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A Western Tana

ger and Warm Hospitality:

Fieldtrip to Campbell Valley Regional Park

By Rozanne Thomson

ome of us had the pleasure of touring the
S Campbell Valley Regional Park with Jude

and Al Grass on August 6th. We met up with
our guides at the north gate of this large park that
lies at the east edge of 200th Street and stretches
from 16th Avenue to 4th Avenue in South Langley.
On this hot day of August, it was a real pleasure to
leave our cars and enter the trees.

These shade-giving trees were largely deciduous
and house a variety of birds. The meadows were
alive with flowers and butterflies. I leamned to .
recognize the deadly nightshade (otherwise known
as potato vine). For birders, the highlights were
spying first of all Red-breasted Nuthatch, after we
had heard them around us. Then near the point
where we went to cross the bridge, Minako pointed
out a colourful bird — it was a Western Tanager.

Goodbye Lazy Days, Hello Members!

Me ssage ideas for future meetings.

President’s

By Elaine Golds

September, it’s clear that the lazy, hazy days of
ummer are truly over. I hope that everyone

enjoyed this summer and had plenty of time to re-
connect with nature either in the remote
wildemess or through the private joys of your own
backyard. Although the meetings and issues were
supposed to take a rest over the summer, that
didn’t quite happen. You will be able to read all
about it in the EdCon Report in the September
newsletter.

The BMN Executive met twice (June and
August) which is about the bare minimum that we
can manage and still function as a club. One of
the things we discussed was changing the format *
of a couple of our regular monthly meetings to
make them a more enjoyable experience for all

Lf you look at all the events scheduled for

Kiyoshi was able to make a fine photo of it with
his telephoto lens.

Our path paralleled the Little Campbell River
going and coming, starting out on the east and

A showy Western Tanager with its lunch in its bill.
Photo by Kiyoshi Takahashi.

our members and guests.
As always, we would
appreciate getting your

This September, we
have decided to focus on
our club activities and

volunteer projects. Therefore, instead of having a
guest speaker, long-time member Kiyoshi
Takahashi will give us a colourful presentation on
some of his summer volunteer projects plus our
BMN field trip this spring to Newcastle Island.
Please remember that Kiyoshi welcomes the
assistance of other BMN volunteers with some of
his projects! In addition, Jan McArthur and Mark
Johnston will present a brief slide show on our
hiking trips and some of our other outdoor
activities. Also, Margaret Flaherty will tell us all
about the upcoming events for the BMN Young
Naturalists Club. We are delighted that our YNC
has now grown to 20 members! All the parents of
these YNC members will be invited to attend our
September meeting so please be sure to have a
chat with them.

walking back on the west after visiting the Visitor
Centre and wildlife garden. Near the visitor centre
was a pond, and it was sobering to contemplate the
great numbers of bullfrogs who had invaded it
[editor’s note: bullfrogs are an introduced species].

After the walk, we enjoyed the warm hospitality
of Jude and Al in their new home in Surrey.
Surrounded by bird feeders and the accompanying
comings and goings, we augmented our lunches
with delicious food provided by Jude and Al

Even being stuck on the highway on the way
back due to an accident on the Port Mann did not
dampen our spirits. A great day with friends, and a
pleasure to make the acquaintance of a park we
may not often get to.

For more information on this park go to:
http://www.gvrd.bc.ca/parks/Campbell Valley.htm

As you can see by scanning through the
announcements, September is already chock-full
of events. Our “main event” will be the annual
TreeFest on the Riverview Hospital Grounds,
home of western Canada’s most outstanding
arboretum. To ensure the success of this year’s
event, volunteers are once again needed. If you
can volunteer for at least part of the day, please
contact Donna Crosby at 604-939-4064.

‘We are also considering having an outdoor
meeting in May because the weather is usually
quite lovely. One possibility we discussed was to
have a nature walk at Como Lake Park (which is
not far away from the church) and then re-
convene back at the church for refreshments. This
would be similar in format to our June meeting
which, for many years, has taken the form of a
nature walk on the Riverview Hospital grounds
followed by refreshments in Finnie’s Garden.

Ilook forward to seeing everyone next month —
if not at our September meeting then, perhaps, at
one of the many events in which BMN will
participate!
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Announcements:

Saturday, Sept. 10, 9:30 am to approx. noon:
Knotweed Removal at DeBoville Slough. Join
BMNers, Friends of DeBoville Slough, Hyde Creek
Watershed Society and others for the final knotweed
removal session of 2005. As usual, Wesbild will provide
great refreshments, including lunch. If you have gloves
and pruners (large or small), please bring them, as only a
limited supply of these critical items will be available.
Please wear sturdy shoes, a hat and bring drinking water.
Meet at the intersection of Victoria and Cedar Drives at
the head of DeBoville Slough. Please note: the
construction of a storm water pipe in Coquitlam will be
causing some traffic diversions in the area so
approaching DeBoville Slough from Cedar Drive
through Port Coquitlam is recommended. For further
information, contact David Mounteney at 604-941-2498.

September 10th to 18th:

The Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup sponsored by
TD Canada Trust, the Vancouver Aquarium and others.
Due to other commitments, we will not be able to hold a
BMN cleanup event so we encourage our members to
volunteer with other groups, if possible. On Saturday,
September 17, a shoreline cleanup will be held at Barnet
Marine Park in Burnaby for which registration starts at
12:30 pm (near the washrooms).

Sunday, September 11:

Burke Village-Munro Lake Trail — During the
summer, we always offer a trip to the origin of our
name. This year is no exception, as we traverse Burke
Mountain on the Village Lake Trail. The day will start
with a car shuttle to Quarry Road before the hiking
begins. This moderate hike has most of the elevation
gain in the first two hours and easing as the day
progresses. We will be walking through a beautiful old-
growth forest with a side trip to Munro Lake if possible.
The Village Lake Trail is known to be wet and
overgrown in places; so appropriate clathing and
footwear are strongly recommended. The total distance
is 22 km (14 mi) with an elevation gain of 825 m (2700
ft). Meet at the top of Harper Road (off Coast Meridian)
at 8:00 am. Return 5:00 pm.

Tuesday, September 13 from 9 am - 4 pm:

BC Hydro will provide an overview of the Water Use
Plan for Coquitlam River as recently approved by the
Water Controller. In addition, information will be given
on the ongoing monitoring program and an invitation
will be extended to those wishing to serve on a
Monitoring Committee. In November, a public update
will be provided on the feasibility study to restore
sockeye salmon and dam construction-related activities.
If you wish to attend the September meeting, please
contact Chris Joy (chris.joy @bchydro.com or 604 528
2357). Best Western PoCo Inn, 1545 Lougheed Highway.
Tuesday, Sept. 13 at 7:30 pm, Como Lake United Church:

BMN Monthly Meeting. We will kick off our fall
session with a special evening devoted to telling you all
about BMN activities and volunteer opportunities! Our
featured speaker will be Kiyoshi Takahashi who will
provide a photographic overview of several projects he
is involved with plus a slide show of the BMN spring
trip to Newcastle Island. In addition, Jan and Mark will
provide an overview of some of our club’s hikes and
other outdoor activities. Displays will feature some areas
of keen interest to BMN, namely, Colony Farm,
Riverview Hospital Grounds and DeBoville Slough.
Don’t miss these great presentations and the wonderful
company! See you there...

Wednesday, September 14 at 7 pm:

Colony Farm Park Association Board Meeting at
GVRD’s Avalon office. The Park Association plans to
initiate a major fund-raising program to restore the
remaining farm buildings. Renewing your membership
($10 single/ $15 family) in CFPA is a good way to show
your support for this project. CFPA Chair, Elaine Golds,
would be happy to accept your cheque!

Wednesday, September 14 at 7:30 pm:

Vancouver Public Library Presents: ‘“Hikers vs.
Grizzlies: Avoiding Conflict in Banff National Park”
part of their Parks Canada Speakers series. Hal
Morrison, one of Parks Canada’s Wildlife/Human
Conflict Specialists, will present his research on grizzly
bears in the Moraine Lake area of Banff National Park.
The event takes place in the Alice MacKay Room,
Lower Level, Central Library, 350 West Georgia Street
in Vancouver. Free Admission, all are welcome.

Friday, September 16 in the afternoon:

BMN has been invited to lead a group of teachers
from Vancouver on a tour of the Shoreline Park as part
of their Pro-D day activities at Rocky Point.

Saturday, September 17:

The Port Moody Ecological Society plans to hold a
car wash to raise funds for the Noons Creek Hatchery.
You can support this group and get a clean car at the
same time. Watch local papers for details.

Sunday, September 18 from 11 am - 4 pm:
TreeFest at Riverview cosponsored by the Riverview
Horticultural Centre Society, the City of Coquitlam, BMN

and others. Don’t miss this opportunity to enjoy the
glorious trees of Riverview in their fall splendour.
Participate in tree tours & nature walks, children’s
activities and tree walk, MC Tony Prophet and live
entertainment, blackberry tea and food concession, art
exhibit and sale, master gardeners on-site, heritage tours
and community displays. Watch local papers for further
details or attend the September BMN meeting. Many
volunteers are needed to make this a successful event. If
you can volunteer for at least part of the day, please contact
Donna Crosby, President, RHCS at 604-939-4064.

Saturday, September 17 at 9 am:

Join Mike Griffin and others for the monthly raptor
count at Colony Farm Regional Park. All birds will be
appreciated, not just raptors (on our July 21 walk at Colony
Farm, Mike led us straight to the Lazuli buntings which,
one day later, departed for points south). Meet on the Port
Coquitlam side of Colony Farm at the parking space on
Shaughnessy Street/Mary Hill Road just above the wetland.
For further details, contact Mike at 604-942-5326.

Sunday, September 18:

Young Naturalists’ Club — Norma Gillespie will lead
children’s nature walk at 11:30 am. The event will
include other children’s activities. More detailed info on
these events will be sent to you in your explorer day
newsletter in September.

Tuesday, September 20 at 7:15 pm:

The BMN Education/Conservation Committee meets at
Victoria’s to discuss local issues and plan activities for the
fall. If you are interested in joining this busy group, please
contact Elaine Golds (egolds@sfu.ca or 604 937-3483).
Thursday, September 22 from 4:30 - 7 pm:

The Fraser River Estuary Management Program
(FREMP) celebrates 20 years of accomplishments at the
North Fraser Port Authority, Richmond. BMN has been
invited to attend

Thursday, September 22, 7 pm:

The Friends of DeBoville Slough meet at Pinetree
Community Centre, Room 3. New members always
welcome!

Saturday, September 24:

In preparation for the fall municipal elections, the
Society for Community Development plans to sponsor a
“Community of Life” Forum. People active in the Tri-
Cities community and those interested in running for
office are especially invited to attend. Watch local
papers for details.

Sunday, September 25 from noon - 4 pm:

Celebrate BC Rivers Day at Peace Park in Port
Coquitlam on the Pitt River (off the Mary Hill Bypass
along Kebet Way). BMN will be there with displays and
children’s activities. We will lead a nature walk along
the Pitt River dike at 1 pm where we could see turkey
vultures, cedar waxwings and other birds. Enjoy
watching the working tugs in the river and, maybe, even
take a boat trip around Douglas Island.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in
January 1989 and is a member club of the
Federation of British Columbia Naturalists (FEB.C.N.)
BMN is a registered non-profit Society with
charitable income status.

Our objectives are: .

to promote the enjoyment of nature

to foster an interest in, and an

appreciation of,our environment

to actively pursue the conservation and
preservation of the natural world

to promote the accessibility and maintenance
of natural areas, particularly local areas.
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Elaine Golds (604.937.3483 Phone & Fax)
egolds @sfu.ca
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Victoria Otton (604.937.5379) votton@sfu.ca
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Carole Edwards (604.420.8822)
caroleedwards @shaw.ca
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Caelan Griffiths (604.872.1193)
Members-at-Large:
Carolyn Burr (604.464.7506)
Anne Holt (604.936.4108)
Mark Johnston (604.552.0727)
Barb Sherman
Rozanne Thompson (604.421.5292)
Cleone Todgham (604.931.1781)
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Jude Grass (604.219.2043), Mike Griffin (alt.)
Newsletter Editor:
Caelan Griffiths (604.872.1193)
e-mail: caelan.griffiths @ gmail.com
Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer (604.552.0841)
Education/Conservation Committee:
Chair: Elaine Golds
Recording Secretary: Victoria Otton
Members: Don Gillespie, Mike Griffin,
' Tan McArthur, Niall Williams
Nature and Feeder Watch:
Rozanne Thomson
e-mail: Rozanne_Thomson @shaw.ca
Phone or fax 604.421.5292/5294
Young Naturalists Club:
Margaret Flaherty (604.420.4701)

BMN Publications:
> Monthly Newsletter, except July
> Natural History Brochures
* Miller Park Ravine  DeBoville Slough
* Riverview Lands * Coquitlam River Corridor
> Bird Brochures:
* Colony Farm ¢ Como Lake ¢ DeBoville
Slough * Minnekhada Reg. Park and Area
> Plant Brochures:
* Colony Farm ¢ DeBoville Slough
> Trail Maps:
* Burke Mountain Map & Widgeon Valley
> Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park
System, by Christine Hanrahan et al, 1994,
121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library
> Our Backyard Wilderness,
A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock,
1992, 23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
Coquitlam Poirier Library
> The Riverview Hospital Site - Respecting Its
Past, Realizing Its Future”, by Elaine Golds,
Victoria Otton and Lori Austin (2004), 26 pages
available on our website

Visit our website: www.bmn.bc.ca




