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The BC Red-tailed Hawk
PIOj e Ct by Kevin Hood and Jerry Liguori

The Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) has adapted to human
presence better than any other diurnal raptor and can be found
throughout continental North America with the exception of the far
north. This species is particularly interesting because it displays some
of the most variable appearance of any North American raptor with
natural plumage variations that range from mostly white to a dark
chocolate brown. These variations are seen, not only between races (or
subspecies) but also as morphs within a given race.

Red-tailed Hawks in British Columbia

In British Columbia, the two most familiar races are the Western (B j
calurus) and Harlan’s (B j harlani). Many references also describe a third
race, that of the Alaskan Red-tailed Hawk (B j alascensis) whose range is
roughly coastal BC from Vancouver Island north into central Alaska.

If you travel into the northern parts of the province, you may come
across other races not typically mentioned in the literature. An excellent
collection of Yukon Red-tailed Hawk images, all taken in the Whitehorse
area just north of the Yukon-BC border show examples of three races/
morphs: Eastern (B j borealis); Krider’s (B j kriderii) — considered a
pale form of Eastern race; and a lesser known Northern (B j abieticola)
considered a heavily marked form of B j borealis. These were all
photographed so close to the BC border that it is difficult to imagine that
they would not be seen in BC as well.

About the BC Red-Tailed Hawk Project

We created the BC Red-tailed Hawk Project out of a desire to better
understand the plumage
distributions of the Red-tailed

Photos by Kevin
Hood, Coquitlam BC
Jerry Liguori, Salt
Lake City, Utah

Hawk across BC. While the exact race of an individual hawk can

often be determined by a careful visual inspection of its plumage, the
extreme plumage variations within the species make subspecies level
identification difficult in some cases, even to the trained eye. As a
result, the study of RTHA populations by traditional methods is limited
by the amount of knowledge in plumage variation, and the lack of
breeding examples.

The project is attempting to study RTHA populations in a different
manner, taking advantage of two technologies that are already
changing the bird-watching landscape: digital photography and the
internet. We are looking for birder-photographers from across the
province to show us their pictures of Red-tailed Hawks (copyright
always remains with the photographer) so that we can better
understand the Red-tailed Hawks that occur in BC, and which
populations or races are most prominent within specific areas, in
summer specifically but in winter as well.

Our appeal to birder-photographers is an experiment inspired, in part,
by the success of projects such as eBird. Our web-site went online this
past February and, including the previously mentioned Yukon collection,
we have catalogued over 250 images representing more than 130
individual hawks. While a good start, our geographical coverage is poor
and many of these images are not from the summer breeding season.

As time permits, we are working on ways to make the image
collection available over the internet for anyone to view or study.

What to Look for and How to Learn More

We have included images and descriptions of two typical Red-tailed
Hawks that you might see in British Columbia.

To learn more about our project or to find out how to submit images,
go to our web-site at http://bcredtails.wordpress.com.

Who are We?

We are: Jerry Liguori,
author of numerous books
and articles on raptors
with several specifically
about Red-tailed Hawks;
and Kevin Hood, an
amateur birder with
interests in raptors,
technology and bird
research. This project
is a product of our
interests and a lot of our
spare time.

NEXT MEETING:

Tuesday, June 10 at 7:00pm

Outdoor Meeting at Riverview
Join others for a friendly stroll amongst the
heritage trees at Riverview. Meet on the
uphill side of the Henry Esson Young (HEY)
building. Riverview Hospital is located at
2601 Lougheed Highway, Coquitlam.

Visit our website for updates
and additional information:
www.bmn.bc.ca
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Announcements

Thursday, May 15 at 7:15pm: Education Conservation meeting at
Elaine’s. This meeting has been re-scheduled from its usual date for
this month only.

Saturday, May 17 from 9 am to noon: Knotweed Removal at
DeBoville Slough. Join the Friends of DeBoville Slough for a morning of
exercise and camaraderie cutting Japanese Knotweed along the dikes.
Wear sturdy shoes, bring work gloves and dress for the weather. Tools
are provided. If the sun is shining, bring sunscreen, eye protection, a
hat and drinking water.

Wednesday, May 21 from 6-8 pm: HIKE in Miller Ravine &
the Chines $5.00. This is a hike sponsored by the City of Coquitlam.
Registration and signed waiver form is required — check City of
Coquitlam website. lan McArthur will lead this trip through the lush upper
section of Miller Ravine while taking time to enjoy nature. The group will
then descend into the steep forested area of the Chines before regaining
elevation to make a loop back to the starting point. On a clear evening,
great views of the mountains to the north can be seen. Roundtrip
distance is 4 km (2.5 mi) with a cumulative elevation gain of 130 m (425
ft). Meet at 6:00 pm. Please contact lan (604-939-4039) for more info.

Thursday, May 22 at 7 pm: Evening Botany Walk at Colony Farm
Park. Meet in the parking lot at the end of Colony Farm Road. Bring
your plant guidebooks.

Thursday, Friday May 22, 23: Conference at SFU and CapU -
Changes in Environmental Education. The Canadian College and
University Environmental Network is hosting a national conference
Environmental Changes: Changes in Environmental Education.
Keynote speakers include: Prof William Rees on Ecological
Economics, Journalist Chris Turner on The War on Science and
Prof Lorna Williams on Indigenous Knowledge and Learning. For
the full program and for info on registering, see the BMN website.
Reasonable registration fee for students!

Friday, May 23 from 7-9pm: Mossom Hatchery Trivia Night
Fundraiser. Bring your friends, play Trivial Pursuits, win door prizes,
enjoy a sweet treat and help to rebuild Mossom Creek Hatchery.

MP Fin Donnelly will emcee this night of friendly (but cutthroat!)
competition. Team of 6 — $120 (student $50), Individual $25 (students
$10) at Centennial Secondary School, 570 Poirier Street, Coquitlam.
For information, contact Cleone Todgham (778-223-2357) HYPERLINK
“mailto:todgham@shaw.ca” todgham@shaw.ca.

Saturday, May 24 2014 at 8:30am: Birding with Larry at Colony
Farm Park. Join BMN’s Larry Cowan and members of Nature Vancouver
for a half-day birding field trip at Colony Farm Regional Park. The target
species will be Colony Farm’s feature bird — the Lazuli Bunting. Other
species expected include Eastern Kingbird, Band-tailed Pigeon and
American Bittern. Meet Larry in the parking area at the east-end of
Colony Farm Rd. at 8:30am. For more info, call Larry at 604 465-1402.

BMN Boat Trip up Indian Arm, Saturday, May 24. NOW FULL.
BMN’s boat trip exploring Indian Arm, guided by Captain Rod MacVicar
on the MV Ocean Watch (capacity 40), is now FULL.*If you are one of the
lucky ones and have a ticket, we cast off from Rocky Point Pier in PoMo
at 9:30 AM sharp. Expected return time is 4:00 PM.*

Saturday, May 24 from 2-6 pm: Open House on the Future
of Riverview. Open houses are scheduled for the second round of
Riverview consultations with the theme of “creating goals”. At the
Dogwood Pavilion, Mike Butler Room, 624 Poirier Street, Coquitlam
(Entrance off Winslow Avenue). See more at: HYPERLINK “http://
renewingriverview.com” http://renewingriverview.com. Second
meeting on May 28.

Tues, May 27, 7:15pm: BMN Executive Commitee meeting at Anne’s

Wednesday, May 28 2014 from 4:30-7:30pm: Open House on the
Future of Riverview at Kyle Centre in Port Moody. Further open houses
are slated for September and sometime early in 2015.

Wednesday, May 28 2014 from 6-8 pm: HIKE the Lower Slopes
of Burke Mountain for $5.00. This is a hike sponsored by the City of
Coquitlam. Registration (461426) and signed waiver form is required.
This is a trip on a variety of forested trails in Pinecone Burke Provincial
Park while taking time to enjoy nature. The group will travel on
undulating trails taking in the reappearing spring vegetation in a
mature second growth forest. Roundtrip distance is 5.5 km (3.4 mi)
with a cumulative elevation gain of 110 m (360 ft). Please contact lan
(604. 939. 4039) for more info.

Saturday, May 31 from 9am-2:30 pm: Coquitlam River Watershed
Roundtable. This meeting will include updates on work conducted since
the last public meeting, facilitated sessions by experts in watershed
action planning, and a keynote by Drs. Luisa Maffi and David Rapport
who are specialists in ecosystem health and linking bio-cultural diversity
to the concept of eco-cultural health. Input from participants will set
a direction for a Lower Coquitlam River Watershed Action Plan that
will respond to the pressures affecting the health of the watershed.
Participants will identify strategies and priorities for the Watershed
Planning Task Group to apply to the Action Plan that will address the
pressures through 2014 and beyond. Everyone is welcome to take
part in this important next step. Updates on the watershed plan project
are available on the HYPERLINK “http://coquitlamriverwatershed.ca/
content/watershed-plan?utm_source=Coquitlam-+River+Watershe
d+Roundtable+List&utm_campaign=841db12c05-CRWR_eNews_
April_20144_23_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9390727f1d-
841db12c05-41111785” Roundtable website. At the Poirier Sports &
Leisure Complex, Coquitlam, BC. Doors open at 8:30 am for refreshments,
displays and networking. Registration is encouraged. Details on the
Agenda and Registration will be circulated early May.

Sunday, June 1 at 1 pm: BMN guided walk through the ‘Old
Orchard’ Area of Riverview. Don’t miss this rare opportunity to discover
the historic old orchard area at Riverview and view the enhancement
work done on Riverview Creek to improve fish habitat. Join Don
Gillespie and other BMN members for a 2-3 hour walk. Wear water-
resistant sturdy shoes or hiking boots and dress appropriately for the
weather. Meet at 1 pm on the uphill side of the Henry Esson Young
building. Banners and flags will help you find this building. For more
information, call Norma at 604-942-7378.

Wednesday, June 4 2014 at 7pm: Beginner Hiking Program to
the High Knoll in Minnekhada Regional Park $24.00. These are hikes
sponsored by the City of Coquitlam. Registration (461428) and signed
waiver form is required. Have you ever wanted to hike to the top of the
High Knoll in Minnekhada Regional Park, but did not know if you could
do it? Here is a great four step program for you to gain confidence to
accomplish your goal. The High Knoll has great views of the Pitt River
Valley, the TriCities, and mountains beyond. The roundtrip distance is
10 km (6 mi) with an elevation gain of 230 m (755 ft). This program will
start with an evening information session and slide show followed by a
short walk. We will progress with hikes in Belcarra Regional Park and
on Burke Mountain before our final hike and completing our goal. As it
is not just about the destination, we will take time to enjoy what nature
has to offer. Beginner Program dates: Wed. June 4, 7 to 9pm, Sat. June
14, 2 to 4pm, Sun. June 22, 2 to 5pm, Sat. June 28, 9am to 1pm. Please
contact lan (604. 939. 4039) for more info.

Thursday, June 5 2014 at 6:30pm: HIKES: Intermediate Hiking
Program to Diez Vistas in Buntzen Lake Recreation Area $24.00.
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These are hikes sponsored by the City of Coquitlam. Registration
(461447) and signed waiver form is required. Have you ever wanted
to hike Diez Vistas in the Buntzen Lake Recreation Area, but did not
know if you could do it? Here is a great four step program for you to
gain confidence to accomplish your goal. Diez Vistas is Spanish for
“ten views” and it offers spectacular views of Vancouver’s waterways
and mountains. This trail is steep at times and can be demanding. The
roundtrip distance is 15 km (9.4 mi) with an elevation gain of 455 m
(1500 ft). This program will start with an evening information session
and slide show followed by a short hike. We will progress with hikes
in Belcarra Regional Park and on Burke Mountain before our final hike
and completing our goal. As it is not just about the destination, we
will take time to enjoy what nature has to offer. Intermediate Program
dates: Thurs. June 5, 6:30 to 9pm Sat. June 14, 8am to 1pm, Sun. June
22, 8am to 1pm, Sat. June 29, 8am to 4pm. Please contact lan (604.
939. 4039) for more info.

Saturday, June 7 at 9 am and 3 pm: Join the Burke Mountain
Naturalists to enjoy views of the elusive lazuli buntings and other
migratory birds at Colony Farm Regional Park. 9am walk with
Larry Cowan; 3 pm walk with Jude and Al Grass. Walks will last
approximately 2 hours. Dress for the weather with water and a hat if
the day is hot. Meet in the parking lot at the end of Colony Farm Road.

Saturday, June 7 2014 at 10am: Coquitlam’s Outdoor Summer
Kick Off Event. The City of Coquitlam is hosting an Outdoor Summer Kick
Off Event from 10:00am — 1:00pm at the Glen Pine Pavilion. Spring into
summer and celebrate the great outdoors in your own neighborhood.
Check out this FREE event and outdoor programs that will keep you and
your family busy all summer long. Activities and fun to be enjoyed by all.

Sunday, June 8 from 8am-1pm: Woodland Walk Public Hike. To
celebrate the nineteenth anniversary of the creation of Pinecone Burke
Provincial Park, we will do an easy to moderate hike along the Woodland
Walk Trail. This trip will be advertised as a public hike. On this outing we
will travel through a lovely mature second growth forest and view Saw
Blade Falls. You should be prepared to cross a creek by boulder-hopping,
though there will be help in crossing safely. Participants should wear
sturdy hiking boots; bring a lunch and appropriate clothing for this 5
hour hike. A waiver needs to be signed to participate on all our outings.
Roundtrip distance is 9 km (5.6 mi) with an elevation gain of 300 m (985
ft). Please contact lan (604-939-4039) for more info.

Sunday, June 8 2014. BC Coastal Waterbird Survey along Shoreline
Trail. Port Moody’s Shoreline Trail is one of the locations for the BC
Coastal Waterbird Survey. Participants walk the length of the trail using
binoculars and telescopes to count the number and species of water
birds seen. The survey is conducted at high tide, so the starting times
vary. The survey is monthly. If you would like to take part in this survey,
contact Krista Englund [kenglund@alumni.sfu.ca or 604-468-8658].

Wednesday, June 11 at 7 pm: Colony Farm Park Association AGM
at the Park. Join us for light refreshments at 5:30 pm (but please phone
Norma 604-942-7378 to let us know you are coming for food). The
meeting will start at 7 pm followed by bat-watching at dusk.

Saturday, June 21 2014 at 8:15am: Birding with Larry at Grant
Narrows. Join BMN’s Larry Cowan and members of Nature Vancouver
for a half-day birding the Grant Narrows Area along the Pitt River Dyke
covering an area from Grant Narrows to Catbird Slough. The grass may
be long and in morning usually wet, so appropriate footwear is advised.
Later, the group will bird a short distance along the Grant Narrows
Nature Dyke hoping for an American Redstart, which was successfully
located here in 2013. When birding in the Polder in June, expect the
unexpected. Expected species are Bullock’s Oriole, Eastern Kingbird,
Gray Catbird, and Band-tailed Pigeon. Meet Larry at 8:15 in the

Grant Narrows’ parking lot. Carpools will then be arranged from the
starting point south from Grant Narrows on Rennie Rd. For more info,
call Larry at 604-465-1402.

Sunday, July 6 from 1-5 pm: Mid-summer Fete will be back at
Colony Farm Regional Park. The format will be slightly different this
year but join us for a touch of whimsy in a delightful setting! Hosted by
Metro Vancouver Parks. Free.

Summer Evening Botany Walks

by Victoria Otton

Join other BMN members for a series of evening botanizing walks.
Six gentle walks are planned for Thursday evenings over the summer
months, all starting at 7 PM. There is no leader for these walks.
Instead, we’ll learn how to identify plants from each other and from our
guide books. We will go rain or shine. No need to register — just show
up at the appointed time (7 PM) and place, bearing whatever plant
guidebooks you own or can borrow. Walks will last about 1.5 hrs.

For more info, please contact Victoria at votton@sfu.ca or 604.937.5379.
Any last minute questions, call/text Victoria at 778.960.5776.

Walk #1 Colony Farm Park
Thursday, May 22 2014 at 7:00 PM

Meet at 7 PM in the parking lot by the Community Gardens (at the
end of Colony Farm Road). We’ll walk along one of the hedgerows and
out onto a dyke. Washroom facilities available.

Walk #2 Coquitlam River near Lions Park, PoCo
Thursday, June 5 2013 at 7:00 PM

Meet in the Lions Park parking lot at 7 PM (located one short block
west of Shaughnessy, immediately south of Lougheed Hwy in PoCo.
No washroom facility available. We’ll walk south to view the rare and
endangered streambank lupine (Lupinus rivularis) which should be
blooming at this time, and then turn northward and continue along the
Traboulay Trail.

Walk #3 Woodhaven Swamp
Thursday, June 26 2014 at 7:00 PM

Meet in the Woodhaven Swamp parking lot at 7 PM (located along
the road to Belcarra Regional Park). This place is really a drowned
forest and as delightful as its name. Washroom facility available. If
you’re late arriving, we’ll be going clockwise on the 1.2 km trail that
loops around the swamp. THE PARK GATES CLOSE AT 9 PM, so we’ll end
this walk around 8:30 pm.

Walk #4 Mossom Creek Hatchery and Hatchery Lane
Thursday, July 17 2014 at 7:00 PM

Meet at 7 PM either at the foot of the road into the hatchery or at the
hatchery itself (to be determined). We can expect to see stink currants
(Ribes bracteosum), and lots of mosses. The walk up to the hatchery is
about 1 km uphill. More details to follow. No washrooms.

Walk #5 Miller Park Ravine
Thursday August 7 2014 at 7:00 PM

Meet at 7 PM in the parking lot for Miller Park located on Oakview St
in Coquitlam. The ravine here is a quiet and secret place that was once
proposed as a route for skytrain. No washrooms.

Walk #6 The loco Townsite
Thursday, August 28 2014 at 7:00 PM
Meet at 7 PM on 4th Avenue, near the old Community Centre. No
washrooms. There is a nice mix here of native plants and escapees from
the old gardens, and the nighthawks might be calling overhead.



Burke Mountain Naturalists
Hikes 2014

Please contact lan (604. 939. 4039) or Mark (604. 552 .0727) for more
info. For all of our hikes, participants are reminded to be self-sufficient
and to bring water, food, appropriate clothing, and sturdy footwear.
Hikers must be physically fit and will be required to sign a waiver
before participating. Participants who are not members of the Club
and/or BC Nature will be eligible for liability coverage under the BC
Nature insurance scheme for a maximum of three field trips. Also, as
we like to carpool, remember that drivers need to be reimbursed.

Monday, May 19: Pitt River Regional Greenway

Over the years, we have hiked much of the length of the Pitt River
on both its west and east sides. On this easy hike we will fill in one of
the gaps by walking the Pitt River Regional Greenway. Starting from the
foot of Harris Road in Pitt Meadows, we will hike west along the Fraser
River and then north along the Pitt River as far as Ferry Slip Landing
(near the Pitt River Bridge). We will enjoy beautiful views of mountains,
rivers, and working farmland, and have opportunities to view wildlife,
such as seal, muskrat, osprey, hawks, and ducks. Depending on time
and interest, we may carry on north of the bridge toward the Alouette
River. By utilizing a car shuttle, our hike will be one way. The distance
to Ferry Slip Landing is 10.2 km (6.4 mi). There is negligible change in
elevation. Meet at the ICBC Licensing Office (1930 Oxford Connector,
Port Coquitlam) at 9:00 am. Return 3:00 pm.

Sunday, June 8: Woodland Walk

To celebrate the nineteenth anniversary of the creation of Pinecone
Burke Provincial Park, we will do an easy to moderate hike along the
Woodland Walk Trail. This trip will be advertised as a public hike and
we are looking for people willing to help lead or assist a leader. On this
outing, we will travel through a lovely mature second growth forest
and view Saw Blade Falls. You should be prepared to cross a few small
creeks by easy boulder hopping, though there will be help in crossing
safely. Roundtrip distance is 11.5 km (7.2 mi) with an elevation gain of
300 m (985 ft). Meet at the top of Harper Road (off Coast Meridian) at
8:00 am. Return 1:00 pm.

See BMN wehsite for complete list of 2014 Hikes.

Elaine receives Hungerford
Stewardship Award from the
Pacific Salmon Foundation

Elaine felt extremely
honoured to receive the
Hungerford Stewardship
Award from the Pacific Salmon
Foundation at a banquet on
April 30. This award comes
with a $10,000 cheque to be
given to a salmon project of
the recipient’s choice so, as
Elaine says, the Mossom Creek
Hatchery rebuild seemed to
be an obvious choice given
their challenging efforts to
rebuild the hatchery after a
devastating fire last December.
photo: B. Brandhorst
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Action Item of the Month -
Help Keep Humpback Whales
as a Species at Risk s suine cous

The down-listing of humpback whales as a species at risk by the
federal government has been receiving considerable attention in the
press recently. What you may not realize is that public feedback on this
decision is being solicited until May 19. Thus, every BMN member has
an opportunity to submit their heartfelt comments on this topic. We
really encourage you to do so (see below for more information).

While it is true that humpback whales have undergone an
encouraging increase in population since whaling was stopped, the
government has been dragging its heels for many years to designate
any critical habitat for them. What made their lack of action especially
suspicious is that biologists had designated some of this critical
habitat to be right in the path (see map) that oil tankers would cross
on their way out to the Pacific Ocean from Enbridge’s proposed marine
terminal in Kitimat (where residents recently resoundingly voted NO to
constructing a terminal).

The federal government is notorious for failing to take action to
protect species at risk. In fact, it was only in February, in a court
case brought forward by Ecojustice, that the Federal Court ruled the
Minister of Environment and Minister of Fisheries and Oceans acted
unlawfully in delaying for several years the production of recovery
strategies for the Pacific humpback whale, Nechako white sturgeon,
marbled murrelet and the southern mountain caribou. This court
case represented a major victory for the David Suzuki Foundation,
Greenpeace Canada, Sierra Club BC, Wilderness Committee and
Wildsight on whose behalf Ecojustice brought the case forward.
Another 167 species at risk still await similar action. The government
was at least 5 years overdue in developing recovery plans when this
significant Court victory was announced this February.

In this long intervening period, COSEWIC, a committee of scientists
had re-evaluated the status of the humpback whales and had
determined that their population levels were increasing and may
not merit a threatened designation any more. However, there seems
not to have been a complete consensus on this. For example, when
comments were solicited from various organizations with expertise,
only 5 supported the down-listing, 13 were opposed and another 4 were
undecided saying that additional studies were needed prior to making
any decision. This was hardly overwhelming support for down-grading
of their status to only a species of concern (for which a recovery strategy
is not required). The undue haste of the government to finally follow this
recommendation from COSEWIC stands in sharp contract to their failure
to take positive actions to protect species at risk. For example, COSEWIC
has recommended emergency actions be taken by the government to
protect bats in eastern Canada who are hugely threatened by the white
nose syndrome. This recommendation has been totally ignored by the
federal government. If the government had decided to down-list the
status of humpback whale but had, at the same time, finally created
officially designated habitat for the remaining species at risk, their
actions would have appeared far less hypocritical.

Before May 19, please send an email to <Julie HYPERLINK
“mailto:Stewart@dfo-mpo.gc.ca” Stewart@dfo-mpo.gc.ca>. Julie
Stewart is the Director, Species at Risk Program Management, Fisheries
and Oceans Canada, Ottawa. Here is some suggested wording for your
email. Do not copy this exactly but use your own words.

“l am writing in response to the notice published in the Canada
Gazette on April 19, 2014, concerning the re-listing of Northern



Pacific humpback whales from “threatened” to “species of concern.” |
am gravely concerned this decision represents a backward step in the
recovery of these whales.

I understand that the Department of Fisheries and Oceans proposed
only last October to designate critical habitat for the humpbacks and
to undertake monitoring and studies to determine the extent of their
actual recovery—particularly, to investigate the genetic diversity of two
apparently distinct feeding groups using our northern and southern
waters. At the time, DFO scientists stated that more work was needed
to determine whether or not these two groups were actually distinct
breeding groups. | am advised that this work has not been completed
and that the results will be informative as to whether or not the
humpbacks have achieved population numbers adequate to allow them
to continue to recover.

The decision to downgrade the listing of humpback whales
proceeded with such uncharacteristic haste (for a decision under the
Species at Risk Act) that | can only conclude that the government’s
stated intention to approve the Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline is
the driving force behind it. | am deeply disturbed to discover that the
government would deliberately expose these whales to the known harm
of tanker traffic without even waiting to complete the studies its own
scientists consider necessary to determine the health of the population.

| want the re-listing of this species put on hold until such time as the
DFO has completed its work and can provide a realistic recovery target
for B.C.’s humpback whales. To do otherwise makes a mockery of the
Species at Risk Act and places Canada in contempt of its international
commitments to the protection of biodiversity. Sincerely, your name”
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Legend for Map: Locations of the four critical habitat areas a.
Southeast Moresby Island, b. Langara Island, c. Southwest Vancouver
Island, d. Gil Island (DFO 2009). The existence of other areas of
critical habitat for Humpback Whales in B.C. is likely. North Pacific
Humpback Whale critical habitat is comprised of four distinct
geographic areas; the locations of critical habitat are shown. Critical
habitat consists of all of the area within the identified geographic
boundaries, and includes the biophysical features and attributes
that are necessary for the species to carry out specific functions
associated with its life processes.

The four identified critical habitat areas have particularly

high and persistent seasonal abundance of whales. The boundaries to
delineate these areas were drawn to include the majority of sightings
in areas used habitually over many years.

INCLUDEPICTURE “http://www.registrelep-sararegistry.gc.ca/
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Education-Conservation
Report By Elaine Golds

April has been a busy month with events scheduled for most
weekends with the exception of the Easter weekend which was,
thankfully, kept free for some much-needed family time. We had 3
walks at Riverview in April with good weather for each event. Don did
an excellent job of leading a walk through the backyard areas just
as the Bleeding Hearts were coming into bloom and the Indian Plum
looked its best with its tiny white blossoms and bright lime-green new
leaves. The following Sunday, Don led a heritage walk through the
Riverview grounds which, again, was well attended. Finally in late April,
Norma led a tree tour for the Riverview Horticultural Centre Society.
With Mary now finding it difficult to lead walks on the uneven ground,
a lot of responsibility is falling on Norma’s shoulders for these tours.
What would we do without the ongoing volunteer help from those
fabulous Gillespies?

On April 12, some BMN members participated in BROKE’s pipeline
walk along the route the pipeline could possibly follow through Burnaby
to the Westridge terminal. With Kinder Morgan still not even decided
on a final pipeline route, it seems quite inappropriate to be moving into
the hearing stage with the National Energy Board. | attended the rally
near Westridge where | heard some great speeches from MP Kennedy
Stewart and Burnaby Mayor, Derek Corrigan. Once again, we were
blessed with wonderful weather.

May promises to be a busy month as well with the Fingerling
Festival on May 3, the Colony Farm Partners Event and birding tour on
May 10, another Riverview Tree walk on May 11, a knotweed removal
at DeBoville Slough on May 24, our Boat trip up Indian Arm on May 24
followed by the Coquitlam River Watershed Roundtable workshop on
May 31. In addition there will be two more Riverview Open Houses
which we encourage all our members to attend and submit comments
to the Renewing Riverview process. Is it any wonder that when
summer comes, our volunteers look forward to some free time without
the obligation to participate in community events every weekend?

Port Moody Adopts a New Official Community Plan (OCP)

To my dismay, Port Moody council has adopted a new OCP with
some fatal flaws. Only Councillors Zoe Royer and Rick Glumac were
opposed. | think that other members of Council had stopped listening
to the public several meetings prior to the final hearing. The new plan
contains no limits on high-rise heights or the density to be achieved on
the Flavelle Cedar Mill site next to Rocky Point Park. Other sites were
designated with building heights but had no limits on density. | fear
this will leave the door wide open to developers. The Flavelle Cedar
Mill site which Councillor Glumac wisely suggested should become
about one-third dedicated park space is a key area for the City. It is not
even actual land but is a former intertidal area composed mostly of fill
from the millworks. Fortunately, the mill shows no signs of closing in
the near future so, | suppose, the controversial debate over its future
won’t be happening soon. While we did achieve the inclusion of some
rather weak wording about possibility of daylighting streams in the
older part of Port Moody, we lost the strong wording in the old OCP

about prohibiting tree removal during the nesting season. The



new wording simply says that Council “will endeavor to protect nesting
birds by restricting tree cutting and vegetation removal during the
nesting season”. The old OCP stated the City will require compliance
with the bird nest season policy. Similarly, the new OCP states that the
City will encourage and regulate the retention and planting of trees
while the old OCP said the City will require the retention and planting
of trees. We will be left with much weaker policies on tree protection
as a result of these changes. No member of the public requested these
changes so the impetus for them must have originated with City staff.

Renewing Riverview

In mid April, some members of the BMN Executive and EdCon
Committee (i.e., mainly those who are retired and, thus, are available
to attend daytime meetings) met with BC Housing staff to discuss our
vision for Riverview. We were asked to put our thoughts in writing
which I will attempt to undertake sometime in May with input from
other key BMN members. We also received feedback from BC Housing
on the public consultation to date. The first round of Open Houses were
well attended. Those who participated wanted to see mental health
care continue to be offered at Riverview as well as protection of the
green spaces and restoration of the heritage buildings. A small portion
of people also apparently supported building social (i.e., affordable)
housing on the site. Frankly, | don’t see how this could possibly be
successful. Apart from impacts of new construction on the trees, social
housing only works when it is mixed in with market housing. Offering
only social housing at Riverview would, in effect, create a ghetto and
stigmatize the site. We can’t let this happen. Working to build a centre
of excellence for health care and offering other compatible services is
surely the best solution for the site. | hope that people will attend the
upcoming Open Houses (May 24 and 28) and speak strongly against
creating social housing at Riverview. The results from the first set of
Open Houses have now been summarized in a report posted by BC
Housing to their renewingriverview.com website.

Colony Farm Update

Several BMN members attended Metro Vancouver’s Celebrating
Partners event on April 26. This annual event is meant to thank all those
who volunteer in Metro Vancouver’s Parks and provide them with a good
introduction to Regional Parks that they don’t often have an opportunity
to visit. Thus, most of our participating members enjoyed tours to
other regional parks. However, as | am Chair of the Colony Farm Park
Association, | was asked to join the tour through Colony Farm which was
led by Alison Evely of Metro Vancouver. | am really glad that | did as we
had a great tour with a stop at the Vancouver Avian Research Centre’s
banding station plus a very informative tour of the area where BCIT is
conducting a vole study in rehabilitated old field habitat.

Experimental Lakes Area (ELA)
Saved - for at least 5 years

By Elaine Golds

The world-renowned Experimental Lakes Area on the border of
Ontario and Manitoba has been a place where outstanding research
has been conducted for 46 years. Scientists there have diagnosed
the effects of pollutants such as mercury, phosphate and synthetic
hormones on aquatic life. It was one of the fundamental research
programs axed by the Harper government in one of their horrible
“Omnibus” budget bills in 2012. | suspect one of the reasons they
did not like this program (in addition to the critical information it
provided) was that a key researcher who initiated this innovative
research program on 58 remote lakes was Dr. David Schindler,
an outspoken critic of the tar sands and a scientist who now
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does research on the ecological damage caused by tar sands bitumen
extraction. Finally, a temporary solution has been found for the ELA which
will keep the research programs funded for a few years. The program
will now be managed by the International Institute for Sustainable
Development, a Winnipeg-based think tank. Like all such programs,
longer term funding will likely be a challenge to find. My vote in the
upcoming federal elections in 2015 will go to the party that promises to
re-establish the ELA and continue to support this critical research.

April Nature and Feederwatch

The whiteboard from the April 8th meeting listed the following:
e Abeaver in the Pitt River - lan
e Hummingbirds in Port Moody - Paul
e Seven Painted turtles at Deboville Slough - Christina
e Yellow-rumped Warblers at Colony Farm - Anne Holt
2 Mountain Bluebirds at Colony Farm - John & Elaine
The best watcher report this month goes to Hilary. She recorded
50 bird species at Colony Farm on April 20th! That is amazing, Hilary.

It seems also to have been a month for hummingbird sightings! lan
noted that he is seeing and hearing more this year than he can
remember! Has anyone else noticed this apparent increase? | have
two regularly coming to my feeder after more than six years of not
seeing any here.

Bill and Sue Aaroe have 2 feeders on their deck and on one occasion
had more than 15 hummers - both Anna’s and Rufous - chasing
and feeding. Bill comments that he read somewhere “if you see a
single hummingbird, you actually have 6!!! There are good numbers
reported near Old Orchard Park in Port Moody as well.

Christina also saw a Western Meadowlark, American Kestrel,
Northern Shrike and two playful otters at Colony Farm, March 29th, on
a walk led by Larry Cowan.

April 9th, | watched two Wood Peewees catching insects from a tree
in the garden, in early evening, flying up and then returning to the same
branch. On one occasion, a hummingbird alit on the branch at the same
time and for a second in time I could see the flash of its throat feathers
as it saw the peewee and quickly took off again. If | had not had the
binoculars trained on the spot, | would have missed it completely.

An Osprey reappeared at Como Lake on April 10th. These birds
regularly fish there during the summer months: this time several dives
proved unsuccessful in catching any fish.

On April 16, I took a small group of people from Dogwood Pavilion
on a walk around Como Lake. Despite the rain, we saw quite a lot
including a cormorant, fairly close to shore that we watched for some
time. It was fishing. Just before it dived underwater, the body slowly
sank until it was only just visible, then the bird leaped into the dive. |
have not been close enough to see this behaviour before.

On April 19, there were a great many Tree Swallows diving low over
the water at the Lake. | have not seen so many for a few years. Later
in the month as the weather warmed, they were mere dots, flying very
high. The constant twittering is a joy to hear.

On April 24, a friend and | saw a large wading bird feeding at the edge of
the water along the dike of the North Alouette river near Neaves Road. As it
flew off, it revealed a white rump and tail. Hilary confirmed my guess of a
Greater Yellowlegs. This was a first sighting of this species for me.

On April 27, Bill & Sue were walking on the dyke south of Dominion
Ave, and counted 18 herons as well as a very large black bear! It’s
unusual to have such a gathering of herons this late in the spring. Most

are nesting by now. It would be good to know where they were



On April 28 at Reeve slough, behind Riverside School, lan was
surprised to see a Wood Duck and a Ring-necked Duck swimming
together. A large moving ripple revealed a beaver, which came within 3
metres of him and appeared very curious. Perhaps animals sometimes
enjoy watching humans, too!

As | write this article, a pair of juncos are at the feeder. They did nest
in my garden several years ago, under the bluebell leaves in the flower
garden. Perhaps they will again, since most juncos have already left
the area. There are a few nesting records locally.

Good wildlife watching for May! Liz Thunstrom
i BN

Young Naturalists (writers of the article) learning about what kind of horsetails they’ve
found from Jeremiah, leader of the Explorer Day, and former member of the Vancouver
YNC. Photo: N. Nakaya

BMN Young Naturalists Club
April Explorer Day:

Nature Walk at DeBoville Slough with Jeremiah Kennedy

On Saturday, April 26, 2014, the Burke Mountain Young Naturalists
enjoyed a sunny spring walk along DeBoville Slough with Jeremiah
Kennedy, SFU biology student and former YNC member. They observed
many different birds, plants and even a couple of surprises. Jada and
Dylan Betts (age 9 and 6) share some of their thoughts:

Dylan: I loved the walk. It was very natural and beautiful. We found
some very cool horsetails. Jeremiah told us that they were living when
the dinosaurs were living, and they were actually huge trees!

Jada: We saw different kinds of horsetails, like the skinny leaf-like
ones, the ones with wider stalks but closed in leaves, and the ones
with spores. | liked how Jeremiah had a lot of books about nature. He
had a plant book, an animal book, a bird book and a butterfly book.

(I have a book from the same series as his. It’s called Bugs of British
Columbia.) He looked things up for us, like the Giant Horsetail. He
showed us how salmonberry and thimbleberry are good as shelter for
birds, but that invasive plants like blackberry and Japanese knotweed
are taking over. He taught us that a huge cottonwood tree can drop a
branch and a new tree will grow from that!

Dylan: We got to see a beautiful red hummingbird.

Jada: Jeremiah let us see it through his telescope. It was very
interesting because the telescope made the hummingbird much closer
than the binoculars. With the binoculars, | could only see the shape but
through the telescope I could see how red and fluffy it was. | could see
patterns and other details.

Dylan: We also saw a bird that says, “Put on the tea kettle-ettle-
ettle!” It was great how Jeremiah could do very good bird calls.

Jada: It was a song sparrow. It was pretty cool to hear all the
different bird songs around us. We saw a blue heron and three painted
turtles and a pair of wood ducks. It was really lively around us

with all the animals! But when | saw the blueberry farms, | thought the
farm people must not like the birds around because they eat the crops,
whereas the slough encourages birds to come.

Dylan: Jeremiah was actually very cool. Is he like a scientist or
something?

BMN Archives Report
- Excerpts from Previous May

NeWSletters by Anne Holt

May 2001 “Fin Donnelly’s Presentation® oy Lori Austin

I was heartened to hear and see Fin Donnelly’s presentation on the
“Fraser 2000 Spirit of the Salmon Swim” at the club meeting in March.
Although | have heard many environmental messages before, this
one struck home, coming from a person who has been “one with the
river”. .... I sensed from his talk that one of his main goals in speaking
to groups and doing swims is to inspire communities to take on “the
swim” in whatever form is necessary to create positive changes in our
respective environments.

He used a metaphor designed to reach those who see the
environment in mainly economic terms. He spoke of “natural capital”
i.e. the natural resources that the earth provides. At one time, there
was plenty of natural capital for us to live off; in fact, we could live off
the “interest. Now, with our growing populations and ever increasing
consumption of resources, we are using the “principal’. We are living
unsustainably, and we need to make a paradigm shift in our thinking
about our everyday habits.

Fin then gave us some facts, good and bad, on our own Fraser river
system: He explained some of the problems and pointed out solutions. .

also May 2001“The Gillespies are Top Volunteers in Port
Coquitlam!” by Flaine Golds

Well, most BMNers already know what super volunteers Norma
and Don Gillespie are. Quite frankly, many of the activities associated
with BMN are issues and tasks undertaken by Norma and Don. Thus,
we were delighted when the City of Port Coquitlam chose to honour
Don and Norma with two of their volunteer recognition awards in
April. These awards, sponsored by BC Gas, have been presented
each year since 1997 to some of the very worthy volunteers in Port
Coquitlam. This year, the awards were given out in five categories. We
were thrilled when Don won the Environment Award and Norma won
in the category of Heritage and Cultural Awareness. These awards
were presented at the Port Coquitlam Council Meeting with a lovely
ceremony followed by cake and coffee.

May 2002 “Spotted Tiger Moth at Colony Farm” vy A/ Grass

Without a doubt, the best-known member of the Tiger Moth
family is the Banded Wooly bear. It is one of about 200 “Tigers” in
North America. The caterpillars are called wooly bears because their
bodies are armed with protected hairs. This is a good defense, since
most birds will not eat hairy caterpillars. Adults of species such as
the Garden Tiger have a black and orange ‘tiger’ pattern. Black and
orange colour patterns of both larvae and adults serve as ‘warning’
colours, for example, warning of toxins or irritating hairs. The Spotted
Tiger or Tussock caterpillar, found at Colony Farm, feeds on Red Alder
and willows. Its usual pattern is black/orange, but black/yellow variants
are not uncommon.

May 2003 “BNN Hikes for 2003" by /an McArthur
..... Saturday, August - Burke Mountain Summit; Ascending Burke

Jﬁ_n‘ecome a club tradition, but this year’s climb offers a variation on
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the summit by way of Munro and Dennett Lakes rather than the more
usual South Slope Trail. Although this route is about 5 km shorter
(return), it does require an additional 240m of elevation gain. But the
extra uphill effort is more than repaid by the opportunity to see the
ridge’s two large lakes as well as take in the summit’s eye pleasing
views. Round trip distance is 15 km and elevation gain is 1120 m. Meet
at the Quarry Road parking lot of Minnekhada Regional Park.

May 2004 ‘“Announcements” page

BMN Riverview Group meets at Victoria’s to develop a “Vision
for Riverview’s Future” and work on a short report to present to the
Coquitlam’s Riverview Task Force. If you are concerned about the
future of these lands and want to help write a report, please join us. We
anticipate our vision will include a Botanical Garden, preservation of
natural areas, day-lighting of streams, fish and wildlife enhancement
as well as a continuing role for mental health care services.

May 2004 “Nature & Feeder Watch for May 2004” by Rozanne Thomson

Here at our home, our neighbours drew our attention to a nestin a
cherry tree. It looks like a long heelless sock, grey in colour. We were
able to tell them that they are blessed with a pair of Bushtits. They
both make regular forays from their nest to our suet feeder, sometimes
both at the same time. They do not however, go straight back to their
nest but veer off to another area. This may be a means of diverting
possible predators or they may just be processing the suet into what is
digestible for their offspring. The Bushtits have become quite unafraid
of us and we see them regularly around our house now, scanning the
trees for insects.

Welcome to our new
membezrs!

We are very pleased to welcome the following new members to the
club over the past couple of months. Please look out for them at the
next meeting or hike and extend your own personal welcome.

Anmore Coleen Hackinen & Glen Coutts
Coquitlam Yoshiko & Masami Hasegawa
Phillip Buchan & Miho Kitamoto
Kevin Hood & Jeanette Campbell
New Westminster Linda Asgiersson
Port Coquitlam Glen Stedham
Joyce Gudaitis
Pitt Meadows Rhian Piprell
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