
Annual Silent Auction Evening 
a Huge Success! by Christina Saremba

The cold temperature and icy road conditions did not prevent 76 
persons from attending the annual general meeting and participate in 
the fund raising activities of the evening. People began arriving at 7:00 
pm to mingle and take their first look over the many items in the silent 
auction available to bid on.

Ian McArthur, who was our emcee for the evening, started the 
meeting at 7:30 pm. He reviewed the evening’s agenda, including a 
review of last year’s AGM minutes and financials, the silent auction, 
and items for sale such as home baked items, a variety of seasonal 
greenery, used naturethemed books and reference materials, 
and Wilderness Committee calendars. In addition to the member 
contributions for the baked goods, used books, and greenery tables, 
we received donations of items from 27 BMN members and six local 
vendors for the silent auction. The vendors who supported our club’s 
fund raising included:

Please support the local vendors who have generously contributed to 
our club’s fundraising activity.

Following the AGM business, three of our musically talented BMN 
members, Gay Mitchell, Janet Rozanski, and Rich Sobel, entertained us 
as a trio with festive music. Gay played the flute, Janet the piano, and 
Rich the mandolin. There was a flurry of activity and a buzz of energy 
as people made their way around the room to place their bids on the 
silent auction items and make their purchases from the tables. The 
smell of spices in the simmering mulled cider wafted through the air as 
people nibbled on holiday treats. 

This year we introduced a 50/50 raffle and sold tickets at the 
meeting to help with our fundraising activities. Victoria Otton embraced 
her role as the ticket seller. She donned a hand-crafted ticket seller’s 
cap and a casino style dealer’s apron and worked her way through the 
crowd to sell 150 tickets. 
The draw for the raffle 
was done at the end of 
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Tuesday, Feb 14, 7:30 pm 
Como Lake United Church

King Albert Avenue, Coquitlam 
Bologist Dr. Lee Harding will present  

a slideshow describing the current status  
of BC’s boreal and mountain caribou.

Visit our website for updates  
and additional information:  

www.bmn.bc.ca

N E X T  M E E T I N G :  

Members and guests inspect the assortment of auction items available.

The Backyard Bird Centre Port Moody Three $25 gift certificates

Gerry’s Vintners Coquitlam $200 gift box

Pomme Natural Markets Port Coquitlam $100 gift bag

Safeway (Austin Avenue) Coquitlam $25 gift certificate

Save-On Foods (Ottawa Street) Port Coquitlam $50 gift certificate

Thrifty Foods Port Moody Four $25 gift certificates

Reminder: Please renew your membership

Victoria Otton selling 50/50 raffle tickets.
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the evening and the winner was Deanna McArthur. Deanna generously 
donated back her winnings to be used towards our fundraising. Thank 
you, Deanna!

At 8:30 pm, Ian presented his Year in Review slideshow, which 
featured a collection of images from the many BMN activities, events 
and meetings that members participated in during 2016.

Following the slideshow, members had five minutes to complete 
their final bids. The bidding was closed at 9:10 pm. The total funds 
raised during the evening was approximately $2600.

A portion of the funds raised will be used to purchase an ultrasound 
detector to assist our bat monitoring team to study and monitor bats in 
the Tri-Cities area. The detector will also be used to conduct outreach 
education programs to help educate people about the bats that live in 
the area and what they can do to help the bat populations. (Contact 
John or Christina Saremba at 2sarembas@gmail.com, if you would 
like to learn more about how you can help local bat populations or to 
join the bat monitoring team.) Some of the funds will be used towards 
updating and enhancing the BMN website in order to provide options 
for better interaction with our members and others who are interested 
in our club’s activities and resources.

Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped to make the event a 
success and the evening memorable. Gay Mitchell, Janet Rozanski, and 
Rich Sobel for sharing their musical talents to provide merry, seasonal 
music throughout the evening. Liz Thunstrom and Alison Burton for 
organizing and selling the many delightful, homemade goodies at the 
bake table. Jeff Rudd, Anne Holt and Hilary Maguire for the organizing 
and selling the variety of nature-themed reference materials at the 
book tables. Ian McArthur for his usual stellar job as emcee and for 
compiling and presenting the 2016 BMN Year-In-Review slideshow. 
Elaine Golds for providing goodies and making her famous hot, mulled 
cider for everyone to enjoy. Norma and Don Gillespie, and the Riverview 
Horticultural Society for supplying and selling the seasonal greenery. 
Candice Archer for posting about the event and acknowledging the 
vendors’ contributions on the BMN social media sites. And finally, 
Carole Edwards and 
Mahasti Salehi for 
helping me collect 
donations and organize 
the silent auction. Well 
done, everyone!

BMN Loses Stalwart Volunteer 
Donna Crosby by Elaine Golds

Many BMN members will be saddened to learn of the passing of 
Donna Crosby on December 24. Donna was a long-time and stalwart 
BMN member whose passion was for Riverview and its very uncertain 
future. I had the pleasure of serving with Donna on Coquitlam’s Riverview 
Stewardship Committee for many years. As a member of that group, 
representing the RV Horticultural Centre Society (RHCS), Donna made 
a contribution that truly deserves to be remembered. She always did 
her homework and attended every meeting well prepared with very 
strategic questions about the management and future of Riverview’s tree 
collection. The answers we typically received were vague and often not 
especially helpful. Donna politely kept the government and consultant 
staff on their toes with her incisive questions and by constantly referring 
to written comments taken from minutes of previous meetings. I think that 
over the years, it was Donna’s well thought-through and careful questions 
that gradually built up the confidence of the City staff members, and that 
ultimately helped to build a solid and trusting relationship between BMN, 
RHCS and the provincial consultants handling the Riverview file. Donna 
was consistently gracious, diligent, persistent and always polite; the 
strategy she chose was very effective. 

For several months prior to the each annual Treefest, there were 
seemingly endless calls and emails between Donna and Riverview and 
City staff. She had the good sense to be able to anticipate problems 
and this was generally what made the organization of Treefest proceed 
without problems. In years past, Donna’s husband Ken was another of the 
volunteers upon whom Treefest depended. A few months ago, Donna lost 
Ken after nursing him at home over a slow decline. This year, she had the 
unenviable task of organizing Treefest without Ken by her side. 

Donna had superb organizational skills. I recall one meeting at Donna’s 
home where we were discussing a relatively minor aspect of Riverview’s 
history. To clarify the point under discussion, Donna went to her records 
and, in minute or two, returned with copies of the documents we had 
been discussing!  

Donna also spent countless hours preparing for the monthly public 
tree walks at Riverview. Over the years, the numbers of knowledgeable 
volunteers to lead these walks has gradually diminished. Thankfully, 
Norma Gillespie has kindly risen to the challenge of promoting 

Riverview’s tree collection. During the past few years, Norma has 
led many successful public monthly tree walks and awakened 

Norma Gillespie displays some seasonal greenery from Riverview.  
photos:  John Saremba

The baked goods 
table was popular 

again this year.

Donna and Ken Crosby were key volunteers at Treefest, the annual celebration of the 
heritage tree collection on the Riverview Hospital site. photo: V. Otton 



many people in our community to the impressive tree collection found 
at Riverview. Donna attended almost all of these monthly tree walks. 
She always was quietly present just in case she was needed - she 
well knew what a challenge it could be if forty people showed up 
anticipating a professional tree tour. 

Donna was a sincere and wonderfully dedicated volunteer. She will 
be much missed.

Saturday, January 21 at 9:00 AM  
Birding with Larry along the Pitt River Dyke

Join members of Nature Vancouver and leader Larry Cowan for a 
half-day birding field trip along Port Coquitlam’s Pitt River Dyke north 
from the east end of Sherling Place back to the parking lot at DeBoville 
Slough. This route covers excellent dyke-side habitats. Birders will 
be on the lookout for visiting winter and resident species. Meet in the 
main parking lot adjacent to the public washrooms at Cedar & Victoria 
Drives (DeBoville Slough) in Port Coquitlam at 09:00. Carpools will then 
be arranged to the start point on Sherling Place. Larry Cowan 604-307-
0931.Organized by Nature Vancouver.

Tuesday, February 14 at 7:30 PM  
MONTHLY MEETING: Status of BC’s Caribou 
Populations

At our February meeting, biologist Lee Harding will present a 
slideshow describing the current status of BC’s boreal and mountain 
caribou. Dr. Harding will give an overview of the BC and federal 
recovery plans for these species.

In the church hall of Como Lake United Church, corner of Marmont 
Avenue and King Albert Street in Coquitlam. 

Saturday, February 18 at 9:00 AM  
Birding with Larry at Colony Farm Regional Park

Join members of the Nature Vancouver and Larry Cowan on a half-
day birding trip. Colony Farm Park is home to many over-wintering 
raptors, sparrows, waterfowl and usually a Northern Shrike or two. 
Meet at the parking area at the south end of Colony Farm Rd. in 
Coquitlam at 9:00. Larry Cowan 604-307-0931. Organized by Nature 
Vancouver.

Two Board Members  
Step Down

At our AGM, we bid a very fond farewell to Carole Edwards, who 
has volunteered as our highly valued Treasurer for an amazing 2 
decades!!!  Keeping all our accounts in order consumed her diligent 
attention for many hours. She has been a truly outstanding Treasurer 
for BMN, and with many thanks to Carole’s capable efforts, our books 
have always balanced!!  Mahasti Salehi has generously offered to 
be our new Treasurer and Carole is assisting Mahasti in these first 
months, making the transition as smooth as possible.

We were also sorry to lose another valuable Board Member in 
December. David Mounteney decided it was time for a break from our 
Board. David is very active with the Friends of DeBoville Slough, so if you 
want to see Dave you will find him on the dykes or pulling knotweed!  

We will miss Carole and David’s helpful input at our Board 
meetings. Many, many thanks to Carole and Dave for their thoughtful 
advice and wise counsel over the past two years!

Their departures have left us with two vacancies to fill. If anyone 
is interested, please give Elaine a call at 604-937-3483. We meet 
once a month. Anne Holt kindly provides a lovely meeting space and 
delicious baking!! 

BMN Hike:  
Mount Galiano by Mark Johnston

Saturday, August 27, 2016
Every year or two we like to combine a little seafaring with our 

hiking. Last year we took the ferry from Horseshoe Bay to Bowen Island 
and hiked to the top of Mt. Gardner. This year we boarded the Queen of 
Nanaimo and sailed from Tsawwassen to Galiano Island; our objective, 
to climb Mt. Galiano. 

	On summer weekends, sailings to the Gulf Islands are often full, 
and there was some initial worry that we might not make the boat. 
One of our members, checking with BC Ferries, had discovered that 
reservations for foot passengers were already full. Our best chance to 
make the sailing, she’d learned, was for us to be at the terminal an hour 
ahead of time. So I spread the word among those of us planning to go, 
and we all managed to arrive at the terminal early enough to assure 
passage on the vessel. While waiting to depart, we enjoyed watching 
harbour seals, which were hauled out on a rock jetty. The sun was out, 

and it was promising to be good day. 
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A Note from Elaine
I want to thank the BMN members who so graciously 

supported me to return as your President!  Some of you may not 
be aware that I had a mild stroke in September on our very long 
way home from a fabulous month-long trip to Africa.   I have 
been left with mild impairments such as short-term memory 
problems and cannot drive.  I hope to get back to driving some 
time over the nest few months.  This certainly makes it a 
challenge to get to meetings on time!!  Typing is not easy for me 
but I think that practice will slowly improve my skills over time.  
In the meantime, I cannot attempt to compose my biweekly 
“Green Scene” column for the Tri-City News but I hope to get 
back to it when I am able.  I have been able to get out for walks 
during this icy weather so I hope that short hikes in the summer 
will improve my balance.  It’s been an interesting experience…
one which I do not recommend!!  My words still slur when 
I get tired and I have become quite an expert at misplacing 
essential household items such as the remote TV control and the 
occasional cordless phone (just ask my very patient husband, 
Bruce, who has sometimes found them in the fridge)!

From summit, looking across Active Pass to Helen Point and Mt. Parke on Mayne Island 
and beyond to Saturna Island; Pender Island visible on the right
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	Our fifty-minute voyage to Galiano was notable in a couple of 
respects. We sailed toward and then beneath an approaching cloud 
cover. And while the sea did not seem especially choppy, the ferry 
rolled from side to side, making it hard for us to stand and move 
around. By the time we disembarked at Sturdies Bay, we had lost the 
sun and were a feeling a little bit wobbly legged. 

After pausing for a few words of introduction and a group photo, we 
walked up Sturdies Bay Road as far as Whaler Bay and then entered 
the Bluffs Park forest, where trails allowed us to proceed in a beeline 
toward Mt. Galiano. The park’s forest is very pleasant, quite open, 
with many mature trees—especially Douglas-fir—and a regenerating 
understory. As we made our way through the forest, we gained a fair 
amount of elevation. 

On the other side of the forest, we crossed Bluff Road and picked 
up another trail, which, though descending more than we would have 
liked, seemed to point us in the right direction. I had been uncertain 
as to which of a few possible routes we should take but could see that 
our present course was in line with the start of Grace Trail, one of three 
primary ways up the mountain. Our “choice” proved fortuitous, since 
Grace Trail, an old road, has a favourable grade, and its openness let 
us welcome and enjoy the reappearance of the sun. There are many 
nice maple trees along the road, and their yellow leaves contrasted 
beautifully with widening patches of blue sky. 

In time we re-entered the evergreen forest and joined the steeper 
Galiano Club Trail. We followed the Club Trail to the top, with one stop 
along the way to peer out between Garry oaks toward Trincomali 
Channel. Once on top we found places to sit down, have lunch, and 
take in the expansive views. Spread out before us were many of the 
other Gulf Islands: we could see Mayne and Pender, with Saturna 
poking up behind; also, the whole of Prevost Island and much of Salt 
Spring. Pleasure craft plied the waters of Swanson and Trincomali 
channels, and ferries made regular passage through Active Pass. 
Meanwhile ravens flew by and vultures soared on thermals. As the late 
summer sun still had a great deal of strength, many of us sought out 
ways to mitigate its burning intensity. There are some very large old-
growth firs atop the mountain, and these provided the desired shade. 

	We could of spent twice as much time at the summit as we did. But 
we knew, if we wanted to make the afternoon sailing, we shouldn’t 
stay too long. So, after a leisurely hour, maybe an hour and a quarter, 
and with a mindful eye on the time, we gathered up our things and 
began our descent. We planned to return by a different route. We 
started by taking the Galiano Club Trail all the way down to Active 

Pass Drive. Part way along we were thrilled to have a close up and 
extended view of a hairy woodpecker. Next, we walked along Active 
Pass Drive as far as Highland. We enjoyed the road’s quiet atmosphere 
and had some nice views overlooking Georgeson Bay. Then at the end 
of Highland Drive, as we prepared to climb a short stretch of trail up 
to Bluffs Park, we happened upon signage directing one “75 steps” to 
a restored Japanese charcoal pit kiln. We decided to investigate and 
discovered a tear-shaped structure made of stones. The earthen floor 
had been partially excavated to reveal a cedar-rail subfloor (a design 
feature for maximizing airflow). Previously I had visited restored kilns 
on Mayne and Salt Spring islands. Charcoal-making was important in 
the development of Japanese industry, and Japanese settlers brought 
the technology to the Gulf Islands in the late 1800s. Kilns, like the one 
before us, were used in the production of charcoal for a number of BC 
industries, including salmon canning, explosives, and blacksmithing. 

	After visiting the kiln, we resumed our climb to the bluffs. Upon 
reaching them we continued along the bluffs and enjoyed further views 
of water, islands, and ferries. We circled round to Bluff Road and then 
walked mainly on rural roads back to Sturdies Bay. At the outskirts of 
the little village, some of us saw a pileated woodpecker, but others, 
focussed on obtaining ice cream, missed it. 

	Our trip home would be by means of a much smaller ferry, the 
Bowen Queen. We didn’t want to miss it and made sure we bought our 
tickets in a timely way. As it turned out, we had lots of time to soak 
up the late afternoon sun before sailing, and on the trip home most of 
us chose to sit on the top deck and continue to enjoy the sun’s now 

slanting rays. 

 Our group, newly arrived on Galiano Island. photo:  Brad Spring

From Mt. Galiano summit, looking toward Prevost and Salt Spring islands photo:  Terry Puls

Grace Trail. photo:  Terry Puls In the Bluffs Park forest. photo:  Brad Spring



Nature Watch by Liz Thunstrom

With the extreme weather over the past month, it has been more 
difficult to get outside.  It will be interesting to hear the results of this 
year’s Christmas bird count at the meeting.  Como Lake was completely 
frozen over so all the water birds have had to leave.  This is unusual; 
there is usually a patch that the birds keep open by their activity, but 
due to the very rapid drop in temperature this year, that did not occur.

The advantage of being virtually snowed in is more time to watch 
the feeder birds, of which there is a great variety here.  In between 
thawing out sugar water, chopping apples and preparing suet cakes, 
it was interesting to see how some birds adapted. There were a good 
number of varied thrushes and towhees taking advantage of fruit and 
suet on the ground, but one enterprising thrush learned how to hang 
onto the suet feeder to get it from the source.  On several occasions, 
there would be a woodpecker on one side and the thrush on the other!  
One bedraggled Steller’s jay went even further - to ensure its food 
arrived in timely fashion, it actually scratched on the back door!  It is 
quite amazing to see hummingbirds active in the coldest days and 
there were a number of fights over turns at the feeder.  I put a trouble 
light out over some small branches on the porch, which gave the birds 
a short respite from the rain and snow between feeds. As well, a flock 
of bushtits, numerous chickadees and flickers and even a pileated 
woodpecker have visited.
	 I came across the following information from Bird Studies Canada:
Advances in Radio tracking technology

The Motus Wildlife Tracking system is giving researchers the ability 
to track small migratory songbirds with precision. The birds are mist-
netted, banded and a tiny radio transmitter is fastened on the back 
which sends unique signals to a  VHF receiver.  The tiny nano-tag 
tracking tags are so small and light they can be used for hummingbirds, 
bats and even larger insects. 
There is currently a network of over 300 land-based receiving stations 
across Canada, the US and Central and South America which are 
easy to deploy and maintain. More are being established in Mexico, 
the Caribbean and western flyways to complete the array and help 
researchers understand precisely where birds stop to rest, where they 
sleep or where they forage.  The aim is to help direct land conservation 
priorities along the hemisphere’s flyways. In 2015, a Swainson’s thrush 
was banded and tagged in eastern Colombia on March 19.  It left the 
area April 14th and was picked up by radio receivers at Chaplin Lake, 
Saskatchewan on May 18th. This indicated the bird had journeyed close 
to 6000 miles in 34 days! The data is managed by Bird Studies Canada 
at a central database in collaboration with researchers.  Twenty-seven 
bird species have already been tracked by this network. To see more 
about this, go to http://www.birdscanada.org/research/motus/ 
				                             Happy New Year, everyone.

BMN Archives - Excerpts from 
Previous January Newsletters
by Anne Holt

January 2001 
«Nature - Feeder Watch” by Rozanne Thomson 
	 Linda Timbs reports that her backyard bear has retired for the 
winter. However, another predator, in the form of a Cooper’s hawk, 
consumed a Varied thrush right in her back yard. She also has a 
yellow-shafted Northern flicker at her suet feeder. Linda also visits 
Lafarge Lake regularly. On one such visit she saw one male Pied-
Billed grebe who managed to catch a small trout. (The lake is stocked 
by the city.)
Also from January 2001 
“President’s Annual Report”  by Elaine Golds 
. . . This year, we also awarded our first ever Honorary Life-time 
Membership to John Cashore, our retiring MLA who has been so 
instrumental in conveying our concerns to the government in Victoria. 	
	 Without John’s influence, we likely would not have Colony Farm 
Regional Park, Pinecone-Burke Provincial Park, land protected along 
DeBoville Slough, Riverview Hospital still intact and the Upper Pitt 
still the best place for wild salmon . . . to mention a few of the many 
issues we have brought to his attention . . . 
January 2002 
“Canadian Mining Companies Help Bats” by David Mounteney 
	 Several Canadian mining companies have joined forces with Bat 
Conservation International (BCI) to protect winter hibernation sites in 
old abandoned mines in Canada and the U.S. Instead of completely 
sealing old mine entrances, specially designed steel gates are 
installed allowing the bats access to the mine tunnels while keeping 
children out. BCI has been working on this project since 1993. 
Biologists evaluate the suitability of a mine for bat habitat and BCI 
designs the bat-compatible gates.
January 2003 
“ Dwarf Mistletoe” by Derek Wilson 
	 In 2000, a group of BMN hikers were on the Ten Vistas trail on the 
mountain on the west side of Buntzen Lake where we noticed gnarled 
broom-like growths on a number of trees. Ian McArther explained 
that these growths were known as witches broom. It is formed by a 
parasitic mistletoe, he remarked, which has the ability to «shoot» its 
seeds to strike and invade nearby trees. This encounter was the first 
time that I had seen this unusual plant. 
	 Subsequently, I noticed an infestation of witches broom on the 
Centennial Trail on Burnaby Mtn. I wanted to find out more about this 
curious plant, which turned out to have an important role in forest 
ecology and in supporting wildlife. I did find more information on the 
internet and in books.
January 2005 
“BMN Hikers Year in Review - Early Fall Hikes” by Mark Johnston 

	 After a couple of weeks of unsettled weather, we finally had on 
Labour Day a window of opportunity in which to attempt Mt. 
McFarlane.. . . After a few minutes’ respite, we began the final 
ascent. As we progressed, we left off following the trail, deciding that 
staying on the ridge›s crest would be better. Overall, the climb went 
more smoothly than anticipated, and our spirits were buoyed as we 
measured our progress against neighbouring Mt. Pierce›s slightly 
lower summit. As well, our views were fast becoming breathtakingly 
panoramic, until finally, unbelievably, we were standing beside the very 
substantial, painstakingly constructed summit cairn. We dropped our 

packs and began to take in the view. We could see forever!
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Welcome to our new members!

We are very pleased to welcome the following new members to the 
club over the past couple of months. Please look out for them at the 

next meeting or hike and extend your own personal welcome.

Port Coquitlam: Dale Gregory and Lisa Zalusky
Port Moody: Joanna Tong

Mahasti Salehi, Membership



✃

Send your completed membership form to: Burke Mountain Naturalists,  
P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4
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The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is a member club 
of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists) BMN is a registered non-profit 
Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are: 
•  to promote the enjoyment of nature 
•  to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,  our environment 
•  to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas, 
    particularly local areas 
•  to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the natural world

President: Elaine Golds, elaine.golds@gmail.com or 604.937.3483 

Vice President: Victoria Otton, votton@sfu.ca or 604.937.5379 

Past President: Ian McArthur, imcart@telus.net or 604.939.4039 
 Treasurer & Membership:  
Mahasti Saleh, mahastifath@gmail.com or 604.603.9865

Recording Secretary: Mary Metzger, mary.metzger12@gmail.com

Members-at-Large: 
Anne Holt (604.936.4108), Candice Archer (604.961.6963)   
Elaine Golds  (604.937.3483), Lori Austin (604.464.7415),  
Hilary Maguire (604.469.5805), Mahasti Salehi (604.603.9865) 

Volunteer Coordinator:  
Christina Saremba, 2sarembas@gmail.com or 604.351.9643

BC Nature Director: 
Elaine Golds. elaine.golds@gmail.com or 604.937.3483

Newsletter Editor: 
Hilary Maguire, BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com or 604.469.580

Newsletter Design: 
Brigitte Breuer, bbreuer.bc@gmail.com or 604.353.8325

Education/Conservation Committee: 
Chair: Elaine Golds elaine.golds@gmail.com - Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton -  
Members: Mike Griffin, Ian McArthur, Niall Williams, Lori Austin 

Nature and Feeder Watch: Liz Thunstrom (604-939-9571) ethunstrom@shaw.ca

Young Naturalists Club: Noriko Nakaya (604.675.9031) bmnync@gmail.com 

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)

“Discover Nature in the Tri-Cities” 2015, (40 pages) a children’s nature guide; also 
available on our website (40 pages) and from local libraries 

Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough 
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor 

Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area DeBoville Slough, Como Lake,  
The Herons of Colony Farm  and our recently updated checklist for the birds of Colony 
Farm Park

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough 

The Shoreline Park Flora and Fauna Inventory, 1994 (121 pages) is available on 
our website as well as from the Port Moody library.

Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992, 23pgs. plus 
Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,  
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available on our 
website www.bmn.bc.caThis newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre, is ecologo, processed 

chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.

Membership Form
Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership
	 ❑ Individual Membership ($25.00/year)

	 ❑ Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year)  
	      (Please include all first names and indicate which are children.) 

	 ❑ Group Membership ($30.00/year)
Membership information: Members receive ten monthly newsletters  
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also 
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a 
registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

Name(s):________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

City:_________________________________________________ 

Postal Code: __________________________________________

Telephone:____________________________________________

E-mail:_______________________________________________

January 2007 
“Lost, and Found - One Newsletter Editor” by Victoria Otton 
	 In the Dec. issue of this newsletter, Caelan Griffiths wrote 
an eloquent farewell to BMN and announced his resignation as 
newsletter editor. By the time you read this, Caelan will be searching 
for greener pastures in France. 
	 Caelan asked for a replacement, and - just in time for Christmas,	
his request was answered: Hilary Maguire has taken up the position 
of newsletter editor. Hilary has been a member of BMN for over 
ten years, during which time she has been a regular volunteer with 
the BMN displays at community events, at nestbox cleanings and 
birdcounts and anything else related to birds. The BMN Executive 
Committee is delighted that she will now be turning her skills to the 
content and oversight of this newsletter.

DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is Saturday, Feb 4, 2017.

Hunters in the Sky!  by Wendy Snyder

Falcons and other raptors strike their prey from above with all four toes 
extended. The Birders Handbook, Ehrlich, Dobkin, Wheye, 1988

It happened so quickly … 
a merlin – quiet, fast; deadly 
swooped through the trees 

scattering the group of birds feasting on laurel berries. 
They had no warning … 

seemingly no chance to get away – 
but yet they did – 

this time ...

5 birders - 16 bird species 
A sunny August morning 9:30 - 11:30 am 

Stoney Creek, Eastlake Trail, Burnaby

Merlin.  
photo:  Alison Pakulak


