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We have a Winner! BMN’s
Annual Spot the First

Bumble Bee Contest

By Victoria Otton
Congratulations to James Bobick, winner of this year’s Spot the First
Bumble Bee Contest! On March 17th, James spotted a bumble bee on

an early blooming crocus, and snapped a photo. James’ bee is a queen
yellow-fronted bumble bee (Bombus flavifrons).

Yellow fronted bumble bee (B. flavifrons) queen. Photo: James Bobick

How do we know that? It has to be a queen, as only the queen
bumble bee survives the winter and are out in the early spring looking
for food and nesting sites to start this season’s generations. And it has
to be B. flavifrons because only this species has colour banding like
this on its abdomen. Look closely at James’ photo, and you see that
there is a yellow band followed by a bright orange band. If we could
see the tip of this gal’s tail, we’d see that it was black. The real
giveaway that she’s flavifrons though is that her thorax is a ‘sooty”
yellow colour. As one bee expert said, it look’s like she’s been rolling
around in the dirt. Why their common name is yellow-fronted bumble
bee is hard to understand. (Pro Tip: Forget common names of bumble
bees and stick with the Latin names).

Had James posted his photo to iNaturalist, it would have been picked
up by the Native Bee Society of BC’s “Bee Tracker” project, and he
would have been the first in the province to report this species in
2023. According to the Bee Tracker project, the first B. flavifrons was
reported on Salt Spring Island on March 18t%. (It’s not too late, James -
you can submit your observations to iNaturalist at any time!).

Enjoy the bees this summer!

Cool 'Hoods Champs
workshops are coming to

Coquitlam!
By Lori Austin

The free 3-day workshops (3 hours each, over 3 weeks) are open
to adults who want to learn more about climate change and be climate
champions in their own neighbourhoods. Champions are
encouraged to continue to work on their personal or community
Climate Action and to engage their neighbours on environmental
issues.

This program is designed by UBG - CALP and being run in partnership
with the Rotary Club of Coquitlam.

Our first workshops are
When: Tuesdays June 6, 13, and 20, 2023
Time: 5:30pm to 8:30pm
Where: Poirier Sport and Leisure Complex
For more information & to register, please email
EnvironmentCoqRotary@gmail.com

CHAMPS

Local Climate Action Training

{at
Fo

BMN Meeting - OUTDOORS
Tuesday, June 13,2023
6:30-8:30pm
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

May Club Meeting via Zoom: "Cool Tools for Engaging Communities
on Urban Forestry & Climate Change" by Prof. Stephen Sheppard
Thursday, May 11, 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Prof. Stephen Sheppard is a recently retired professor from UBC’s
Faculty of Urban Forestry and author of the book Visualizing Climate
Change. Stephen will offer some local climate change solutions
through the unique perspective of the Cool ‘Hoods Champs program, a
community-based initiative launching this spring in the TriCities.

We will learn how neighbourhoods can be cooled through urban
forest projects.

Greater Vancouver Bird Celebration

May 13 - 31

During May, over 250 species of birds can be seen and enjoyed
throughout the Lower Mainland. Join the celebration through bird
walks, online events and webinars. Events and activities welcome
beginners and experts alike. Check out all the events using this LINK.
Many events are local and free!

https://vancouverbirdcelebration.ca/
Coordinated by the Stanley Park Ecological Society.

‘Birding for Beginners’ Family Walks at Colony Farm
Two Free Sessions:
e Saturday May 13, 10:30 am — noon
e Saturday June 10, 10:30 am — noon

These are special walks organized by the Coquitlam Library. Suitable
for children aged 6 and up, accompanied by an adult. Enjoy a beautiful
nature walk and learn the basics of birding at Colony Farm Regional
Park. Park Interpretation Specialists from Metro Vancouver will lead
the program. You can borrow binoculars from the library; however, they
aren’t required. A limited number of binoculars will also be available at
the park at the beginning of the walk.

Two sessions are being offered, so choose the date that suits you
best!

Saturday, May 13 | 10:30 am-12:00 pm
REGISTRATION: coquitlam.libnet.info/event/8015372
Saturday, June 10 | 10:30 am—12:00 pm
REGISTRATION: coquitlam.libnet.info/event/8041296

Meet at the parking lot by the Colony Farm Community Gardens, at
the east end of Colony Farm Road. Please register the total number of
people coming in your group, including children.

Invasive Plant Control Work Party at DeBoville Slough
Saturday May 13 @ 9:00 am — noon

Come out and enjoy a morning of exercise while helping the
environment. We will be cutting the invasive Japanese knotweed.
Dress for the weather and wear sturdy footwear as we will be working
on the side of the dikes. Don’t forget water and, if it’s hot and sunny,
the sunscreen. The BMN/Friends of DeBoville Slough group works with
the City of Coquitlam and we will supply tools but if you have a
favourite pair of clippers or loppers feel free to bring them along. Meet
at the kiosk on the north dike at DeBoville Slough Trailhead, 4100
Cedar Dr at 9 am. Please contact David (778.230.1509) for more
information.

The next knotweed work party is scheduled for Saturday June 10.

Club Hike: Miller Ravine and The Chines
Friday May 19, 6 pm - 8:30 pm

This trip will travel through the lush upper section of Miller Ravine
while taking time to enjoy nature. The group will then descend steeply
into the forested area of the Chines before regaining elevation steeply,
on an undulating narrow trail with a bit of mud, to make a loop back to
the starting point. On a clear day, great views of the mountains to the
north can be seen.

Roundtrip distance is 5.5 km with a cumulative elevation gain of
210 m. Meet at the Miller Park parking area on Oakview Street in
Coquitlam at 6:00 pm. Return 8:30 pm. Please contact lan (604. 939.
4039) for more information.

VARC Open House at Colony Farm
Saturday May 20

The Vancouver Avian Research Centre (VARC) invites the public to
their first Open House of the season, held at their Research and
Banding Station in Colony Farm. Spaces are limited, so be sure to
register early. Price is $15 per person. Details are available on their
website.

https://donorbox.org/ohmay20

Club Hike: Burnaby Mountain North Loop
Saturday May 27,8 am — 2 pm

Join us for a not so well-known hike just outside the TriCities’ border.
We will travel in a loop starting from the Barnet Highway and heading
west and up more than 500 stairs to SFU where we will join the Trans
Canada Trail heading east and return west via the Cougar Creek Trail
and Barnet Trail. Views of the surrounding mountains and inlets can be
seen along our route. This is a moderate hike.

Roundtrip distance is 12 km with a cumulative elevation gain of about
400 m. Meet at the Barnet Marine Park upper parking lot at 8:00 am.
Return 2:00 pm. Please contact lan (604. 939. 4039) for more
information.

BMN Water Quality Monitoring at Como Lake and at Blakeburn
Lagoons
Sun May 28, 9:00 am — 10:00 am

The usual day for these sessions is the last Sunday of the month, but
the day may be altered if the weather is bad. Monitoring is done
concurrently at Como Lake (meet at the East Dock, off Gatensbury St,
Coquitlam. Contact Liz Thunstrom for more information
ethunstrom@shaw.ca).

At Blakeburn Lagoons, there are monitoring sites in both the East and
West Lagoons and may take a little longer to complete. For more
information on Blakeburn monitoring, contact John Saremba

(johnsaremba@gmail.com).

Evening Nature Walk at Sunset at DeBoville Slough
Wednesday May 31, 7:30 pm — 9:30 pm

Meet BMN/Friends of DeBoville Slough members at the North Kiosk at
7:30pm for a bird walk along the north dike trail, followed by a bat
viewing from about 8:30 until 9:30, hosted by BMN Bat Team Leader
John Saremba. We might see an owl or common nighthawks, so don't
miss out.

Bring family and friends.
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Club Walk: Sheep Paddock Trail
Friday June 2, 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm

The Sheep Paddock Trail in Colony Farm re-opened in 2020 after
being closed for 13 years. Come out and enjoy an evening walk while
taking in the flora and fauna the area has to offer. Information will be
shared about the history of the trail. Roundtrip distance is 6 km with
minimal elevation change. Meet at the Ecole Riverside Secondary
School north parking lot (near the basketball court) on Reeve Street in
Port Coquitlam at 5:30 pm. Return 8:30 pm. Please contact lan (604.
939. 4039) for more information.

Volunteers STILL Needed for Mossom Creek BioBlitz
Saturday June 3

Would you like to assist Mossom Creek members during the 24-hour
BioBlitz study? There are volunteer opportunities to lead nature and
bird walks and/or identify and catalogue species in the watershed. For
more information, please contact Kevin at kevin_ryan@telus.net.

Free Guided Walk to see the Lazuli Buntings at Colony Farm Park
Saturday June 3, time TBA

Search for migratory birds including the spectacular Lazuli Buntings
on a guided birding walk. Bring binoculars if possible. Meet in front of
the Community Gardens at the end of Colony Farm Rd, Coquitlam.
Hosted by the Colony Farm Park Association. Check the BMN website
for details closer to the time.

Club Hike: Woodland Walk and Saw Blade Falls
Sunday June 11,8 am -1 pm

To celebrate the Pinecone Burke Provincial Park twenty-eighth
anniversary, we will do an easy to moderate hike along the Woodland
Walk Trail. On this outing we will travel through a lovely mature
second-growth forest and view Saw Blade Falls. You should be
prepared to cross a few small creeks by easy boulder-hopping, though
there will be help in crossing safely. Roundtrip distance is 11.5 km
with an elevation gain of 300 m. Meet at the top of Harper Road (off
Coast Meridian) at 8:00 am. Return 1:00 pm. Please contact lan (604.
939. 4039) for more information.

June Club Meeting OUTDOORS: BMN Member Appreciation Night at
Blue Mtn Park
Tuesday June 13, 6:30 pm —8:30 pm

The evening will begin at 6:30 with a walk led by tree-man James
Bobick of the Wondrous Tree Fellowship group. This is followed by a
get together with light refreshments at the Picnic area until 8:30.

{ Volunteers Needed:

Looking for Hiking and
Walking Leaders

With our season of outings quickly approaching, we would like to
offer a variety of trips and to do this we need more people willing to
lead and help with outings. Do you know an area you would like to
share with others? We are looking for members to lead walks that
would be about one to three hours and members to lead hikes that
range from four hours to eight hours. If you are not sure what is
involved with being a leader, we can help train you or you can start as
a co-leader. Please contact lan (604. 939. 4039) for more information.

Spring Nature Walk #2:
Cedar Creek

April 5, 2023
By Mark Johnson

This year our Spring Nature Walks are featuring “PoCo Waterways,”
highly altered creeks that differ in appearance and even direction from
the natural creeks that existed historically. For our first outing, on
March 22, we walked along Hyde Creek, a highly manipulated
waterway that now flows oppositely into DeBoville Slough. Then, in
early April, we strolled along Cedar Creek, a “tributary” of Hyde Creek,
apparently created to help drain the expansive CPR lands to the south.

We began our walk along Cedar Creek at Cedar Park, on Prairie
Avenue, and travelled south and west via the Greg Moore Trail, a multi-
use gravel pathway that parallels the watercourse. The weather was a
mixture of sun and cloud, the temperature still cool enough for some of
us to wear a toque and gloves. But neither the highly urban nature of
the walk nor the unseasonably cool day had any effect on our
numbers; we had twenty-one participants!

Cedar Creek is, for all practical purposes, a ditch, and was once
known as “the back ditch.” Cedar Drive, which runs along a stretch of
the creek north of our walk, was known as “Back Ditch Road.” It
seems, however, that the mayor at the time, who lived along the road
and was sensitive to how his neighbourhood would be known, decided
his street needed a new name. Hence, “Back Ditch”—both road and
the creek—were given the name “Cedar.”

Leaving Prairie, we walked along the pathway with the creek and
park on one side, and Cedar Drive Elementary School on the other. On
the far side of the creek, a row of trees and other vegetation acts as a
visual barrier to the main part of the park. We stopped repeatedly to
identify many plant species: Douglas-fir, spirea, salmonberry, and
osoberry -- the last of these now finally leafed out and even in bloom.
We also paid attention to birds. There was a crow on the park lawn,
chickadees in the
. trees, and a Song
& | Sparrow in plain

view near the top
of a holly tree. We
£= heard robins and a
. flicker, and
sighted two
Canada Geese as
they flew by
overhead. We
located a flicker
nest cavity in a
prominent snag.

Along the walk.
Photo: Edie
Kernighan
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We passed a footbridge, which in combination with a second bridge
further upstream, would allow us to loop back via the dirt path on the
other side. For now, though, we continued straight ahead. We left the
school behind and walked past residential backyards, a thin screen of
trees and shrubs partially obscuring the houses. While we continued to
identify native plants—red alder, more osoberry—we also noticed the
proliferation of invasive species. These included the usual suspects—
English ivy, lamium, laurel, etc., but, thankfully, no Japanese knotweed.
Along this stretch we spotted a male/female pair of mallards, another
Song Sparrow, and witnessed both a gull in flight and three Bald
Eagles soaring overhead. We heard the nuthatch’s characteristic ank
ank and a distant finch’s lively song. Alerted to the presence of a
towhee by its distinctive catlike call note, we were finally favoured
with a good view of not one, but two, of these ground-rummaging
birds. Of further interest were a beaver-chewed stump and chickadees
apparently nesting atop a snag.

When we reached the second footbridge, we crossed the creek to
Cascara Park. We had been looking out for hemlock and as we crossed
the creek, we found one growing on the opposite bank. A little farther
along we added still another tree to our list, Sitka spruce. And our bird
list grew as well, with a sighting of Golden-crowned Kinglets.

Perhaps our most memorable moment came at the end of our walk.
We had just crossed the first footbridge and were on the home stretch.
We heard and then saw an Anna’s Hummingbird. Often the sighting of
a hummingbird is a fleeting affair, but we were able to watch this little
bird, which was perched at eye level just across the creek from us. It
was a treat to see it up close, especially the flash of its red throat.

We returned to our cars maybe half an hour late, but nobody seemed
to mind. We had discovered a new and enjoyable place to walk, and
had learned a little more about the community in which we live.

Nature Watch

By Liz Thunstrom

Send your nature sightings to Liz at: ethunstrom@shaw.ca

Bird migration is full on at last and local birds are busily nesting and
the bats are back for another year. It is a great time to get out to your
local park or neighbourhood green space; you will be amazed at what
you can see.

You might also consider taking an organized bird walk locally (check
the BMN website) or if you plan a holiday elsewhere in the province,
check with local information to find outings there. Locations in the
Okanagan, Cariboo, Vancouver Island and Powell River are all exciting
spots to visit with local experts. Chris and Evelyn Thompson recently
came back from an unusual outing in the Kelowna area where they
went out Owling at night and were astounded at the response of owls
to call sounds.

John Saremba has already been out and seen bats — various species
are now returning to our local region. Here are several notes about
their return:

e On April 14th, | detected several bat species foraging at Blakeburn
West lagoon after sunset. These were thought to be Silver-haired
or Big Brown bats, Yuma myotis (predominate calls) and California
myotis species.

e Jim Atkinson recently reported evidence of bats starting to occupy
the Colony Farm bat boxes.

e During Friday night's City Nature Challenge bat event at Westhill
Park in Port Moody, we saw a variety of bats foraging overhead. It
was thought that there were four to five bat species in this area
during the event. Many of the returning bats to our area may first
use temporary day roosts over the next few weeks, after which
the females will return and congregate at their usual maternity
colony roost sites.

Judy Taylor Atkinson and Jim also pointed out that the Purple Martins
have now returned to the nest boxes at Rocky Point. This arrival date is
about two weeks later than normal.

Catherine Ho watched a chickadee making its nest in a tree hole
when she was out for a walk. The tree showed a number of holes,
made by woodpeckers, to choose from. Chickadees make their nests

Chickadee working on their nest. Photo: Catherine Ho

Linda Soer reported a grey squirrel has now made it into her
backyard and bird feeder. Two years of accessible and visible bird
feeding has now ended ...at least for the summer.

Okanagan Lake is an important stop over spot for migratory birds
going north. On April 13th. Todd and Holly Williams, of
Peachland, noticed a group of 6 large white birds on the lake; 3 more
soon joined them. These birds, identified as American white pelicans,
are some of the largest in North America, with a wingspan of upto 9
1/2 feet. They are completely white except for the black tips of their
primary feathers. BC has the only nesting colony on small lakes in the
Chilcotin area. The pelicans are colonial nesters but very sensitive to
disturbance, human or animal. They are Red Listed by the Canadian
Wildlife Service. Pelicans eat primarily fish which they scoop up from
the water in the large pouch of the lower beak, which can hold up to 3
gallons of water. The bird has to tip its head to let the water out before
swallowing. Quite a sight to see. Pelicans winter south in California,

Mexico and Central America.
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The only other pelican species in Canada, Brown Pelicans, are
occasional visitors here. They are usually seen in California and south
to Mexico, over sea coastal areas.

Como Lake has been fairly quiet this spring. It was stocked with trout
in early March and is being heavily fished over, which is disturbing to
potential nesters. However, several Red-winged Blackbirds have been
heard calling in the wetland.

Quite a few years ago Jane Shoemaker worked for a Burnaby
engineering company. She writes “One of my fellow employees was
Simon Shutter, an immigrant from England.

Today | looked for him on Facebook, to find out what he is doing these
days. Well, WOW! He has become a magnificent photographer of birds.
Take a look — on Facebook, look for Simon Shutter.

Then ask to see "Simon's photos." What an amazing collection. |
think he should put together a book with these marvellous
photographs. He lives in Delta, so | doubt that he is a prospective
member of BMN.”

Thanks, Jane, certainly worth a look!

| will look forward to some of your wildlife experiences for next
month.

If yoni wa
Sound of the bird, don't
buy a cage.

PLANT A TREE.

DEADLINE for the next BMN Newsletter
Saturday, June 3, 2023
Send articles to: bmnnewsletter@gmail.com

Burke Mountain Naturalists
IMiembexrship (JANUARY T0 DECEMBER)

11833 for an individual 0 $40 for a Family Membership

MEMBERSHIP CAN BE RENEWED:
. Online at: https://www.burkemountainnaturalists.ca/membership/
using Interac®, a credit card or Paypal®, under the tab named “Get Involved”.
e Mail a cheque to BMN, P.0. Box 52540, R.P.0. Coquitiam Centre, Coquitlam, BC V3B 7J4

If you are contemplating switching to “electronic” payment, we urge you to use “eTransfer” in
preference to PayPal. It’s easier AND saves your club money. There are NO charges incurred for you OR
the club for these bank transfers.

Members receive ten monthly newsletters that cover BMN activities, local issues and events.
Membership also includes the BC Nature quarterly magazine, Nature BC.
BMN is a registered non-profit society with charitable income status.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in January 1989 and is

a member club of BC Nature (formerly Federation of BC Naturalists).

BMN is a registered non-profit Society with charitable income status.

Our objectives are:

o to promote the enjoyment of nature

o to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of, our environment

¢ to promote the accessibility and maintenance of natural areas,
particularly local areas

¢ to actively pursue the conservation & preservation of the natural world

President: lan McArthur, imcart@telus.net (604.939.4039)

Vice President: Brian Wormald, brian@wormald-online.com (604.537.3717)

Treasurer: Edie Kernighan, ekernighan@gmail.com (604.937.0958)

Past President: Victoria Otton, svotton@gmail.com (604.937.5379)
Recording Secretary: Vacant

Members-at-Large: Elaine Golds (604.937.3483), Lori Austin (604.464.7415), Kathy
Leko (604.839.2776), Laura Dupont (lauradupont@shaw.ca), Jeff Rudd

(604.472.9883), Phil Buchan (604.329.5537)

Membership Secretary: Brian Wormald, brian@wormald-online.com (604.537.3717)
BC Nature Club Representative:

Victoria Otton, svotton@gmail.com (604.937.5379)

Education and Conservation Committee:

Lori Austin, lorikaustin100@gmail.com

Nature and Feeder Watch:

Liz Thunstrom, ethunstrom@shaw.ca (604.939.9571)
BMN-Friends of DeBoville Slough Committee:
2fodbs.bmn@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Linda Soer, BMNnewsletter@gmail.com
Newsletter Design: Catherine Ho, catherineymho@icloud.com
BMN Publications: 10 newsletters a year (except July and August)

“Discover Nature in the Tri-Cities” 2015, (40 pages) a children’s nature guide;
available on our website (40 pages) and from local libraries

Natural History Brochures: Miller Park Ravine, DeBoville Slough,
Riverview Lands, Coquitlam River Corridor
Bird Brochures: Minnekhada Regional Park and Area, DeBoville Slough,

Como Lake, The Herons of Colony Farm and our checklist for the Colony Farm Park
birds

Plant Brochures: Colony Farm, DeBoville Slough

Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park System: 1994, (121 pages)
is available on our website

Our Backyard Wilderness: A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992,
(23 pages, plus appendices) available at Coquitlam Poirier Library
The Riverview Hospital Site: “Respecting Its Past, Realizing Its Future”,

by Elaine Golds, Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages available on our
website www.bmn.bc.ca

Name(s):
(Family adults at the same address)

Name(s):
(Family children under 19)

Address:

City: Postal Code:

E-mail:

Phone:
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