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Membership Renewal — time to renew your BMN Membership for 2021.

Update on
Como Lake Park

By Lori Austin

For the past year, Liz Thunstrom and | have been collecting bird
count data on Como Lake Park, with a particular focus on water birds.
It has been an interesting year with mixed results.

To give some background on the Como Lake bird populations,
I referred to Christmas Bird Count data back to 1998. Counts averaged
between 500 to 600 and as high as 1000 birds up to 2009. After 2009,
bird counts dropped to below 300 birds. In 2020, our highest count in
any month was 162 in early December. Our most recent CBC count this
past Jan. 2nd, 2021, was 122. What changed, you might ask?

We strongly suspect it was the change in fishing regulations in
2008. These has previously limited fishing to children and seniors but
changed to allow all ages. Children and seniors did not fish year-round
but now people do, even in winter weather and especially when the
lake has just been restocked in spring and fall. Some abide by the
2 trout limit; some do not. Conservation officers make occasional visits
and their presence makes a difference.

Our last count of 1,000 birds was in 2009. Since that time, our bird
populations have dramatically declined and the shorelines have been
extensively impacted by fishing activities. Fishing debris is often seen
in the water, on the shore and caught up in the trees. The riparian areas
are damaged by people breaking off branches so they can cast their
long lines. Birds often can only feed in a few safe areas away from
where people are fishing. On the days when no one is fishing (very
rare), there are more birds on the water.

The BMN bird list brochure data from 2011 also reveals some
changes. Birds that were once common but have now disappeared
include the American Coot, Rock Pigeon and Brewer’s Blackbird. Birds
that are seen more commonly now than in 2011 include Pied-billed
Grebes and Hooded Mergansers.

Nesting habits have changed. American Coots and Pied-billed Grebes
previously nested in the wetland. This year, we only noticed Red-
winged Blackbirds, Mallards and Canada Geese nesting.

There are two groups of Mallards at the lake. There are the residents
that paddle eagerly to greet visitors who might feed them. Then there
are the wild Mallards that arrive in the fall and are easily scared up into
the air if people or dogs approach them. Canada Geese are regulars
too, but are not as welcomed due to their sometimes aggressive
behaviour and habits of leaving deposits all over the lawns. City
staff relocate geese from the park in the summer when the birds are

Varied Thrush eyeing mountain ash berries at Como Lake Park. Photo: Lori Austin

flightless (and the geese return as soon as they can fly!)

In 2020, the month with the greatest diversity of species (18)
was March. The month with the largest number of total birds sighted
(205) was January. All our bird counts can be found on ebird.org
under Lori Austin.

Now for some good news:

We have been able to improve the northern wetland habitat through
the efforts of hard-working BMN volunteers helping out at two
successful weed pulls. The areas we cleared of Himalayan blackberry
were replanted with native trees and shrubs by the city of Coquitlam
and are filling in nicely. There is more work to do in this area. Let me
know if you would like to help out.

Liz and | had the great pleasure of working with a group of BCIT/SFU
students from the Master of Science, Ecological Restoration program.
We had applied to BCIT to offer Como Lake Park as a site to examine
the issue of decreasing bird populations. The students focused mainly
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on invasive plant species and developed a restoration plan. This plan
will later be shared with BMN and the City of Coquitlam and could
provide some ideas for future collaborative work.

Coquitlam’s Urban Forestry and Park Services Manager, Erin Gorby,
met with Liz and me last November to review the issues regarding
the wetland habitat. One area to be addressed is better signage
regarding the wetlands, fishing and the feeding of wildlife. An update
of educational signage will be added to the city’s work plan for 2021.
There may be consideration given to extending the wetland zone by
moving the line of buoys currently marking it. This would provide
a larger space for birds to rest, feed and breed. We may also gain
permission to work on invasive plant removal independently of the city.
For now, we will have to wait until Covid-19 restrictions are relaxed. But
stay tuned - when the time is right, we will battle the weeds again!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Available Online until Jan 31st
Photomotion: Photography, Music and Storytelling

Photomotion is a festival of 3-4 minute juried slideshows of photos
set to music by members of the Pacific Digital Photography Club.
Nature is a prominent theme. Unable to hold their festival in the Inlet
Theatre this year, the PDPC has made the slideshows available through
their website: https://pdpc.ca/photomotion-2020/ Well worth watching!

Thursday Jan 14th 7:30 - 8:30 pm
January Club Meeting via Zoom: “Wrap-Up of the Audubon
Christmas Bird Count” presented by John Reynolds

This meeting will be a slide presentation summarizing the local
portion of the Audubon Christmas Bird Count (held on Jan 2nd, 2021).
We’ll hear the highlights of the Count — what birds were seen and how
many of them. There’s friendly competition between teams of birders,
and the wrap-up evening is always fun. Back by popular demand is
presenter John Reynolds. Also, at this meeting will be the judging and
awarding of prizes for the photography con-test that accompanies the
Bird Count.

Thursday Feb 11th 7:30 - 8:30 pm
February Club Meeting via Zoom: “Bumble Bees of BC
- Big, Bumbly and Beleaguered” presented by Syd Cannings

Who doesn’t want to know more about bumble bees? Especially
when you can learn from Syd Cannings! Syd describes himself as a
“biologist, naturalist, bug- and bird lover, and inhabitant of the Yukon’s
boreal woodlands”. He is also an author and co-author with his twin
brother Richard Cannings of several respected books on BC nature.

Syd will tell us about the life history of our local big and bumbly bees,
and describe which species are ‘beleaguered’ and the probable causes
of their decline.

Participate in The Great
Backyard Bird Count,
February 12th to 15th

By Victoria Otton

Not only have birds kept us entertained during this world-wide
pandemic, they have also made us feel happier and less stressed.
Here’s a way to help bird populations in return: it’s a Citizen Science
type bird count that we can do either from the safety of our homes or
our favourite birding location.

The Great Backyard Bird Count is a 4-day annual event that provides
a snapshot of where birds are around the world. It is taking place Feb
12-15, 2021. Last year there were 6,942 species recorded and 268,674
checklists submitted.

To participate, simply count birds for at least 15 minutes on one or
more days of the count and enter your sightings at BirdCount.org. The
information gathered by tens of thousands of volunteers helps track
changes in bird populations on a massive scale. Birds Canada is a
partner in the Great Backyard Bird Count, along with the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology and the Audubon Society.

Instructions for counting and recording are here
(hitps://www.birdcount.org/tools/counting-instructions/) and here is a
link to last year’s results https://www.birdcount.org/learn/annual-results/

Book Review - Braiding
Sweetgrass by Robin Wall
Kimmerer s wiusn

In a time of pandemics, political uncertainty and ever-present
environmental concerns, Braiding Sweetgrass offers quiet inspiration
and hope. Robin Wall Kimmerer is a botanist and a member of
the Citizen Potawatomi Nation (eastern USA). She tells a series of
personal stories infused with traditional knowledge and her scientific

understandings. One
chapter is about
her research on the
science behind the
traditional method
of harvesting
sweetgrass.

Central to the book

is her exploration
of our human

BRAIDING
SWEETGRASS

IHDIGEHOUS WISDOM, SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE,
AND THE TEACHINGS OF PLANTS

relationships with
plants. Such a
contrast is outlined
between the
indigenous view of
living with nature and
that of Europeans
who “conquered”
nature during
colonization. When
harvesting, Kimmerer
says a prayer, then
takes some, but never
all. Nature is seen

as a gift for which
we are grateful. She believes that the land can be healed as well as
ourselves through a mutual relationship.

“For all of us, becoming indigenous to a place means living as if your
children’s future mattered, to take care of the land as if our lives, both
material and spiritual, depended on it.”

She writes both scientifically and poetically, weaving a story
throughout that invites us to observe, to learn and to live a senses rich,
harmonious existence. | savoured this book from beginning to end.

Highly recommended!

ROBIN WALL KIMMERER

Goodreads online book cover.
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Pipeline Politics Continue at
Colony Farm — Our Priceless
Park By Elaine Golds

Some members of BMN have been aghast since last month when
we received the news that Trans Mountain still intends to use Colony
Farm Regional Park (CFRP) as their chosen work site where they intend
to assemble a portion of the pipeline destined to carry oil from Alberta
to a port on Burrard Inlet. This news hit us like the proverbial ton of
bricks; since then, we have been very busy. We organized a number
investigative excursions to CFRP in order to become more familiar with
the area that Trans Mountain intends to usurp for up to 2 years, and
have scanned the internet for reports and related documents.

What we know right now is that Trans Mountain intends to use an
11.4 acre site located in a currently “unused” (at least by people)
portion of CFRP, i.e., the field that lies on your right hand side once
you turn off the Lougheed Highway and proceed down Colony Farm
Road towards the community gardens. And, of course, there is no part
of CFRP which is “unused”. All of it is in-tensely used by wildlife. The
seemingly open fields at CFRP provide vital areas for hawks, owls and
other raptor species to hunt. These are now relatively rare bird species
which we would never observe at CFRP if the park did not provide them
with the conditions they require for their survival. This field and its
bordering areas also contain a number of ephemeral
(i.e., seasonal) and permanent wetlands that provide vital breeding
areas for native frogs. Several species of small insectivorous mammals
such as voles, moles and shrews inhabit the fields at CFRP. The
presence of these small mammals contributes hugely to soil fertility.
The extensive tunnel networks they dig aerate the soil and help drain
water in the rainy season. These animals bring in bedding which also
im-proves soil fertility. Their feces also contribute to soil fertility over
time. These small mammals in turn provide food not only for hawks and
owls, but also for over-wintering great blue herons.

This is the type of habitat that is often referred to by ill informed
people as “shrub” or “scrub” habitat, which makes it sound almost
worthless when, in fact, it supports dozens of significant species. This
habitat is more correctly called “Old Field” habitat. Very little Old Field
habitat is protected in the lower mainland, and Colony Farm contains
the largest area of this significant habitat. The bats at Colony Farm
need large areas to forage for insects every evening. | suspect the Old
Field habitat of Colony Farm, with its wetland complexes, is significant
and very attractive to the bats that John and Christina Saremba and
other members of the BMN Bat Team are doing such a wonderful job of
monitoring and protecting.

We feel it is essential for Trans Mountain to carry out surveys to
determine which species are sustained by this 0ld Field habitat. We
would like all the existing wetland areas to be accurately mapped
and a determination made of species which reside in them. The soils
here have the potential to be degraded by heavy machinery use. Soil
compaction could destroy their habitat values. We would like the extent
of soil compaction to be monitored and measured over the duration of
the project, and remediation undertaken to repair the damage done, if
that is even possible.

We need to do all that we can to limit the potential for damage; the
area of Trans Mountain’s use should be kept as small as possible. When
it rains these fields will turn muddy and we expect Trans Mountain will
want to spread gravel to keep their machinery moving. This will destroy
the agricultural capability of the soil and must not be allowed.

Our recent visits indicate there is a spot where great blue

herons like to roost in the few remaining trees. Clearly, we would like

to see on-site noise kept to a minimum and, most definitely, no trees to
be removed. This work will necessarily be noisy and is in an area where
the Lazuli Buntings arrive every spring in increasing numbers. We don’t
know when Trans Mountain’s work begins but | already have concerns it
could happen during the nesting season and will disturb the buntings.

Another thing that concerns me is the location where the drilling
is proposed to take place. The mouth of the Coquitlam River is an
area where sturgeon is known to gather and where eulachon spawn
every year. What happens if the drilling occurs at a sensitive time in a
sensitive location for these species?

We do know that Metro Vancouver has negotiated with Trans
Mountain to receive about $1.4 million in compensation. What will this
paltry sum be used for? Repairing the damage from the construction
work? We want to know the details regarding what these funds will
support.

| also worry that public access to Colony Farm may be interrupted at
times due to ongoing pipeline work.

Please phone me (Elaine) if you would like more information:
604-937-3483.

Action Needed
for the Pipeline Project
at Colony Farm

By Lori Austin, Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton, and John Saremba

“Kinder-Morgan is proposing to use Colony Farm
Regional Park as a construction site to assemble the
portion of their Trans Mountain pipeline which will go
under the Fraser River. The pipeline would be assembled,
welded together and tested for leaks before being “pulled”
under the Fraser River. They will require a very long
construction area in addition to access roads for trucks
and workspace.” 7aken from a BN Rally Handout, Sept 21, 2014

In the December BMN newsletter, Elaine Golds alerted us to the
project’s return on the Colony Farm fields. After the public outcry
back in 2014, Kinder Morgan agreed to use the CP rail spur adjacent
to the park for pipe assembly. However, recent technical changes to
the pipeline used for directional drilling under water crossings
(i.e., thicker walls are required, so the pipes are not as flexible) has
led Trans Mountain to renew their demands, this time for temporary
(2-year) use of 11.4 acres of the field to the north of Forensic
Psychiatric Hospital along the park’s western boundary Perimeter
Trail. At this point, very little information beyond these basic facts is
available.

BMN has been working closely with the Colony Farm Park
Association (CFPA) to gather information and we hope to learn more
during a zoom meeting with Neal Carley (General Manager, Metro
Vancouver Parks) and other MV staff on January 12th. Prior to that
meeting, we will submit a list of questions to Mr. Carley. Our list of
questions and concerns is getting longer every day.

Below is what we know as of this newsletter’s deadline on Jan 2nd.

With no proper maps available to us, we took the GPS coordinates
of the Trans Mountain survey stakes that appeared in the field
between December 15th and December 19th. We assume that they
mark the general area of the access route and where the pipeline will

—‘ be assembled. There are also stakes marking a 10 m setback
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from each location labelled TP-1 - TP-9 on the stakes and with our

GPS shown on the map.
Locations of survey stakes that appeared in mid-December. Photo: Colony Farm Park Association

Legend f
£ Colony Farm Community Garden

M Farensic Psychiatric Hospital

Those familiar with the park will recognize this area immediately
as part of what is known as ‘the Lazuli bunting field’. This field
is the only reliable location in the lower mainland to observe and
photograph Lazuli buntings.

9:39 PM Mon Dec 7
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Data in iNaturalist indicate that the fields north of the Forensic Centre at Colony Farm are
the most common location of Lazuli buntings, as marked by the blue tags on the iNat map.
Photo: iNaturalist App.

The male buntings are little blue dazzlers. In fact, the species gets
its name because the males’ plumage resembles the colour of the
gemstone lapis lazuli. The CFPA and BMN have co-hosted public
bunting walks in these field every spring since 2007, and most years,
these walks have attracted more than 100 people hoping to catch a
glimpse of these special birds.

PAGm

Singing male Lazuli bunting at Colony Farm. Photo: P Steeves

This and nearby fields are confirmed locations of one of Colony
Farm’s little known secrets: an en-dangered land snail called the
Oregon Forestsnail. The sightings do not appear on iNaturalist or
public maps because this is an endangered species in Canada (Red-
Listed, meaning it has the highest protection), and deemed to be
vulnerable to poaching by the provincial conservation data centre. If
you find one of these, it’s still good to document it on iNaturalist; your
observation just won’t be made public.

An Oregon Forestsnail at Colony Farm. Photo: J. Reynolds

What can YOU do to help at this point?

1. Sign and share the online petition on Change.org started by CFPA
Chair Jane Thomsing. In the first two weeks of going online more
than 8,300 people have added their signatures.

Petition link: http://chng.it/nxJ8p9kv2k

2. Watch and share the excellent 3-minute video that Jane and the
CFPA have produced (with Nerv Productions and the PIPE UP
Network).

https://www.dropbox.com/s/wuecasptvw8sr6i/
StopthePipelineConstructionatColonyFarms NERV 2020

V2.mp4?di=0

3. Write letters of concern regarding this occupation of Colony Farm
Regional Park for a temporary staging area. Personal letters still
have a big influence on decision makers.

Write Letters to the Editors of The Tricity News and the Vancouver

Sun. And write to express your views to:


https://www.dropbox.com/s/wuecasptvw8sr6i/StopthePipelineConstructionatColonyFarms_NERV_2020_V2.mp4?dl=0

Metro Vancouver Board Chair,
Councillor Sav Dhaliwal, City of Burnaby

4949 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC V5G 1M2
Telephone: 604-420-8188
Email: sav.dhaliwal@burnaby.ca

Metro Vancouver Regional Parks Chair,
Mayor John McEwen, Village of Anmore

2697 Sunnyside Road, Anmore, BC V3H 5G9
Telephone: 604-469-9877
Email: john.mcewen@anmore.com

Coquitlam-Port Coquitlam MP Ron McKinnon

3278 Westwood St #101, Port Coquitlam, BC V3C 3L8
Telephone: 604-927-1080

Email: Ron.McKinnon@parl.gc.ca

If you receive a reply to your letter, please forward it to
BurkeMtnNats@gmail.com.

4. We might lose access to the bunting field at any time. Before
that happens, let’s plaster it with iNaturalist sightings! The iNat
map shown previously for bunting sightings is powerful way to
document the field’s regional importance for one species, but what
else uses this field? If you’re unfamiliar with the iNat app, watch
the presentation on iNaturalist by John Reynolds to the Burke
Mountain Naturalists last November: hitps://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xeYWV9uemG4&t=261s. John Saremba has noted that
great blue herons are gathering in the large English oak tree.
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Four great blue herons in a large English oak tree adjacent to the Perimeter Trail at
Colony Farm (Dec. 24, 2020). Photo: J. Saremba

Reporting wildlife and vegetation observations helps build a stronger
case and rationale for environmental protection of this area.

5. Most importantly, get down to the park. Spend time in those fields
and watch what emerges as the weather get warmer. We need
eyes and ears on the ground, not for just what makes these fields
their home, but also to bear witness to the preliminary activities of
Trans Mountain staff and their consultants.

6. Join the BMN Education/Conservation Committee and get involved!
This is going to be BIG!! Pipelines! Parks! And First Nations! What
a combination for attracting protest. Help us draw attention to the
value of the diverse habitats in this area and wide range of wildlife
species it supports.

Bat Matters 2020
Conference - Creating
Bat-friendly Communities

Article by Danielle Dagenais, Regional Coordinator, BC Community Bat Program

g
t Thatterss

Reprinted with permission from the Canadian Wildlife Health
Cooperative (CWHC) Bat Monthly e-newsletter, December 2020.

The second Bat Matters Conference, virtually centered in
Richmond, BC, was a huge success. The theme this year was Creating
Bat-friendly Communities. The conference was conceived in as a
way to celebrate the City of Richmond becoming BC’s third certified
bat-friendly community, raise awareness of the program, and provide
guidance and tools to help other communities become more bat-
friendly. It also provided an avenue to inform local partners about
bats and bat work being conducted in the region.

The Bat Matters conference was originally planned as a 2-day
event to be held in May 2020; however, COVID-19 restrictions on
indoor events resulted in moving to an online platform. This change
had a positive side by allowing more people to attend the event. The
planning committee reached out to groups including bat biologists,
government staff, bat enthusiasts, local environmental organizations,
community groups, and residents living with bats to sign on to
the conference and learn from one another. In the end this small
conference grew to 137 registrants and 17 guests!

The virtual conference was held September 28th to October 9th. It
included 10 prerecorded presentations (8-20 minutes in length), with
featured daily presentations, and two moderated 90-minute online
discussions on October 2nd and October 9th to review and discuss
the material presented during the week.

The presentations were delivered by specialists in the field of bat
research, conservation, and stewardship in BC. All presenters were

available to answer participant questions. PDFs of the
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeYWV9uemG4&t=261s. 

presentations are available
on the BC Community Bat
Program web site.

The first week focused on
bat-friendly communities and
bat conservation. It provided
a forum for local government
staff and land managers from
around the region to learn
about the program, share
information about bats, and
identify work being done in
the province to support bats,
and discuss solutions that
can address some of the
challenges that bats face
by developing bat-friendly
communities.

The second week focused on providing tools and information for
becoming bat-friendly, and focussed on topics that receive many

inquiries through the BC Community Bat Program. Presentations
discussed included living with bats, health risks associated with bats,
bat boxes, and where to locate bat data.

The Bat Matters 2020 conference was hosted by South Coast Bat
Conservation Society, BC Community Bat Program, Metro Vancouver
Regional Parks, and Burke Mountain Naturalists Society. It was
modelled on the first Bat Matters conference, hosted by Peachland
BEEPS (the Bat Education and Ecological Protection Society in
Peachland, BC) following their designation as a Bat-friendly Community
in 2019. Both Bat Matters conferences were very successful we hope
to continue holding conferences approximately every two years to
share current bat research and highlight local stewardship efforts.

For more information, contact Mandy Kellner, Provincial Coordinator,
BC Community Bat Program info@bcbats.ca.

Editor’s Note: BMN received a grant of $525 from the BC Naturalists’
Foundation in support of funding for the conference. BMN members,
John and Christina Saremba, were part of the conference planning
committee.

Financial Snapshot
FOR THEYEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2020

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION EXPENSES

General Expenses $ 863.00
ASSETS [banners, sandwich board, Zoom licence]
VanCity Chequing Account $ 16,551.21 BC Nature Dues $ 2,528.00
VanCity Share Account $ 84.89 Liability Insurance $ 53878
Total $ 16,636.10 PO Box $ 18165
BC Registry & Wilderness Com-mittee Membership $ 55.00
ALLOCATED FUNDS Hall Rental $  970.00
Bat Conservation Fund $ 3,245.47 Donations to Other Organiza-tions $ 1,508.80
Education and Outreach Fund $ 95411 [$1000 to Critter Care & ¥z of proceeds of 50/50
Anne Holt Special Fund $ 1,000.00 to Myles La-mont for Sandhill Crane teleme-try]
Total $ 5,199.58 Website Maintenance $ 100.00
Honorariums $ 50.00
NET $ 11,436.52 PayPal Fees $ 51.81
— Newsletter Printing & Postage $ 58559
Brochures $ 21893
BMN business cards & bookmarks;
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES %MN bird checklist for Colony Farm]
Bookkeeper $ 878.00
REVENUE Bat Conservation Expenses $ 1,026.71
General Income $ 75947 W
[Dec2019 book sale, bake sale & refreshment kitty] —
Donations . $ 2,281.75 NET INCOME $ 2,793.53
Membership Fees $ 5,552.00 e —
Bank Interest $ 14.94
VanCity Share Interest $ 2.60
Bat Conservation Income $ 2,420.00
BC Nature Fall Conference $ 1,319.04
$ 12,349.80
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Nature Watch

By Liz Thunstrom

Happy New year, everyone, and good nature watching.

In November, Ellen Ayer and Diane Kizlk-MacDonald were able
1o get excellent photos of dippers feeding in Noon’s Creek. Diane
was walking home on the path to the hatchery when she noticed a
commotion in a small creek near salmon. She did not know what kind
of bird it was at the time but was able to get it named from her photos!

American Dipper successfully collecting salmon eggs at Noons Creek November 23 & 24, 2020.

Photo: E. Ayer

Dippers, Cinclus mexicanus, are classed as aquatic songbirds,
known for their ability to walk and feed underwater, using long,
strong legs and feet to forage in fast flowing streams for insects
and even small fish fry and salmon eggs! The name comes from
their habit of bobbing up and down on rocks and stream sides.
Other adaptations are very dense plumage, specialized oil glands
and a conspicuous inner eyelid (nictitating membrane) on the eye,
which may flash white as they blink. Because of their all over dark
grey colouring and fast movements, they are very challenging to
see and to photograph. | was not aware that they would feed on
salmon eggs. Thanks to both of you for sending these in!

Lots of otter activity at the beginning of December at Colony Farm,
spotted by Maureen Gourlay and June Lussier while on a walk.
3 : - # 72 T N I (!

Otter at Colony Farm. Photo: J. Lussier

Como Lake has had fewer human visitors in the wet weather but some
interesting avian ones. There are several pairs of Hooded Mergansers and
Buffleheads, Common Mergansers, two Pied-billed Grebes and between
one and four cormorants, often seen on a log drying their wings. The
Canada Geese are moving in and out, not remaining through winter as they
used to.

January 2nd, | had a House Finch on the feeder, the first one | have seen
here for a number of years.

There is considerable concern about approximately 11 acres of land
on the western side of Colony Farm that is to be used for building the
sections of the Trans Mountain pipeline to go under the Fraser River.
There had been no prior consultation about this with any of the local
environmental groups before it was approved by Metro Vancouver.
Colony Farm Park Association and a number of BMN members, including
John and Christina Saremba, Lori Austin, Elaine Golds, Victoria Otten and
Jim Atkinson and Judy Taylor-Atkinson are working hard to prepare for a
meeting with Metro Vancouver staff this month to express their concern
about the considerable environmental damage and disruption that will
be caused by this work to an area that is important habitat for a range
of wildlife
lvg; »

Left: Common Yellowthroat (Male). Photo: P. Steeves
Right: Lazuli Bunting (Male). Photo: P. Steeves

John Saremba took part in a walk conducted on Saturday, December
29, 2020 along the Colony Farm Perimeter trail and the Colony Farm Road
trail. Observations during this walk began at the Mundy Creek (Colony
Farm) parking lot adjacent to CP Railway crossing just off Lougheed
Highway. While this document does not in any way constitute a baseline
inventory or formal field reconnaissance of the habitat and species in



this section of the park, it does provide an indication of the typical
vegetation communities in this part of the park. As well, it provides an
overview of the drainage along portions of the trail. During the walk,
some wildlife species, particularly birds, were observed in this area
with photographs taken where possible. Sixteen bird species were seen
that day.

These field notes attempt to record representative habitats observed
from the trail particularly along the portion from the parking lot to the
southwestern corner of the park. As well, GPS coordinates of various
views and features were recorded during this walk.

Please remember to keep all bird feeders filled and clean. There are
some quite large flocks of Pine Siskins around this year in the Tri-Cities
and a few have been admitted to Wildlife Rescue Association (WRA)
with infections. If you see any birds that appear lethargic or ill, contact
WRA at 604-526-7275.

We are interested in receiving any wildlife sightings or questions for
the monthly newsletter.

Send your nature sightings to Liz at: ethunstrom@shaw.ca

An immature
Bald Eagle
high a top a
hemlock on a
very wet day,
and now he’s
drying his
bedraggled
feathers.

Photo:
S. Lundahl

DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter

Saturday, January 30, 2021
Send articles to: bmnnewsletter@gmail.com

This newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre,
is ecologo, processed chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is
manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.

Burke Mountain Naturalists
Member Ship ( JANUARY TO DECEMBER )

(1 %33 for an Individual (1 %40 for a Family Membership
MEMBERSHIP CAN BE RENEWED:

e Online at: www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/membership
using Interac®, a credit card or PayPal®, under the tab named “Get Involved”.

e Mail a cheque to BMN, P.0. Box 52540, R.P.0. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4

If you are contemplating switching to ‘electronic’ payment, we urge you to use ‘eTransfer’ in
preference to PayPal. It’s easier AND saves your club money. There are NO charges incurred for
you OR the club for these bank transfers.

Members receive ten monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities, local issues and events.
Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status.
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The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is
a member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists).
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are:

¢ to promote the enjoyment of nature

e to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of, our environment

¢ to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas,
particularly local areas

e to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the natural world

President: Victoria Otton, svotton@gmail.com (604.937.5379)

Vice President: Brian Wormald, brian@wormald-online.com (604.537.3717)
Treasurer: Edie Kernighan, ekernighan@gmail.com (604.937.0958)

Past President: lan McArthur, imcart@telus.net (604.939.4039)
Recording Secretary: Vacant

Members-at-Large: Elaine Golds (604.937.3483),

Kathy Leko (604.839.2776), Mary Metzger (604.916.6765),
Cleone Todgham (778.223.2357), Darlene Heath (604.939.7222)

Membership Secretary: Brian Wormald, brian@wormald-online.com
(604.537.3717)

BC Nature Club Representative:
Victoria Otton, svotton@gmail.com (604.937.5379)

Marketing/Communications Committee Chair and
Volunteer Coordinator:
Christina Saremba, 2sarembas@gmail.com (604.351.9643)

Education and Conservation Committee:
Lori Austin, l.k.austin@shaw.ca

Nature and Feeder Watch:
Liz Thunstrom, ethunstrom@shaw.ca (604.939.9571)

Newsletter Editor:
Linda Soer, BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer, bbreuer.bc@gmail.com (604.353.8325)

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)
“Discover Nature in the Tri-Cities” 2015, (40 pages) a children’s nature
guide; available on our website (40 pages) and from local libraries

Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough,
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor

Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Regional Park and Area, DeBoville Slough,
Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm and our checklist for the Colony
Farm Park birds

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough

Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System: 1994, (121 pages)
is available on our website

Our Backyard Wilderness: A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992,
(23 pages, plus appendices) available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available
on our website www.bmn.bc.ca

Name(s):

(Family adults at same home address)

Name(s):

(Family children under 19)

Address:

City: Postal Code:

E-mail:
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