AUGUST 1994
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BURKE MOUNTAIN NATURALISTS

INVITATION
TO WRITERS

Thanks to the wonderful efforts of the
entire newsletter team, I have been kept
informed of the local issues and action
plans of the various highly-active
committees within B.M.N., and decided to
get involved! I have volunteered to edit
(collate) this year’s newsletters.

To contribute, there are several options:

you can mail your article to 604 Rialto
Court, Coquitlam, V5J 6K8; drop it
through the mail-box if you’re nearby; or
Fax it to 931-4514, att. Faye Smith. My
home phone number is 936-8338. All
contributions are welcome!

SEPTEMBER
MEETING

Our first meeting of the Fall, Tuesday,
September 13, 1994, at 7:30 p.m.,
Walton Elementary School, 2960
Walton, Coquitlam, will feature a slide
presentation by Doug and Doreen Jeffrey

-on “Tropical and Cold Water Diving.”
The Jeffreys are from West Coast Scuba
Ltd. The diversity of sea life we will see
will include stingrays, local rock fish and
wolf eels, invertebrates such as anemones,
corals, shrimps and octopus. Remember
to bring your mug!

UPCOMING
FIELD TRIP

As part of B.C. Rivers’ Day activities,
B.M.N. will be hosting a FALL :
WALKABOUT on COLONY FARM at 1
p.m., Sunday, September 25, 1994. The
theme for the day is “COLONY FARM: A
River Runs Through It.”

Although the focus for this event will
be the Coquitlam River, we will also
highlight the FARM’S history and
ecology. In addition, from 9 a.m. to -
noon, there will be a birders’ outing with
limited registration. .

Please keep this special date open and
support your Club—we need volunteers!
For more information, phone either Mike
Griffin (942-5326) or Susan Norie (942-
1961). '

NEW
ADDRESS
FOR BMN

Please note that the mailing address for
the Burke Mountain Naturalists has
changed slightly. It is now P.O. Box
52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre,
Coquitlam, B.C. V3B 7J)4..

BURKE MOUNTAIN NATURALISTS, P.O.BOX 52540, R.P.0. COQUITLAM CENTRE, COQUITLAM, B.C. V3B 7J4

COLONY
FARM OPEN
HOUSE
TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER
27,1994

Please make this date on your calendar
now. Every BMN member is requested
to come out and "vote" for one of three
options for the future of Colony
Farm—agricultural emphasis, wildlife
empbhasis or mixed use. The meeting,
organized by the consulting team hired
to develop open house/drop in type of
format starting in the late afternoon.
No speeches—but, instead, you will
have an opportunity to express your
view by filling out a form.

More details on time, place and
content in the September newsletter, or
phone Elaine (939-3483).
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LETTER OF
THE MONTH

by Don Gillespie

Douglas Island was
formed by alluvial clays and silts
into a donut-shaped island with a
central marsh. The 200 hectare
central lowlands consist of
sphagnum bog and flood plain. It
is rich in wetland flora and fauna,
and supports a large variety of
waterfowl and other wildlife
species. The 60 hectares of
upland support mixed coniferous
trees, and is home to a herd of
deer.

This undyked island is again
under intense pressure from
developers. We do not believe
that development of any kind
should be permitted on Douglas
Island. If you share this point of
view, please write to the
Honourable Moe Sihota,
Minister of Environment,
Lands and Parks, Parliament
Buildings, Victoria, B.C. V8V
1X4. Send a copy of your letter
to Mr. Gordon Campbell,
Leader of the Liberal Party, at
the same address.

NEW
MEMBERS

Welcome to the following new B.M.N.
members:

Port Coquitlam: Patricia Brown

Port Moody: Diane Hutton and Dave
Lye

Burnaby: Glenda Belamy

Express your concerns, and
request the Minister’s assistance
to protect this significant natural
habitat. One acceptable solution
would be for the Ministry to
assist The Nature Trust of B.C. to
purchase the island, possibly for
an ecological reserve. Remind
the Minister that there are other
volunteer organizations, as well
as provincially and federally-
funded organizations, interested
in protecting Douglas Island: the
Greater Vancouver Regional
District, the Federation of B.C.
Naturalists, the B.C. Wildlife
Federation, Ducks Unlimited
Canada, the Fraser River Action
Plan, and the Fraser River
Estuary Management Program.

The Minister could also be
reminded that there is a need for
action NOW. Douglas Island is
not zoned at present, and the City
of Port Coquitlam has less than
90 days remaining to develop a
zoning that will offer only partial
protection. If you need any addi-
tional information about this
issue contact Don Gillespie at
942-7378.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was
formed in January 1989 and is a member
club of the Federation of British Columbia
Naturalists (F.B.C.N.) Our objectives are:
e to promote the enjoyment of nature
e to foster an interest in, and an
appreciation of, our environment
* to actively pursue the conservation
and preservation of the natural world
 to promote the accessibility and
maintenance of natural areas,
particularly local areas.

President:

Jude Grass (520-3706)
Vice President:

Elaine Golds (937-3483)
Treasurer:

Anne Holt (936-4108)
Recording Secretary

Quirien Mulder ten Kate (941-6490)
Past President:

April Mol (463-2507)
Members-at-Large:

Jenny Barrio

Norma Gillespie

Glen Stedham

2 vacancies

F.B.C.N. Directors:
Jude Grass
Mike Griffin
April Mol

Newsletter Editor:
Faye Smith (936-8338)

Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer (939-0851)

B.M.N. Publications:
* monthly newsletter
(except July and August)
* bird brochures:
- Colony Farm
- DeBouville Slough
- Minnekhada Reg. Park and area
* plant brochures:
- Colony Farm .
- DeBouville Slough
* trail maps:
- Burke Mountain
* Burke Mountain-Widgeon Valley-
Pinecone Lake park proposal flyer




