
Silent Auction at our
Fall BC Nature Conference
By Edie Kernighan

One way of raising funds to cover conference costs is a silent 
auction, and that is what we plan for the October meeting (and this will 
replace our annual silent auction held in December). 

You are invited to contribute items or solicit 
from businesses to help make this silent 
auction a success! Think about what you would 
want to bid on. Consumables are always a 
big hit in silent auctions, so why not consider 
donating local drinks and food? Attendees will 
be from all over the province, so this is a good 
opportunity to let them know what our region 
has to offer. 

If you wish to contribute early, we are looking 
for wines, coffee, tea or other beverage or food 
items to make gift baskets. Gift certificates 
would also be great, but consider that bidders 
may not be locals. Other items, such as 
artwork, photography, etc., are also welcome. 
You can bring items to the May or June club 

meeting or call for pick up. Or just call me to talk over ideas!
If you have a connection with a business, I have a letter you can 

give to them when requesting a product, gift card or service. You can 
pick up solicitation letters for businesses at the door at May 9 BMN 
meeting or I can email the letter to you. Donations from businesses 
can be tax-receipted, and will be acknowledged at our conference 
and in our promotions, including conference displays and materials; 
posts on the BMN web site and Facebook; and in the BC Nature and 
BMN newsletters. 

Thank you for supporting this important event.  
Please call or email me at 604.937.0958 or ediek@mac.com for 
additional information or a letter.

Shoreline Trail Great Blue 
Heron Colony By Judy Taylor-Atkinson and Jim Atkinson  

Our Great Blue Heron (GBH) colony on the Port Moody Shoreline Trail 
has had a reduction in the number of active nests over the past  
3 weeks. At the beginning of April there were 18 nests in total, with birds 
actively repairing and building. Gradually, the nest numbers declined in 
the 4 trees to a current total of 11 nests with only 9 active nests. 

There was an eagle attack this week and now there may only be 
7 nests with eggs. We are keeping an eye on the GBH and report to 
Environment Canada. One of the nests, that may have been attacked, 
still has 2 adults standing nearby. If the birds follow the same pattern 
as last year, they may lay another clutch. However, this is a big 
reduction from last year. 

Great Blue Herons on Nest at Shoreline Trail - Spring 2018. Photo: J. Atkinson
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Reduce Costs!  
Go Paperless...

...by having your newsletter sent via email each month.  
You can read it on your computer, or print it out to read. 

Want to give it a try?  
Send a note to BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com

NEXT BMN MONTHLY 
MEETING - OUTDOORS!
Thurs June 13, 7:30 pm:
Blakeburn Lagoons Park

It’s far too nice to be indoors in June, so for our June meeting 
we’ll be outside walking around the year-old Blakeburn Lagoons 
Park (2900 block, Elbow Place Port Coquitlam). Meet at the main 
entrance on Elbow Place. There is street parking or park at nearby 
Blakeburn Elementary School. There is 1.6 km of flat trails with 
wildlife viewing platforms. The remediated site now has six 
ecological habitat zones, with plantings of 100,000 indigenous 
shrubs and groundcover plants, more than 1,300 indigenous trees 
and two acres of native grasses. We may stay to view the bats if 
the weather cooperates.

As you 
know, BMN 

is hosting BC 
Nature’s Fall 
Conference ~ 
“Celebrating 
the Joys of 

Nature” from 
October 3 to 5. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thurs May 9, 7:30 pm – 9 pm 
MONTHLY MEETING:  
Biomagnification and How it Affects our Cooper’s Hawks

Raptors at the top of the food chain are particularly susceptible to 
chemical pollutants, especially the so-called “legacy pollutants” like 
DDT which are banned but still present in the environment. SFU PhD 
student Kate Fremlin will present results of her research on how toxins 
like DDT move up the earthworm – robin – Cooper’s Hawk food chain. 
Learn about the basics of biomagnification from Kate and how this 
process can affect top-level predators, including us.

Sat May 11, 9 am – noon 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Invasive Plant Control Work 
Party at DeBoville Slough

Join the Friends of DeBoville Slough and the City of Coquitlam for a 
morning of good exercise while working to control the invasive plant, 
Japanese knotweed. Wear sturdy footwear, and dress for the weather 
as we go rain or shine. If it is hot and sunny don’t forget the sunscreen 
and water. The Friends of DeBoville Slough will supply tools but if you 
have a favourite pair of hand clippers or loppers, feel free to bring 
them along. As there is a waiver to sign, anyone under the age of 19 
will need a parent or guardian to sign. Meet by the kiosk on the north 
corner of Cedar Drive and Victoria Drive, Port Coquitlam. Contact David 
Mounteney for more information at 604-941-2498.

Sat May 11, 1 pm – 4 pm 
International Migratory Bird Day: Celebrate at Colony 
Farm Regional Park

Every day is Bird Day, but this day is International Migratory Bird 
Day! Learn about the importance of the park to migratory birds. Enjoy 
displays, kid’s activities, a history tour at 1 pm and introductory birding 
walks at 2:30 pm. Meet in front of the Community Gardens at the end 
of Colony Farm Rd, Coquitlam. Presented by the Colony Farm Park 
Association. Free, and you can drop by anytime. For more information, 
call 604-432- 6359.

Wed May 15, 7 pm – 8:30 pm 
Summer Evening Botany Walk – along the Coquitlam 
River south from Gates Park in PoCo.

Meet in the parking lot of Gates Park, near the tennis courts. This 
is just to the west of the intersection of Wilson and Reeve in Port 
Coquitlam. We will follow a trail along the east side of the Coquitlam 
River. Our goal is to finally figure out the difference between the two 
doppelgangers, fringecup and piggy-back plant. Washrooms available. 
Bring you plant guidebook and sketch pad. No need to register. For 
information, call Victoria at 604-937-5379. 

Wed May 29, 7 pm – 8:30 pm 
Summer Evening Botany Walk – along the Coquitlam 
River south from Ozada Tot Lot in Coquitlam

Meet in the parking lot of the Ozada Tot Lot, near the intersection 
of Gabriola Drive and Cortes Ave. Street parking is available north 
of Harwood Ave. This walk is timed to view horsetails (Equisetum), 
which grow prolifically here along the Coquitlam River. No washrooms 
available. For information, call Victoria at 604-937-5379.

Sat June 1, 9 am – 11 am 
Free Guided Walk to see the Lazuli Buntings at Colony 
Farm Park

Search for migratory birds including the spectacular Lazuli 
Buntings on a 2-hour guided birding walk. Bring binoculars if 

possible. Meet in front of the Community Gardens at the end of Colony 
Farm Rd, Coquitlam. Presented by the Colony Farm Park Association. 
For more information, call 604-520-6442. 

Sun June 9, 10 am – 2 pm 
Wild About Burnaby Lake

Want some wild fun without leaving the city? Learn how to bring 
more nature to Burnaby through stewardship displays, guided walks 
and invasive species pulls. Park at Avalon entrance and meet at Cariboo 
Dam, Burnaby. Information: www.metrovancouver.org (search ‘Wild 
About Burnaby Lake’) or burnabylakepark.ca.

Wed June 12, 7 pm – 8:30 pm 
Summer Evening Botany Walk – in Colony Farm Park in 
Coquitlam

Meet in the parking lot by the Community Gardens (at the end of 
Colony Farm Road). We’ll walk along hedgerows, identifying plants and 
shrubs as we go, and get re-acquainted with plants we knew last year. 
Washrooms available. For information, call Victoria at 604-937-5379. 

Thurs June 13, 7:30 pm:
BMN MONTHLY MEETING – Outside at Blakeburn 
Lagoons Park (2900 block, Elbow Place Port Coquitlam) 

Meet at the main entrance on Elbow Place. There is street parking 
or park at nearby Blakeburn Elementary School. There is 1.6 km of flat 
trails with wildlife viewing platforms. The remediated site now has six 
ecological habitat zones, with plantings of 100,000 indigenous shrubs 
and groundcover plants, more than 1,300 indigenous trees and two 
acres of native grasses. We may stay to view the bats if the weather 
cooperates.

Sat June 15, 9 am – noon
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: Invasive Plant Control Work 
Party at DeBoville Slough

Join the Friends of DeBoville Slough and the City of Coquitlam for a 
morning of good exercise while working to control the invasive plant, 
Japanese knotweed. Wear sturdy footwear, and dress for the weather 
as we go rain or shine. If it is hot and sunny don’t forget the sunscreen 
and water. The Friends of DeBoville Slough will supply tools but if you 
have a favourite pair of hand clippers or loppers, feel free to bring 
them along. As there is a waiver to sign, anyone under the age of 19 
will need a parent or guardian to sign. Meet by the kiosk on the north 
corner of Cedar Drive and Victoria Drive, Port Coquitlam. Contact David 
Mounteney for more information at 604-941-2498.

Wed June 26 7 pm – 8:30 pm
Woodhaven Trail, Belcarra Regional Park

Meet in the Woodhaven Swamp parking lot at 7 PM (located along 
the road to Belcarra Regional Park). This walk will not go around 
the swamp, but instead we will cross the road to follow Woodhaven 
Trail. The initial portion of this trail has some gentle ups and downs. 
It eventually leads to Sasamat Lake, but we will not get anywhere as 
far as that. Lovely second growth through here, and some open areas 
under power lines. Washroom facility (outhouse) available. THE PARK 
GATES CLOSE AT 9 PM, so we’ll end this walk sharply at 8:30 pm.  
For information, call Victoria at 604-937-5379.

Wednesday July 10 at 7:00 PM 
Ioco Townsite, Port Moody

Meet on 4th Avenue, near the old Groceteria Community Hall. There 
is a nice mix here of native plants and escapees from the old gardens 
and, at this time of year, a chance of hearing nighthawks overhead.  

No washrooms. For information, call Victoria at 604-937-5379.



BMN Hikes
Saturday, May 18 – City in the Park to the Quay Urban Walk

We’ll meet and start our trip at the Edmonds SkyTrain Station and 
walk along the BC Parkway to the New Westminster Quay. Along the 
way we will see interesting and hidden sections of South Burnaby and 
New Westminster including a formal garden, views of Lulu Island and 
southwards, the Fraser River, and other quirky urban and industrial 
sights. Once at the Quay, we have the option of exploring further into 
New Westminster or taking the short Q to Q ferry to Port Royal for a 
short walk (depends on weather and interest). Up to 11 km and little 
to no elevation gain. This includes about 7 km to the Quay and up to 4 
km exploring around. Bring your lunch or buy something at the Quay 
food court and we’ll have lunch overlooking the Fraser River. Return to 
Edmonds via SkyTrain. Please bring $4 for the ferry ($2 each way), exact 
change, in case we do that option. Please also bring fare for SkyTrain 
(compass card, credit card, etc.). Meet adjacent to the Edmonds SkyTrain 
Station (exit south from the fare gates, past the bus loop, and up the 
stairs, meeting at the grass and treed area directly over top the SkyTrain 
lines within direct sight of the station platform) at 9:30 am.  
Estimated return to Edmonds: 2:00-2:30pm. Please contact Chris  
(604. 315. 5345 [voice/text] or biz@ckwright.ca) for more information.

Saturday, June 8 –Woodland Walk and Saw Blade Falls
To celebrate the twenty-fourth anniversary of the creation of 

Pinecone Burke Provincial Park, we will do an easy to moderate hike 
along the Woodland Walk Trail. On this outing we will travel through 
a lovely mature second-growth forest and view Saw Blade Falls. You 
should be prepared to cross a few small creeks by easy boulder-
hopping, though there will be help in crossing safely. This trip will be 
advertised as a public hike and we are looking for people willing to 
help lead or assist a leader. Roundtrip distance is 11.5 km with an 
elevation gain of 300 m. Meet at the top of Harper Road (off Coast 
Meridian) at 8:00 am. Return 1:00 pm. Please contact Ian (604. 939. 
4039) for more information.

Saturday, June 15 – Eagle Ridge Wanderings
Come join us for a half day outing exploring various trails on Eagle 

Ridge. There will be various viewpoints to take in and we will be able to 
explore and enjoy some of Eagle Ridge’s forests that border the Tri-Cities. 
Appropriate footwear required as there can be muddy and wet sections. 
Roundtrip distance is 12 km with an elevation gain of 610 m. Meet at 
Noons Creek Park, at the corner of Panorama Drive and Stoneridge Lane, 
in Port Moody (park on Stoneridge Lane) at 8:00 am. Return 1:00 pm. 
Please contact Terry (604. 942. 1626) for more information.

Friday, June 21 – Solstice Cycle
As a tribute to the end of spring and to celebrate one of the longest 

days of the year, we would like to offer an evening cycle trip. Due to a 
portion of the PoCo Trail being closed until further notice, we will do an 
alternative 18 km reasonably flat route. It will be a circuit that takes in 
the Coquitlam River from David Avenue to Pitt River Road and a loop 
around Town Centre Park. If the PoCo Trail reopens, we will do the 26 
km flat route. Meet at Gates Park (west end of Wilson Avenue) in Port 
Coquitlam at 6:00 pm. Return 9:30 pm. Please contact Ian (604. 939. 
4039) for more information.

Wednesday, July 3 – Coquitlam Crunch
This evening of exercise and hiking will take in the steep uphill trek 

on the Coquitlam Crunch Trail. There will be a chance for great views 
and time will be taken to enjoy the vegetation and wildlife in the area. 
Roundtrip distance is 6 km with an elevation gain of 260 m. Meet 
at the Coquitlam Crunch parking lot (entrance is across from 1249 
Lansdowne Drive) at 6:00 pm. Return approximately 8:00 pm. Please 
contact Terry (604. 942. 1626) for more information.

Fall BC Nature  
Conference Update By Christina Saremba

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
Thank you to everyone who has already signed up to volunteer  

for the Fall Conference. We still need volunteers to help with the silent 
auction, raffle, and to provide billets.

Silent Auction - Edie Kernighan is coordinating the silent auction 
for the conference and has already started working on getting 
donations (please read Edie’s silent auction article). Volunteers are 
needed to help with picking up donations, packaging smaller items 
into wrapped baskets, setting up the auction display tables, and 
collecting money from the winning bidders.  

Raffle - We need ticket sellers for the raffle on both the Friday and 
Saturday evenings.

Billets - Three members have offered billets so far, but could use a 
few more. If you have a spare room or bed available, please consider 
providing a billet for a fellow naturalist.

Other areas where we can use more volunteers are:
Field Trip Co-Leaders - The primary role of the co-leader is to help the 

leader keep the group together and stay on the scheduled field trip 
time. You can choose which field trip(s) to co lead.

Drivers - Providing transportation for a field trip, early morning birding 
trip, or shuttle from nearby hotels.

Site Logistics - Placing and removing signage at the conference site 
and along the roadways; assisting with setting up and taking down 
club displays; helping with the audio/visual requirements; decorating 
the rooms; and, assisting with the anniversary party celebration.
If you can help out and are interested in volunteering either before  

or during the conference, please contact Christina Saremba by email  
at 2sarembas@gmail.com or by phone at 604.351.9643.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
There will be 17 different field trips, six speakers, and a party to 

celebrate BMN’s 30th and BC Nature’s 50th anniversaries. There is so 
much to look forward to at this conference – you won’t want to miss it!

Conference details and online registration will be on the BMN web 
site starting May 22nd. Registration information will also be available in 
the BC Nature summer issue which is coming to your mailbox soon.  
Be sure to register early to book your field trips as spots are limited. 
      

One of the field trips will be Cycling the Dykes Along the Alouette River lead by  
members Nick and Darlene Heath. Photo: D. Heath.
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Wednesday Evening Botany 
Walks – Summer 2019 By Victoria Otton

Join other BMN members for a series of summer evening botany 
walks. Bring your guidebook and sketch pad for a series of five gentle 
walks, all starting at 7:00 PM and lasting about 1.5 hours. These are 
not guided walks. Instead, we’ll learn how to identify trailside plants 
from our guidebooks and each other. 

The walks will go rain or shine, unless the weather is really bad. 
Check the BMN website for 
a cancellation notice before 
you head out.  All participants 
will be required to sign the 
BMN liability waiver.

No need to register – just 
show up at the appointed 
time (7 PM). See the 
announcements for the 
walk details. For more info, 
contact Victoria at votton@
sfu.ca or 604.937.5379. Any 
last minute hiccups, text 
Victoria at 778.960.5776.

BMN members on a botany walk last summer-2018. Photo: V. Otton

Bat Monitoring for May and 
June 2019 By Christina Saremba

Join the BMN bat team and learn more about the bats in our area 
during a bat monitoring outing.

The outing begins with a brief introduction about the bats. Then, when 
the sun begins to set, we count the bats as they leave their roosts and fly 
around the area. You will have the opportunity to detect and identify the 
bat species by using an ultrasound echolocation detector.

Monitoring sessions are usually about two hours in length starting 
about 30 minutes before sunset.

When Where

Fri, May 31 Colony Farm Regional Park

Fri, June 07 Minnekhada Regional Park

Sat, June 08 Widgeon Marsh Regional Reserve

Wed, June 12 Minnekhada Regional Park

Mon, June 17 Colony Farm Regional Park

Fri, June 21 Widgeon Marsh Regional Reserve

To get details about the meeting location, time, and to  
confirm your attendance, contact Christina Saremba by email at  
2sarembas@gmail.com or phone at 604.351.9643.

NOTE: Bat monitoring sessions are conducted in Metro Vancouver 
Regional Parks (MVRP). Due to MVRP requirements, PARTICIPANTS 
MUST BE BMN MEMBERS.

Calling All Gardeners
SOS: Save Our Seeds!

We are looking for donations of native plant seeds, particularly those 
that are beneficial to pollinators: hummingbirds, bees, butterflies, 
moths. The seeds will be used for two purposes:
1. as gifts to the participants of the Nature BC Fall Conference that 

BMN is hosting
2. as the start of a BMN native plant seed library, to be shared 

with BMN members in the future

Major Funding Received for 
BMN’s Bat Program By John Saremba, on behalf of 

the BMN Bat Team

Due to generosity of our BMN members and the Pacific Parklands 
Foundation (PPF), we recently obtained additional funding from the for 
our bat stewardship program.

On April 18th, our BMN bat program received just over $3,300 for 
the purchase of an Anabat Walkabout bat detector and accessories. 
This professional-grade bat detector will enhance our ability to record 
echolocation signals of bats in our area during monitoring sessions.

Joe Hargitt presents cheque to John Saremba for BMN bat detector. Photo: M. Merkens

In January 2019, the PPF set up a donation campaign for this 
equipment, which raised $2,355 (including $1,000 provided by a 
private donor) toward the purchase of this bat detector equipment. 
In discussions with Joe Hargitt (Executive Director with PPF), given 
the benefits to our bat program he kindly agreed that the PPF would 
contribute the additional amount for this bat equipment.

In 2017, the PPF had funded construction of our bat mini-condo at 
Colony Farm. And along with the donation funds for the bat detector, 
on April 18th of this year, PPF gave us an additional $2,282 in response 
for our request for bat research equipment. The funds will be used 
to purchase data loggers and a bat roost logger for monitoring 
temperatures, relative humidity, and bat activity in and around our bat 
mini-condo. As well, these funds will enable us to have a professional 
contractor inspect the structural integrity of our bat mini-condo as part 
of our annual maintenance program.

We have already purchased and installed four HOBO® data 
loggers at the Colony Farm bat mini-condo. These data loggers will 
complement similar devices at other bat roosts in our area and at other 
locations in BC. Thanks, and appreciation go out to BMN member Gord 
Mayenburg for his excellent work in assisting with this installation. 

This equipment is a key component in an important research project 
studying conditions inside artificial bat roosts. This study is critical 
in light of bat mortalities in the past couple of years at bat houses 
in our area, the Okanagan, and in the United States. Studying the 
environmental conditions in these artificial bat roosts will help bat 
biologists, volunteers, and agencies enhance the design, installation 
and maintenance of such roosts.

We greatly appreciate the continued interest in and support of our 
BMN bat program by BMN members, Pacific Parklands Foundation, 
Metro Vancouver Regional Parks, Colony Farm and Minnekhada Park 
Associations, BC Community Bat Program, SCBats, and the Provincial 

Ecosystems Unit - Penticton.PAGE 4
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Adventuring with  
Early Spring Nature Walks  
By Gay Mitchell

What does adventure mean to you?
Our family soon will embark on a trip to visit our niece and her 

daughter in Iceland, travel to England and France and spend time with 
our BMN friends Alex and Stephanie, and family in Belgium. We met 
Alex and Stephanie on a bird walk at VanDusen Gardens last year, and 
since then our daughters Pauline and Christina have become the best 
of friends.

For most of us, our journeys are much closer to home. They are to 
places we frequent, noting the changes and patterns of fauna and flora 
cycles as the seasons and weather ebb and flow.

The incentive for starting the sets of three Nature Walks throughout 
the year, was to share with others what we know and love in our own 
neighbourhoods. Last autumn we explored my neck of the woods: Hoy 
Creek and Town Centre Park.

I walked the Hoy Creek loop alone the other day delighted by the 
carpet of false lily-of-the-valley dotted with the lit candles of brilliant 
skunk cabbage. A Piliated Woodpecker’s shutter cut the quiet as I 
surveyed their recent cavities in decaying stumps. Along the creek 
I listened as the spring voices of chickadees, thrush and towhee 
punctuated the creek’s morphing water sounds as I traced its metre. 
Fresh and earthy smells rose where salmonberry bloomed and twisted 
stalk shoots rocketed. A single Ruby-crowned Kinglet flitted just above 
me in the mat of evergreen foliage.

This spring on the first of the early nature walks, Jeff Rudd 
introduced us to the Coquitlam River trails just outside his door. Starting 
from Gabriola Drive and leading us along the forest loop to Cooper 
Beach, south along the Trans Canada Trail to Salt Spring Avenue, and 
back along the Coquitlam River, he shared his invaluable insights with 
our group, detailing the natural history of the area. On this first walk 
Jeff provided an amazing video segment of chickadees building their 
nest and then highlighted the nest and activities of the same birds as 
well as Hairy Woodpeckers. In fact, all the species he hoped for, got the 
memo and showed up on queue, including the Brown Creeper spotted 
by Wendy and the elusive American Dipper in the river!

American Dipper. Photo: J. Lussier                               Brown Creeper. Photo: J. Lussier

On week two we met at Ozada Tot Lot and walked north on the trail to 
Bowen Drive. We continued along the road to Salt Spring and south to 
the trail bordering the north end of Maple Creek School. We located 
the well, which feeds Maple Creek and Jeff explained how the original 
source had been disconnected at an earlier time. Wow! What an 
intriguing footnote to our discovery of this area. We chatted with  
Laura DuPont, Port Coquitlam City Councillor, as we walked  

Maple Creek to the Grist salmon habitat restoration area. June took 
photos as Jeff pointed out the water striders and either chum or coho 
salmon fry hiding in the shadows of submerged rocks and branches. 
Looking up we noticed a butterfly, possibly a Mourning Cloak, a bee in 
the cottonwood and Indian plum in bloom.

As we looped back to the river through the adjacent subdivision, we 
were met with a lively array of birds, like Anna’s Hummingbirds and 
Red-breasted Nuthatches gathering nesting materials and whizzing 
to and from feeders. Towhees and Song Sparrows foraged the mossy 
ground, while Varied Thrushes followed us in the low bushes from yard 
to yard. We heard the flap of Rock Pigeon wings and saw the birds at a 
distance. The crow’s banter and flicker shrieks were unable to drown 
out the continuous forlorn melodies of the House Finches. Over twenty 
bird species were noted on this two-hour morning stroll.

On our third walk we began on the west side of the Coquitlam River 
and ducked under the bridge at David Avenue to the man-made pond 
– I call “Jeff’s Pond.” Kyoshi commented that this was especially good 
habitat for bats. John mentioned to me that if this had been considered 
in the planning process of building the bridge, it could have been 
improved even more.

The dense evergreen forest of the east side housed many tiny birds, 
but the din of numerous chickadees was evident. Jeff showed us a 
bat box, not locally made, which a well-meaning neighbour may have 
placed. Unfortunately, Kiyoshi thought this particular design was not 
best suited to bats here, doubting they would use it.

Over the three weeks of Nature Walks our group grew from six to 
eleven people. Many were repeat walkers from last year. Because the 
pace is very leisurely and trails are accessible, all are welcome to join 
as we teach each other, learning more about where we live. Let us 
know if you are willing to co-lead a walk in your area.

Upcoming this fall, look for nature walks in Mundy Park.

Sunday Bird Walk at Shoreline 
Trail for City of Port Moody 
Earth Day Event By Judy Atkinson

 April 14, 2019
We had a small turnout yesterday for the bird walk (5 people) but 

the weather was not co-operative and 20 minutes before the walk was 
to start, we had a rain/snow/hail event. And the temperature dropped. 
We were rained on to start and then it, gradually, let up. We went right 
to the colony (as we only had 45 minutes) and then sauntered back 
at a slower pace. We spotted Green Winged Teals, Golden Crowned 
Kinglets, Spotted Towhees and showed them a new Flicker nest above 
the beaver pound. Jim also identified many bird songs for the group; 
including a relentless, lonely Black Capped Chickadee. One of the 
children is a pretty keen birder.

Karen DeVitt did a good job organizing the events of the day  
and we all had fun!

We have left over hand outs and we’ll bring them to the May meeting.  

Welcome to new members
By Brian Wormald

We are very pleased to welcome the following new members to 
the club. Please look out for them at the next meeting or hike and 

extend your own personal welcome.
Coquitlam - Catherine Ho

Port Coquitlam - Evelyn Allmen
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Port Moody Beavers
By Judy Taylor-Atkinson and Jim Atkinson

Jim, my husband, headed out the door one morning in November 
2016, with our dog, Bella, and while walking next to our Pigeon Creek 
pathway in the Klahanie community, was surprised to find a beaver 
dam. Familiar with the features of the beaver dam, having over 8 
years experience installing flow devices through the middle of them, 
he hurried home to tell me. “No way” I said, “There aren’t any beavers 
around here”. 

That first discovery was a mixture of excitement tempered with 
a foreboding; not due to the addition of beavers but of the knee jerk 
reaction we knew would come from land managers to the news of 
beavers. To municipal engineers, beavers present a decidedly mixed 
blessing and many of them do not look beyond the beavers’ abilities 
to chew down their favorite trees or flood property (all preventable 
with wire mesh tree wrapping and the installation of water levelling 
flow devices). We knew our task would entail changing the lens that 
beavers are viewed through and encouraging a view that beavers have 
remarkable engineering skills as a keystone species. 

You see, there has been a growing appreciation in both the scientific 
community and the restoration community about the importance of 
beavers in the long-term health of riverine and riparian systems. Beavers 
create complex and dynamic stream habitats, capture surface water and 
elevate groundwater tables, filter pollution, store carbon, reverse erosion 
and their ponds bolster riparian, bird diversity, amphibian populations and 
cradle emerging native fish; acting as a nursery. 

And beaver do this all for free in a time of ever-increasing price tags 
for stream restoration.    

Brewster, the Pigeon Creek beaver. Photo: Judy Taylor-Atkinson

So began our journey with this small beaver family. We watched 
them slowly transform our stream ecosystem into a pond ecosystem 
with a growing number of waterfowl (our first brood of 12 Mallard 
ducklings), salamanders, hunting herons, bats and even fascinating 
water striders. The children residing at Klahanie were especially keen 
on the water striders. 

The beavers themselves were soon named in a community contest 
as Mr. and Ms. Brewster and, with the arrival of the two kits, Woody and 
Chip. All the while we noticed our rather similar characteristics with the 
Brewster’s; as somewhat boring, monogamous work-a-holics with kids 
that wouldn’t be quiet or leave us alone. 

The beavers didn’t seem to mind us around and went about their 
chores while we draped ourselves, along with other residents and their 
children and grandchildren, over the pedestrian railings each evening. 
We all chatted and watched them swim by with branches or mud for 
the dam and eat leafy vegetation.

There is a short video of the family posted on the BMN website now 
and be sure you have your volume turned up because, half way through 
it, you can hear the kits vocalizing.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=put80G4Oek8

Our beaver family has moved into the adjacent Suter Brook creek 
now and we, once again, are watching the beaver change the creek 
into a pond. Right now, we have a pair of Green Winged Teal and a pair 
of Mallards, so we hope to have ducklings. There are native fish fry, a 
hunting heron or two and bats circling over the pond surface. 

More to come next month …

Nature Watch By Liz Thunstrom

There were many sightings recorded at the April meeting.
Lots of Great Blue Herons, seen by Sheilagh near Burnaby City Hall, 

Barred Owls in Elaine and Bruce’s Port Moody garden and also in Central 
Park, by Anne A., Catherine saw Sandhill Cranes at Debouville Slough, 
and Lee Harding also saw two at Minnekhada Regional Park. Brant 
Geese were spotted at Boundary Bay by Chris and Evelyn, coyotes were 
reported from the Robinson Street Cemetery in central Coquitlam by 
June, and on Government Street, by Anna A. The Mandarin Duck was 
seen at Deer Lake by Judy, who also saw a number of newts in Belcarra. 
Bears were seen at Hoy Creek, behind Douglas College, by Catherine.

In other news, Carol Edwards visited the heronry in Chilliwack on 
April 4th and was surprised to learn that there were already 95 active 
nests there — with an active eagles’ nest in the middle of the colony! 
Carol had a male mallard briefly visit a hidden pond in her garden, 
where she has seen a heron before.

The Purple Martins are back in the Georgia Basin area, according to 
Bruce Cousins, head of the BC Purple Martin Stewardship and Recovery 
Program, based in Nanaimo. Reports were received from Blackie Spit, 
Maplewood Flats and Rocky Point during the week of April 15th.

Colin Classen saw a male PUMA visiting the nest boxes on the Pitt 
river, April 21, and also heard several callings.

Lee Harding had an amazing day at Minnekhada Park on April 8th.
He came upon a male Wood Duck guarding a natural nest cavity in a 
red alder tree. Lee also saw the female fly in. Later he spotted a Pacific 
Wren, a beaver and two Sandhill Cranes, as well as a Flying Squirrel 
near one of the BMN nest boxes at the Marsh trail. Photos: L. Harding
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John Saremba has seen a few bats active in the Tri-cities as well, 
this month. Blakeburn Lagoons are proving to be an astonishing mecca 
for all kinds of creatures.

The pair of Mallards are still using my garden pond and the large 
heron has also been back. We saw it catch and eat a frog (a couple of 
bullfrogs were in the pond last summer).

On Friday, April 26th, I watched a flycatcher in the alder trees at 
Como Lake. I could not tell the species as the light was against me, 
but it was actively flying up and back to its perch for some time. The 
Red-winged Blackbirds are back and very vocal in the bulrushes at the 
far end of the lake. Twice in the past week, very large V’s of migrating 
geese were seen overhead in late afternoon. It is always a thrill to see 
and hear them as they go over - the true calls of the wild, yet over a 
busy urban area. I have two Rufous Hummingbirds visiting the feeder 

for the first time, along with the 
Anna’s. The difference in size is 
always a surprise.

And lastly, 4 robin eggs were 
laid since Saturday, April 27th in 
this nest, which is in a planter on 
the deck of a Burnaby mountain 
friend. The nest is at shoulder 
height but well concealed. My 
friend had no idea it was being 
built!
Robin eggs. Photo: E.Blades

Update on BMN’s Volunteer 
Treasurer Position 
It has been six months since the Executive began looking for a 
volunteer to take over this role from our current Treasurer, June Lussier. 
Unfortunately, we have been unable to find a volunteer. Therefore, we 
will be required to hire a bookkeeper to handle some of the accounting 
tasks of the club.

Please let Ian McArthur (imcart@telus.net or 604.939.4039) 
know if you can recommend a bookkeeper in the Coquitlam 
area who is familiar with Quickbooks software and, ideally,  
has worked with non profit organizations.

In the meantime, we are now looking for a volunteer to help with some 
of the day-to-day accounting work, i.e., preparing, depositing and mailing 
cheques, handling bill payments, providing month end information to a 
bookkeeper. Our current Treasurer will provide the training! 
We would appreciate hearing from you if you would consider 
volunteering for this role or can recommend someone else. There’s no 
need to become a board member for this position, but you would be 
welcome to do so.

HELP WANTED
Thank You from the Education and Outreach Committee to the following 
donors of nature education items:

Anne Holt - field guides, nature calendars and books
June Lussier - calendar of June’s nature photos
Christina Saremba - wasp and bird nests
Linda Soer - backpack on wheels
David Schutz - digital camera
Anyone with similar items, please contact  

Lori Austin at l.k.austin@shaw.ca 
We would welcome a few donations of magnifying glasses or 

binoculars. Your donations will enhance our outreach programs.  
              Thank you!

Join PoCo Heritage Trees 
in May Day Parade

Hello nature-loving tree friends: 
PoCo Heritage Trees - a Wondrous Tree Fellowship, is a local group 

whose goal is to protect our urban forest, and to connect people to the 
incredible natural spaces within our community. 

We are pleased to invite you and your family to walk with us in 
the PoCo May Day Parade 10:30 - 1:00 pm, Saturday May 11th.  
Our May Day Parade entry this year is a celebration of the diversity that 
abounds in our natural environment and will include a magical display 
of colourful banners, a forest of walking trees, woodland creatures, 
butterflies, and forest fairies. Please come in your nature-themed 
costume. Rain or shine and bring the kids!

Photo courtesy of the Port Coquitlam Heritage Trees.

Please RSVP if you are interested in participating in the parade and 
we will send you more details.  

Nancy - on behalf of PoCo Heritage Trees - A Wondrous Tree 
Fellowship. pocoheritagetrees@gmail.com

BMN Archives - Excerpts from 
Previous May NewslettersBy Anne Holt

May 2002 Nature and Feeder Watch By Rozanne Thomson 

On May 3rd, Liz Thunstrom reported: “An injured heron was brought 
to my house late one night from the Richmond SPCA. It had a damaged 
wing, so I made it comfortable, planning to take it to the Wildlife Rescue 
Center the following morning. Imagine my surprise when I went to pick 
it up in the morning to find HER sitting on a newly laid egg! She was 
very calm and the egg was warm so it accompanied her to WRA.

The egg was about the size of a large goose egg, deep blue-green in 
colour and very shiny. It was incredible to handle an unbroken heron’s egg!

May 2004 Announcements May 26 2004 7:15
BMN Riverview Group meets at Victoria’s to develop a Vision for 

Riverview’s Future and work on a short report to present to the 
Coquitlam’s Riverview Task Force. If you are concerned about the 
future of these lands and want to help write a report, please join us.  
We anticipate our vision will include a Botanical Garden, preservation 
of natural areas, daylighting of streams, fish and wildlife enhancement  
            as well as a continuing role for mental health care services. 



The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is  
a member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists).  
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Members-at-Large: Lori Austin (604.464.7415), Edie Kernighan 
(604.937.0958), Victoria Otton (604.937.5379), John Saremba (604.945.0318)
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Education and Outreach Committee Chair:  
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Conservation and Advocacy Committee Chair:  
Elaine Golds, elaine.golds@gmail.com (604.937.3483)

Nature and Feeder Watch: 
Liz Thunstrom, ethunstrom@shaw.ca (604.939.9571)

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)
“Discover Nature in the Tri-Cities” 2015, (40 pages) a children’s nature 
guide; available on our website (40 pages) and from local libraries 
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough,
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor
Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Regional Park and Area, DeBoville Slough,
Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm and our checklist for the Colony 
Farm Park birds
Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough 
Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System: 1994, (121 pages)  
is available on our website
Our Backyard Wilderness: A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992,  
(23 pages, plus appendices) available at Coquitlam Poirier Library
The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,  
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available 
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This newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre,  
is ecologo, processed chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is  

manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.

DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter
Saturday, June 1, 2019 

Send articles to: BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

* a Group Membership is designed for organizations such as hatcheries or community groups

	 $33 for an Individual
	 $40 for a Family/Group* Membership

Membership can be renewed:
•  online at: www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/membership using a credit card or PayPal, 

under the tab named “Get Involved”.

•  mail a cheque to BMN, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4

•  pay with cash or cheque at one of our monthly meetings
Members receive ten monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities, local issues  
and events. Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.  
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status

Name(s):____________________________________________________________
(Family adults at same home address)
 
Name(s):____________________________________________________________
(Family children under 19)

Address: ____________________________________________________________

City:________________________________Postal Code: ______________________

Telephone:___________________________________________________________

E-mail:______________________________________________________________

Burke Mountain Naturalists Membership (January to December)

May 2004 BMN Hikers By Mark Johnson

Sunday, June 13 Woodland Walk
To celebrate the 9th. anniversary of the creation of Pinecone/

Burke Provincial Park, we will be doing an easy to moderate hike with 
trail main- entrance on the Woodland Walk and the Coquitlam River 
Connector Trail.

We will hike through a lovely mature second growth forest and view 
a beautiful waterfall. For maintenance, some tools will be supplied, but 
if you have loppers or hand pruners please bring them. Be prepared to 
rock hop over a couple of small creeks. 

May 2005 Nat/Feeder Watch By Rozanne Thomson 

Mark Johnston reports: Gay, Christina and I were walking south 
along the west shore of Lafarge Lake and looking at the Canada 
Geese and intermingling Mallards. Halfway along the promenade, we 
spotted among the geese two smaller, “brown” geese, which on closer 
inspection proved to be White-fronted Geese! We observed them up 
close as they waddled on the shore and then swam in the water.

I have never encountered White- fronted Geese so far inland,  
having previously viewed them on the west coast of Vancouver Island.  
Very exciting! 

May 2005 Keeping the Tri-Cities Frog Friendly By Elaine Golds

Whenever time allows, our BMN volunteers attempt to monitor local 
wetlands each spring for signs of egg masses and chorusing tree frogs.

In Port Moody, Victoria and I have enjoyed the chorus of tree frogs 
coming from the Petro Canada lands. For a few years, the frog chorus 
diminished and became almost silent as Petro Canada worked to create 
a perimeter trail, which went right through a wetland. Fortunately, staff 
at Petro Canada are now more environmentally responsible. They have 
plugged the ditch they once constructed to drain the wetland and, once 
again, the tree frog chorus appears to be growing louder each year.

May 2006 Announcements:
Thursday, May 18 (2006). Friends of Deboville Slough are holding 

their first Annual General Meeting at Pinetree Community Centre in 
Coquitlam. Please join the Friends for their inaugural AGM. David 
Mounteney, former BMN newsletter editor is doing an outstanding job 
as Vice President, Deanne Perkins has volunteered as Acting Treasurer, 
several other active BMN members also volunteer with FoDBS so it is 
great to have these cross-connections with BMN.


