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n Monday, August 3 (BC Day), Fin
ODonnelly swam the entire length of
Pitt Lake to help enhance public
awareness of the need to develop aland -
management plan for this area - one which
will protect the important fish and wildlife
values and encourage people to recreate there
with care. Katzie Chief Peter James welcomed
Fin ashore at Grant Narrows. Ecotourism
- operator and photographer Chris Lastrop
arranged for a group of voyageur canoes to-
accompany Fin part of the way. Don Gillespie
and Ian McArthur paddled on behalf of BMN.
We had a number of BMN_members complete
with placards on hand at Grant Narrows. -
Thanks very much to BMIN member, Mark
. Haddock, who worked quietly behind the
scenes to bring about this wonderful event.

rapidly increasing recreatlonal use.

~ Jurisdiction of the area is complicated.

Outstanding concerns include a proposed
gravel mine in the upper Pitt, proposed
cutblocks along the upper east side of Pitt-
Lake and damage of sensitive habitat in Red
Slough and the upper Pitt River caused by
boaters. We recently requested a closure to
motdrized boat traffic in the upper Pitt River
during the spawning season and the Ministry
of Environment has requested a motorized
boat closure in Red Slough, a highly
significant fish rearing site located at the
northern end of Pitt Lake.

In late July, we (Mark and Elaine) also

parhcxpated in a boat tour of Pitt Lake hosted -

by the Ministry of Forests. The purpose of the
trip was to examine the cutblock proposals
_ and discuss other issues

Upper Pitt Lake- Logging camp and same of the areas to be Idgged

For almost a year now, (on behalf of BMN)
I have been participating in stakeholder
meetings held at the Katzie First Nations
. office to discuss the many issues surrounding
Pitt Lake. Since the creation of Pinecone-
Burke park in 1995, this area is receiving

surrounding recreational use-
of the Lake such as
vandalism of the Katzie
pictographs. This cutblocks
are also of concern to the

moratorium on further
logging until a plan is in
place which will protect
viewscapes from the lake,’
sensitive habitat and sites of
heritage value to the Katzie.
Fin's swim really helped to
hlghhght the need for more far-sighted
management. We were encouraged by MLA
Bill Hartley's announcement (after a day of
paddling beside Fin) that he will ensure that
the Ministry of Forests will initiate a higher
level management plan for the area.
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Katzie who have asked fora -

Fin Donnelly,ziddre.vsing crowd at Grant Narrows.

Evening Speakers -
September

; ur speakers for the September
meeting will be Karl Mallory

and Agi Kim, from the
University of BC, who will be talking

~about reptiles and amphibians with
‘special emphasis on the Lower

Mainland. They have doné considerable
research in BC and have been involved

* with the tailed frog project in the British

Properties, West Vancouver. They will
also report on the status of species in the
province and will discuss how our club
can be involved in monitoring species on

" alocal basis.



Letter of the
Month .,....s..

The Harmful Effects of Climate
Change

lobal warming is accelerating and the
' yrharmful effects of climate change
continue to mount.

» Scientists from over 60 countries agree that
an immediate 60% reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions is needed to stabilize earth’s
atmosphere at today’s carbon dioxide (CO2)

- level. o .

* December ‘97 - Kyoto Protocol calls for an’
average overall reduction of 5.2% below
1990 levels to be achieved between 2008
and 2012. (small step in the right direction)

° May 26,’98 report of Canada’s Federal
Commissioner of the Environment and
Sustainable Development is particularly
critical of Ottawa’s record on global
warming.

e Although Canada signed the UN
Convention on Climate Change in Rio
(1992), promising to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions to 1990 levels by 2000., in fact
our country will have increased emissions
by at least 11% by 2000. Commissioner:

" “There is no clear assignment of roles and
responsibilities; no national public
awareness and education plan, and no
implementation plan.”

° The (Cogger) Report prepared for the Royal
Society of Canada concluded that Canada
could meet its stabilization commitments

- agreed to in Rio and then achieve a 20%
reduction by 2010, without negative
economic impact. _

» Why then does this government not take
action? Strong federal leadership is

_required. This very crucial subject for letter
writing was suggested by BMIN member
Ken Baker. As a member of the David
Suzuki Foundation, he partakes in letter
writing on such issues. Your letter on this
subject, along with many more from the
Suzuki Action Team, will have a strong
impact. '

Write to Prime Minister Jean Chretien House

of Commons Ottawa On K1A 0A6 with

copies to( at the same address)

—Hon. Ralph Goodale, MP Minister of

Natural Resources and ’ )

— Hon. Christine Stewart MP, Minister of -

Environment. No postage is necessary to any

member of parliament.

Jude Grass receives

Outstanding Service
- FBCN Award

At our last BMN meeting Jude was presented with an Outstanding Service Award by the
Federation of BC Naturalists for all the years (20+) of hard work for the federation. During
this time Jude was President for two terms, edited the BC Nat, and served countless other
‘ways, Presentation was made by FBCN President Anne Murray.

MAI Update Pay the Polluter?

r over a year MAI opponents have

Fgeen pointing to Ethyl Corporation’s

$250 million (US) lawsuit against the
Canadian government for banning its product,
MMT, from use as a fuel additive. Predictions
have come true, as Ottawa agreed in July to
withdraw the ban and pay Ethyl $13 million
for lost profits and damage to its reputation.
‘The challenge came through NAFTA. Itis a
forerunner of future attacks on our
environmental and health laws by other
multinationals if the MAI is signed.

In this case, gasoline refineries as well as
Ethyl claimed that the government was
influenced by.car manufacturers - specifically
GM - and did not have objective scientific
proof that MMT was harmful either to the
emission control systems of cars, or to the

health of human beings(as a neuro toxin).
Howevér, though Health Canada in 1994
found no human risk, this evidence has since
been challenged. And GM continues to claim
that its pollution control system will not
function properly when this additive is
reintroduced.

Ethyl was quick to take advantage of the
right to sue a government for “loss or damage
to the investor or his investment.” Under
NAFTA and the MAI the corporation has all
the rights, a government has no recourse.

So both health safety and pollution control
are in possible jeopardy, and we the taxpayers
have now paid Ethyl Corporation to put its
product back on our market.

by Joan Spira




Family Walks

n September we invite everyone along to
Ithe Riverview TreeFest on September 27 at

Colony Farm Regional Park and Riverview
where club members will be leading walks
throughout the day. Other family walks
planned are: October 18 to Shoreline Park and
November 22 to Barnet Marine Park in
Burnaby. Walk times and meeting locations
will be'in the September newsletter.

Helping the
Heron Colony

s we agreed to earlier in the year, our :
“Special Project” funds, amounting to

‘ $825.00 have been donated to the Wild
Bird Trust in support of their McFadden Creek
Heronry. The heronry is on 12.5 acres located
in the northern part of Salt Spring Island. This
year there are 122 nests, up from 188 last year.
As far as WBT is aware, this is the largest
unproteced colony in B.C. Our particular
coastal Great Blue Heron (fannini subspecies),
is non- migratory and last year was placed on
the Committee on the Status of Endangered
Wildlife in Canada’s “vulnerable list”.

The heronry at McFadden Creek accounts
for almost 6% of the Canadian fannini
population. WBT working along with
Waterbird Waich Collective, have raised
$190,000.00 towards the putchase of the land,
but need to raise a further $75,000.00 - less of
" course, $825.00!!

Caiimg a Bird a

Blrd Submitted by Marjorie Griffin -

[ really think it’s terrific
We’re in an age most sczentzﬁc
But when our words get too
- pedantic
Let’s not forget to wax romantzc

When we describe a flower or a
bird :

Ignore the biologic word.

The name of “robin” means much
more to us : ' '
Than calling it Turdus migra-
‘tor-ious. - John Borneman
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With so many ‘announcements of upcoming
events, it seems that fall can't be far away --
looks like it will be a busy one! In addition to
the meetings and events noted below, please
also watch for and participate in upcoming
public consultation on the Sky Train route, *
Port Moody's Official Community Plan and
designation of 1000 hectares as new
provincial Parks in the Fraser River Lowlands
(dates to be announced).

August 31
Deadline for your comments on the
Interim Report for the BC Parks Legacy
Plan which was released at the end of July.
Please phone (250) 387- 1968 for your free
copy (phone Inquiry BC 660-2421 to be
connected to any government office free of
- long distance charges). We encourage you
to submit comments - keep in mind that this

Report for further details.

Tuesday, Sept. 8 at 7:30 pm:

United Church in Coquitlam. Come and tell
us how you spend your summer holidays!
Guest speaker will be Karl Mallory and
Agi Kim. Doors open at 7 pm

Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 7:15 pm:
BMN Education-Conservation Committee
meets at Elaine's,

Wednesday, Sept.15
(yup - that's what it says): The BC
Environmental Network hosts Pete Myers as

" deadline is likely flexible. See Conservation

BMN Monthly Meeting at Como Lake . -

Announcements

guest speaker on hormone disrupters
'(chemicals found in a number of consumer
products that can disrupt normal sex

" reproduction). At the Vancouver Public

Library. Phone 879-2279 to confirm that
date!

Monduy,'Sept. 21 at 7:15 pm;

~ BMN Executive meets at Elaine's.

Sept. 24,25:

Fraser Basin Environmental Conference
at Chilliwack hosted by the Stolo Nation.
BMN will likely representatives. Phone 1-
800-565-6004 and ask to speak to Sally
Hope for more information. . Sunday,

‘September 27, 11 am - 4 pm. It's TreeFest

time again at Riverview and Colony Farm!
If you can help with display preparation or
be available on that day to lend us a helping

‘hand, please phone Joan Spira at 931-2730.

Sky, Land, Wa'fer, Trees-an
Enviromental Art Show and

Fundraiser 4

- Wednesday, Sept. 2nd - Sunday Sept.
27th. Offical opening Sept. 6th - Time?
Artlsts works will be exhibited and for sale.
The funds to g0 to various enviromental -
groups including the Burke Mitn.
Naturalists. There will also be a special
Rivershed Society fundraising dinner and
auction featuring 12 of the pieces.
For more information please phone Tammy
Pilon or Mark Hamilton at 941-9444

Mini Conservahon Report

: by Elaine Golds :

Colony Farm Regional Park

e recently had an opportunity to
determine what species of bat use
one of the old buildings at Colony

; Farm as a maternal colony to rear their young

every summer. Some members of the Park
Partnership were interested in having a look
inside this building to determine its potential
as a meeting place. Karen Beckenback
arranged for Liz Thunstrom of Burnaby
Wildlife Rescue to attend the inspection. In
the attic, Karen and Liz found 3 carcasses
which were removed to SFU for identification

purposes as well as least 60 live bats and their

babies: There is an old record of the Yuma
myotis species being found at Colony Farm -
anyone want to bet that these ones will be the
same species?

In anticipation of work eventually being
done to upgrade this building, Karen wants

 to put together a team of people to monitor

the bat colony. Please phone her at 939-7204
if you are interested in helping. We expect
that the colony will leave around mid-
September en route to their as-yet-
undetermined winter hibernation site.

- continued on page 4 -




The Conhnum Saga of Sky
Train and Miller Ravine

uring the month of July, BMN had a
Dternﬁc exhibit on Miller Ravine on

display in the Poirier Library. Thanks
very much to Victoria Otton and Joan Spira
who put it together on short notice. The
display was dismantled just in time to be
reassembled at my home for a meeting
between Transit officials and some members
of the BMN Conservation Committee. We
learned little from this meeting except that
public consultation will start soon and that a
(likely) exemption from an Environmental
Assessment will be a Cabinet decision.

ahead pending a decision of the
Environmental Appeal Board. In early
August, CP Rail held two open houses in

'Coquitlam. What a great time for public

consultation - doesn't it make yon think that
the real goal is to have as few people as
possible attend?

At this meeting I attended, no maps wére
available which allowed us to see what areas

" would be exempt from spraying. The permit

was not readily displayed. The definition of

- what constitutes a water course varied with

whomm I spoke. A video which showed only
two alternatives - hand-picking weeds or

spraying with herbicides was a prominent -
feature of this open house. One

brought forward for public scrutiny.

We are asking all BMIN members AS SOON AS
YOU RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER to please
phone Minister/MLA Mike Farnworth (941-4001) to
tell him that you want to see an assessment under the
Environmental Assessment Act carried out to
determine what is the best option to build this new
rapid transit line. This type of assessment ensures
that a number of issues such as social, heritage,
economic as well as environmental will be examined
and allows for all the relevant information to be

of the (inany) problems with this
type of format for a public
meeting is that people who come
with concerns are reassured in
person, one-on-one, with no
written record. Thus, these
assurances usually mean
absolutely nothing, I am
presently drafting a letter and
asking CP Rail to respond in
writing. :

The type of public consultation that is
planned is not likely to be particularly ;
effective - the open house and shopping mall
type format rather than public meetings with
a speakers list. We expressed our concerns
about this and also offered to take Transit
officials on a walk through the Ravine -

"something that none of them has done.

Pesticides - Can the Public Stop

CP Rail in its Tracks? .
his spring, CP Rail received a permit
I from the Ministry of Environment to
spray several tons of herbicide along
its tracks between Lytton and Vancouver over
the next three years. Although the Cities of

Coguitlam and Port Moody have appealed
this permit, CP Rail has been allowed to go

Fish Protection Act
nother public consultation meeting
that was held over the summer (and
shouldn't have béen) was on the Fish

‘Pr,otection Act. Again, we were not

impressed. For example, we learned that
while fish habitat specialists have prepared a
list of over 200 streams for designation as
sensitive, the province proposes to list only
15. The streamside protection measures need
to be much stronger than presently proposed -
for example, DFO has recommended
setbacks of 50 meters. The province intends
to leave much to the discretion of local .
municipalities. This means it will fall to
volunteers such as ourselves to get.out and
push locally for habitat protection. This is a
fish protection act in name only.

Note from the Edltor

“You’ll find enclosed a copy of the
Riverview Horticultural Centre Society’s
newsletter. They have requested that we
distribute this to our members. It includes a

notice of their Annual General Meeting and
information about their orgamzatlon The
Society also has a new brochure that will be
available at our September meeting. ° :

The deadline for the September newsletter is August 29,1998.

The Burke Mountain Naturalists was formedin .
January 1989 and is a member club of the Federation

oof British Columbia Naturalists (F.B.C.N.)

Our objectives are:

e to promote the enjoyment of nature -

o to foster an interest in, and an appreciation of,
our environment

e to actively pursue the conservation and
preservation of the natural world

e to promote the accessibility and maintenance
of natural areas, particularly local areas.

President:
Jude Grass (520-3706)

Vice President: 1
Karen Beckenbach (939-7204)

 Past President:

Elaine Golds Phone & Fax (937-3483)

Treasurer:
Carole Edwards (420-8822)

Recording Secretary:
Anne Motozono (931-6148)

Members-at-Large:
Al Grass (520-3706)
Joan Spira (931-2730)
Victoria Otton (937-5379)
Mark Johnston (552-0727)
Gay Mitchell (552-0727)

F.B.C.N. Directors (1997):
Jude Grass, Mike Griffin (alt.)

Newsletter Editor:
David Mounteney (941-2498) -
e-mail dmountne @intergate.bc.ca

Newsletter Design:
Brigitte Breuer (552 -0841)

Conservation/ Education Committee:

" Chair: Elaine Golds (Conservation)-
Chair: Jude Grass (Education)
Recording Secretary: Joan Spira .
Members: Karen Beckenback, Doug Bennie,
Carole Edwards, Don Gilliespie, Al Grass,
Mike Griffin, Mark Haddock, Victoria Otton

B.M.N. Publications:
 monthly newsletter, except July .

¢ bird brochures: .
- Colony Farm
- DeBoville Slough
- Minnekhada Reg. Park and area

¢ plant brochures;
- Colony Farm
- DeBoville Slough
e trail maps:
- Burke Mountain
- Widgeon Valley

* Burke Mountain-Widgeon Valley-
Pinecone Lake Park Proposal flyer

" o Wildlife Inventory of the Shoreline Park

System, by Christine Hanrahan, 1994,
121 pages, available at the Port Moody Library

. Our Backyard Wilderness,
A Park Proposal, by Mark Haddock, 1992,
23pgs. plus Appendices, available at
‘Coquitlam Poirier Library

o Natural History Brochures
- Miller Park Ravine
- DeBoville Slough




