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We were required to complete an “Audubon CBC Rare Bird 
Documentation Form” for this greater white-fronted goose spotted 
on Moody Inlet. Photo: B. Brandhorst 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count in the TriCities 
By Victoria Otton  
   When BMN began doing Christmas Bird Counts back around 
1995, who would have believed we’d ever be counting 
hummingbirds in the wintertime? Yet since 2008, these birds have 
appeared every year on our checklists, and their numbers have 
been shooting up each year.  This year, we counted 115 of these 
birds.   
   This is one of the interesting observations made on the BMN 
portion of the 2018 Audubon Christmas Bird Count. These one-
day Counts are held all over North and South America during the 
10 days on either side of Christmas Day. Since the Counts began 
well over a century ago, the Audubon Society has been compiling 
the data and making it freely available to researchers, decision-
makers and the general public. All the data are gathered by 
volunteers like those on the BMN Count. 
   The weather really helped to make our 2018 Count a success: 
the Count Day (Saturday Jan 5th) was bracketed by days and 
days of heavy rain. But the 5th was an almost-sunny day!  We 
fielded 101 observers who together walked a total of 112 km 
along 14 prescribed routes in the TriCities area, and we had 10 
feeder-watchers. 
   The overall stats in 2018 were remarkably similar to BMN’s 
1998-2017 yearly averages. The total number of species seen 
this year was 85 (average is 83 species), and the number of 
individual birds was 9,960 (average is 10,613 birds).  
   In terms of which of the 14 teams of BMN volunteers got the 
most species, it’s long been a contest between the teams who 
cover areas with the best bird habitat: DeBoville Slough (open 
fields and water channels), Moody Inlet (salt water) and Colony 
Farm (more open fields and flowing water). The DeBoville team’s 
area now includes the productive new wetland habitat at 
Blakeburn Lagoons, and this team has led the pack for the past  
3 years. They nailed the most species (60) again this year. The 
team at Colony Farm West came in 2nd with 46 species, and 
Moody Inlet was third with 42 species. DeBoville also had the 
most birds (2,013 birds). The Moody Inlet team came in second 
with 1,507 birds (538 of these were Canada Geese). The PoCo 
Riverfront team were third in this ranking with 958 birds spotted.  
The top-three most common species on this year’s count were 
Canada geese (1,541), northwestern crows (1,479) and mallards 
(1,122 of them). 
   There were several notable sightings this year: a single greater 
white-fronted goose at Moody Inlet, one white-throated sparrow 
and one Wilson’s snipe (both spotted by the DeBoville Slough  
team), one Townsend’s solitaire in Upper Coquitlam, 8 dippers 
(down from 17 spotted last year), one yellow-rumped warbler by  
the team on the Riverview Lands, and a total of 101 bald eagles.   

 

 
Submissions to the photo contest that accompanies our Count 
were superb again this year. At the January Wrap-Up meeting, 
“Best Bird” photo was awarded to June Lussier for her Pacific 
wren. Paul Steeves went home with two prizes, with his winning 
photos in the “Best People” and “Best Fake” categories. Bruce 
Brandhorst claimed the prize in the “Best Other” category for his 
photo of harbour seals on the Inlet log booms.   
   Many thanks all the volunteer team leaders and observers for 
making this year’s Count a success. Thanks also to Jennifer 
Tayes who has compiled our data with that from the Alouette 
Field Naturalists for submission to the Audubon data central 
database. 
   To see the complete checklist, and winning photos, go to 
CBC2018_results 
https://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/cbc2018-results/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promoting Nature Awareness in Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, Port Moody – and beyond 

NEXT MEETING: 

Tuesday, March 12th at 7:30pm 

King of Life Lutheran Church, Coquitlam. 
 

Guest speaker is Dr. Veronica Wahl from Douglas 

College on Attracting Pollinators to your Garden. 

Please note this meeting will be held 

on a Tuesday evening. 
 

Visit our website for updates and additional information: 

www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca 

https://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/cbc2018-results/
https://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/cbc2018-results/
http://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/
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Nature Walks 

March 14, 21 & 28,  9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
Join Jeff Rudd and Gay Mitchell for nature walks along the 

Coquitlam River. Dress for the weather, bring water, a snack, 
and binoculars. Meet at 1328 Gabriola Drive on March 14 & 28 
(parking on Cortes or Ballenas) and meet at the Ozada Tot Lot 
on March 21.               Contact: Gay Mitchell  604-552-0727 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Thurs Feb 14, 7:30 – 9:00 pm 

MONTHLY MEETING: There’s Nuffin’ like a Puffin  

   Two BMN members will be our presenters at this special puffin-
themed meeting. Diane Kizik-MacDonald will describe her recent 
travels to the rugged coasts of the Shetland Islands where she 
followed her family’s footsteps around a series of lighthouses and 
nature reserves. Paul Steeves will begin the evening by showing 
his short photographic slideshow-set-to-music on puffins on the 
coast of Iceland. 

Fri Feb 15 – Mon Feb 18 

The Great Backyard Bird Count 

   Here’s a chance to participate in an online bird census of 
wintering birds in your backyard (or anywhere else). For at least 15 
minutes on one or more days of the count simply tally the numbers 
and kinds of birds you see. Submit each day’s checklist online. To 
register and for information, see gbbc.birdcount.org. The GBBC is 
led by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon 
Society with Canadian partner, Bird Studies Canada. 

Sat Feb 16, 10am – noon 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Nest box Cleaning and 
Maintenance at Colony Farm Park  

   Nest box cleaning at Colony Farm Regional Park. Meet in the 
parking lot at the end of Colony Farm Road (near the community 
gardens). Contact Victoria (votton@sfu.ca) or sign up at the 
February club meeting. Dress for the weather, wear waterproof 
boots if the ground is not frozen and bring work gloves 

Sat Feb 23, 10am – 1:30pm 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Nest box Cleaning and 
Maintenance in the Widgeon Reserve Park  

   This event offers a rare opportunity to visit a regional-park-in-
waiting. We often see swans out on the Pitt River and a sunny day 
will provide breathtaking views of Golden Ears and the Widgeon 
area. We will meet in the Quarry Road parking lot for Minnekhada 
Regional Park and carpool from there. Because access is through a 
locked gate, we must all enter and leave together. It is a good idea 
to bring a snack and drink as we usually work until at least 1:30 pm. 
While no washrooms are available, there is an abundance of 
bushes. Contact Victoria (votton@sfu.ca) or sign up at the February 
club meeting. Dress for the weather and bring work gloves. 

Sat Mar 2, 10am – noon 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Nest box Cleaning and 
Maintenance at Minnekhada Park  

   Our last half-day of cleaning and maintaining nest boxes. Meet in 
the Quarry Road parking lot. Please contact Victoria 
(votton@sfu.ca) to sign up. Dress for the weather and bring work 
gloves 

BMN HIKE - Sat March 9 - Lakeview Trail   

   For our first hike of the year, we will make a return visit to the 
Buntzen Lake Recreation Area. This time we will circle the lake by 
means of the Lakeview Trail on the west side and the Buntzen Lake 
Trail on the east side. The Lakeview Trail sees somewhat less 
traffic than other Buntzen routes and features a beautiful, lush 
forest, interesting outcroppings, and views of North Beach and 

Swan Falls. This moderate hike has a roundtrip distance of 11 km 
and a cumulative elevation gain of about 290 m. Meet at the 
Buntzen Lake parking area, near the warden’s office, at 9:00 am. 
Return 2:00 pm.  
Please contact Mark (604. 552. 0727) for more info. 

**Tues** Mar 12, 7:30 – 9:00 pm 
MONTHLY MEETING: Attracting Pollinators to your Garden 

   Our guest speaker is Dr. Veronica Wahl from the Institute of 
Urban Ecology at Douglas College. Veronica is the coordinator of 
the UNIBUG citizen science research project (http://unibug.ca/) at 
the College.  The goal of UNIBUG is to engage community 
volunteers in learning about the ecology of urban gardens, with a 
focus on beneficial garden insects. The UNIBUG project looks at 
attracting predatory and parasitic insects into urban gardens as well 
as studying pollinators and their habitat through identifying, 
counting bees and monitoring bee houses.  In this presentation, 
Veronica will tell us how to encourage local and native bees in the 
garden, including mason bees and leafcutter bees. 
** Please note that this presentation is held on the Tuesday 
immediately prior to our regular Thursday slot.  

Sat Mar 23, 9am – noon 
Birding with Larry at DeBoville Slough/Minnekhada Park  

   Join Larry Cowan and members of the Vancouver Naturalists for 
a half-day birding trip to Coquitlam’s DeBoville Slough and 
Minnekhada Regional Park. Osprey, hummingbirds and swallows 
should be back on their breeding grounds. Spring migrants will also 
be moving through the area. With luck there will be a glimpse of 
Sandhill Crane, Red Crossbill, Band-tailed Pigeon and Western 
Meadowlark. Meet in the main parking lot adjacent to the public 
washrooms at Cedar & Victoria Drives in Port Coquitlam at 9am. 
Some vehicles will be positioned in the parking lot off Quarry Road 
in Minnekhada Park for our return trip. For more info, contact the 
leader, Larry Cowan (lawrencecowan@shaw.ca, 604-307-0931). 
 

 
**Tues** Apr 9, 7:30 – 9:00 pm 
MONTHLY MEETING: Bird Photography Tips and Tricks 

Getting a good image of a wild bird is challenging, especially when 
they are in flight. Learn some of the basics (and ethics) of bird 
photography from BMN member Vladimir Jan at the March 12th 
meeting of the Burke Mountain Naturalists. Vladimir has worked as 
a professional photographer doing family portraits, but now turns 
his lens to local wildlife and landscapes. 
** Please note that this presentation is held on the Tuesday 
immediately prior to our regular Thursday evening slot.  

As a follow-up to this presentation, there will be a bird photography 
field trip with Vladimir to Port Coquitlam’s Blakeburn Lagoons later 
in the month. Details to follow.  

Thurs Apr 4, 7:30 – 9:30 pm   
Nature Vancouver hosts Prof. John Reynolds on ‘Birds of the 
Great Bear Rainforest’ 

John’s talk will showcase the rich diversity of bird life in our Pacific 
coastal rain forest, with a few deviations through other species 
along the way, ranging from insects to bears. Held in the Parish 
Hall of St. Mary’s (Kerrisdale) Anglican Church, Vancouver. 
 

Welcome Aboard! 

We are pleased to announce that Brian Wormald, 
our membership secretary, has officially joined our 

executive team. We greatly appreciate his 
experience and enthusiasm! 

http://gbbc.birdcount.org/
mailto:votton@sfu.ca
mailto:votton@sfu.ca
mailto:votton@sfu.ca
http://unibug.ca/
http://unibug.ca/
mailto:lawrencecowan@shaw.ca
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A portion of our steep ascent.Photo: S. Tajwar 

 

View from Tunnel Bluff Lookout, looking down on the twists and 
turns of the Sea to Sky Highway and out toward Bowyer and  

Bowen islands.                                 Photo: S. Tajwar 

 

Tunnel Bluff Hike 

Saturday, October 13, 2018 
By Mark Johnston 

   Whenever I lead a hike, I usually have one or two concerns that 
keep me awake the night before. This time my worries were: Would 
we find parking at the Tunnel Point Viewpoint trailhead, where there 
is a limited number of spaces? and Would we be able to get 
everyone safely across the Sea to Sky Highway to access the trail, 
given that we would be crossing on a curve with limited visibility? 

   As for my first worry, we had made the decision to leave 
Coquitlam at 7:00 a.m. and trusted that this would be early enough 
to secure parking spots. As it turned out, it was. The nine of us, in 
two cars, arrived at the turnout at about 8:00 am and, as there were 
only three or four cars parked there, had our pick of parking spots. 
Regarding the second worry, while it proved to be easier than 
imagined to cross the highway to reach the trail, we could see that 
it would be more challenging to come back across in the opposite 
direction. When we returned, we found that those first across were 
able to direct the rest of us, and so everyone got back safely. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We had a beautiful day for the hike, with the temperature eventually 
reaching the mid to high teens. In the morning coolness, some of 
us wore a fleece or jacket. But, as we snaked our way up the very 
steep Tunnel Point Trail (which gains some 500 m of elevation in its 
first 1.5 km or so), we soon generated enough body heat to render 
the extra clothing superfluous. While some of our younger 
members scampered up the trail at a faster pace, they were willing 
to stop every so often to let the group collect again. And in fact, 
there were many excuses to stop, for the trail passes half a dozen 
viewpoints en route to the pièce de résistance, Tunnel Bluff. The 
first four viewpoints offer increasingly expansive views of southern 
Howe Sound, its islands, and the Sunshine Coast mountains; the 
last couple of viewpoints look toward the north face of Mt. Harvey 
and its split-off pinnacle, “Harvey’s Pup.” We stopped briefly at the 
first viewpoint, bypassed the second, and stayed a very short time 

at the third as its sight lines are limited by trees. We were happy to 
spend an extended time at the fourth, where the wide-angle view is 
a harbinger of the panoramic view to come. We also stopped at the 
next viewpoint, the first with a prospect of Harvey and its Pup. 
   Given our measured pace, we had lots of time to bird and 
botanize. Coincidently, at the fourth viewpoint, we heard the red-
breasted nuthatch’s “tiny tin horn.” We also heard ravens and later 
chickadees. As for flora, we were thrilled to see an abundance of 
licorice fern. In this location these ferns form large sheets growing, 
for the most part, on rock slabs. We also found a specimen of 
rattlesnake-plantain (Goodyera oblongifolia) on a moderately-sized, 

moss-covered boulder. I have seen this plant growing in humus on 
the ground, but don’t remember observing it on rock. Although our 
eyes were often fixed on the rocky and sometimes rooty trail, we 
were also very aware of passing beneath arbutus, maple, and very 
sizable old-growth Douglas-fir trees. Particularly memorable were a 
pair of the latter growing very closely together, their trunks diverging 
as they rose. 
   At the first of the two viewpoints offering prospects of Harvey, the 
trail’s grade eased, and we soon found ourselves walking on an old 
logging road. 105 Hikes calls it a “pleasant old . . . road,” and that is 
most certainly the case. The roadbed is dirt, not gravel, and is 
littered with brown needles. Mature alder trees line the margins, 
and these, as well as the encroaching evergreens, form a thick 
canopy that keeps the road well shaded. Eventually we doubled 
back on another road, this one having been subjected to a slide. 
We had to skirt the slide on tamped-down rocks, but this posed no 
major problem. 
   When we reached the turnoff to Tunnel Bluff Lookout, we were 
back on trail again. After a few minutes, we crested the top of a rise 
and then dropped down to the clifftop viewpoint. And what a view! 
We could see the islands of southern Howe Sound laid out, map-
like, at our feet: Bowyer, Bowen, the Pasley group, Keats, Gambier, 
and Anvil. In the distance, far and near, were the Olympic 
Mountains, Vancouver Island, the Gulf Islands, and the Sunshine 
Coast mountains. Looking over our shoulder, we saw Hat Mountain, 
the west peak of Brunswick, Harvey, the north and south peaks of 
Unnecessary Mountain, and farther down the Britannia Range to 
Black Mountain. We also had a good view of the twists and turns of 
the Sea to Sky Highway as it threads its way between the waters of 
Howe Sound and the base of the mountain range. As we took in the 
views, a Bald Eagle flew from sea to mountain, and later two eagles 
below us caught thermals to circle round and eventually ascend far 
above our heads. 
   There were a fair number of people who were making their way to 
the bluff, an area that is quite large and easily accommodates a 
small crowd. While we were aware of others all around us, it never 
seemed as though we were competing for space, and our various 
groupings enjoyed a certain amount of conversational privacy. 
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View An eye-catching clump of mushrooms. 
Species remains unidentified. Photo: S. Tajwar 

 

Editor’s Note:  
Dr. Christine Bishop (Environment & Climate Change 

Canada) has accepted BMN’s invitation to present at a 
Club Monthly Meeting. She will describe her research 

findings on the exposure of hummingbirds to pesticides 
used in the blueberry operations near Minnkehada Park. 
The date of this presentation has not been confirmed yet. 

   After an hour or more at the lookout, we decided to begin to make 
our way down. But before we set out, we ended up taking a few 
more photographs. Some previous party had left a plastic chair atop 
the viewpoint. We took a photo of one of our members seated in it 
with the view as a backdrop. Then we photographed another 
member seated in it. Then a third, and so on until pretty much 
everybody had a turn. Finally, a hiker from another party was 
pressed into service to take photos of our whole group gathered 
around our leader, who was seated in the chair! 

   The trip down took about as much time as the hike up, partly 
owing to the steepness of the trail, but also to a particularly long 
break at the second viewpoint. Although the view here is more 
limited, it is more private due to trees on either side and being 
further from the trail. We settled in and could easily have whiled 

away the rest of 
the afternoon. As 
we sat, looking 
out toward Mt. 
Artaban on 
Gambier Island, 
a golden arbutus 
leaf fell and 
fluttered across 
our field of vision 
before touching 
down on the 
ground. The leaf 
was a reminder 
of the time of 
year, but also a 
fit symbol of our 
carefree state of 
mind. As we 
completed our 
hike, we could 
certainly second 
the Scottish-
American 
naturalist John 

Muir’s proposal: 
“Climb the 
mountains and 

get their good tidings. Nature’s peace will flow into you as sunshine 
flows into trees. The winds will blow their own freshness into you, 
and the storms their energy, while cares will drop off like autumn 
leaves.”  

Neonicotinoids –  

Letter to the Editor Response 
By Liz Thunstrom 

In the September newsletter article about hummingbirds, I 
mentioned a research study that was investigating the levels of 
neonicotinoid pesticides in hummingbirds at the banding station.  

A sharp-eyed reader noticed this and wrote to the Editor with a 
request for more information on what these chemicals are, how to 
recognize them or identify their presence, and how they could be 
avoided. With gardening season not too far away, here are some 
answers…. 

   Since their introduction in 1994, neonicotinoid pesticides, 
Imidacloprid, Clothianidin and Thiamethoxam, similar to nicotine, 
are now some of the most widely used agricultural pesticides in the 
world for killing plant-eating insects. The one most commonly used 
commercially is Imidacloprid.  

   All neonicotinoids are systemic, that is, they travel through the 
vascular systems of plants, thus reaching all parts of the tissues, 
including the nectar and pollen of the flowers. 
   Neonics, the short form name for the group, are neurotoxins 
(nerve poisons) which act to block neural messages in the Central 
Nervous System (CNS) of insects, causing rapid death. They are 
extremely toxic to bees, both native and domestic and harm other 
beneficial organisms, including aquatic ones. They are not 
considered to be toxic to humans or animals. 
   Neonicotinoids are used in agriculture and horticulture against 
soil, seed, timber and animal pests, e.g., sap-feeding insects like 
aphids or root-eating grubs. They are also found in lawn sprays 
and flea collars for domestic pets. Application is by injection into 
soil, into trees, sprayed on the ‘skin’ of the plant or the foliage or 
used as a seed treatment. In agriculture they are most often 
sprayed on as a seed treatment for cereal crops. In horticulture, 
they are used on annual bedding plants for commercial sales. 
   Neonics are water-soluble and break down slowly in the 
environment. It takes approximately 1000 days for the 
concentration of neonics to reduce by half in the environment! That 
is almost 3 years to reach half concentration! 
   Canadian Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) 
assessments, begun in 2012, found all three neonics present in 
aquatic environments and in aquatic insects such as Mayflies, 
which are a source of food for fish, frogs, birds, bats and other 
animals. Thus, neonics enter the food chain. Many pollinating 
insect species spend their larval stages as aquatic insects. Neonic 
buildup in ground water was also found to be approaching toxic 
levels for insects. Much of the research has been done on 
honeybees as they are monitored closely by bee keepers and their 
activities are easily visible. The research is ongoing. 
   Neonics are also affecting the populations of aerial insectivorous 
birds. Swallows and nighthawks are in severe decline worldwide. 
Canada’s swallow species population is down 60% from levels 40 
years ago. Seed-eating birds can be exposed by eating treated 
seeds. Ingestion by birds causes migratory disorientation, 
reproductive issues, depleted fat stores and body mass, leading to 
death. 
   Because of the widespread use of neonics, it is safest for 
gardeners to buy plants organically grown and locally produced.  
Large scale stores like Costco, Home Depot, Walmart and Lowes 
are now encouraging their suppliers in the US and Canada to 
eliminate the use of neonics in commercial plant products sold to 
their stores. 
   The European Union banned all outdoor use of the three principal 
neonic products in April, 2018, citing high risks to bees and other 
pollinators. The Federal Government of Canada has recently 
announced plans to phase out Imidacloprid and the other two 
neonics in common use over the next 3 to 5 years after further 
consultation with users. 
   The old adage ‘Buyer beware’ is a good fit in this case. 
 
Reference sources: 
Environmental Science and Pollinator Research, Vol.22,pp.119 - 
134, Jan.2015 
Nature Canada Website 
National Wildlife Federation 
Organic Farming and Gardening Magazine 
University of Saskatchewan Facility of Applied Avian Research 
Pest management Regulatory Agency (Canada) 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/corporate/about-health-
canada/branches-agencies/pest-management-regulatory-
agency.html 
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Top & middle Ruby-crowned Kinglet.  
Bottom Chestnut-backed Chickadee with Hairy 

Woodpecker.           Photos: S. Lundahl 
 

Nature Watch by Liz Thunstrom 
At the last meeting, we all enjoyed sharing the events of the Bird 
count, and the excellent recap put on by John Reynolds.  For a 
change, the count day had been dry and clear with good visibility 
translating to a good number of species.  One of the surprises was 
the number of Anna’s hummingbirds which all groups saw.  John’s 
graph indicated that over the last two years their numbers were 
going up in a straight line! Final count was 115 of the little guys! 

Gillian’s group watched a Peregrine falcon successfully hunting a 
pigeon near the Pitt River Bridge.  That must have been really 
exciting. The group at Como Lake saw a Cooper’s hawk pursuing 
its prey through thick branches in the wetland area. 

Heron counters at Colony Farm have recently reported seeing 2 
marsh harriers in the wildlife fields, several otter sightings and even 
a couple of seals in the river at the bend above the bridge! 

Feeders in my garden are very busy, especially with juncos that are 
now monopolizing the suet feeder, sometimes two on it at once - 
the chickadees are finding it hard to get a spot.   The male Anna’s 
hummingbird is very aggressive, even with humans - he buzzed the 
neighbour pruning my pear tree, several times! 

Susan Lundahl is 
getting a great variety 
of species at her 
feeder.  She writes: 
“For many weeks a 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
has been frequenting 
my suet feeder. If 
another bird is on the 
feeder, he will 
scavenge for the 
insect-rich suet on the 
ground.   

Numerous Purple Finches 
lately, always a treat, big 
flocks of Bushtits, a lone 
Varied Thrush, plus House 
Finches, Song Sparrows, 
Northern Flickers, Downy 
Woodpeckers, Juncos, 
Black-capped Chickadees, 
Towhees, Anna's 
Hummingbirds.               

Note the photo of the 
Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee with a 
Hairy Woodpecker 
behind. A bit hard to 
see the length of the 
beak, but it is 
definitely a Hairy. 
Also, on the pond 
behind my house: 
Eagles, Great Blue 
Herons, Kingfishers, 
Hooded and Common 
Mergansers, and a 
Dipper.” 

 BMN Bat Team Activities - 2018 
By John Saremba                        January 31, 2019 

This was a very busy year for the Burke Mountain Naturalists Bat 
Team in conducting a variety of monitoring, stewardship, education, 
and outreach activities. These activities were done in association 
with and on behalf of a wide range of agencies and academic 
institutions, including: 

 Metro Vancouver Regional Parks (MVRP) and Pacific 
Parklands Foundation 

 City of Port Coquitlam, City of Coquitlam, City of Port 
Moody departments 

 Colony Farm and Minnekhada Park Associations 

 Terry Fox Secondary School (Port Coquitlam) and 
Seaview Community School (Port Moody) 

 UBC Biology; BCIT Forestry, Wildlife and Recreation; 
University of the Fraser Valley Biology Department 

Our Bat Team work was done with guidance from the BC 
Community Bat (BCCB) Program. The support of Mandy Kellner 
(the BCCB Program’s Provincial Coordinator) and Aimee Mitchell 
and Danielle Dagenais (BCCP Program Regional Coordinators) 
was greatly appreciated.  

Furthermore, the considerable assistance from volunteers on our 
Bat Team and other individuals within and outside of BMN enabled 
us to deliver a comprehensive bat program for the Tri-Cities region.  
The time provided by these volunteers and agency representatives 
to support the BMN bat program was gratefully appreciated. 

Key services, projects and activities associated with the 2018 BMN 
bat program are summarized as follows. 

Bat Monitoring Sessions 

A major component of the BMN Bat Team program involved the 
study of bat populations at known roosts through monitoring 
sessions. These sessions involved a small team of bat monitors 
who counted bats as they emerged from designated bat roosts. As 
well, a BMN bat detector was used to identify the different bat 
species at such roosts. These monitoring sessions were conducted 
at scheduled times and dates from early June to late August. 

In 2018, the majority of bat monitoring was done at Metro 
Vancouver Regional Parks in the Tri-Cities area. This monitoring 
was done under the terms of a formal research permit issued by 
Markus Merkens with Metro Vancouver. For 2018, this research 
permit covered the bat monitoring sessions, as well as the 
collection of fresh spring bat guano at several roost sites for 
analysis of the early detection for White-Nose Syndrome disease. 
Our bat monitoring in 2018 found that the number of bats in Colony 
Farm Regional Park, Minnekhada Regional Park and Widgeon 
Marsh Park Reserve was similar to those from 2017 monitoring 
results. All three park locations continue to support a large and 
ecologically significant number of bat colonies at one or more 
roosts in each park. 

Bat monitoring sessions were also done at three municipal parks in 
2018, i.e., Blakeburn Lagoons Park in Port Coquitlam, Coquitlam 
River Park in Coquitlam, and Shoreline Trail System in Port Moody. 
Monitoring at these locations was done to observe bats foraging for 
food on and adjacent to watercourses and large ponds. 
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BMN volunteers preparing for bat monitoring session at 
Minnekhada Park).  Photo: J. Saremba 

 
 During the spring and summer of 2018, the BMN Bat Team 

conducted 18 formal bat monitoring sessions to observe and 

count bats at known roosts on municipal properties, as well as to 
determine foraging activities and species identification. In total, 
twenty-six BMN members participated in one or more of these bat 
monitoring sessions, which resulted in a total of 310 person-hours 

of volunteer field work for these events. 

These monitoring sessions are summarized in the following table 
for each of the main landowners or agencies: 

 Metro Vancouver Regional Parks (MVRP) locations: Colony 

Farm Regional Park, Minnekhada Park, and Widgeon Marsh 
Regional Park Reserve – total of 13 monitoring sessions, 
average number of participants = 8, total volunteer hours = 
236. 

 City of Port Coquitlam Park location: Blakeburn Lagoons Park 
(foraging activity observed): 2 monitoring sessions, average 
number of participants = 7 , total volunteer hours = 26 

 City of Port Moody Park location: Shoreline Park Trail System 
Stream Crossings (foraging activity observed): 3 monitoring 
sessions, average number of participants = 8, total volunteer 
hours = 48  

In addition to these formal bat monitoring sessions, several 
members of the Bat Team and other volunteers conducted seven 

informal surveys to determine bat presence and species 
identification on private property. The estimated volunteer time for 
these additional surveys was 30 person-hours. 

BMN Stewardship, Education and Outreach Activities 

Members of the BMN Bat Team and other volunteers also 
conducted bat stewardship, education and outreach activities 
totaling an additional 388 person-hours of volunteer time. These 

activities included: 

 Site surveys to assess bat habitat, determine bat presence, 
and consider suitable conservation measures 

 Site visits to view bat roost structures, determine usage by 
bats, and inventory these structures. 

 Field work to install bat houses and make minor modifications 
to the BMN bat mini-condo at Colony Farm. 

 Site visits to collect bat guano for analysis via the provincial 
White-nose Syndrome detection program. 

 Support for Leah Rensel’s UBC graduate research field work in 
her study of bat roosts in Lower Mainland locations including 
Colony Farm and Minnekhada Regional Parks. 

 Participation at community events with a bat display and 
education materials. 

 Bat presentations to groups, including elementary and high 
school classes and other organizations. 

 Attendance at bat-related workshops and training courses. 

Bat House Construction and Installations 

For 2018, the construction and installation of bat houses and 
accessories continued to be a major component of our BMN bat 
program. Our Bat Team continues to benefit from the extensive 
local experience of BMN member and local bat specialist, Kiyoshi 
Takahashi, with his input in the initial design and construction of our 
bat houses. His experience has enabled the BMN Bat Team to 
build bat houses designed for our local environment. 

Several volunteers put in considerable time in addition to the 
education and outreach volunteer hours listed above to build and 
assist in the installation of bat houses for BMN.  The efforts of Gord 
Mayenburg, John and Cheryl-Ann Bonhomme, Wayne McCallum, 
and Jim Atkinson are greatly appreciated in building and/or 
installing bat houses and associated accessories. 

In 2018, bat houses built by our team of volunteers were installed in 
locations such as along the Port Moody Shoreline Trail, Coquitlam 
River Park, Blakeburn Lagoons Park, and Minnekhada Regional 
Park.  

 As well, on November 6th, representatives from BMN Education 
and Outreach Committee met with Sheri Evans to donate a custom-
made take-apart bat house for display in the Seaview Community 
School’s Nature Room. 

Community Events and Guided Field Tours 

To increase public awareness of bats as an ecologically significant 
and valuable wildlife species, select members of our Bat Team and 
other volunteers participated in community events and gave bat 
presentations.  These community events, presentations and guided 
tours included: 

 April 2018: City of Port Moody Bat Walk; Blakeburn Lagoons 
Park Opening Ceremony event 

 May 2018: Port Moody Ecological Society Fingerling Festival 
event 

 June 2018: Burnaby Rhodo and Garden Society presentation; 
BMN Monthly Meeting - Blakeburn Lagoons Park Bat Walk; 
Colony Farm Park Association AGM presentation 

  BMN volunteers and Brad Parrish (City of Coquitlam staff) ready to 
install bat houses in Coquitlam River Park). Photo: J. Saremba 
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 July 2018: City of Coquitlam Communities in Bloom event; 
Metro Vancouver/Colony Farm Park Association Stories Under 
the Stars event 

 September 2018: Riverview Treefest 2018 event; City of Port 
Moody Bird Nest Building event; guided tours of bat roost 
structures at Colony Farm Regional Park and Coquitlam River 
Park with several BCIT students; guided tours of Colony Farm 
bat roosts with two representatives from Langley Field 
Naturalists 

 October 2018: City of Coquitlam Welcome to Coquitlam event; 
Hoy Creek Welcome the Salmon Festival event; Metro 
Vancouver Surrey Bend Regional Park Flashlight Mysteries 
event 

 November 2018: Hyde Creek Salmon Festival event; Seaview 
Community School Grade 3/4 presentation 

Committee Participation 

As the BMN Bat Team Coordinator, John Saremba, also 
participates on two provincial bat committees: 

 BC Bat Friendly Communities Group – participation on 

committee as organized by Orville Dyer (BC Environment 
Forest Ecologist) and facilitated by Darlene Hartford and 
directors of BEEPs (Peachland).  

 BC Bat Education Group – participation in provincial group of 

volunteer organizations and government organizations for 
sharing of bat education resources and determining display 
panel designs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BMN Archives - Excerpts from 
Previous February Newsletters    
by Anne Holt  
Feb. 2003 
"Queen's Golden Jubilee Medal" by Victoria Otton 
      We are very pleased to announce that Al and Jude Grass have 
been awarded the Queen's Golden Jubilee medal. Commemorating 
the Queen's Golden jubilee year. 
  They were nominated through the Federation of BC Naturalists, 
and along with some other FBCN members, they received the 
award on Feb1 at VanDusen Gardens. 
        As the letter of nomination pointed out, Al and Jude share a 
lifetime of passion for birds, wild animals, and plants, and are 
recognized as having exceptional expertise. They have both spent 
decades of service promoting public understanding and 
appreciation of the natural environment.  

Feb. 2004 
"A BMN Xmas Bird Count, with one very special bird" 
  by Mike Griffin 

      A first for Larry Cowan, for BMN, for Pitt Meadows CBC, and a 
very big first for BC -  an immature Field Fare ! - Eurasian migrant 
and a member of the Thrush family. Seen and photographed by 
Larry amongst a flock of berry eating American Robins in the 
Meridian Industrial Estate in Poco, as he participated in the BMN 
led Tri-cities section of the official 32nd Pitt Meadows Christmas 
Bird Count - a component of the big International Christmas Bird 
Count. 

 

Welcome to our new members! 
     By Brian Wormald 

 

We are very pleased to welcome the following new members to 
the club over the past few months.  Please look out for them at 

the next meeting or hike and extend your own personal 
welcome. 

 
Coquitlam: Patricia WILKINSON and Robert CLAYTON 

Port Coquitlam: Janet and Frank TURNER 

                            David and Judy RICE 

Maple Ridge: Aylmer YAN and Kathy CHAN 

                       Cherie SMITH and Stephen BOND 

Burnaby: Anne SMESSTAD and Monty WALTERS 
 

CBC Photo Contest: Best People. Photo: P. Steeves 

Christmas Bird Count Photo Contest: Best Bird – Pacific Wren.  

Photo J. Lussier 

 

Looking for Hiking and Walking Leaders 

 

With our season of outings quickly approaching, we would like 

to offer a variety of trips and to do this we need more people 

willing to lead outings. Do you know an area you would like to 

share with others? We are looking for members to lead walks 

that would be about one to three hours and members to lead 

hikes that range from four hours to eight hours. If you are not 

sure what is involved with being a leader, we can help train 

you. We plan to have a group meeting to work on the 

schedule for the year sometime in March or April.  

Please contact me if you are interested in attending the 

meeting or have any questions. Ian (604. 939. 4039) 
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The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is a 
member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists). 
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.  
 
Our objectives are:  
• to promote the enjoyment of nature 
• to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of, our environment  
• to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas, 
particularly local areas  
• to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the natural 
world  
 
President: Ian McArthur, imcart@telus.net (604.939.4039)  
Vice President: Christina Saremba, 2sarembas@gmail.com 
(604.351.9643)  
Treasurer: June Lussier (604.469.1958)  
Past President: Elaine Golds, elaine.golds@gmail.com 
(604.937.3483)  
Recording Secretary: Mary Metzger, mary.metzger12@gmail.com  
Membership Secretary: Brian Wormald, brian@wormald-online.com 
(604.537.3717)  
Members-at-Large: Lori Austin (604.464.7415), Edie Kernighan 
(604.937.0958), Victoria Otton (604.937.5379), John Saremba 
(604.945.0318)  
BC Nature Director: Victoria Otton, votton@gmail.com 
(604.937.5379)  
Newsletter Editor: Linda Soer, BMNnewsletter@gmail.com  
Newsletter Design: Brigitte Breuer, bbreuer.bc@gmail.com 
(604.353.8325)  
Newsletter Layout: Ian McArthur, imcart@telus.net (604.939.4039)  
Marketing/Communications Committee Chair and Volunteer 
Corodinator: Christina Saremba, 2sarembas@gmail.com 
(604.351.9643)  
Education and Outreach Committee Chair: Lori Austin, 
l.k.austin@shaw.ca (604.464.7415)  
Conservation and Advocacy Committee Chair: Elaine Golds, 
elaine.golds@gmail.com (604.937.3483)  
Nature and Feeder Watch: Liz Thunstrom, ethunstrom@shaw.ca 
(604.939.9571)  
BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)  
“Discover Nature in the Tri-Cities” 2015, (40 pages) a children’s nature 
guide; available on our website (40 pages) and from local libraries  
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough,  
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor  
Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Regional Park and Area, DeBoville 
Slough,  
Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm and our checklist for the 
Colony Farm Park birds  
Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough  
Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System: 1994, (121 pages) is 
available on our website  
Our Backyard Wilderness: A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 
1992, (23 pages, plus appendices) available at Coquitlam Poirier 
Library  
The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its 
Future”, by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 
pages available on our website www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca 

Also from Feb. 2004 
Ed / Con Report by Elaine Golds 
       "Riverview Hospital Celebrates Its Centennial Year!" 

      One hundred Years ago in 1904, the province of BC formally 

dedicated 640 acres of land at Essondale to provide treatment 
facilities for the mentally ill and agricultural fields (Colony Farm) to 
sustain them. 
     Soon after Essondale was established, John David- son, the 
province's  first botanist, arrived from Scotland to establish an 
arboretum and botanical garden with the help of the patients. A few 
years later, Davidson moved to the newly formed UBC. Left behind 
was his legacy of the tree collection and gracious landscaping. This 
 magnificent collection of trees from around the world has now 
grown to splendid maturity and presently constitutes western 
Canada's most significant arboretum.  

Feb. 2005 
"First BMN Hike of the Year" by Mark Johnston 
Sat., March 12 

      Come join us for our first hike of the year! On this moderate 
hike we will traverse the most westerly mainland section of the 
Trans Canada Trail (as far as Eagle Lake Road above Cypress 
Falls Park) and make use of residential streets, other trails and old 
roads to turn our ramble into a loop trip. En route we will achieve a 
couple of rock bluffs with commanding views, travel a delightful 
stretch of trail through ancient forest, and enjoy prospects of 
impressive Upper Cypress Falls. 

Also from Feb. 2005  
 "Nature and Feeder Watch" by Rozanne Thomson   

         Liz Thunstrom said, on Jan. 9th, a flock of robins - (17) spent 
the day here at my home. They completed stripping the pyracantha 
shrub, actually diving into it to reach hard to get berries. They also 
fed heavily on half apples I had put out for the Varied thrushes 
during the snow and cold; they looked like giant apples themselves 
sitting in a bare maple ! 
 Feb.2006 

 "Sale of Birdsong CD a Huge Success" by Carole Edwards 

      Due in part to the work of several members of BMN at the 
beginning of this fund raising project, but mainly due to the fantastic 
efforts of Kiyoshi Takahashi in the recording and producing of the 
CD, we have realized a profit of $2,568.61 to date (still a few to 
sell). Not only have we made a profit, but also, thanks to Jude 
Grass and others who have sold outside our immediate area, our 
name is now known through - out the GVRD area ! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

This newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre, is 
ecologo, processed chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is 
manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.  
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Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership 
$33 for an Individual                              (January to December) 

$40 for a Family/Group* Membership 

Membership can be renewed: 

 Online at: www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/membership using a credit 

card or PayPal, under the tab named “Get Involved”.  

 Mail a cheque to BMN P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, 
Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4 

 Pay with cash or cheque at one of our monthly meetings 

Membership information: Members receive ten monthly newsletters 
that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. Membership also 
includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC. BMN is a 
registered non-profit society with charitable income status. 

 

Name(s):_______________________________________ 
(Family adults and same home address) 

Name(s):_______________________________________ 
(Family children under 19) 

Address:________________________________________ 

City:____________________ Postal Code: ___________ 

Telephone:______________________________________ 

E-mail:_________________________________________ 

* A Group Membership is designed for organizations  

         such as hatcheries or community groups 

 

DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter 

Saturday, March 2, 2019 

Send articles to: BMNnewsletter@gmail.com 

http://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/membership
mailto:BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

