
Silent Auction Raises Funds 
for Education and Outreach 
Projects By Christina Saremba

Approximately 65 members and guests attended and participated in 
the evening activities featuring the annual silent auction. 

The silent auction wouldn’t be possible if it weren’t for the generosity 
of those that contribute items or services to bid on. Members donated 
an assortment of nature-themed items and services with minimum 
bids ranging from $10 to $90. Some local businesses also contributed 
to our fund-raising efforts including:
• Pasta Polo Restaurant (Coquitlam)	 Two $50 gift cards
• Pomme Natural Markets (PoCo)	 Organic personal care products 	

					    valued at $50
• Backyard Bird Centre (Port Moody)	Three $25 gift cards
• Thrifty’s (Port Moody)	 	 Three $25 gift cards

In addition to the bidding on items in the silent auction, there was 
lots of activity around the sales tables. The bake tables were filled with 
a bountiful display of holiday baking, home baked buns, and jams and 
jellies. There was something for everyone at the book tables with a 
wide assortment of gently used nature-themed books to choose from.

Browsing at the book tables. Photo: J. Saremba

Throughout the evening, people savoured mulled cider and 
nibbled on goodies, while listening to Lori Austin and Kay Norton play 
piano duets of holiday tunes. The talented pair played festive tunes 
throughout the evening which added to the cheerful spirit of the event.

Part of the evening’s agenda included an activity that had 
participants meeting with different partners to share details about their 
favourite nature places and ways that they like to connect to nature. 
The activity created a buzz in the room as people went about asking 
each other questions to get the activity completed.

Members interacting with the ice breaker activity Photo: J. Saremba

Jim and Judy Atkinson were busy selling 50/50 tickets for a total 
amount of $236. Bruce Brandhorst was the winner of the 50/50 draw, 
which he generously donated all but $5, to cover the cost of his tickets, 
back to the club.

Seasonal greenery arrangements, provided by Amanda Maplethorp 
from her garden, were used to decorate the tables and then sold at the 
end of the evening.

As the silent auction 
coordinator, I would like to 
acknowledge the volunteers 
that made the silent auction, 
sales tables, and activities a 
success and an evening for all 
to enjoy. A huge thank you to 
Alison Burton, Anne Holt, Carole 
Edwards, Darlene Grieves, Diane 
Kizik-Macdonald, Edie Kernighan, 
Elaine Golds, Hilary Maguire, Ian 
McArthur, Jeff Rudd, Jim Atkinson, 
John Saremba, Judy Atkinson, 
June Lussier, Kathy Leko, Kay 
Norton, Liz Thunstrom, Lori Austin, 

Mary Metzger, Paul Steeves, 
Sigrid Felland, and Victoria 
Otton. With their assistance, 
and the generosity of our 
members and guests, we 
raised $1,826. 

The club will be putting the 
funds raised towards BMN’s 
education and outreach 
projects.
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Thursday, Feb 14, 7:00 - 9:00pm  
King of Life Church,  

1198 Falcon Drive, Coquitlam
There’s Nuffin’ like a Puffin 
Two BMN members will be our 

presenters at this special  
puffin-themed meeting Diane  

Kizik-MacDonald and Paul Steeves. 

Visit our website for updates  
and additional information: www.bmn.bc.ca

NEXT MONTHLY MEETING:
Judy Atkinson giving Bruce Brandhorst 
the 50/50 draw winnings. Photo: J. 
Saremba
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Welcome to New Members
By Brian Wormald

We are very pleased to welcome the following new members  
to the club. Please look out for them at the next meeting or hike  
and extend your own personal welcome.
Port Moody:  
        Jaime Curras Teijido and Samantha Gilbert

Announcements
Thurs Jan 10, 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm  
MONTHLY MEETING: Christmas Bird Count Wrap-Up 

A presentation of our local Christmas Bird Count with highlights of 
the species seen and how many. There’s friendly competition between 
teams of birders, and the wrap-up evening is always fun. Back by 
popular demand is presenter John Reynolds. Also, at this meeting will 
be the judging and awarding of prizes for the photography contest that 
accompanies the Christmas Bird Count.

The evening will kickoff with a brief presentation by Graham 
Sorenson, BC Projects Coordinator with Bird Studies Canada, on 
participating in Coastal Waterbird Surveys.

Fri Jan 18, 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm  
Documentary Film titled “Returning”, presented by Dr. Rob Butler 

The film “Returning” is described as, “From a sailing journey around 
the Salish Sea, emerges a new vision of a Nature Culture to inspire and 
transform how we interact with the world.” The film was directed by 
Mike McKinlay and was co-produced by Dr. Rob Butler of the Pacific 
Wildlife Foundation and the Burrard Inlet Marine Enhancement Society. 
Doors open at 6:30 pm. Dr. Butler will give a ‘birding tour’ of the 10 
winning photos from the Vancouver International Bird Festival photo 
contest starting at 6:45, after which, he will present the film. Following 
the film, there will be a Q&A session. There will also be a silent auction.

The event is free of charge and will be held at the Inlet Theatre, 100 
Newport Drive, Port Moody,

Sat Jan 19, 9am – noon 
Birding with Larry along the Pitt River Dyke 

Join Larry Cowan and members of the Vancouver Naturalists for a 
half-day birding field trip along Port Coquitlam’s Pitt River Dyke, north 
from the east end of Nicola Place back to the parking lot at DeBoville 
Slough. This route covers excellent dyke-side habitats. The group will 
be on the hunt for visiting winter and resident species. Meet in the 
main parking lot adjacent to the public washrooms at Cedar & Victoria 
Drives (west end of DeBoville Slough) in Port Coquitlam at 9am. From 
there, carpools will be arranged the start point at Nicola Place.  
For more info, contact the leader, Larry Cowan  
(lawrencecowan@shaw.ca, 604-307-0931).

Sat Feb 9, 10am – noon - VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY:  
Nest box cleaning and maintenance at Minnekhada Farm  
and DeBoville Slough 

BMN’s annual nest box cleaning season has arrived! Volunteers will 
be divvied into two teams and we will head out for a morning of work 
with the boxes at Minnekhada Farm and DeBoville Slough. Please 
join us, especially if you are good at climbing ladders and lifting nest 
boxes down for inspection and cleaning. We also need recorders and 
people who can carry supplies. Sign up at the January or February club 
meeting or contact Victoria (votton@sfu.ca). We will meet in the large 
parking lot at the entrance to DeBoville Slough (at the intersection of 
Victoria and Cedar Drives). Dress for the weather, bring work 
gloves and wear rubber boots.

Thurs Feb 14, 7:30 – 9:00 pm 
MONTHLY MEETING: There’s Nuffin’ like a Puffin 

Two BMN members will be our presenters at this special puffin-
themed meeting. Diane Kizik-MacDonald will describe her recent travels 
to the rugged coasts of the Shetland Islands where she followed her 
family’s footsteps around a series of lighthouses and nature reserves. 
Paul Steeves will begin the evening by showing his short photographic 
slideshow-set-to-music on puffins on the coast of Iceland.

Fri Feb 15 – Mon Feb 18 - The Great Backyard Bird Count
Here’s a chance to participate in an online bird census of wintering 

birds in your backyard (or anywhere else). For at least 15 minutes on 
one or more days of the count simply tally the numbers and kinds of 
birds you see. Submit each days’ checklist online. To register and for 
information, see gbbc.birdcount.org. The GBBC is led by the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology and the National Audubon Society with Canadian partner, 
Bird Studies Canada.

Sat Feb 16, 10am – noon - VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY:  
Nest box Cleaning and Maintenance at Colony Farm Park 

Nest box cleaning at Colony Farm Regional Park. Meet in the parking 
lot at the end of Colony Farm Road (near the community gardens). 
Contact Victoria (votton@sfu.ca) or sign up at the February club 
meeting. Dress for the weather, wear waterproof boots if the ground is 
not frozen and bring work gloves

Sat Feb 23, 10am – 1:30pm - VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY:  
Nest box Cleaning and Maintenance in the Widgeon Reserve Park 

This event offers a rare opportunity to visit a regional-park-in-
waiting. We often see swans out on the Pitt River and a sunny day will 
provide breathtaking views of Golden Ears and the Widgeon area. We 
will meet in the Quarry Road parking lot for Minnekhada Regional Park 
and carpool from there. Because access is through a locked gate, we 
must all enter and leave together. It is a good idea to bring a snack and 
drink as we usually work until at least 1:30 pm. While no washrooms 
are available, there is an abundance of bushes. Contact Victoria 
(votton@sfu.ca) or sign up at the February club meeting. Dress for the 
weather and bring work gloves.

Sat Mar 2, 10am – noon - VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY:  
Nest box Cleaning and Maintenance at Minnekhada Park 

Our last half-day of cleaning and maintaining nest boxes. Meet in the 
Quarry Road parking lot. Please contact Victoria (votton@sfu.ca) to sign 
up. Dress for the weather and bring work gloves.

Sat Mar 23, 9am – noon 
Birding with Larry at DeBoville Slough/Minnekhada Park 

Join Larry Cowan and members of the Vancouver Naturalists for a 
half-day birding trip to Coquitlam’s DeBoville Slough and Minnekhada 
Regional Park. Osprey, hummingbirds and swallows should be back on 
their breeding grounds. Spring migrants will also be moving through 
the area. With luck there will be a glimpse of Sandhill Crane, Red 
Crossbill, Band-tailed Pigeon and Western Meadowlark. Meet in the 
main parking lot adjacent to the public washrooms at Cedar & Victoria 
Drives in Port Coquitlam at 9am. Some vehicles will be positioned in the 
parking lot off Quarry Road in Minnekhada Park for our return trip. For 
more info, contact the leader, Larry Cowan (lawrencecowan@shaw.ca, 
604-307-0931).

Travel Mug Found
A green travel mug with a brown lid and labelled coco bruni was  
left at the December meeting. If this is your mug, please contact 
Christina at 2sarembas@gmail.com to arrange to get it back.



              

California Myotis species bat from the Okanagan and also found in our area. Photo: J. Saremba

Donate and Help Protect  
Our Local Bats
The Pacific Parklands Foundation (PPF) has agreed to consider 
granting additional funds for our bat stewardship program. PPF  
has created an online fundraising campaign to help BMN purchase  
a professional grade bat detector, which assists us in our  
monitoring work and improve our understanding of bats.  
More information about this equipment is available at:  
https://www.pacificparklands.com/news/special-equipment-
needed-to-give-bats-a-fighting-chance/
Our goal is $3,000 and PPF has found a donor who will match 
donations to a maximum of $1,000, towards our bat detector fund. 
Your donation to the campaign will help in the protection of our local 
bat species. You can donate through this address:  
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/38937
In 2017, Pacific Parklands Foundation funded construction of our 
bat mini-condo at Colony Farm. They are now interested in funding 
enhancements to our mini-condo, and purchasing monitoring 
sensors for this structure. PPF has also set up the donation page  
for us. We hope you can donate.

                  John Saremba - On behalf of the BMN Executive and Bat Team

West Knob Hike 
Saturday, June 23, 2018
By Mark Johnston

West Knob is a rock bluff overlooking Bowen Island in Howe Sound. 
Although one could begin at Cypress Bowl and drop down to it, our 
plan was to start in West Vancouver and hike up to it via the Whyte 
Lake and Baden-Powell trails. We thought a trip to West Knob, given 
its relatively moderate statistics (a round-trip distance of 12 km with 
an elevation gain of 610 m), would be a perfect hike for the shoulder-
season, so we were a bit surprised when only two of us showed up at 
our prearranged meeting place.

	Not to be disappointed, the two of us drove to the Whyte Lake 
trailhead just off Westport Road at the highway viaduct across Nelson 
Creek. There is ample parking here, but we were amazed to see that 
already at 9:00 am the lot was nearly full. Apparently, just as we who 
live in the Tri-Cities have our favourite places to walk, like Colony Farm 
and Buntzen Lake, so West Vancouverites flock to this spot to access a 
multiplicity of trails radiating west, north, and east.

	We began our hike under cloudy skies—in fact, on our drive to 
the trailhead, we had experienced some drizzle—but we were 

cheered by the forecast, which called for clearing beginning about 
noon. We left the parking lot and walked along the gravel service road 
that passes underneath the highway viaduct. As we did, we could look 
out from beneath the span toward the Strait of Georgia. Then, on the 
other side of the viaduct, we began to climb steeply. As we climbed, we 
enjoyed the “breezy, flutelike” song of Swainson’s Thrush and took note 
of roadside wildflowers, including buttercup and Queen Anne’s lace. We 
soon joined the Trans Canada Trail (TCT), which starts at Horseshoe Bay 
and is routed along the former railway right-of-way and the abandoned 
1956-vintage highway bridge over Nelson Creek. At a water tower 
we stayed with the TCT as it leaves the road and is now a proper trail 
running along the rim of Nelson Creek canyon through an ancient 
forest of Douglas-fir and Western redcedar. We noticed a couple of 
Millennium-project signs such as one finds along the TCT at Moody 
Inlet or on Hoy Creek. The first provides information about black bears 
and the second, about Thuja plicata, Western redcedar.

	Before long we turned off onto the Whyte Lake Trail and crossed over 
Nelson Creek. The Whyte Lake Trail is nearly level as it parallels Whyte 
Creek in a narrow draw. This trail is a work of art, with rounds cut from 
logs and laid flat across muddy sections for “stepping stones,” rail 
fences to keep walkers safely back from the canyon rim’s precipitous 
drop, sturdy footbridges over Nelson and Whyte creeks, and a lengthy 
boardwalk through the marshy area at the south end of the lake. We 
continued to marvel at the many large old-growth fir trees along here, 
as well as at the profusion of ferns and other understory plants. Adding 
to our reverie was the Pacific Wren’s bubbling trill.

	When we reached Whyte Lake, we turned aside to visit the brand-
new dock, which juts out into the lake and sports a non-slip surface 
and pool-style metal ladder to aid swimmers in entering and exiting the 
water. We sat on the dock for some time, just the two of us, and took in 
the sights and sounds. Although not large, the lake appeared to have 
good depth for swimming. It is dark in colour, such as is caused by an 
abundance of organic matter. It is ringed by dead trees, their bleached 
trunks contrasting with the brown water in front and the evergreen 
forest behind. Between the dock and the shore, we also noted what I 
believe to be a large patch of tufted loosestrife, with its bottlebrush-
like clusters of yellow flowers. As we sat, the sun came out; a heron 
flew by just overhead; and, higher up, an eagle soared. We saw a 
yellowish bird alight on one of the dead trees, but without binoculars 
we were not able to identify it with certainty. I wondered if it might be a 
female Western Tanager, and, later, not far from the lake, we did hear a 
tanager’s call note.

Before leaving the lake area, 
we visited its “lovely outhouse.” 
That’s how the new hiking 
guide, 105 Hikes In and Around 
Southwestern British Columbia, 
describes it. And it really is! 
One climbs half a dozen steps 
to a raised platform. The 
outhouse has a peaked metal 
roof, a Dutch door for access, 
and a back window to boot. 
A wall-to-wall wooden bench 
supports the toilet seat, and on 
one side there is a wooden box 
containing toilet paper. I didn’t 
detect any odour at all!
Just before the outhouse 

there is a trail junction. The guidebook seems to direct to the right, 
but signage at the place says go right for “Whyte Lake View,” left for 
the Baden-Powell Trail and Black Mountain. It was toward the latter 

that we wanted to travel. So, after walking a way to the right 
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Whyte Lake Outhouse. Photo: Steve Giannopoulos
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on what seemed to be a deteriorating path, we decided to play it safe 
and go back and take the left-hand route. We had to lose a little bit of 
elevation, but once we turned onto the Baden-Powell Trail—here a 
steep gravel road—we quickly regained it. We came to a side trail with 
a small yellow marker bearing the words “Whyte Lake,” figured it was 
probably the right-hand route we had rejected earlier, and resolved to 
follow it on the way back. In this vicinity the Baden-Powell Trail levels 
and becomes quite pleasant. The roadside trees are stately and the 
roadbed’s gravel surface is covered in crushed brown needles.

	After a few more minutes, we left the open road and our route 
became more trail-like. Soon we were climbing steeply again, following 
the course of upper Whyte Creek. At times it seemed that we were 
walking in the creek bed, and in fact we crossed from one side of the 
creek to the other on more than one occasion. A lone hiker overtook 
us and continued past us. While he was still within our sight, we heard 
him begin to sing in a soothing voice. 

Bear nearby. Photo: Steve Giannopoulos

A moment later we spotted what was eliciting his song: a young 
black bear several metres ahead in a clearing. The bear scampered 
a little way up slope but continued to watch us; it vocalized in a 
moderate tone once or twice. We kept our distance and slowly passed 
by, stopping only to take a photograph or two. Farther up we stopped 
for a breather at a level spot. We had a snack and some water as we 
listened to a Red-breasted Nuthatch’s call, sounding, as some have 
said, like a “tiny tin horn.”

When we resumed hiking, we began to climb even more steeply, 
the trail ascending in tight switchbacks. The forest here is very dark, 
consisting of young, densely packed trees. Not much light penetrates 
the canopy and there is very little undergrowth. We found ourselves 
walking in narrow draws, feeling closed-in, and wondering when we 
would come to the turnoff for the Donut Rock Trail and so the route 
to West Knob. We had been alerted by the guidebook to look for “an 
old metal plate on a tree indicating ‘Eagle Ridge.’” This would be the 
marker of the Donut Rock Trail. We had passed by one such metal plate 
already and had convinced ourselves that it couldn’t possibly be the 
intended marker. Still, as we walked farther and farther up the trail, 
we began to wonder if maybe the plate we had seen was indeed the 
one that we wanted. But at last we did find the right marker and a little 
later the side trail to West Knob. The latter path was initially very steep 
and then levelled for the access to the fine rock bluff viewpoint.

At the lookout there is a large open area for sitting and though trees, 
mostly pine, interfere with the view of Bowen Island in Howe Sound, 
views looking out over the Strait of Georgia to the Gulf Islands and 
Vancouver Island are panoramic. Immediately below us we noted a 
couple of terraces of evergreens, and above us to our left, the heights of 
Eagle Bluff. The waters of the strait were in sun, but cloud was drifting 
towards us and at the same time lifting up toward the top of Eagle Bluff. 
As we lunched, we studied some of the nearer features such as Point 
Grey, the Fraser River Delta, Passage Island, Bowen Island’s Snug Cove, 
and Langdale and Gibsons on the Sunshine Coast. 

West Knob viewpoint, looking toward Passage Island. Photo: Steve Giannopoulos

We saw and heard a junco singing at the top of a pine. It sang 
for some time, first at one perch and later at another. We also heard 
Townsend’s Warbler singing and a raven croaking. There was a cool 
wind blowing and we found it necessary to wear an outer layer, but 
eventually the clouds drifted past and we too were bathed in sunshine. 
Although we had started to pack up, when the sun came out, we sat or 
lay down again to prolong our enjoyment of our own lofty perch.

On our return we followed the trail we had seen on the way up, 
signed Whyte Lake. We got to the place where we had given up before, 
and a little past that turned off on a side path to upper Whyte Creek. We 
followed the creek to where it empties into the lake and then walked 
along a rough path parallel to the lakeshore to “Whyte Lake View,” an 
opening in the forest that provides access to the water. From here we 
could look across the lake toward the dock, now populated with many 
people who were sunbathing. Two young men dove into the water and 
swam across the lake to where we were sitting. They said the water 
was nice!

We sat for some time and it was with reluctance that we finally stood 
and resumed the trek home. We passed along the boardwalk, our eyes 
on the many ferns, especially deer and lady, growing on either side. 
Our walk back along lower Whyte Creek was pure joy, the sun now 
shining through the canopy and dappling the woods. At the bridge over 
Nelson Creek, we paused to watch robins flying at and plucking ripe 
salmonberries.

All in all, this proved to be a wonderful hike, and while the guidebook 
gives it a rating of only two stars, we would be quick to say that we 
had had a five-star day. Highly recommended.

AnimalKind -  
Handled with Care
This article is copied by permission from the Critter Care Wildlife Society’s 

2018 winter newsletter. 
Anyone who has dealt with mice in their basement or a squirrel 
chewing through their home wiring knows that quick and effective 
action is a must. Wildlife rehabilitation centres frequently see cases 
of “pest control gone wrong”, but can the problem be solved without 
unnecessary harm to animals? The BC SPCA’s new AnimalKind 
accreditation helps you to identify wildlife management services that 
will remove uninvited guests as humanely as possible.
The program accredits pest control and wildlife management 
companies committed to using animal welfare based standards with 
the BC SPCA stamp of approval. AnimalKind has also developed pilot 
standards for dog training to help connect dog owners with trainers 
who use verified humane methods.
To find an accredited company in your area or to learn more about  
the program, visit www.animalkind.ca
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Nature Watch By Liz Thunstrom

A Happy New Year to everyone and may it be a good year wildlife 
watching for all of us.

There were two sighting entries listed at the last meeting: Sheila saw 
an adult bear and two large cubs foraging in a tree top at Minnekhada/ 
Debouville; Loretta Teasell, had seen ‘an otter poking its head through 
the ice at Blakeburn Lagoons, as well as several Golden-crowned 
Sparrows’. These renovated ponds have certainly attracted a myriad 
of species very rapidly. It will be interesting to see how many more 
species find their way there in this upcoming year. 

Unlike the otter that visited the Dr. Sun Yet Sen Gardens in Vancouver 
this winter, to feast on koi, otters in the Blakeburn Lagoons would be 
able to feed on pumpkin-seed fish and bullfrogs, which are invasive 
species in this area.

On December 10, the water level at Como Lake was extremely high 
after the heavy rains but there were many Mallard Ducks out on the 
water, a few geese and two pairs of Buffleheads. A female Downy 
Woodpecker has finally found the suet feeder in my garden.

I noticed that the hummingbirds stay longer drinking at the feeder, 
sometimes 5 -10 seconds. They come more frequently too. Now there 
are 3. On Dec. 26, for the first time, there were two that actually sat on 
the feeder at the same time. One was drinking; the incomer sat and 
appeared very tense but did not appear to drink. December 23, the first 
Varied Thrush I have seen this year in the garden was busy turning over 
fallen leaves looking for food.

Susan Lundahl writes. “I have chickadees!! This might not sound 
very exciting, but my feeders were put away for 8 months due to too 
much bear activity in my garden. This week, hoping the bears are now 
asleep, I ventured to again hang my feeders. I have missed my birds SO 
MUCH!! Within an hour, feeders and shrubs were a-flutter with happy 
little Black-capped Chickadees. Also, within a few hours, four kinds of 
woodpeckers came to the suet: Flickers, Downy, Hairy, and a Pileated. 
My winter garden is alive! Yay!” Thanks, Susan. Bird feeders can give 
us so much pleasure in this rather dull season of winter.

A further update from Susan on Dec 24th:
“It’s very rare that I get a new species at my feeders, but lately my 
garden has been frequented by a little Ruby-crowned Kinglet! I guess 
the expensive insect suet is paying off! I also had a Red-breasted 
Nuthatch for the first time in years, but just caught one little glimpse. 
I can hardly get enough of watching my feeders lately, having them put 
away for 8 months because of the bears. Besides my regular juncoes, 
Black Capped and Chestnut-backed Chickadees, towhees, Song 
Sparrows, Anna’s Hummingbirds, flickers, Common Merganserbuff, and 
Downy Woodpeckers, I also see a lovely pair of Hairy Woodpeckers, and 
a Pileated Woodpecker. In the forest pond behind me, from my window  
I also regularly see three or more Bald Eagles, a Great Blue Heron, and 
a pair of Hooded Merganzers. So glad those bears are sleeping!!”

Como Lake has had a few visitors recently - a Pied-billed Grebe, a 
Common Merganser, a Bufflehead and over 60 mallards were seen but 
no geese, on December 19th. On December 25th, my Christmas treat 
was a pair of Wood Ducks sitting on a fallen log in the lake with several 
pairs of mallards. I have not seen Wood Ducks at the lake in years.

On December 27th, two Hooded Mergansers were diving! The male was 
not in breeding plumage yet. The male Wood Duck is in its full colours, 
and was actively courting a female with a whistling call and much head 
bobbing.

And on December 29th, three Golden-crowned Kinglets were seen at 
Como Lake feeding along the water edge in the wetland. I have never 
seen them feeding this low! Maybe it was as a result of the heavy rains?

Have a great time on the Bird Count.

BMN Archives - Excerpts from 
Previous January Newsletters
By Anne Holt

Jan. 1994  
“What Now for Mundy Park?”  By Glen Stedham

All around the province, from Clayoquot to Coquitlam, people are 
crying out for preservation of green spaces. In Coquitlam, 80% of 
voters opted to preserve Mundy Park as urban forest. But are municipal 
bureaucrats getting the message? Apparently not!

At a recent meeting with a Coq. Parks official I was told that 
development plans for Mundy Park are proceeding. The plans appear 
not to have been affected by the referendum results.

A multi-year development plan calls for $4,239,000 in spending. Here 
is a partial list of what that money will be used to create: -450parking 
stalls, -gateways -signs, and kiosks -a 3rd and 4th set of tennis 
courts, an interpretive centre -2 floats for Lost Lake, -a skateboard 
bowl, another walking trail, -more bicycle paths and wheel- chair 
paths (asphalt). It appears we will be getting a fully developed urban 
forest. The City’s plan was not reported in the Tri City News. If you have 
concerns, call me...

Jan. 1995  
“Announcements” “7th Annual Bald Eagle Excursion” By April Mol

Since the Burke Mt. Naturalists formed in Jan. 1989, one thing has 
remained constant, our annual trip to the Harrison Bay area to view 
Bald Eagles and Trumpeter Swans. In past years we have seen up to 
1000 eagles and over 100 swans. We will be hosting our 7th annual 
eagle viewing trip in Jan. 1995, rain or shine.

This trip will again be open to the general public, but BMN members 
will have the first chance to reserve space on this free outing...

RETURNING

INLET THEATRE, PORT MOODY, Friday, January 18, 2019 
Silent auction & film, Free, Doors Open 6:30

Film Premiere

Presented by Pacific WildLife Foundation and 
Burrard Inlet Marine Enhancement Society

From a sailing journey around the Salish Sea emerges a 
new vision of a Nature Culture to inspire and transform 

how we interact with the world.  

Directed by

MIKE 
MCKINLAY

Sound
George Faulkner

Music
Mark Lazeski

ROB BUTLER
Scientist, host, writer and co-producer presents
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Brian Wormald, brian@wormald-online.com (604.537.3717)

BC Nature Director: 
Victoria Otton, votton@gmail.com (604.937.5379)

Newsletter Editor: 
Linda Soer, BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

Newsletter Design: 
Brigitte Breuer, bbreuer.bc@gmail.com (604.353.8325)

Marketing/Communications Committee Chair and 
Volunteer Corodinator: 
Christina Saremba, 2sarembas@gmail.com (604.351.9643)

Education and Outreach Committee Chair:  
Lori Austin, l.k.austin@shaw.ca (604.464.7415)

Conservation and Advocacy Committee Chair:  
Elaine Golds, elaine.golds@gmail.com (604.937.3483)

Nature and Feeder Watch: 
Liz Thunstrom, ethunstrom@shaw.ca (604.939.9571)

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)
“Discover Nature in the Tri-Cities” 2015, (40 pages) a children’s nature 
guide; available on our website (40 pages) and from local libraries 
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough,
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor
Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Regional Park and Area, DeBoville Slough,
Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm and our checklist for the Colony 
Farm Park birds
Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough 
Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System: 1994, (121 pages) is 
available on our website
Our Backyard Wilderness: A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992,  
(23 pages, plus appendices) available at Coquitlam Poirier Library
The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,  
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available 
on our website www.bmn.bc.ca

Jan. 1996  
“Now We Have Archives” By Joan Spira 

The first public meeting of BMN happened on Jan. 18th 1989, at the 
Hyde Creek Recreation Centre. The name of the club was chosen that 
night, and plans were made to hold field trips and invite a speaker for 
each monthly meeting.

All the minutes, correspondence, and other business of the 
organization have been saved since those first days. In addition, 
reports, maps, newsletters, newspaper articles, pamphlets and 
pictures were carefully filed away over the years-11filing boxes 
worth! Everything was kept neatly in order: however, none of it was 
cataloged. So this summer (1995), I listed and cross-referenced all 
the items, making access to it all possible—and Voila! We have BMN 
Archives. 

Jan. 1998 
 “Book Review - The Fraser River” By Elaine Golds

Even though it was long ago in the 1970’s, I can still remember the 
exquisite pleasure I felt reading Bruce Hutchison’s book about the 
Fraser as I sat on a passenger railcar winding its way through the 
Fraser Canyon and then up the North Thompson and on through the 
Yellowhead pass. I only had to read Hutchinson’s description in his 
book and then look out the window to verify the scene. I learned a 
lot about the Fraser from that train trip of my graduate student days. 
I was returning from a Neurochemistry Conference in Vancouver, my 
first experience of the West coast. I am sure that my desire to live in 
B.C. was kindled in large part by that book and that train journey. 

Also, from Jan.1998 “Colony Farm Brochure” By Karen Beckenbach

The Colony Farm Task Force is preparing a brochure to help launch 
the formation of the Colony Farm Park Association. The goal of the 
brochure is to recruit new members to join the Park Association and 
to let the public know that Colony Farm is a GVRD Park and open for 
business. We are looking for pictures or slides we could add to the 
brochure to show off Colony Farm’s beauty and uniqueness. 

Jan.1999 “Nature/ Feeder Watch” By Carolyn Burr

In the morning of Dec. 31 Jay and I were running in Mundy Park, 
when a tapping noise caught our attention. We stopped to discover 
a Pileated Woodpecker busily chopping a large hole in a tree. The 
ground below looked like a woodsman had been there, as it was all 
covered with chips. We watched as it pecked away, then grabbed a 
chip and tossed it over its shoulder to the ground. On Jan. 2nd I saw it 
there again, this time eating insects out of a hole. ...  
Happy birding in the new year!
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DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter
Saturday, February 2, 2019 

Send articles to: BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

* a Group Membership is designed for organizations such as hatcheries or community groups

	 $33 for an Individual
	 $40 for a Family/Group* Membership

Membership can be renewed:
•  online at: www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/membership using a credit card or PayPal, 

under the tab named “Get Involved”.

•  mail a cheque to BMN, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4

•  pay with cash or cheque at one of our monthly meetings
Members receive ten monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities, local issues  
and events. Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.  
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status

Name(s):____________________________________________________________
(Family adults at same home address)
 
Name(s):____________________________________________________________
(Family children under 19)

Address: ____________________________________________________________

City:________________________________Postal Code: ______________________

Telephone:___________________________________________________________

E-mail:______________________________________________________________

Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership (January to December)


