation 
covenants and land donation, information is provided on these topics 
as well. Site visits for interested landowners are being currently booked 
for 2014. Contact the SCCP to arrange a visit.

For more information about either reporting a species at risk 
sighting or to sign up for a stewardship visit, visit www.sccp.ca, email 
tamsin@sccp.ca or call (604) 202-2381. The SCCP’s website is also 
a good starting point to learn more about the identifying features and 
information about certain species at risk. The South Coast Conservation 
Program is a multi-partner conservation program facilitating the 
restoration and protection of endangered species and ecological 

communities on BC’s South Coast. 

Adult Great Blue Heron   Photo:  winnu (Flickr) 
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Education-Conservation 
Committee Report
By Elaine Golds

	With spring (hopefully) just around the corner, it is the season 
to clean nest boxes!  Our intrepid BMN volunteers will be busy the 
next few Saturdays to maintain the hundreds of nest boxes we have 
installed in various parks. As of newsletter deadline, we still don’t 
have many volunteers signed up to help. It would be nice to have 
some new faces in addition to the usual group of volunteers who 
show up for every one of these events. It’s always fun to discover 
what surprises these nest boxes contain. Once again, we especially 
appreciate help from people with enough upper body strength to 
climb ladders and wrestle nest boxes from their nails.  

Riverview Hospital Site Update:
	Throughout 2012, we were pre-occupied with the Heritage 

Conservation Evaluation process for Riverview. Meetings continued 
into the fall of 2012 at which our members and many other 
supporters continued to express their heartfelt thoughts about the 
tremendous value of Riverview as an ideal place for the care and 
treatment of the mentally ill or those afflicted with other mental 
health problems such as dementia. This process concluded with 
the release of a report from the provincial government, “A Heritage 
Conservation Plan for the Riverview Lands” in November 2012. This 
report met with general satisfaction from many members of the 
public who felt their concerns and appreciation for the site had been 
appropriately documented in the report. Because a provincial election 
was scheduled for the spring of 2013, no further plans were initiated 
following completion of this evaluation process. After the Liberal 
government was re-elected in the spring, it took them some time to 
move forward with planning for the future of Riverview. Meanwhile, 
at the UBCM Convention in the fall of 2013, a motion was passed by 
all the municipalities in BC to continue with (or re-establish) mental 
health care at Riverview – a wonderful idea immediately trounced 
by our Premier who seemed more interested in building a bridge 
to replace the Massey Tunnel. Late last fall, a process to undertake 
future land use planning for Riverview was finally announced. While 
there were some positive aspects to this announcement, many of us 
were troubled by the requirement that, because, no provincial funds 
would be made available, any planning for the future use of Riverview 
would have to “pay for itself”.

	At a recent meeting of Coquitlam’s Riverview Advisory Committee 
we were provided with an update on the public consultation plan 
for the future of Riverview. This process will be handled by BC 
Housing on behalf of the province. Plans are to proceed with a 
total of four public consultation meetings throughout 2014 with the 
kick-off starting in March. The plan is to reach out to a broad base 
of stakeholders to discuss the social, environmental and economic 
aspects of any plans for Riverview.  Advisory groups will include a 
number of provincial agencies, the City of Coquitlam as well as the 
Tri-Cities Chamber of Commerce and other local municipalities. Thus, 
our vision for Riverview could potentially clash with those who see 
the development of housing and construction of high rise towers 
as the best long term solution for the site. All stakeholders will be 
welcome to join this public consultation process. Thus, the pressure 
will be on us to speak up to help ensure our vision for the future of 
Riverview remains a broadly-supported goal. It will be important for 
us to get our supporters out to attend these meetings to speak up 
for a sensible and achievable plan for the future of Riverview which 
will preserve its heritage and envision its future in health care. We 
strongly encourage all BMN members to attend each and every one 
of the upcoming Riverview meetings this year, to not be  

intimidated by alternative ideas in the room but to continue to speak 
to a future for Riverview that we can all support. We expect the 
first meeting will be held in March. It is our understanding that, as 
happened for the conservation evaluation process, each “meeting” 
will consist of two meetings, one in Port Coquitlam and one in 
Coquitlam to make it easier for residents in both cities to attend. We 
need to be ready to encourage people to attend these meetings and 
speak up about Riverview. Also, please get ready to “sharpen your 
pencils” and be prepared to write letters to the editor of our local 
papers about Riverview in the near future.

	In the October newsletter, I described the new water main that 
will be built along the southern boundary of Riverview and through 
the edge of the fields at Colony Farm. This water main will go under 
the Fraser River to serve the growing population of Surrey. While 
efforts have been made to avoid the removal of trees, about a dozen 
red alder on the slopes of Riverview will have to be removed. We 
recommended that they be replaced with red alder, big leaf maple 
or cascara, all species with excellent wildlife values. The Riverview 
Horticultural Centre Society recommended replacement with red 
alder or cascara…for the same reasons. 

Barn Swallow Project:
	As a followup to the project described in the January newsletter, 

Greg Ferguson from Environment Canada is proceeding with his 
proposed barn swallow project but is not certain that he will have 
structures ready for installation this year. He may focus instead on 
asking volunteers to monitor certain sites in preparation for nest 
platform installation next year. We will keep you posted in upcoming 
newsletters. People interested in volunteering for this project should 
contact me.

Burnaby Incinerator:
	Somewhat to my surprise, I noticed an ad in the Vancouver Sun in 

late November which announced a public comment period regarding 
the renewal of the Operating Certificate for the Burnaby incinerator 
where much of the solid waste in Metro Vancouver is burned. The 
timing of this comment period was a little strange as the operating 
permit expired on Dec 31 although public comments were being 
solicited until Dec 21. This seemed to offer little time for decision-
makers in the provincial government to take public comments into 
consideration…especially over the approaching busy Christmas 
season. Nonetheless, as I had been concerned about this incinerator 
for several years, this was a welcome opportunity to refresh my 
memory on its operating details, do a little background reading and 
put my thoughts on paper. On December 20, I submitted a 5 page 
letter on behalf of BMN.

	In this letter I raised concerns over the apparent lack of a storm 
water management plan for their site where, for several months, 
trucks loading ash from the incinerator had been shown to be 
handling ash with higher than permitted levels of cadmium. I was 
concerned that dust containing toxic cadmium might be washed from 
the site into the nearby Fraser River. I was also concerned that soil 
testing for metals and hydrocarbons had not been done for over two 
decades despite some initial reports of unacceptably high levels back 
in the early 1990s. I also raised concerns about the material which 
was being incinerated. In particular, I was disturbed to learn that 
material which has very little thermal value but which can contain 
material hazardous to burn such as glass, electronic waste and metal, 
constituted up to 15% of the solid waste directed to the incinerator. 
Such material, I suggested, should be removed before incineration. 
Similarly, I felt the projected content of waste to be incinerated in 
the future contained far too high a proportion of recyclable material. 
For example, Metro Vancouver’s projections are that material to 

be incinerated by 2020 would be composed of 18% paper 
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and paperboard, 9% wood and 18% plastics. Most of this material, 
I suggested, should be directed to the recycling stream rather 
than burned. While steam from the incinerator is used to generate 
electricity, analysis suggests that when all the pollution generated 
is taken into consideration, it is slightly worse than burning coal to 
generate electricity.  

	In early January, with no word regarding the renewal of the permit, 
I inquired and was told the province would now be taking about 3 
months longer to consider the renewal. I was glad to hear this. I also 
learned – through my connections - that at least two other detailed 
letters had been received regarding this permit renewal – one from 
the Fraser Valley Regional District (which is adamantly opposed to 
incineration because of air quality concerns) and one from a private 
citizen in Abbotsford.

	Regarding the separation of recyclable materials improperly put 
into garbage, I was delighted to read that Coquitlam Council recently 
approved a private company to do just this, i.e., construct a so-called 
MRF (pronounced “murf” for Material-Recycling Facility). It is no 
secret that many people still put material which should be recycled 
into their garbage. This is especially true in many multifamily 
buildings, in particular, older buildings where there can be limited 
opportunities to sort, segregate and store recyclables. If a private 
operator feels they can make a profit by recovering recyclables 
from the regular garbage stream, I say more power to them!  Metro 
Vancouver is not in favour of such a facility as they are afraid it will 
undermine the blue bin programs even though their own studies 
show many recyclables still end up in garbage and not where they 
belong. In contrast, I think the analyses of material currently going to 
the Burnaby incinerator point out an urgent need for some additional 
sorting process to remove potentially toxic material as well as 
recyclables. 

Colony Farm Park Sheep Paddock Trail Update:
	In late January, BMN, along with members of the Colony 

Farm Park Association, CF Community Gardeners and Coquitlam 
RiverWatch were invited to attend a meeting at the Central Area 
Park Headquarters to discuss revised options to restore the 
popular sheep paddock trail. In November last year, a public 
meeting was held to discuss a number of very expensive options 
for its reopening…described at length in our December newsletter. 
We said we supported the development of a nature trail along 
the River rather than a wide and raised cycling path, (i.e., a road) 
beside the railway track to connect with Pitt River Road. At the 
meeting in January, we learned more about the challenges of 
constructing any kind of trail through the northern end of the 
sheep paddocks. Thus we agreed that the best option would be to 
restore only the southern portion of a nature trail along the River 
to give people a unique view of wildlife habitat at Colony Farm but 
not to continue the trail north to Pitt River Road. In general, there 
was consensus on this from the groups invited to the January 
meeting with the exception of Parks staff from Coquitlam and Port 
Coquitlam who appeared to prefer the construction of an expensive 
and intrusive cycling road along the railway tracks. To my mind, 
this would simply facilitate Kwikwetlem First Nations being able 
to close the PoCo trail on the Port Coquitlam side of Colony Farm 
Park and provide a rationale for Port Coquitlam staff to not have 
to make efforts to keep the original PoCo trail open to the public. 
Furthermore, this would be clearly a huge expense for Metro 
Vancouver to create and maintain a trail that would really be  
much more to the benefit of Port Coquitlam (even though it is on 
the Coquitlam side of the River). I think we all felt we would rather 
see scarce Metro Vancouver Parks funds go towards restoration  
of the bunkhouse.

Kinder Morgan Pipeline 
Update – Applications to 
write a letter are due noon, 
February 12! By Elaine Golds

	During the month of January, much of the community buzz was 
focused on the proposed Kinder Morgan Pipeline Project. Just before 
Christmas, they posted their 15,000 page application to construct a 
pipeline from Edmonton to Burnaby and expand shipping facilities 
on Burrard Inlet (see www.transmountain.com for all the details). 
On January 15, the National Energy Board (which will conduct the 
environmental assessment for the project) announced a tight deadline 
for people, groups and municipalities to submit applications for 
permission to write a letter or appear as an intervenor at upcoming 
Hearings for the project. Although dates will not be announced for the 
Hearings until late March, noon on February 12 is the deadline to file 
an application to participate for anyone who wishes to become an 
intervenor or simply write a letter of concern to the National Energy 
Board (NEB) Panel. The rules to participate in the upcoming Hearings 
have been made much more restrictive by the Harper government 
in order to limit public input and fast-track the hearing process. For 
example, oral presentations by members of the public to the Panel 
will no longer be allowed. People who wish to write a simple letter 
must first apply (by noon, Feb 12) and explain how they will be directly 
impacted or what expertise they have to offer. All applications must be 
reviewed and, possibly, approved by the NEB Panel.

	These new rules were first implemented last year for the Line 9B 
pipeline in Quebec and Ontario. The requirement to submit a rather 
lengthy application resulted in only 200 people applying to write a 
letter and, of these applications, only 110 were accepted by the Panel. 
In contrast, for the Enbridge (Northern Gateway) Pipeline Hearings in 
2012/3, over 9400 people wrote letters and, in addition, 1179 people 
made oral presentations to the NEB Panel. Clearly, the new regulations 
appear to be severely limiting public input.

	On January 22, ForestEthicsAdvocacy hosted a well-attended 
town hall meeting in Port Moody at which, on behalf of BMN, I 
provided an overview of our concerns with the new NEB process and 
Kinder Morgan’s ability to transport diluted bitumen without spills 
or accidents. On January 25 and February 9, MP Kennedy Stewart 
in Burnaby hosted workshops to help people better understand the 
complicated new process. Since then, ForestEthicsAdvocacy and 
other groups have been hosting workshops (online and in person) to 
assist people with their applications.  Please note, people who kayak 
on Burrard Inlet or bird along the shores could be directly impacted 
by tanker traffic or an oil spill and should therefore have the right to 
submit a letter. People who have participated in Christmas bird counts 
or the discontinued BIEAP surveys along Burrard Inlet have contributed 
to scientific data gathered in the area and should also be considered to 
be knowledgeable about the site.

	I encourage as many people as possible to apply to write a letter and 
also ask those who do, to please let me know if you are refused. MP 
Kennedy Stewart is going full out with helping people to apply. He has 
encouraged everyone to ask for intervenor status. Such status allows 
you to bring expert witnesses to testify and to cross-examine other 
witnesses. Because of the Feb 12 noon deadline, only BMN members 
who pick up a copy of their newsletter at our Feb 11 meeting and have 
the next morning available to apply online will have an opportunity 
to apply – if you are first learning of this process by reading this 
newsletter. Details are available on the website for the National Energy 
Board. Google “National Energy Board”, then click on “Trans Mountain 
Expansion” on the lower right hand side of the screen and then click 



on “Application to Participate”. While it will seem complicated at first, 
you simply need to provide contact information, select from a list of the 
issues that concern you and then write a sentence or two to describe 
how you could be directly impacted. Please call me if you need help on 
Wednesday morning, February 12.

	I am pleased to see a number of municipalities have decided to get 
involved with the process. To date, the Village of Belcarra, the Cities of 
Burnaby, Port Moody, Vancouver have all decided to apply for intervenor 
status as has also the District of North Vancouver as well as Metro 
Vancouver. The City of West Vancouver will apply to write a letter. A 
number of environmental groups will also be applying for intervenor 
status. For these groups, it is important for them to identify and cover 
all the impacts that could arise from the project and ensure there are 
no “gaps” left unaddressed. For example, BC Nature will apply for 
intervenor status with a focus on the risk to marine birds from oil spills. 
Other group will tackle the issue of such impacts on marine mammals. 
I hope that recreational and commercial fisherman will also apply 
and cover the potential impacts to fish. The February 12 deadline is a 
challenging one to meet for groups who need to cooperate with one 
another to ensure no gaps are left and no species potentially impacted 
are left unaddressed. I have been asked by BC Nature to assist them 
with their intervention so I expect I will attend the Hearings...assuming 
that oral hearings will be held in Vancouver.

	The Hearing process must conclude 15 months after the Hearing 
Order is issued in late March. Ultimately, it is the Harper Cabinet that 
will make the final decision. That could happen as late as 3 months 
after the 15 month period for Hearings has elapsed. That would put us 
into the fall of 2015 - which is when a federal election must be called. 
If opposition to this pipeline project remains strong and unrelenting, I 
wonder if the Harper government would feel they had still a mandate to 
approve the project just before an election?

	At this point, there is no guarantee there will be oral hearings. 
The NEB Panel of 3 persons could decide to simply review written 
submissions – although this would make the process of cross-
examining witnesses very complicated. If oral hearings are scheduled, 
they will likely start in Calgary where many companies supportive of 
Kinder Morgan are likely to present their views and then, presumably 
move down the pipeline corridor to communities wherever considerable 
interest has been expressed. For example, there might be a hearing 
day or two scheduled in Kamloops where the proposed pipeline 
crossing of the Lac du Bois Grasslands Protected Area has alarmed 
local naturalists (this will be likely be another issue of concern for BC 
Nature). Regardless, we will not know what the process will be or how 
many people will be allowed to submit letters until the end of March. 
Stay tuned. Only time will tell if our democratic right of freedom of 
expression will be allowed to prevail!

Nature and Feeder Watch
Some creatures are behaving as if it is spring already! Ed Hill was 

very surprised to see two turtles on a log at DeBoville slough on 
January 22!  One was definitely a Red-eared Slider but the other had 
‘red underneath’ possibly a Western Painted Turtle. The same day Ed 
also saw a bat near the boathouses. From his description, it was most 
likely a Silver-haired Bat.  These bats are solitary and have been known 
to winter in tree crevices or under loose bark.  During a warm spell, 
they sometimes awake and fly about.

In the last week of January, birders from Pitt Meadows, Burnaby Lake 
and Iona reported Barn Swallows “with no good explanation for why 
they are here at this time of year” says Dave Schutz.  

Bill Aaroe had a Townsend’s Warbler and a Bewick’s Wren at his 
feeders over the past month.  He says he has had these species 

before, but never for a ‘cluster’ of visits. Bill was also surprised by five 
Eurasian Collared-Doves in his apple tree, the first time he has ever 
seen them.

Other sightings this month include a Short-eared Owl and a Northern 
Harrier on Goose Island in the Pitt River, January 22 and a Sora Rail 
near the duck pond at Colony Farm on Feb. 1.

The whiteboard at the last meeting reported a Townsend’s Warbler, 
4 Varied Thrushes and a Virginia Rail, found dead near a road in Langley.

Donna Crosby has had a very unusual experience “For the last couple 
of years I’ve noticed that a patch of bark stripped from the main trunk 
of one of our Western Red Cedars was growing larger.  It starts almost 
at ground level and is now about twelve feet high and one foot across.  
I always knew it was the work of a creature but was never sure if it 
was raccoons, squirrels or some giant insect.  Well, recently I caught 
the culprit ….. a very large grey squirrel.  It scraped the bark off with 
its claws and then proceeded to stuff the loose strands of bark into its 
mouth.  It looked like brown whiskers till it quickly munched it up.  Has 
anyone else had this experience?  This seems very strange behavior for 
a squirrel as there are lots of other sources of food in our yard”.  Does 
anyone have an answer for Donna?

Two species of mergansers, up to eight American Widgeon and 2-3 
coots continue to be seen daily at Como Lake.  On several days, I saw 
a Ruby-crowned Kinglet near several chickadees in the shrubs.  The 
chickadees are already becoming quite vocal with ‘fee-bee’ calls. Two 
crows were seen following the city leaf blowing crew at the Lake.  As 
the workers created long windrows of fallen leaves and branches, the 
crows walked along behind, finding tasty morsels on the newly exposed 
ground.  They seemingly were unfazed by the noisy leaf blowers.

 I have had a Pileated Woodpecker coming each morning to the suet 
feeder and remaining for up to five minutes at a time.  Suet doesn’t last 
long!  Last Fall I collected large amounts of Mountain Ash berries from 
a tree that was cut down and put them in the freezer.  I put out small 
amounts on the ground this past month.  Surprisingly they have been 
popular with towhees and Varied Thrushes, which dart out from cover, 
grab a berry and withdraw.

An interesting article in the Journal of Wildlife Health reported on a 
Garden Wildlife Health Project in the UK.  Members of the public are 
being asked to report signs of disease they see in their garden birds, 
amphibians or hedgehogs.  An analysis of the results will hopefully 
provide information on where and when wildlife diseases are occurring. 
Look up  gardenwildlifehealth.org for more on this innovative project for 
Citizen Science.

Thanks to everyone who contributed this month.  Liz Thunstrom

Welcome to our new members!
We are very pleased to welcome the following new members to the 

club over the past couple of months. Please look out for them at the 
next meeting or hike and extend your own personal welcome.

Coquitlam
Simon Watkins & Sara Swenson, Sharron Horie, Alyce Noton
Port Coquitlam
Siobhan Ashe
Port Moody
Robert & Patricia Darnbrough, Margaret Billings, Andrea Ledingham
Colin & Pat Godwin

		  Carole Edwards, Membership
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BMN  Young Naturalists’  
Club (YNC)
January Explorer Day – Fossils, Fossils, Fossils 
with Nicholas Ward, BMN YNC member
Sunday, January 26, 2014 at Hyde Creek Education Centre

The BMN YNC did something we’ve never done before – the leader 
for our January Explorer Day was one of own members. Nicholas Ward 
is now 14 years old and he has been a member of the YNC since he 
was 8. Nicholas prepared a PowerPoint presentation on his favourite 
topic (fossils) and led three activities for the large audience of other 
YNC members and their parents. Nick brought fossils from his own 
collection, and used them to illustrate how fossils are formed and what 
fossils can tell us. We are all proud of our teen leader. Thank you, Nick! 
Also, many thanks go to the Hyde Creek Watershed Society for making 
their Education Centre available to us. Nick is preparing an article on 
fossils that will be featured in the next issue of NatureWILD, the YNC of 
BC’s quarterly magazine. The following are Nick’s answers to questions 
put to him by Noriko during a telephone interview: 

1. How long have you been interested in fossils?
		 Pretty much all my life.
2. How long did it take to create your great presentation?  

	 Did you have fun during your preparation?
		 5 or 6 hours. Yeah. Cool!  
3. Did you also have fun during your presentation?
		 Definitely. That was great. 
4. Nick’s comments about the event
I felt nervous when I saw the audience of more than 30 at the 

beginning. What made me happy during the presentation was that all 
kids were interested and involved. Ideally, I wanted each table to have 
the same number of kids because of the activities I’d planned but it was 
not easy. I thought, “How can I handle this?”, but other than that I was 
pretty comfortable. Overall, it was worthwhile. They seemed so happy!

On January 26th, members of the YNC gathered at the Hyde Creek 
Education Centre/Hatchery to watch a presentation about fossils.

The presentation was led by a YNC member, Nicholas Ward. Nick led 
it very well, and everyone left knowing something new. The activities 
included: separating fossils from rocks, judging what living thing 
a fossil is from, and making a story for a certain fossil from Nick’s 
collection. Separating fossils from rocks was a challenge but our group 
did pretty well.

All the information was interesting and the collection was very 
impressive. We found the part when Nick talked about some “famous 
and unique fossils” very cool. Some of them had fossilized fur, 

other living things in their stomachs and more!   We especially liked 
learning about the fossil, “Lucy,” who was one of the first humans, 
shown in Nick’s PowerPoint presentation. It was a fantastic start to 
2014!  Thanks Nick.            By Nica and Sage Fleming, age 9

Bird Nest Boxes by Christina Saremba

Spring is not far off and we will soon be seeing birds preparing to 
nest. Perhaps you have considered helping our fine feathered friends by 
providing them with a nest box to raise their family, or maybe it’s time to 
replace the tired, worn nest box you have now with a new, fresh box.

Building your own bird nest box is easy and can be fun to do with 
children. Of course, you will want to build a box that is inviting to the 
birds and will keep them safe during the nesting season. You can find 
all the information you need in a publication called How to Build Nest 
Boxes for Common Birds in the Tri-Cities Area available for download 
on the BMN website. The publication was written by Kiyoshi Takahashi, 
a long‑time BMN member and expert birder. Kiyoshi has been building, 
maintaining and monitoring bird nest boxes for many years and shares 
his knowledge in this publication. In it you will find nest box designs, 
including illustrations, for Tree Swallows, Chickadees, Purple Martins, 
Ducks and Barn Owls. Kiyoshi also includes key points to making 
and mounting the nest boxes so that you have a greater chance of 
attracting the birds and ensuring their safety from predators.

If you can’t have a bird nest box in your yard, then consider 
encouraging your family or friends who have good locations to place a 
box by giving them a copy of this informative publication.

BMN Archives Report  
Excerpts from Previous 
February Newsletters by Anne Holt 

February 1989 (our first newsletter)       
“Welcome to the Burke Mountain Naturalists”  by Christine Hanrahan

	 We are a newly formed group based in the Tri-City area and 
interested in all aspects of natural history. Response to this new group 
has been enthusiastic and we anticipate even greater participation 
as more people become aware of the BMN! In January 1989, we held 
our first meeting as an official club and by the time you get this, our 
first newsletter, you will have had the opportunity to take part in two 
field trips. We have a number of other exciting outings planned so that 
whatever your interests you are sure to find one that will suit you.
Eight people have volunteered to help plan and organize club activities: 
Liz Clarke (Refreshments), Mike Griffin (Vice- President), Marjorie Griffin 
(Assistant Editor), Mark Haddock (Conservation), Christine Hanrahan 
(Newsletter Editor), Anne Holt (Secretary-Treasurer), April Maurer 
(Chairperson), and Curt Smecher (Program Coordinator). If you have 
any suggestions for field trips, evening programs,or the newsletter, 
please let us know!

February 1991         
“Place Names 1”  by April Mol (nee Mauer)

     In future issues of our newsletter, I am going to write short articles 
about local place names, with the information taken from “British 
Columbia Place Names” written by Philip and Helen Akrigg, both 
members of FBCN. For example, where does the “Burke” in our 
club’s name come from? Burke Mountain was named about 1860 
by Captain Richards after Edmund Burke (1729-1797), the famous 
Parliamentary orator. Burke is remembered today chiefly for his speech 
advocating conciliation with the rebellious American colonies, after his 
“Reflections on the Revolution in France”, a classic statement of the   	

  philosophy of conservation.
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Nick, the leader (on the left) and Young Naturalists learning about fossils. Thanks to 
Victoria Otton for being our AV assistant for the day. photo: N. Nakaya
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The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is a 
member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists)  
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are: 
•  to promote the enjoyment of nature 
•  to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,  our environment 
•  to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas, 
    particularly local areas 
•  to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the natural world

President: Ian McArthur (604.939.4039) imcart@telus.net 
Vice President: Christina Saremba (604.945.0318) 2sarembas@gmail.com
Past President: Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca 

Treasurer & Membership:  
Carole Edwards (604.461.3864) cedwards6@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary: Lori Austin (604.464.7415) l.k.austin@shaw.ca

Members-at-Large: 
Anne Holt (604.936.4108), Candice Archer (604.961.6963),  
David Mounteney (778.230.1509), Elaine Golds  (604.937.3483) 
Lori Austin (604.464.7415), Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805), 

BC Nature Directors: 
Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Tel & Fax) egolds@sfu.ca

Newsletter Editor: 
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805) BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com

Newsletter Design: 
Brigitte Breuer, (604.353.8325) bbreuer.bc@gmail.com

Education/Conservation Committee: 
Chair: Elaine Golds, Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton 
Members: Mike Griffin, Ian McArthur, Niall Williams, Carole Edwards 

Nature and Feeder Watch: Liz Thunstrom  
email ethunstrom@shaw.ca phone 604-939-9571

Young Naturalists Club: 
Noriko Nakaya (604.675.9031) bmnync@gmail.com 

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)

Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough 
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor 

Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area DeBoville Slough,  
Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough 

Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System, by Christine Hanrahan 
et al, 1994, 121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library

Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992, 
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,  
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available on  
our website www.bmn.bc.ca

This newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre, is ecologo, processed 
chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.

Membership Form
Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership

	 ❑ Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

	 ❑ Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year)  
	      (Please include all first names and indicate which are children.) 

	 ❑ Group Membership ($30.00/year)

Membership information: Members receive ten monthly newsletters  
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also 
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a 
registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

February 1992        
“Widgeon Slough New Regional Park” Taken from a GVRD News Release, 

Jan. 29, 1992.

     There will soon be a new park for Lower Mainland residents. The 
578-hectare parcel, located between Burke Mtn. and Pitt River will 
be known as Widgeon Marsh Regional Park Preserve. The land is 
being acquired jointly by GVRD and Nature Trust of BC. ...... Natural 
features in the park include forested mountain slopes, tidal marshes, 
lowland forest, meadows, gardens, and several mountain streams. The 
wetlands of Widgeon Slough are considered to be of the highest quality 
wildlife habitat left in the Fraser/Pitt estuary system.

February 1993      
“Ed-Con Committee Report”  by Christine Hanrahan

  Mundy Park: Current plans for Mundy Park show 50% of it designated 
‘active’ recreation (i.e. golf course, playing fields). Along with Friends of 
Mundy Park (FMP) we believe that the park should be kept in its natural 
forested state, with no development. This was the general consensus at 
the workshops held by the city for groups with an interest in the park’s 
future and in which BMN and FMP participated. A Public Forum on Feb. 
9 will allow residents to voice their concerns about the park. BMN also 
took part with FMP in a cable TV show about the issue.

February 1994     
“Letter of the Month”  by Elaine Golds

     This month we are asking every member of BMN to take pen in hand 
and write a letter to Premier Harcourt and Cabinet. Ask them to create a 
new Class A Provincial Park out of the ENTIRE PINECONE-BURKE STUDY 
AREA. Remind them of their promise to have made a decision about 
this area by the end of 1993 and ask them to make a decision SOON.
   In just a few sentences, tell them why you believe the entire area 
should be protected - to preserve both recreation and conservation 
values. ...... Here are a few special features to remind them of what a 
fantastic opportunity they have to create a park that will be appreciated 
for generations to come;  ........

February 1995     
“Birding Around”  by Larry Cowan

	 This article and others to follow will chronicle interesting bird 
sightings around the Lower Mainland and Tri-City areas. It is my hope 
to inform interested birders in the club which bird species are being 
sighted  in the area  and where.  ........ The rarest regional sighting, in 
November, was a Dusky Thrush, an Asian stray, at the Alaksen Wildlife 
Refuge in Delta. It was discovered by the staff and was present only 
one day. A few members might remember our last Dusky Thrush, a 
North American first south of Alaska, sighted January 1993 on the 
Langley Christmas Bird Count. This bird was present for close to three 
months, attracting over 1,500 birders from all over North America and 
several from Britain. ......

DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is Sat. March 1st, 2014.


