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Promoting Nature Awareness in Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, Port Moody and beyond

BIVIN Web Site Gets a

M a.ke ovex by Christina Saremba

It’s almost here. BMN will have a new and improved web site
effective November 10. The new site has a contemporary look
and feel that is sure to engage and educate visitors to the site.
The new format makes it easy and quick to navigate through the
site with drop-down menus and a search feature. Visitors will
find many marvelous images, provided by several BMIN members,
which represent the types of activities and interests of our club
and its members.
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Field Trips & Hikes Burke Mountain Naturalists Join Us!

Want something more adventurous? Burke Mountain Naturalists (BMN) was Burke Mountain Naturalists welcomes

Want to find out
what events are
scheduled? The
Events Calendar
includes details
about all upcoming
events. You can
customize the view
S0 you can look at
the events in a day,
week, month, or

Calendar of Events

agenda (list) format.
Additionally, you can choose to filter the calendar by category so
that you see only those events that you are most interested in

such as birding, upcoming hikes, meetings, etc. There is even an
option to subscribe to the filtered calendar so that you can have

the events automatically appear in your own online

' calendar — you’ll never miss an event again.
PayPal How do you pay for a new or renewil_lg

membership? Paying for a new or renewing a

membership can be quick and convenient using the new online

option. In addition to being able to pay by cheque or cash, you

can now choose to pay with your PayPal account or by credit card

through PayPal (you don’t have to have a PayPal account).

Maybe you or someone you know would like to give a donation
to BMN? That’s possible, too, through your PayPal account. Of
course, cheques and cash are still welcome!

Got photos you want to share? The new site has a photo
gallery that will showcase images submitted by members. You will
even find videos on the site (Watch the bat count video at Colony
Farm Regional Park located on the Bat Monitoring Activities page
and try the bat count challenge! )

See something interesting on the web
site and want to share it on your social
media account? It only takes a click of
the button to share a post to your Facebook, Twitter or Google+
account. We hope you visit and share often which will help our
club reach out to a wider audience than ever before.

Wondering how you get to the new site? The website
address has changed to hittp://burkemountainnaturalists.ca
The previous address http://www.bmn.bc.ca will automatically
redirect you to the new web site. So, if you have the previous
address marked as a Favourite or Bookmarked in your browser,
it will still work.

Please be sure to visit our new site. We think you will be very

impressed. Got comments on the new site? Send an email to
Christina Saremba at 2sarembas@gmail.com
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Thanks to Candice Archer,
Myrta Hayes, David
Mounteney, Lori Austin
and Christina Saremba
who were the committee
members responsible for
the web site makeover
project. Also, a BIG thank
you to web site designer,
Sherle Raitt, R8 Consulting
and Design, for her
guidance and talent on
this project.

NEXT MEETING:

Thursday, Dec 7, 7-9pm

NEW LOCATION: King of Life
CGhurch, 1198 Falcon Drive, Coq.

The BMN Annual General Meeting will be
a very short session in which officers for
the coming year will be elected. The main
events at this meeting are the annual BMN
Silent Auction, seasonal live music and a
chance to socialize.

Visit our website for updates
and additional information: www.bmn.bc.ca




Announcements

Thursday, November 9, 2017, 7:30pm: BMN MONTHLY MEETING:
The BMN Year in Review. It has been a super-active year for BMN,
and this slide presentation will give some of the highlights of 2017.

Time: 7:30pm - 9:00pm (cdoors open at 7:00 pm)
Location: King of Life Church, 1198 Falcon Drive, Coquitlam
(corner of Falcon Drive and Guildford Way in Coquitlam)

Nov 19, 11am - 3pm: Hyde Creek Salmon Festival

This is the 18th year of celebrating of the returning salmon to
Hyde Creek. BMN will be there with our displays and children’s
puzzles at this very popular (indoor) event. Hosted by the Hyde
Creek Watershed Society and held at the Hyde Creek Recreation
Centre, 1379 Laurier Ave, Port Coquitlam. This is the last local
community event of the season and provides excellent views of
spawning salmon in nearby Hyde Creek and it’s free!

Dec 2, 9am — noon: ‘Dipper Quest’ with Larry

This half-day outing is Nature Vancouver’s annual quest to
find American dippers in the Pitt Meadows/Maple Ridge area.
BMN members are welcome to join in the quest. They have been
successful since 2006 finding their quarry. After locating a dipper
or two, birders will spend the balance of the morning birding the
Pitt Meadows/Maple Ridge area in search of raptors, waterfowl,
and other winter migrants. Meet leader Larry Cowan at 9 am in the
McDonald’s parking lot on the SW corner of Lougheed Hwy & Harris
Rd. in Pitt Meadows for car pooling. Return around 1 pm. For more
info, call Larry at 604-307-0931.

Thursday, Dec 7, 7-9pm: BNMIN AGM and Annual Silent Auction

The BMN Annual General Meeting will be a very short session in
which officers for the coming year will be elected. The main events
at this meeting are the annual BMN Silent Auction, seasonal live
music and a chance to socialize. Available at the silent auction will
be items and gift certificates donated by local businesses plus
items and baked goods donated by BMN members. Calendars from
the Wilderness Committee will be offered for sale and volunteers
from the Riverview Horticultural Centre Society will sell fresh holly
and other seasonal decorations. The bulk of the funds raised will be
donated this year to the Critter Care Wildlife Society, a rehabilitation
organization located in Langley that specializes in injured and
orphaned mammals, including bears. Auction items come in a range
of prices, and are ideal as gifts for people on your list or for yourself.
Back this year is the popular 50/50 draw.

NOTE: Doors open early at 7:00 pm for viewing and bidding.
ADDITIONAL NOTE: This meeting is one week earlier than usual. For
this month only, we meet on the first Thursday of the month.

Dec 16: Audubon Christmas Bird Count in our Area

Mark your calendars: the date has been finalized for BMN’s
portion of the Audubon Christmas Bird Count. BMN has been
participating in the TriCities portion of the Count for the past 23
years, and we’ll be out again this year, rain or shine, by foot, car and
possibly by boat. You will be assigned to a team that is sent to one
of 14 Areas (e.g., Colony Farm, Como Lake, Inlet Park, Lafarge Lake,
along the Coquitlam River). You can also participate by watching
your feeders that day if your yard is located within the count circle.
To sign up for CBC-2017, please contact us at BurkeMtnNats@
gmail.com, or phone Victoria at 604.937.5379.
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Urban Walk

Saturday, November 18

Fraser River Big Bend to East Kent Urban Walk

Join us on this easy 8 km (5 mi) return walk along the North Arm
of the Fraser River on paved and hard packed gravel trails. We’ll
start at the Burnaby Fraser Foreshore Park and walk northwest
along the Fraser River to the foot of Kerr Street in Vancouver. Along
the way, we’ll have opportunities to watch wildlife and see marine
traffic. Meet at the Eagle Ridge Field parking lot on Runnel Drive in
Coquitlam at 9:00 am. Return 2:30 pm.
(Note: Do not park in the parking lot; park on Runnel Drive.)
Please contact Chris (604. 315. 5345) for more information.

Wonderful New Home for

Colony Farm Bats

On Friday, October 27th, the bat mini-condo construction at Colony
Farm Regional Park was completed. This project represents a major
accomplishment for BMN through the excellent efforts of a large
group of volunteers and John Grzesiak, the project contractor. This
mini-condo structure is intended to support the maternity colony of
Little Brown and Yuma Myotis bats at the Colony Farm park.

Funded by the
Pacific Parklands
Foundation, this bat
mini-condo project
involved collaboration
and support
from a variety of
stakeholders, including
Metro Vancouver
Regional Parks, Colony
Farm Park Association,
and the Kwikwetlem
First Nation. BMN
and Metro Vancouver
Regional Parks staff
are very pleased with
how this construction
project was
conducted, as well as
the outstanding quality
of the bat mini-condo.

Several individuals
made this project
a success. The
guidance and
expertise of John
Grzesiak, as well as
his supervision of his
two workers and the volunteers, enabled the work to proceed
efficiently and resulted in a very high-quality structure. The hard
work and dedication of eight volunteers was a major contribution
to the project. Kiyoshi Takahashi’s also worked closely with
the Project Contractor giving his technical input and design
recommendations that ensured the mini-condo met the intended
requirements for bat habitat. The BMN Bat Team look forward to
monitoring this site next spring and summer to determine the
j success for attracting bats into their new home.

Bat condo and with several of the volunteer workers
and the project contractor from left to right: John
Saremba, Kiyoshi Takahashi, Jeff Rudd, and John
Grzesiak (the project contractor). Photo: John Saremba
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Nature Watch o w2 munstrom

With the sudden change in the weather and the fantastic leaf
colours this month, we are also seeing the arrival of winter visitors,
both inside and out. Carole Edwards found a Long-toed Salamander
in her ground floor apartment, apparently searching for a
comfortable place to winter. Carole often gets very unusual callers!
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Long-toed salamander on floor tile. Photo: Carole Edwards

Kiyoshi reports he saw a junco with a distinctive white head in
his backyard on October 11th. The colouring is a genetic condition
called leucism, which is a partial lack of pigmentation on parts of
the body. A few juncos were reported with signs of it last year but
with less white on than this one.

s

Junco with distinctive white head. Photos: Kiyoshi Takahashi

The October white board recorded a number of woodpeckers and
sapsuckers in the area; a Pileated Woodpecker seen by Jay Burr, a
flicker by Justin and Stacy Fujimoto and a sapsucker seen by a new
member. Bears are very prominent right now, recorded in central
Coquitlam by Mary; at DeBoville Slough by Maureen, and a mother
bear with 2 cubs at Mundy Lake by Jolene.
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Hilary Maguire happily reported the return of Barrow’s Goldeneye
to Port Moody Inlet. These birds form large groups in protected
waters in winter, making them very vulnerable to pollution and oil
spills. Hilary is also watching 7 or 9 White-winged Scoters in Moody
Arm these past few weeks, but has not yet spotted Surf Scoters.
Jay saw Surf Scoters off the beach in West Vancouver and they also
spend much of the winter here. Rob Butler, last month’s keynote
speaker, had sighted a Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel off the North Arm
Jetty near lona Beach and a Parasitic Jaeger at Point Grey. The
jaeger, related to gulls, gets its name from the habit of pirating fish
from other seabirds. Both jaegers and petrels are oceanic and come
ashore only at breeding time.

Joyce Johnstone saw some late bats near the general store in
loco and many reports listed a Harris’s Sparrow at Colony Farm.
Harris’s Sparrows are one of the largest sparrow species but are
quite uncommon here. Other notable sightings included a Green
Heron at DeBoville Slough, a group of magpies in the Princeton
area and a Brown Creeper that is seldom seen. Lastly, someone
spotted a River Otter ‘with a tasty-looking flatfish in it’s mouth’ at
Porteau Cove. Some interesting and varied collection sightings to
start off Fall.

On October 24th, | had a small flock of robins in the garden. They
stayed about an hour, collecting worms and bathing enthusiastically
in the pond. The robins were very dark coloured with a little colour
on the breast feathers. This is very different from the usual pale
coloured migrants. Juncos, Song Sparrows and towhees are very
active in the spots where | have been gardening and collecting
(I hope!) weed seeds. The feeder is already busy with nuthatches
and both Black-capped and Chestnut-backed Chickadees, which are
some of my personal favourites.

Please keep the sightings and stories coming in!

Items for a

Presentation Resource Kit
The resource kit is for BMN volunteers when presenting to
school children and other interested groups for learning more
about nature in our community. We can still use other types of
local flora and fauna such as shells, bones, fur, and dried native
flowers, leaves, or fungi.

If you have something to contribute to the resource kit, or are
interested in volunteering to deliver a presentation, please
contact Christina Saremba at (604.351.9643) or
2sarembas@gmail.com

HELP WANTED

Please contact Christina Saremba, Volunteer Coordinator,
2sarembas@gmail.com or 604.351.9643,
if you can assist at any of the events listed below.

Hyde Creek Salmon Festival (Port Coquitlam)
Sunday, November 19

BMN Silent Auction (Coquitlam)
Thursday, December 7*

Christmas Bird Count (Tri-Cities)
Saturday, December 16



Request for Items for the
December Silent Auction
Fundrais ey By Christina Saremba

It’s time to start planning for the annual BMN Silent Auction,
which will be held the same evening as our Annual General
Meeting on Thursday, December 7th. The doors will open 30
minutes earlier than usual (at 7:00pm) to give more time for
viewing and bidding. This year, the bulk of funds raised will be
used to donate to the Critter Care Wildlife Society (CCWS), a
nonprofit organization located in south Langley. CCWS provides
short and long-term care to native mammal species and helps
to prevent suffering of injured and orphaned wildlife through
rehabilitation and public education. Over the past 30 years,
thousands of mammals have been cared for and released back
into the wild, including black bear cubs. Each year the wildlife
numbers and species increase along with the cost to care for
them so CCWS could certainly make good use of our donation.

CCWS Intern feeding a kit (baby beaver)

Like last year, this BMN auction will aim to have fewer — but more
select! — items on the auction block. In the past, we’ve tended to
have almost too many items, many of which don’t receive bids.

On December 7th, we’ll have one table with $2 starting bids and
the other tables will contain higher valued items that will hopefully
generate a bidding fever! We will also canvass local businesses in
the hope that they will generously donate items and gift cards.

Your donated items are needed and appreciated. Suggestions
include nature-themed articles, handmade items, gift cards for local
stores and services, gift baskets or other items that would be of
interest to naturalists.

Consider donating your time, talents and other services. In
past auctions, we’ve had: kayak trlps and plcmcs sewing and

Baked goods and preserves table

photography lessons, an authentic Japanese cooking lesson in your
own home, and more. What could YOU offer?

Can you donate baked goods or preserves? One of the biggest
income generators at past auction evenings is the Baked Goods
Table. Snap up a variety of tasty treats to serve over the holidays!

If you do some special baking (candies, loaves, cookies, bars, etc.)
at this time of year, please make a bit extra and donate it to the
auction. Liz Thunstrom is again organizing the bake sale. Please call
her with your offerlngs or questlons (604.939.9571).
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BMN member, Brad Spring, displays his festive spirit

There will be a used book sales table with nature themed books
selling for as low as $2. If you have any nature themed books that
you would like to contribute to the sales table, bring them along.

We will be having a 50/50 draw again this year, which is a raffle
lottery in which the prize is one half the value of all tickets sold
during the evening. Tickets will be $2 each or 3 for $5. Your odds
of winning will be very good so be sure to bring along cash to
purchase your tickets.

For a successful auction, it’s important to have a good selection
of items, but it’s just as important to have people there to bid
generously on the items. Bring your friends and neighbours - to
a fun and festive evening. You will find some great deals at our
silent auction and the money goes to a very worthwhile local cause!

Do you have a donation or any questions? If so, please call or
email Christina Saremba (604.945.0318 or 2sarembas@gmail.com).

We’'re waiting to hear from you.



Call for Volunteers for BMIN'’s
Christmas Bird Count -
Saturday December 16th

Congress has voted to drill in the Arctic Refuge. |\ Take/Action

Audubon Christmas Bird Counts are held all over North America
every year during the 2 weeks around Christmas. It is the longest
running ‘citizen-science survey’ in the world, now in its 118th year.
BMN has been participating for the past 23 years and we’ll be out
again this year on Saturday December 16th.

Our local Count is a partnership between BMN and the Alouette
Field Naturalists who are based in Pitt Meadows. Our Count is
conducted within a 24-kilometre circle centered near Sheridan Hill,
a rocky outcropping north of Pitt Meadows. The Alouette group runs
the Count on the east side of the Pitt River, and we do the Count
on the west side of the Pitt. The data from all Counts are compiled
and submitted to the database maintained by the Audubon Society
and Bird Studies Canada. This database provides a valuable record
of how wintering birds are faring, and is relied on for making land
management decisions to conserve bird populations. You can
access all of the Count data over the years through
www.audubon.org. You’ll even see your name in the database if
you’ve participated in a previous Count. For us, our data provide a
glimpse of how species that over-winter in our area are changing
from year to year. Last year, we counted 10,769 birds of 93 species.
Our most notable findings were a record number of owl species, a
large increase in red-breasted sapsuckers, and a continued trend of
over-wintering Anna’s hummingbirds.

The BMN portion of the Count will be organized by John Reynolds
and | will be his assistant. If you volunteer, we will assign you to
a team that will be sent to a defined area to walk a more-or-less
defined route (e.g., at Colony Farm, Minnekhada, Inlet Park, Lafarge
Lake, along the Coquitlam River). Most teams head out around 8am
and return between 1 and 3 pm. Don’t worry if you’re not great at
bird identification; you can still be a valuable member of a team by
spotting birds and pointing them out to the experts. Data recorders
are also needed. You can also participate by watching your feeders
on the Count day if your property is located within the Count circle.
This could be fun for the whole family!

There will be the usual friendly competition between teams for
the best bird and the most birds. As in previous years, there will
also be a photography contest as part of our Count. The winners
are determined at the Thursday January 11th BMN meeting when
John Reynolds will present a post-Count summary. There will
be categories for all types of photos, including “The Worst”, so
everyone has a chance to win!

To participate in BMN’s Christmas Bird Count, please email
BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com or call Victoria (604.937.5379), or sign
up at an upcoming BMN club meeting (Thursday, Nov 9th
or Thursday Dec 7th).

BMN Archives - Excerpts
from Previous November
Newsletters b ame o

November 1990
«Regional Inventories of Plants, Birds, Etc.» by Christine Hanrahan

YOU CAN HELP........ We have decided to begin compiling data
on the flora and fauna of the Northeast sector, That is, the Tri-Cities
area. We want to obtain a clearer idea of what kinds of birds, plants,
reptiles etc. inhabit our area generally, and what species can be
found in specific areas.

Target areas include: De Boville Slough and the adjacent
lands north to Minnekhada Park, and the park itself, the Pitt River
dyke, Addington Marsh, Colony Farm, Burke Mountain, and Eagle
Mountain. Eventually we may want to investigate areas such as
Hoy Creek Trail, Mundy Park, Riverview Forest, and other sloughs
and green spaces. To help, you can begin by keeping lists of birds,
plants, etc. that you see whenever you visit one of the above areas.

November 1991
«Place Names of B.C.» by April Mol

1991 is the 50th anniversary of E. C. Manning Provincial Park.
The park was named after Ernest C. Manning (1890-1941), Chief
Forester of BC at the time of his death in a plane crash. Manning
was the first to warn the people and politicians of BC that our
timber resources are finite, and he recommended that steps be
taken immediately to put forests on a sustained yield basis. He was
an able exponent of the value of forests for recreation, and was
instrumental in starting the system of provincial parks which for
years was administered by the BC Forest Service. (Information for
this column is from “British Columbia Place Names” by Phil and
Helen Akrigg. Helen Akrigg is the daughter of E.C. Manning!).

November 1992
«Ed/Con Committee Report» by Christine Hanrahan

“Burke Mountain”. As most of you now know, BMN produced
a newspaper on the proposed Burke Mountain/Pinecone
Lake Provincial Park during the summer. Widely distributed, it
has generated a lot of attention and support for our proposal.
To further publicize the issue, we held a series of hikes up
Burke Mt. for the public in September. This month, in lieu of
our regular monthly meeting, we are holding a special slide
presentation on Burke Mountain.

November 2000
« Nature/Feeder Watch» by Rozanne Thomson

From David Mounteny; One evening (2am) | was checking my
car before | went to bed, | heard a barred owl calling from the
green-space along Smiling Creek. The “Who cooks for you” call
was unmistakable. | stood in the driveway listening as the owl
repeated the call every minute or so when | heard a second one
call. It seemed to be at least a block or two away. After this new
owl called the two of them started a screaming match. It was like
something out of a jungle movie. Neither was making their usual
call, they screeched away at each other for about a minute and
then silence. It was amazing but the really amazing thing is that
all of the sleeping neighbors were oblivious to these events | am
always up late as | work from 4 pm to midnight and don’t get home

FGE until 1am or so.



November 2001
«Salmon Fertilize the Forest» by Elaine Golds

Research by scientists in Alaska and BC has indicated that a large
portion of the nutrients in the bodies of dead salmon are recycled
into the forest anywhere within 100 meters of salmon bearing
streams. Salmon carcasses are hauled on to the forest floor
by animals such as bears and raccoons. There, their decaying
bodies support the entire forest ecosystem by supplying essential
minerals and other nutrients. Recently, scientists in Alaska found
that at least one fifth of the nitrogen in the needles of Sitka spruce
was derived from the ocean! These research findings are a keen
reminder that nature wastes nothing, recycles everything and the
ecosystem is far richer for it.

November 2002
«BMN Hikers Year in Review Part 1» by Mark Johnston

Our trip to Blue Mountain was a club first. On September 21, near
perfect in terms of sun, temperature and clarity, eight of us climbed
via old road and overgrown trail to the summit, where we plopped
down for an early lunch and to take in the magnificent view west
over the UBC Research Forest and Pitt Meadows to mountains and
valleys beyond. Closer at hand, we were treated to a profusion
of colour, the white flower of pearly everlasting contrasting with
the autumn red leafage of fireweed and the mustard yellow
of goldenrod. After lunch we continued north and then back
around in a great circle We walked through dense second growth to
the constant chirps of chickadees and kinglets As we circled back,
we had a peekaboo and unusual view of the Golden Ears group. A
most rewarding outing.

Burke Mountain
Naturalists Membership

Details available after the members vote on
November 9, 2017

Membership fees will be published in the
December newsletter and online at:
www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/membership

Members receive ten monthly newsletters that cover
BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable
income status.

DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter
Saturday, November 25, 2017

Send articles to: BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

This newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre,
is ecologo, processed chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is
manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in
January 1989 and is a member club of BC Nature
(formerly Federation of BC Naturalists).
BMN is a registered wnon-profit Society with
charitable income status.

Our objectives are:

e to promote the enjoyment of nature

e to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of, our environment

¢ to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas,
particularly local areas

e 1o actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the
natural world

Interim President: lan McArthur, imcart@telus.net or 604.939.4039
Vice President: Victoria Otton, votton@sfu.ca or 604.937.5379
Interim Treasurer: Carole Edwards

Past President: lan McArthur, imcart@telus.net or 604.939.4039
Recording Secretary: Mary Metzger, mary.metzgeri2@gmail.com
Members-at-Large: Anne Holt (604.936.4108),

Candice Archer (604.961.6963), Christina Saremba (604.351.9643),

Elaine Golds (604.937.3483), Lori Austin (604.464.7415),
Mahasti Salehi (604.603.9865)

Volunteer Coordinator:
Christina Saremba, 2sarembas@gmail.com or 604.351.9643

BC Nature Director:
Elaine Golds, elaine.golds@gmail.com or 604.937.3483

Newsletter Editor:
Linda Soer, BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer, bbreuer.oc@gmail.com or 604.353.8325

Education/Conservation Committee:

Chair: Elaine Golds elaine.golds@gmail.com

Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton -

Members: Mike Griffin, lan McArthur, Niall Williams, Lori Austin

Nature and Feeder Watch:
Liz Thunstrom (604-939-9571) ethunstrom@shaw.ca

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)
‘“Discover Nature in the Tri-Cities” 2015, (40 pages) a children’s nature
guide; also available on our website (40 pages) and from local libraries
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor

Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area DeBoville Slough,
Como Lake,

The Herons of Colony Farm and our recently updated checklist for the
birds of Colony Farm Park

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough

The Shoreline Park Flora and Fauna Inventory, 1994 (121 pages) is
available on our website as well as from the Port Moody library.

Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992,
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available
on our website www.bmn.bc.ca



