URKE

Tentative
Fall
Speakers:

lthough details have yet to be
Aﬁnalized we hope to have the

following people as speakers durmg
our fall session:

Paul Kroeger, Naturalist (and founder of the
Meager Creek Hotsprings Natural History
Society) - “The Mushrooms of British
-Columbia”

Dr. Mary Taitt, Wildlife Biologist - “Why
Raptors of the Fraser Delta Need Old Field
Habitat”

Andy Lamb of the Marine Life Sanctuaries
Society - “Developing a Marine Protected

Areas Strategy for BC”:

Anyone who has a
suggestion for
speakers is invited’
to give Jude Grass,
our Education Chair,
a phone call

. (520-3706).

Next Meeting—:
Tuesday, Sept.10, 1996
Como Lake United Church,
' - Coq., 7:30pm
Bring your Mug!

ATURALISTS

Announcements:

- Saturday, Se% ember 21-
Public Walkabout at DeBouville Slough

BMN volunteers needed!

Sunday, September 22:

BMN field trip to Surrey Bend.

Coquitlam River and
Tributaries Communi
Project Worksho
September 26 (tentative):

. -The City of Coquitla_m is undertaking a

, Thursday,

comprehensive public education project on the
Coquitlam River. The workshop will help to
identify community concerns (contact Angela
Smailes, 980-5130). In addition, Melinda
Young (939-9195) is assembling a bird list for
the area and would appreciate input from BMN
members.

Sunday, September 29, BC
Rivers Day Event at :
Riverview Hospital and

Coloniy Farm:
BMN volunteers needed'




Mini-Conservation
Committee Report

by Elaine Golds

'DeBouville Slough:

) r those of you who have not been
-reading the local papers, DeBouville-
Slough continues to be of great concemn

to us. The first bad news was that the habitat
- on the crown-held buffer strips adjacent to

Newberry Farms (the last property on the north-

side just before the Slough enters the Pitt
River) is not protected. In 1993, we asked for
the creation and protection of these buffers

(and thought we had been successful) when the

Crown land was sold to Newberry Farms.

More recently, we have been told that the
dykes where so many people stroll anid observe
wildlife may not officially be public property!
On the south side of the Slough, property
which contains valuable wetlands is up. for
sale. In addition, we keep hearing rumours that
the Pitt River Boat Club wants to expand their
operation.

We have won one minor battle recently:
On the Robinson property (this property abuts
the Pitt River and runs between the old,
original heron colony and Addington Point
Marsh), we observed a huge excavation
operation in which the contractor was
discharging silt into the main drainage ditch
running beside the dyke. This unlawful
discharge (under the new sediment control
bylaw) was reported to the City of Coquitlam
by two BMN membets. As a consequence, the
contractor is no longer silting up the ditch. -

Many thanks to Susan Mewhort who undertook .

several long walks in the midst of the heat
wave so that she could keep her eye on the
' excavation operations! :

Over the summer, we formed a
subcommittee to research the many issues
around DeBouville Slough. Mike Griffin is
checking into the role of the dyking
commissions, Don Gillespie is digging through
FREMP files, Joan Spira is putting together
information for a library display, Carole
Edwards and Karen Beckenbach are working
on the production of a brochure, Jude Grass is
contacting Nature Trust over possible land
purchase and Al Grass is conducting nature:
tours for our local reporters. What a great
bunch of volunteers! If anyone has
_photographs of DeBouville Slough,

particularly older ones, we would love to -
borrow them for our campaign. Our goal is to
make the official protection of this area an
issue in the upcoming municipal elections.

Developing public awareness of this area
will be a key component of our campaign. We
have decided to hold a public walkabout at .
DeBouville Slough on Saturday, September 21.
We will need BMN volunteers to welcome the
public and operate spotting:scopes. We plan to -
make a presentation to Coquitlam Council in
September in which we will highlight the

“values of the Slough and outline what

Coquitlam Council could do to protect and
enhance the wildlife and passive recreation

* values of this beautiful area.

For your information, DeBouville Slough
lies entirely within the boundaries of the City
of Coquitlam and, also, entirely within the
boundaries of MLA Mike Farnworth’s “Port
Coquitlam” riding. Oh yes, and we also learned
that (the spelling on our brochures
notwithstanding) DeBouville Slough'is -

-probably spelled De Boville Slough.

! e concemed about the
e ough to, asaﬁrst

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was forined in
January 1989 and is a member club of the
Federation of British Columbia Naturalists
(FB.CN)

Our objectives are:

* to promote the enjoyment of nature

¢ to foster an interest in, and an
appreciation of, our environment

* to actively pursue the conservation
and preservation of the natural world

* to promote the accessibility and
maintenance of natural areas,
particularly local areas.

President: @9
Elaine Golds Phone & Fax (937-3483)

Vice President:
" vacant

Treasurer:

Carole Edwards (936-2302)

Recording Secretary
Victoria Otton

Past President: ’
Jude Grass (520-3706)

Members-at-Large:
Anne Holt, Joan Spira,
 Mike Griffin

F.B.C.N. Directors:
Jude Grass, Mike Griffin (alt )

' Newsletter Edltor

Faye Smith (936 -8338), Fax 931-4514

Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer

Conservation/ Education Committee:
Chair: Elaine Golds (Conservation)
Chair: Jude Grass (Education) .
Recording Secretary: Joan Spira
Members: Karen Beckenback, Doug Bennie,
Kerry Dawson, Carole Edwards, Don
Gilliespie, Mike Griffin, Mark Haddock,
Marja-Leena Lapell, Victoria Otton

B.M.N. Publications:
* monthly newsletter, except July
* bird brochures:
- Colony Farm
- DeBouville Slough
- Minnekhada Reg. Park and area
¢ plant brochures:
- Colony Farm
- DeBouville Slough
- trail maps: .
- Burke Mountain
- Widgeon Valley

"« Burke Mountain-Widgeon Valley-

Pinecone Lake Park Proposal flyer

» Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park
System, by Christine Hanrahan, 1994,
121 pages, avaiable at the Port Moody .

* Our Backyard Wilderness,
. A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992,
23pgs. plus Appendices, avallable at
Coquitlam Poirer L1brary




