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NEXT MEETING: Thursday, September 17, 7:30 – 8:30 pm

BMN’s First-Ever Online Presentation!!

Guest Speaker on ‘Changes in our Local Climate − Past , Present and Future’

We will kick-off our autumn season with guest speaker Dr. David Clements, Biology

Professor at Trinity Western University. David will take us on a journey through time,

exploring the past, present and future of our local climate. The past will be examined

through his research on bogs and other habitats in the Metro Vancouver area.

Perspectives on the present are revealed by looking at how trees like the red cedars

in Burnaby’s Central Park are becoming victims of climate change and what we can

do to make forests more resilient. And viewing into the future will explore how

Regional Parks can preserve biodiversity and provide vital ecological services while

adapting to climate change.

David is an engaging speaker who writes a regular column called “Green Beat” for

the Langley Advance Times newspaper. The Burnaby Now recently published an

article describing his Central Park project on climate change resilience, and his

September 17th presentation will include highlights of that study’s findings.  

New to Zoom? Watch your inbox for detailed instructions on how to access Zoom

presentations on your home computer. We will email these out well before
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September 17th. You will also receive a reminder email closer to the date with

instructions for joining the Zoom webinar.

Welcome to the August 2020 special digital issue of the BMN Newsletter. You’ll

find that it has lots of informative articles and some helpful nature tips from our

members.

Your regular newsletter will return in September. As always, please consider

sharing your nature sightings, articles, photos, etc. with other BMN members.

Email your items to BMNnewsletter@gmail.com by Saturday September 5th.

In the meantime, stay in touch with our local green community by following

BMN on Facebook and Twitter.

 Photo credit: Nancy Furness

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

BMN Newsletter - August, 2020 file:///F:/BMN/Newsletters%202020/BMN%20Newsletter%20-%20Aug...

2 of 10 7/8/2024, 7:46 PM

https://www.facebook.com/BurkeMountainNaturalists/
https://www.facebook.com/BurkeMountainNaturalists/
https://twitter.com/BurkeMtnNats
https://twitter.com/BurkeMtnNats
http://eepurl.com/hajtzv
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=21c65e07a74574424d4c3e864&id=8db74abfdd
http://eepurl.com/hajtzv
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=21c65e07a74574424d4c3e864&id=8db74abfdd
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;


The Value of a Tree

You may have heard of the efforts to save the Deodar Cedar next to the PoCo Bowl. This
tree has indirectly been in the headlines since May. Read the story behind this large tree
as told by BMN member Nancy Furness. Nancy is a volunteer with the group PoCo

Heritage Trees who are hosting a farewell to this and nearby trees on Monday August 10th

from 7 - 8 pm (see details in  the Upcoming Events section below).  Learn more about the
value of trees.

Four juvenile Great Blue Herons almost ready to fledge from a nest in the Shoreline Park colony. Photo

credit: John Saremba

Port Moody Great Blue Heron Colony: An Update on the

2020 Nesting Season

The herons nesting in the cottonwoods at the head of Burrard Inlet in Port Moody provide
high drama. As heron-watchers, Jim Atkinson and Judy Taylor-Atkinson are on tenterhooks
all season. This year was another roller-coaster for them and the herons. Read about the
happy ending.
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A Female Wool Carder Bee at Her Nest Entrance. Photo credit: Lori Austin

Meet the Wool Carder Bee

Naturalists don’t have to venture far from home to make interesting discoveries. Read
about Lori Austin’s finding on a back window. 
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 Yellow-faced Bumble Bee. Photo credit: John Kehoe, Creative Commons

Become Bee-sotted!

Bumble bee identification for absolute beginners. Find out how easy it is by reading these
tips from Victoria Otton.
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Christina and John Saremba. Photo credit: Marg Cuthbert

Christina and John Saremba Receive BC Nature's Club

Service Award

Another month, another award for volunteer work of BMN members. Had BC Nature been
able to hold its AGM last May, John and Christina Saremba would have been announced
as the 2020 recipients of this award. Instead, they learned of the award via an email, but
reported feeling happy and honoured even without the ceremony. Here’s a summary of
what appeared in their nomination papers.
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An Overview of BMN's Membership

Do you have any idea of the demographics of BMN members? Our Membership Secretary
Brian Wormald has crunched some numbers for you to take a look at.

Western Swallowtail Butterfly. Photo credit: Catherine Ho

Summer Nature Notes
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Liz Thunstrom has compiled some of the past month’s nature sightings from members and
from her own garden. Here, she also provides some valuable tips on keeping hummingbird
feeders clean.

There are two job postings for local environmental groups. 

Environmental Educator (Interpreter) for Mossom
Creek Hatchery & Education Centre
The Burrard Inlet Marine Enhancement Society is posting a part-time Environmental
Educator position for the 2020-2021 school year. View details here.

On Site Team Coordinator, Minnekhada Park
Association
Would you like to be an integral part of a project that helps protect unique animal species
in a beautiful natural environment? The Minnekhada Park Association (MPA) is looking for
an individual to assist with their conservation efforts, mainly with helping to coordinate
construction of an innovative "bat condo" within the Minnekhada Regional Park property.
View details here.
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Monday, August 10, 7 - 8 pm
Say “Farewell to a Tree”
PoCo Heritage Trees is hosting a send-off to a Deodar Cedar. Read about the event in the
TriCity News. Meet in the parking lot on the east side of 2263 McAllister Ave, Port
Coquitlam. Please RSVP with number in your party to pocoheritagetrees@gmail.com.
Face masks and social distancing are mandatory.

Thursday, August 13, 1 - 2 pm
Beginner-friendly Birding Workshop
Calling all fledgling birders! Join WildBird Trust for a FREE interactive Zoom webinar to
learn about birds commonly found here the west coast! Tune in for a beginner-friendly
workshop led by young birder Caroline Biel. The webinar will give an introduction to the
common birds around the Vancouver area, and will include a fun trivia session to sharpen
your identification skills. You need to register for this event.

Thursday, September 17, 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Virtual Monthly Meeting
BMN’s first virtual guest presentation will be by Dr. David Clements, Professor of Biology at
Trinity Western University. The topic will be ‘Changes in our Local Climate − Past , Present
and Future’.

September - date and time to be announced
Riverview Horticultural Centre Society AGM
The Riverview Horticultural Centre Society (RHCS) is a non-profit organization established
in 1992 by a handful of enthusiastic TriCity residents concerned for the preservation of the
Riverview Lands. The group plans to hold its AGM in mid-September and they are looking
for volunteers who support the preservation of the Riverview Lands to serve as directors.
They are also hoping for more people to sign up as RHCS members for only $5 per year. 
Please contact RHCS secretary Linda Asgeirsson (linda103@telus.net) or call the RHCS
phone number 604-290-9910 for further information.
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