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BMN Hike: Ridge Park and 
Lower Slopes of Eagle Ridge
Saturday, March 8, 2014 By Mark Johnston 

	 For our first hike of the year, we planned to stay close to home, 
sampling some of Coquitlam’s Ridge Park trails and extending our trip 
by walking along the Interior to Lower Mainland Transmission Line—
now being twinned—toward the Coquitlam River. The forecast was 
not particularly promising; it called for periods of rain, beginning in the 
morning. But when, after awaking, I looked 
out my kitchen window, I could see the cloud 
ceiling was fairly high and was hopeful we 
might have an hour or two of dry conditions 
before the storm set in. 

	The forecast didn’t seem to be a deterrent 
as 13 showed up at our meeting spot, 
Panorama Heights Elementary School. After 
the usual preliminaries, we crossed Panorama 
Boulevard, climbed two sets of concrete steps, 
and started up the well-graded switchbacks 
toward Ridge Park. En route we had good 
views to the east. Below us was Lafarge Lake; 
in the middle distance, Grant Hill, Sumas 
Mountain, and Vedder Ridge; and on the 
horizon, the Cascade Mountains, their tops 
obscured by cloud. 

	On the tenth switchback we entered the 
forest and, after a couple of more easy zigzags, 
began to climb more steeply. The wide track 
narrowed and became rougher. We forded 
North Hoy Creek with care, where, upslope, 
the creek comes tumbling down a series of 
short steps, its silvery waters brightening an 
otherwise drab second-growth forest. When safely across, we turned 
left and resumed climbing. 

Where the trail begins to level, we left the maintained trail for an 
unofficial route that provides access to the park’s best viewpoint. When 
I first came across this viewpoint, 15 or more years ago, it seemed 
as though very few parties were visiting it. The route into it was not 
well marked and there was a profusion of vegetation around it. But in 
recent years access has been improved and, regrettably, much of the 
vegetation cleared away. There used to be a nice little natural “bench” 
to sit on, but it has long since disappeared. Apparently, someone 
decided he preferred a level clearing to one with “furniture.” As we 
arrived at the viewpoint just as the wind was picking up and a light 
rain beginning to fall, we were not of a mind to make ourselves too 
comfortable anyway. On this day the better views were behind us, and 
we hastened on deeper into the forest. 

	Both lower down and here at the top of the park, we noticed that a 
contractor had thinned the densely growing trees. The city, concerned 
about fire, has undertaken this work to reduce the amount of available 
fuel. Whatever one makes of the possibility of fire threatening nearby 
homes, an unintended benefit of the work has been to open up the 
forest to greater sunlight, which will lead in time to the restoration of a 
more diverse understory.

After we left the viewpoint, I was surprised to discover that as a 
result of the work—another unintended consequence?—there is now 

a wide chip-mulched track connecting 
with the ridge top trail. This new track runs 
parallel to the older, rougher route, now 
largely disturbed. It was nice to see that a 
couple of contorted cedars were left alone. 
One cedar, of moderate age, bends back 
toward the ground before resuming its 
heavenward reach.

Back on official trails, we hiked along the 
height of the ridge and then dropped down 
to emerge on Parkway Boulevard. We passed 
by a few houses, noting chickadees and a 
lone junco foraging in a front yard garden. 
Then, leaving Parkway, we used a dedicated 
path to cross the Westwood Plateau Golf 
and Country Club’s course and access the 
transmission line right-of-way. By now it 
was raining steadily and those of us with 
umbrellas were happy to deploy them.

Heading east along the transmission line, 
we noted the widened right-of-way and saw 
new towers under construction. Curiously, 
a small crew was raking the ground in the 

newly cleared corridor. One would of thought 
a small bulldozer would have been more effective! 

	When we reached Plateau Boulevard, we had to make a decision 
whether to continue along the right-of-way to a viewpoint above the 
gravel pits or to abandon our secondary destination and return to 
Ridge Park. As the rain was, if anything, getting heavier, we opted for 
returning to the forest and whatever cover it offered from the elements. 
Turning downhill, we passed through North Hoy Creek Park. This little 
park, surrounded by houses, is misnamed, since the creek that flows 
through it is not the northern tributary, but rather the main stem, of 
Hoy Creek. In the heart of the park, we heard a Steller’s jay giving its 
raucous call. 

	After walking a few residential streets, we re-entered Ridge Park 
and circled round to the switchbacks on which we had begun. Given 
the weather, we could have expected that we might have been the only 
party using the park’s trails, but that was most certainly not the case. 

Ridge Park viewpoint, looking east.  photo:  T. Puls
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We were surprised by the number of people walking in the park, but 
gratified to see so many out enjoying our backyard natural areas. 

Announcements:
Wednesday, June 11, 7pm: Colony Farm Park Association AGM 

and bat-watch (at dusk) at the Park. Join the Colony Farm Park 
Association for light refreshments starting at 5:30 pm (but please 
phone Elaine, 604-937-3483, to let us know you are coming for food). 
The Annual General Meeting will start at 7 pm followed by guest 
speaker, Ron Wood, Acting Manager for the Central Area Parks. This 
is a great opportunity to ask Ron questions about management and 
projects planned for Colony Farm Park. At dusk, we will count the bats 
emerging from the bunkhouse. If you stay for this activity, please bring 
a jacket and avoid the use of insecticides, which could harm the bats 
that feast on the mosquitoes. This is also a good time to renew or start 
your annual membership in the Colony Farm Park Association ($15 
families, $10 individuals).

Saturday, June 14, 10am: Coquitlam’s Outdoor: Summer Kick Off 
Event. The City of Coquitlam is hosting an Outdoor Summer Kick Off 
event from 10am – 1pm at the Glen Pine Pavilion. Spring into summer 
and celebrate the great outdoors in your own neighborhood. Check out 
this free event and outdoor programs that will keep you and your family 
busy all summer long. Activities and fun to be enjoyed by all!
	 Tuesday, June 17, 7:15 pm: BMN Education-Conservation Committee 
meeting at Elaine’s. This will be our last meeting until September (yeah!). 
Wear a jacket as we may sit outside, weather permitting.
	 Saturday, June 21, 2014, 8am: Colony Farm Park Bird Banding 
Family Day. Join members of the Vancouver Avian Research Centre 
at Colony Farm Regional Park. Discover techniques for monitoring 
migratory birds and the ecosystem dynamics of wild bird populations. 
(Park at the Shaughnessy St. entrance to Colony Farm Regional Park). 
To preregister or for information, see www.birdvancouver.com. Note, this 
Family Day event will also take place on Saturday July 19 & August 16.
	 Saturday, June 21, 8:15am: Birding with Larry at Grant Narrows. 
Join BMN’s Larry Cowan and members of Nature Vancouver for a half-day 
birding in the Grant Narrows Area along the Pitt River Dike covering an 
area from Grant Narrows to Catbird Slough. The grass may be long (and 
in morning is usually wet) so appropriate footwear is advised. The group 
will bird a short distance along the Grant Narrows Nature Dike hoping for 
an American Redstart, which was successfully located here in 2013. When 
birding in the Polder in June, expect the unexpected. Anticipated species 
are Bullock’s Oriole, Eastern Kingbird, Gray Catbird, and Band-tailed 
Pigeon. Meet Larry at 8:15am in the Grant Narrows’ parking lot. Carpools 
will then be arranged from the starting point south from Grant Narrows on 
Rannie Rd. For more info, call Larry at 604 465-1402.
	 Wednesday, June 25, 7pm: Port Moody is hosting a Town Hall style 
meeting regarding the Kinder Morgan pipeline project. There will be 
an opportunity to ask questions, with priority apparently to be given to 
Port Moody residents. BMN member, Rod MacVicar, who has a great 
understanding of the amazing biodiversity in Burrard Inlet, will be one 
of the panel members. People are asked to pre-register. See the City of 
Port Moody’s website for more information as it is released.
	 Thursday, June 26, 7pm:  Summer Evening Botany Walk #3 - 
Woodhaven Swamp. Meet in the Woodhaven Swamp parking lot at 
7 PM (located along the road to Belcarra Regional Park). This place 
is really a drowned forest and is delightful as its name. Washroom 
facilities are available. If you’re late arriving, we’ll be going clockwise 
on the 1.2 km trail that loops around the swamp. Park gates close at 
9pm. so we’ll end this walk around 8:30 pm. No need to register 
– just show up at 7pm bearing whatever plant guidebooks you 

own or can borrow. Walk will last about 1.5 hrs. For more info, contact 
Victoria at 604-937-5379.
 	 Sunday, July 6 from 1-5pm: Mid-Summer Fete at Colony Farm 
Regional Park. Enjoy music, dance, art, garden tours, a labyrinth, 
storytelling, community garden tours, workshops, farmer’s market and 
a whimsical afternoon tea party. The Park Association will be there with 
(BMN’s) children’s wildlife puzzles. Shuttle from Lougheed Skytrain Station. 
	 Sunday, July 6, 1pm:  oin the Riverview Horticultural Centre 
Society for a tour of the trees at Riverview with a focus on the Lindens. 
Linger for linden tea. Meet on the uphill side of the Henry Esson Young 
building (follow Holly Road through the site; midway, turn uphill on Oak 
Crescent and the HEY building will be on your right at Kalmia Drive. See 
www.rhcs.org for more info.
	 Saturday, July 12, 10:30am: Creatures of the Not-So-Deep – An 
MV Parks Event. At Belcarra Regional Park, your children can catch, 
observe and release beach creatures you collect in a seine net. Allow 
an hour or more and expect to get muddy. At the Belcarra Bay Beach 
picnic area where the tents are. 
	 Sunday, July 13: BC Coastal Waterbird Survey along the Shoreline 
Trail. Port Moody’s Shoreline Trail is one of the locations for the BC 
Coastal Waterbird Survey. Participants walk the length of the trail using 
binoculars and telescopes to count the number and species of water 
birds seen. The survey is conducted at high tide, so the starting times 
vary. The survey is monthly. If you would like to take part in this survey, 
contact Krista Englund at 604-468-8658.
	 Sunday, July 13, 6-9 pm: Mossom Creek Salmon BBQ and Fund-
raiser to help restore the hatchery.  At the Port Moody City Hall Galleria, 
100 Newport Drive. Tickets $45 each.   Purchase tickets at www.
mossomcreek.org or phone 604-787-9758.
	 Thursday, July 17, 7pm: Summer Evening Botany Walk #4 - 
Mossom Creek Hatchery and Hatchery Lane. Meet at 7pm either at 
the foot of the road into the hatchery or at the hatchery itself (to be 
determined). We can expect to see stink currants (Ribes bracteosum), 
and lots of mosses. The walk up to the hatchery is about 1 km uphill. 
More details to follow. No washrooms...no hatchery, either. Remember, 
it burned down last December. Your financial assistance for the rebuild 
would be much appreciated. See www.mossomcreek.org for how you 
can help.
	 Thursday, July 17, 7:30 pm: Join the Riverview Horticultural Centre 
Society for a tour of the trees at Riverview with a focus on the Lindens. 
Linger for linden tea. Meet on the uphill side of the Henry Esson Young 
building (follow Holly Road through the site; midway, turn uphill on Oak 
Crescent and the HEY building will be on your right at Kalmia Drive. See 
www.rhcs.org for more info.

Thursday, August 7, 7pm:  Summer Evening Botany Walk #5 
- Miller Park Ravine. Meet at 7pm in the parking lot for Miller Park 
located on Oakview St in Coquitlam. The ravine here is a quiet and 
secret place that was once proposed as a route for skytrain (BMN 
protested, people listened). No washrooms.

Sunday, August 10. BC Coastal Waterbird Survey along Shoreline 
Trail. Participants walk the length of the trail using binoculars and 
telescopes to count the number and species of water birds seen. This 
monthly survey is conducted at high tide, so starting times vary. If you 
would like to take part, contact Krista Englund at 604-468-8658.

Sunday, August 10 at 1 pm:  Join the Riverview Horticultural Centre 
Society for a tour of the trees at Riverview with a focus on the giant 
bean trees and trees on the north end of the site. Meet on the uphill 
side of the Henry Esson Young building (follow Holly Road through the 
site; midway, turn uphill on Oak Crescent and the HEY building will be 

on your right at Kalmia Drive. See www.rhcs.org for more info.
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Thursday, August 28 at 7pm:  Summer Evening Botany Walk #6 - 
The Ioco Townsite. Meet at 7pm on 4th Avenue, near the old Community 
Centre. No washrooms. There is a nice mix here of native plants and 
escapees from the old gardens; the nighthawks are likely to be calling 
overhead.

Throughout the summer, please remember to watch our websites for 
updates on upcoming events and other activities. These summer events 
offer a great opportunity to learn more about and enjoy the wonderful 
natural places we have in the Tri-Cities and surrounding areas.

Burke Mountain
Naturalists Hikes 2014
Please contact Ian (604.939.4039) or Mark (604.552.0727)  
for more info.

For all of our hikes, participants are reminded to be self-sufficient 
and to bring water, food, appropriate clothing, and sturdy footwear. 
Hikers must be physically fit and will be required to sign a waiver 
before participating. Participants who are not members of the Club 
and/or BC Nature will be eligible for liability coverage under the BC 
Nature insurance scheme for a maximum of three field trips. Also, as 
we like to carpool, remember that drivers need to be reimbursed. 

Saturday, June 21, 5pm: Club Solstice Cycle along the Coquitlam 
River. To welcome the first day of summer and to celebrate the 
longest day of the year we will offer an evening cycle trip of the lower 
Coquitlam River. This is a 32 km circuit that takes in trails and roads on 
both sides of the Coquitlam River with minimal elevation change. Note, 
this is not the usual PoCo trail circuit. Meet in the parking lot at the 
south end of Colony Farm Road in Colony Farm Regional Park at 5pm. 
Return 9:30pm. Please contact Ian (604-939-4039) for more info.

Sunday, July 20 at 7am:  Bear Mountain. wwwwThis hike is a 
moderate to strenuous hike near Harrison Hot Springs. Most of the 
hike is on an old gradual switchback road to ease the elevation gain. 
Great views of Harrison Lake, the upper part of the Fraser Valley, and 
surrounding mountains are well worth the effort. The final viewpoint has 
been called “eye-popping”. Roundtrip distance is 18 km (11.3 mi) with 
an elevation gain of 1000 m (3280 ft). Meet at 7:00 am. Return 6:00 pm. 
Please contact Ian (604-939-4039) for more info. Meet at the Eagle Ridge 
Field parking lot on Runnel Drive in Coquitlam at 7:00 am. Return 6:00 
pm. (Note: Do not park in the parking lot; park on Runnel Drive.)

Saturday, August 30 - Mount Fromme 
Round trip distance is 15 km (9.3 mi) with an elevation gain of 866 

m (2840 ft). Meet at the Eagle Ridge Field parking lot on Runnel Drive 
in Coquitlam at 8:00 am. Return 5:00 pm. (Note: Do not park in the 
parking lot; park on Runnel Drive.)

Saturday, September 6, 8am:  Burke Village-Munro Lake Trail. 
This trip to Burke Mountain will be a traverse of the mountain on the 
Village Lake Trail. The day will start with a car shuttle to Quarry Road 
before the hiking begins. This moderate hike has most of the elevation 
gain in the first two hours and eases as the day progresses. We will 
be walking through a beautiful old-growth forest and a side trip to 
Munro Lake should be possible. The Village Lake Trail is known to be 
a little muddy and overgrown, so appropriate clothing and footwear 
are recommended. If we hit the blueberry season at the right time, 
there will be a chance to taste the sweet berries. The one way hiking 
distance will be 14 km (8.7 mi) with an elevation gain of 900 m (2950 
ft). Meet at 8:00 am. Return 5:00 pm. Please contact Ian (604-939-
4039) for more info.

Saturday, September 27 - Elfin Lakes & Columnar Peak
Roundtrip distance to Elfin Lakes is 22 km (14 mi) with a cumulative 

elevation gain of 750 m (2460 ft). For Columnar Peak, add about 6 km 
(3.7 mi) and 265 m (870 ft). Meet at the Eagle Ridge Field parking lot 
on Runnel Drive in Coquitlam at 6:30 am. Return 6:30 pm. (Note: Do not 
park in the parking lot; park on Runnel Drive.)  

Saturday, October 18 - Burke South Summit & Pika Peak
Roundtrip distance is 20 km (12.5 mi) with an elevation gain of 890 

m (2920 ft). For Pika Peak, add 3 km (1.9 mi) and 245 m (800 ft) of 
cumulative elevation gain. Meet at the top of Harper Road at 8:00 am. 
Return at 6:00 pm.

More Strenuous Hikes
These trips are for the more experienced hiker and require a higher 

level of fitness. To register your interest in any of them, please contact 
Ian (604-939-4039) or Mark (604-552-0727). Arrangements will be 
made as the summer develops. 
Mt. Elphinstone
	 18 km (11.2 mi); 1268 m (4160 ft) elev. gain; 7 hrs
Tangled Summit (Eagle Peak)	  
	 18.5 km (11.5 mi); 1150 m (3773 ft) elev. gain; 8 hrs

Education-Conservation 
Report By Elaine Golds

Thanks again to our fantastic volunteers!
	During the past month, our volunteers have again been very busy 

helping to host events so that others can explore and learn more about 
nature. The Fingerling Festival in Port Moody was a popular event 
in early May. Thanks to our volunteers Victoria Otton, Don Gillespie, 
Carole Edwards, Dave Richardson, Noriko Nakaya (with the BMN-YNC 
display), Anne Holt and Christina Saremba who helped with the BMN 
and CFPA displays and puzzles. In addition, a number of our other 
members were attending and helping with the displays of other groups 
- David Mounteney with Friends of DeBoville Slough, Ian McArthur with 
Coquitlam River Watch, Jeff Rudd with the Maple Creek Streamkeepers, 
Ruth Foster and Rod MacVicar with Mossom Creek Hatchery - as a 
few examples. BMN members are busy and engaged volunteers in our 
community!  Sadly, I had to take a pass on the Fingerling Festival this 
year to attend the BC Nature Annual General Meeting in Victoria (see 
Kinder Morgan update for details).

	The annual Partners in the Park event at Colony Farm Park was 
not well attended this year nor was the weather especially inviting. 
Nonetheless, we appreciated the superlative birding skills of Dave 
Schutz, John Reynolds, Larry Cowan and Hilary Maguire as well as 
essential help from several others including Anne Holt and Victoria 
Otton. This year, we held the event in the morning, which seemed to 
have conflicted with a number of other events. Although it is less than 
optimal for the birds, we may return to an afternoon event next year to 
avoid these conflicts. May is a very busy month but it’s nice to be able 
to hold this event to celebrate International Migratory Bird Day on the 
Saturday before Mothers Day.  On behalf of the Riverview Horticultural 
Centre Society, Norma Gillespie, Mary Brown and Donna Crosby have 
been busy hosting regular tree walks at Riverview; in addition, Don 
Gillespie has led some delightful BMN-sponsored walks such as the 
backyard walks and heritage building tours. It is always wonderful to 
have new participants on these walks and help people discover the 

hidden gems of Riverview! 
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	Victoria has led some botany walks (with several more to come). We 
had a delightful one at the Shoreline Park to enjoy the elusive blooming 
Black Lily and beautiful Pacific crabapple. For this one, we had to 
cancel a scheduled EdCon meeting – but we had no complaints about 
that!  Ian has been doing a great job leading walks for the Coquitlam 
Parks department as well as our own BMN hikes. Without a doubt we 
are blessed to have such generous volunteers who do so much to help 
others enjoy nature.

Riverwalk – Let’s not forget to park it!!
	Several BMN volunteers also attended the Coquitlam River 

Roundtable meeting on a beautiful day in late May where we heard 
some excellent presentations and had an opportunity to network with 
others. This year, for the first time, the Coquitlam River did not appear 
at all on the Outdoor Recreation Council’s BC’s Endangered Rivers 
List – nor did it merit even a mention as it did last year when it was 
listed as “river to watch” (which some speakers at the meeting were 
not aware of). Its absence from the list this year was heralded as a 
great triumph by some speakers and was taken as evidence of the 
Roundtable’s success in bringing diverse stakeholders to the table to 
find solutions. While there has been progress made in reducing the 
number of siltation events in the River, I remain to be convinced that 
the Coquitlam River is completely “in the clear”. 

	One thing this event reminded me of is the need for us to continue to 
push for a new park in the proposed “Riverwalk” area on the east side 
of the River just upstream of where Shaughnessy Street ends. Many 
hundreds of people use this area as if it were a park but are completely 
unaware that it is privately-held land for development purposes. 
Creating a Park here was an initiative we first undertook probably 
well over a decade ago. We proposed and had hoped, at one time, that 
a land swap for another site on Burke Mountain could be arranged 
but such a possibility has now fallen through. With all the funds that 
Coquitlam gets through its casino proceeds, maybe we should be 
encouraging an outright purchase by the City?  Think of the thousands 
of new residents who will be living on Burke Mountain in a few years. 
Anyone who has walked along the River in the “Riverwalk” area up to 
Crystal Falls knows this area merits protection as a park. We should not 
let this opportunity slip through our fingers.

Riverview Update:
	Attendance was good at two recent Open Houses for the Future of 

the Riverview site. In general, people were not impressed again with 
the (open house) format of the meeting nor with the questions asked. 
For example, people were asked what their top five priorities were for 
saving heritage buildings at Riverview without even being given a list 
or an assessment of all the heritage buildings. That made, “Save them 
all”, the easiest answer!

	We are now seeing “social housing” being proposed as use for the 
site. These are dangerous words. Social housing can’t be done without 
being in the midst of market housing to avoid the stigma of creating a 
ghetto – so, if market housing is not an option for Riverview (and it is 
most definitely not), then neither is social housing!  Instead, we need to 
create a centre of excellence for mental health care at Riverview. If you 
need some ideas to submit to BC Housing, please see my Green Scene 
from May 23 which is posted on the BMN website for some ideas. 
Please remember to submit your ideas to BC Housing either through 
their website, Renewingriverview.com or by email, etc. Even if you did 
this previously, it’s time to do it again. We need to keep hammering 
away at BC Housing until they finally understand that the best and only 
solution is for mental health care to be restored to Riverview. 
Details are posted on our website.

	I was pleased to see two resolutions come out of the recent 
BC Liberal Convention. One resolution called for an action plan for 
dementia care and a second resolution called for the creation of a 
centre of excellence for much-needed mental health care. Even if 
Premier Clark doesn’t quite get it, it seems that many of her fellow 
Liberals do understand the need for vastly improved mental health care 
in BC. Without a doubt, Riverview is the place to start providing it!

	With great thanks to Don Gillespie and members of the Riverview 
Horticultural Centre Society, we have had some wonderful recent walks 
at Riverview, which were much enjoyed by the public. Almost all the 
people who attend these walks came away with a new appreciation for 
the site and a keen determination to stop any chatter about removing 
buildings or creating housing on site.

Signing off for the summer
	As I sit on a beautiful May weekend in the basement in front of 

my computer preparing yet another BMN newsletter, how I long to 
complete this task and get outside for some sunshine! But summer 
is finally here; with it, comes a break in our newsletters, a lull in 
organized events which require volunteer input and an absence of BMN 
meetings for a couple of months. At long last, it’s time to get out and 
celebrate nature. Have a great summer everyone – and see you on the 
trails - or at our meeting in September!!  

    

BMN Young Naturalist’s Club 
May Explorer Day - May 4, 2014
River Walk with Erica Williams

On Sunday, May 4th, we went on a river walk by the Coquitlam River. 
We hoped it wouldn’t rain. Our Explorer Day leader, Erica, taught us the 
names of lots of plants. There were trees, flowers and berries. 

My sister found lots of snails. They were light brown, yellow and 
black. There were some boards that had some history of Port Coquitlam 
on them.

The river was muddy. Part of it was red. We saw some ducks in the 
river and on logs. I think they were mallard ducks. They were brown 
and white, and the males had shiny, green heads. We saw an island in 
the river. We crossed a footbridge and looked at it from the top. Around 
the end of the river walk it started raining. It was fun.
By Gangana Yapa 

Our sincere appreciation to Erica Williams for leading her River Walk in the rain.  
photo:  N. Nakaya
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Kinder Morgan Update By Elaine Golds

	First, I apologize for the length of this update, but I think it is 
important that we all have a clear understanding of the process that 
lies ahead of us as we try to bring some sanity to the debate over the 
Kinder Morgan pipeline. One reason why I had to attend the BC Nature 
AGM in Victoria was to provide a brief update on the Kinder Morgan 
Pipeline Project intervention process with which BC Nature is engaged 
in partnership with Nature Canada. I have been asked to serve as the 
contact person for BC Nature. Most of the work on this intervention is 
being undertaken by a great team of lawyers from the Law Centre at 
the University of Victoria. In addition, they have hired two marine bird 
experts as the main concern of both groups seems to be the risk of an 
oil spill in the Salish Sea. To my mind, equally important are the areas 
where the pipeline is proposed to cross a number of protected areas as 
well as the proposed work site at Colony Farm Park.

Hearing Process is Fundamentally Flawed	
	This new hearing process is quite flawed as there will no longer 

be oral hearings in which intervenors have an opportunity to cross-
examine witnesses. In fact, the only chance we have to request more 
information about the project are two opportunities to submit questions 
in writing. One of these deadlines has already passed.

Overview of New Hearing Process
	Under new rules announced by the Harper government, we now 

have a very weak hearing process. First, all opportunities for members 
of the public to speak to the 3 person panel appointed by the National 
Energy Board (NEB) have been removed. Members of the public can 
only submit comments in writing and to do even this, people had to 
“apply to participate” early this year. People were told they would 
have to prove they would be directly impacted by the project or had 
expertise to offer if they expected to be allowed to submit comments. 
Isn’t this an infringement on the basic premise that everyone in a 
democratic society should have an opportunity to express their points 
of view?  People who wished to express concerns about the project 
were furthermore required to stick to 12 issues identified by the NEB. 
For example, concerns about the impact of the project on greenhouse 
gas emissions are not allowed to be expressed; such concerns are 
excluded from this hearing process.

	Members of the public or other stakeholders were required to apply 
to participate either as commenters or intervenors. The most onerous 
way to participate was to apply to become an intervener, which allows 
people to submit questions to Kinder Morgan, which they are legally 
bound to answer. Despite the complicated application process, a large 
number of people applied to either comment or intervene. Many, but 
not all, of these applications were accepted. Some people who applied 
to intervene were downgraded to commenter status. I am pleased that 
we have a number of BMN members who will be allowed to comment 
as well as one member, Rod MacVicar, who was accepted as an 
intervenor. Our friends at Mossom Creek Hatchery are also intervenors 
as are a number of local municipalities and Metro Vancouver. The NEB 
website is down this weekend (when I am preparing my newsletter 
material) so I can’t check the exact numbers but there were over 
2000 applications to participate. Of these, approximately 400 people 
were accepted as intervenors and about 700 as commenters. Over 
400 people who applied to be intervenors were downgraded to 
commenter status and almost 500 people were denied any opportunity 
to participate. The hearing now proceeds on a strict schedule with a 
number of deadlines.

Endless Deadlines but No Firm Pipeline Route
	The first deadline was in mid May for intervenors to submit their 

first round of questions (called Information Requests or “IRs”) after 
reviewing the more than 15,000 pages of documents that Kinder 
Morgan filed last December. Because the pipeline route remains 
uncertain in several places, Kinder Morgan has subsequently posted 
additional documents to their website. This was, for example, the 
case with Colony Farm. At the time of the deadline to apply to 
participate, we did not know that Colony Farm Park was going to be 
proposed as a worksite; had we known, we might have made the 
decision for BMN to apply to participate directly rather than through 
BC Nature (although I am comfortable that any BMN concerns will be 
addressed by BC Nature). Many residents in Burnaby are in the same 
position – they still do not know if the pipeline will go through their 
backyards. There is something inherently unfair about firm  
deadlines to participate occurring before there is certainty over  
the pipeline route.

	Preparing questions in writing is an onerous process especially 
with so much material to review. So, it is not surprising that of the 
approximately 400 people/stakeholders given intervenor status, only 
about 120 actually submitted questions by the first deadline of May 
12. Some intervenors submitted very detailed IRs. For example, one 
runs to over 150 pages including references. The BC Nature IR was 
about 30 pages. All questions are supposed to be preceded by a 
preamble that identifies which part of the 15,000 page document is 
being referred to and why more information is needed. The questions 
that I submitted needed to be revised by our lawyers as I was not 
familiar with this complicated process. All these IRs are posted to the 
NEB website where they may be viewed by everyone. It takes a lot of 
time, but it does make for some very worthwhile reading. I especially 
recommend the IR submitted by Robyn Allan. Of the few which I 
have found the time to read, the Friends of Ecological Reserves also 
submitted a well-thought out IR – and check out the BC Nature one, 
too (more about that later)!

	Initially, Kinder Morgan was given until June 4 to prepare 
responses to the IRs but they have been overwhelmed by all the 
questions and have requested an extension until close to the end 
of June. They will have half of the IRs answered by June 4 at which 
point these responses will also be posted to the NEB website. BC 
Nature’s responses will be in the 2nd group so we will have to wait 
until the end of the month. Intervenors will then have a short time – 
about 10 days – to review the responses and fill a notice of motion on 
the adequacy of the response. I thus expect my first week in July will 
requite considerable time on the computer to review Kinder Morgan’s 
responses. But, hey, the first week of July is often rainy, isn’t it?

	The next deadline for intervenors will be on September 11 for a 
second round of IRs to Kinder Morgan. For this set, Kinder Morgan 
is expected to prepare responses by Sept 25, which will be a much 
faster turnaround than the first set of IRs. Then, on November 3, 
intervenors will have to submit their written evidence – presumably 
some of this will be requested by Kinder Morgan. For example, 
they might request a bird checklist of Colony Farm if we have 
made statement about the Park’s wildlife values. On November 
14, intervenors will have an opportunity to submit IRs to other 
intervenors. For example, we might wish to challenge information 
provided by an intervenor who supports the Kinder Morgan project 
(and quite a few of them will). Then, on November 26, intervenors 
have a deadline to respond to IRs from other intervenors. Confused 
by now? Overwhelmed? Probably. But, there is more to come.



	The National Energy Board can also submit IRs to intervenors (with 
a deadline of December 18) and intervenors must reply by January 
8. Finally, on January 13, intervenors must file affidavits swearing 
evidence and notice of intent to present their final oral summary 
argument. Oral hearings will start in February and will proceed with 
no cross-examination. Hearings will likely take place in cities along 
the pipeline route depending on where intervenors reside but this is 
not certain. It could all happen in Calgary. When the Enbridge NEB 
Panel feared protests and marches, they cancelled some portions of 
their oral hearings. When the Enbridge Panel came to Vancouver, they 
were accompanied by a heavy police presence and the public was 
not allowed to be in the room – or even the building - where the oral 
presentations were made. We can probably expect a similar scenario 
for Kinder Morgan.  The hearings are expected to conclude in late 
winter 2015 and the government is expected to make a decision in the 
spring…quite possibly just before calling a surprise spring election. 

No Clear Way to Stop the Project
	People who wish to submit letters of comments have no limit 

on length but must properly reference their comments. They have 
a deadline to do this by early September. Without a doubt, this 
is an incredibly onerous process dealing with a huge amount of 
information. We can only hope that by this fall, Kinder Morgan will 
have their pipeline route finalized but, somehow, I doubt this.

	In this mountain of information, I wish there were some obvious 
“show-stoppers” which would clearly indicate why this project is not 
feasible and should not proceed but instead, there are a thousand 
niggling reasons why this project probably spells disaster.

	Because of the presumed risk of a catastrophic oil spill in the 
Salish Sea coupled with what is anticipated to be an inadequate 
response, much attention has been focused on this part of the 
project. It is important to note that Kinder Morgan is not responsible 
for any oil spilled once it is loaded onto ships. This all becomes the 
responsibility of the ship owner. These days, all oil tankers are owned 
individually by a separate and discrete company in order to limit their 
liability in the event of a spill. Sneaky, eh?Probable Dredging in 
Burrard Inlet

	Alarming new information keeps coming to light. For example, we 
long suspected that Kinder Morgan intends to dredge Burrard Inlet 
so that they can increase the size of the tankers as well as increase 
the tanker traffic to over more than one per day – but they have 
consistently denied this and said dredging is not part of this hearing 
process. In fact, they are not able to even fully load the Aframax tankers 
(only up to 87%) because of clearance requirements in Burrard Inlet 
so, to us, this seemed like an obvious hurdle they would prefer to 
eliminate. Due to an FOI (freedom of information request), we now 
know Kinder Morgan clearly intends to dredge Burrard Inlet. The 
problem right now is that Metro Vancouver has a water main under 
Burrard Inlet that would not allow dredging at this point – but this 
water main will have to be replaced at some point in the near future. 
Apparently, Port Metro Vancouver has already said they would support 
dredging once a new main is in place – and, presumably, buried a little 
deeper. However, we cannot raise dredging (and all the harm it would 
cause to habitat in Burrard Inlet) as an issue because it is not part of 
the project under review at this point. It’s a real catch–22.

Pipeline Will Impact Parks and Protected Areas
	I am interested in reviewing in details of the proposals for the Kinder 

Morgan pipeline to cross parks and other protected areas. These 

include areas such as the Finn Creek Provincial Park, North Thompson 
River Provincial Park, Lac du Bois Grasslands Protected Area, the 
Douglas Lake Plateau IBA, the Coquihalla Recreation Area, Bridal Veil 
Falls Provincial Park, the Brunette River Greenway and Surrey Bend 
Regional Park. These are examples of instances where we require 
more details from Kinder Morgan. Nonetheless, one thing is already 
abundantly clear. In every instance, it is more expensive for Kinder 
Morgan to construct their pipeline around the parks than to go through 
them. So, it seems that in every example, they are proposing to do what 
will cost the least, park values not withstanding.

Coquitlam Supports Protection of Colony Farm Park
	With regard to the use of Colony Farm Park as a Kinder Morgan work 

site, I do have some good news to report. I appeared as a delegation to 
the Environment and Parks Committee of Metro Vancouver in early May 
to express our opposition to such a use and received strong support 
from Councillor Craig Hodge of Coquitlam and Councillor Darrell Penner 
in Port Coquitlam, both of whom sit on MV’s Environment and Parks 
Committee. While I am not aware of Metro Vancouver having made a 
formal response to our concerns yet, the City of Coquitlam recently 
sent a letter to Kinder Morgan expressing their opposition to the use 
of the Park and requesting that Kinder Morgan seek an alignment that 
will not impact the park. An email from you expressing your thanks for 
this letter sent to Mayor and Council in Coquitlam (mayor_council@
coquitlam.ca) would be much appreciated!  

Nature and Feeder Watch 
By Liz Thunstrom

Many interesting sightings, including a number of mammal species, 
were noted on the White Board at the May meeting: Rod McVicar 
headed the list; he saw a black bear and a Black -tailed Deer, and 
also found an American Dipper nest with 4 chicks in it. Three juvenile 
Northwestern salamanders were seen in one pool near the Mossom 
Creek hatchery.

At Rocky Point, Rod reported Violet-green Swallows, Purple Martins, 
a Pigeon Guillemot, Common Mergansers, a pair of osprey with nestling 
on one of the pilings, Pelagic and Double-crested Cormorants and 
Bufflehead ducks.

In addition to Rod’s listings, a mink was seen by several people 
swimming in a channel of the Coquitlam River, a black bear on the 
Dominion Triangle dike near the river and a River Otter at Lafarge Lake.

Purple Martin pair at Rocky Point.  photo:  H. Maguire
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Ian Spira also saw a river otter taking a dip in his swimming pool 
under the pool cover at his home on the Old Orchard Park area of  
Port Moody!

Pamela Zevit found an injured Hoary Bat near the green belt at the 
end of Rochester Ave in Maillardville. Pamela took the bat to Wildlife 
Rescue for assessment and treatment. Hoary bats are loners, except 
during Fall migration or mothers with pups; they are one of the largest 
bats found in Canada.

Bill Aaroe keeps a diligent record of sightings at his home, 
including the dates of arrival of migratory species.  He saw the first 
Black-headed Grosbeak on May 30th. The grosbeaks usually arrive 
between May 15th and 20th, so a bit later than usual.  Bill has not 
seen Evening Grosbeaks yet and they are “well overdue”, he says.  Six 
Turkey Vultures were seen over his house May 26th, soaring on a 
thermal.  They also were a week later than last year.  His earliest 
vulture sighting to date was April 28, in 2012.

Bill watched a starling pair defend their nest in his neighbours’ 
eaves - successfully- from a crow.  Starlings seem to be very well able 
to resist predators, including cats!  Adult starlings seldom show up in 
rehabilitation centres although young are often orphaned when a nest is 
removed during spring repairs to a roof or they fledge onto a busy street.

Kiyoshi Takahashi reports that on a recent visit to Minnekhada 
Park he saw very little Tree Swallow activity near the nest boxes 
established by BMN on Oliver Road. However, a good number of Barn 
Swallows have returned to the old stables area.  Kiyoshi is testing out 
a number of experimental platforms in hopes of enhancing nesting 
success for Barn Swallows; their numbers have declined precipitously 
worldwide.  A pair of Barn Owls have nested in the main barn at 
Minnekhada every year since 1997 when a box was installed for them. 
This year they already have five healthy looking young. Kiyoshi has 
also checked the number of Purple Martins returning to the boxes at 
Rocky Point pier.  So far, he has seen 15 pairs claiming the specially 
constructed nest boxes.

Como Lake has several families of Canada Geese, which have joined 
together to better protect the goslings. The first goslings appeared 
on May 6th. Coquitlam parks staff are again attempting to reduce the 
number of geese using the park to moult by fencing off land access 
to the west side where there are more open grassy areas. At least 
three Mallards have young broods but the crows and eagles are 
taking a toll on their numbers.  An Osprey was found dead by the Park 
staff mid-month.  It had suffered a number of punctures and may 
have been attacked by the two eagles that have patrolled the lake all 
month.  Luckily it was not one of the nesting pair from the Inlet.

Have a good summer, everyone, and sincere thanks to members for 
their input.    Liz Thunstrom

BMN Archives Report - 
Excerpts from Past June 
Newsletters By Anne Holt

June 2003   
“Announcements” page
	 Drinking watershed tours with the GVRD are starting now through 
September. Tour the Capilano or Coquitlam watersheds and learn 
where your drinking water comes from. The scenery in parts of the 
Capilano watershed rivals that of a National Park. In the Coquitlam 
watershed, you will be able to view the tallest Douglas fir in mainland 
Canada and see areas now recovering naturally from the recent 
hemlock looper infestation. Touring these watersheds will help you 
understand why groups such as BMN worked to stop the logging of 
these magnificent forests.

June 2004   
“Help - We Need More Volunteers”  by Elaine Golds

	 BMN is presently looking for some volunteers interested in 
working with children. We would like to start a Young Naturalists 
Club (YNC) in the Coquitlam area as part of the Federation of BC 
Naturalists provincial program. The goal of this program would be 
to help children understand and appreciate some of our local and 
natural areas through field trips, etc. We are looking for people who 
could help organize such a group.
 	 We hope to be able to publish our Children’s Nature Guide to 
the Tri-Cities as part of this program. This guide, in preparation for 
many months, is being written by BMN members who are extremely 
busy with a number of other initiatives. While we would like to be 
progressing more quickly, we can’t because of other obligations. 
Thus, a Young Naturalists Club in the Coquitlam area will only be 
successful if other volunteers come forward.

also June 2004   
“Christmas Bird Count”:  
“Birds of Interest - Owls” by Mike Griffin and Al Grass

      For June, with its promise of warmer nights and longer twilight 
- the selection of Owls as this month’s “Birds of Interest” was an 
obvious choice. Looking for owls or “owling” is not for everyone and 
especially at CBC time. However, it is more agreeable on a pleasant 
June evening and adds a certain purpose to a nature stroll.
      In the past Tri-Cities CBC  - from 1997 to 2003, BMN spotters 
have seen and\or heard 7 species of owls - all in daylight! They are, 
Barn Owl, Barred Owl, Great Horned Owl, Long Eared Owl, Northern 
Pygmy Owl, Short Eared Owl, and Western Screech Owl.
     The first two listed are the quiet flight Raptor species - the Barn 
Owl and the Barred Owl. The Barn Owl is Blue Listed in BC. Owing to 
challenges in counting, such as access to barns on private property, 
the actual reported numbers may be low. Two prime habitat areas for 
the Barn Owl in our CBC count area are: Pitt Meadows agricultural 
area and Colony Farm. The Barred Owl, now our most commonly 
recorded species, was not seen in Coastal BC until 1996. This species 
expanded its range rapidly and now occupies a variety of wooded 
habitats from conifers (Golden Ears Park) to Cottonwood floodplain 
(Colony Park)
     Barred Owls catch fish, but mice, squirrels, crayfish, and 
insects are also some of their regular foods. The Barn Owl’s diet is 
mostly rodents such as voles.
		

                       - to be continued on page 8 -
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River Otter visiting swimming pool.  photo:  I. Spira
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June 2005   
“Knotweed Removal” by Elaine Golds

      The final Sunday in May was chosen as the date for the first 
knotweed removal at DeBoville Slough. We worked with well over 20 
people from the Friends of DeBoville Slough, City of Coquitlam, Wesbild 
and the local community. Unfortunately, we picked the hottest day of 
the year to work in the blazing sun on the dykes where the only shade 
was provided by the plants we were cutting down!
      Apparently Japanese knotweed was introduced from Asia to Europe 
in 1825 as an ornamental. It was brought to eastern North America 
in the late 1800s where it quickly escaped cultivation and became 
established as a fast growing, highly invasive weed.
 
June 2006  
“Knotweed - Year 2 - The Sequel” by David Mounteney

      Yes, the Friends of DeBoville Slough and BMN are at it again,  
year 2 on our Japanese Knotweed control project at DeBoville Slough. 
For those who are unfamiliar with our project, it involves manually 
cutting the Knotweed at the base and over a number of cuttings 
stressing the plants to a point where they can’t compete with the 
other plants at the slough. Knotweed is very tenacious, and has a long 
rhizome root system. It isn’t practical to dig, especially on a dyke, as 
the roots can extend up to 15 feet deep. Herbicides can be used but not 
in an environmentally sensitive area such as DeBoville Slough.
      Much to my surprise, 24 people came out. Many of the volunteers 
were returnees from last year and knew the program. People got right 
down to work and by the end of the morning we had cut all the areas 
that we had done last year plus 2 new substantial areas. Many went 
home soaked to the skin but with a good feeling of a job well done.
 
June 2007   
“Nature and Feeder Watch” by Rozanne Thomson

      Elaine sent the following on May 22: One early morning this week,  
I discovered a moth in our kitchen sink. While the coffee was brewing,  
I carefully trapped and released it into the backyard where it flew 
across the yard in typical wobbly moth fashion. I thought to myself, how 
unusual it was to see a moth flying that time of day. Suddenly, a small 
Wilson’s Warbler blasted out of the vine maple and attacked the moth. 
It was a rather large moth for such a small warbler but it got it on the 
2nd pass. Clearly, there are hazards to such off-schedule flights.
So I enjoyed my coffee and, while sad to see the moth meet such an 
untimely end, thought the warbler was probably enjoying a nice big 
breakfast. It almost made me wish I had another moth to release.   

DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is Sat. August 30th, 2014.


