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BURKE MOUNTAIN NATURALISTS

Promoting Nature Awareness in Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, Port Moody and beyond

New Public Meeting Location
and Weekday - EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER

As mentioned in September’s newsletter, the Como Lake United
Church, where we currently hold our public meetings, is planning
on rebuilding. As a result, the BMN Executive have been on the
search for a new location for our public meetings. We are happy to
announce that we have found a wonderful new location! As of this
November, BMN public meetings will move from the current location
(Como Lake United Church located on the corner of Marmont Street
and King Albert Avenue) to The King of Life Lutheran Church located
at 1198 Falcon Drive (the corner of Falcon Drive and Guildford Way)
in Coquitlam.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tues October 10, 7:30 pm BMN MONTHLY MEETING:
Presentation by Dr. Rob Butler on ‘Vancouver - A City for the Birds’.

Sun Oct 22, 11 am -3 pm:

Salmon-Come-Home Celebration at Hoy Creek in Coquitlam

The Hoy Creek Fish Hatchery celebrates the return of BC’s favourite
fish with fishy activities including salmon viewing, children’s crafts,
and music. BMN will be at this annual celebration with our displays
and children’s puzzles along with many other volunteers and local
stewardship groups. Dress for the weather. Location is around the
Hoy Creek Hatchery, just downstream of Douglas College (north of
Coquitlam City Hall and west of the Aquatic Centre).
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Wed Oct 25, 6:30 pm: Minnekhada
Park Association AGM with Special
Presentation by the BMN Bat Team
The guest speaker at the 2017 AGM

of the Minnekhada Park Association

is John Saremba, chair of the

BMN’s Bat Team. John will give a
slide presentation on BMN’s bat
conservation and monitoring work. His
presentation will include a display of
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Meeting space at this new location is only available on Thursday
evenings. Therefore, starting this November, public meetings are
the second THURSDAY of each month.

November’s public meeting is:

Date: Thursday, November 9
Time: 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm (doors open at 7:00 pm)
Location: King of Life Church, 1198 Falcon Drive, Cog.

(corner of Falcon Drive and Guildford Way in Coquitlam)

The BMN Executive are very excited about the new meeting
space, and think you will be too. It is bright and spacious. There is
a foyer for setting up display tables and where people can easily
gather. A kitchen is also available for our use. The church has an
excellent audio-visual system including a presentation screen
mounted from the ceiling to make easy viewing for everyone. There
is a large parking lot adjacent to the church with level-entry access
to the building.

We will send an email and phone members without email, about
the meeting location and weekday change. Please spread the word
to others who may be interested in knowing.

Thank you to our Executive team members, Mary Metzger, Lori
Austin, and Victoria Otton for their work on securing a new meeting
location for our club.

bat boxes custom built for our local area and several handouts. Held
in the Minnekhada Lodge, 4455 Oliver Rd, Coquitlam.

Sat Nov 4, 9 am - 1 pm: Birding with Larry

at DeBoville Slough and Minnekhada Regional Park

Join members of Nature Vancouver for this half-day birding field trip
to DeBoville Slough/Minnekhada Regional Park. The area is home to
many over-wintering species with waterfowl in the sloughs, ponds
and river, and the chance of raptors over the fields. Meet leader
Larry Cowan in the parking lot adjacent to the washroom facilities
at Cedar and Victoria Drives in NE Coquitlam at 9 am. Arrangements
will be made to position an appropriate number of vehicles in the
parking area off Quarry Road at Minnekhada for our return trip. For
more information, call Larry at 604.307.0931.

Looking for Photos
lan McArthur is putting
the BMN Year in Review
slide show together. If you
have a photo or a few from
BMN events in 2017, we
would like to use. Please
email digital photos to lan
(imcart@telus.net) or phone
(604.939.4039 ) him.

NEXT MEETING:

Thursday, November 9, 7:30 pm
NEW LOCATION: King of Life
Church, 1198 Falcon Drive, Coq.
BMN MONTHLY MEETING:
Presentation on
‘The BMN Year in Review’

Visit our website for updates
and additional information: www.bmn.bc.ca




Sat Nov 4, 8 am — 4:15 pm:
Metro Vancouver’s 16th Annual Fall Parksfest

You are cordially invited to Metro Vancouver’s 16th Annual Fall
Parksfest event, a day of learning with practical workshops and
inspiring presentations.

Fall Parksfest is a way to thank park partners and volunteers

who support regional parks and to inspire future volunteers and
partners. Please feel free to extend this invitation to others in your
network who may be interested in this opportunity.

This year’s theme is Celebrating 50 Years of Regional Parks.
Date: Saturday, November 4, 2017
Location: Blusson Hall, Simon Fraser Uni., Burnaby Campus

Time: 8:00 am - 4:15 pm (but feel free to join us for any
part of the day as suits your schedule)

Registration: www.parksfest.com, or call 604.432.6359 to register.
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Friday, October 27th

*Register by Friday, October 13th and your name will be put into an early bird draw.
This event is a wonderful opportunity for participants to come
together, make important connections, and develop and share
experiences and expertise. We hope you can make it for part or
all of the day!

Thurs Nov 9, 7:30 pm: MONTHLY BMN MEETING

with presentation on ‘The BMN Year in Review’

It has been a super-active year for BMN, and this slide presentation
will give some of the highlights of 2017. BMN Interim President

lan McArthur will show photos from this year’s hikes, cycle trips,
birding and botanizing outings, community events and more. This
is the perfect opportunity to learn about BMN if you are thinking of
joining us. Or, if you’ve recently joined and are not yet aware of all
that the club does.

Please note that this slide show is a compilation of photos taken by
BMN members, and that lan is still seeking more photos. If you have
photos to contribute, please send them to lan at imcart@telus.net.

PLEASE NOTE: This meeting is on Thursday evening at our new
location. King of Life Lutheran Church, 1198 Falcon Drive (SW
corner of Falcon and Guildford), Coquitlam BC

There is ample parking in the church parking lot, off the Falcon
Drive entrance.

Hikes

Saturday, October 14 — Dewdney Peak (Mission)

This moderate, but steep Fraser Valley hike is sometimes
referred to as “The Dewdney Grind”. On this hike, we will pass by
a memorial cabin dedicated to Ben von Hardenberg, a pilot who
lost his life trying to put out a forest fire in 2003. Wonderful views
of the Fraser Valley can be seen from a couple of viewpoints. Due
to recent logging, the exact route will be determined closer to the
hike date. A less strenuous day may be preferred by some with only
going as far as the cabin. The full round trip distance is 8 km (5 mi)
with a cumulative elevation gain of 840 m (2755 ft). Meet at the
ICBC Licensing Office (1930 Oxford Connector in Port Coquitlam)
at 8:00 am. Return 5:00 pm. Please contact lan (604.939.4039) for
more information.

Saturday, October 28 — Coquitlam Lake View Trail

In recent years, club members have realigned a portion of the
Lake View Trail and also built a new trail to a slightly higher
and much more favourable viewpoint. On this moderate
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hike, we will have an opportunity to see what they’ve done and,

if the weather allows, enjoy the new lookout’s stunning views of
Coquitlam Lake and Eagle Ridge. Round trip distance is about 9.6
km (6 mi) with an elevation gain of 640 m (2100 ft). Meet at the top
of Harper Road (off Coast Meridian) at 9:00 am. Return 4:00 pm.
Please contact Mark (604.552.0727) for more information.

The New Beavers

in Pigeon CI eek By Judy Taylor-Atkinson

The two beavers, who made Pigeon Creek their home in October
2016, have now produced two kits. The beaver kits (9-10 weeks
old) have made their first appearance with mom over the last few
days. The Klahanie community is very invested in this beaver colony
and continues to post pictures, videos, drawings and even short
educational videos about beavers on our Face Book page. The male
was named Brewster after a contest was held early this year.
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Brewster the beaver. Photo: Jenny Steward Norgaard
Pigeon creek water levels remained fairly consistent, even with the

drought, and the new pond has provided habitat for a Mallard duck
and her brood of 9 ducklings in the spring, a couple of herons who
regularly hunt along the edge, new salamanders and an increase in
aquatic vegetation such as a species of bulrush. We also have water
striders and dragon flies now. Each new species that shows up
provides an opportunity for photos and education on the Face Book
page. Adrian Nelson (a beaver flow device expert) and Jim Atkinson
continue to monitor the water levels and wrap trees, if necessary. The
addition of this important keystone species is transforming our once
low-flow creek bed into a thriving riparian area.

Unfortunately, the city of Port Moody, unlike the city of Vancouver,
has chosen not to create an interpretive opportunity built around
this keystone species. This fall we hope to expand our educational
opportunities here for the residents of Klahanie. If any BMN
members would like to assist us it would be greatly appreciated.
Please contact me at: jimnjudy@shaw.ca
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Beaver kits ‘Woody’ and ‘Chip’, named after an online contest.
Photo: Jenny Steward Norgaard




Purple Martins at
ROCk'Y POiII.t ZOIZByShirleyKatz

Since | was very young, | have always been fascinated with
anything with wings. Over the last few spring and summer seasons,
I have spent more time at Rocky Point looking at the many birds
with huge wings — specifically Eagles and Osprey. At the Rocky
Point pier, | would see bird buffs with binoculars and giant telephoto
lens cameras. They would point out the Osprey nesting a short
distance away. | would focus on the Osprey until one day, | noticed
the beautiful and graceful, fork-tailed, glossy, blue-black and brown
birds nesting in the boxes below the Osprey. They sang so
beautifully. Thus, began a quest to learn about the Purple Martins,
who put up the nest boxes, where the birds went in the winter, and
any other information that | could find. In the beginning, all | knew
was the bird was a type of swallow called a Purple Martin. |
searched the internet and shortly was in touch with members of the
Burke Mountain Naturalists, including Kiyoshi Takahashi. | found out
Kiyoshi was responsible for these birds returning to Rocky Point.
These birds were nearly lost entirely because invasive birds were
taking over their nest sites. Kiyoshi gave me a lot of information
about my now beloved Purple Martin bird. | watch the nest chicks
and continue to read up on the Martins and look forward to their
return each spring. | also became a BMN member.The last couple of
summers I've enjoyed talking to people on the Rocky Point pier
about the Purple Martins. | tell them about how the nest boxes came
to be there, when the birds arrive and leave, where they migrate to,
their activities at Rocky Point, how long they sit on the eggs before
they hatch, and how long before the babies fledge, etc.

Purple Martin nesting boxes. Photo: Shirley Katz

| find that many people are interested in the nest boxes and
birds. | over-hear them talking and | come by and tell them what |
know. The response was surprising. Almost everyone loved to hear
the Purple Martins at Rocky Point story. Eventually, | approached
people and asked them if they noticed the nest boxes and would
like to hear about the birds. From the end of June to early August,
many people were very interested, as the babies had hatched inside
the nests but had not yet fledged. The adult birds were constantly
flying close to the pier and returning with food for the little ones or
zooming down on any bird that came near the nest boxes. People
were amazed that approximately 84 babies were hatched this year
despite loosing several nest boxes to the left of the pier due to pylon
replacement.

On July 10th, with help from my talented goddaughter Lilli and
her Mom, we held a Celebrate Purple Martin Day at Rocky Point with
information sheets and face painting. Children and adults came by
and learned about the birds and had their arms, hands, or T
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faces painted. The day was a big hit and people are already asking
about us doing the event again next year.

Face paintings on Purple Martins Day Photo: Shirley Katz
It’'s now September and the Purple Martins are on their way back
to their winter home in Brazil. | look forward to their return in the
spring and hearing their beautiful sounds over the inlet.

Purple Martins Day activities. Photo: Shirley Katz

Welcome to Coquitlam s woiusin

Each fall, the City of Coquitlam invites new residents to the
Welcome to Coquitlam event to learn about city services. This year
BMN was also invited. This was a wonderful opportunity for us to
reach out to the community and share information about our local
natural environment. Several hundred people came by our display. A
lot of interest was shown in our outdoor events, our Discover Nature
guide to local parks, our club meetings, and conservation activities.
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Mahasti Salehi, RCMP officer, and Elaine Golds. Photo: Lori Austin
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A large percentage of people spoke English as a second
language. Thank you to Mahasti Salehi for the Farsi translation
and to Kiyoshi Takahashi for the Japanese translation of our club
information. In order to reach out to more people, we need a few
more translations of a one page information sheet. If you can help,
please contact Lori Austin at |.k.austin@shaw.ca.

A big thanks to all the volunteers who came out to help: Mahasti
Salehi, Elaine Golds, lan McArthur, Carole Edwards, Kiyoshi
Takahashi, David Wong, and Liz Thunstrom. You all helped to make
this a successful event for BVMIN!

Carole Edwards, Lori Austin, Elaine Golds, Kiyoshi Takahashi. Photo: Mahasti Salehi

2017 Environmental Stars
Recognized by City of
Burnaby

Under the category of Community Stewardship, Randy and Wendy
Snyder, long time BMN members and members of Stoney Creek
Environment Committee, were recognized for their significant
contributions to the Stoney Creek Environment Committee’s
stewardship programs.

Randy and Wendy Snyder have been active with the Stoney Creek
Environment Committee (SCEC), a local environmental stewardship
group, for 8 years. Wendy organizes and leads many invasive
plant-pulls and restoration planting activities in the watershed.

She also leads a monthly bird walk and authors a blog about SCEC
activities. Randy has helped the SCEC rebrand their promotional and
outreach materials with a new logo and graphics. Together, they
produced a Stoney Creek brochure and two information panels for
use at local events - one on invasive plant species and the other

on bird watching. Their joint volunteer efforts have benefited the
community of Burnaby and have contributed to the stewardship of
Stoney Creek.

Nature Watch By Liz Thunstrom

It was good to be back at the September meeting and hear about
the exciting places members have been over the summer and what
they have seen.

The white board was filled. Starting in late June, Joan Sharp saw
a black bear and two yearling cubs on a walk at Burnaby mountain.
In July, Elaine and Bruce saw an alligator lizard at Minnekhada Park.
In August, Dave and Linda Soer spotted Lynx kittens on Highway
5 near Merritt, and Eric and Valerie saw an adult lynx by the road
north of Fraser Lake. (Unusual to see these cats; perhaps they were
disturbed by the huge fires?). Also in August, Jackie White m

watched 5 young deer being ‘herded’ along Barnett Hwy. Christina
Saremba saw 3 coyote pups at Blakeburn Lagoons, Port Coquitlam,
as well as 2 nighthawks at Como Lake.

In September, Justin and Stacy Fujimoto spotted a black bear as
well as a Barred Owl in Mundy Park. Hilary Maguire saw a Western
Grebe in Port Moody Arm, Judy Taylor-Atkinson reported nine-week
old beaver kits in Pigeon Creek, and Alexandre noted two deer in
Eagle Mountain Park! Notably, more mammals and a reptile were
reported than usual.

In other news, Christina and John Saremba holidayed in the
Maritimes in September. They had a very special treat at Grand
Manan Island, NB, when they saw a Burrowing Ow!! These owls
are not found in the east, and conversations with local birders
suggested it had been blown to the island by strong storm
winds. The birders believed it would move on once the weather
cooled. What a surprise to see the owl there at all!

Burrowing Owl.
Photo: John and Christina Saremba

Judy Taylor-Atkinson is
concerned that the very
large eagle nest on the
south side of the Port
Moody Inlet seems to have
disappeared. It was in a large
Douglas fir and has been
there for many years. Has
anyone any comments or
knowledge about this nest?
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touring eaten naa. Photo: Jhn and Christina Saremba
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Kathy Soreng lives across from Mundy Park and usually has a
large variety of birds visiting and nesting in her yard. She noticed a
difference this year with fewer Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers, no
Finches, and only a few Black-headed Grosbeaks. She did, however,
host 42 Band-tailed Pigeons and three Doves. Summer heat may
have played a part as it was likely more difficult for birds to find
insect food to feed their young.

The juncos are very busy in my garden as there are only five so
far. | think they may be the ones that were hatched here. It is good
to hear their soft chatter when | am outside. Several Pied-billed
Grebes have remained at Como Lake and geese and ducks are
starting to return after the hot summer. The shoals of small goldfish
seen at Como lake last year have disappeared, possibly from the
number of fish-eating grebes and ducks that frequented the area in
fall and spring.

Interesting Note:

The Wildlife Conservation Society of Canada (WCSC) has been
collaborating with Thompson Rivers University (TRU) to identify
naturally occurring fungi and bacteria that might be used to treat
the White-nose fungus — Pseudogymnoascus destructans (Pd).

This is interesting research:
e Naowarat (Ann) Cheeptham from TRU is a cave fungi expert.

e Naturally occurring cave fungi had no effect controlling Pd so
local bats are not likely get protection from the environment.

e Samples from bat wing swabs, collected by Dr. Cori Lausen of
WCSC, have a variety of naturally occurring bacteria and fungi.

¢ Dr. Cheeptham isolated 17+ bat wing bacteria that have anti-Pd
properties.

e Other chemicals from bee propolis (glue from plants that bees use
in hive construction) and mistletoe also have anti-Pd properties

e Drs. Cheeptham and Lausen received ~$300k Canadian from
United States sources to continue this promising research

e Bacteria are being identified to species and correlated to bat
species to see if some bats have natural protection from Pd

¢ Next steps will include development and testing a treatment
strategy

More details can be found at his site:

www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/u-s-group-funds-canadian-research-
treatments-for-deadly-bat-disease-1.4304056

Keep your observations and questions coming. This keeps the
Nature Watch column of interest to everyone.

Items For A Presentation

Resource Kit

The resource kit is for BMN volunteers when
presenting to school children and other interested groups
for learning more about nature in our community. We
can still use other types of local flora and fauna such
as shells, bones, fur, and dried native flowers, leaves,
or fungi. If you have something to contribute to the
resource kit, or are interested in volunteering to deliver
a presentation, please contact Christina Saremba at

(604.351.9643) or 2sarembas@gmail.com
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Remembering Past BMN
Members - Marian Elliott

Marian Elliott taking care of BMIN meeting coffee service. Photo: . Otton

Elaine remembers Marion taking care of the members coffee and
tea needs from many years ago. Marion was extremely reliable and
coordinated food and beverage-making at the meetings as well as
sourcing bird friendly coffee, which was not always easy to find.

BMN Archives - Excerpts
from Previous October
Newsletters s ame ot

Oct. 1991
“Editorial” By christine Hanrahan

This summer | have been on Burke Mountain at least 8 times,
sometimes with club expeditions, sometimes with just one or two
other people. | have walked up the western flank, | have walked
along the old gravel road, and once up the trail from Quarry Road.
Every time | go | find the mountain more beautiful than before.
And every time, the thought of any sort of development is more
repugnant to me. For those of you who haven’t yet been up Burke
Mt., let me say - you have a real treat in store! Take a look at our
club photo album with its many shots of Burke to get an idea of
what it is like.

Oct. 1993
“The Coyote” By Lori Austin

One other close encounter with coyotes was had by my husbhand
who was out walking in Mundy Park one early evening and came up
behind one trotting along a trail. A fire engine had just passed with
sirens sounding and the coyote answered with a howl. Not knowing
whether he needed protection or not, my husband picked up a large
stick and continued to follow the coyote. The coyote heard the snap
of the stick, turned, looked and quickly fled along the trail. My hot-
blooded husband took up the chase. After a short jog along the trail,
the coyote detoured into the brush and disappeared without a trace!

Oct. 1998
“Thanks to You” By Norma Gillespie

The Riverview Horticultural Centre Society would like to thank all
BMN members for the HUGE contribution in making Treefest



the best ever. Manning booths at three sites as well as leading
tours on the Colony Farm dykes was a tremendous undertaking
requiring so many volunteers. BMN people were also contributing in
other areas, Ken Baker with his slide show on the Riverview Lands,
Victoria Otton as a spokesperson for Naturescape and Gay Mitchell
with her collection of art called Sanctuary.

The future of the Riverview Lands still remains cloudy but with
support such as yours we know this land will be protected for all
time. causes the loss of many lives and billions of dollars in property
damage.

Oct. 2003

“Announcements™ page.

The «Return of the Raptors» part of the Vancouver Public
Library’s «Science in our Community» lecture series

Eagles, falcons and hawks were the unsuspecting victims of egg
shell thinning from human persecution and wide-spread use of
DDT in the 20th century. The good news is that most of the raptorial
birds of prey have recovered to former numbers in North America
following a change in attitude and a ban on the use of DDT. But how
will their prey now respond to the abundance of predators? Follow
the tale of how scientists are unravelling surprising responses by
shorebirds.

0ct.2004
“Nature and Feeder Watch” by Rozanne Thomson

Dave Schutz faxed me the following note on Sept. 22nd «Amid
great commotion a Barred owl arrived in my yard, pursued by a mob
of crows and jays. It only stayed for 5 minutes or less, moving from
tree to tree, before fleeing out of the area pursued by its tormentors.
Subsequent to that, Dave saw the Barred owl again in his yard
about a week later, during the morning, although this time not being
mobbed by the corvid crowd. It must have been very exciting!

DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter is Wednesday,
November 1, 2017
Send articles to: BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

This newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre, is ecologo, processed
chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.
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Membership Form

Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership
Q Individual Membership ($25.00/year)
Q Family Membership, including children ($30.00/year)

(Please include all first names and indicate which are children.)

Q Group Membership ($30.00/year)
Membership information: Members receive ten monthly newsletters
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a
registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is a member club
of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists). BMN is a registered wnon-profit
Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are:

¢ to promote the enjoyment of nature

¢ to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of, our environment

¢ to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas,
particularly local areas

o o actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the natural world

Interim President: lan McArthur, imcart@telus.net or 604.939.4039
Vice President: Victoria Otton, votton@sfu.ca or 604.937.5379
Interim Treasurer: Carole Edwards

Past President: lan McArthur, imcart@telus.net or 604.939.4039
Recording Secretary: Mary Metzger, mary.metzger12@gmail.com

Members-at-Large:
Anne Holt (604.936.4108), Candice Archer (604.961.6963), Christina Saremba

(604.351.9643), Elaine Golds (604.937.3483), Lori Austin (604.464.7415),
Mahasti Salehi (604.603.9865)

Volunteer Coordinator:

Christina Saremba, 2sarembhas@gmail.com or 604.351.9643

BC Nature Director:

Elaine Golds, elaine.golds@gmail.com or 604.937.3483

Newsletter Editor:

Linda Soer, BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

Newsletter Design:

Brigitte Breuer, bbreuer.oc@gmail.com or 604.353.8325
Education/Conservation Committee:

Chair: Elaine Golds elaine.golds@gmail.com - Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton -
Members: Mike Griffin, lan McArthur, Niall Williams, Lori Austin

Nature and Feeder Watch: Liz Thunstrom (604-939-9571) ethunstrom@shaw.ca

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)

‘““Discover Nature in the Tri-Cities” 2015, (40 pages) a children’s nature guide; also
available on our website (40 pages) and from local libraries

Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough

Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor

Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area DeBoville Slough, Como Lake,

The Herons of Colony Farm and our recently updated checklist for the birds of Colony
Farm Park

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough

The Shoreline Park Flora and Fauna Inventory, 1994 (121 pages) is available on
our website as well as from the Port Moody library.

Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992, 23pgs. plus
Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available on our
website www.bmn.be.ca

Address:

City:

Postal Code:

Telephone:

E-mail:

Send your completed membership form to: Burke Mountain Naturalists,

P.0. Box 52540, R.P.0. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitiam, BC V3B 7J4
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