
Nature Canada Creates 
Nature HomeSchool
By Christina Saremba

The evidence has made it abundantly clear — spending time in 
nature is good for us, from the mental and physical health benefits, to 
improved children and youths’ development and learning.

Nature Canada’s NatureHood program is founded on society’s 
growing disconnect from nature, and understanding the numerous 
complex barriers to accessing nature. The goal of the NatureHood 
program is to connect urban residents, particularly young people and 
their families, to nearby nature.

They have created Nature HomeSchool to compile a library of diverse 
resources to help educators, caregivers, guardians, community leaders, 
and learners learn and connect to nature!

Visit the Nature Canada web site to sign up. https://naturecanada.ca/
enjoy-nature/your-naturehood/nature-homeschool/ 

January 2nd, 2021  
Local Audubon Christmas 
Bird Count  By Victoria Otton 

There was some debate over which was worse, the heavy rain or 
the gusting winds on the day of the annual Bird Count. Happily, all the 
participants agreed that despite the rough weather, they all enjoyed 
being out counting the local birds. 
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BMN is often asked why we count birds in winter. Doesn’t it make 
more sense to count them during the temperate months when there 
are more species around and it’s more pleasant to be out counting?  
I recently heard a good answer to this question: while it’s true that bird 
diversity is lower in the winter, the birds are more visible at this time, 
and so, more easily counted. Think of the large raft of over-wintering 
Surf Scoters off Stanley Park. More locally, species like dippers and 
Golden-crowned Sparrows tend to congregate here in winter, and then 
disperse during the breeding season.  

BMN has been participating in the Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
since about 1995. We share a count circle with the Alouette Field 
Naturalists – they cover the area to the east of the Pitt River, and we do 
the western side. There are more than 2000 of these one-day Counts 
held all over North and South America during the 10 days on either side 
of Christmas Day, and about 460 Counts in Canada. Since the Counts 
began more than 120 years ago, the Audubon Society and Bird Studies 
Canada has been compiling the data and making it freely available to 
researchers, decision-makers and the general public. All the data are 
gathered by volunteers like us. 

Covid-19 made our Count this year a bit different. It was not 
officially organized by BMN, but rather, some team leaders from last 
year contacted a few fellow-observers and conducted portions of the 
regular Count under their own auspices. So there were fewer observers 
in the field (62, as opposed to 105 last year) and some routes were only 
partially covered.

All this is a prelude to explaining the low count numbers this year. 
Poor weather and low observer effort resulted in what one TriCity News 
headline screamed, “The Worst Year Ever for Bird Counters”.  
Yes, numbers were indeed the lowest we ever recorded, but when 
Audubon/Bird Studies Canada compiles all the data, they will correct 

Membership Renewal – time to renew your BMN Membership for 2021
NEWSLETTER CONTINUES WITH RENEWAL

Photo: Nature Canada. (January 28, 2021) http://www.naturecanada.ca

https://naturecanada.ca/enjoy-nature/your-naturehood/nature-homeschool/ 
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it (using mathematical formulae) for the amount of effort expended. 
Analysis of the Christmas Bird Count dataset is all about trends in 
species and numbers over the past 120 years; the occasional year 
where low numbers were observed (due to weather or pandemics) 
does not have any effect on the overall long-term trends.

So how bad was it? 
We spotted 64 bird species, which is down from our average of 83 

species. Figure 1 shows our yearly numbers from 1998-2020. (BMN’s 
first Counts had few observers covering a smaller area, so are not 
included here). There is surprisingly little variation from year to year 
from 1998 – 2019, but this year’s tally of 64 species is well below of 
the usual amount of variability.

 

Figure 1. Our yearly species tally. The 1998-2019 average is 83 birds, shown by the flat line. 

The number of individual birds counted this year was 6,796 birds, 
which is considerably lower than our historic 1998- 2019 average of 
10,508 birds. Colin Clasen and his team of one other observer made 
a major contribution to this year’s tally by counting 510 European 
Starlings on their Colony Farm West route. 

And the most common species seen? It’s always a tight race 
between Canada Geese and crows, and this year the crows “won”. 
We counted 1,139 crows and 959 Canada Geese. On past counts, 
Mallard Ducks have come in third, but this year, starlings placed third 
(625 of these counted). YAY Colin!!

Of the 13 small teams that ventured out on Count Day, the team 
that covers the DeBoville Slough area always snags the highest 
number of species. This year, they got 47 species and 2,156 individual 
birds. The DeBoville team also had the highest number of unique 
sightings (i.e., species not seen by other teams): Cooper’s Hawk, 
Northern Shovelers, a Peregrine Falcon and Mute Swans. (OK, those 
two swans are almost pets at the Pitt River Boat Club, but they still 
count). Another good unique sighting was two Sandhill Cranes over-
wintering in the marsh area of Minnekhada Park. 

This year, our count of Anna’s Hummingbird numbers plummeted 
(55 birds, down from our high last year of 125), and we attribute this 
to the poor weather. Over the last decade, this species has become 
firmly established as a winter resident. 

Tied in the “Best Bird” photo category – Bushtit … Photo: J. Bonhomme

The photography contest that accompanied the Count garnered some 
surprise entries. Most observers were reluctant to risk their cameras in 
the rain, but a few brave souls did. At the January wrap-up meeting via 
zoom, the “Best Bird” award was a tie between Susan Lundahl’s dipper 
and Jolene Bonhomme’s Bushtit photos. A special category this year 
was “Best Photo on the Theme of Wet” and Lena Ware’s photo of her 
team wading along a trail along the Upper Coquitlam won from a field 
of strong contenders. “Best Fake” went to Paul Steeves’ contribution 
of a Jaws-themed Bufflehead photo. And “Best Other” could only go 
to John Saremba of the Colony Farm East team for his photo of a dead 
mole. Actually John submitted a series of photos, from all angles. 
Perhaps the poor thing had drowned.

To see all the winning photos and the complete bird checklist, go to:

https://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2021/02/CBC2020-results.pdf

American Dipper. Photo: S. Lundahl

https://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CBC2020-results.pdf


MON FEBRUARY 8,  7 - 8 PM

Mossom Creek Hatchery host virtual talk  
‘Cougars in Our Backyard – Coexisting with  
North America’s Biggest Cat’.

Join BCIT wildlife expert, Tom Saare, for a fascinating talk about 
the Lower Mainland’s most intriguing wild cat, the cougar. Cougar 
sightings and camera captures appear to be on the rise in urban 
areas, but how much do we really know about these big cats?  
Tom Saare will describe cougar biology and behaviours and  
discuss the current thinking around how cougars live and adapt  
to their surroundings.

Free but registration required.  
Register HERE: https://tinyurl.com/y7dgqstd

THURS FEBRUARY 11, 7:30 – 8:30 PM

February Club Meeting via Zoom:  
‘Bumble Bees of BC – Big, Bumbly and Beleaguered’ 
presented by Syd Cannings

Who wants to know more about bumble bees? Especially  
when you can learn from Syd Cannings! Syd describes himself as 
a “biologist, naturalist, bug- and bird-lover, and inhabitant of the 
Yukon’s boreal woodlands”. He is also an author and co-author  
with his twin brother Richard Cannings of several respected books 
on BC nature.

Syd will tell us about the life history of our local big and bumbly 
bees, and describe which species are ‘beleaguered’ and the 
probable causes of their decline.

MON FEBRUARY 15, 7 - 8 PM

Mossom Creek Hatchery host virtual talk  
‘The Fear Factor’ by Dr. Rob Butler

The mere presence of predators has a profound effect on how 
animals behave and how entire ecosystems function. Once  
you hear this story, you will begin to see the natural world in an 
entirely new way. 

Join Dr. Rob Butler in this lively talk about all types of predators.

Free but registration required.  
Register here:  https://tinyurl.com/y2ek4nv6

WED FEBRUARY 17, 7 – 8:30 PM

Port Moody Hatchery’s AGM and Guest Speaker Dr. 
Brett van Poorten on ‘Hatcheries and Fish Stocking’

The Port Moody Ecological Society (PMES) is holding their annual 
general meeting via Zoom. Following the meeting is a presentation 
by Dr. Brett van Poorten who studies recreational fisheries science 
and management at SFU. His talk will highlight the risks and 
benefits of the rearing and stocking fish practices to enhance 
fisheries.

 Free, but registration is required.  
For more info, check the PMES website www.noonscreek.org.

WED FEBRUARY 24, 7 – 8 PM
BMN Show and Share Zoom Session

This will be our inaugural Zoom presentation by members 
to share a topic they are interested in and would like to share 
with other members. These will be less formal than our monthly 
meetings and will give more time to share thoughts on the subject. 
If you have an idea for a presentation or would like to present 
yourself, please contact Ian (imcart@telus.net).

“Living on the Coquitlam River” will be our first presentation 
by Jeff Rudd. Jeff will share some photos and have an open 
discussion on what it is like to spend time along this local river. The 
presentation will start at 7pm and last about an hour. If you already 
receive emails for our monthly meetings you can look for a link 
email on February 24. Please contact Ian (imcart@telus.net) if you 
don’t receive email announcements or would like more information.

THURS MARCH 11, 7:30 – 8:30 PM

March Club Meeting via Zoom:  
Guest Speaker Dr. Michelle Jackson on  
‘A Status Report on Barn Swallows’ 

Most people above a certain age recall how barn swallows once 
filled the air around barns and rural outbuildings. In the TriCities 
area, “old-timers” report that these birds used to nest in suburban 
carports too. 

Sadly, barn swallow populations in Canada have fallen by  
75-80% in the last 40 years, and they are now listed federally as  
a threatened species. 

Dr. Michelle Jackson researches why this once-common 
species has experienced such a rapid decline. Her studies include 
monitoring barn swallow nesting success and their foraging habits 
within in the Little Campbell Watershed in Surrey and Langley. This 
work involves local landowners who contribute to nest monitoring 
using a citizen science approach. She and her colleagues are also 
studying insect diversity in swallow foraging fields in order to better 
understand how insect prey abundance may contribute to swallow 
declines.

Dr. Jackson is a conservation biologist with A Rocha Canada, 
a Christian conservation organization, and she is based at their 

Brookdale Environmental Centre in Surrey BC. 
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A Surprise Donation  
to BMN from ULAT

Jennifer LeBrun, founder of ULAT Dryer Balls, has made a hefty 
donation to BMN. 

Jennifer’s business is based in Parksville and her products are  
sold online and in a few retail outlets. Her dryer balls are large 
(almost 5 inches in diameter) balls of 100% Canadian wool. They 
come in sets of three, and are kept in your clothes dryer to reduce 
static and drying time. 

Jennifer’s products received one of the Canadian Museum of 
Nature’s 2020 Nature Inspiration Awards, “as the first wool dryer-
ball brand in the world. ULAT is an eco-friendly company – its dryer 
balls provide an environmentally safe way to replace single-use 
dryer sheets and the company’s processes contribute to energy 
conservation efforts and the reduction of water pollution.”

Award winners are given $5000 to distribute amongst a number of 
Canadian charities. In an amazing twist of luck for BMN, a community 
volunteer who had helped us remove invasive species at Como Lake 
suggested our organization to Jennifer.

Update on Trans Mountain 
Expansion (TMX)  
Staging Project at  
Colony Farm Regional Park
By Lori Austin and John Saremba

Members from BMN and the Colony Farm Park Association (CFPA) 
have been very active since early December in dealing with the Trans 
Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project (TMX). We have initiated a variety 
of conservation and advocacy activities in response to the unexpected 
announcement about using a western portion section of Colony Farm 
Regional Park for a temporary workspace staging area. These activities 
included: 

•	 advising members and others about this project via social media

•	 contacting and meeting with federal, provincial and regional 
politicians

•	 participating in a CFPA video to express our concerns

•	 conducting field trips to the proposed worksite and

•	 contacting Metro Vancouver Regional Parks about this project and 
our role regarding protection of the park.

Our key objectives for these activities were:
	1.	 To become more informed as to why the project staging site 

for the horizontal directional drilling under the Fraser River was 
changed from the original CP siding lands to an 11.4-acre area 
within Colony Farm Regional Park.

   2.	 To find out why BMN and CFPA, as park partners and key 
stakeholders, were excluded from consultations regarding  
this change in the project staging site location.

   3.	 To find out what our future relationship and role will be with 
Metro Vancouver Regional Parks.BMN members on Colony Farm walk. Photo: J. Saremba

You can purchase a set of 3 balls from Rosemarie’s Treasures  
(Ridgeway Ave, Coquitlam) for $30 or online at https://ulat.ca/  
Photo: ULAT file photo.

 Created by: D.Austin              
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Metro Vancouver advised us that work at this 
staging site is due to begin this MARCH 8TH 
and is “supposed to last 3 months.” 

However, Metro Vancouver has signed an agreement with Trans 
Mountain that can be extended for up to two years for occupation  
and exclusive use of the project staging site.

The following timeline provides a brief background about this  
project, as well as summarizing our recent activities.

Background Activities from 2014 through 2020:

2014	 Last opportunity for public input regarding the Kinder 	
	 Morgan pipeline project. Elaine Golds submitted input  
	 on behalf of BMN. There is public outrage over Colony 	
	 Farm being the proposed staging site.

2015	 Kinder Morgan relocates the work site from the park  
	 to the adjacent CP rail spur. 

Feb 2018	 CFPA is assured by Metro Vancouver Parks that the  
	 CP rail spur is still to be used for the staging site.

May 2018	 The federal government purchases the Trans Mountain 	
	 pipeline including the Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion 	
	 Project (TMX) and puts it all under the new authority, 	
	 Trans Mountain Corporation.

2020	 Up until late 2020, Metro Vancouver assures CFPA that 	
	 Colony Farm will be unaffected by the TMX project.

Unexpected Turn of Events  
in late November and early December 2020:

Nov 2020	 At a CFPA meeting, Neal Carley (Metro Vancouver General 
Manager, Parks and Environment) announces that Trans 
Mountain has changed the staging location from the CP 
Rail spur back to the west area of the Home Farm field 
at Colony Farm Regional Park. On November 23, 2020, 
Metro Vancouver Regional District signed a Temporary 
Workspace and Road Access Agreement for Colony 
Farm with Trans Mountain. This decision has been made 
without any public consultation.   

Dec 4, 2020	 In a press release, Trans Mountain publicly announces 
their intent to use Colony Farm for a temporary 
workspace. The map of the work area provided is 
incorrect and remains uncorrected.

Dec 16, 2020	 A petition to stop the pipeline work in Colony Farm  
is started by Jane Thomsing (CFPA President/BMN 
member) on Change.org (now at over 15,000 signatures).   
PLEASE SIGN IF YOU HAVEN’T ALREADY.

		 Petition link: https://tinyurl.com/yxpcemxr

Dec 22, 2020	 Field tour with Coquitlam Councillor Craig Hodge of  
TMX staging site at Colony Farm

Dec 29, 2020	 BMN members notice TMX project-related survey 
markers at Colony Farm during a walkabout. 

BMN members on Colony Farm walk. Photo: J. Saremba

BMN’s Response to TMX Project Announcement  
– Dec 2020 and Jan 2021

Jan 3, 2021	 BMN sends a letter to Nelly Shin,  
Coquitlam-Port Moody MP

Jan 3, 2021	 BMN sends a letter to Ron McKinnon, Port Coquitlam MP

Jan 4, 2021	 CTV article released “‘No room for construction’: 
Coquitlam residents decry Trans Mountain using park for 
work on pipeline” (includes comments from interview 
with John Saremba)

Jan 12, 2021	 Virtual meeting with Neal Carley, Metro Vancouver Parks 
Manager, Environment and Parks.

	 •	 Contract signed with TMX in order to procure a $1.4 
million community benefit in exchange for occupation of 
staging site in Colony Farm, which can be used as Metro 
Vancouver wishes, in any park

	 •	 If the contract had not been signed, Mr. Carley 
informed us that TMX would have applied for a Right to 
Enter permit from the CER (Canada Energy Regulator) 
and Parks would not have been able to negotiate for 
additional community benefit agreement funds.

	 •	 The reason provided for changing the pipeline 
staging location: Trans Mountain has to use a heavier, 
less flexible pipe due to seismic considerations when 
it is placed under the Fraser River.  Therefore, a more 
direct alignment is required in relation to the tunnel 
under the Fraser River for more safely pulling the 
pipeline into and through the tunnel. This required 
assembly of the pipe along the north to south section of 
the Perimeter Trail within the park. We wonder if CP Rail 
objected to the use of their land for a staging site or if it 
was simply easier or cheaper to use Colony Farm?

Jan 14, 2021	 Virtual meeting with Liberal MP Ron McKinnon

Jan 18, 2021	 Virtual meeting with Conservative MP Nelly Shin

Jan 19, 2021 	 Virtual meeting with NDP MLAs Selina Robinson, Fin 
Donnelly, and Rick Glumac

Jan 26, 2021	 BMN sends letter to Mayor McEwen, Committee Chair, 
Metro Vancouver Regional Parks Committee



Field Trips to TMX Staging Site at  
Colony Farm Regional Park

During December and January, BMN and CFPA members  
conducted more than 12 field trips to the TMX staging site at Colony 
Farm. In addition to becoming more familiar with the proposed 
project site area and adjacent habitats, these field trips enabled us 
to collect information regarding wildlife usage and representative 
vegetation in this portion of the park along the Perimeter Trail. 

This information was documented with photographs, as well as 
observations noted in iNaturalist and eBird. Other items noted during 
these field trips included the installation of TMX survey stakes, as 
well as soil sampling operations being done on January 6th along  
the proposed right-of-way.

Upcoming meetings
•  Feb 1, 2021 - Virtual meeting with 

Trans Mountain Corporation and Metro Vancouver Parks

•  Feb 3, 2021 -  Site visit with Neal Carley and  
MV Regional Parks managers

What It’s Like To Be a Bird: 
From Flying to Nesting, 
Eating to Seeing – What 
Birds Are Doing, and Why
Written by David Allen Sibley,  240 Pages 330 Illustrations 
First Edition, April 2020,  ISBN: 9780307957894

Chapters/Indigo $47 
Hardcover. 

Amazon Kindle e-book 
Edition $20

Available at public 
libraries in Burnaby, 
Port Moody and 
Coquitlam, Port 
Coquitlam, Maple 
Ridge and Pitt 
Meadows
Goodreads file photo

Reviewed by Kathy Leko 
What started out as a dream to write a children’s book, became 

a beautiful large format book for regular readers as well as bird 
enthusiasts, for David Allen Sibley.  It’s for learning about North 

American birds in general--it is not part of his very successful field 
guide series.  “What It’s Like to Be a Bird” is organized in a unique way 
and is not intended to be read straight through like a reference book. 

I read the short essays on a variety of topics.  Some days, I leaned in 
to examine the details of the life size paintings in the second part of the 
book Sibley calls the Portfolio of Birds.  Other days I flipped back and 
forth from one section to another following the page suggestions for 
further information.

The 32-page introduction is organized into 11 broad topics such 
as feathers, food and foraging, bird senses, and movement.  A 
paragraph covers the broad topic and then supporting details are 
expanded under headings with bullets.  Under movement I explored: 
flight, swimming, and walking.  Head-bobbing of pigeons caught my 
interest so I flipped to page 75.  One paragraph and a couple of pencil 
drawings showed how head and feet movements are synchronized 
for better vision. Then I flipped back to the walking page to see why 
some birds hop while others walk.

Solutions to interesting situations like what to do with a live bird 
in your house or a stunned one that crashed into your window can 
be found under “What To Do If…”.  More flipping of pages while 
reading the “Becoming a Birder” section. I didn’t realize the behavior 
of cranes and herons was so different!  Herons are solitary hunters 
while cranes hunt usually in pairs or flocks.  Herons hunt by lunging 
while cranes are head-down while picking at plant material or small 
animals near the ground. 

I enjoyed leafing through “What It’s Like To Be a Bird”.  The layout 
with large detail paintings on the left are balanced with paragraphs, 
diagrams, pencil sketches or smaller paintings.  The accompanying 
writing is not overly technical and each paragraph contains a 
manageable number of fun facts to know and tell.  Have a hot drink 
and cookies nearby as it’s perfect for browsing during these raining 
days of winter!  

Further information available at: https://www.sibleyguides.com/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zx4iYcBeshI&ab_
channel=PoliticsandProse
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Welcome to  
New Members

By Brian Wormald

We are very pleased to welcome the following  
new members to the club.  

Please look out for them at the next meeting or hike  
and extend your own personal welcome.

Coquitlam:  Jane Thomsing

Port Coquitlam:  Neil Huestis

Port Moody:  Stephanie Plourde

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zx4iYcBeshI&ab_channel=PoliticsandProse
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Nature Watch 
By Liz Thunstrom

January was an exceptionally mild month this year and there 
seemed to be many animals out and about as the days get lighter. 
This morning, February 1st, the chickadees in the garden were 
singing out their first ‘fee-bees’, a very early sign of spring.  
The Mallard Ducks at Como Lake are beginning their courtship 
actions too.

January 17, Gillian Coates, walking in Pitt Meadows saw a pair 
of Western Meadowlarks! She says, ”I’ve never seen them locally 
but the book describes this as the edge of their regular habitat”.

Meadowlarks are usually seen in grassy areas, perched on 
fence posts. They eat seeds and a range of insects. Meadowlarks 
are ground nesters and fall easy prey to predators. It is uncommon 
to see them in this area.

Also, on January 17, 
June and Dave Lussier 
were at Colony 
Farm and had the 
pleasure of meeting 
this curious mink. He 
posed for quite a few 
photos before carrying 
on his way!

Mink at Colony Farm.  
Photo: J. Lussier

June also 
reported … 

There is a resident  
Red-tailed Hawk at  
Blakeburn Lagoons.  
Not sure if anyone  
has submitted  
photos of him  
– here he is!  
So majestic! 

Photo: J. Lussier

Linda Soer, our Newsletter Editor, reported in for the first time about 
her new bird feeder.

She writes, ”Last week I decided to treat myself – I bought a suet 
holder and the deluxe suet – with insects (yuck). I put it on the clothes 
line that night, under the cover of darkness, and the bird network knew 
there was a new buffet the next morning. I have seen pairs of flickers, 
Steller’s Jays, and European Starlings, and many juncos, finches, and 
chickadees. I have a sour cherry tree near the suet feeder so the birds 
line up on the branches and queue up for their feeding slot. However, 
the ‘owners’ of the suet seem to be the starlings. On the second day, 
a black squirrel also came by assessing the feeder accessibility from 
the top of the cherry tree but moved on – out of the yard. And now, for 
the past three days I have seen an American Robin resting in the cherry 
tree, being part of the fly-by. Very entertaining and the suet-feeder has 
slowed down the birds so I am recognizing the bird types I am seeing – 
finally!”

Glad you had such great results so quickly Linda!

Susan Lundahl has seen lots of activity on the ponds along the 
spawning channels in Coquitlam River park. She has seen many duck 
species, including Wood Ducks, Buffleheads, Hooded and Common 
Mergansers, Ring-necked Ducks, Mallards and Common Goldeneye.  
Also, in the same area, Susan saw 3 Kingfishers, 3 American Dippers,  
3 Great Blue Herons and 3 river otters. One of the otters was caught 
eating a dead salmon in the photograph. Thanks for sending these 
sightings, Susan, and the excellent photos.

Wood duck bathing. Photo: Susan Lundahl
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This newsletter is printed on Enviro100 Paper, 100% post-consumer fibre,  
is ecologo, processed chlorine-free and FSC recycled certified and is  

manufactured in Canada using biogas energy.

DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter
	 Saturday, February 27, 2021

Send articles to: bmnnewsletter@gmail.com

Members receive ten monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities, local issues and events. 
Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.  
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

Name(s):____________________________________________________________
(Family adults at same home address)
 
Name(s):____________________________________________________________
(Family children under 19)

Address: ____________________________________________________________

City:________________________________Postal Code: ______________________

E-mail:______________________________________________________________

              Phone:________________________________________________________

Burke Mountain Naturalists  
Membership ( JANUARY TO DECEMBER )

❏ $33 for an Individual      ❏ $40 for a Family Membership

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is  
a member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists).  
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are: 
•   to promote the enjoyment of nature 
•   to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,  our environment 
•   to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas, 
     particularly local areas 
•   to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the natural world

President: Victoria Otton, svotton@gmail.com (604.937.5379) 
Vice President: Brian Wormald, brian@wormald-online.com (604.537.3717)
Treasurer: Edie Kernighan, ekernighan@gmail.com (604.937.0958)
Past President: Ian McArthur, imcart@telus.net (604.939.4039)
Recording Secretary: Vacant

Members-at-Large: Elaine Golds (604.937.3483),  
Kathy Leko (604.839.2776), Mary Metzger (604.916.6765),  
Cleone Todgham (778.223.2357), Darlene Heath (604.939.7222)

Membership Secretary: Brian Wormald, brian@wormald-online.com 
(604.537.3717)

BC Nature Club Representative: 
Victoria Otton, svotton@gmail.com (604.937.5379)

Marketing/Communications Committee Chair and 
Volunteer Coordinator: 
Christina Saremba, 2sarembas@gmail.com (604.351.9643)

Education and Conservation Committee:  
Lori Austin, l.k.austin@shaw.ca

Nature and Feeder Watch: 
Liz Thunstrom, ethunstrom@shaw.ca (604.939.9571)

Newsletter Editor: 
Linda Soer, BMNnewsletter@gmail.com

Newsletter Design: 
Brigitte Breuer, bbreuer.bc@gmail.com (604.353.8325)

BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)
“Discover Nature in the Tri-Cities” 2015, (40 pages) a children’s nature 
guide; available on our website (40 pages) and from local libraries 

Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough,
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor

Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Regional Park and Area, DeBoville Slough,
Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm and our checklist for the Colony 
Farm Park birds

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough 

Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System: 1994, (121 pages)  
is available on our website

Our Backyard Wilderness: A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992,  
(23 pages, plus appendices) available at Coquitlam Poirier Library

The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,  
by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available 
on our website www.bmn.bc.ca

MEMBERSHIP CAN BE RENEWED:
•  Online at: www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/membership 
    using Interac®, a credit card or PayPal®, under the tab named “Get Involved”.

•  Mail a cheque to BMN, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4

If you are contemplating switching to ‘electronic’ payment, we urge you to use ‘eTransfer’ in 
preference to PayPal. It’s easier AND saves your club money. There are NO charges incurred for 
you OR the club for these bank transfers.

There have been a number of reports of bat sightings in the area, 
which is unusual at this time of year. Several have been reported to 
Wildlife Rescue and John Saremba has also been seeing them:

From John, “I have continued to occasionally do informal bat surveys 
during the winter. Last week, I spent an hour walking around Blakeburn 
Lagoons Park just after sunset and much to my delight was able to 
detect two different bat calls at separate times. I believe that the calls 
came from either a Hoary or Silver-haired bat. I lean more toward a 
Silver-haired bat as I have received several reports over the past few 
years of such bats roosting overwinter in protected wood piles. It was 
interesting that last week while going on a walk at Colony Farm during 
a warm sunny afternoon, that Christina and I noted some flying insects. 
So, I do wonder if the bats come out on such days just near dusk to take 
advantage of additional food to last over the winter.”

If you do notice a bat that is behaving oddly or is on the ground, do 
NOT pick it up with bare hands. It can be reported to Wildlife Rescue or 
to BC Community Bat Program at 1-855-922-2287. Extension: 23.

Send your nature sightings to Liz at: ethunstrom@shaw.ca

River Otter licking its chops 
after eating a dead salmon. 
Photo: S. Lundahl 

American Dipper.  
Photo: S. Lundahl

Female Kingfisher.  
Photo: S. Lundahl
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