Conservation - Educahon
Committee Report ...

been issues to deal with. Nonetheless, although we

have been busy, the pace has been less hectic. You
know, taking time to sniff the roses and all that! Here's
a few tidbits - and rest will be covered in the
September newsletter:

] ust because it's summer doesn't mean there haven't

Colony Farm Regional Park:

The task force and various subcommittees have
met over the summer mainly to work on plans about
the upcoming wildlife enhancement work. As BMN
members may recall, Colony Farm will receive over
$100,000.00 worth of enhancement work as part of the
compensation package for the expansion of the third
runway at the airport. It's great to have this money for
improving habitat but unfortunately, it must all be
spent by next summer. Because of the short time line,
we don't have all the information about wildlife use
that we would like to have before we start making
alterations. It would appear that most of the money
will be spent to enhance hedgerows at the farm as well
as o create a weiland area on the Wilson Farm (PoCo -
side) near the Mary Hill entrance.

In July, Norma Gillespie who is Vice President of
the Community Garden Association, treated me and
my son, Greg, to a personal tour of the community
gardens. How wonderful to see “all those plots take
shape and the families enjoying their evenings down at
Colony Farm! Greg is now trying to talk me into
getting a small family plot. Even though I don't really
need another project to'consume my time, it's a
tempting thought!

As of my deadline for thJs newsletter, the
Vancouver Sun has just published an article
bemoaning the limited funding available for regional
parks and have used the "overgrowing unkempt
weeds" at Colony Farm as an example of why more
money is needed. I do hope many BMNers are
presently hard at work drafting letters to the Editor to
set the Vancouver Sun and all their readers straight .
about the value of the lovely thistle and all those other

beneﬁcial plants growing in the fields at Colony Farm!"

Naturescape Taking Shupe
in Port Moody:

In response to BMN 's suggestion t}us spnng, the
City of Port Moody agreed to use "Naturescape"
principles for landscaping on civic lands throughout
the City. However, it was not clear just what such a
Naturescape policy would entail. Consequently a small
committee, chaired by Victoria Otton has been brought

- together by the Mayor to draw up some operating

principles. As a representative of the Parks and

- Recreation Commission, I also sit on this Committee.

Our mandate is to have a draft policy prepared by
September. This has kept us fairly busy with meetings
every two we_eks throughout the summer.

Miller Park Ravine -

Proposed Transit Route:

.We received a grant from the Baillie Foundation
to do a breeding bird survey in May and June. Our

~ goal was to learn more about the wildiife vaiues of this

beautiful ravine and then to take our information and
share it with the public and local schools. Victoria
Otton and Susan Mewhort have been working on this
project with the help of a number of volunteers. In
addition, the Port Moody Ecological Society has also
been doing some water quality: survey work in the
stream (commonly called Schoolhouse Creek South) °
which runs through the Ravine.

Meanwhile, the City of Coquitlam is about to
engage some consultants to prepare some initial
studies with regard to the proposed light rail transit
route through the ravine: For many years, we have
stated that we are opposed to the use of this natural
greenspace as a light rail transit route. Recently, the
City of Port Moody has also expressed their opposition
to this proposed route. When and how this controversy
will be resolved will be very interesting to say the
least. My guess is that Miller Park Ravine is gomg ‘to
be one of our hottest issues this fall,

Rlverwew
Update ........

- The Riverview Advisory Committee meetings, which’
‘have been suspended since June ‘96, have officially -

been put on hold still further. Members of the
committee met on June 15, 1997, to be told by Mike
Robinson of BC Building Corporation that the public
process is being held off until at least next February.
The Minister of Health has asked BCBC to delay the
process to allow the Ministry to update the provincial
Mental Health Plan. It is anticipated that the land use
planning process will then resume, and the Advisory
Committee will be reconvened.

Homes wanted
for trees ...

Meanwhile, this summer Don and Norma Gillespie and
Doug Bennie received permission to establish a small
nursery for some 500 native conifers, in the centre of
Finnie’s Garden. at Riverview. These irees will be
ready for replanting in the fall, and are offered, free, to
service groups and individuals who can provide good

‘homes. Call the Gillespies in September (942 - 7378) if

you wou]d like a tree or two, or several.

- Upcomin
| E\?ents. i

Tuesday, September 9, 7:30 pm at Como
Lake United Church upstairs. :

First Fall Meeting for the Burke Mountain :

" Naturalists. Our guest speaker, Dick Beard from
Wild Bird Trust, will speak on the Butterflies of
BC and also tell us about the Wild Bird Trust.
Remember that the doors open around 7 pm if you
want to come early and have more time to chat!

Burke Mountain Naturalists, P.O. Box 52540, R.P.O. Coquitlam Centre, Coquitldiﬁ, B.C. V3B 7J4



Upcommg
Events:

Tuesday, September 16, 7:15 pm
BMN Conservation/Education Comimittee meets at

Elaine's. Summer will officially be laid to rest under a
thick agenda. .

Tuesday, September 23

(tentative): Miller Park Community Meeting at Miller
Park Elementary School. One of the guest speakers
_will be Victoria Otton who will present a brief
overview of the Burke Mountain Naturalists' spring

bird survey of Miller Park Ravine. The overall purpose

of this meeting will be to try to get a community
association initiated. With the natural habitat in the -
ravine slated for replacement by a transit line, local
residents have been given a good issue around which
to rally. : .

Feeder/Nature Watch

Carolyn Burr, who has been looking after this
columin, will be out of the country from
September until the beginning of January. We
are happy to announce that Liz THinstrom will
step in, so any bird sightings you would like to
report in the Newsletter should be phoned to her
at home af 939 - 9571, or faxed to her at work:
Attention of Liz Thunstrom, 524 - 2890

: Surwlyde)v'(,’ Aug.ﬁth
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BMN September Executive Meeting:

To be announced. This meeting would have been held

* on September 23 but some of our Executive will be at

the Miller Park meeting which will almost certainly be
on that night.

September Field Trlp to Bamfield:

If space permits, there may still be time for people to join '

the BMN trip. Please phone Dawn Boxall at 936-1337

Sunday, September 28:
Riverview Hospital Tree Fest and BC Rivers Day.

" The Burke Mountain Naturalists will be worklng

with GVRD Parks and the City of Coquitlam for this
annual event. We need volunteers to lead nature walks
(through the backyard habitat at Riverview and along
the dykes at Colony Farm) as well as volunteers to sit
with our displays on the Riverview Grounds and at:
.Colony, Farm. If you can volunteer your time, we
would really appreciate your help as we have a lot

of spots to cover! Please phone Elaine (937-3483).

Saturday, Sep. 20th -
Saturday, Oct.11th - |
For info contact Dawn 936-1337
or lan 464-9255

Presidents Message

Ithough summer is not really over yet, sitting
Adown to prepare for this newsletter is a rather

unwelcome reminder that all good times do
come to an end! As a club, we had a very busy season
last year, especially in the fall and spring. I'm sure that
all of our active members were more than ready for a
well-deserved break from the endless meetings, phone
calls, and letter writihg

This "="w‘e".er marks the arrival of a new editor
for us, David Mounteney. We are absolutely dehghted
. that David agreed to take over from Faye Smith. For
many months, Faye was giving us gentle reminders
that she really wasn't "Editor Forever". Welcome . -
David and many thanks to Faye for her years of
service! Actually, Faye hasn't abandoned us -
entirely...she will continue to produce our membership
lists and labels. Hopefully, we have now broken down
the task of producing the newsletter in several

" manageable pieces. Brigitte is continuing to assist with
her great graphics, and Dawn will continue to be
responsible for mailing out the copies that don't get
picked up by members at our monthly meetings. -

1 do sincerely hope that your summer was one of
rest, renewal, sunshine and pleasant family times. The
‘Executive and Conservation/ Education Committee
met only twice over the summer in combo meetings.
How unfortunate that those issues don't conveniently
go away when we're out of town on holidays. Check
the Conservation/Education Report in this newsletter
and the upcoming one for details. ’

Joan Spira reports that we are now officially
registered as a society! Atlong last - it only took 8 years!
Thanks very much to Jude and Joan who did the (recent)
paper work as well as to Glen Stedham who helped us
prepare our constitution a few years ago. With so many
urgent issues crying out for our attention, becoming
incorporated as 4 society got relegated to the back burner
for an awfully long time. Now, the next step (to be
initiated immediately) will be to apply to the federal -

- government to receive charitabie status. This year,

because of our recently adopted constitution; we will
switch to having annual elections and AGM. We hope to
have pocket-size copies of our constitution ready by our
September meeting.

Those elections aren't far off and we need to start-
planning now to keep our momentum going into the
future, We have been truly blessed with a wonderful
team of executive members including some stalwarts
such as Mike and Ann who have been willing to serve
BMN ever since our club began in 1989! However, it's
really not fair to continue to rely on the same people-
year after year, We will be most effective if we spread
the responsibility for our club on as many shoulders as
possible. If you are proud to be a member of BMN and
supportive of our actions, please consider giving some
of your time and your talents to our club. Perhaps,’
joining the Executive or Con/Ed Committee may tweak
your interest or, maybe, becoming an active volunteer in

- some other way appeals to you more. Whatever your
" preference, just remember, that our success derives from

the output of all our members. Enjoy the restof your

’.summer and see you in September!!

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formed in

January 1989 and is a member club of the Federation

of British Columbia Naturalists (F.B.C.N.)

Our objectives are: ;
to promote the enjoyment of nature
to foster an interest in, and an
appreciation of, our environment
to actively pursue the conservation
and preservation of the natural world
to promote the accessibility and

_maintenance of natural areas,

- particularly local areas.

President:’
Elaine Golds Phone & Fax (937-3483)

Vice President:
Karen Beckenbach (939-7204)

Treasurer:
Carole Edwards (420- 8022)

Recording Secretary
Vlctona Otton (937- 5379)

Past President:
Jude Grass (520-3706)

Members-at-Large:
Lori Austin (464-7415)
Mike Griffin (942-5326),
Anne Holt (936-4108),
Joan Spira (931-2730),

_ F.B.C.N. Directors:

Jude Grass, Mike Griffin (alt.)

Newsletter Editor: .
David Mounteney (941-2498)

Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer (552 0841)

Conservation/ Education Committee:
Chair: Elaine Golds (Conservation)
Chair; Jude Grass (Education)
Recording Secretary: Joan Spira .
Members: Karen Beckenback, Doug Bennie,
Carole Edwards, Don Gilliespie, Al Grass,
Mike Griffin, Mark Haddock, Victoria Otton

B.M.N. Publications:

* monthly newsletter, except July.
* bird brochures: -
- Colony Farm
- DeBoville Slough
- Minnekhada Reg. Park and area
plant brochures:
- Colony Farm
- DeBoville Slough
trail maps:
- Burke Mountam
- Widgeon Valley
Burke Mountain-Widgeon Valley- '
Pinecone Lake Park Proposal flyer
Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park
System, by Christine Hanrahan, 1994,
121 pages, avallable at the Port Moody
"Library
Our Backyard Wilderness; .
A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
Coquitlarh Poirier lerary




