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BURKE MOUNTAIN NATURALISTS

NEXT MEETING
To be determined at end of Covid-19 crisis. Virtual meetings (via Zoom) will start in
September.

Special Summer Issue

We don’t normally publish a BMN newsletter over the summer, but nothing is normal these
days. Here is a special July e-newsletter that we hope you will enjoy and that makes you
feel more connected to your club while our activities remain suspended.

Do YOU have nature sightings, articles, photos, etc. to share with other members? If so,
send them along and we will publish them in an e-newsletter in August. Please email your

items to BMNnewsletter@gmail.com by August 15t,

In the meantime, don’t forget to follow BMN on Facebook and Twitter where you'll find lots
of interesting items, invitations to webinars and breaking news!
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Woodland Skipper. Photo: Judy Gallagher

BIMBY! (Butterflies in My Backyard)

If you're fortunate enough to have access to a garden, or if you garden on a balcony, you'll
want to read this. Learn about Lori Austin's tips on which plants are best for attracting
insect pollinators.
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Vegetation growth at Blakeburn Lagoons Park. Photo: John Saremba

Vegetation Management for Blakeburn Lagoons Park

Do you love Blakeburn Lagoons, but find that birds and other wildlife are difficult to see
through the thick screen of vegetation? The native shrubs planted about three years ago
around the lagoons have flourished, and now need some careful management. Read

https://mailchi.mp/14cS5de1bb58d/bmn-newsletter-july-2020?e=68d4fbce60

7/8/2024, 5:06 PM


https://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/vegetation-management-discussions-for-blakeburn-lagoons-park/
https://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/vegetation-management-discussions-for-blakeburn-lagoons-park/
https://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/vegetation-management-discussions-for-blakeburn-lagoons-park/
https://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/vegetation-management-discussions-for-blakeburn-lagoons-park/
javascript:;

BMN Newsletter - July, 2020

4 of 9

Lori in her Coquitlam pollinator garden. Photo: Vic Austin

Lori Austin Receives Coquitlam's 2020 Environmental
Achievement Award

Lori Austin receives recognition from the City of Coquitlam for her energy and enthusiasm
for environmental causes. Read more.
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Four juvenile Great Blue Herons almost ready to fledge from a nest in the Shoreline Park colony.

Photo: John Saremba

Education/Conservation Committee Report

Current members of this committee are Jim Atkinson, Lori Austin, Elaine Golds, Edie
Kernighan, Susan Lundahl, Christina Saremba, John Saremba, Judy Taylor-Atkinson, and
Liz Thunstrom. New members are always welcome! View Lori Austin's summary of

the June committee meeting.
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Black-capped Chickadee on sunflower. Photo: Hilary Maguire

If you have seeds to spare, consider sharing them with other BMN members.

Attention Gardeners: An Invitation to Join a Seed Circle

BMN’s own seed sharing circle is what Lori Austin is proposing here. The seeds would be
from native and non-native garden plants that provide food or nectar for birds and
pollinators. Does this sound appealing to you? Here's how to join the circle!
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Trail maintenance volunteers. Photo: lan McArthur

Call for Volunteers to do Trail Maintenance in Pinecone
Burke Provincial Park

The Pinecone Burke Stewards (PBS), under the guidance of BC Parks, have been doing
trail maintenance on Burke Mountain and in the Widgeon area for the last few years. If you
are interested in volunteering, you will need to learn about the guidelines and sign an
agreement before you will be able to do trail maintenance without BC Parks present. In
return for signing the agreement, we will have liability insurance if someone is injured while
working. There is no membership fee.

If this interests you or for more information, please contact lan by phone at 604.939.4039
or email at imcart@telus.net
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Mallard with ducklings eating bread. Photo: Tyler Brenot, Creative Commons

Animals at Risk in the Urban Environment

We've all heard that “a fed bear is a dead bear”, but other wildlife can also suffer the
consequences of being fed. Liz Thunstrom is the founder of the Wildlife Rehabilitators
Network of BC and is our regular ‘Nature Watch’ columnist. Liz has a timely reminder of
the problems.

Regional Parks Programs. Photo: Metro Vancouver
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DACK

Metro Vancouver has resumed offering interpretative nature programs for the public in
Regional Parks, with modifications to allow for physical distancing and other measures. All
activities are outdoors. Information on online registration and details of the activities can be
found here. Once you have registered, you will receive additional safety guidelines specific
to your program.

There is a fee for most of these activities.
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