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BMN Hike:  
Burke Ridge Five Lakes Loop  
Saturday, October 18, 2014 By Mark Johnston

After a week of rain and with possibly more on the way, we 
weren’t sure whether we should keep to our advertised destination, 
Burke Summit, but in the end decided to strike out for the ridge top 
anyway. There were seven of us plus Andrea’s dog Jezebel. 

We set out along our standard route to the ridgeline: Lower 
Elevator mountain bike trail, Coquitlam Lake View Trail, Harper-CLVT 
Connector, South Slope Trail. Our only variation would be using 
Bean mountain bike trail to cut the corner of the Lake View/Harper 
Connector junction. An initial concern was the feasibility of crossing 
Pritchett Creek, which, after all the rain we’d had, would certainly 
be running high. Whether we continued our upward climb or settled 
for a different route altogether would depend on the difficulty of 
the crossing. After twenty minutes on the trail, we came upon the 
creek. It was tumbling down its bouldery bed and pouring across 
the trail, but, by using utmost care and sometimes with the aid of 
a helping hand, all of us were able to step from rock to rock and 
make it safely across. Soon after, we turned onto Bean mountain 
bike trail. Besides shortening our distance, the use of this trail had a 
few other advantages. Rather than having to walk along a cobbled 
logging road, we had a relatively soft footbed. Another bonus was 
being able to see one of Burke’s largest old-growth cedar stumps 
and imagine the forest as it once was. And then there were the 
plentiful mushrooms, especially angel’s wings and russula. 

Reaching the Harper-CLVT Connector, we were thankful for a 

short stretch of level trail. However, no sooner had we caught our 
breath, than we had to steel ourselves to ascend the South Slope 
Trail. Like the Coquitlam Lake View Trail, this trail also begins as a 
steep, rocky logging road. But the payoff is access to a beautiful 
path alongside Pritchett Creek Canyon. Here the creek spills over a 
number of rock ledges in a series of picturesque cascades. As we 
hiked along the top of the canyon wall, we paused often to enjoy 
the rushing water and mark its every drop and eddy. 

Our next excitement was crossing Coho Creek. We didn’t bother 
with the summer crossing below Sweat Team Falls but turned 
aside at the “high-water crossing” a short distance above. At this 
crossing there are two large rocks—one more or less flat-topped, 

the other having a bit of a knife-edge—which allow for a dry-foot 
crossing. Although the distance between rocks is not great, it is 
perhaps a little farther than one would like. Complicating matters 
on this grey day, the rocks were wet. Even if one negotiated the 
jump successfully, there was the very real possibility of losing 
purchase and sliding 
off into the water. 
Mitigating the danger 
was the availability 
of an overhanging 
branch. By holding 
onto the branch, one 
could move from rock 
to rock with an extra 
point of support. Once 
again, everyone made 
it across without 
incident. 

Tuesday, April 14 at 7:30pm
Como Lake United Church

King Albert Avenue, Coquitlam 
Exploring in Our Local Natural Areas. 

Speaker will be our own Ian McArthur. Ian 
will give a presentation on local places to 
walk and hike and how to be prepared. 

Visit our website for updates  
and additional information:  

www.bmn.bc.ca

N E X T  M E E T I N G :  

View from the upper Line Trail, looking out over the Pitt River lowlands.  
Photos by Ian McArthur

Reminder: Please renew your membership

BMN’s donation of $1500.00 presented to Rod MacVicar, Ruth Foster, Neil Laffra and 
Reiner Specht of Mossom Hatchery by Ian for their hatchery rebuild at the February 

meeting. The money was raised at the December silent auction. photo: Brian Wormald
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Now we were entirely in old-growth forest and beginning to enter 
cloud. We came to Lily Pad Lake, its surface dark in colour, with mist 
caressing the trees around it. The lake is named for the lily pads 
that usually cover its surface, but on this occasion, there were none. 
We did notice, however, the patch of lipstick lichen growing near 
the lake that we had seen previously. As we approached closer to 
the lake, some of us saw a lone varied thrush, which was standing 
in brownish yellow grass near the shore. Although aware of us, it 
made no effort to fly. As we watched, it hopped along the ground 
a metre or two and stopped, and then repeated this movement. Its 
hopping seemed a bit uncoordinated, and we wondered whether it 
might have suffered injury. 

The BMN hikers after pausing for lunch beneath sheltering trees.

We were thinking we would take a break at Hourglass Lake, but, 
just before we reached the lake, it began to rain. By the time we 
had gotten around to the rocks on its eastern side, the rain was 
sweeping across the water in billowing curtains. We hurried on past 
the lake—but not so fast as to miss taking stock of a small flock 
of chickadees—and climbed halfway up to Ted Kay Lake before 
finding suitable forest cover for a sheltered lunch. Settled beneath 
the protecting branches of mountain hemlock and amabilis fir, we 
ate our food and talked about whether or not we should quit our 
summit quest. As it didn’t appear that we would be having views 
anytime soon, we decided to continue on to Ted Kay Lake and then 
loop back via the Burke Ridge Trail. Somewhere not far away, a 
Steller’s jay squawked, whether in approval or disapproval it was 
hard to say. 

	On our way to Ted Kay Lake, we turned aside to a rock bluff, from 
which one has a view of Coquitlam Mountain. There was no view 
today, but we did find another patch of lipstick lichen, which seems 
to be fairly common along this section of trail. A few minutes later 
we left the trail on the opposite side, this time to access a rocky 
shelf above the lake, ordinarily a nice spot from which to view and 
maybe photograph it. But, again, not today. In fact, we could barely 
see the lake, cloud obscuring all but the portion of its surface near 
the shore. 

	We circled round the lake and soon gained the Burke Ridge Trail. 
This trail proved to be exceedingly wet and in places was a virtual 
stream. We had to exercise special care on the steep, stony parts, 
and even then one or two us slipped and fell. We passed between 
Twin Lakes, neither lake very visible in the rain and mist. But as 
we approached Burke Village, the rain began to let up; when we 
reached the site of the old ski lodge, it had stopped; and over the 
course of a lengthy nutrition break there was sufficient clearing 
such that we were able to see a number of lowland features. 

Our further descent was via Harper Road, Triple Crown 

mountain bike trail, and Line 
Trail, although again we 
used other bike trails to cut 
the corner where the Line 
Trail makes its final bend. 
On the upper part of the 
Line Trail, which is beneath 
the power lines, we had 
good views to the east and 
south, the sun slanting down 
and illuminating various 
landmarks, such as little Mt. 
Burke and the Minnekhada 
Regional Park area. 

As we drove back home, I 
wondered whether we might 
have given up on the summit 
too soon. But looking back 
at Burke Ridge from the 
vantage point of the Lougheed 
Highway, we could see that 

the clouds still hung on the ridge top and we had been right in 
assessing that we wouldn’t have had any views. But views or not, 
we’d had an enjoyable walk through magnificent old growth, past 
mist-shrouded lakes, and with the sounds of water everywhere: 
rain falling on leaves, streams wending their way through every 
conceivable depression, falls tumbling and reverberating between 
canyon walls. 

Help us plan the future  
of BMN – we want to hear 
from YOU!
	 BMN is celebrating its 26th anniversary this year. Since 1989, 
BMN has grown from only a few members to over 250 members 
today. The BMN Executive team invites everyone to have a say in 
planning our future. To do this, we have prepared a survey and 
encourage everyone to complete it.
All members will receive an email that will include the link to 
the online survey. If you cannot complete the survey online (our 
preferred option as this will save us time compiling results), we 
encourage you to fill out a printed copy. Printed copies of the 
survey will be available to pick up at the March BMN meeting. If 
you are unable to pick up a printed copy at the meeting and cannot 
complete the survey online, please phone Carole Edwards at 
604.461.3864 and she will mail you a copy.
	 Your feedback is very important. The results from this survey 
will help to improve the services and opportunities available to 
you and provide direction for BMN. The survey is confidential and 
should take less than 10 minutes to complete. (Note: All members 
of a family membership are welcome to complete their own 
survey.)
	 The online survey is open now and is available at http://goo.
gl/forms/2Fh3XQR9Pw. A link to the online survey will also be 
available on the BMN website www.bmn.bc.ca
	 We are asking for your feedback by April 15. Completed 
printed surveys can be returned at the April BMN meeting or 

mailed to BMN. Thank you for your participation!

View from the site of the old ski lodge, 
looking toward Eagle Ridge
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Looking for Hiking and 
Walking Leaders

With our season of outings quickly approaching, we would like to 
offer a variety of trips and to do this we need more people willing 
to lead outings. Do you know an area you would like to share with 
others? We are looking for members to lead monthly nature walks 
that would be about one to three hours and members to lead hikes 
that range from four hours to eight hours. If you are not sure what is 
involved with being a leader, we can help train you. Please contact 
me if you are interested or have any questions. Ian (604. 939. 4039)

Announcements:
Saturday, March 14 at 10 am: BMN Monthly Nature Walk. Join 

Elaine and Hilary for our first nature walk of the season. Meet at 
Rocky Point Park in Port Moody at the entrance to the pier for a 
2-3 hour walk in which we will enjoy the birds and learn about the 
history of BMN’s involvement in protecting nature in this fascinating 
and popular greenspace. No need to register – just show up!

Tuesday, March 17 at 7:15 pm: BMN Education-Conservation 
Meeting at Elaine’s.

Saturday, March 21, 10am-4 pm: Amsterdam Nurseries in Pitt 
Meadows celebrates their annual “Nature Days” this weekend. 
On Saturday (morning and possibly into the early afternoon) BMN 
will attend with a Naturescape display. The nursery is located on 
Dewdney Trunk Road in Pitt Meadows just west of the Harris Road 
intersection. Attending this event is a wonderful way to get in the 
mood for gardening and receive a 10% discount on native plants. 
Don’t worry about rain - the event is under cover.

Sunday, March 22 at 1 pm: The Riverview Horticultural Centre 
Society (RHCS) hosts their first tree walk of the season. This is a great 
time to appreciate the architecture of the deciduous trees before 
they leaf out. Meet on the uphill side of the Henry Esson Young (HEY) 
Building. Follow Holly Drive (the main road) through the site; turn 
uphill on Oak Crescent and right on Kalmia Place. Signboards will 
likely indicate these turns. Wear sturdy moisture-resistant footwear 
as the lack of mowing has contributed to rougher ground underfoot. 

Tuesday, March 24: BMN Executive meeting at Anne’s.
Thursday, March 26 at 7 pm: Friends of DeBoville Slough meet 

at the Coquitlam City Centre library.
Thursday, March 26 at 7pm: Free public SFU Lecture. Professor 

Arne Mooers will present on ‘What to let go: Making hard choices in 
the age of extinction’. Which bits of biodiversity are we willing to live 
without and which are we willing to pay to keep around? We may 
soon have to make such choices. Using much the same philosophy as 
Noah with his ark, a “Tree of Life” approach can help us to preserve 
as wide a variety of biodiversity as possible. Professor Mooers will 
explain this approach and how its goals might be achieved, and 
introduce some of the wild, wacky and wonderful organisms that may 
be top candidates for extra attention. At the Shadbolt Centre for the 
Arts, 6450 Deer Lake Avenue, Burnaby (Studio 103).

Friday, March 27 at 6 pm: The BMN Young Naturalists Explorer’s 
Guide Committee meets at Elaine’s for a supper meeting to finalize 
the booklet and plan a launch. 

Saturday, March 28  - Little Horn Mountain 
Despite its name, our destination on this moderate hike is really 
only a bluffy knob that rises just 440 m (1445 ft) above Indian 
Arm. Since we will be starting at elevation, we will need to gain 
just 315 m (1035 ft) to reach the “summit.” Our approach 

will be along the east side of beautiful Buntzen Lake and on old 
logging roads beyond, with the final stretch on wooded trail. From 
the top we will have good views looking north to Croker Island 
and south down Indian Arm toward Vancouver. (Depending on time 
and interest, we might consider continuing on above Little Horn to 
a higher viewpoint, with an even more stunning view down Indian 
Arm.) Roundtrip distance to Little Horn Mountain is 17 km (10.6 
m). Meet at the Buntzen Lake parking area, near the warden’s 
house, at 8:00 am. Return 3:30 pm. 
	 Saturday, March 28 at 9 am: Join Larry Cowan and members of 
Nature Vancouver for a half day of birding at DeBoville Slough and 
Minnekhada Regional Park. Larry hopes the group will see some 
early spring migrants including swallows and hummers as well as 
cranes, crossbills, meadowlarks and band-tailed pigeons. Meet at 
the washrooms at the junction of Victoria and Cedar Drives in NE 
Coquitlam. For more info, contact Larry at 604-465-1402.

Saturday, March 28 at 2 pm: Join members of the Colony Farm 
Park Association to help plant wildlife-friendly honeysuckle around 
the Village Green area. The goal is to introduce some native plants 
that will make the area more attractive. We hope the honeysuckle 
will grow and eventually cover some of the chain link fence.

Monday, March 30 at 5:30 pm: A workshop on “Conservation 
through Citizen Engagement on BC’s South Coast”. The South 
Coast Conservation Program is hosting a series of free workshops 
aimed at engaging the public on the science of endangered species 
conservation. For more info see see www.sccp.ca. At the Tommy 
Douglas Library, 7311 Kingsway, Burnaby.

Saturday, April 4 from 10am-noon: Eco-Easter Egg Hunt at 
Colony Farm Park. Search for Easter eggs while discovering egg-
laying species at the park. Bring your Easter basket. Meet on the 
lawn area by the washrooms. Information: 604-520-6442. Hosted 
by the Colony Farm Park Association.

Sunday, April 5, 1-4 pm: Creative Cafe at Minnekhada Park 
Lodge. Join the Minnekhada Park Association for creative activities, 
and discover Minnekhada Park’s natural and cultural history. See  
www.minnekhada.ca for more info.

Wednesday, April 8, 6:30-8:30 pm: Please join environmental 
stewards from around the Tri-Cities to share your thoughts and 
concerns with Spencer Chandra Herbert, Official Opposition 
Spokesperson on the Environment. Local MLAs Selina Robinson and 
Mike Farnworth will also be in attendance. In the Nancy Bennett 
Room of Coquitlam’s Poirier Library.

Tuesday April 14, at 7:30 pm: BMN monthly meeting. Exploring 
in Our Local Natural Areas. Speaker will be our own Ian McArthur.  
Ian will give a presentation on local places to walk and hike and 
how to be prepared. Do you know what ten essential items you 
should have in your pack? View slides of trails in the TriCities and 
other local areas. Novice and intermediate walkers and hikers 
will learn about some favourite trails and hidden gems our local 
mountains have to offer. 

Tuesday, April 21: The BMN Education-Conservation meeting 
will be cancelled for this month only. 
	 Sunday, April 26, 11am-3pm: The Wildlife Rescue Association 
hosts their annual EarthFest event, this time on their grounds on the 
south shore of Burnaby Lake. The Colony Farm Park Association (but 
not BMN) will be there with a display and children’s wildlife puzzles. 
Please park in the parking lot for the rowing pavilion and take the 
free shuttle to their site. Tours will also be provided of their facilities 
for treating injured wildlife.
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Sunday, April 26, 11am-3 pm: Goodbye Chums Salmon Fry 
Release at Kanaka Creek Regional Park. Visit the hatchery, see 
displays, play games and make crafts. At  the Bell-Irving Hatchery 
on 256th St, south of Dewdney Trunk Rd., Maple Ridge. Information: 
604-530-4983. Presented by Metro Vancouver Parks and the 
Kanaka Education and Environmental Partnership Society.

Saturday, May 2, 11am-3pm: Fingerling Festival at Noons 
Creek. The annual Noon’s Creek Hatchery Fingerling Festival 
at Noons Creek and the Port Moody skating arena. Help to 
release young chum into Noons Creek and view displays from 50 
environmental groups in the lower mainland. Enjoy the music, 
children’s activities, food, and fun! BMN will be there with our 
displays and children’s puzzles.

Sunday, May 3, 1-4pm: Creative Cafe at Minnekhada Lodge. 
Join the Minnekhada Park Association for creative activities 
and discover Minnekhada Park’s natural and cultural history. 
Information: www.minnekhada.ca

Saturday, May 9 from 1-4 pm: International Migratory Bird Day 
Celebrations at Colony Farm Regional Park. Join the Colony Farm 
Park Association for displays, kid’s activities, a history tour at 1 
pm and birding walks at 2:30 pm. Look for the tents at the end of 
Colony Farm Road.

Saturday, May 16 from 9am-noon: The Friends of DeBoville Slough 
reconvene with their knotweed removal team to keep the knotweed 
along the dikes under control. This is a very successful program that 
has continued for almost a decade with impressive success.

Nature and Feeder Watch
By Liz Thunstrom

The warm spring-like weather has come early and it is good 
to hear a growing morning chorus when I go out to get my 
newspaper at 6 AM. Frogs were calling in the wetland at Colony 
Farm last weekend.  Do you have your nest boxes cleaned and up 
in place? Birds are noticeably pairing up and beginning to look for 
territories: flickers are calling and drumming on metal surfaces 
in the neighbourhood too.The whiteboard at last month’s meeting 
was full of sightings, both local and away. 
	 Sheilah saw 30-40 bald eagles in Delta and a bobcat at Burnaby 
Lake. Paul saw 2 bobcats in Port Moody. (Bobcats are apparently 
becoming much more common - they have been reported often 
in this column over the past year). Vlad saw a Great Grey Owl at 
DeBoville Slough – a rare sighting in the Lower Mainland. Don 
Gillespie saw a ‘very pregnant doe’ at Colony Farm on his heron 
count day during the month.

Rod MacVicar reported seeing Surfbirds, Black Oystercatchers 
and Black Turnstones - 3 of 4 endemic shorebirds of the NW 
Pacific - on the same rock at Little Hermit Island at the mouth of 
Howe Sound.  The missing species that day was a Rock Sandpiper.

I saw my first male Anna’s Hummingbird displaying his throat 
colours near my feeder in Coquitlam. 
	 The most unusual observation recorded this month was from 
Mexico! Donna Crosby saw a Rufous-bellied Chachalaca on a 
winter jasmine shrub! Chachalacas are a type of quail: chicken-
like, ground dwelling birds that forage for plants, seeds and 
insects. The young birds develop flight feathers by the time they 
are only week old!

Other interesting reports during the month were from Paul 
Steeves, who got a photo of a Great Grey Owl hunting during 
the afternoon of February 22, in a small meadow at the Reifel 
sanctuary, and Nel Aird, who spotted 5 otters and a kingfisher 
along with the herons, on her heron count day, February 26.

Wildlife Rescue has admitted some very unusual patients this 
month -over 400 snakes! These include Common, Northwestern  
and Western terrestrial garter snakes! The snakes were rescued 
from a hibernaculum (rocks or crevices containing a large ball of 
hibernating snakes during winter) in Delta when the large rocks, 
under which they were located, had to be moved during a 
construction project. The snakes will be kept in care until the 
weather warms up enough to allow them to be returned safely  
to where they were found. A few of the snakes were injured and  
are being treated at the centre. Quite a change from mammals  
and birds! 

Otter at Colony farm. photo: Nel AirdKiyoshi put up mesh around 4 poles at Metro Vancouver. Photo by Paul Steeves



Education-Conservation 
Report By Elaine Golds

Nest box cleaning update:
With much thanks to all our BMN volunteers, our nest box 

cleaning events have been going well. The great weather (so 
far) has certainly helped to make these events pleasant and 
enjoyable outings. Apparently the trip to Widgeon Marsh Reserve 
had exceptionally warm weather plus great views of swans. I was 
unable to join that work party as deadlines kept me chained to the 
computer. Our large contingent of volunteers on that day did a great 
job of pruning back the hardhack which was creating a problem for 
swallows entering their nests. At Colony Farm Regional Park, we 
were disappointed to see reduced use of the nest boxes combined 
with an abundance of European paper wasp nests inside the boxes. 
We surmise these non-native wasps start building their nests at the 
same time as the swallows and thus compete for the same space. 
Kiyoshi has tried coating the inside of some boxes with various oils 
to see if the odour would deter the wasps. Apparently, it has not. 
Now we wonder if the cedar we use to construct the boxes is a type 
of wood the wasps find particularly attractive?  Perhaps, we need 
to build nest boxes with other types of wood (which would require 
painting of the exterior to prevent rotting) and determine if this 
reduces wasp use.

At both Minnekhada Farm Park and Widgeon Marsh Reserve, 
nest boxes were placed on raised poles. Hopefully, this will keep 
them beyond the reach of marauding bears. Of the 26 nest boxes at 
DeBoville Slough, only 5 were used by birds while 4 were in use by 
mice. High water levels from recent rains made access to the wood 
duck boxes impossible. As of newsletter deadline, we have only one 
more nest box cleaning event in the forests of Minnekhada Regional 
Park – this will also be attended by the BMN Young Naturalists Club. 
This is the place where we are most likely to see flying squirrels in 
some of the boxes. If we do find them using a box, we leave the box 
undisturbed (except for the first knock). Ian McArthur has repaired 
some additional larger boxes, originally intended for screech owls, 
which are now ready for installation. These large boxes seem to be 
the ones most favoured by the squirrels who like to fill them with 
conifer needles, bark and other forest debris for some cozy times 
together inside.

Sheep Paddock Trail at Colony Farm Regional Park:
On February 4, some of our members attended an evening 

workshop hosted by Metro Vancouver Parks with regard to 
proposed re-construction of the original sheep paddock trail along 
the Coquitlam River at the north end of Colony Farm Regional Park 
(on the Coquitlam side of the River.)  Because of deterioration 
and erosion, this trail has been officially closed for several years. 
Despite the closure, people keep using the trail. The original trail 
was constructed by Don Gillespie, Doug Bennie and other BMN 
members back in the days when we were promoting the creation 
of a park at Colony Farm. Ever since that time, this trail, which 
offers enticing glimpses of natural habitat along the River, has been 
extremely popular. Metro Vancouver Parks will replace this trail 
with a wide trail/boardwalk which will follow the railway track and 
Lougheed Highway north to Pitt River Road.  While this will provide 
cyclists with a quick and easy passage from Pitt River Road to the 
Park, it will not offer the close contact with nature - and it will be 
much noisier and, certainly, a far less attractive trail for birding. 
At the workshop, participants were presented with three 

options for re-construction…full restoration, no restoration or 
partial to a halfway point which would come to a dead end.   We 
were not happy this workshop was only announced after our 
January meeting with the deadline for submitting comments the 
day just before our February meeting. This very tight timeline 
made it a challenge for us to notify our members to encourage 
their feedback. At this point, we do not know the outcome of the 
February 4 meeting.

Wetland Meeting in Burnaby:
On February 2, I attended a meeting in Burnaby sponsored by 

the BC Wildlife Federation on the “Future of Wetlands in the Lower 
Mainland”. While the focus was on larger wetlands rather than 
the smaller ephemeral ones that provide such excellent habitat 
for species such as red-legged frogs, the meeting was a great 
opportunity to network with a number of wetland-enthusiasts 
throughout the lower mainland. We had a number of interesting 
speakers including Pam Zevit who provided an update on the 
South Coast Conservation Program which she coordinates. I was 
pleased to learn they have developed a program on species at risk 
for schools.

I must admit I was taken aback at this meeting by an 
“announcement” regarding a “new” National Conservation Fund 
(NCF). This is apparently a 5 year granting program for $50 million 
in total which is intended to support a variety of conservation 
initiatives such as wetland protection. It is a grant program for 
non-profit organizations that must be matched with funds raised 
from other sources. We are now apparently entering the 2nd year 
of this program although this was the first I had heard about it.  
Nonetheless, it sounded promising…especially for a government 
that seems to prefer to neglect species at risk. However, I became 
alarmed once we were told the federal government’s Habitat 
Stewardship Program had been “folded” into the new NCF problem.

And what is (was) the Habitat Stewardship Program?  Well, back 
in the days when we were campaigning for Canadian legislation 
to protect for species at risk, the federal government announced a 
Habitat Stewardship Program with an annual grant of $10 million 
per year to go towards projects to protect species at risk. These 
funds were supposed to continue essentially forever to support 
efforts to protect species at risk. So, it turns out the “$50 million-5 
year NCF program” is nothing more than exactly the same money 
dressed up in new clothes. This money will now be spent on 
conservation objectives with a broader focus than simply protecting 
species at risk. Moreover, given that it was announced as a 5 year 
program, it suggests the funding is likely to end once 5 years has 
passed. In fact, this seems like a very tricky way for the federal 
government to terminate the Habitat Stewardship Program while, at 
the same, get credit for a new (but temporary) program to support 
conservation. How sneaky is that?

Meeting with BC Parks about 
Pinecone Burke
By Elaine Golds

In late February (and as followup to a general stakeholder 
meeting with BC Parks in late 2014), I hosted a meeting and light 
supper with BC Parks and BMN members at my home. Attending 
on behalf of BMN were David Mounteney, Ian McArthur, Steve 
Chapman and myself along with Vicki Haberl (Planning Section 

Head) and  Larry Syroishko (Area Supervisor) from BC Parks 
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plus Joanna Hirner, a conservation specialist from the Ministry 
of Environment. The goal was for us to get a better idea of the 
direction BC Parks was going to take with the development of a 
Management Plan for Pinecone Burke and how we could work 
with them to protect and improve the park for public use. They 
were thrilled to learn that Steve and, particularly, Ian had such an 
extensive knowledge of the Park.

The Management Plan will provide some long-overdue directions 
for the management of the park and will identify key issues which 
need to be addressed. However, we are not optimistic the goals of 
any management plan will be realized anytime in the near future 
as the budget for BC parks is totally inadequate. Even finding funds 
to undertake essential repairs is a huge challenge. Nonetheless, 
we can start to identify some key goals which would we like to see 
accomplished once funds become available.

BC Parks has recently improved their policies for working with 
volunteers on trail maintenance so we hope that we can work with 
them to restore the beautiful trail along Widgeon Creek. To do this, 
we could drive into the campsite at the head of the creek to make 
best use of our time. Restoration of this beautiful trail should be 
a high priority – and it could be a great project for our volunteers. 
We also would like to see some bridges built to facilitate creek 
crossings on Burke. One key crossing is at Pritchett Creek along 
the Woodland Walk trail. For many years, a culvert permitted 
an easy crossing but the culvert blew out several years ago. 
Since then, we have relied on an in-creek crossing for which Ian 
engineered some relatively easy steps at low water levels. A few 
years ago, we extracted a promise from BCTC (now BC Hydro) that 
they would build a bridge for us once they had finished twinning 
the transmission line. Right now, they have a bridge in place for 
construction purposes but we think they intend to remove it. 
Meanwhile, construction of the new transmission line has pretty 
much obliterated the safe creek crossing Ian created. Unfortunately, 
with all the changes resulting from the transition from BCTC back to 
BC Hydro, we fear our promise has been forgotten.  It’s time to dig 
out some old emails and renew this conversation!

We also talked about a possible change in location for the 
trailhead on Harper Road. However, I would guess any change might 
be hard to accomplish with all the recent residential construction so 
close to the boundaries of the Park. Nonetheless, some updated and 
correct signage plus the provision of toilets and space for parking 
would be most welcome at this popular trailhead. We expressed our 
desire to avoid having commercial enterprises in Pinecone Burke 
as well as construction of a road further into the Park that could 
facilitate inappropriate uses.

This June will be the 20th anniversary of the creation of Pinecone 
Burke!  Ian has proposed having a special event for this to be set 
up close to the trailhead on Harper Road…in additional to our 
usual public Woodland Walk. We hope to work with BC Parks on 
such an event. This could also be a good opportunity for them to 
let members of the public know about the impending development 
of the Management Plan. It is expected this Plan will slowly take 
shape over the next year or so. Given BC Parks’ woefully inadequate 
budget, this could take longer than we think.

One issue we raised with BC Parks is hunting. Pinecone Burke, 
like many BC parks, is open to hunting. This is something we 
deplore given that we believe one purpose of parks should be to 
provide a safe haven for wildlife. Right now, any portion of the 
Park that falls within municipal boundaries will be subject to their 
restrictions on hunting. Nonetheless, the rest of the Park 

remains open to this type of exploitation. Recently, one single 
hunter has been blamed for the entire elimination of the black bear 
population in the Upper Pitt River valley. While this valley is mostly 
outside of park boundaries, this is the type of impact on wildlife, we 
want to avoid in “our” Park.  Recommending a ban on hunting will 
be a key objective for BMN as we work to develop a management 
plan with BC Parks.

Kinder Morgan Update – 
Possible Impacts on Colony 
Farm?By Elaine Golds

With the federal government now pushing for passage of Bill 
C-51, I fear we have all become labeled as “petroleum activists”.  
I am very taken aback the federal government apparently believes 
people who are concerned about climate change (and know the 
industrial activities of the human race are to blame for rising 
greenhouse gas emissions) are working “against Canada” by 
threatening to “undermine our economy” whenever we take a 
stance against projects that would hugely increase such emissions. 
Even the much-renowned Sierra Club of Canada has been subject 
of bizarre accusations by the RCMP and some federal Ministers. 
Bill C-51 will allow government agencies to infiltrate environmental 
groups on the suspicion that they are promoting civil disobedience 
to oppose resource projects. This seems like a witch hunt to me 
that sounds very much like what happened in the McCarthy era in 

the USA where many people were falsely accused of having 
communist leanings and were therefore blacklisted.

I observed an interesting incident of a bumblebee (likely a queen?) February 
21 (nest box cleaning day) at the Widgeon site. We saw a bumblebee fly over 

and after a while it ended up on a shopping bag (I don’t know whom it belongs 
to) with a beautiful a yellow flower photo, where it stayed for a long while. 
I never thought the artificial objects attracted insects! This is the second 

time I saw bumblebee searching for flowers within a week. photos: Kiyoshi 
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The Young Naturalists will return next month.

For groups such as BC Nature, who are registered intervenors 
in the Kinder Morgan’s National Energy Board Hearing for the 
proposed new pipeline through BC, the deadline to submit a second 
and last round of questions took place in January. Kinder Morgan 
had a deadline to provide responses by February 16. One of their 
responses included comments about the possible use of Colony 
Farm Regional Park for pipeline assembly.  In their responses, they 
noted there could be “impacts” on “corners” of the Park as they 
would require some space in the park to assemble the pipeline 
they intend to pull under the Fraser River. Given that is it a huge 
36 inch diameter pipe, they cannot bend it sharply. They intend to 
pull the pipeline underground in a site adjacent to the park in the 
Forensic Institute’s field which has now been much disturbed by 
construction of a berm around the buildings for flood-proofing. 
While it still seems their intention is to use the nearby railway spur 
line for much of the assembly space, it appears they now believe 
they will need a corner near the Forensic field and also space along 
the north side of the Home Farm next to  the Lougheed Highway. 
Their comments included no detailed information regarding 
whether trees are slated for removal and if construction activities 
are planned during the nesting season. I alerted staff at Metro 
Vancouver Parks to this potential pipeline intrusion (as I doubted 
they would have taken the time to read through the responses to BC 
Nature) but have had no replies from them. Regardless, BMN will 
remain opposed to the use of park space for pipeline construction.       

BMN Archives Report - 
Excerpts from Previous 
March Newsletters By Anne Holt

March 2000 
“Another Trip to Remember!” By Gill and Dave Richardson 

	 After a recent trip to Costa Rica we’ve decided that we never 
want to go to Hawaii or Mexico again. We were spoilt by the 
abundance and proximity of the wildlife in this small country. 
	 We were on an organized tour and had very well informed 
guides wherever we went. Not only were they knowledgeable but 
you could tell that they had a real passion for their environment.
We started our tour in Tortuguero National Park on the Caribbean, 
one of the many national parks in this small country. During our 
two hour boat trip to Jungle Lodge, our vigilant driver and guides 
spotted many species of wildlife. But the bird life was unbelievable 
- so much and so close!  ........ 
	 This was not classed as an eco tour but we cannot see how any 
trip to Costa Rica could not be an eco tour. We’re already 
planning our next trip there! 

March 2003 
“Our Special Relationship with Riverview”  By Joan Spira 
....BMN’s first newsletter mention of the Riverview Lands came in 
November, 1993 when Norma Gillespie thanked our members for 
turning out to the tree tour which the “Friends of the Riverview 
Trees” had scheduled. These “friends” became incorporated as the 
Riverview Horticultural Centre Society (RHCS), formed to save the 
lands; RHCS has since held over  100 such public walks through the 
special trees, very often attended by BMN members. Some walks 
were set up especially for our members, particularly after Don 

Gillespie added on the “backyard” walks through the wilder parts of 
the grounds. ........ 

March 2005 
“Letters of the Month” By Elaine Golds 
	 Every year, the Outdoor Recreation Council draws up a list of the 
most endangered Rivers of BC. I don’t think that the Coquitlam River 
has ever been off that list - and, most unfortunately, little seems to 
have changed over the years for our most magnificent but very dirty 
local river. 
	 It continues to be threatened by gravel mining, urban 
development and many other issues. Every time it rains, this River 
still turns yellow with silt and sediment from the overflowing 
settling ponds of the gravel mines. For much of the winter, silt 
levels in the River continue to exceed those deemed damaging to 
fish. In the past year, there have been settling pond failures and 
mudslides which  have only added  to turbidity levels which are 
already far too high. 
	 Rapid urbanization and road runoff continue to be a problem as 
the population of the Lower Mainland expands. The Coquitlam River 
watershed is taking a lot of that growth. ....... 

March 2008 
“YNC Explorer Day”  By Natalie Kumpula 
	 In January I went to the Bug Invertebrate Museum in New 
Westminster. Some of my friends came, too because not only 
was that day a Young Naturalists Club event, but it was also my 
10th birthday! 
	 Anyway, at the Bug Lab, my friends and I got sheets of paper and 
pencils. On the sheet of paper, there was a list of bugs that we had 
to find and answer questions about them. We saw stick bugs, ghost 
beetles, and many more kinds of bugs. There was also a lady who 
gave us a presentation on bugs. She let kids hold stick bugs and 
cockroaches. I thought all of the bugs were rally cool, and it was the 
most fun birthday party that I have ever had! 

March 2009 
A Letter of Thanks from The Nature Trust of BC. 
	 To all associated with the Wonderful Burke Mountain Naturalists: 
Thanks to your generous Leadership, the “Heart of the Fraser” 
project is gathering momentum. Dr. Marvin Rosenau and his BCIT. 
team of four students are working out of The Nature Trust of BC’s 
research centre, named in memory of  Wendy Thompson. Wendy, 
a paramedic, was on a mercy flight to the Queen Charlotte Islands 
in Jan. 1995 when her aircraft was lost at sea. Wendy loved the 
natural splendor of BC. and would so agree with your “To Know 
Nature and Keep it Worth Knowing”. Thank you for being so Extra 
Special to our Treasure of a Province. All at The Nature Trust thank 
you for your wonderful encouragement.      Most sincerely, Patrick Oswald 

March 2010 
“Nature and Feeder Watch”  By Rozanne Thomson 
	 At my home, I (Rozanne) have a Pileated Woodpecker coming to 
our suet feeder. I will know it is there from any part of the house, 
as the first thing it does is to bang hard on the post from which 
the suet feeder is hanging. The sound echoes nicely; there is no 
question that it has arrived. I believe it is a first year bird, as a 
mother has brought her young ones to this feeder each year for  
3 years. The youngsters that are brought all have short bright 
orange feathers on their heads 
that look like brush cuts. It’s only later in the season that they 
sprout the typical Pileated look. I’ve never been able to photograph 

them: they spook too easily.
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Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System, by Christine 
Hanrahan et al, 1994, 121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library

Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992, 
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,  
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available on  
our website www.bmn.bc.ca
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I had a chance to visit Widgeon early this morning for preparation of the hummingbird 
monitoring today, and found delightful scene of a few Tree Swallow flying around and 
perching along the fenced lawn site in front of the residents. I just want to share with 
you the happy scene after last year’s devastating vandalism. I counted about 25 TRES 
flying over the lawn around 10 am, and also a few more above the marsh area around 

noon time. Let’s hope the new modification on the nest poles work this year.
photos: Kiyoshi Takahashi


