
EARTH
Earth is a superb site that all Burk Mountain Naturalists should tune 

into. This site (https://earth.nullschool.net/) provides a global map 
visualization of wind, weather and ocean conditions, etc., forecast by 
supercomputers from satellite information. Many features are updated 
every three hours. It also predicts up to four days ahead. 

Features include:
• 	Wind and temperature at the surface are displayed (e.g., surface 

wind directions, and location of 
cyclones/tornadoes).

•	 Wind at specified heights are 
mapped (e.g., the jet stream at 
250 hPa level).

•	 Cloud water and precipitation are 
defined.

•	 Ocean surface temperatures and 
anomalies from daily average are 
shown (e.g., the “blobs” in the 
northeast Pacific and southwest 
Atlantic stand out).

•	 Particulates and surface gasses 
are measured and include dust of 
different sizes, carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, sulfur dioxide, etc. 
(e.g., forest fires, industrial pollution, and dust streaming from the 
Sahara can be located/identified).

And there is much more!

Some starting-steps for using this site are: 
•	 click on “earth” at the bottom left corner for options
•	 point on the world map and double-click to enlarge the map
•	 point on the world map, press the shift-key and double-click  

to make the map smaller
•	 point on the world map and click and drag your pointer  

to move the map, and 
•	 click on a map location to obtain details at that site.

This is a fantastic site that I am sure you will enjoy!

Great Blue Heron  
Colonies, Port Moody
By Judy Taylor-Atkinson and Jim Atkinson

At the beginning of the season we were concerned about 
the reduction of heron nests in the shoreline colony from  
21 to 9. On May 3, we discovered 12 nests in an upper colony 
above Ioco Road.

Following a series of Bald Eagle attacks, the herons slowly 
abandoned both colonies. By June 8 the shoreline colony 
was abandoned and by June 15, the upper colony was also 
abandoned. 

We were only able to account for 5 fledglings. We 
transported 4 fledglings to Wildlife Rescue after capturing them  
on the ground and 1 fledgling managed to fly to the Pigeon Cove  
area. We believe that bird survived. 

Through out the summer we regularly counted between 10-26 
herons flying around the inlet during low tide. We have not found 
where the Great Blue Herons have dispersed to.
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NEXT MONTHLY MEETING:  
Thursday November 14, 7:30 - 9:00pm  

King of Life Church, 1198 Falcon Drive, Coquitlam
 BMN President Ian McArthur will show photos from this year’s 
hikes, cycle trips, birding, bat monitoring, botanizing outings, 

community events and more. 

Visit our website for updates and additional information: www.bmn.bc.ca
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BMN 2019 Photos 
Needed

Ian is still seeking more photos from BMN members. If you have 
photos to contribute, please send them to Ian at imcart@telus.net. 

These photos will be used for the November presentation.

View the pictures … in colour! 
Receive your newsletter by email each month. You can read it on your computer, or print it. Want to give it a try?   

Send a note to BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thursday October 10, 7:30 pm  
BMN MONTHLY MEETING: King of Life Lutheran Church  
1198 Falcon Drive, Coquitlam, BC 

Members Night with time to share summer nature sightings and 
experiences with members and guests. As this meeting is after BMN 
hosting the BC Nature Fall 2019 General Meeting and Conference, we 
will not have a guest presenter. We will have a more relaxed meeting 
for the organizers and allow time for people to share summer nature 
sightings and experiences with members and guests. Also, a brief slide 
presentation by Ian on Pinecone Burke Provincial Park.

Thursday October 10, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm  
Autumn Nature Walk #1 with Gay and Jeff 

Join Gay Mitchell and Jeff Rudd in exploring the birds, trees and 
plants of Mundy Park’s northeast trails. Dress for the weather, bring 
water, a snack and binoculars. Meet at the parking lot off Mariner 
Way near Chilko Drive. If you plan on coming please email Gay at 
gaymitchell@art-music.ca.    

Thursday October 17, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm  
Autumn Nature Walk #2 with Gay and Jeff 

Join Gay Mitchell and Jeff Rudd in exploring the birds, trees and 
plants of Mundy Park’s southwest trails. Dress for the weather, bring 
water, a snack and binoculars. Meet at the parking lot off Mariner 
Way near Chilko Drive. If you plan on coming please email Gay at 
gaymitchell@art-music.ca.    

Saturday October 19  
BMN HIKE: Mt. Collins (Bowen Island) 

Mt. Collins is the third-highest mountain on Bowen Island. Unlike 
the much higher Mt. Gardner, Collins lacks summit views (although, 
halfway up, there are a couple of rocky outcroppings offering partial 
views). Nevertheless, the Glorious Mountains guidebook gives the 
hike a “bang for buck” rating of 3/5, saying that the trail to the top “is 
a relatively undiscovered gem for runners, hikers, and peakbaggers.” 
The book goes on to whet the appetite with this further description: 
“En route you will see mature trees dappled with sunlight, many 
arbutus clinging to sunny bluffs, and small clearings carpeted in moss. 
The noises of civilization are masked by birdsong.” What more could 
naturalist hikers want? The out-and-back route on both road and trail 
is 9.6 km with an elevation gain of 350 m. After this jaunt, should we 
find ourselves with time on our hands, we will circle beautiful Killarney 
Lake, which lies between Gardner and Collins. This will add about 6 km 
to our distance and several tens of metres to our elevation gain. We 
will begin and end the day with a short ferry ride between Horseshoe 
Bay and Snug Cove. Please contact Mark (604.552.0727) for more 
information and/or to register your interest.

Saturday, October 19, 9:00 am – 12:30 pm 
Birding at PoCo’s Blakeburn Lagoons with Larry Cowan

Explore the new Port Coquitlam birding destination, Blakeburn 
Lagoons with Larry Cowan and members of Nature Vancouver.

Since it’s official opening in April, 2018 it has become a must-bird 
location for many Vancouver birders. Its eBird list has passed the 115 
species mark and continues to grow. After birding this location, birders 
will drive to another area hotspot to conclude the morning’s outing. 
Meet at the south end of Elbow Place at 09:00.

For more information, contact Larry  
by email:  lawrencecowan@shaw.ca or phone 604-307-0931.

Note: The meeting location is at the park’s main entrance located 
on Elbow Place. Street parking is available on Elbow Place but it is 
limited. An alternative parking location is at the Blakeburn Elementary 
School, which is adjacent to the park (it’s about 200 meters to walk 
from the school to the park). The school’s parking lot can be accessed 
from Riverside Drive.

Sunday October 20, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm  
Celebrate the Return of the Salmon to Kanaka Creek 

Cheer on the salmon returning home to spawn in Kanaka Creek. 
Engage with displays, play games and chat with fisheries experts from 
the Bell-Irving Hatchery and other community organizations.

Meet at the fish fence on 240th St, north of Lougheed Hwy, Maple 
Ridge. Presented by Metro Vancouver Parks and the Kanaka Education 
and Environmental Partnership Society.

Thursday October 24, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm  
Autumn Nature Walk #3 with Gay and Jeff 

Join Gay Mitchell and Jeff Rudd in exploring the birds, trees and 
plants of Riverview Forest’s trails. Dress for the weather, bring water, 
a snack and binoculars. Meet at the parking lot off Mariner Way near 
Chilko Drive. If you plan on coming please email Gay at gaymitchell@
art-music.ca.    

Thursday November 14, 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm  
MONTHLY MEETING:  
Slide Presentation on ‘The BMN Year in Review’ 

It has been a super-active year for BMN, and this slide presentation 
will give some of the highlights of 2019. BMN President Ian McArthur 
will show photos from this year’s hikes, cycle trips, birding, bat 
monitoring, botanizing outings, community events and more. This is 
the perfect opportunity to learn about BMN if you’ve been thinking of 
joining us, or if you’ve recently joined and are not yet aware of all that 
the club does. We are winding up our 30th year in the community, and 
always welcome new members.

Please note that this slide show is a compilation of photos taken by 
BMN members, and that Ian is still seeking more photos. If you have 
photos to contribute, please send them to Ian at imcart@telus.net.

This meeting will be held at:
King of Life Lutheran Church -1198 Falcon Dr (SW corner of Falcon 

and Guildford) Coquitlam BC. There is parking in the church parking lot, 
off the Falcon Drive entrance.

Saturday January 4, 2020 
Audubon Christmas Bird Count in the TriCities 

Save the date! 
BMN has been participating in the Tri-Cities portion of the Audubon 

Christmas Bird Count (CBC) for the past 25 years, and we’ll be out 
again this year - rain, snow or shine - by foot, car and possibly by boat. 
More details to follow closer to the time.

Welcome to new members
By Brian Wormald

We are very pleased to welcome the following new members 
to the club. Please look out for them at the next meeting or hike 

and extend your own personal welcome.

	 Port Moody- ALLAN POPE

	 Port Coquitlam- OLGA KHODYREVA



Join the BC Parks 
iNaturalist Project!
By Kelly Fretwell

The BC Parks iNaturalist Project 
brings together citizen scientists 
— British Columbians, visitors, and 
anyone who enjoys BC’s provincial 
parks and protected areas — to 
document biodiversity in BC’s parks 
using iNaturalist.

iNaturalist is an online citizen 
science platform used worldwide to 
crowdsource and share biodiversity 
observations: users take photos of 
plants, animals, and other organisms 
using their phones or cameras and 
then upload those images to the free 
iNaturalist mobile app or website. 
By contributing to this project, you 
create an interactive record of your 
explorations in these beautiful 

spaces, while also generating data that can help researchers develop 
a deeper understanding of biodiversity found in our parks. 

Northern Red-legged Frog (Rana aurora) – in Sasquatch Provincial Park. Photo: J. Headley

This project is a joint initiative between BC Parks, the University of 
Victoria, Simon Fraser University, and the BC Parks Foundation.  
To find out more download the BC Parks iNaturalist Project  
How-To Guide at www.bcparksfoundation.ca/inaturalist, and stay 
tunedfor further details on this exciting citizen science initiative in next  
month’s BMN newsletter. Join the project and browse the more  
than 107,000 observations that have been made so far at  
www.inaturalist.org/projects/bc-parks. Questions or comments?  
Contact us at citizenscience@bcparksfoundation.ca.

Living, Healed Stumps
By Colin I. Godwin

Living stumps are shown in 
this article. They are a rare and 
interesting feature recently key 
noted by Bader and Leuzinger 
(2019; reiterated in the 
Vancouver Sun: July 27, 2019, 
page NP5). I first read about 
their occurrence in Wohlleben 
(2016).

Figure 1 - Decayed stump beside a living stump- Shoreline Park, Port Moody

Figure 1 --Living, healed stumps from Pine Crest Estates, Whistler area.

What’s neat about them is that the stumps heal themselves with no 
apparent energy source since the energy producing chlorophyll in 
the top of the tree has been chopped off. Wohlleben’s observation 
concerned a healed beech stump. And he concluded that “…one thing 
was clear: the surrounding beeches were pumping sugar to the stump 
to keep it alive.” This leads him to go on to say that trees are “social 
beings” and “that there are advantages to working together”. Bader 
and Leuzinger, trying to figure out how nearby trees were keeping the 
tree stumps alive, measured water flow in stumps and surrounding 
trees. They found that the tree roots and stump roots must be grafted 
together.

So why would surrounding trees spend the energy required to 
heal the stumps? A couple of things are clear. 
•	 First: healing the stump stops the spread of wood rotting fungus 

that could compromise the underlying root system(s). See Figure 1 
that there is a decayed stump at the side of the living stump.

•	  And second: grafting of the roots to the stump’s base expands 
access to water and food for the remaining, living tree. See Figure 2 
shows roots of the healed stump draped over a large root of a tree; 
that they might be grafted together was not determined.
Tree friendships, illustrated by living stumps, helps us look at 

trees as more than individuals. They interact, cooperate and grow as 
an extended family might. Thus, living stumps may hold lessons for 
mankind’s survival too.

Sources: Bader, M.K.F. and S. Leuzinger, 2019. Hydraulic Coupling 
of a Leafless Kauri Tree Remnant to Conspecific Hosts. iScience; DOI: 
10.1016/j.isci.2019.05.009.

Wohlleben, Peter, 2016. The Hidden Life of TREES. David Suzuki 
Institute, Greystone Books, Vancouver/Berkley, 272p.
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Common moonwort (Botrychium lunaria) 
in Naikoon Provincial Park.  
Photo: K. Fretwell

Figure 2 - Healed stump roots drape over a large tree root - Black Tusk Village, Whistler area. BC. 
Figure 2 - Living, healed stumps from Black Tusk Village, Whistler area, BC
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Goat Ridge Peak  
Sat, Sep 7, 2019 By Mark Johnston

Several people expressed interest in this hike but, when it came 
time to “pay up,” only two of us followed through. Some may have 
been worried about the weather. If they were going to shell out a few 
tens of dollars for the Grouse Mountain Skyride, they wanted to make 
sure they would be able to see something. And truth be told, even 
those of us who were still in the game came to wonder whether we 
would. When we left Coquitlam, the clouds were high and there were a 
few streaks of light in the sky. But as we travelled the Barnet Highway 
and could look toward the North Shore mountains, we saw that the 
clouds were lower and that we might be hiking in fog.

When we arrived at the Grouse Mountain parking area, the clouds 
seemed especially low. Wondering what lay ahead, we shouldered our 
packs, bought our gondola tickets, and soon were on our way up the 
mountain. But as we rose ever higher, to our unexpected delight, we 
cleared a band of low cloud and found ourselves in bright sunshine! 
One moment we had views of Vancouver sprawling out in every 
direction; the next moment we were looking out over a sea of cloud 
that completely obscured the built environment. Above us there was 
still a fair bit of high cloud, but we could see distant peaks clearly, 
their summits and slopes well defined.

From the top of the Skyride, we followed the grizzly bear footprints, 
painted on asphalt, north past various Grouse Mountain attractions, 
including the grizzly bear pen itself. Reaching the end of the asphalt, 
we continued north, first, on the gravel service road that runs along 
the west side of the mountain and then on the well-worn footpath that 
provides access to the backcountry. At a junction we chose Alpine 
Trail over Ridge Trail as the most expeditious way to reach Goat Ridge. 

Alpine Trail is up and down, 
mostly up and quite rocky, 
with many protruding roots. 
But by taking Alpine Trail, 
we avoided having to climb 
over two peaks, Dam and 
Little Goat. Instead we skirted 
them on their eastern flanks. 
Carefully, we made slow and 
steady progress, our eyes 
and ears attentive to any 
bird life. We saw a junco and 
heard both the grouse’s “low, 
muffled, booming notes” and 
the Red-breasted Nuthatch’s 
nasal ank ank.

At one point we stepped off the trail to where there are a couple 
of makeshift plank benches. From here we had a good view of our 
destination, Goat Ridge Peak. In fact, we could see all of Goat Ridge 
from Goat Mountain on our left to Goat Ridge Peak on our right. My 
plan was to bypass Goat Mountain summit (saving the peak for our 
return) and head directly for the ridge. But as our eyes swept from one 
high point to the other, we noticed another, intermediate, prominence. 
I knew it was possible to bypass Goat Mountain summit but couldn’t 
remember whether that route would take us around this other 
prominence as well.  

After passing the farthest of three junctions with Ridge Trail, we 
walked the narrow “land bridge” toward Goat Mountain. On our left 
the ground sloped steeply toward Crown Creek; on our right it sloped 
equally steeply toward Kennedy Lake and its outflow. Continuing on, 
we noted the side route to Crown Mountain, walked past small tarns, 
and came to a helicopter pad and North Shore Rescue storage 

tower. Sitting down on the pad, we drank some water, had something 
to eat, and took in the view to the east of Cathedral, Burwell, and 
Coliseum mountains.

After our break we finished walking the land bridge and began to 
climb ever more steeply up Goat Mountain. On one stretch we needed 
our hands and sometimes used sets of chains. As we climbed, we 
kept an eye out for the bypass trail. We came upon an inconspicuous 
side path, but could find no marker indicating that this was our route. 
We continued straight ahead and before we knew it had ascended 
Goat Mountain to its very top! Maybe it was fortuitous that we climbed 
Goat Mountain earlier rather than later, because we were able to have 
the peak to ourselves for quite a while. Two parties of two vacated 
the peak when we got there, and only when we were ready to leave 
did the next party arrive. Our views from the top were panoramic. 
We had middle ground views of Echo, Cathedral, Coliseum, Needles, 
and Seymour summits, and more distant views of Sunshine Coast, 
Garibaldi, Pinecone Burke, and Golden Ears peaks. But perhaps we 
were thrilled most with the so-close-you-could-touch-them prospect 
of Crown Peak and the Camel.

Goat Mountain summit: Crown Peak and the Camel, left of centre; Crown N1, right-of-centre. 
Photo: Sigrid Felland

We descended Goat Mountain by the still very steep, but somewhat 
easier east side and then traversed Goat Ridge toward Goat Ridge 
Peak. Although I had walked at least some of it previously, I hadn’t 
remembered the ridge being as up and down. We rose first to the top 
of the prominence that had been the subject of my earlier speculation, 
and then dropped down, down, down, losing elevation that I was 
only too aware we would have to regain on the way back. After our 
steep and at times precipitous descent, we finally levelled out at a 
particularly scenic part of the ridge. There are two sizable tarns here, 
but we only viewed them from a distance. We rose over a height of 
land and dropped into another meadow and then we repeated the 
cycle once more. In this last meadow, just before the final approach to 
Goat Ridge Peak, we came across a black bear eating berries, maybe 
ten to fifteen metres off the trail. Judging by the size of its head, which 
it lifted up for a better look at us, it was a fairly large bear, and we 
could see enough of it to tell that it had a very shiny jet-black coat. My 
companion spoke softly to it in her first tongue, Norwegian, and we 
walked past it without incident! When, a moment later, we met two 
hikers who had just left the peak area and were on their way back, we 
warned them to proceed with caution.

We ended up climbing Goat Ridge Peak’s farther subpeak first, 
which arguably has the better views. Being at the end of the ridge, 
the subpeak allows views down into Lynn Creek and across to Norvan 
Valley. When we arrived at the subpeak, we shared the large granite 
slab with another party of two. But then that party left and, as had 
been the case on Goat Mountain, we had the summit to ourselves for 
the balance of the time. Well, almost to ourselves. As we ate our lunch, 
there were two ravens standing on the ground nearby, apparently 

hoping for handouts. One of the ravens appeared slightly smaller 

Taken on approach to Goat Mountain; looking toward 
Crown Peak and the Camel. Photo: Sigrid Felland
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in size and had a few white spots or splotches on its back and wings. 
While we ate our lunch, the clouds darkened above us and we felt a 
few drops of rain. But before we knew it, the sun reappeared and was 
with us the rest of the day.

After lunch we bushwhacked up to the main peak, which is not 
nearly as open as the subpeak’s summit. We busied ourselves taking a 
couple of photos and only belatedly noticed the black bear again, quite 
close, just below us. We decided to give it a wide berth, so retreated 
back down the way we had come up, and followed the trail back 
around the peak and to the meadow.

Although now on the way back, as previously noted we were hardly 
through with climbing. We climbed up and over the Goat Mountain 
“shoulder,” in many ways as steep as Goat Mountain itself, and even 
though, this time, we did make use of the bypass trail, we still had to 
negotiate Alpine Trail’s many ups and downs.

(Left) On the way back along Goat Ridge, with the prominence looming ahead. (Right): On the way 
back, closer to the beginning of the climb up the prominence. Photos: Sigrid Felland

Toward the south end of the land bridge, we paused to study the 
sign that gives an overview of Lynn Headwaters Regional Park’s trail 
system. We noticed a chipmunk near a directional post opposite, 
the post supported by a caged pile of rocks. Like the ravens we had 
encountered earlier, the chipmunk seemed to be angling for a handout. 
Although we were inclined to give it a nut or two, before we could, it 
disappeared, apparently into the caged rocks.

While I am sorry more people didn’t join us on this outing, I realize 
now that this hike is not really one for the uninitiated, as it has a fair bit 
of cumulative elevation gain and a number of scrambly bits. 

But for those with 
some experience, it is an 
outstanding trip, with lots 
of variation and almost 
continuous spectacular views. 
Definitely recommended.

Port Moody Bear Aware
By Judy Taylor-Atkinson and Jim Atkinson

On August 2, 2019, a habituated mother bear was euthanized in Port 
Moody by Conservation Officer Service, leaving behind three orphaned 
bear cubs. The cubs were transported to Critter Care Wildlife Society, 
located in Langley, BC, where they will be cared for in rehabilitation 
until they are old enough to be released back into the wild.

The death of the sow bear, and subsequent fate of the cubs, sparked 
extensive media coverage and a strong reaction from residents in our 
community. One of the outcomes was the immediate organization of 
the Port Moody, Tri Cities Bear Aware group and the growth has now 
reached 660 residents with more people joining each day. 

The city of Port Moody is in the process of an application to the 
province for Bear Smart Status, a provincial designation designed to 
help educate residents about co-existence with bears, mitigations 
to reduce attractants with the objective of decreasing the number of 
interactions with bears and, hopefully, the habituation of bears in our 
neighbourhoods.

The Port Moody Bear Aware group is helping with education, 
outreach, fruit tree gleaning, raising funds and transporting food for 
Critter Care, connecting with WildSafe BC, North Shore Black Bear 
Society and Bear Smart Whistler. On Tuesday, September 17, our 
delegation presented to Mayor and Council. We asked for an increase 
in By Law infraction fines and the addition of one Auxiliary Bylaw 
officer to monitor for infractions until the bears go into hibernation.  
The council supported both these requests. 

Nature Watch 
by Liz Thunstrom

From the September meeting, wide ranging nature sightings were 
as follows:
•	 Mammals included a grizzly bear in the alpine meadows at Whistler, 

by Steve C
•	 a long-eared bat, seen from under Maureen G.’s umbrella, Coquitlam
•	 big- horn sheep near Kelowna, by June
•	 a muskrat family at Blakeburn lagoons, by Christina.

Lots of birds were seen as migrations begin: 
•	 a black-throated grey warbler in Poco by Susan L.
•	 western tanagers and black-headed towhees in Lori Austin’s 

backyard Garry oak tree
•	 a northern water-thrush and a brown creeper at Colony Farm by 

Vancouver Avian Research station watchers
•	 Downy Wood-peckers, dowitchers and a Mandarin duck at Burnaby 

Lake by June, who also saw a Pileated Woodpecker on the PoCo trail
•	 a ‘barred owl eating lunch on the ground’ at Newcastle Island, by 

Darlene & Nick Heath.
As noted in last month’s column, the Sarembas had a great view  

of a bittern, feeding on dragonflies, at Colony Farm.
The juncos are back! It is always a joy to hear them twittering as 

they hop about the garden picking up tiny seeds they can only spot. 
Usually they breed and spend the summer at higher altitudes but the 
past few years many have nested in this area.

The full moon in October is called by the Cree people the “Moon 
of Falling Leaves”, nature’s beginning to autumn and winter.  As the 
leaves come down, we can spy many deserted bird nests and are 
awed, on close scrutiny, by the variety and skill of their construction. 

Our lunch spot atop the subpeak and Goat Ridge Peak summit. Photos: Sigrid Felland

One of the small tarns  
that dot Goat Ridge.  
Photo: Sigrid Felland



The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is  
a member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists).  
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are: 
•   to promote the enjoyment of nature 
•   to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,  our environment 
•   to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas, 
     particularly local areas 
•   to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the natural world

President: Ian McArthur, imcart@telus.net (604.939.4039) 
Vice President: Christina Saremba, 2sarembas@gmail.com (604.351.9643)
Treasurer: June Lussier (604.469.1958)
Past President: Elaine Golds, elaine.golds@gmail.com (604.937.3483)
Recording Secretary: Mary Metzger, mary.metzger12@gmail.com

Members-at-Large: Lori Austin (604.464.7415), Edie Kernighan 
(604.937.0958), Victoria Otton (604.937.5379), John Saremba (604.945.0318)

Membership Secretary:  
Brian Wormald, brian@wormald-online.com (604.537.3717)

BC Nature Director: 
Victoria Otton, votton@gmail.com (604.937.5379)

Newsletter Editor: 
Linda Soer, BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

Newsletter Design: 
Brigitte Breuer, bbreuer.bc@gmail.com (604.353.8325)

Marketing/Communications Committee Chair and 
Volunteer Corodinator: 
Christina Saremba, 2sarembas@gmail.com (604.351.9643)

Education and Outreach Committee Chair:  
Lori Austin, l.k.austin@shaw.ca (604.464.7415)

Conservation and Advocacy Committee Chair:  
Elaine Golds, elaine.golds@gmail.com (604.937.3483)

Nature and Feeder Watch: 
Liz Thunstrom, ethunstrom@shaw.ca (604.939.9571)

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)
“Discover Nature in the Tri-Cities” 2015, (40 pages) a children’s nature 
guide; available on our website (40 pages) and from local libraries 
Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough,
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor
Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Regional Park and Area, DeBoville Slough,
Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm and our checklist for the Colony 
Farm Park birds
Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough 
Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System: 1994, (121 pages)  
is available on our website
Our Backyard Wilderness: A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992,  
(23 pages, plus appendices) available at Coquitlam Poirier Library
The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,  
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available 
on our website www.bmn.bc.ca
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This newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre,  
is ecologo, processed chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is  

manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.

DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter
Saturday, November 2, 2019 

Send articles to: BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

* a Group Membership is designed for organizations such as hatcheries or community groups

	 $33 for an Individual
	 $40 for a Family/Group* Membership

Membership can be renewed:
•  online at: www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/membership using a credit card or PayPal, 

under the tab named “Get Involved”.

•  mail a cheque to BMN, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4

•  pay with cash or cheque at one of our monthly meetings
Members receive ten monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities, local issues  
and events. Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.  
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status

Name(s):____________________________________________________________
(Family adults at same home address)
 
Name(s):____________________________________________________________
(Family children under 19)

Address: ____________________________________________________________

City:________________________________Postal Code: ______________________

Telephone:___________________________________________________________
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Even with clever hands, humans would be hard pressed to build such 
marvels. Some of the strangest are the fragile, untidy collections  
of sticks which serve as nests for herons. It is hard to imagine they  
can hold eggs and several youngsters safely, when you can see  
through them! 

Large Vees of Canada 
geese are already 
winging overhead, 
filling the sky with their 
honking calls, helping to 
keep the groups of birds 
together at night or in 
bad weather. They are 
true calls of the wild.

Many interesting 
and colourful fungi are 
sprouting now that 
rains have arrived. 
Todd Williams saw 
some awesome ones 
in Coquitlam River park 
last week. Can anyone 
identify them?

Editor Note:
I was checking with Elizabeth on a reference and received an 

additional note for this column.
<Linda> … ‘mandarin duck’ is mentioned as being seen by June. 

I was looking it up to see what it looked like but am not finding 
it. Does it really exist?

<Elizabeth> Yes there is a Mandarin Duck, Aix galericulata. They 
are Asian relatives of the Wood Ducks and originally were brought to 
Canada but many have escaped and there is a small feral population, 
often seen with other ducks in local ponds and lakes. They are very 
colourful and really stand out in a flock of birds. People often wonder 
just what they are and they generate many questions. Thanks for 
picking this up. I have mentioned them in the column before but not 
for awhile. There are a number of bird species like this that have 
escaped from fanciers and breed here. It is usually not a problem and 
sometimes they may even interbreed with mallards or other ducks.

Colourful fungi not yet identified. Photo: Todd Williams


