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Spring 2014 Bird Nest Box
Cleaning and Maintenance

By Victoria Otton

Each spring, BMN members band together and head out to local
parks to clean and maintain the bird nest boxes that we have
installed over the years. Over the winter, boxes can get damaged
so they need repair. We also remove any nests inside the boxes and
give them a fresh handful of cedar shavings to encourage (we think)
this year’s tenants. This is volunteer work that’s social, interesting
and always fun! =

The following are brief summaries of the four nest box-
cleaning forays we did this spring.

Box locations: Near the barns at Minnekhada,
along Oliver Road, and along DeBoville Slough
Date: Saturday, Feb 8th, 2014

Team: Dee-Dee Bonhomme, John Bonhomme, Jolene ,
Bonhomme, Carole Edwards, Greg Ferguson, Don Gillespie,
Elaine Golds, lan McArthur, David Mounteney, Victoria @
Otton, Jeff Rudd, Christina Saremba, Paul Steeves, Drake
Stephens, and Niall Williams. Kiyoshi Takahashi and Dave
Schutz cleaned the swallow boxes around the
Minnekhada barns on Jan 23, 2014.

We were joined by members of ‘The Friends of
DeBoville Slough’ on this sunny and cold morning Their
team did the 23 boxes (three box types, designed for
swallows, wood ducks, or chickadees) along the Slough
and reported that 61% of the boxes had been used
successfully for nesting or showed signs that birds had
used them for roosting. This is similar to results from
the two previous years. The team was pleased to find
that two of the three wood duck boxes had been used
successfully. Over near the Minnekhada stables and
along Oliver Road, BMN has 58 boxes (for swallows
and chickadees). Usage was down this year — 48%
vs. approximately 65% previous in years. We have no
explanation to offer for this drop. Only two boxes had
wasp nests inside.

One of the highlights of the morning was spotting what
we tentatively identified as Lobaria pulmonaria, a lungwort that is
now regionally-rare. It was growing on the trunk of the one of large

London plane trees that line Oliver Road. Elaine Golds did some
investigation and later wrote, “This lichen, unlike the London plane
tree, is very sensitive to air pollution and grows only where the air
quality is good. Long-time BMN member Marjorie Griffin discovered
it growing on another tree along Oliver Road many years ago. Then,
we discovered some in Port Moody’s Shoreline Park from where it
has now disappeared. Lungwort turns a bright green when it rains
and usually has a white underside with brown markings. We should
go back and have a second look at it on a rainy day”.

A swallow box installed on a London plane tree along
Oliver Road. London planes are not sensitive to air
pollution and are planted along streets in many large
European cities. Photo: Jolene Bonhomme.

NEXT MEETING:

Tuesday, May 13th
at 7:30pm
Como Lake United Church
King Albert Avenue,
Coquitlam
Members’ Night - Fossils, Local Cycling,
Antarctica, and more.

Jack and Susan pause
for a photo. Photo:
Victoria Otton

Visit our website for updates
and additional information:
www.bmn.bc.ca
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Box location: Colony Farm Park
Date: Sat Feb 15, 2014

Team: Dee-Dee Bonhomme, John Bonhomme, Jolene Bonhomme,
Carole Edwards, Don Gillespie, Elaine Golds, Sharron Horie, Kathy
Leko, lan McArthur, Frank Nick, Victoria Otton, Jeff Rudd, Christina
Saremba, Kiyoshi Takahashi, and Niall Williams.

A typical view inside a nest box used by swallows. Tree swallows line their nest with
soft duck feathers. Photo: Jolene Bonhomme.

Our swallow boxes at Colony Farm are grouped around the
Ducks Unlimited pond and in the field near Simon’s trailer (north of
the Community Gardens). Last year, with the help of a class from
Maillard Middle School, Kiyoshi Takahashi installed another nine
swallow boxes in the field to the west of Colony Farm Road. Bird
nesting success overall in the Colony Farm boxes was 62%, which
is within the range observed over the past 10 years. Our boxes in
this location tend to be used (for hibernating and for nesting) by
a non-native species of paper wasp, Polistes dominula, that was
first reported in BC in 2003. We think that when these wasps nest
in the boxes, the swallows are deterred from nesting. We first
identified these wasps in the Colony Farm nest boxes in 2008, and
the fraction of boxes with wasps increased over the next 4 years,
reaching 30% in 2012. Last year, 34% of boxes had wasps, and this
year, they were in 30% of the boxes. Although it’s too early to tell,
it appears that the proportion of ‘wasp-infested’ boxes has reach a
plateau. Kiyoshi is conducting a project to discover how to prevent
these wasps from using nest boxes; he is examining the effect of
various coatings of the box interior.

Our most interesting discovery on this day was the presence of
woolly bear caterpillars overwintering in the boxes. One box had
22 caterpillars in it! These are the larval stage of an inconspicuous
moth called the Isabella moth (Pyrrharctia isabella). And, like last
year, we observed large pellets on the ground below the nest boxes
around the pond. These mystified us last year until we did some
research that revealed them to be pellets disgorged by the great
blue herons sitting on the nest boxes.

This nest box was not used by birds, and contains the handful of cedar
shavings we’d put in the box last spring, but was the winter home of 22
woolly bear caterpillars. Photo: Jolene Bonhomme.

Box location: Widgeon Reserve Regional Park
Date: Sat March 1, 2014

BMN Team: Dee-Dee Bonhomme, John Bonhomme, Jolene
Bonhomme, Jack Elsdon, Greg Ferguson, Barb Gillespie, Don
Gillespie, John Gillespie, Tuesday Gillespie (dog), Susan Lundahl,
Hilary Maguire, lan McArthur, Ty Orosco, Victoria Otton, Paul
Steeves, Michelle Vanchu-Orosco, Niall Williams, Abagail Yardley,
and Pamela Zevit

This work party was originally scheduled for a week earlier,
but had to be postponed due to snow. On this day, we got a light
dusting of snow on us, but it made this special site even more
magical than it usually is. We had plenty of volunteers (everyone
likes to get into this area) and so divvied into 4 teams and got 105
boxes done quickly. The nest box success rate was slightly lower
than in previous years (68% compared with around 75%). One of
the highlights of this trip was the sight (and sound!) of about 90
trumpeter swans out on the Pitt River.

Les Bonhommes (Jolene, Dee-Dee and John) cleaning out a wood duck box at the
Widgeon Reserve Park. Photo: Paul Steeves

Box location: Minnekhada Regional Park
Date: Sun Mar 16, 2014

BMN Team: Dee-Dee Bonhomme, John Bonhomme, Don Gillespie,
Suzy Macauly, lan McArthur, David Mounteney, Victoria Otton, Trina
Sakata, Paul Steeves, Niall Williams, and Maya Wong

It’s rare, but it happened again for this work party — we were
delayed by snow. This event was re-scheduled for two weeks after
the initial date, and although it wasn’t snowing, is rained heavily on
us all the time. The success rate of the 38 boxes we examined here
was also disappointing with only 13% usage. In past years, about
50% of our boxes here are used by birds or other species. However,
we enjoyed watching the swallows dipping and diving over the
marsh, and were thrilled when we saw and heard a pair of Sandhill
Cranes. The highlight for the single member of the Young Naturalists
Club that joined us was a fleeting sight of three flying squirrels as
they exploded out of one of the owl boxes. As soon as we find any
evidence of squirrels, we leave the box alone and don’t disturb it
any further.

So that’s the nest box cleaning task done for another year. One of
the best things about nest box cleaning is the time it affords with
fellow BMNners. You’ll never meet a cheerier bunch of people! |
hope | haven’t omitted any volunteers named above, but if | have,
please consider yourselves warmly thanked along with the others.
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Announcements:

Saturday, starting at 10 am, April 12: Kinder Morgan Pipeline
Walk in Burnaby. Join members of BROKE (Burnaby Residents
Opposed to Kinder Morgan Expansion) to walk along the proposed
diluted bitumen pipeline route in Burnaby. The Procession will
follow the existing and proposed oil and gas pipelines, which cut
across the City of Burnaby. The procession will have speeches,
media spectacles and performances along the walk. The goal of
the Procession is to create a family-friendly space to demonstrate
against the Kinder Morgan expansion, increase public awareness
of issues associated with this expansion, and bring into visibility
the spaces through which the existing and proposed pipelines
travel, which include residential neighbourhoods and spaces in
the vicinity of schools, parks and other community facilities. The
Procession will culminate in a large rally near Westridge Park.
The rally will be followed by a procession to the Westridge Marine
Terminal, where a final huge performative action will take place,
involving speeches by leading environmentalists, youth leaders
and music. Check www.burnabypipelinewatch.ca for further
details such as meeting places and times.

Sunday, April 13: BC Coastal Waterbird survey along the
Shoreline Trail in Port Moody. Participants walk the length of the
trail using binoculars and telescopes to count the number and
species of water birds seen. The survey is conducted at high tide,
so the starting times vary. The survey is monthly. If you would like
to take part in this survey, contact Krista Englund [kenglund@
alumni.sfu.ca or 604-468-8658].

Sunday, April 13 at 1 pm: Heritage Walk at Riverview.
Join Don Gillespie for a special free guided tour around (but not
inside) the heritage buildings at Riverview. The tour will last
about two hours, depending on weather and walkers’ preference.
Dress for the weather, and wear comfy shoes or boots. For people
who have difficulty walking, a bus has been rented to allow a
wheeled tour through the site (thanks Norma!). Walks go rain or
shine. Dogs on leash are welcome. Meet on the uphill side of the
Henry Esson Young (HEY) Building. Banners and signs will be in
place to lead you through the site. Riverview Hospital is located
at 2601 Lougheed Highway, Coquitlam. To reach HEY building
take Holly Drive through the hospital grounds, then go uphill on
Oak Crescent, and the HEY is on your right on Kalmia Drive. Find
parking, and meet at the front door.

Tuesday, April 15 at 7:15 pm: BMN Education-Conservation
Committee meeting at Elaine’s.

Saturday, April 19 at 8 am: Raptor and other birds count
at Colony Farm Park. Join members of the Colony Farm Park
Association for a birding walk at Colony Farm. Start at 8 am from
the parking lot at the end of Colony Farm Road or join Mike Griffin
and the rest of the group at 9 am at the Ducks Unlimited wetland
accessed from Shaughnessy Street in Port Coquitlam.

Tuesday, April 22 at 7:15 pm: BMN Executive Meeting at
Anne’s.

Saturday, April 26 at 8:30 am: Join BMN’s Larry Cowan and
members of Nature Vancouver for a half-day birding field trip to
Port Coquitlam’s Pitt River Dyke from just north of Lougheed Hwy.
back to the parking area at DeBoville Slough. This field trip covers
some excellent dyke-side habitats. They will be on the lookout for
spring migrants. Meet in the parking lot adjacent to the washroom
facilities at Cedar & Victoria Drs. in NE Port Coquitlam.

Carpools will be arranged from there to the start point at the
reclamation area north of Lougheed Hwy. For more info, call Larry
at 604-465-1402.

Saturday, April 26 at 9am: Club hike to the Stanley Park.
On this BMN outing we will visit Vancouver’s first, largest, and
most beloved urban park! Designated a national historic site of
Canada, Stanley Park is a magnificent green oasis in the midst
of the heavily built urban landscape of Vancouver. We will use the
SkyTrain to travel to Waterfront Station, from here we will head
west on the Coal Harbour Seawall until we reach Stanley Park.
We will explore some of the park’s 400-hectare natural West Coast
rainforest while enjoying scenic views of water, mountains, sky,
and majestic trees along Stanley Park’s various trails and famous
seawall. $2.75 is the cost of the transit ride each way. Roundtrip
distance is 15 km (9.3 mi) with a cumulative elevation gain of 150
m (500 ft). Meet at 9:00 am. Return 5:30 pm. Please contact Terry
(604. 942.1626) for more info.

Sunday, April 27 at 1 pm: Spring tour of the trees at
Riverview. Join the Riverview Horticultural Centre Society for
a spring tree tour. Hopefully, some of the magnolias will be in
bloom. Walks are led by a volunteer arborist, and last about two
hours, depending on weather and walkers’ preference. Free.
Dress for the weather, and wear comfy shoes or boots. Walks go
rain or shine. Children to adults welcome. Dogs on leash are also
welcome. Meet on the uphill side of the Henry Esson Young (HEY)
Building. Riverview Hospital is located at 2601 Lougheed Highway,
Coquitlam: To reach HEY building take Holly Drive through the
hospital grounds, then go uphill on Oak Crescent, and the HEY is
on your right on Kalmia Drive. Find parking, and meet at the
front door.

Thursday May 1- Sunday, Mar 4: BC Nature AGM in Victoria:
There’s lots to see and do at BC Nature’s Annual General Meeting,
hosted this year by the Victoria Natural History Society and the
Rocky Point Bird Observatory. It will be based in downtown
Victoria on the May 1 - 4 weekend. To see what’s on the program
and for info on registering and accommodation, please see rpbo.
org/bcnatureagm.php.

Sunday, May 4 at 1 pm: Join the Riverview Horticultural
Centre Society for a tree tour to celebrate Mental Health Week
in BC. Walks are led by a volunteer arborist, and last about two
hours, depending on weather and walkers’ preference. Free.
Dress for the weather, and wear comfy shoes or boots. Walks go
rain or shine. Children to adults welcome. Dogs on leash are also
welcome. Meet on the uphill side of the Henry Esson Young (HEY)
Building. Riverview Hospital is located at 2601 Lougheed Highway,
Coquitlam: To reach HEY building take Holly Drive through the
hospital grounds, then go uphill on Oak Crescent, and the HEY is
on your right on Kalmia Drive. Find parking, and meet at the
front door.

Tuesday, May 6 at 7pm: Hiking in your own backyard. This
is an education session sponsored by the City of Coquitlam.
Registration (461427) is required. Come out and enjoy an evening
of slides while learning about local places to hike and how to be
prepared. Do you know what ten essential items you should have
in your pack? BMN President lan McArthur will present slides
of hikes in Coquitlam and other local areas. This presentation is
geared for the novice and intermediate hiker, but experienced
hikers will learn about some favourite hikes and some hidden



gems our local mountains have to offer. 7:00pm to 9:30pm. Please
contact lan (604. 939. 4039) for more info.

Saturday, May 10 at 9 am: International Migratory Bird Day at
Colony Farm. Join BMN members Dave Schutz and Hilary Maguire
for a birding tour of Colony Farm Park. This is also the Park Partners
Annual event so a heritage building tour will be offered at 11:30 am
as well as guided walks through the Community Gardens. Children
will have an opportunity to plant a pot of flowers for Mother’s Day.

Sunday, May 11: BC Coastal Waterbird Survey along the
Shoreline Trail in Port Moody. Participants walk the length of the trail
using binoculars and telescopes to count the number and species
of water birds seen. The survey is conducted at high tide, so the
starting times vary. The survey is monthly. If you would like to take
part in this survey, contact Krista Englund [kenglund@alumni.sfu.ca
or 604-468-8658].

Sunday, May 11 at 1 pm: Mothers Day Tour of the Trees at
Riverview. Join the Riverview Horticultural Centre Society for a
special free Mother’s Day tour of the heritage trees at Riverview.
Walks are led by a volunteer arborist, and last about two hours,
depending on weather and walkers’ preference. Dress for the
weather, and wear comfy shoes or boots. Walks go rain or shine.
Children to adults welcome. Dogs on leash are also welcome.

Meet on the uphill side of the Henry Esson Young (HEY) Building.
Riverview Hospital is located at 2601 Lougheed Highway, Coquitlam:
To reach HEY building take Holly Drive through the hospital grounds,
then go uphill on Oak Crescent, and the HEY is on your right on
Kalmia Drive. Find parking, and meet at the front door. Free and all
are invited to enjoy this tour!

Action Item on the Month -
Stop the Grizzly Bear Hunt!

By Elaine Golds

It’s hard to believe that we still allow hunting of grizzly bears in
BC but, over a decade ago, the Liberal government under Gordon
Campbell lifted the moratorium on their hunting which had been
wisely put in place by the NDP. Ever since, a controversy has raged
over the number of bears in BC. Government numbers put the
bear population at about 15,000 but many wildlife biologists feel
that these numbers are overstated. About 300 bears are killed by
hunters every year. What makes this hunting even worse is that it is
for trophy hunting not hunting for sustenance. Studies over the past
ten years indicate about a third of the grizzly bears killed in this
hunt are females which means that orphaned cubs could left to die.
Hardly anyone in BC supports grizzly bear hunting anymore — recent
numbers indicate that 87% of people in BC oppose such hunting.

Furthermore, there are overwhelming statistics which show
bear viewing generates far more dollars than does hunting. Bear
watching in BC contributes over $15 million to the provincial
economy while hunting contributes only about $1.2 million. This
seems like a no-brainer. Stop the bear hunting and make more
money. Who could argue with that?

Please write a letter to Premier Christy Clark and ask her to stop
the grizzly beat hunt. She recently said that her government was
listening to what citizens want — so tell her what you want with
regard to ending the grizzly bear hunt. Email her at
premier@govhc.ca.

Education-Conservation
Repor t By Elaine Golds

Victoria’s summary of our nest box cleaning activities from the
front page of in this newsletter describes our busy weekends
throughout February and early March. Who would have guessed
that snowy weather would cause the postponement of half of our
events? In addition to these scheduled events, Kiyoshi Takahashi and
Don Gillespie have now cleaned the new nest boxes installed on the
Home Farm in the south fields along the fence posts last year. These
boxes were constructed by students at a local school working under
Kiyoshi’s guidance. We had attempted to clean them in early February
but high water kept us away. Unfortunately, the water level dropped
very little - but this did not deter Kiyoshi and Don (with over 160 years
of experience between them!). They came away with very wet feet —
in fact, | expect they were both soaked from the knees down. Like our
soon-to-he-vanished postmen, these two guys were determined not
to let a little water get between them and their duties.

Over the years, a large number of dedicated people have
volunteered for work in Finnies Garden at Riverview. Thus, we
have decided to nominate the Friend of Finnies for the adult group
Environmental Award given out by the City of Coquitlam every June.
Most recently, Finnies Garden was in need of plumbing services,
which required some special tools. Don and Niall were delighted
when Roger Fontaine showed up unexpectedly with the right tools
and the right kind of expertise. Roger, who married his wife, Charlene,
in Finnies Garden (what a wonderful place for a wedding!), has been
a great source of help at Finnies in recent months. His much-needed
skills for these plumbing jobs were greatly appreciated.

Riverview Update

Although the location for the first meeting on the future of
Riverview was in a poorly chosen location, attendance at it and
the second meeting held on the weekend was impressive. We had
the sense that almost everyone who attended all had similar good
words for the excellent mental health care carried out at Riverview
in past decades and thought that the future uses of Riverview should
follow past practices. If you have not yet submitted comments to
the website, there is still time. We encourage all our members to
submit their heartfelt thoughts. People who do not wish to submit
comments via the website (renewingriverview.com) have the option
of submitting them simply by email to questions@renewingriverview.
com or by regular mail to Communications, Renewing Riverview
Committee, 1701- 4555 Kingsway, Burnaby, BC V5H 4V8. There is
no deadline for comments. We expect the second in the series of
meetings to be held in May or June. In mid April, members of the BMN
Executive will meet with BC Housing to put forward our views for the
future of Riverview. We welcome this opportunity.

Yellow-rumped Warblers are back at Colony Farm Park. Photo: H. Maguire
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Kinder Morgan plans to
use Colony Farm Park as a
construction site!

By Elaine Golds

| attended a recent meeting to learn more about exactly where
the Kinder Morgan diluted bitumen pipeline will be built and was
totally shocked to learn that Trans Mountain Pipeline intends to use
Colony Farm Park as a construction site to assemble the portion
of the pipeline that will go under the Fraser River. Because | am
late in meeting this newsletter deadline, | have simply pasted in
the letter | wrote to Kinder Morgan on behalf of BMN expressing
our opposition to this idea. My next task will be to apply as a late
delegation request for the Metro Vancouver Parks meeting on April
3 to express our opposition. In the meantime, please phone or email
the Mayor and Council of Coquitlam as well as Metro Vancouver
Parks (the Avalon area office is 604-520-6442) to express your
thoughts as well. You can email the Mayor and Council at mayor
council@coquitlam.ca; Metro Vancouver emails can go to icentre@
metrovancouver.org; emails to the Metro Vancouver Park Manager
should go to mitch.sokalski@metrovancouver.org. We hope to have
a map showing their proposed construction zone at the next BVIN
meeting. My fear is that Metro Vancouver Parks may be all too
willing to let this happen because they hope be able to negotiate
some “improvements” to the Park out of the deal — improvements
such as more fish channels. Let’s not go there again!

Photo by K. Takahashi

The text of the BMN letter is as follows:

“The Burke Mountain Naturalists (BMN) are a group of
approximately 250 members who take a keen interest in
understanding and protecting nature. When our club formed in
1989, our first two initiatives were to protect lands on Burke
Mountain and at Colony Farm. We were thrilled when our efforts
led to the announcement of the establishment of Pinecone Burke
Provincial Park and the protection of Colony Farm as a new
Regional Park in June, 1995. Since that time, we have maintained
a keen interest in Colony Farm Regional Park. A number of BMN
members continue to volunteer at Colony Farm Regional Park; some
also serve as Board members for the Colony Farm Park Association
(CFPA). I am currently the Chair of CFPA.

It is difficult to overstate the shock | felt when | learned at your
workshop on March 26 that you were proposing to use several
fields at Colony Farm Regional Park as a place to lay down and
assemble the portion of your pipeline that will go under the Fraser
River. It was especially difficult to not receive a full explanation

of why the location of the pipeline crossing of the Fraser had
changed and what circumstances have led your corporation to
think that use of the Park was the preferred option. As | recall, the
only explanation we received, which was delivered with a casual
shrug of the shoulders, was that “the other site was becoming
problematical”.

To our minds, parks are simply not suitable sites for industrial
construction activities. Parks are created as green space for
public enjoyment and to protect wildlife habitat. Colony Farm
was specifically protected to keep the lands in public ownership,
to keep the lands open and accessible to the public, to preserve
the agricultural capability of the land, to provide opportunities for
public recreation and to protect wildlife habitat and enhance its
biodiversity. Another goal was to ensure compatible land uses. We
do not see construction of this pipeline to be a compatible land use
at Colony Farm Regional Park. We are opposed to this proposed use
of a protected Park as a construction site.

We request a detailed written justification as to what site(s) you
were previously considering for pipeline assembly and why these
options are no longer apparently favoured. This explanation should
include any cost savings you anticipate if you were able to use
CFP. We fear it is all too easy for your staff to see parks as “empty
spaces” available for your convenience and construction activities.

Our understanding is that you propose the pipeline will go
underground in the field which belongs to the Forensic Psychiatric
Institute (FPI). Please describe how much of this field could
be required both as a temporary worksite and for permanent
infrastructure and access. Also, please describe how you would
propose to access this field for ongoing maintenance activities.

Our understanding is that you propose to construct an assembly
pad and access road through at least 5 fields on the Home Farm
side of the Park and could cross Colony Farm Road as well as
intrude into the hedgerow near Mundy Slough. This hedgerow was
planted, in part, as habitat compensation for loss of the 3rd runway
at the Vancouver airport. Please describe how you would prepare
the site for such work and explain how much of each field would
be anticipated to be required. We understand your construction
work within Park boundaries will not be permanent so please
describe how you propose to restore the land to its original state.
One obvious concern would be compaction of fertile soils from
heavy traffic. Please explain how such impacts could be avoided.
Also please describe the length of time you would anticipate to be
working in the Park and your proposed season(s) of use.

Colony Farm Park is visited by thousands of people every year.
In particular, traffic along Colony Farm Road increases significantly
during the active growing season for the Community Gardens
and during optimal seasons for birding. It is our understanding
you propose to use Colony Farm Road as your main access for
construction activities. As the vast majority of the parking for park
visitors at Colony Farm Park is accessed off Colony Farm Road,
please explain how you would avoid having an impact on park users.

At the meeting on March 26, you failed to clarify if Metro
Vancouver (Colony Farm Park) and the provincial government (FPI
site) have given permission for you to use their lands. In our view,
it is inappropriate that you are proposing to permanently impact
land which lies within the Agricultural Land Reserve on the FPI
lands. Will your proposed work require permission from the ALC
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this proposed work? What other permits could be required? Have
you consulted with Kwikwetlem First Nations? At your workshop,
people were told you had met with Metro Vancouver officials
approximately two weeks ago. When exactly did that meeting take
place and with whom? What was the outcome?

The fields that you propose to use at Colony Farm Park have been
designated for agricultural use under Colony Farm’s Land Use Plan.
The field adjacent to the FPI was, in fact, used for such purposes
a few years ago. However, agricultural fields have also significant
wildlife value. In particular, these fields, because they have not
been used for agricultural activities for several years, have mostly
converted into “old field habitat” which is an extremely valuable
type of habitat for many species. In particular, several species-at-
risk rely on the old field habitat at Colony Farm Park. These include
great blue herons, barn owls, short-eared owls and barn swallows.
Barn owls nest nearby and forage over these particular fields. While
the nesting season for migratory birds is an especially critical time
of the year, the fields are used by wildlife throughout the entire
year especially by raptors which forage over the fields for voles and
other small mammals. Great blue herons also rely in these fields
as well as the drainage channels for food foraging throughout the
fall and winter. In addition, studies by the Vancouver Avian Research
Center which conducts banding studies on the Port Coquitlam side
of Colony Farm Park have shown the Park is an important area for
birds, especially juveniles, to gather in the post-breeding period.
These birds can spend several weeks at Colony Farm Park in the
post-breeding season, gaining muscular strength and the skills they
will require for successful migrations south.

e, o8

Mourning Cloaks return to Colony Farm Park. Photo: Hilary Maguire

Colony Farm Park is also well known as a regional “hot spot”
for the colourful Lazuli Buntings, a bird more commonly found in
the interior of BC. Every spring, volunteers from BMN and CFPA
conduct public nature walks at the Park in the field adjacent to the
FPI because this area is one of the more favoured sites for Lazuli
Buntings to nest. These buntings also likely nest in the FPI field
as well. The male birds use the tall trees as roost sites to call and
attract females. Nests are typically built in shrubs only a few feet off
the ground. These nature walks are an extremely popular event at
Colony Farm Park. We do not want to see bunting habitat disturbed
nor our ability to offer these walks impaired.

In addition to our request for a written justification, we also
request an opportunity meet with you to discuss relevant issues
should permission be obtained from the various authorities to
proceed. In fact, we would recommend a special public meeting be

those who care about Colony Farm Regional Park. If such a public
meeting is held, we recommend it include a formal presentation
rather than simply being an Open House. Our experience with Open
Houses is that they often fail to properly convey critical information
and members of the public who attend often come away with
confused and incorrect information.

| appreciate your offer of a map of the area which will show your
proposed zones for construction activities. | will arrange to pick this
up sometime next week so that | can share it with BMN members
and the CFPA Board. It is deplorable that your proposal has only
been brought to the attention of the public after the deadline has
passed for applications to the National Energy Board to participate
in the Hearing even though, as you explained, there may be
additional opportunities to request the National Energy Board hold
additional hearings with regard to specific route corridors.”

BMN Young Naturalists’s Club
Explorer Day in March:

Observing the BMN Nesthox Cleaning in Minnekhada
Regional Park - Sunday, March 16th, 2014

On the morning of March 16, we went to observe the BMN nest
box cleaning. It was pouring cats and dogs; however, as spring
was racing towards us we had no choice but to do it that morning
because this event was already postponed a couple of weeks ago
due to the snow.

It was my second time to attend the event and it was as
awesome as my first time. We saw empty nests and others used by
chickadees or swallows as well as spiders.

Have you ever seen a flying squirrel before like gliding right over
your head? We saw 3. Well not exactly over my head but close
enough. | had never seen them so close. | could almost touch them.
Did you know that flying squirrels don’t actually fly? They glide like |
mentioned earlier. We saw some beaver dens too.

| had an amazing and outstanding time. | hope the BMN does the
nest box cleaning again. | am looking forward to seeing the pictures
that Paul (one of the members) took.
By Yvette Viladell (10)

This cleaning was postponed due to snow from earlier in March when nearly 20 YNC
members signed up; unfortunately not many Young Naturalists could make it because
of spring break. Here are two lucky girls who saw 3 flying squirrels!

hosted to present information and receive public input from all
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Nature and Feeder
Watch

By Liz Thunstrom

All of a sudden there seems to be birds everywhere
and once again, there’s a morning chorus for early
risers. The first warblers, bluebirds, hummingbirds
and meadowlarks have appeared and feeder birds are
busily pairing off and selecting nest sites. Hilary notes
the number of ducks and Common Loons in the Inlet
at Port Moody is going down as they move off towards
their breeding grounds further north. She also has
watched a Spotted Sandpiper, that has wintered near
her home, change into its breeding plumage.

Last month’s whiteboard reported Tree Swallows at
Colony Farm, a Wilson’s Snipe in an Aldergrove ditch,
a Black Turnstone, not often seen here, at Rocky Point
Park, a Saw-whet Owl in Mundy park, a Peregrine Falcon on the
Pitt River dike, Band-tailed Pigeons heard in Port Moody, Eagles at
Barnston Island and Colony Farm, 2 Brown Creepers at Coquitlam
River Park and Barred Owls and cormorants at Oxbow lake in Port
Coquitlam.

February 18th Larry Cowan saw 18 Western Meadowlarks near
the Pitt River management area and on March 17th, a Sandhill
Crane flying over his house calling loudly as it flew NE, likely
towards Pitt Lake.

On March 14th, Carole Edwards was excited to spot an albino
robin feeding with a flock that was pecking at gravel on the trail at
Colony Farm. She saw many other robins along the trails. Susan
Mewhort also reports that on March 27th she saw a robin that was
almost entirely white. It was digging for worms in the field near the
Poirier Library in Coquitlam along with a group of other robins. This
bird was also reported on the birding email-list vanbcbirds on
March 8th when it was spotted and photographed over near the
Dogwood Pavilion.

Paul Steeves was surprised to find a rare visitor at his feeder. A
Western Scrub-Jay has been dropping by for peanuts, and Paul has
been having fun documenting the visits with his camera.

Hilary reported Yellow-rumped Warblers, usually the first
warblers to arrive here, at Colony Farm on the 26th. She was also
thrilled by a large number of Mountain Bluebirds - 25 at minimum
- in the wildlife fields north of the trail the same day and 5 Western
Meadowlarks plus 2 Wilson’s Snipe.

Elaine, Bruce and | walked down to the mouth of the Coquitlam
River on the 22nd and were saddened to see no activity at all at
the heron-nesting site. However, on March 26, Karen, from Wildlife
Rescue reported seeing a group of 17-28 herons over the previous
week and a half which were spending the days on a small marshy
island in Burnaby Lake, near the centre, and leaving at dusk. There
was also a report of several new nests at Maplewood Flats in North
Vancouver. Could these be the birds that have left the Coquitlam
River?

Many of the birds have left Como Lake as well but | watched 4
Buffleheads actively fishing on the 13th and a Common Merganser,
close to the reeds, fishing in a most interesting way - it cruised
forward at a good speed with eyes just under the water, looking for
fish and tadpoles! This ultimately had a successful result!

I hope everyone has an exciting month ahead of interesting bird
encounters!

The Western Scrub-Jay at Paul’s place. Photo: Paul Steeves

BMN Arxchives Report -
Excerpts from Previous April
Newsletters s ame o

April 1993
“Conservation Gommittee Report” By Christine Hanrahan

Colony Farm: For what seems like forever, we have been trying
to get the Coquitlam River closed to power-driven vessels. In early
March, we were informed that Transport Canada, which has the
final say, still had not responded to the appropriate office in the
Ministry of Environment with regard to their decision. Jet skis,
speedboats and water skiers all use the river at high tide, many
operating at extremely fast speeds. We have a number of concerns
with this type of usage of the river, not least being the danger to
waterfowl particularly when with young.

April 1994
“Conservation Gommittee Report - Greater Vancouver Water
District” By Elaine Golds

With regard to drinking water treatment plans, the GVRD will hold
a series of Public Meetings to solicit public input. In Coquitlam, this
will be held at the Coquitlam Best Western. We felt that the position
BMN should take on this issue, is to oppose the chloramination
because the addition of long- lasting chloramines to our water
supply could result in the killing of all aquatic life in our urban
streams. We feel that a decision to put chloramines in our drinking
water supply would stand in stark contradiction to the stated goals
of the GVRD to create a place where human activities embrace
rather than degrade the natural environment”.

April 2001
“Dogs at Colony Farm” By Al Grass

I love all animals. The fact that dogs need to be controlled (just as
human traffic needs to be regulated) does not mean one is anti-dog.
“Dog walking” is not the same as letting dogs run amok through
sensitive habitats. It is well understood that dogs need places to
romp and socialize. ........

Colony Farm Regional Park is a special place with regionally
important wildlife values. BMN fought long and hard to get this park
established, and to promote its unique natural values.....

The idea that wildlife can go somewhere else is, of course,
_’simply untrue - where else? The habitats of Colony Farm are
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a precious and dwindling resource. Yes, dogs deserve a place - so
does wildlife. ......

April 2003
“Memories of Doug Bennie” By ian McArthur

When | take people on hikes and we pass one of Doug’s great
wood crafted signs | let the people not familiar with the signs
know the history of the man behind the signs. Doug made over 35
signs for the Pinecone/Burke Provincial Park, which is absolutely
amazing. These signs guide hikers and inform them of places of
interest along the trail.

Not all Doug’s signs went as planned. When making a sign
for Twin Lakes on Burke Mtn., Doug mistakenly put the ‘N’ in
backwards and he put so much work on it he was not going to
make another one. The sign is presently mounted on a tree by the
two lakes. The lakes are now nicknamed ‘Russian Lakes’ because
the backwards ‘N’ looks like a letter from the Russian alphabet.
When the naming of Bennie Lake was announced at a BMN
meeting, Jack Norie presented Doug with a wooden sign with the
‘N’s in Bennie backwards.

April 2007
“Report on Nestbox Cleaning 2007” By Victoria Otton

To many faithful BMN volunteers, spring means that it's time to
clean the 350 or so bird nest boxes that BMN has installed and
maintains in local parks. In Minnekhada Park, our boxes are very
attractive to squirrels. This year, four of the large boxes designed

for wood ducks or screech owls were taken over by flying squirrels.

We find out pretty quickly if this species has taken over a box: the
person up the ladder always raps on a box before removing it from
the tree for cleaning. If flying squirrels are inside, they explode out
of the box and cling to the bark of the tree. It scares them, but it
also gives the person on the ladder a fright too. Once we find that a
box has squirrels in it, we leave it alone, and consider our bird box
put to good use.

also April 2007
“Nature and Feeder Watch” By Rozanne Thomson

On March 26 Kiyoshi said: “I visited Minnekhada Farm area today
and saw more than a hundred Tree Swallows swarming at the edge
of the forest. A couple of dozen of them are already checking out
nest boxes we cleaned 3 weeks ago, which is a week or so earlier
than normal. | also checked the Loafing Barn in the farm area and
found 3 owl pellets, most likely Barn Owl by their size, first time
since 2 years ago.
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