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Celebrating Birds -
2018 International
Year of the Bird

By Liz Thunstrom

2018 has been declared the
International Year of the Bird by
the Audubon Society and National
Geographic. The Year of the Bird is
dedicated to celebrating and protecting

information and to register visit
Noons Creek Bird Count.

You can also participate in Bird
Studies Canada’s Great Backyard Bird
Count February 16 - 19, 2018. It’s as
simple as counting the birds at a
location near you, estimating how
many birds you saw of each species,
and filling out an online checklist on
the Great Backyard Bird Count website

native hirds. The celebration includes

gbbc.birdcount.org

Great Blue Heron Photo: Paul Steeves

12 months of storytelling and science to examine
how our changing environment is impacting birds around the
globe and heighten public awareness of birds.

The Vancouver International Bird Festival, August 19 — 26 is
the highlight, which includes bird related workshops, walks,
talks, exhibitions and lectures across Vancouver. Most events
are free. Vancouver is also hosting the 27th International
Ornithological Congress, the oldest and most prestigious
meeting for bird scientists, which is held every four years. This
is the first time the Congress, which began in 1884, is being
held on the west coast of the Americas.

Rob Butler, festival chairman and BMN member, stated
“Vancouver is on the doorstep of Canada’s premium birding
hot spot. The Fraser River delta hosts internationally important
birds each year”. Up to 20,000 people are expected to attend
the festival and conference!

More information is available at www.vanbirdfest.com. Mark
your calendars for this wonderful opportunity to learn more
about our avian neighbours.

In recognition of the International Year of the Bird, future
monthly columns will feature information about a bird
conservation activity or event in the local area as well as
simple but meaningful steps anyone can take to help birds.

This month, you can help bird conservation efforts by
participating in the Great Backyard Bird Count.

Join Bird Studies Canada, Port Moody Ecological Society,
and Burke Mountain Naturalists and take part in the Great
Backyard Bird Count at Mossom
Creek Hatchery, February 18th
9:30 am to 11:30 am. For more

Hikes

Sunday, March 4 - Shoreline Trail and Bert Flinn Park
To start the 2018 hiking season, we are hiking on the best
day of the year — march forth. There will be an option of

a morning walk or an all-day hike. We will start the day
by walking 6 km along the Shoreline Trail for a couple

of hours. We will return to our meeting location before
embarking on a more traditional hike. Our hike will gain
elevation steeply in some sections before passing through
Bert Flinn Park and return us to the starting point, along

a lovely trail by Noons Creek. We hope to see some new
vegetation popping up. Roundtrip distance is 12 km

(7.5 mi) with a cumulative elevation gain of 305 m

(1000 ft). Meet at Old Orchard Hall, 646 Bentley Road,
Port Moody at 9:00 am. Return 4:00 pm.

Please contact lan (604. 939. 4039) for more information.

NEXT MEETING:

Mar Ch . TUESDAY, March 6, 2018
meeting | King of Life Cinarch
moved to 1198 Falcon Drive, Coquitlam

Guest speaker is
SFU PhD Candidate Jenn Burt on
“Kelp forests and sea otter
recovery along BC’s coast”.

Visit our website for updates
and additional information: www.bmn.bc.ca
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thursday, Feb 8,
2018

BMN Monthly
Meeting

Wet it, and they will
come — Frogs!

It’s spring! And
Aleesha Switzer,
biologist with

the Fraser Valley
Conservancy and
the Precious Frog
program, is our
guest speaker. Her
presentation will
include information
about low elevation
wetlands and their

importance as habitat
for Canada’s most-
endangered amphibian,
the Oregon spotted frog. The Latin name for the Oregon spotted
frog is Rana pretiosa, meaning “precious frog“. Aleesha will
tell us about the Aldergrove Regional Park wetland restoration
project and about the Precious Frog’s research programs. She
will also describe some exciting eDNA studies that indicate the
locations of Oregon spotted frogs in our area.

Febh 10, 9:00 am -1 pm

Birding with Larry at Golony Farm Regional Park

Colony Farm Regional Park is home to many over-wintering
raptors, sparrows, waterfowl and usually a Northern Shrike or
two. Join members of Nature Vancouver and BMN, led by Larry
Cowan, and discover what species the park has to offer on this
half-day outing. Meet at the parking area at the south end of
Colony Farm Rd. in Coquitlam at 9am. For more info, call Larry
604-307-0931.

Feb 10, 10:00 am - noon
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Nesthox cleaning and
maintenance at Minnekhada Farm and DeBoville Slough

Our annual nest box cleaning season has arrived! We will
start at Minnekhada Farm and DeBoville Slough. Please join
us, especially if you are good at climbing ladders and lifting
nest boxes down for an inspection and cleaning. We also
need recorders and people who can carry supplies. Sign up at
the Feb meeting or contact Victoria (604-937-5379, votton@
sfu.ca). We will meet in the large parking lot at the entrance
to DeBoville Slough at the intersection of Victoria and Cedar
Drives and, from there, divide into two groups for the Farm
and the Slough. Dress for the weather, bring work gloves and
rubber boots.

Oregon spotted frogs, the most endangered
amphibians in Canada. Photo: Andy Wright

Feb 17 @ 10:00 am - noon

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Nest box Cleaning and
Maintenance at Golony Farm Park

Nest box cleaning at Colony Farm Regional Park. Meet in the
parking lot at the end of Colony Farm Road (near the

community gardens). Contact Victoria (604-937-5379, votton@
sfu.ca) or sign up at the Feb club meeting. Dress for the
weather, wear water-proof boots if the ground is not frozen and
bring work gloves

Feb 18, 9:30 am - 11:30 am
Noons Creek Great Backyard Bird Count for Kids

The Great Backyard Bird Count is an annual event that occurs
across North America. This fun event involves counting birds
at nearby parks, nature centres, schoolyards, neighbourhoods
or backyards. This family-friendly event will begin with a brief
introduction on how to identify birds and use binoculars. We
will then split into teams and head out on a guided bird walk
where we will count all of the birds we see along the way. We
will meet back at the hatchery to share what we encountered
during the count. Meet at Noons Creek Hatchery.

This event is suitable for people of all ages, however children
must be accompanied by an adult. Please dress for the weather
and bring binoculars if you have them. FREE event, but please
register at: www.eventbrite.ca/e/noons-creek-great-backyard-

bird-count-tickets-41845946352#tickets. This event is co-
hosted by Port Moody Ecological Society, BMN, and Bird Studies
Canada.

Feb 24 @ 10:00 am - 1:30 pm
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Nest box Cleaning and
Maintenance in the Widgeon Reserve Park

This event offers a rare opportunity to visit a regional-park-
in-waiting. We often see swans out on the water and a sunny
day will provide inspiring views of Golden Ears and the
Widgeon area. We will meet in the Quarry Road parking lot for
Minnekhada Regional Park and carpool from there. Because
access is through a locked gate, we must all enter and leave
together. It is a good idea to bring a snack and drink as we
usually work until at least 1:30 pm. While no washrooms are
available, there is an abundance of bushes. Contact lan
(604-939-4039) or sign up at the February club meeting.
Dress for the weather and bring work gloves.

March 3 @ 10:00 am - noon
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Nest box Cleaning and
Maintenance at Minnekhada Park

Our last half-day of cleaning and maintaining nest boxes. Meet
in the Quarry Road parking lot. Please contact lan (604-939-
4039) to sign up. Dress for the weather and bring work gloves.

March 6, 2018 — TUESDAY
= BMN Meeting — moved from Thursday

Guest speaker is SFU PhD Candidate Jenn Burt on “Kelp forests
and sea otter recovery along BC’s coast”.

Mar 17 @ 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
‘Nature Day’ at Amsterdam Greenhouses

Amsterdam Nurseries in Pitt Meadows holds its 20th annual
Nature Day and Native Plant Sale. Community groups are
invited to attend with displays; BMN will be there with our
NEWish Naturescape display on lawn alternatives. Event runs
from 10 am — 4 pm. Located on Dewdney Trunk just before
Harris Road in Pitt Meadows. For more info, see Amsterdam
Greenhouses’ website, and look under the “Seminars” tab.



https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/noons-creek-great-backyard-bird-count-tickets-41845946352
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/noons-creek-great-backyard-bird-count-tickets-41845946352

Mar 24 @ 9:00 am - 1 pm
Birding with Larry at DeBoville Slough & Minnekhada Park

Join Larry Cowan and members of Nature Vancouver
for a half day birding trip to Coquitlam’s DeBoville Slough/
Minnekhada Regional Park. Osprey, hummingbirds, and
swallows should be back on their breeding grounds. Spring
migrants will also be moving through the area. With luck, there
will be a glimpse of Sandhill Crane, Red Crossbills, Band-tailed
Pigeon and Western Meadowlark. Meet in the main parking
lot adjacent to the public washrooms at Cedar and Victoria
Drives in Port Coquitlam at 9am. An appropriate number of
vehicles will be positioned in the parking lot off Quarry Road
in Minnekhada Regional Park for the return trip. For more info,
call Larry 604-307-0931.

Thursday April 12, 2018 - BNMN Monthly Meeting

Marine biologist Sheila Byers of the Beaty Biodiversity
Museum at UBC will present on “The Unique and Ancient Glass
Sponge Reefs of Howe Sound”.

Thursday, May 10, 2018 - BMN Monthly Meeting

Dr. Marvin Rosenau on “The Fraser River’s Disappearing
Salmon”.

BIVIN’s ‘Audubon Christmas
Bird Count’ for 2017

by Victoria Otton and John Reynolds

The BMN portion of the 2017 Audubon Christmas Bird Count
was held on Saturday Dec 16th. Audubon bird counts are the
world’s longest-running “citizen science” project, and the results
have provided important information on the status and changes
in North American bird populations over the past 118 years. BMN
has been participating every year since the early 1990s, but our
yearly count routes were not consistent until 1998.

We were fortunate this year with the weather: although
rain was forecast, it held off for most of the day and the
temperatures were a balmy 7 °C or so. We fielded 85 observers
who together walked 108 km along 14 prescribed routes in the
TriCities area.

The overall stats this year were remarkably close to our
19-year averages. The total number of species seen that day
was 84 (average is 83 species), and the number of individual
birds was 11,892 (average is 10,613 birds).

In terms of which of the 14 teams got the most species, it’s
always a contest between the teams who cover areas with
the best bird habitat: DeBoville Slough (open fields and water
channels), Moody Inlet (salt water) and Colony Farm West
(more open fields and flowing water). This year, the team at
DeBoville Slough nailed the most species (53), while the other
two teams reported 47 and 42 species, respectively. The team
covering Upper Quarry Road/Widgeon Slough had the most
birds (2,419), although these were mostly ducks, including
700 Green-winged Teal and 1,070 Mallards. The DeBoville
Slough team came in second with 1,810 birds (522 of these
were Canada Geese). Teams at Moody Inlet and the Coquitlam
River were neck-and-neck with about 1,420 birds each.

The top-three most common species on this year’s count
were Mallards (2,511 of them), Canada Geese (2,048) and
Northwestern Crows (1,271).

There were a few surprises upon closer examination of the
results. One of the biggest was the record number of Anna’s
hummingbirds reported: 73 birds! If you look at Graph #1, you
can see that until about 8 years ago, we seldom if ever saw
one of these birds. Since then, the number of over-wintering
Anna’s hummingbirds has shot up. This same pattern is
observed everywhere in the lower mainland and indicates
that this species is expanding its winter range north along the
coast. If you want to see hummingbirds all winter long, put up
a nectar feeder!

Another and more worrying surprise was the severe drop in

the number of Red-breasted Sapsuckers compared to last

year. Graph #2 shows how the numbers of this species bopped
along between 0 and 10 between 1998 and 2015, and suddenly
jumped to 41 birds in 2016. Last year, you will recall, was a
particularly cold and snowy winter, and sapsucker numbers were
up on all counts in Metro Vancouver, possibly because of low
food availability at higher elevations. However, the unusual cold
on the coast might have frozen the tree sap wells these birds
drill and rely on for food. Last winter, Wildlife Rescue in Burnaby
was reporting record numbers of starving sapsuckers being
turned in to their care facility. This year there was only 1 Red-
breasted Sapsucker counted in the TriCities.

There were several notable sightings this year: 6 Wilson’s
Snipe and 100 Brewer’s Blackbirds (DeBoville Slough); 13 Snow
Geese flying just below the low cloud cover (Colony Farm West);
3 Pied-billed Grebe (Como Lake); 4 Merlin and 17 Dippers.

The Eagle Ridge area found the only Mourning Dove seen on
the count, and Colony Farm West found and photographed

the only Greater Scaup seen that day. At least one Bald Eagle
was reported by all teams (53 birds in total) — with the single



exception of Colin Clasen’s team at Riverview. Colin, author and
editor of the book “A Birder’s Guide to Vancouver and the Lower
Mainland” graciously accepted the award for “Worst Miss of
the 2017 Count” on behalf of his team at the Count Wrap-Up
meeting, which was attended by 94 people in January.

Submissions to the photo contest that accompanies our count
were superb this year. At the January Wrap-Up meeting, Paul
Steeves went home with prizes for “Best Bird” photo and “Best
People” photo, and Andrew Dobrzanski’s landscape photo won
the elegantly named “Best Other Photo of Other Stuff” prize.
Adam Blake, whose photo-shopped photo included a Sasquatch
on the bridge at Minnekhada Marsh, claimed the prize for “Best
Fake” — a new and very successful category this year.

Many thanks all the volunteer observers for making this
year’s count a success. Thanks also to Larry Cowan who has
compiled our data with that from the Alouette Field Naturalists
for submission to the Audubon data central database.

Picture 1: Winner of “Best Bird Photo”
the wood duck trio. Photo: Paul Steeves
Picture 2: Winner of “Best People Photo”
the birder trio. Photo: Paul Steeves
Picture 3: Winner in “Best Fake Photo” category
Photo: Adam Blake
Picture 4: Winner in “Best Other Photo” category
Photo: Andrew Dobrzanski

Welcome to our new

members ! By Brian Wormald

We are very pleased to welcome the following new
members to the club over the past couple of months.
Please look out for them at the next meeting or hike
and extend your own personal welcome.

Coquitlam:
Stephanie Zaros-Matthee
Margriet Dogterom
Chris, Evelyn and Clint Thomson
Christine Cole

Port Coquitlam:
Loretta & Jim Teasell
Kathy Corbeil
Michelle & Robert Pruss
Megan Willie

Port Moody:
Marion Eals & Robert Myers

Belcarra:

Deborah Struk
Nora Boekhout




An Update on Port Moody’s

B eavexrs by Judy Taylor-Atkinson

At the Council Meeting on Jan 23, the City of Port Moody
unanimously passed a motion by Councillor Meghan Lahti:

That staff be directed to develop a Beaver Management Plan
that promotes coexistence, outlines best management practices,
and implements strategies that use alternatives to extermination
and/or relocation wherever possible.

This motion will open the channel to good science, and allow
the vocabulary from that good science to help the beavers
and help the wildlife that is now living here because of these
beavers. Most species we care about have co-evolved with
beavers, especially salmon. Beavers can’t make it rain but they
keep water on the land and juvenile salmon have higher survival
rates in streams with beaver ponds.

All year we had a front row seat here to watch how Pigeon

Creek changed from a stream to a pond ecosystem. We lived

in close proximity to a small family of beavers raising their two
kits and their progress was well-charted by regular discussions,
pictures and video sharing among our neighbours. Now, with
the support from the city, we can build on these relationships,
continue to learn from these important keystone species, and
create a path forward to real co-adaptations with our wildlife.

Brewster, the Pigeon Creek beaver. Photo: Judy Taylor-Atkinson

BMN Hike:
Coquitlam Lake Viewpoints
Saturday, October 28, 2011

By Mark Johnston

Last year we scheduled a trip to the Coquitlam Lake
Viewpoints, but when the hike-day turned out to be cloudy
and rainy, we decided to go to Saw Blade Falls instead. Two
weeks later we put together another hike to the viewpoints, but
discouraged again by clouds and rain, only went as far as Dry
Crossing Falls. Not giving up, our third attempt—albeit a year
later—proved to be the charm. We had a beautiful fall day—
clear and warm—the kind of day on which one is happy to take
sufficient time to savour the sights, sounds, and smells.

Eight of us met on Harper Road near the entrance to the Port
Coquitlam & District Hunting & Fishing Club. Three of us were
veterans of many a club hike, one had attended just one

of our hikes previously, and the other four were participating in
their very first club hike.

Often, when we meet at this location, we plan on an earlier
start, usually 8:00 am. At that time of the morning, there is lots
of parking along Harper Road, and another benefit is that the
shooting at the Hunting & Fishing Club hasn’t begun. But this
morning, with a later, 9:00 am start, some of us had to park
farther down the road, and, more disconcertingly, the shooting
had begun in earnest. But peculiarly, as we hiked up Lower
Elevator, past its signs warning of the proximity of a live firing
range, the guns fell silent for a spell. Perhaps the shooters were
taking a midmorning coffee break?

At the top of Lower Elevator, we came to the four-way
intersection with the Woodland Walk trail and continued more
or less straight ahead on Coquitlam Lake View Trail (CLVT). With
the twinning of the power line a few years ago, this part of CLVT
is no longer the “country lane” it used to be and has become
an industrial grade road. If there is an upside, it’s now possible
for hikers to walk abreast, which in turn, makes it easier to
converse. But after crossing the power lines, our route was the
same as it’s been for many years, an old logging road, now quite
eroded. When it rains, the old road can be a veritable stream, but
today it was dry as a bone. Similarly, after prolonged rain, the
fords of Pritchett Creek—its tributary and the main stem—can
be very challenging. A week ago, after several days of heavy
rain, they would have been impassable. But now, with the recent
dry spell, they were quite manageable.

Just past Dry Crossing Falls, we reached the realigned upper
CLVT. Turning onto it, we soon crossed the old trail again, which
gave us the opportunity to compare the two routes. The old route
is very steep and eroded down to bedrock; when it’s wet, it’s
very treacherous. The new trail, built by BMN volunteers through
the trees that border the old route, is equally steep but has the
advantage of having a good foot bed.

From the “new” viewpoint, looking across the Coquitlam River valley toward the southern
end of Eagle Ridge. The gravel pits along the river are prominent in the left middle ground.
Photo: Terry Puls

Near the top of the realigned trail, we stopped for a rest, drink,
and snack. Then we walked out onto the old trail-road and
continued toward the viewpoints. Up until this point we had been
walking in shade, but now we were beginning to get some direct
sun. When we had walked about 500 metres, we came to a
handmade sign directing hikers toward a side trail for Coquitlam
Lake Viewpoint. This is the “new” and superior viewpoint. But
to get to it, we had to negotiate the steepest bit of trail yet, and
found ourselves often resorting to our hands and arms to pull

ourselves up. Given that we had been in the forest all



day and sometimes on steep slopes, some of our party might
have wondered whether the view would be worth it. Coming
out onto the rock bluff, however, and seeing the panoramic
view, our group’s doubts about worthiness melted away. We
looked down on much of Coquitlam Lake, across to Eagle Ridge,
and out toward a swath of Lower Mainland urbanization. We
noted splashes of fall colour here and there, and remarked on
the brightness of the colours this year. Someone said that “it
wasn'’t just our imagination. There is something about this year’s
weather pattern that has resulted in leaves having a greater
intensity of colour than is typical.”

Looking across Coquitlam Lake toward Eagle Ridge. Coquitiam Dam is visible in the
centre middle ground Photo: Terry Puls

Before heading

back, we followed
the CLVT to its
end at the original
viewpoint. At one
time there was a
very good view
from here, but
over the years tree
growth has all but
eliminated the
former vistas.

We varied our
return by taking
Saw Blade Trail
down to the falls,
and then heading
back on CLVT Lower
West Fork. The
latter trail is quite
nice, generally
level and with the
“country” feel that

the CLVT south of Another view of Coquitiam Lake and Eagle Ridge.

the power lines Photo: Terry Puls

now lacks. When

we reached the power lines, we sat down on the right-of-way
for a while. It was nice to be in the sun and we were in no hurry
to leave. Many people think that hiking in fall is best, and on a
day like today, they certainly wouldn’t have gotten any argument
from us!

Nature wa.tCh by Liz Thunstrom

These interesting items came in too late for last month’s
Newsletter, but are well worth recording. Thanks to all of you.

Edie Kernighan saw a BIG Great Blue Heron in the wetland
at the north end of Como lake just before Christmas. It was
standing on the shoreline, intent on fishing and did not move
thence photographed it.

John and Christina Saremba had the pleasure of joining three
bird counts over the Christmas season, at Colony Farm, Langley
and Steveston. “We were delighted with some very interesting
sightings in these other counts, including the following species”:
writes John.

¢ A number of Harrier Hawks at Boundary Bay dyke and along
the dyke north of Steveston toward the airport,

e Saw-whet owl

e Sharp-shinned Hawk

¢ Snow Geese resting at Gary Point Park at Steveston
¢ Yellow-rumped Warbler at Boundary Bay

¢ Great number of eagles near Ladner with an artificial nest
created likely by the eagle rehab specialist that presented at
BMN last fall

¢ Golden-crowned and White-crowned Sparrows, and Fox
Sparrows,

¢ Dunlins at Boundary Bay park, Common Loon, hundreds of
American Widgeons,

 Gyrfalcon

Gord Mayenburg, had an interesting encounter with
a hummingbird over Christmas. He found a comatose
hummingbird on his porch under a feeder. Thinking the bird was
dead he carefully wrapped it in a small towel and was carrying
it to the toilet for a water burial. However, on the way, he noted
that the little bird’s foot twitched slightly. So, he carefully
warmed it a bit to no avail. However, for some reason, he
decided to gently blow into its mouth and much to his delight he
was able to revive the hummingbird, At that point, he carried it
outside and when placing the towel on the ground, it regained its
ability to fly and flew off to a nearby tree. Gord is rather modest,
but his wife was pleased to pass along this touching rescue tale
to John Saremba. Gord volunteered with the bat condo building
team this fall.

At the January meeting, a large sheet of paper replaced the
whiteboard and was well used and easily seen. Bald Eagles in
considerable numbers were spotted on the Boundary Bay dykes
by Syd Henderson, in Delta by Sheilah, and one in Rochester

park by Pamela Zevit. Sheilah also found a Snow Goose, a scaup
and a Trumpeter Swan at Piper Spit at Burnaby Lake.

Syd saw several Short-eared Owls, American Tree Sparrows
and a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Boundary Bay. Another swan
was seen at Deboville by Jim, Maureen and Darlene. Pamela
spotted a Merlin and a raven at Rochester Park, and a Bobcat at
Mundy park was recorded by Louise Hanson. What a wonderful
variety of species seen so close to where we live.



Photo: Pygmy Owl Photo: Hilary Maguire

Hilary Maguire had a very special treat on January 26 as she
was putting out her garbage cans... a pygmy owl! She took a
short video which you can view and see the amazing tiny owl
detail. It clearly shows the ‘fake eye-spots‘ at the back of its head.

Judy Taylor-Atkinson let us know that the Port Moody City
Council passed the motion to improve beaver management,
requiring humane methods of exclusion, not any more trapping.
A young beaver was unfortunately drowned in December when
caught in a trap. Judy and husband Jim have been strong
advocates for the beaver family in Pigeon Creek, which have
given great sightings to many local residents.

Carol Campbell of Newport Village has a patio bright with
spring daffodils and pansies. Recently a hummingbird has
been visiting the flowers...the patio is on the 24th floor of a
condo building! It never fails to surprise me when some birds
and mammals seem to be utilizing the changing cityscapes we
now create.

BMN Archives -
Excerpts from Previous
February Newsletters sumeror

Feh. 1991
«Ed-Con Report» by christine Hanrahan

Burke Mt: Six BMN members attended Goquitlam>s Land Use
Committee meeting. Rick Woodland, a planner for development
on the plateau of Burke Mt. They want to build 500 homes, a
300-room hotel, an arts centre and a golf course. They envision
the area serving a number of recreational uses including
downhill and cross-country skiing. Of the approximately
640 acres to be acquired by the group, they indicate that all
but 70 acres will be turned over to an appropriate body to
administer as a park. This“park” will contain the 150-acre
golf course.

We are not happy with this proposal and plan to draft a brief
on Burke Mountain and present our position that the area should
be left as is and turned into a provincial wilderness park.

Feh. 1993

« Mall Birding» by boug Bennie

On one of our recent cold days | was dispatched to the Coquitlam
Centre to make a very important purchase of something or other.
While walking along the snow encrusted walkway | stopped

as | caught sight of some robins, 14 in all, perched among

the branches of a nearby tree. What a surprise! Along with

the Robins were 3 Cedar Wax-wings. In all my years of bird-
watching (and there have been quite a few!), | had never seen or
heard of waxwings being in this area in winter months. Carefully
watching, | deter-mined it was the cotoneaster berries that had
been the motivation for the robins and waxwings to share a
lunch. I had come to the Centre to purchase something or other,
and by this time I had forgotten what and somehow it didnt
really matter.

Feh. 1996

«For Peabs Sake - A Report on the Peatlands for People
Conference» by Victoria Otton

The aim of the conference, which was hosted by the Burns
Bog Conservation Society, was to bring together interested
people to explore ways to .protect the earth>s peathogs.

«Although | learned much about peatbogs from the
conference, | also learned that there is MUCH to know. Peatbogs
are not the fetid quagmires full of mosquitoes which most people
imagine. (In fact, the acidity of a bog discourages mosquitoes
from breeding). Bogs are dynamic and complex ecosystems,
which support rare plantlife, modulate the watertable and are a
sink for huge quantities of carbon. Understanding the importance
of peathogs and appreciating these fascinating areas is the first
step towards their preservation. Unfortunately, in case of Burns
Bog, time and the pressures of «development are against us.

Feh. 1997
«Conservation Report: by Elaine Golds

| think we have convinced Don Gillespie that we really
need him to represent the interests of BMN in the GETPARC
committee, a group of stakeholders who use the trails in Golden
Ears Park in various ways.

Donvs interest in serving on this Committee sparked when
we learned that GETPARK would also become responsible for
maintaining the trails in Pinecone -Burke. Don, as many of you
know, was our chief trail-building organizer in Pinecone-Burke
in the «early» days when park status for this area was the dream
of only a few. Don took hundreds of people into the area - not all
of them to build trails - and helped in a very large way to make
Pinecone -Burke a reality and a household word in the Tri-Cities.
Now Don is working on the concept of a trail system that would
connect Golden Ears to Pinecone-Burke around the head of
Pitt Lake. We couldn:t ream of a better person to serve on this
committee for us.

Feh. 2000
«Glorious Galiano» oy A/ Grass

We are planning a special trip to Galiano Island in April 2000.
The Island and its surrounding waters are rich in birds, mammals
and sea life.

We will spend 4-5 hours aboard Tom Hennesey»s 46 foot
catamaran (sail) «The Great White Cloud, enjoying the wildlife
and fantastic scenery. Our base will be the famous Sutil Lodge

at Montague Harbour. We will also have some time to


https://www.flickr.com/photos/88168347@N03/28113971199/in/photostream/

explore the island for its unique plant life - it is an excellent
wildflower locale including rarities such as Clarkia
(farewell-to- spring).

Feh.2007
«Purple Martin Box Cleanings by Kiyoshi Takahashi

On Sat. in Jan. 2007, 9 people and | cleaned PUMA boxes
and replaced 6 older boxes made of plywood with crescent
entrances (installed some time around 1996), as they had
started breaking down in 2005.

The day was clear, with freezing temperatures forming thin
ice on the inlet surface. Don Kerr dropped a nail while replacing
a box, but it bounced and rolled on ice without sinking to the
bottom. He was able to recover it from the surface of the water!

Starling plugs were placed on some boxes, but a few new
models made in 2005 and all boxes this year have exact
entrance height designed to prevent starlings from entering the
box, hopefully.

The plugs have to be removed as soon as PUMA arrive. Now
all boxes are ready and let>s hope for another successful return
of the birds in this year.

Glaucous Gull - Port Moody, BC. Photo : Hilary Maguire

DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter

Saturday, February 24, 2018
Send articles to: BMNnewsletter@gmail.com
This newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre,

is ecologo, processed chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is
manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is a
member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists).
BMN is a registered wnon-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are:

¢ to promote the enjoyment of nature

¢ to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of, our environment

¢ to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas,
particularly local areas

¢ to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the natural world

President: lan McArthur, imcart@telus.net (604.939.4039)

Vice President: Christina Saremba, 2sarembas@gmail.com (604.351.9643)
Treasurer: June Lussier (604.469.1958)

Past President: Elaine Golds, elaine.golds@gmail.com (604.937.3483)
Recording Secretary: Mary Metzger, mary.metzger1i2@gmail.com
Members-at-Large: Lori Austin (604.464.7415),

Edie Kernighan (604.937.0958), Victoria Otton (604.937.5379),
Mahasti Salehi (604.603.9865), and John Saremba (604.945.0318)
Membership Secretary:

Brian Wormald, brian@wormald-online.com (604.537.3717)
Volunteer Coordinator:

Christina Saremba, 2sarembas@gmail.com (604.351.9643)

BC Nature Director:

Elaine Golds, elaine.golds@gmail.com (604.937.3483)

Newsletter Editor:

Linda Soer, BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

Newsletter Design:

Brigitte Breuer, bbreuer.oc@gmail.com (604.353.8325)
Education/Conservation Gommittee:

Chair: Elaine Golds, elaine.golds@gmail.com (604.937.3483)
Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton (604.937.5379)

Members: Mike Griffin, lan McArthur, Niall Williams, Lori Austin
Nature and Feeder Watch:

Liz Thunstrom, ethunstrom@shaw.ca (604-939-9571)

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)
‘““Discover Nature in the Tri-Cities” 2015, (40 pages) a children’s nature
guide; also available on our website (40 pages) and from local libraries
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor

Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Regional Park and Area, DeBoville Slough,
Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm and our recently updated
checklist for the birds of Colony Farm Park

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough

The Shoreline Park Flora and Fauna Inventory, 1994 (121 pages) is
available on our website as well as from the Port Moody library.

Our Backyard Wilderness, A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992,
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available
on our website www.bmn.be.ca

Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership (January to December 2018)

$33 for an Individual
$40 for a Family/Group* Membership
Membership can be renewed:

e online at: www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/membership using a credit card or PayPal,
under the tab named “Get Involved”.

¢ mail a cheque to BMN, P.0. Box 52540, R.P.0. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4
¢ pay with cash or cheque at one of our monthly meetings

Members receive ten monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities, local issues
and events. Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status

Name(s):
(Family adults at same home address)

Name(s):
(Family children under 19)

Address:

City: Postal Code:

Telephone:

E-mail:

* a Group Membership is designed for organizations such as hatcheries or community groups
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